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PREFACE. 

> 

/ 

IT  would  be  a  bad  return  to  the  con¬ 
tinued  favours  we  experience  from 
the  Public,  if  our  zeal  and  induftry  was 
not  proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
fubjedls  on  which  we  treated,  and  to  their 
intereft  in  them.  The  tranfaitions  of  fo¬ 
reign  nations,  however  general  or  exten- 
live  their  confequences,  however  connec¬ 
ted  by  intereft  or  alliance  we  might  be  in 
them,  or  however  brilliant  the  matter 
which  they  afforded  for  hiftory,  are  not 
only  of  a  fecondary  but  very  remote  conli- 
deration,  when  .placed  in  any  degree  of 
comparifon  with  the  fubjedls  of  which  we 
now  treat.  Our  public  affairs  are  un¬ 
fortunately  at  prefent  the  hiftory  of  all 
that  part  of  the  world  which  affords  mate¬ 
rials  for  any.  Britains,  however  deeply,  are 
not  alone  interefted  in  the  confequences. 
They  may  extend,  not  only  to  the  refined, 

but 


but  widely  into  the  more  uncultivated  parts 
of  the  Globe,  It  therefore  behoved  us,  not 
to  pafs  through  negligence,  omit  through 
hurry,  or  render  obfcure  by  an  ill-timed 
brevity,  any  matter  which  tended  to  the 
elucidation  of  a  fubjedt,  in  which  our 
Readers  are  fo  immediately  and  deeply 
concerned.  The  time  of  publication  was 
with  us,  and  we  will  believe  with  them, 
by  no  means  the  principal  objedl  of  atten¬ 
tion.  We  might  have  faved  much  labour 
and  time  by  publifhing  early,  and  of 
courfe,  more  imperfedlly. 

Our  Publifher  has  liberally  feconded  our 
views  in  affording  the  expence  confequent 
of  fo  great  an  extenhon  of  the  Hiftorical 
Article.  He  thinks  he  cannot  do  too  much 
to  teftify  his  gratitude  to  the  Public,  and 
defires  we  would  obferve,  that  from  the 
abundance  of  matter  which  is  now  neceffa- 
rily  difcuffed,  it  trebles  in  extent  the  amount 
of  the  Hiftory  in  any  year  of  the  late  war. 
For  ourfelves,  if  we  have  the  happinefs  to 
experience  a  continuance  of  that  approba¬ 
tion  with  which  we  have  been  fo  long  ho¬ 
noured  by  the  Public,  it  will  be  an  addi¬ 
tional  fpur  to  our  future  induftry. 
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^ 

KetrofpeBi^e  ^ienv  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1775.  Motives  vjhich 
led  to  the  invafon  of  Canada^  Forts  of  Chamhle  and  St.  fohn  taken... 
Montreal  taken.  General  Carleton  retires  to  ^yiehec.  Armed  veffels 
furrender.  Arnold  appears  before  Quebec.  Is  joined  by  General  Mont~ 
gomery*  I'he  city  fumrnoned.  Siege.  Attempt  to  take  Quebec  by  efca~ 
lade,  Montgotnery  killed.  Arnold  vjounded.  Rebels  retire  from  before 
the  vjalls. 


AS  the  hopes  of  a  reconci¬ 
liation  with  the  mother 
country,  upon  the  condi¬ 
tions  claimed  by  the  Americans, 
became  more  faint,  fo  they  grew 
more  daring  in  their  defigns,  and 
extended  their  views  to  the  remote 
confequences,  as  well  as  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  condudl  of  a  war.  Theap- 
parent  tendency,  and  avowed  de- 
VoL.  XIXa 


lign  of  the  Quebec  a£i:,  had  early 
drawn  their  attention  and  awaken¬ 
ed  their  apprehenfions,  in  relation 
to  the  dangers  with  which  they 
were  threatened  from  that  quarter. 
Thefe  apprehenfions  produced  the 
addrefs  to  the  French  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  of  which  we  have  for¬ 
merly  taken  notice. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  the 

\^A]  expe* 
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expedition  to  the  Lakes,  with 
the  reduiftion  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Crovvn-Point,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fammer  1775,  by  which,  it 
might  be  faid,  that  the  gates  of 
Canada  were  thrown  open,  ren¬ 
dered  the  affairs  of  that  country 
more  immediately  interefting,  and 
encouraged  the  Congrefs  to  a  bold 
meafure,  which  they  would  not 
ctherwife  perhaps  have  ventured 
upon.  This  was  no  lefs  than  the 
fending  of  a  force  for  the  invasion 
and  redudion  of  that  country. 

A  meafure  of  fo  extraordinary  a 
nature'  required  the  moil  ferious 
confideration.  The  commencing 
of  an  offenfive  war  with  the  fove- 
reign,  was  a  new  and  perilous  un¬ 
dertaking.  It  feemed  totally  to 
change  the  nature  of  the  ground 
on'which  they  flood  in  the  prefent 
difpute.  Oppofition  to  government 
had  hitherto  been  conduded  on 
the  apparent  defign,  and  avowed 
principle  only,  of  fupporting  and 
defending  certain  rights  and  im¬ 
munities  of  the  people,  which 
were  fuppofed,  or  pretended,  to 
be  unjufiiy  invaded.  Oppofition, 
or  even  refinance,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
fuppofing  the  premifes  to  be  fairly 
Hated ,  is  thought  by  many  to  be 
entirely  confirtent  with  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  BritiOt  conilitution  ; 
and  this  opinion  is  faid  to  have 
received  the  fandion  of  precedents 
of  the  firlt  authority.  At  any  rate, 
the  quellions  in  difpute  were  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  mankind  might 
for  ever  be  divided  in  opinion,  as 
to  the  matter  of  right  or  wrong, 
juflice  or  injuftice,  oppreffion  or 
good  government.  But  to  render 
themfelves  at  once  the  aggreflbrs, 
and  not  content  with  vindicating 
their  own  real  or  pretended  rights, 
to  fly  wantonly  in  the  face  of  the 


,  carry  war  into  his  do* 
and  invade  a  province ^to 
they  could  lay  no  claim, 
nor  pretend  no  right,  feemed  fuch 
an  outrage,  as  not  only  overthrew 
every  plea  of  juftihable  refiftance, 
but  would  militate  with  the  efla- 
blifhed  opinions,  principles,  and 
feelings  of  mankind  in  general. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  danger 
was  preffing  and  great.  The  ex¬ 
traordinary  powers  placed  in  the 
hands  of  General  Carleton,  the 
Governor  of  Canada,  by  a  late 
commiffioB,  were  new,  alarming, 
and  evidently  pointed  out  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  granted,. 
By  thefe  he  was  authorized  to  em¬ 
body  and  arm  the  Canadians,  to 
march  them  out  of  the  country  for 
the  fubjugation  of  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  and  to  proceed,  even  to  capi¬ 
tal  punifhments,  againfi  all  thofe, 
and  in  all  places,  whom  he  fhould 
deem  rebels  and  oppofers  of  the 
laws.  The  ilrong  powers  of  go* 
vernment  which  he  alfo  poffeffed 
within  his  province,  were  equal  to 
thofe  of  the  moH  arbitrary  Euro¬ 
pean  monarchs,  and  had  been  al¬ 
ready  felt  both  by  the  Englifh  and 
French  fubjeds.  Thus,  though 
the  Canadians  had  hitherto  refufed 
to  be  embodied,  or  to  march  upon 
any  terms  out  of  the  province,  it 
was  eafily  feen,  that  as  foon  as  the 
Governor’sauthority  was  fupported 
by  the  arrival  of  a  body  of  Englifli 
forces,  they  would  be  obliged  im¬ 
plicitly  to  obey  him,  as  well  in 
that,  as  all  other  matters.  He  had 
befides  already  engaged  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  the  Canada, 
and  other  Indians,  in  his  fervice, 
and  if  his  arms  once  became  pre¬ 
dominant,  the  defire  of  fpoil  and 
blood  would  bring  them  in  crowds 
from  the  remotelt  defarts  to  his 

aiEHance,. 
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afliftance.  Befides  they  were  per- 
fedly  acquainted  with,  and  there¬ 
fore  had  every  thing  to  dread, 
from  the  zeal,  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize,  and  the  military  talents,  of 
that  able  and  refolute  officer. 

In  thefe  circumllances,  coniider- 
ing  a  war  not  only  as  inevitable, 
but  as  already  begun,  they  deemed 
it  inconfiiient  with  reafon  and  po- 
.  licy  to  wait  to  be  attacked  by  a 
formidable  force  at  their  backs,  in 
the  very  inftant  that  their  utmoft: 
exertions  would  be  requifite,  and 
probably  infufficient,  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  their  capital  cities  and 
coafts  againft  the  refentment  of 
the  mighty  power  whom  they  had 
fo  grievoufly  offended,  and  with 
whom  they  were  entering  intp  fo 
untried  and  arduous  a  conteft. 
They  argued,  that  preventing  the 
known  hoftile  intentions  of  an  ene¬ 
my,  by  foreftalling  his  defigns  ere 
they  could  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion,  was  as  much  a  matter  of  felf- 
defence,  and  lefs  cruel,  than  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  attacked  by  him  under 
every  difadvantage,  and  when  he 
had  arrived  at  his  utmoff  force. 
There  was  no  natural  law,  nor 
convention  among  mankind,  by 
which  a  perfon  was  bound  to  be  a 
limple  and inadive  looker-on,  while 
his  enemy  was  loading  a  gun  for 
his  deltrudion  ;  was  he  to  wait  till 
the  execution  took  place,  for  fear 
he  fhould  be  deemed  an  aggreffor  ? 
Queilions  in  cafuiftry,  however  edi¬ 
fying  upon  other  occafions,  have 
nothing  to  do  in  circumitances 
upon  which  the  fate  of  nations  jie- 
pend.  Were  they  only  to  feck  a 
remedy,  when  the  favages  had  pe¬ 
netrated  into  their  country,  and 
the  fury  of  the  flames  which  con- 
fumed  their  fetticments  were  only 


h 

retarded  by  the  blood  of  their  wo¬ 
men  and  infants  ? 

The  congrefs  were  alfo  fenfible, 
that  they  bad  already  gone  fuch 
lengths  as  could  only  be  juftified 
by  arms.  The  fword  was  already 
drawn,  and  the  appeal  made.  It 
was  too  late  now  to  look  back,  and 
to  waver  would  be  certain  deltruc- 
tion.  If  a  certain  degree  of  fuccefs 
did  not  afford  a  fanclion  to  their 
reliftance,  and  difpofe  the  court  of 
Great-Britain  to  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  upon  lenient  terms,  they 
would  not  only  lofe  thofe  immuni¬ 
ties  for  which  they  at  prefent  con¬ 
tended,  but  all  others  would  lie  at 
the  mercy  of  a  jealous  and  irritated 
government.  In  Inch  a  ftate,  their 
moderation  in  the  Angle  inflance 
of  Canada,  they  thought,  would 
be  a  poor  plea  for  compaffion  or 
indulgence. 

O 

The  knowledge  they  had  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  and  the 
temper  of  the  people  in  Canada, 
alfo  contributed  much  to  encourage 
them  in  this  enterprize.  They 
knew  that  the  French  inhabitants, 
excepting  the  nobleflTe  and  clergy, 
were  in  general  as  much  difcon- 
tented  at  the  overthrovv  of  the 
Engliffi  laws,  and  the  introdudion. 
of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  as  even  the  Britith  fettlers. 
It  feemed  therefore  probable,  that 
this  difcontent,  operating  with  the 
rooted  averfion  which  they  bore  to 
their  ancient  proud  and  oppreffive 
tyrants,  the  noble.ffe,  or  lords  of  the 
manors,  and  the  mortal  dread  w  hich, 
they  entertained  of  being  again  re¬ 
duced  to  their  former  ftate  of  feudal 
and  .military  vaffalage,  would  in¬ 
duce  them  to  conflder  the  Provin¬ 
cials  rather  as  friends  than  inva¬ 
ders,  and  to  embrace  fo  favourable 
[^]  2  aa 
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an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  (hare 
in  that  freedom  for  which  they 
were  contending.  Though  they 
were  perfedly  unacquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  particular  con- 
troverfy,  and  little  intereded  in  it, 
it  feemed  to  be  for  freedom,  and 
American  freedom,  and  the  name 
was  pleafing.  It  was  in  favour  of 
colonies;  and  Canada  was  a  co¬ 
lony. 

The  Congrefs  accordingly  de¬ 
termined  not  to  lofe  the  prefent 
favourable  opportunity,  while  the 
Britifh  arms  were  weak  and  cooped 
up  in  Bodon,  for  attempting  the 
redu6lion  of  that  province.  The 
Generals  Schuyler  and  Montgo¬ 
mery,  with  two  regiments  of  New- 
York  militia,  a  body  of  New- 
England  men,  and  feme  others, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  near 
3QC0  men,  were  appointed  to  this 
fervice.  A  number  of  batteaux,  or 
Hat  boats,  were  built  at  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Crown-Point,  to  convey 
the  forces  along  Lake  Champlain 
to  the  river  Sorel,  which  forms  the 
entrance  into  Canada,  and  is  com- 
pofed  of  the  furplus  waters  of  the 
lakes,  which  it  difeharges  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  would  af¬ 
ford  a  happy  communication  be¬ 
tween  both,  were  it  not  for  fome 
rapids  that  obdrudl  the  navigation. 

Not  above  half  the  forces  were 
yet  arrived,  when  Mentgomery, 
who  was  at  Crown-Point,  received 
fome  intelligence  which  rendered 
liim  apprehenfive  that  a  fchooner 
of  confiderable  force,  with  fome 
other  armed  veifels,  which  lay  at 
the  fort  of  St,  John^s,  on  the  river 
Sorel,  were  preparing  to  enter  the 
lake,  and  thereby  effedtually  ob- 
llru£t  their  paffage.  He  thereupon, 
in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  fuch  force  as  he  had 


totheide  of  AuxNoix,  which  lieslR 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  took 
necedary  meafures  to  guard  againli 
the  paflage  of  thofe  veflels  into 
the  lake.  Schuyler,  who  at  that 
time  commanded  in  chief,  having 
alfo  arrived  from  Albany,  they 
publifhed  a  declaration  to  encou¬ 
rage  the  Canadians  to  join  them, 
and  with  the  fame  hope  or  defign 
pulhed  on  to  the  fort  of  $t.  John, 
which  lies  only  about  a  dozen 
miles  from  the  ifland.  The  fire 

from  the  fort,  as  well  ^  ^  \ 

,  n  Sept.  6th. 

as  the  itrong  appear-  ^ 

ances  of  force  and  refiftance  which 
they  obferved,  -  occafioned  their 
landing  at  a  confiderable  difiance, 
in  a  country  compofed  of  thick 
woods,  deep  fwamps,  and  inter¬ 
fered  with  creeks  and  waters.  In 
this  fituation  they  were  vigoroufly 
attacked  by  a  confiderable  body  of 
Indians,  who  did  not  negledl:  the 
advantages  which  they  derived 
from  it;  along  with  which,  find¬ 
ing  that  the  fort  was  well  garri- 
foned  and  provided,  they  found  it 
neceffary  the  next  day  to  return  to 
their  former  ftation  on  the  ifland, 
and  to  defer  their  operations  until 
the  arrival  of  the  artillery  and  re¬ 
inforcements  which  were  expedled. 

Schuyler  upon  this  retreat  re¬ 
turned  to  Albany,  to  conclude  a 
treaty  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
been  negociating  with  the  Indians 
in  that  quarter,  and  found  himfelf 
afterwards  fo  occupied  by  bufinefs, 
or  broken  in  upon  by  illnefs,  that 
the  whole  weight  and  danger  of 
the  Canada  war  fell  upon  Mont¬ 
gomery,  a  man  moft  eminently 
qualified  for  any  military  fervice. 
His  firft  meafare  was  to  detach 
thofe  Indians  who  had  joined 
General  Carleton  from  his  fer¬ 
vice,  and  being  ftrengthened  by 

the 
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the  arrival  of  his  reinforcements 
and  artillery,  he  prepared  to  lay 
iiege  to  the  fort  of  St.  John, 
This  fort  was  garrifoned  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  yth  and  26th 
regiments,  being  nearly  all  the  re¬ 
gular  troops  then  in  Canada;  and 
was  well  provided  with  (lores,  am¬ 
munition,  and  artillery. 

The  provincial  parties  were 
fpread  over  the  adjacent  country, 
and  were  every  where  received  with 
open  arms  by  the  Canadians,  who 
befides  joining  them  in  confider- 
able  numbers,  gave  them  every 
poffible  affiftance,  whether  in  car¬ 
rying  on  the  iiege,  removing  their 
artillery,  or  fupplying  them  with 
provilions  and  neceffaries.  In  this 
llate  of  things,  the  adventurer 
Ethan  Allen,  who,  without  any 
commiffion  from  the  Congrefs,  had 
a  principal  ihare  in  the  original 
expedition  to  the  lakes,  and  the 
capture  of  the  forts,  and  who  fince, 
under  the  title  of  colonel,  feems 
rather  to  have  afled  as  a  partizan, 
than  as  obedient  to  any  regular 
command,  thought  to  fignalize, 
and  raife  himfelf  into  importance, 
by  furprizing  the  town  of  Mon¬ 
treal.  This  rafh  enterprize  he 
undertook  at  the  head  of  a  fmall 
party  of  Englifh  provincials  and 
Canadians,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  or 
the  affiftance,  which  he  might 
have  procured,  from  fome  of  the 
other  detached  parties.  The  event 
was  fuitable  to  the  temerity  of  the 
undertaking.  Being  met,  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  town,  by  the  mi- 
litia,  under  the  command  of  Eng- 
lifti  officers,  and  fupported  by  the 
few  regulars  who  were  in  the 
L  place,  he  was  de- 
*  feated  and  taken 
prifoner,  with  near  forty  of  his 


party,  the  reft  who  furvived  ef- 
caping  in  the  woods.  Allen,  with 
his  fellow-prifoners,  were  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Carleton’s  orders  loaded  with 
irons,  and  fent  in  that  condition 
on  board  a  man  of  war  to  England, 
from  whence,  however,  they  were 
in  fome  time  remanded  back  to 
America. 

The  progrefs  of  Montgomery 
was  for  fome  time  retarded  by  a 
want  of  ammunition  fufficient  for 
carrying  on  a  fiege,  which  of  all 
operations  demand  the  greateft 
fupply  of  powder  and  ball.  The 
fortofSt,  John’s,  which  commands 
the  entrance  into  Canada,  could 
not  be  reduced  without  a  tolerable 
provifton  of  that  kind,  A  fortu¬ 
nate  event  difengaged  him  from, 
this  difficulty.  A  little  fort  called 
Chamhh  lay  deeper  in  the  country, 
and  feemed  covered  by  St,  John’s. 
It  was  garrifoned  by  a  fmall  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  yth  regiment,  and 
was  in  no  very  defenftble  condi¬ 
tion.  To  this  he  turned  his  firft; 
thoughts,  and,  by  pufhing  forward 
a  party  joined  by  fome  Canadians, 
he  eafily  made  himfelf  mailer  of 
that  fort.  Here  he  found  conlider- 
able  (lores ;  but  the  article  of 
greateft  confequence  to  him  was 
the  gunpowder,  which  they  were 
much  diftrefted  for,  and  of  which 
they  took  above  120  barrels.  This 
acquifition  facilitated  the  fiege  of 
St.  John’s,  which  had  languilhed 
for  want  of  ammunition. 

The  garrifon  of  St.  John’s,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Major  Prefton, 
amounted  to  between  6  and  700 
men,  of  which  about  500  were  regu¬ 
lars,  and  the  reft  Canadian  volun¬ 
teers.  They  endured  the  difficul¬ 
ties  and  hardihips  of  a  very  long 
fiege,  augmented  by  a  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  with  unabating  conftan- 
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cy  and  refolution.  In  the  mean 
time.  General  Carleton  was  inde¬ 
fatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  raife 
a  force  fufficient  for  its  relief.  At¬ 
tempts  had  been  for  fome  time 
made  by  Colonel  M‘Lean,  for 
railing  a  Scotch  regiment,  under 
the  title  of  Royal  Highland  Emi¬ 
grants,  to  be  compofed  of  natives 
of  that  country  who  had  lately  ar¬ 
rived  in  America,  and  who  in 
confequence  of  the  troubles  had 
not  obtained  fettlements.  With 
thefe  and  fome  Canadians,  to  the 
amount  of  a  few  hundred  men, 
the  Colonel  was  polled  near  the 
junftion  of  the  Sorel  with  the  river 
St.  Lawrence.  The  General  vvas 
at  Montreal,  where,  with  the 
greatell  difficulty,  and  by  every 
poffible  means,  he  had  got  toge¬ 
ther  near  a  thoufand  men,  com¬ 
pofed  principally  of  Canadians, 
with  a  few  regulars,  and  fome 
Tnglilhi  officers  and  volunteers. 
With  thefe  he  intended  a  junction 
with  M'^Lean,  and  then  to  have 
marched  direftiy  to  the  relief  of 
St.  John’s.  But  upon  his  attempt¬ 
ing  to  pafs  over  from  the  illand  of 
Montreal,  he  was  encountered  at 
Xiongueil  by  a  party  of  the  Provin¬ 
cials,  who  ealily  repulfed  the  Ca¬ 
nadians,  and  put  a  Bop  to  the 
whole  delign.  Another  party  had 
puffied  M‘Lean  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  Sorel,  where  the  Canadians 
having  received  advice  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  defeat,  immediately  aban¬ 
doned  him  to  a  man,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  make  the  bell  of  his 
way  to  Quebec  with  the  emi¬ 
grants. 

In  the  mean  time,  Montgomery 
puffied  on  the  liege  of  St,  John’s 
with  great  vigour,  had  advanced 
his  works  very  near  the  body  of 
the  fort,  and  was  making  prepara 


tions  for  a  general  affiault.  Nor, 
was  there  lefs  alacrity  ffiev/n  in  the 
defence,  the  Ipirit  as  well  as  the 
lire  of  the  garrifon  being  equ-ally 
fupported  to  the  laB.  In  this  Bate 
of  things,  an  account  of  the  luc-» 
cefs  at  Longueil,  accompanied  by 
the  prifoners  who  were  taken,  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  camp,  upon  which 
Montgomery  fent  a  Bag  and  a  let¬ 
ter  by  one  of  them  to  Major  Pref- 
ton,  hoping,  that  as  ail  means  of 
relief  were  now  cut  off  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  defeat,  he  would,  by  a 
timely  furrender  of  the  fort,  pre¬ 
vent  that  further  effufion  of  blood, 
which  a  fruitlefs  and  obBinate  de¬ 
fence  muB  neceffarily  occafion, 

The  Major  endeavoured  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  few  days  time  in  hopes  of 
being  relieved;  but  this  was  re- 
fufed,  on  account  of  the  latenefs 
and  feverity  of  the  feafon  ;  he  alfo 
endeavoured,  in  fettling  the  terms 
of  capitulation,  to  obtain  liberty 
for  the  garrifon  to  depart  for  Great 
Britain,  which  proved  equally 
fruitlefs,  and  they  were  obliged, 
after  being  allowed  the  honours  of 
war,  on  account  of  their  brave  de¬ 
fence,  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  furrender  themfelves  . 

prifoners.  They  were  ^  3 

allowed  their  baggage  and  effedls, 
the  officers  to  wear  their  fwords, 
and  their  other  arms  to  be  pre- 
ferved  for  them  till  the  troubles 
were  at  an  end.  In  all  tranfadlions. 
with  our  forces,  Montgomery  WTit, 
fpoke,  and  behaved  with  that  at¬ 
tention,  regard,  and  politenefs, 
to  both  private  men  and  officers, 
which  might  be  expedled  from  a 
man  of  worth  and  honour,  who 
found  himfelf  involved  in  an  un- 
happy  quarrel  with  his  friends  and 
countrymen.  All  the  prifoners 
were  fent  up  the  Lakes,  by  the  way 

of 
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of  Ticonderoga,  to  thofe  interior 
parts  of  the  colonies  which  were 
beft  adapted  to  provide  for  their 
reception  and  fecurity.  The  Pro¬ 
vincials  found  a  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  artillery  and  ufeful  ftores  in 
the  place. 

Upon  McLean’s  retreat  to 
Quebec,  the  party  who  had  re¬ 
duced  him  to  that  ncceffity,  imme- 
diately  creeled  batteries  on  a  point 
of  land  at  the  j  unflion  of  the  Sorel 
with  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  the  efcape  down  the 
latter  of  a  number  of  armed  velTels, 
which  General  Carleton  had  at 
Montreal;  they  alfo  conftrufted 
armed  rafts  and  floating  batteries 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  Thefe  mea- 
fures  eflhdually  prevented  the  paf- 
fage  of  General  CarIeton^s  arma¬ 
ment  to  Quebec,  which  were  not 
only  foiled  in  feveral  attempts, 
but  purfued,  attacked,  and  driven 
from  their  anchors  up  the  river  by 
the  Provincials ;  fo  that  as  General 
Montgomery  approached  Montreal 
immediately  after  the  furrender  of 
St.  John’s,  the  Governor’s  fltua- 
tion,  whether  in  the  town  or  a- 
board  the  velTels,  became  equally 
critical. 

This  danger  was  foon  increafed 
by  the  arrival  of  General  Mont¬ 
gomery  at  Montreal,  where  a  capi¬ 
tulation  was  propofed  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  French  and  Englifli  inhabi¬ 
tants,  including  a  kind  of  general 
treaty,  which  Montgomery  refu- 
fed,  as  they  were  in  no  flate  of 
defence  to  entitle  them  to  a  capi¬ 
tulation,  and  were  unable  to  ful¬ 
fil  the  conditions  on  theirpart.  He, 
however,  gave  them  a  written  an- 
fwer,  in  which  he  declared.  That 
the  continental  army  having  a  ge¬ 
nerous  difdain  of  every  adl  of  op- 
prefljon  and  violence,  and  having 


come  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
giving  liberty  and  fecurity,  he 
therefore  engaged  his  honour  to 
maintain,  in  the  peaceable  pofTef- 
fion  of  their  property  of  every' 
kind,  the  individuals  and  religious 
communities  of  the  city  of  Mon¬ 
treal,  He  engaged  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  all  the  inhabitants  in 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ; 
hoped  that  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  all  the  Canadians  would 
be  eflablilhed  upon  the  mofl:  perma-i 
nent  footing  by  a  provincial  con- 
grefs*;  promifed  that  courts  of 
juftice  fliould  be  fpeedily  ellablifli- 
ed  upon  the  moft  liberal  plan,  con¬ 
formable  to  the  Britifh  Conflitu- 
tion  ;  and,  in  general,  complied 
with  other  articles,  fo  far  as  they 
were  confiftent  and  in  his  power* 
This  fecurity  being  j.  , 

given  to  the  people,  ^ 

his  troops  took  pofleflion  of  the 
town. 

Nothing  could  now  afford  the 
flighteft  hope  of  the  prefervation 
cf  any  part  of  Canada  but  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon.  Whether 
through  inability  for  fo  great  an 
enterprize,  or  from  difference  of 
opinion,  the  invafion  of  that  pro¬ 
vince  was  not  undertaken  until 
the  feafon  for  military  operations 
was  nearly  pafled.  To  balance 
this,  there  remained  but  an  hand^ 
ful  of  regular  troops  in  Canada, 
and  the  taking  of  General  Carle- 
ton,  which  feemed  nearly  certain, 
would  have  rendered  its  fate  inevi¬ 
table,  Fortune,  however,  deter¬ 
mined  otherwife,  and  at  the  time 
that  all  hopes  of  the  armed  vefTels 
being  able  to  get  down  the  river 
were  given  up,  and  that  Montgo¬ 
mery  was  preparing  batteaux  with 
light  artillery  at  Montreal  to  at¬ 
tack  them  on  that  fide,  and  force 
[4]  4  them 
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them  down  upon  the  batteries, 
means  were  tuccersfully  taken  for 
conveying  rh?’  Governor  in  a  dark 
night,  in  a  boat  with  muffled  pad¬ 
dles,  pall  the  en'prnies  guards  and 
batteries,  and  hn  arrived  fafely  at 
Q^uebec,  which  he  found  environed 
with  danger  from  an  unexpedled 
quarter.  As  it  was  impradticable 
to  fave  the  Ihips,  General  Prefect 
was  obliged  to  enter  into  a  capi¬ 
tulation  with  the  Provincials,  by 
which  the  whole  of  the  river  naval 
force,  confiding  of  eleven  armed 
vefflels,  was  furrendered  into  their 
hands,  the  General  himfelf,  with 
feveral  other  officers,  fome  gentle¬ 
men  in  the  civil  department, 
Canadian  volunteers,  and  near 
12Q  Englifli  foldiers,  all  of  whom 
had  taken  refuge  on  board  upon 
the  approach  of  General  Montgo¬ 
mery  to  Montreal,  becoming  pri- 
foners  of  war. 

Whim  the  Provincials  were  thus 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Upper  Ca¬ 
nada  from  the  New-York  fide,  and 
by  the  old  beaten  courfe  of  the 
Uakes,  an  expedition,  confidera- 
bly  diftinguiflied  by  its  novelty, 
fpirit,  enterprize,  by  the  difficul¬ 
ties  that  oppofed,  and  the  con- 
llancy  that  fucceeded  in  its  exe¬ 
cution,  was  undertaken  direftiy 
again  ft  the  lower  part  of  the  pro- 
vince  and  the  city  of  Quebec,  from 
the  New-England  fide,  by  a  route 
which  had  hitherto  been  untried, 
and  confidered  as  imprafticable. 
This  expedition  was  uu^ertaken 
by  Colonel  Arnold,  who  about  the 
middle  of  September,  at  the  head 
of  two  regiments,  confifting  of 
about  iicK)  men,  marched  from 
the  camp  n*'-‘ar  Bofton,  to  New'- 
bury  Port,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Merrimack,  where  veftels 
were  in  readinefs  to  convey  them 


by  fea  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Kennebec,  in  New  Hampfflire ;  a 
voyage  of  about  forty  leagues. 

On  the  zzd  of  the  fame  month 
they  embarked  their  ftores  and 
troops  in  200  batteaux,  at  Gardi¬ 
ner’s  Town,  on  the  Kennebec, 
and  proceeded  v/ith  great  difficulty 
up  that  river,  having  a  rapid 
ftream,  with  a  rocky  bottom  and 
fhores,  continually  interrupted  by 
falls  and  carrying  places,  with 
numberlefs  other  impediments  to 
encounter.  In  this  paftage  the 
batteaux  were  frequently  filled 
with  waters,  or  overfet ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a  part  of  their 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions, 
were  fometimes  loft.  At  the  nu¬ 
merous  carrying  places,  beftdes  the 
labour  of  loading  and  reloading, 
they  were  obliged  to  convey  the 
boats  on  their  fhoulders.  The 
great  carrying  place  was  above 
twffive  miles  acrofs.  That  part  of 
the  detachment  which  was  not  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  batteaux,  marched 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
the  boats  and  men  being  difpofed 
in  three  diviiions,  each  divifion 
encamped  together  every  night. 
Nor  was  the  march  by  land  more 
eligible  than  the  paffage  by  water. 
They  had  thick  woods,  deep 
fwamps,  difficult  mountains,  and 
precipices,  alternately  to  encoun¬ 
ter,  and  were  at  times  obliged  to 
cut  their  way  for  miles  together 
through  the  thickets.  At  the  car¬ 
rying  places  they  were  obliged  to 
traverfe  the  fame  ground  feveral 
times  heavy  loaded.  From  all 
thefe  Impediments  their  progrefs 
was  of  courfe  very  flow,  being  in 
general  only  from  four  or  five  to 
nine  or  ten  miles  a  day.  The 
conftant  fatigue  and  labour  caufed 
many  tg  fall  fick,  which  added  to, 

their 
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their  difficulties,  and  provifions 
grew  at  length  fo  fcarce,  that  fome 
of  the  men  eat  their  dogs,  and 
whatever  elfe  of  any  kind  that 
could  be  converted  to  food. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  head 
of  the  Kennebec,  they  fent  back 
their  lick,  and  one  of  the  Colonels 
took  that  opportunity  of  returning 
with  his  divifion,  under  pretence 
of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  or  knowledge  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  had 
inarched  forwards.  By  this  defer- 
tion,  and  the  fick  that  were  re¬ 
turned,  Arnold^s  detachment  was 
reduced  about  one  third  from  its 
original  number.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  proceeded  with  their  ufual 
conftancy  ;  and  having  crolTed  the 
heights  of  land,  as  a  ridge  that  ex¬ 
tends  quite  through  that  conti¬ 
nent  is  called,  and  from  whence 
the  waters  on  either  fide  take 
courfes  diredlly  contrary  to  thofe 
on  the  other,  they  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  head  of  the  river 
Chandiere,  which  running  through 
Canada,  falls  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  near  Quebec.  Their 
difficulties  now  were  growing  to 
an  end,  and  they  foon  approached 
the  inhabited  parts  of  Canada  ; 
on  the  3d  of  November,  a  party 
which  they  had  pufhed  forward  re¬ 
turned  with  provifions,  and  they 
foon  after  came  to  a  houfe,  being 
the  firll:  they  had  beheld  for  thirty- 
one  days,  having  fpent  that  whole 
time  in  traverfmg  an  hideous  wil- 
dernefs,  without  ever  meeting  any 
thing  human. 

The  Canadians  received  them 
here  with  the  fame  good-will  that 
Montgomery’s  corps  had  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Montreal  ;  they  lupplied  them 
liberally  with  provifions  and  ne- 
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ceflariesj  and  rendered  them  every 
other  affiftance  in  their  power. 
Arnold  immediately  publifhed  ati 
addrefs  to  the  people,  figned  by 
General  Walhington,  of  the  fame 
nature  with  that  which  had  beea 
before  iffued  by  Schuyler  and 
Montgomery.  They  were  in¬ 
vited  to  join  with  the  other  colo¬ 
nies  in  an  indiffioluble  union. 
To  range  themfelves  under  the 
ftandard  of  general  liberty.  They 
were  informed,  that  the  armament 
was  fent  into  the  province,  not  to 
plunder,  but  to  proteft  and  ani¬ 
mate  them  ;  that  they  themfelves 
were  enjoined  to  adl,  and  to  con- 
lider  themfelves,  as  in  the  country 
of  their  bek  friends  ;  they  were 
requefted,  therefore,  not  to  defert 
their  habitations,  nor  fly  from 
their  friends ;  but  to  provide  them, 
with  fuch  fupplies  as  their  country 
aflorded  ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf 
for  their  fafety  and  fecurity,  as 
well  as  for  an  ample  compenfa- 
tion. 

The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this 
time  in  a  date  of  great  weaknefs, 
as  well  as  internal  difeontent  and 
diforder.  The  Britifli  merchants 
and  inhabitants  had  been  long 
much  difgulted  and  dilTatisfied. 
Their  oppofition  to  the  Quebec 
A£l,  and  the  petitions  which  they 
had  fent  to  England  upon  that 
fubjedt,  had  been  grievoufly  re- 
fented  by  their  own  government; 
and  from  that  period  they  had,  as 
the  difepntented  faid,  not  only 
been  flighted  and  treated  with  in¬ 
difference,  but  even  regarded  with, 
an  apparent  eye  of  diflrufl:  and  fu- 
fpicion.  They  complained,  that 
as  the  great  political  objedl  in  that 
country  was  to  attach  the  native 
Canadians  inviolably  to  govern¬ 
ment,  fo  the  French  nobleffe,  and 

civil 
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civil  officers,  became,  excepting 
the  Britiffi  military,  the  only  fa* 
vourites;  and  thefe  having  foon 
acquired  the  manners  and  affieda- 
tions  of  all  other  courtiers  and  fa¬ 
vourites,  paffed  no  occalion  to  in- 
fait  the  Englilh  as  malcontents, 
with  the  violence  of  their  zeal,  and 
the  outrageoufnefs  of  their  loyalty. 
They  reprefented,  that  thefe  new 
courtiers  induftrioufly  brought  up 
queftions  upon  public  affairs,  and 
difcourfes  upon  government  in 
their  company,  and  then  conhrued 
that  freedom  of  opinion,  which 
the  native  Englilhhad  derived  from 
nature  and  habit,  as  well  as  from 
prefent  difcontent,  as  proceeding 
from  real  ill  delign  and  difaffeftion. 
There  needs  not  a  hronger  proof 
how  little  they  were  trufted  or  re¬ 
garded,  than  that  when  the  troops 
were  fenl  off  to  Montreal  and  the 
Sorel  to  oppofe  the  rebels,  notwith- 
ffanding  the  very  alarming  Hate  of 
public  affairs,  and  that  the  city, 
together  with  the  large  property 
which  they  poffeffed  in  it,  were 
left  expofed  without  a  garrifon  ; 
yet  their  application  for  leave  to 
be  embodied  as  a  militia  for  its 
defence,  fo  far  from  being  com¬ 
plied  with,  was  not  even,  as  they 
affirmed,  deemed  worthy  of  an 
anfwer.  flow  much  of  this  repre- 
fentation  was  the  mere  effeft  of 
difcontent,  we  cannot  undertake 
to  fay.  It  is  certain  that  great 
heartburnings  and  animofites  pre¬ 
vailed  among  the  Englifh  civil 
fubjedls  and  the  military  power  in 
that  government,  which  the  Que¬ 
bec  Ad  irritated  and  inflamed  to 
an  high  degree. 

Neither  does  it  appear  that  any 
great  reliance  could  be  placed  at 
that  lime  upon  the  French  inhabi¬ 
tants  for  the  defence  of  the  city? 


Manv  of  them  were  at  leafl:  waver* 
ing,  and  fome  worfe.  As  to  other 
matters,  there  were  no  troops  of 
any  fort  in  the  place,  until 
McLean’s  handful  of  new~raifed 
emigrants  arrived  from  the  Sorel, 
Some  marines  which  the  Governor 
had  fent  for  to  Boflon  were  re- 
fufed  by  a  naval  council  of  war, 
from  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon, 
and  the  danger  of  the  navigation. 
The  militia,  however,  had  been 
lately  embodied  by  the  Lieute* 
nant-Governor, 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  ? 

affairs  at  Quebec,  w'ben  9 

Arnold  and  his  party  appeared  at 
Point  Levi,  oppofite  the  town. 
The  river  was  fortunately  between 
them,  and  the  boats  fecured,  other- 
wife  it  feems  highly  probable  that 
they  would  have  become  mafters 
of  the  place  in  the  flrfl  furprize  and 
confufion.  This  defebf  w'as  indeed 
remedied  in  a  few  days  by  the  ala¬ 
crity  of  the  Canadians,  who  fup- 
plied  them  with  canoes,  hnd  they 
effetled  their  paffage  in  a  dark 
night,  notwithflanding  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  armed  veffels  and  fri¬ 
gates  of  war  in  the  river.  But  the 
critical  moment  was  now  palled. 
The  difcontented  inhabitants,  En¬ 
gl  i  111  and  Canadians,  as  foon  as 
danger  preffed,  united  for  their 
common  defence.  They  became 
lerioufly  alarmed  for  the  immenfe 
property  which  Quebec  contained. 
They  defired  to  be,  and  were,  em¬ 
bodied  and  armed.  The  failors 
had  landed,  and  were  at  the  bat¬ 
teries  to  ferve  the  guns,  the  de¬ 
fendants  were  confiderably  fupe- 
rior  in  number  to  the  affailants, 
and  Arnold  had  no  artillery.  In 
thefe  circumflances,  his  only  hope 
mull  have  been  the  defedlion  of 
the  inhabitiints  5  and  difappointed 
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In  that,  nothing  remained  prafti- 
cable  for  him,  but  intercepting 
the  roads,  and  cutting  off  the  fup- 
plies,  until  the  arrival  of  Montgo¬ 
mery.  He  accordingly  paraded 
for  fome  days  on  the  heights  near 
the  town,  and  fent  two  flags  to 
fummon  the  inhabitants;  but  they 
were  fired  at,  and  no  meffage  ad¬ 
mitted  ;  upon  which,  he  at  length 
drew  off  his  detachment  into  quar^ 
ters  of  refrefhment. 

In  the  mean  time,  Montgomery 
having  found  plenty  of  w'oollen 
manufadlures,  and  other  articles  of 
wear,  at  Montreal,  took  that  op¬ 
portunity  of  new  .  cloathing  his 
troops,  who  had  fuffered  exceffive- 
ly  from  the  feverity  of  the  climate, 
the  deepnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the 
want  of  covering  fuitable  to  fuch 
circuradances,  Notvvithftanding 
the  flattering  appearance  of  his  fuc- 
cefles,  the  fituation  of  that  com¬ 
mander  was  far  from  being  envia¬ 
ble  ;  and  indeed  was  attended  with 
continual  and  growing  difficulties, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  his  own  ge¬ 
nius  c-^uld  furmount.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  of  conducing  and  governing 
an  army,  compofed  wholly  of  new 
foldiers,  and  thefe  led  direftly 
from  their  civil  occupations  to  the 
field,  even  fuppoflng  them  raifed 
in  old  countries,  and  where  fubor- 
dination  is  the  mofl  perfectly  eila- 
blifhed,  will  be  conceived  by  thofe 
pbrfons  who  are  the  leaft  conver- 
fant  in  military  affairs.  But  here 
the  troops  were  compofed  of  men 
the  moff  unufed,  and  who  from 
principles,  habits,  and  manner  of 
life,  were  the  moll  averfe  to  every 
idea  of  fubordination,  of  any  ci^" 
vilized  people  in  the  kno-«fvn 
world  ;  they  were  to  be  trainefi  on 
through  numberlefs  wants  and 
diftreifes,  through  flrange  and  de« 
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fart  countries,  and  when  arrived  at 
the  fcene  of  adlion,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  in  all  the  wantonnefs 
of  military  parade  and  novel 
power,  their  wants  were  to  be  en¬ 
dured,  their  appetites  rellrained, 
and  their  licentioufnefs  controuled, 
for  fear  of  alienating  the  afredlions 
of  the  Canadians,  while  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  harfh  or  llrid  mili¬ 
tary  difcipline  was  equally  to  be 
avoided,  under  the  dread  of  their 
own  defedlion.  They  were  be- 
fides  only  inlifled  for  a  certain, 
fhort  term,  according  to  the  ufual 
practice  of  the  colonies ;  and  as  the 
time  of  their  difcharge  now  drew 
near,  there  was  nothing  but  the 
name  of  their  leader,  and  affec¬ 
tion  to  his  perfon,  to  keep  them 
longer  together. 

General  Carleton  arrived  at 
Quebec  about  the  time  that  Ar¬ 
nold’s  detachment  had  retired 
from  its  neighbourhood,  and  im¬ 
mediately  took  fuch  meafures  for 
its  defence,  as  were  fuitable  to 
that  military  charadler  which  he 
had  long  eftabliflied.  His  firfl  aft 
was  to  oblige  all  thofe  to  quit  the 
town,  with  their  families,  who  re- 
fufed  to  take  up  arms  in  its  de¬ 
fence.  The  garrifon,  including 
ail  orders  who  did  duty,  confifted 
of  about  1500  men,  a  number, 
fuppoflng  them  even  the  befl 
troops,  totally  unequal  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  fuch  extenfive  works,  if 
an  equal  weaknefs  had  not  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  fide  of  the  befiegers, 
Of  thefe,  it  could  fcarcely  be  faid 
that  any  were  regulars,  McLean’s 
corps  being  newly  raifed,  and  the 
only  company  of  the  7th  regiment 
which  had  efcaped  being  taken, 
confifling  principally  of  recruits  5 
the  reft  were  compofed  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  and  French  militia,  a  few 

marines. 
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marines,  and  about  450  feamen, 
belonging  to  the  king’s  frigates, 
and  to  the  merchant-fliips  that  win¬ 
tered  in  the  harbour.  Thefe  lail, 
habituated  to  the  management  of 
great  guns,  and  to  prompt  ma- 
¥)C]suvres,  were  the  real  ftrength  of 
the  garrifon. 

Montgomery,  having  left  fome 
troops  in  Montreal  and  the  forts, 
and  fent  detachments  into  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  province,  to  en¬ 
courage  the  Canadians,  as  well  as 
to  forward  fapplies  of  provifions 
snd  neceiTaries,  pufhed  on  with  as 
many  men  as  could  be  fpared  from 
thefe  fervices,  and  fuch  artillery  as 
be  could  procure,  to  join  Arnold. 
Their  march  was  in  winter ; 
through  bad  roads,  in  a  fevere 
climate  ;  beneath  the  fall  of  the 
iirfl;  fnows,  and  therefore  made 
under  great  hardlbips  ;  which, 
however,  they  encountered  with 
equal  refolution  ;  and  arrived  with 
incredible  expedition  at  Quebec. 

TV  Upon  their  arrival 

*  ^  *  before  the  town,  Mont¬ 
gomery  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Governor,  magnifying  his  own 
ftrength,  Ifating  the  weaknefs  of 
the  garrifon,  fliewing  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  relief,  and  recommend¬ 
ing  an  immediate  furrender,  to 
avoid  the  dreadful  confequences 
which  mull:  attend  a  ftorm,  irri¬ 
tated  as,  he  faid,  his  vidlorious 
troops  were,  at  the  injurious  and 
cruel  treatment  which  they  had  in 
various  particulars  received  at  his 
hands.  Though  the  flag  that  con¬ 
veyed  this  letter,  as  well  as  every 
other,  was  fired  at,  and  all  com¬ 
munication  abfolutely  forbidden 
by  the  Governor,  Montgomery 
found  other  means  to  convey  a  let¬ 
ter  of  the  fame  nature  ;  but  neither 
threats  nor  dangers  could  produce 
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any  effedt  upon  the  inflexible  firm- 
nefs  of  the  veteran  Governor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Montgo¬ 
mery’s  forces  were  very  much  fu- 
perior,  in  number  or  quality,  to 
thofe,  fueh  as  they  were,  who  de¬ 
fended  the  town.  His  only  pro- 
fpedl  of  fuccefs  Teemed  therefore  to 
be  founded  upon  the  impreflion, 
which  the  parade  of  his  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  the  violence  of  his  at¬ 
tacks,  might  make  upon  the  motley 
garrifon,  or,  if  thofe  failed,  to 
weary  them  out  by  continual  mo¬ 
tions  and  faife  alarms.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  commenced  a  bombardment, 
with  five  fmall  mortars,  which 
continued  for  fome  days,  and 
might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have 
anfwered  the  former  of  thofe  in¬ 
tentions,  by  throwing  the  garrifon 
into  diforder  ;  but  the  intrepidity 
of  the  Governor,  feconded  by  the 
bravery,  indefatigable  induflry, 
and  perfeverance,  of  the  chief  offi¬ 
cers,  as  well  as  the  aftivity  of  the 
feamen  and  marines,  prevented 
the  expefied  effedl.  We  mull:  do 
juftice  alio  to  the  garrifon  in  gene¬ 
ral,  who  nobly  followed  the  ex¬ 
ample,  and  fupported  the  bravery 
of  their  commanders,  and  endured 
the  incommodities,  wants,  and 
diftrefles,  incident  to  fo  long  a 
fiege,  joined  to  a  mofl:  grievoufly 
fevere unremitted  duty,  with 
wonderful  conftancy  and  refolii- 
tion. 

Jn  a  few  days  Montgomery 
opened  a  fix-gun  battery  at  about 
700  yards  diltance  from  the  walls; 
but  his  metal  was  too  light  to  pro¬ 
duce  any  conliderable  effefl.  In 
the  mean  time  the  fnow  lay  deep 
upon  the  ground,  and  the  feverity 
of  the  ciiiiiate  was  fuch,  that  hu¬ 
man  nature  feemed  incapable  of 
withflanding  its  force  in  the  field. 

The 
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The  hardfhips  and  fatigues  which 
the  Provincial  foldiers  underwent, 
both  from  the  feafon,  and  the 
fniallnefs  of  their  number,  feemed 
incredible,  and  could  only  be  en¬ 
dured  from  their  enthufiallic  adhe¬ 
rence  to  their  caufe,  and  through 
the  affeflion  or  edeem  which  they 
bore  to  their  General.  This  con- 
ilancv  mull  however  fail,  if  the 
evils  were  increafed,  or  too  long 
continued.  The  time  for  which 
many  of  the  foldiers  had  engaged 
was  alfo  expired,  or  expiring  ; 
and  it  could  not  be  anfwered  how 
foon  they  might  infill  upon  return¬ 
ing  home,  nor  whether  fuch  an 
event  would  not  totally  break  up 
the  little  army.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  New-York  men  were  toofenfi- 
ble  of  the  climate  ;  and  did  not 
Ihew  the  vigour  or  perfeverance  of 
thofe  hardy  New-Englanders  who 
had  traverfed  the  defarts  with  Ar¬ 
nold. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  Mont¬ 
gomery  thought  that  fomething 
decifive  muft  be  immediately  done, 
or  that  the  benefit  of  his  pail  fuc- 

A 

cefTes  would,  in  a  great  degree,  be 
loll  to  the  caufe  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  his  own  renown, 
which  now  fltone  in  great  luflre, 
be  dimmed,  if  not  obfeured.  He 
knew  the  Americans  would  confi- 
der  Quebec  as  taken  from  the  in- 
llant  that  they  heard  of  his  arrival 
before  it.  That  the  higher  their 
expedlations  were  railed,  the  more 
grievous  the  difappointment  would 
be  in  cafe  of  a  failure.  Their 
confidence  of  fuccefs  was  founded 
upon  the  high  opinion  which  they 
^eld  of  his  courage  and  ability  ;  to 
forfeit  that  opinion,  was  the  worll 
of  all  poflible  confequences.  Yet, 
to  attempt  the  city  by  Ilorm,  with 
»  garrifon  equal  ia  number  to  the 


aflailants,  and  the  great  natural 
ftrength  of  the  upper  town  to  en¬ 
counter,  which  is  one  of  thofe 
places  that  are  ufually  called  im¬ 
pregnable,  feemed  an  effort  truly 
defperate.  But  great  minds  are 
feldom  good  calculators  of  danger; 
and  if  the  glory  in  view  be  great, 
do  not  minutely  attend  to  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  lie  in  their  way  to 
that  objedl.  Indeed,  the  moll  il- 
lullrious  military  atchievements, 
in  all  ages,  have  owed  their  fuc¬ 
cefs  to  a  noble  contempt  of  com¬ 
mon  forms,  and  common  calcula¬ 
tions.  Fortune,  in  contempt  of 
the  pride  of  man,  ever  was,  and 
ever  will  be  the  greater  arbiter  in 
w'^ar.  Upon  the  w'hole,  Montgo¬ 
mery,  depending  much  upon  for¬ 
tune,  and  not  a  little  upon  the  na¬ 
ture  and  difpohtion  of  the  garri¬ 
fon,  determined  upon  a  defperate 
attempt  to  carry  the  place  by  ef- 
calade. 

Whim  he  was  making  the  ne- 
cefTary  preparations  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  it  is  faid  that  the  garrifon 
received  intelligence  of  it  by  fome 
deferters,  and  that  he  perceived, 
by  their  motions,  that  they  were 
not  only  acquainted  with  the  gene¬ 
ral  defign,  but  with  the  particular 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution, 
which  they  were  accordingly  pre¬ 
paring  with  the  utmofl:  vigour  and 
order  to  oppofe.  This  untoward 
circumllance  rendered  a  total 
change  in  his  original  difpofitiong 
neceffary,  and  it  is  not  impoffible, 
that  this  difarrangement  had  a 
confiderable  influence  on  the  fuc- 
ceeding  events.  However  that 
was,  early  in  the  morning,  on  the 
lall  day  of  the  year  1775,  and  un¬ 
der  the  cover  of  a  violent  fnow- 
llorm,  he  proceeded  to  this  ardu¬ 
ous  attempt.  He  had  dilpofed  of 

his 
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his  little  army  in  four  divifions,  of 
which  two  carried  on  falfe  attacks 
againft  the  upper  town,  whilft 
himfelf  and  Arhold  conduced  two 
Teal  againil  oppo/lte  parts  of  the 
lower.  By  this  means  the  alarm 
was  general  in  both  towns,  and 
might  have  diTconcerted  the  moll 
experienced  troops  ;  from  the  fide 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  along 
the  fortified  front,  and  round  to 
the  Bafon,  every  part  feemed 
equally  threatened,  if  not  equally 
in  danger. 

About  five  o’clock,  Montgo¬ 
mery,  at  the  head  of  the  New- 
York  troops,  advanced  againfi:  the 
lower  town,  at  Aunce  de  Mere, 
under  Cape  Diamond  ;  but  from 
fome  difficulties  which  intervened 
in  his  approach,  the  fignal  for  en¬ 
gaging  had  been  given,  and  the 
garrifon  alarmed,  before  he  could 
reach  the  place.  He  however 
prelTed  on  in  a  narrow  file,  upon , 
a  fcanty  path,  with  a  precipice  to 
the  river  on  one  fide,  and  an 
banging  rock  over  him ;  feized 
and  pafied  the  firll  barrier,  and, 
accompanied  by  a  few  ofhis  braveft 
officers  and  men,  marched  boldly 
at  the  head  of  the  detachment  to 
attack  the  fecond.  This  barri¬ 
cade  was  much  ftronger  than  the 
firll.  Several  cannon  were  there 
planted,  loaded  with  grape  Ihot. 
From  thefe,  as  well  as  from  awell- 
diredled  andfupported  fire  of  muf- 
quetry,  an  end  was  at  once  put  to 
the  hopes  of  this  enterprizing  offi¬ 
cer,  and  to  the  fortune  of  his  party 
in  Canada.  The  General  him¬ 
felf,  with  his  Aid  de  Camp,  Ibme 
other  officers,  and  moll  of  thofe 
who  were  near  his  perfon,  fell  up¬ 
on  the  fpot.  The  command  de¬ 
volved  upon  a  Mr.  Campbell,  who 
immediately  retired  without  any 


farther  effort.  Whether  he  yielded 
too  eafily  to  the  firll  impreifion,  as 
the  Americans  afferted,  it  is  im« 
poffible  for  thofe  who  are  not  per- 
feflly  acquainted  with  all  the  par¬ 
ticulars  to  determine. 

In  the  mean  time,  Arnold,  with 
a  body  of  thofe  troops  who  had 
originally  fignalized  themfelves  by 
the  memorable  expedition  under 
his  command  in  Canada,  fup- 
ported  by  fome  New-York  artil¬ 
lery,  made  their  attempt  on  that 
part  of  the  town  called  the  Saut  at 
Matelot,  and  having  penetrated 
through  St.  Roques,  they  attacked 
a  fmall  but  well -defended  battery, 
which  they  carried  with  confider- 
able  lofs,  after  an  hour’s  lharp  en¬ 
gagement.  They  had  likewife 
the  fortune  upon  this  occafion  to 
be  left  without  a  commander  ;  for 
^mold’s  leg  being^Ihattered  by  a 
Ihot,  he  was  necellarily  carried  off 
to  the  camp.  His  place  was,  how¬ 
ever,  well  fupplied  by  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  officers,  and  the  refo- 
lution  of  the  men  ;  who,  being  ig¬ 
norant  of  Montgomery’s  misfori- 
tune,  were  fo  far  from  being  dif- 
pirited  by  their  own,  that  they 
pufhed  on  with  great  vigour,  and 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  another 
barrier. 

The  garrifon  now  being  reco¬ 
vered  from  their  furprize,  and 
their  hands  cleared  in  all  other 
quarters,  had  time  to  attend  to  the 
fitiiation  of  Arnold’s  divifion,  and 
to  perceive  the  opportunity  which 
was  offered  of  cutting  them  off. 
Their  lituation  was  fuch,  that  in 
attempting  a  retreat  they  mull 
pafs  for  a.  confiderable  way  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  walls,  expofed  to 
the  whole  fire  of  the  garrifon.  To 
render  thek-  tace  inevitable,  a  con- 
fiderabie  detachment,  with  feverai 

^  field. 
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iield-pieces,  iiTued  through  a  gate 
which  commanded  that  pafTage, 
and  attacked  them  furioufly  in  the 
rear,  whillt  they  were  already  ful¬ 
ly  occupied  in  every  other  part,  by 
the  troops  which  now  poured  upon 
them  from  all  quarters.  In  thefe 
defperate  circumftances,  without 
a  pofiibility  of  efcape,  attacked 
on  all  fides,  and  under  every  dif- 
advantage  of  ground  as  well  as 
number,  they  obllinately  defended 
I  themfelves  for  three  hours,  and  at 
I  length  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war. 

The  prifoners  were  treated  with 
the  greatefl  humanity  by  General 
Carleton ;  a  conduct,  which  the 
habitual  military  feverity  of  his 
temper  rendered  the  more  ho¬ 
nourable.  All  enmity  to  Mont- 
I  gomery  expired  with  his  life,  and 
I  xefpe(!:l  to  his  private  charafler  pre¬ 
vailed  over  all  other  confiderations ; 
his  dead  body  received  every  poffi- 
ble  mark  of  diftinelion  from  the 
I  viflors,  and  was  interred  in  Que- 
'  bee  with  all  the  military  honours 
:  due  to  a  brave  foldier.  It  appears, 
by  comparing  different  circum- 
ffances  previous  and  fubfequent  to 
this  engagem.ent,  that  the  rebels, 
iin  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners, 
did  not  lofe  fewer  than  half  their 
number.  A  letter  from  Arnold, 
written  foon  after,  ftates  their  re¬ 
maining  force  at  only  700  men. 
Thus  fell  Richard  Montgomery. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  good  fa¬ 
mily  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
ferved  with  reputation  in  the  late 
war,  and  fell  in  the  prime  of  life. 
The  excellency  of  his  qualities  and 
difpofition  had  procured  him  an 
uncommon  (hare  of  private  affec- 
ijtion,  as  his  abilities  had  of  public 
I  efteem ;  and  there  was  probably 
►  no  man  engaged  on  the  fame  lide. 
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and  few  on  either,  whofe  lofs 
would  have  been  fo  much  regretted 
both  in  England  and  America.  He 
is  reprefented  as  a  real  and  eager 
lover  of  liberty  ;  and  having  mar* 
ried  a  lady,  and  purchafed  an 
eftate  in  New- York,  was  from 
thence  induced  to  confider  himfelf 
as  an  American,  Thus,  fav  his 
friends,  he  was  led  by  principle 
to  quit  the  fweets  of  an  eafy  for¬ 
tune,  the  enjoyment  of  a  loved  and 
philofophicai  rural  life,  with  the 
higheft  dometiic  felicity,  to  take 
an  a«5live  fharc  iu  all  the  miferies 
and  dangers  of  the  prefent  trou¬ 
bles.  He  had  undoubtedly  con- 
fiderable,  and  probably  great,  mi¬ 
litary  abilities  ;  and  it  remains  to 
be  lamented,  that  a  man,  who 
feemed  fo  well  formed  to  fupport 
the  interefts  and  glory  of  his 
country  againft  her  natural  foes, 
fhould  have  periflied  in  an  unna¬ 
tural  and  moil  unhappy  civil  con- 
teft.  In  America,  he  was  revered 
as  a  martyr  to  the  caufe  of  human 
nature,  and  the  liberties  of  man¬ 
kind.  What  was  more  extraordi¬ 
nary,  the  molt  powerful  fpeakers 
in  the  Britifh  parliament  difplayed 
their  eloquence  in  praifing  his  vir¬ 
tues  and  lamenting  his  fate.  A 
great  orator,  and  veteran  fellow- 
foldier  of  his  in  the  late  war,  fhed 
abundance  of  tears,  whilft  he  ex¬ 
patiated  on  their  fail  friendfhip 
and  participation  of  fervice  in  that 
feafon  of  enterprize  and  glory. 
Even  the  miniller  extolled  his 
virtues,  whilft  he  condemned  the 
rebellious  caufe  they  were  em- 
played  in,  and  the  fatal  efteds 
which  their  miftaken  application 
had  produced. 

The  Governor  and  officers  ac¬ 
quired  great  and  deferved  honour 
by  this  defence,  and  the  behavi¬ 
our 
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our  of  tlie  raw  garrifon  would  have 
done  credit  to  veterans.  It  afford¬ 
ed  an  inftance,  how  far  the  condudl 
and  example  of  a  few  brave  and 
experienced  officers  might  operate, 
in  rendering  the  raweft  and  worft- 
formed  troops  refpedable.  In¬ 
deed,  the  emulation  arifiog  be¬ 
tween  the  different  orders  of  men 
’which  compofed  the  garrifon,  pro¬ 
bably  converted  an  apparent  weak- 
nefs  into  a  real  drength. 

The  befiegers  immediately  quit¬ 
ted  their  camp,  and  retired  about 
three  miles  from  the  city,  where 
they  ftrengthened  their  quarters  in 
the  beil  manner  they  were  able, 
being  apprehenfive  of  a  purfuit 
and  attack  from  the  garrifon.  The 
latter,  however,  though  now  fu- 
perior  in  number,  were  unfit  for 
a  fervice  of  that  nature,  and  their 
able  Governor,  with  a  degree  of 
wifdom  and  fobriety  equal  to  his 
intrepidity  and  firmnefs,  content¬ 
ed  himfelfwith  the  unexpedled  ad¬ 
vantage  and  fecurity  he  had  gain¬ 
ed,  without  hazarding  the  fate  of 
the  province,  and  perhaps  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  any  rafh  enterprize.  The 
city  was  now  completely  out  of 
danger,  and  the  great  fuccours 
which  were  expelled  could  not 
fail  to  relieve  the  whole  province. 

By  the  death  of  Montgomery, 
the  command  of  the  American 
army  devolved  upon  Arnold,  whofe 
wound  rendered  him,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  unequal  to  fo  arduous  a  talk. 
Their  perfeverance  was,  however, 
aflonifhing  in  their  circumflances. 
They  had  loft,  befides  their  Gene¬ 
ral,  (in  whom  it  might  be  faid  all 
their  hopes  and  conftdence  refided) 


the  beft  of  their  officers,  and  tbe 
braveft  of  their  fellows,  with  a 
part  of  their  fmall  artillery.  The 
hope  of  affiftance  was  diftant,  and, 
at  beft,  the  arrival  of  fuccours 
muft  be  flow.  It  was  well  knowa 
that  the  Canadians,  befides  being 
naturally  quick  and  fickle  in  their 
refolutions,  were  peculiarly  dif- 
pofed  to  be  biaffed  by  fuccefs,  fo 
that  their  affiftance  now  grew  ex¬ 
tremely  precarious.  The  feverity 
of  a  Canada  winter  was  alfo  far 
beyond  any  thing  they  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  and  the  fnow  lay 
above  four  feet  deep  upon  a  level. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  it  required 
no  fmall  fhare  of  adlivity,  as  well 
as  addrefs,  to  keep  them  in  any 
manner  together.  Arnold,  who 
had  hitherto  difplayed  uncommon 
talents  in  his  march  into  Canada, 
(which  may  be  compared  to  the 
greateft  things  done  in  that  kind) 
difcovered  on  this  occafion  the  ut- 
moft  vigour  of  a  determined  mind, 
and  a  genius  full  of  refources.  De¬ 
feated  and  wounded  as  he  was,  he 
put  his  troops  into  fuch  a  fituation 
as  to  keep  them  ftill  formidable. 
He  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  Woo- 
fter,  who  was  at  Montreal,  to 
bring  fuccours,  and  to  affume  the 
command;  but  as  this  could  not 
be  done  immediately,  he  bore  up, 
with  the  force  he  had,  againft  the 
difficulties  with  which  he  was  fur- 
rounded.  From  that  time  the 
fiege  was  for  feme  months  con¬ 
verted  into  a  blockade,  and  Ar¬ 
nold  found  means  effeftually  to  ob- 
ffrudl  the  arrival  of  any  fupplies  of 
provifions  or  neceffaries  in  the 
town. 
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During  there  proceedings 
in  Canada,  a  long  courfe  of 
Jealoufy,  dillrufti  fufpicioni  and 
altercation^  between  the  Governor; 
and  the  major  part  of  the  governed, 
in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  finally 
terminated  in  open  hoftility,  and 
a  ruinous,  inteftinal,  and  predatory 
tvar.  Thefe  unhappy  efiedls  pro¬ 
ceeded  (as  is  too  frequently  the 
cafe)  from  a  caufe  apparently  un¬ 
important  ;  but  as  the  heat  of  con- 
troverfy  nouriihed  the  quarrel;  fo 
mutual  diftruft  and  apprehenfion 
fupplied  the  place  of  an  objed. 

The  people  of  that  colony,  as 
Vj'e  have  formerly  fiiewn,  had  been 
at  leaft  as  forward  as  any  other,  in 
all  the  common  ads,  of  fending 
Delegates  to  the  General  Congrefs,, 
acceding  to  its  decrees,  under 
whatever  from  or  title  they  were 
iffued,  and  in  the  inllituting  of 
VoL.  XIX.  1776. 


committees,  arid  the  entering  into 
alTociations,  among  themlelves. 
They  were  alfo  among  the  freell 
in  expreffing  their  refoliitions,  and 
the  readied;  in  fhewing  their  deter- 
mination^  to  fupport,  at  all  rifques 
and  events,  what  they  deemed,  or 
termed,  the  rights  of  America. 
But  in  other  refpedsj  the  greateft 
order  and  quiet  was  preferved  ia 
the  province  ;  and  notwithftanding 
the  uneafiaefs  excited  by  the  pro¬ 
rogation  or  diffolution  of  their 
afiemblieS,  and  the  confequent 
expiration  of  their  militia  laws, 
(which,  in  a  country  where-a  great 
majority  of  the  people  are  in  a  Hate 
of  fiavery,  was  a  circumftance  of 
the  moil  alarming  nature,  and 
which  might  have  been  attended 
with  the  mod:  fatal  confequences) 
yet  with  thefe  caufes  of  complaint, 
the  people  Teemed  to  pay  a  more 
[B]  than 
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than  common  degree  of  attention 
and  perfonal  regard,  to  the  Earl 
of  Dunmore,  their  Governor. 

In  this  ftateof  things,  however, 
the  want  of  a  legal  affembly,  feem- 
ing  to  give  fome  fandion  to  the 
holding  of  a  convention,  a  Provin¬ 
cial  Congrefs  was  alfembled  in 
the  month  of  March,  1775,  who 
immediately  (under  the  cover  of 
an  old  law  of  the  year  1738,  which 
they  faid  to  be  hill  effedive)  took 
meafures  for  arraying  the  militia  ; 
but  to  fupply  in  fome  degree  thofe 
defeds  in  that  law,  to  remedy 
which,  as  they  pretended,  all  fub- 
fequentones  had  been  paffed,  they 
recommended  to  each  county  to 
raife  a  volunteer  company,  for  the 
better  defence  and  protedion  of 
the  country. 

This  interference  in  the  militia, 
probably  alarmed  the  Governor, 
and  feems  to  have  been  the  caufe, 
that  rendered  the  public  magazine 
belonging  to  the  colony  in  the  ca¬ 
pital  city  of  Williamlburg,  an  ob- 

ied  of  his  appre- 
.  20,  1775*  henfion,^  How¬ 
ever  that  was,  he  foon  afterwards 
employed  the  Captain  of  an  armed 
velTel,  which  lay  at  a  few  miles 
diftance  in  James  River,  with  a 
detachment  of  marines,  to  convey 
the  powder,  by  night,  from  the 
magaaine  on  board  his  fhip. 

Though  this  meafure  was  con- 
duded  with  great  privacy^  it  was 
by  fome  means  difcovered  the  en- 
fuing  morning,  when  the  apparent 
iecrecy,  and  feeming  myfteriouf- 
nefs  of  the  ad,  increafed  the  con- 
fternation  and  alarm  among  the 
inhabitants,  who  immediately  af- 
fembled  with  fucli  arms  as  they 
had  at  hand,  with  an  intention  of 
demanding,  or,  perhaps,  obtain¬ 
ing,  reilitution  of  the  gunpov/der. 


The  Mayor  and  corporation,  how- 
'cver,  prevented  their  proceeding 
to  any  extremities,  whilft  they  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  to  the  Governor, 
hating  the  injury,  reclaiming  the 
powder  as  a  matter  of  right,  and 
fhewing  the  dangers  to  which  they 
were  peculiarly  liable  from  the  in- 
furredion  of  their  flaves ;  a  cala¬ 
mity,  which  had  for  fome  time 
been  particularly  apprehended,  and 
which  the  Removal  of  their  only 
means  of  defence,  would  at  any 
time  have  accelerated. 

His  Lordfliip  acknowledged, 
that  the  gunpowder  had  been  re^ 
moved  by  his  order;  faid,  that  as 
he  had  heard  of  an  infurredion  in. 
a  neighbouring  county,  and  did 
not  think  it  fecure  in  the  maga¬ 
zine,  he  had  it  conveyed  to  a 
place  of  perfed  fecurity  ;  but  gave 
his  word,  that  whenever  an  infur¬ 
redion  rendered  it  necelTary,  it 
fhould  be  immediately  returned. 
He  alfo  faid,  that  it  had  been  re¬ 
moved  in  the  night  to  prevent  giv¬ 
ing  an  alarm  ;  expreffed  great  fur- 
prize  at  the  people’s  aflembling  in 
arms;  and  obferved,  that  he  could 
not  think  it  prudent  to  put  powder 
into  their  hands  in  fuch  a  iituation. 

Whatever  fatisfadion  this  an- 
fvver  might  have  alForded  to  the 
magiflrates,  they  prevailed  on  the 
people  to  retire  quietly  to  their 
houfes,  without  any  remarkable 
outrage,  that  we  can  learn,  having 
been  committed  ;  indeed  it  ap¬ 
peared,  from  depofitions  after¬ 
wards  taken  by  order  of  the  affem¬ 
bly,  that  the  officers  of  the  men  of 
War,  on  that  flation,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  gentleman  who  might  be 
fuppofed  CO  have  rendered  himfelf 
obnoxious  by  removing  the  pow¬ 
der,  appeared  publicly  in  the 
ftreets  during  the  time  of  the 

greateff 
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greateft  commotion,  without  their 
receiving  the  fmalleft  infult,  A 
report  being,  however,  fpread  in 
the  evening,  that  detachments 
from  the  men  of  war  were  upon 
their  march  to  the  city,  the  people 
again  took  to  their  arms,  and  con¬ 
tinued  all  night  upon  the  watch, 
as  if  in  expecflation  of  an  attack 
from  an  enemy.  They  alfo  from 
this  time  increafed  their  night  pa- 
troles,  and  (hewed  an  evident  de- 
fign  to  protect  the  magazine  from 
any  further  attempts. 

The  whole  value  of  the  powder 
and  arms  in  the  magazine,  or  any 
purpofe  to  which  they  were  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  converted,  either  in 
the  hands  of  friends  or  enemies, 
feemed  very  inadequate  to  the 
alarm,  fufpicion,  and  difturbance, 
which  this  meafure  excited.  7  he 
quantity  of  powder  removed  a- 
mounted  only  to  fifteen  half  bar¬ 
rels,  containing  fifty  pounds  each, 
of  a  very  ordinary  fort,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  (lock  left  behind  in  the 
magazine,  to  about  fix  of  the 
fame  kind  ;  neither  does  it  appear 
that  the  number  of  ferviceable 
mulkets  was  fufficient  to  anfvver  any 
efifential  purpofe,  or  even  to  jufiify 
apprehenfion,  and  the  caution  of 
dripping  thefe  of  their  locks,  only 
marked  the  fufpicion  from  which 
it  proceeded.  A  confiderable 
quantity  of  old  arms,  and  com¬ 
mon  trading  guns,  were  not  med¬ 
dled  with.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
aft  derived  its  only  importance, 
from  time,  manner,  and  circum- 
(lance. 

The  Governor  feems  to  have 
been  exceedingly  irritated  at  the 
behaviour  of  the  people  in  thefe 
commotions,  and  perhaps  refented 
too  highly,  for  fuch  times,  their 
afiembling  inarms,  not  only  with- 
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out,  but  with  an  evident  intention 
to  oppofe  his  authority.  In  this 
warmth  of  temper  fome  threats 
were  thrown  out,  which  upon  a 
cooler  refledlion  would  probably 
have  been  avoided.  Among  thefe, 
a  threat  of  fetting  up  the  royal 
(landard,  of  enfranchizing  the  ne¬ 
groes,  arming  them  againft  their 
mailers,  and  deftroying  the  city, 
with  other  expreflions  of  a  fimilar 
nature  and  tendency,  not  only 
fpread  a  general  alarm  throughout 
the  colony,  but  excited  a  kind  of 
abhorrence  of  government,  and 
an  incurable  fufpicion  of  its  de- 
figns. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  public 
meetings  were  held  in  dilFerent 
counties,  in  all  of  which,  the  raea- 
fure  of  feizing  and  removing  the 
powder,  as  well  as  the  Governor’s 
threats,  were  reprobated  in  the 
(Irongeft  terms.  Some  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  Hanover,  and  other  of 
•the  neighbouring  counties,  were 
not,  however,  fatisfied  with  (imple 
declarations.  They  alTembled  in 
arms  to  a  confiderable  number,  un¬ 
der  the  condubl  of  a  Mr.  Henry, 
who  was  one  of  the  provincial  De¬ 
legates  to  the  General  Congrefs, 
and  marched  towards  William(- 
burg,  with  an  avowed  defign,  not 
only  to  obtain  refiitution  of  the 
gunpowder,  but  to  take  fuch  ef- 
fedlual  meafures  for  fecuring  the 
public  treafury,  as  (hould  prevent 
its  experiencing  a  fimilar  fate  with 
the  magazine.  A  negociation 
was,  however,  entered  into  with 
the  magifirates,  when  they  had  ar¬ 
rived  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
city,  in  which,  it  was  finally  fet¬ 
tled,  that  the  Receiver-General  of 
the  colony’s  fecuriiy,  for  paying 
the  value  of  the  gunpowder,  fnould 
be  accepted  as  refiitution,  and 
[^]  2  that 
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that  upon  the  inhabitants  engaging 
for  the  future,  effedlually  to  guard 
both  the  trcafury  and  magazine, 
the  infurgents  Ihould return  to  their 
habitations. 

The  alarm  of  this  affair,  in¬ 
duced  Lady  Dunmore,  with  the 
Governor’s  family,  to  retire  on 
board  the  Fowey  man  of  war*  in 
James  River,  whilft  his  Lordfhip, 
with  the  affiftance  of  a  detachment 
of  marines,  converted  his  palace 
into  a  little  garrifon,  fortified  it  in 
the  beft  manner  he  was  able,  and 
furrounded  it  with  artillery;  A 
proclamation  from  the  Governor 
and  Council,  in  which  Henry  and 
his  followers  were  charged  with  re¬ 
bellious  pradlices,  in  extorting  the 
value  of  the  powder  from  the  Re¬ 
ceiver-General,  and  the  prefent 
commotions  were  attributed  to  dif- 
affedlion  in  the  people,  and  a  de- 
iire  of  changing  the  eftablilhed 
form  of  government,  ferved  only 
to  afford  more  room  for  altercation, 
and  to  increafe  the  heat  and  dif- 
content.  Several  county  meetings 
were  held,  Henry’s  condu(El  vindi¬ 
cated  and  applauded,  and  refclu- 
tions  paffed,  that  at  the  rifque  of 
every  thing  dear,  he  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  Ihould  be  indemnified  from 
all  fuffering,  iofs,  and  injury,  upon 
that  account.  The  charge  of  dif- 
affedion  was  peremptorily  denied, 
and  thofe  of  changing  the  form  of 
government,  and  cauling,  the  pre¬ 
fent  troubles,  retorted.  They  in¬ 
filled,  'that  they  wanted  nothing 
but  to  preferve  their  ancient  con- 
liitution,  and  only  cppofed  inno¬ 
vations,  and  that  all  the  dillurb- 
ances  fprung  from  the  Governor’s 
late  con  do  ft. 

As  there,  are  times  when  all 
circumilances  feem  to  confpire,  to¬ 
wards  the  aouriilinient  and  increafe 


of  political,  as  well  as  natural, 
diforders,  fo  it  appeared  now  in 
Virginia,  every  thing  tending  to 
one  common  center  of  diftruft,  jea- 
loufy,  and  difcontent.  The  co¬ 
pies  of  fome  letters  from  the  Go¬ 
vernor  to  the  Minifterof  the  Ame¬ 
rican  department,  were  by  fome 
means  procured,  and  public  and 
fevere  cenfures  paffed  upom  them, 
as  containing  not  only  unfavour¬ 
able,  but  unfair  and  unjufl;  repre- 
fentations,  as  well  of  fads,  as  of 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the 
colony.  Thus  one  diftruft  begot 
another,  until  all  confidence  being 
totally  lofi  on  both  fides,  every 
falfe  report  that  was  circulated, 
was  believed  on  either,  and  ferved 
for  its  time  to  keep  up  the  public 
fever. 

In  this  Hate  of  com-  -  n 
.  1  j  Tune  lit. 

motion  and  dilorder, up- 

on  the  arrival  of  difpatches  from 
England,  the  General  Affembly 
was  fuddeniy  and  unexpededly 
convened  by  the  Governor.  The 
grand  motive  for  this  meafure,  was 
to  procure  their  approbation  and 
acceptance  of  the  terms,  included 
in  Lord  North’s  conciliatory  mo¬ 
tion,  and  the  parliamentary  refo- 
lutions  founded  thereupon.  His 
Lordfhip,  accordingly,  in  his 
fpeech,  ufed  his  utmofl  addrefs  to 
carry  this  favourite  point  ;  he 
ftated  the  favourable  difpofition  of 
parliament,  as  well  as  of  govern¬ 
ment,  towards  the  colonies  ;  the 
moderation, equity, and  tendernefs, 
which  induced  the  prefent  advances 
towards  a  happy  reconciliation  ; 
he  dwelt  upon  the  juftice  of  their 
contributing  to  the  common  de¬ 
fence,  and  bearing  an  equitable 
proportion  of  the  public  burthens, 
obferved,  that  as  no  fpecific  fum 
was  demanded,  they  had  an  op¬ 
portunity 
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portunity  of  giving  a  free  fcope  to 
their  juftice  and  liberality,  and 
that  whatever  they  gave,  would  be 
a  free  gift,  in  the  fulled  fenfe  of 
the  terms  ;  that  they  would  thus 
fhew  their  reverence  for  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  manifeft  their  duty  and 
attachment  to  the  fovereign  ;  and 
the  kindnefs  with  which  it  would 
be  taken,  that  they  met,  on  their 
fide,  the  favourable  difpolition 
fhewn  on  the  other,  towards  bring¬ 
ing  the  prefent  unhappy  dlfputes 
to  a  period.  He  alfo  took  pains 
to  convince  them,  from  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  refolutions  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  that  a  full  redrefs  of  all 
their  real  grievances,  would  be 
the  immediate  confequencc  of  their 
compliance. 

The  firft  aft  of  the  aflembly, 
was  the  appointment  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
late  dilturbances,  and  particularly 
to  examine  the  date  of  the  maga¬ 
zine,  thatnecedary  meafures might 
be  accordingly  taken  for  its  reple- 
nifhmenc.  Though  the  magazine 
was  the  property  of  the  colony,  it 
was  in  the  cudody  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  who  appointed  a  keeper, 
fo  that  an  application  to  him  for 
admittance  was  neceffary.  During 
an  altercation  which  arofe  upon 
this  fubjeft,  and  before  the  order 
for  admittance  was  obtained,  fome 
p.C-pIe  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
fiood  broke  into  the  magazine,  and 
carried  off  fome  of  the  arms  ;  feve, 
ral  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Bur- 
gefies,  however,  ufed  their  per- 
fonal  intcred  and  application  in 
getting  as  many  of  them  as  they 
could,  returned.  It  appeared  by 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  that 
they  found  mod  of  the  remainder 
of  the  powder  buried  in  the  maga¬ 
zine  yard,  where  it  had  been  de- 


pofited  by  the  Governor’s  orders* 
and  fudered  confiderable  damage 
from  the  rain  ;  the  depriving  the 
mulkets  of  their  locks  was  alfo 
now  difcovered,  as  well  as  the 
nakednefs  and  infufficiency  of  the 
magazine  in  all  refpefts.  Among 
other  matters  which  ferved  to  irri¬ 
tate  the  people,  was  the  planting 
of  fpring-guns  in  the  magazine, 
(without  giving  any  public  notice 
of  fuch  a  mode  of  fecurity)  and 
fome  elFeft  they  had  taken  at  the 
time  of  the  late  depredations. 

Whild  the  Governor's  fpeech, 
with  the  propofitions  which  it  re¬ 
commended,  were  yet  under  the 
confideration  of  the  alTembly,  and 
before  their  addrefs  was  deter¬ 
mined  upon,  his  lordlhip,  with 
his  lady  and  family,  quit- 
ted  the  palace  privately,  * 

and  fuddenly,  at  night,  and  re¬ 
tired  on  board  the  Fowey  man  of 
war,  which  then  lay  near  York- 
town,  on  the  river  of  the  fame 
name.  He  left  a  meffige  for  the 
Houfe  of  Burgefles,  acquainting 
them,  that  he  thought  it  prudent 
to  retire  to  a  place  of  fafety,  as  he 
was  fully  perfuaded,  that  both 
himfelf  and  his  family  were  in 
Cendant  danger  of  falling  facrilices 
to  the  blind  and  unmeafurable  fury 
of  the  people  ;  that  fo  far  from  in¬ 
tending  to  interrupt  their  fitting, 
he  hoped  they  would  fuccefsfully 
proceed  in  the  great  bufinefs  be¬ 
fore  them  ;  that  he  would  render 
the  communication  between  him 
and  the  Houfe  as  eafy  and  fafe  as 
poflible  ;  .and  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  agreeable  to  them 
to  fend  fome  of  their  members  to 
him  as  occafion  Ihould  require, 
than  to  have  the  trouble  of  moving 
their  whole  body  to  a  nearer  place. 
He  afi'ured  them,  that  he  ihould 
[i>]  3  attend 
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attend  as  ufual  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  of  his  good  difpofition 
to  reiiore  that  harmony  which  had 
been  fo  unhappily  interrupted. 

This  meffage  produced  a  joint 
addrefs  from  the  Council  and 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes  ;  declaring 
their  unbelief  that  any  perfons  in 
that  province,  could  rneditate  fo 
horrid  and  atrocious  a  crime  as  his 
lordfiiip  apprehended  j  lamenting 
that  he  had  not  acquainted  them 
with  the  ground  of  his  uneahnefs 
before  he  had  adopted  this  mea- 
fure,  as  they  would  have  ufed  all 
poffible  means  to  have  removed 
every  caufe  of  his  difquietude  ; 
they  feared  that  his  removal  from 
the  feat  of  government  would  be  a 
means  of  increaling  the  uneafinefs 
which  unhappily  prevailed  among 
the  people  ;  declared  that  they 
would  chearfully  concur  in  any 
meafure  which  he  fliould  propofe 
for  the  fecurity  of  himfelf  and  his 
family  ;  obferving  how  impradi- 
cable  it  would  be  to  carry  on  the 
bulinefs  of  the  feffion  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  propriety  and  difpatch, 
whilft  he  was  at  fuch  a  diilance, 
and  fo  inconveniently  fituated. 
They  concluded  by  intreating  his 
return,  with  his  lady  and  family, 
to  the  palace,  which  would  afford 
great  public  fatisfadlion,  and  be 
the  likelieft  means  of  quieting  the 
minds  of  the  people. 

,  Lord  Dunmore  returned 
*  a  written  an fwer,  in  which 
he  jullified  his  apprehenlions  of 
danger,  from  the  public  notoriety 
of  the  commotions  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  as  well  as  of  the  threats  and 
menaces  with  which  they  were  at¬ 
tended  ;  befides  complaints  of  the 
general  conduct  and  difpofition  of 
the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  he  fpecilied 
ieyeral  charges  againll  that  body  ; 


that  they  had  countenanced  the  vio* 
lent  and  diforderly  proceedings  of 
the  people,  particularly  with  re* 
fpedl  to  the  magazine,  which  was 
forced  and  rifled  in  the  prefence  of 
fome  of  their  members  ;  that  in- 
ffead  of  the  commitment  of  thofe 
perfons  who  had  been  guilty  of  fo 
daring  and  heinous  an  offence, 
they  only  endeavoured  to  procure  a 
rehitution  of  the  arms.  That  the 
Houfe,  or  its  Committee,  had  ven¬ 
tured  upon  a  ftep  fraught  with  the 
moil;  alarming  confequences,  in  ap¬ 
pointing  guards,  without  his  ap¬ 
probation  or  confent,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  protedling  the  magazine, 
fhewing  thereby  a  defign  of  ufurp- 
ing  the  executive  power,  and  of 
fubverting  the  conflitution. 

He  obferved,  that  no  means 
could  be  effeftual  for  affording  the 
fecurity  which  they  promifed  to 
concur  in,  but,  by  reinftating  him 
in  the  full  powers  of  his  office,  by 
opening  the  courts  of  juflice,  and 
reftoring  the  energy  of  the  laws  5 
by  difarming  all  independent  com¬ 
panies,  or  other  bodies  of  men, 
raifed  and  acting  in  defiance  of  le¬ 
gal  authority  j  by  obliging  the 
immediate  return  of  the  King^s 
arms  and  ftores ;  and  by,  what 
was  not  lefs  effential  than  any  other 
matter,  their  own  example,  and 
their  endeavours  to  remove  that 
general  delufion  which  kept  th^ 
minds  of  the  people  in  a  continual 
ferment,  and  thereby  to  abolifh. 
that  malice  and  fpirit  of  perfecur 
tion,  which  now  operated  fo  dan- 
geroufly  againftall  thofe,  who  from 
duty  and  affedfion  to  their  King 
and  country,  oppofed  the  prefent 
meafures,  and  v/ho  from  principle 
and  conviclion  differed  with  the 
multitude  in  political  opinion. 
That  thefe  were  the  means  to  af- 
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ford  the  fecurity  requifite  for  all 
parties  ;  and  that,  for  the  accom- 
plilhnnent  of  thofe  ends,  together 
with  the  great  objert  and  nccelTary 
bufinefs  of  the  fefiion,  he  fhould 
have  no  cbje6lion  to  their  adjourn¬ 
ing  to  the  town  of  York,  where  he 
would  meet  them,  and  remain  till 
the  bufinefs  was  finiQied. 

He  concluded  by  reprefenting, 
that  unlefs  they  had  a  fincere  and 
a^live  defire  of  feizing  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  was  now  offered  by 
parliament,  of  eftablifhing  the 
freedom  of  their  country  upon  a 
fixed  and  known  foundation,  and 
of  uniting  themfelves  with  their 
fellow-fubjcdts  of  Great  Britain  in 
one  common  bond  of  intereft  and 
mutual  affiftance,  his  return  to 
Williamfburg  would  be  as  fruitlefs 
to  the  people,  as  it  might  poffibly 
be  dangerous  to  himfelf ;  but  that 
if  their  proceedings  manifefled 
that  happy  difpofition,  he  would 
return  with  the  greateft  joy,  and 
confider  it  as  the  moft  fortunate 
event  of  his  life,  if  they  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  be  an  inftrument 
of  promoting  their  happinefs,  and 
of  being  a  fuccefsful  mediator  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  fupreme  au¬ 
thority. 

The  mollifying  terms  of  the 
conclufion,  were  by  no  means  equal 
to  the  removal  of  the  acrimony 
excited  by  thofe  fevere  charges  and 
implications,  which  were  contained 
in  the  foregoing  parts  of  this  long 
meffage.  It  accordingly  produced 
a  reply  of  an  uncommon  length, 
under  the  form  of  an  addrefs,  which 
was  fraught  wdth  all  the  bitternefs 
of  recrimination,  as  well  as  with 
defenlive  arguments,  and  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  fafls.  The  Houfe  had 
now  received  the  report  of  its 
Committee  relative  to  the  caufes 
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of  the  late  difturbances,  backed 
the  depofitions  of  a  number  of  Bri- 
tilh  merchants,  who  were  relident 
in  different  and  remote  parts  of  the 
colony,  all  whofe  telHmony  tended 
to  Ihew  the  general  tranquillity 
which  prevailed  previous  to  the 
late  affair  of  the  powder,  and  the 
Governor’s  declaration  relative  to 
the  Haves,  the  latter  of  which,  fo 
far  as  it  was  believed,  having  par¬ 
ticularly  irritated  the  people  ;  that 
notwithllanding,  quiet  and  order 
were  foon  every  where  reftored, 
and  Hill  continued  ;  that  there  was 
a  general  acquiefcence  every  where 
in  the  determinations  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  and  Provincial  Congrefs  ;  but 
they  all  concurred  in  believing, 
that  the  people  had  no  delign  or 
wifh  of  an  independency  on  Great 
Britain  :  and  fome,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  they  had  a  moll  eager 
defire  for  fuch  a  connexion,  as  it 
Hood  before  the  late  acf’fs  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  they  \fere  unanimous  in 
their  opinion,  that  a  redrefs  of  the 
grievances  complained  of,  would 
eHablifli  a  perfedl  tranquillity,  and 
produce  a  reconciliation  with  the 
parent  Hate.' 

To  refute  the  charges  or  infinua- 
tions  of  difalieftion  and  difloyalty, 
the  Houfe  o|Burgeffes  took  a  re- 
trofpeTive  view  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  people,  and  of  feveral  tranf- 
adlions  in  the  colony,  for  fome 
years  back  ;  they  Hated  the  hap¬ 
pinefs  which  they  derived  under 
the  conduct  of  former  Governors, 
as  a  Hrong  contraH  to  their  prefent 
lituation  ;  they  attributed  that  hap¬ 
pinefs,  particularly  in  a  very  late 
inHance,  to  the  difcountenancing 
of  tale-bearers  and  malicious  in¬ 
formers,  to  a  proper  examination 
of  every  fubjedt,  and  the  caking  of 
nothing  upon  truH;  and,  finally, 
[^]  4.  to 
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to  the  tranfmitting  home  a  faith¬ 
ful  reprefentation  of  things  in  the 
colony.  They  ftated  their  former 
condu(^l  and  behaviour  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  his  Lordiliip,  and  obferv- 
cd,  that  changes  fcldom  happened 
without fome  fufficient  caufe  ;  that 
refped  was  not  to  be  obtained  by 
force  from  a  free  people  ;  that  no¬ 
thing  was  fo  likely  to  infure  it,  as 
dignity  of  charader,  a  candid  and 
exemplary  condud.  That  they  did 
not  mean  to  inlinuate  his  Lord- 
ihip  would,  defignedly,  mifrepre- 
fent  fads  ;  but  that  it  was  much 
to  be  feared,  he  too  eafily  gave 
credit  to  defigning  perfons,  who, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  polTeffed  much  too  large  a 
ihare  of  his  confidence. 

They  controverted  the  fads,  and 
examined,  with  great  feverity,  the 
reprefentations  and  charges  con¬ 
tained  in  thofe  two  letters  to  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  which  we  have 
already  taken  notice  of ;  thefe 
they  reprefented  as  exceedingly  in¬ 
jurious  and  unjiuft,  as  founded  on 
.mifconception,  mifinformation,  the 
height  of  colouring,  the  misfiating, 
or  the  alTumption  of  fads,  without 
evidence.  They  then  proceeded 
to  juilify  the  fteps  which  had  been 
taken  with  regard  to  the  rnilitia  ; 
their  fuppofed  countenance  to  the 
ads  done  concerning  the  maga- 
xine,  and  the  other  matters  which 
iirfi;  excited,  and  afterwards  in- 
fi-amedj  the  controverfy. 

,  The  Houfe  of  Burgeiles 
*  alfo  prefen  ted  their  addrefs 
in  anfv/er  to  the  Governor’s  fpeech, 
in  which  they  entered  into  a  long 
difcufiiqri  of  the  propofition  con¬ 
tained  iri  the  parliamentary  refolu- 
tion,  founded  upon  Lord  North’s 
conciliatory  motion.  This  they 
combated  upon  the  fame  grounds. 


and  with  a  variety  of  arguments  of 
the  fame  nature,  that  we  have 
formerly  fiated  ;  and  they  ulti¬ 
mately  declared,  that  as  it  only 
changed  the  form  of  oppreflion, 
without  lefiening  its  burthen,  they 
could  not  clofe  with  its  terms. 
They  obferved,  however,  that 
thefe  were  only  offered  as  the  fen- 
timents  of  an  individual  part  of 
the  whole  empire  ;  and  for  a  final 
determination,  they  referred  the 
affair  to  the  General  Congrefs,  be¬ 
fore  whom  they  would  lay  the  pa¬ 
pers.  To  them  alfo  they  referred 
the  difcovery  of  that  proper  mode 
of  reprefenting  their  well-founded 
grievances,  which  his  Lordfiiip 
allured  them,  would  meet  with  the 
attention  and  regard  fo  juftly  due 
to  them.  For  themfelves,  they 
made  the  following  declaration  ; 
**  We  have  exhaufted  every  mode 
of  application  which  our  invention 
could  fuggefi:,  as  proper  and  pro- 
mifing.  We  have  decently  re- 
monftrated  with  parliament ;  they 
have  added  new  injuries  to  the  old. 
We  have  wearied  our  King  with 
fupplications  ;  he  has  not  deigned 
to  anfwer  us.  We  have  appealed 
to  the  native  honour  and  juftice  of 
the  Britifh  nation  ;  their  efforts  in 
our  favour  have  been  hitherto  in¬ 
effectual.” 

In  this  fiate  of  difirufi  and  ill- 
humour  on  both  fides,  every  day 
afforded  new  ground  for  bickering, 
and  every  incident  frefh  room  for 
altercation,  fo  that  there  was  a 
con  tinued  intercpurfe,  by  addreffes, 
mefiages,  and  anfvyers,  between 
the  Houfe  of  Burgefles  and  the 
Fowey.  This  was  a  fingular  fitua- 
tion  ;  an  atterppt  to  govern,  with¬ 
out  choofing,  or  finding  it  fafe,  tq 
fet  a  foot  on  ffiore  in  the  country 
to  be  goyerncd. 
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At  length,  the  necefiary  bills 
having  palTed  the  aflembly,  and 
the  advanced  feafon  requiring  their 
attendance  in  their  feveral  coun¬ 
tries,  the  Council  and  BurgefTes 
jointly  intreated  the  Governor’s 
prefence,  to  give  his  afTent  to  them 
and  finifh  the  feffion.  They  ob- 
j  ferved,  that  though  the  bufinefs 
I  had  been  greatly  impeded  by  his 
i  abfence  from  the  feat  of  govern- 
I  ment,  and  they  had  fubmitted  to 
the  inconvenience  of  repeatedly 
fending  their  members  twelve  miles 
to  attend  his  E:?ccellency  on  board 
a  ihip  of  war,  they  could  not  but 
think  it  highly  improper,  and  too 
great  a  departure  from  the  confti- 
tutional  and  accuftomed  mode  of 
tranfafting  their  bufinefs,  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  bills  to  him  at  any  other 
place  than  the  capital. 

Lord  Dunmore  in  his  anfwer 
was  fomewhat  rough.  He  infilled 
upon  his  right  of  calling  them  to 
any  place  in  the  colony,  where  the 
exigence  of  affairs  might  render 
their  attendance  neceffary.  He 
further  obferved,  that  as  he  had 
not  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  AlTembly, 
he  knew  of  no  bills  of  importance, 
which,  if  he  were  inclined  to  rifque 
his  perfon  again  among  the  people, 
they  had  to  prefent  to  him,  nor 
whether  they  were  fuch  as  he  could 
aflent  to  if  they  had. 

To  obviate  thefe  objedions, 
though  it  was  an  unprecedented 
aifl,  the  Affembly  fent  the  bills,  as 
well  as  other  papers  which  were 
afterwards  demanded,  on  board 
the  Fowey,  for  his  infpedlion. 
The  moll  intereding  of  thofe  bills, 
feemingly  to  all  parties,  was  that 
for  the  payment  of  the  forces,  who 
had  lately,  under  h;s  Lordfhip’s 
command,  fuffered  confiderably,  at 


the  fame  time  that  they  had  done 
effential  fervice  to  their  country, 
by  their  bravery  and  fucceft  in  the 
late  Indian  war.  This  bill  was 
objected  to  by  the  Governor,  for 
its  impofing  a  tax  upon  the  im¬ 
portation  of  flaves,  and  for  fome 
informality  in  refpedl  to  the  emif- 
fion  of  paper  money.  The  other 
bills  were  approved  of. 

This  produced  the  final  addrefs 
from  the  Houfe  of  BurgefTes,  iix 
which  they  intreated  his  Excel¬ 
lency,  that  he  would  meet  them 
the  enfuing  day  at  Williamfburg, 
to  pafs  the  bills  that  were  ready  ; 
expreffed  their  hopes,  that  he  could 
not  flill  entertain  any  groundlefs 
fears  of  perfonal  danger;  but  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  it  was  poffible  he 
remained  under  fo  flrange  an  in- 
fiuence,  they  pledged  their  ho¬ 
nours,  and  every  thing  facred,  for 
his  fecurity.  If  nothing  could  pre¬ 
vail,  they  requefled  that  he  would 
grant  a  commiffion  for  paffing  fuch. 
bills  as  he  approved. 

Lord  Dunmore  perfifted  in  the 
objedlions  he  had  made  to  the  bill ; 
faid  that  the  well-grounded  caufe 
he  had  for  believing  bis  perfon 
not  fafe  at  Williamfburg,  had  in- 
creafed  daily.  That  he  therefore 
could  not  meet  them,  as  they  re¬ 
quelled,  at  the  capital  ;  but  that  he 
would  be  ready  to  receive  the 
Houfe  on  the  following  Monday, 
at  his  prefent  refidence,  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  his  affent  to  fuch 
afls  as  he  fhould  approve  of. 

This  anfwer  put  an  end  to  all 
public  correfpondence  and  buftnefs 
between  the  Governor  and  colony. 
The  transferring  the  Legiflative 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  a  great  country  on  board  a 
man  of  war,  was  evidently  not  to 
be  expeded.  Their  danger  in  fuch 

a  fitua'* 
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a  fitaation,  if  on  other  accounts  it 
were  poffible  they  could  put  them- 
felves  into  it,  was  no  lefs  than 
Lord  Dunmore’s  could  be  on  land. 
It  may,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  Governor’s  conduit  was  ope¬ 
rated  upon  by  caufes,  or  influenced 
by  motives,  with  which  we  are 
unacquainted. 

Upon  receiving  the  foregoing 
anfwer,  the  BurgeiTes  pafTed  refo- 
lutions,  in  which  they  declared, 
that  the  meflage  requiring  them  to 
attend  the  Governor  on  beard  a 
jfhip  of  war,  was  a  high  breach  of 
their  rights  and  privileges.  That 
the  unreafonabie  delays  thrown 
into  their  proceedings,  and  the 
evafive  anfwers  to  their  fincere  and 
decent  addrefles,  gave  them  reafon 
to  fear  that  a  dangerous  attack 
was  meditated  againll  the  unhappy 
people  of  that  colony,  and  it  was 
therefore  their  opinion,  that  they 
fhould  prepare  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  property,  and  their  inefli- 
mable  rights  and  liberties.  And 
then,  flrongly  profefiing  loyalty  to 
the  King,  and  amity  to  the  mother 
country,  they  broke  up  their 
feflion. 


Thus,  unhappily,  was  an  end 
put,  for  the  prefent,  to  the  Englifli 
government  in  the  colony  of  Vir- 
¥  1  n  L  sinia,  A  convention 
Ju  y  I  t  .  delegates  was  foon 

appointed  to  fupply.the  place  of 
the  aflembly,  who  having  an  un¬ 
limited  confidence  repofed  in  them 
by  the  people,  became  accordingly 
poflefled  of  an  unlimited  power  in 
all  public  affairs.  Thefe  immedi¬ 
ately  took  in  hand  the  railing 
and  embodying  of  an  armed  force, 
as  well  as  the  providing  means  for 
its  fupport,  and  purfued  every  other 
me'afure  which  could  tend  to  place 
the  colony  in  a  itrong  Hate  of  de¬ 


fence.  Whilfl:  they  were  purfulng 
thefe  dangerous  fteps,  they  pub- 
lilhed  a  declaration  in  jutlification 
of  their  conduct,  tracing  the'  mea- 
fures  that  led  to  the  prefent  un¬ 
happy  Hate  of  public  affairs,  fet- 
tin?  forth  the  caufe  of  their  meet- 
ing,  and  fhewing  the  neceffity  of 
immediately  putting  the  country 
in  a  poflure  af  defence,  for  the 
protection  of  their  lives,  liberties, 
and  properties.  They  concluded, 
as  the  alTembly  had  done,  with  the 
ftronged  profefiions  of  faith  and 
loyalty,  and  declared,  that  as,  on 
the  one  hand,  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  at  the  peril  of  the  extremefl 
hazards,  to  maintain  their  juft 
rights  and  privileges,  fo  on  the 
other,  it  was  their  fixed  and  unal¬ 
terable  refolution,  to  difbapd  fuch 
forces  as  were  raifed  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  colony,  whenever 
their  dangers  were  removed,  and 
America  reftored  to  its  former  ftate 
of  tranquillity  and  happinefs. 

Whether  Lord  Dunmore  ex¬ 
pelled  that  any  extraordinary  ad¬ 
vantages  might  be  derived  from  an 
infurredlion  of  the  Haves,  or  that 
he  imagined  there  was  a  much 
greater  number  of  people  in  the 
colony,  who  were  fatisfied  with 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  government, 
than  really  was  the  cafe,  (a  mif- 
take,  and  an  unfortunate  one, which 
like  an  epidemical  diftem per,  feems 
to  have  fpread  through  all  our 
official  departments  in  America) 
upon  whatever  grounds  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  he  determined,  though  he 
relinquiftied  his  government,  not 
to  abandon  his  hopes,  nor  entirely 
to  lofe  fight  of  the  country  which 
he  had  governed.  He  accordingly, 
being  joined  by  thofe  friends  of 
government,  who  had  rendered 
themfelves  too  obnoxious  to  the 
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people  to  continue  with  fafety  in 
the  country,  as  well  as  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  runaway  negroes,  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  frigates  of  war  which 
were  upon  the  ftation,  endeavoured 
to  eftablifh  fuch  a  marine  force,  as 
would  enable  him,  by  means  of  the 
noble  rivers,  which  render  themojft 
valuable  parts  of  that  rich  country 
acceffible  by  water,  to  be  always 
at  hand,  and  ready  to  profit  of  any 
favourable  occafilon  that  offered. 

Upon  this,  or  fome  fimilar  fy- 
flem,  he  by  degrees  equipped  and 
armed  a  number  of  veffels  of  diffe¬ 
rent  kinds  and  fizes,  in  one  of 
which  he  conftantly  refided,  never 
fetting  his  foot  on  fhore  but  in  a 
hoilile  manner;  the  force  thus  put 
together,  was,  however,  calculated 
only  for  depredation,  and  never 
became  equal  to  any  effential  fer- 
vice.  The  former,  indeed,  was  in 
part  a  matter  of  neceffity,  for  as 
the  people  on  fhore  would  not  fup- 
ply  thofe  on  board  with  provifions 
or  neceffaries,  they  muft  either 
ftarve,  or  provide  them  by  force. 
The  Virginians  pretend,  that  while 
the  depredations  were  confined  to 
thofe  neceffary  objects,  the  refpeft 
which  they  bore  to  the  rank  and 
office  of  their  governor,  prevented 
his  meeting  with  any  reliftance;  but 
their  nature  was  foon  changed  into 
open  and  avowed  hoflility.  Obnoxi¬ 
ous  perfons,  they  faid,  were  feized 
and  carried  on  board  the  fhips  ; 
plantations  ravaged  and  dehroyed  ; 
the  negroes  carried  off ;  houfes 
burnt,  and  at  length  lives  loll  on 
both  fides.  In  one  of  thefe  expedi¬ 
tions,  bis  Lord fliipdellroyed  a  num¬ 
ber  of  iron  cannon,  and  carried  off 
fome  others,  which  he  fuppofed 
were  provided  for  the  purpofes  of 
rebellion,  though  the  Virsinians 

O  ^  O 

affert  they  were  Ihip  guns.  Thefe 
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proceedings  occafioned  the  fending 
of  fome  detachments  of  the  nevv- 
raifed  forces  to  protedl  the  coafts, 
and  from  thence  enfued,  a  fmall, 
mifchievous,  predatory  War,  inca¬ 
pable  of  affording  honour  or  be¬ 
nefit,  and  in  which,  at  length, 
every  drop  of  water,  and  every  ne- 
ceffary,  was  purchafed  at  the  price 
or  the  rifque  of  blood. 

During  this  ftate  of  hoflility,  he 
procured  a  few  foldiers  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts,  with  , 

whofe  affiflance,  an  •  S  - 

attempt  was  made  to  burn  a  port- 
town,  in  an  important  fituation, 
called  Hampton.  It  feems  the  in¬ 
habitants  had  fome  previous  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  defign,  for  they  had 
funk  boats  in  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  and  thrown  fuch  other 
obflacles  in  the  way,  as  rendered 
the  approach  of  the  fhips,  and  con- 
fequently  a  landing,  imprailicable 
on  the  day  in  which  the  attack  was 
commenced.  The  fhips  cut  a  paf- 
fagejthrough  the  boats  in  the  night, 
and  began  to  cannonade  the  town 
furioufly  in  the  morning;  but  at 
this  critical  period,  they  were  re¬ 
lieved  from  their  apprehenfions 
and  danger,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
detachment  of  rifle  and  minute 
men  from  Williamfburg,  who  had 
marched  all  night  to  their  aflifl- 
ance,  Thefe,  joined  with  the  in¬ 
habitants,  attacked  the  fhips  fo 
vigoroufly  with  their  fmall  arms, 
that  they  were  obliged  precipitately 
to  quit  their  flation,  with  the  lofs 
of  fome  men,  and  of  a  tender  which, 
was  taken. 

In  confequence  of  ^  . 

this  repulle^  a  procia- 
mation  was  iflued  by  the  Governor, 
dated  on  board  the  fhip  William, 
off  Norfolk,  declaring,  that  as  the 
civil  law  was  at  prefent  infufficient 

to 
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to  prevent  and  punifii  treafon  and 
traitors,  martial  law  fhould  take 
place,  and  be  executed  throughout 
the  colony;  and  requiring  ail  per- 
fons  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  re¬ 
pair  to  his  Majefty’s  liandard,  or 
to  be  conlidered  as  traitors.  He 
alfo  declared  all  indented  fervants, 
negroes,  or  others,  appertaining 
to  rebels,  who  were  able  and  wil¬ 
ling  to  bear  arms,  and  who  joined 
his  Majefty’s  forces,  to  be  free. 

This  meafure  of  emancipating 
the  negroes,  excited  lefs  furprize, 
and  probably  had  lefs  elFeft  in  ex¬ 
citing  the  defired  infurredlion,  from 
its  being  fo  long  threatened  and 
apprehended,  than  if  it  had  been 
more  immediate  and  unexpecled. 
It  was,  however,  received  v/ith  the 
greateil  horror  in  all  the  colonies, 
and  has  been  feverely  condemned 
elfewhere,  as  tending-  to  loofen  the 
bands  of  fociety,  to  dedroy  do- 
meftic  fecurity,  and  encourage  the 
mod  barbarous  of  mankind,  to  the 
cornmidion  of  the  mod  horrible 
crimes,  and  the  mod  inhuman 
cruelties;  that  it  was  confounding 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and 
cxpofing  thofe  who  were  the  bed 
friends  to  government^  to  the  fame 
lofs  of  property,  danger,  and  de¬ 
dr  uflion,  with  the  mod  incorrigi¬ 
ble  rebels.  It  was  faid  to  edablidi 
a  precedent  of  a  mod  dangerous 
nature  in  the  new  world,  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  legal  fanilion  to  the  arraying 
and  embodying  of  African  negroes, 
to  appear  in  arms  againd  white 
men,  and  to  encounter  them  upon 
an  equal  footing  in  the  field  ;  for 
however  founded  diftindions  with 
refpefl  to  colour  may  appear,  when 
examined  by  the  tcfts  of  nature, 
reafors,  or  philofoph y,  while  things 
continue  in  their  prelent  daie^ 
vrhile  comnierce,  luxury,  and  ava¬ 


rice,  render  flavery  a  principal 
objedl  in  the  political  fydem  of 
every  European  power  that  pofTefTes 
dominion  in  America,  the  idea  of 
a  pre-eminence  mud  always  be 
cherilhed,  and  confidered  as  a  ne- 
ceffary  policy.  This  meafure  iss 
perhaps  liable  to  be  charged  with 
another  political  fault,  which  has 
attended  too  many  others  that  have 
been  lately  adopted  with  refpeft  to 
America,  viz.  that  of  violent  irri¬ 
tation,  without  affording  any  ade¬ 
quate  benefit. 

The  proclamation,  howetjftr,  with 
Lord  Dunmore*s  prefence,  and  the 
encouragement  of  the  fmall  marine 
force  he  had  with  him,  produced, 
for  the  prefent,  fome  ed'efl  in  the 
town  of  Norfolk,  and  the  adjoinr 
ing  country,  where  many  of  the 
people  were  well  afteffed  to  go¬ 
vernment.  He  was  accordingly 
joined  by  fome  hundreds  both  of 
blacks  and  whites,  and  many 
others,  who  did  not  chufe  to  take 
an  adive  part,  publickly  abjured 
the  Congrefs,  with  all  its  ads,  and 
all  conventions  and  committees, 
whatever.  It  is  probable  that  Lord 
Dunmpre  now  hoped,  that  the  fa¬ 
cility  and  good  difpofition  which 
he  experienced  here,  would  have 
been  fo  general,  as  to  enable  him 
to  raife  a  confiderable  armed  force, 
and  thus,  perhaps,  without  any 
foreign  affifiance,  to  have  the  glory 
of  reducing  one  part  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  by  the  means  of  the  other. 

This  pleafing  hope  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  intelligence,  that  a  party 
of  the  rebels  were  marching  to¬ 
wards  them  with  great  expedition^ 
To  obftrud  their  defigns,  and  pro- 
ted  the  weli-affeded,  he  took  pof- 
feffion  of  a  poll  called  the  Great- 
Bridge,  which  lay  at  fome  miles 
qiilance  from  Norfolk,,  and  was  ^ 
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pafs  of  great  confequence,  being 
the  only  way  by  which  they  could 
approach  to  that  town.  Here  he 
conftruded  a  fort  on  the  Norfolk 
fide  of  the  bridge,  which  he  fur* 
nifhed  well  with  artillery,  and  ren¬ 
dered  as  defenfible  as  the  time 
would  admit.  Notwithflanding  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  in  this  quar¬ 
ter,  which  included  two  fmall 
counties,  it  does  not  appear  that 
his  force  was  at  all  confiderable, 
cither  as  to  number  or  quality;  he 
had  indeed  about  200  regulars,  in¬ 
cluding  the  grenadiers  of  the  14th 
regiment,  and  a  body  called  the 
Norfolk  volunteers ;  the  reft  were 
a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and 
whites.  The  enemy,  under  the 
command  of  a  Colonel  Woodford, 
fortified  themfelvcs  alfo,  within 
lefs  than  cannon  fhot  of  our  people ; 
they  had  a  narrow  caufeway  in 
their  front,  which  muft  be  pafTed 
to  come  at  their  works,  fo  that 
both  parties  feemed  pretty  well  fe- 
cured  from  furprize. 

In  this  ftate  they  continued  quiet 
on  both  iides  for  fome  days,  until  at 
length  a  delign  was  formed,  of 
furprizing  the  rebels  in  their  en¬ 
trenchments.  This  was 
undertaken  before  day¬ 
light.  Capt.  Fordyce,  at  the  head 
of  his  grenadiers,  amounting  to 
about  fixty,  led  the  attack.  They 
boldly  p'liTed  the  caufeway,  and 
inarched  up  to  the  entrenchments 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and  with  a 
coolnefs  and  intrepidity,  which 
firft  excited  the  aftonifhment,  and 
afterwards  the  praife  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  ;  for  they  were  not  only  ex- 
pofed  naked  to  the  fire  in  front,  but 
enfiladed  by  another  part  of  the 
works.  The  brave  Captain,  with 
feveral  of  his  men,  fell  ;  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  with  others,  were  taken. 
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and  all  the  furvivors  of  the  grena¬ 
dier  company,  whether  prifoners  or 
not,  were  wounded. 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the 
fort,  enabled  our  people  to  retire 
without  purfuit,  as  well  as  to  carry 
off  many  of  their  deadand  wounded. 
It  will  excite  no  great  furprize, 
that  the  flaves  in  this  engagement, 
did  more  prejudice  to  our  own 
people,  than  to  the  enemy.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  we  were  led  into 
this  unfortunate  affair,  through  the 
defigned  falfe  intelligence  of  a 
pretended  deferter,  who  was  tu¬ 
tored  for  the  purpofe :  however 
that  may  be,  it  was  grievous,  that 
fuch  uncommon  bravery  fhould  be 
fquandered  to  no  purpofe.  Capt. 
Fordyce  was  interred  with  every 
military  honour  by  the  victors, 
who  ihewed  due  refpecl  to  his  for¬ 
mer  merit,  as  well  as  to  the  gal¬ 
lantry  which  fignalized  his  lail 
moments.  The  Englifh  prifoners 
were  treated  with  great  kindnefs; 
the  Americans  who  had  joined  the 
king’s  ftandard,  with  equal  rigour. 

The  King’s  forces  retired  from 
the  poll  at  the  Great-Bridge  the 
enfuing  night,  without  any  other 
lofs  than  a  few  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  fome  trifling  ftores  which  they 
left  behind;  and  as  all  hopes  ia 
this  quarter  were  now  at  an  end. 
Lord  Dun  more  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  abandon  the  town  and 

neighbourhood  of  Norfolk,  and  re¬ 
tired  again  with  his  people  on 

board  the  fiiips,  which  were  con- 
fiderably  increafed  in  number,  by 
thofe  which  rhey  found  in  that  port. 
Many  of  the  well-affected,  (or  To¬ 
ries,  which  was  the  appellation 

now  given  to  them  throughout 

America)  thought  it  prudent,  with 
their  families,  to  feek  the  fame 
afylum,  whither  they  alfo  carried 

the 
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the  moft  portable  and  valuable  of 
their  effeds.  Thus  his  Lordfliip 
formed  a  conliderable  fleet,  with 
refped  to  the  number  of  veflels  and 
tonnage,  and  thefe  were  alfo  croud- 
ed  with  people ;  but  the  fhips  were 
without  force,  and  contained 
mouths  without  hands  fit  to  navi¬ 
gate  them.  The  rebels  took  pof- 
feffion  of  Norfolk,  and  the  fleet 
moved  to  a  greater  diftance. 

During  thefe  tranfadions  a 
fcheme  had  been  in  agitation,  for 
railing  a  conliderable  force  at  the 
back  of  the  colonies,  particularly 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas, 
where  it  was  known  there  were 
many  well  alFeded  to  the  King's 
government ;  it  was  hoped  that 
fome  of  the  Indian  nations  might 
be  induced  to  become  parties  in 
this  defign ;  and  that  thus  united, 
they  not  only  would  make  fuch  a 
diverfion,  as  mull  greatly  alarm 
and  diltrefs  the  rebels,  but  that 
they  might  penetrate  fo  far  towards 
the  coalls,  as  to  form  a  jundion 
with  Lord  Dunmore.  One  Con¬ 
nelly,  a  native  of  Penfylvania,  an 
sdive  enterprizing  man,  who  feems 
to  have  been  well  calculated  for 
fuch  an  undertaking,  was  the 
framer  of  this  defign ;  and  his 
projed  being  approved  by  Lord 
Dunmore,  he  with  great  difficulty 
and  danger  carried  on  a'negoci- 
ation  with  the  Ohio  Indians,  and 
his  friends  among  the  back  fettlers, 
upon  the  fubjed.  This  having 
fucceeded  to  his  fatisfadion,  he 
returned  to  Lord  Dunmore,  who 
fent  him  with  the  necelTary  cre¬ 
dentials  to  Bofton,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  commilfion  from  General 
Gage,  to  ad  as  colonel  comman- 
dant,  with  alTurances  of  fupport 
and  afliftance,  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  appointed.  It  was  in. 


tended,  that  the  garrifons  which 
we  had  at  Detroit,  and  fome  other 
of  the  remote  back  forts,  with 
their  artillery  and  ammunition, 
Ihould  be  fubfervient  to  this  de- 
lign,  and  the  adventurer  expeded 
to  draw  fome  affiflance,  at  leaft,  of 
volunteers  and  officers,  from  the 
neareft  parts  of  Canada,  He  was 
to  grant  all  commiffions  to  the 
officers,  and  to  have  the  fupreme 
diredion  in  every  thing  of  the  new 
forces,  and  as  foon  as  they  were 
in  fufficient  condition,  he  was  to 
penetrate  through  Virginia  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  meet  Lord  Dun¬ 
more,  at  a  given  time  in  the  month 
of  April,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alex* 
andria,  upon  the  river  Potowmac, 
who  was  to  bring  fuch  a  naval 
force,  and  other  affiflance,  as  was 
deemed  neceflary  for  the  purpofe. 
It  was  alfo  a  part,  and  not  the 
leafl  cornprehenfive,  of  this  plan,  to 
cut  olF  the  communication  between, 
the  northern  and  fouthern  colo¬ 
nies. 

Thus  far,  affairs  feemed  to  look 
well  with  our  adventurer;  but  on 
his  road  through  Maryland  to  the 
fcene  of  adion,  and  when  he  was 
fo  far  advanced  that  the  worft 
feemed  nearly  over,  the  vigilance, 
or  fufpicious  temper  of  one  of  the 
committees  unfortunately  fruflrat-* 
ed  all  his  hopes.  Being  taken  up  on 
fufpicion,  with  two  of  his  aflbciates 
who  travelled  along  with  him,  his 
papers  betrayed  every  thing ;  among 
thefe  was  the  general  fcheme  of 
the  defign,  a  letter  from  Lord 
Dunmore  to  one  of  the  Indian 
chiefs,  with  fuch  other  authentic 
vouchers,  as  left  nothing  to  be 
doubted.  The  papers  were  pub- 
liflied  by  the  Congrefs,  and  the 
undertakers  fent  to  prifon. 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  the 

loyal  ifls 
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loyalifts  were  very  lenient  to  thofe 
who  differed  with  them  in  politi¬ 
cal  opinions,  during  the  fhort  time 
of  their  fuperiority  in  the  country 
adjoining  to  Norfolk,  fo  now, 
upon  the  turn  of  affairs,  the  ob¬ 
taining  a  piaufible  fhew  of  juftice, 
under  the  colour  of  retaliation,  af¬ 
forded  fuch  a  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  pradlice  of  feverity, 
and  the  gratification  of  private 
pique,  and  natural  malignity,  on 
the  other  fide,  as  is  never  known 
to  be  negleded  by  any  party  in 
limilar  circumftances.  For  though, 
many  had  taken  fhelter  on  board 
the  fhips,  a  much  greater  number 
remained  behind,  fome  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  hazard  fome  danger,  ra¬ 
ther  than  abandon  their  property  ; 
others  hoping  that  their  condudl, 
from  its  moderation,  would  bear 
enquiry  ;  and  the  majority,  from 
their  having  no  profpedl  of  fubfift- 
ence  if  they  quitted  home,  and  an 
expeftation  that  their  obfeurity 
would  fave  them  from  notice.  To 
conclude,  fuch  charges  of  oppref- 
fion,  injuftice,  and  cruelty,  were 
made  on  both  Tides,  as  are  ufually 
done  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  in 
the  fleet  were  diftreffed  for  provi- 
fions  and  neceffaries  of  every  fort, 
and  were  cut  off  frdm  every  kind 
of  fuccour  from  the  Ihore.  This 
occafioned  conftant  bickering  be¬ 
tween  the  armed  fhips  and  boats, 
and  the  forces  that  were  ftationed 
on  the  coaft,  particularly  at  Nor¬ 
folk.  At  length,  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  Liverpool  man  of  war  from 
England,  a  flag  was  fent  on  fhore, 
to  put  the  queilion,  whether  they 
would  fupply  his  Majefly’s  fhips 
with  provifions  ?  which  being  an- 
fwered  in  the  negative,  and  the 
fhips  in  the  harbour  being  con- 
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tinually  annoyed  by  the  fire  of  the 
rebels,  from  that  part  of  the  town, 
which  lay  next  the  water,  it  was 
determined  to  diflodge  them  by 
deflroying  it.  Previous  notice  be¬ 
ing  accordingly  given  to  the  in¬ 
habitants,  that  they  might  remove 
from  the  danger,  the  firfl:  day  of 
the  new  year  was  flgnalized  by  the 
attack,  when  a  violent  cannonade, 
from  the  Liverpool  frigate,  two 
floops  of  war,  and  the  Governor’s 
armed  fhip  the  Dunmore,  feconded 
by  parties  of  the  Tailors  and  ma¬ 
rines,  who  landed  and  fet  fire  to 
the  neareft  houTes,  Toon  produced 
the  defired  effeft,  and  the  w'hole 
town  was  reduced  to  afhes. 

It  appears  from  a  gazette  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Governor’s  fliip,  (who 
had  removed  the  printing  prefs 
and  materials  thither  from  Nor¬ 
folk)  that  it  was  only  intended  to. 
deftroy  that  part  of  the  town  which 
was  next  the  water;  but  that  the 
rebels  comoleated  the  deflrnftion, 
by  fetting  fire  to  the  back  and  re¬ 
mote  ftreets,  which,  as  the  wind 
was  in  their  favour,  would  have 
otherwife  been  fafe  from  the  fury 
of  the  flames.  It  is  not,  however, 
eafy  to  preferibe  limits  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  a  fire  in  fuch,  or  indeed 
in  any  circumftances.  A  few  of 
thofe  who  landed,  as  well  as  of  the 
rebels,  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Such  was  the  fate  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  town  of  Norfolk,  the  moft 
confiderable  for  commerce  in  the 
colony,  and  fo  growing  and  flou- 
rifhing  before  thefe  unhappy  trou¬ 
bles,  that  in  the  two  years  from 
1773  to  1775,  the  rents  of  the 
houfes  increafed  from  8000  to 
10,000  pounds  a  year.  The  whole 
lofs  is  eftimated  at  above  300,000!, 
However  juft  the  cauTe,  or  urgent 
the  neceftity,  which  induced  this 

meafure. 


32]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  177^ 


meafure,  it  was  undoubtedly  a 
grievous  and  odious  talk  to  a  go¬ 
vernor,  to  be  himfelf  a  principal 
a6lor,  in  burning  and  deftroying 
the  bell  town  in  his  government. 
The  rebels,  after  this  tranfa£tion, 
to  cut  off  every  refource  from  the 
fhips,  and  partly  perhaps  to  pu- 
nifh  the  well-afFe6led,  burnt  and 
dedroyed  the  houfes  and  planta¬ 
tions  within  reach  of  the  water, 
and  obliged  the  people  to  remove, 
with  their  cattle,  provifions,  and 
portable  elFedls,  farther  into  the 
country. 

Nor  was  the  fituation  of  other 
governors  in  America,  much  more 
eligible  than  that  of  Lord  Dun- 
more.  In  South  Carolina,  Lord 
William  Campbell,  having,  as  they 
faid,  entered  into  a  negociation 
with  the  Indians,  for  coming  in  to 
the  fupport  of  government  in  that 
province,  and  having alfo  fucceeded 
in  excitins:  a  number  of  thofe  back 
fettlers,  whom  we  have  heretofore 
feen  diilinguifhed  in  the  Carolinas, 
under  the  title  of  Regulators,  to 
cfpoufe  the  fame  caufe,  the  difeo- 
Very  of  thefe  meafures,  before  they 
were  fufficiently  ripe  for  execution, 
occaiioned  fuch  a  ferment  among 
the  people,  that  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceifary  to  retire  from  Charles- 
Town  on  board  a  fhip  of  war  in 
the  river,  from  whence  he. returned 
no  more  to  the  feat  of  his  govern¬ 
ment.  In  the  mean  time  a  Mr. 
Drayton,  v/ho  vVas  judge  of  the 
fuperior  court,  and  one  of  the  mod: 
leading  men  in  the  colony,  marched 
with  a  llrong  armed  force  to  the 
back  fettlements,  where  a  treaty 
was  concluded  between  him  and 
the  leaders  of  the  Regulators,  in 
which  the  differences  between  them 
were  attributed  to  mifinformation j 
a  mifunderllanding  of  each  others 


views  and  defigns,  and  a  tender* 
nefs  of  confcience  on  the  fide  of 
the  latter,  which  prevented  their 
ligning  the  affociations,  or  purfu- 
ing  any  meafures  againft  govern¬ 
ment;  but  as  they  now  engaged, 
neither  by  word  nor  adl  to  im¬ 
pede  or  contravene  fuch  proceed¬ 
ings  as  fhould  be  adopted  and  pur- 
fued  by  the  province  in  general^ 
nor  to  give  any  information,  aid, 
or  alliftance,  to  fuch  Britilh  troops 
as  (hould  at  any  time  arrive  in  it, 
fo  they  were  to  be  entirely  free  in 
their  condufl  otherwife,  to  enjoy  a 
fafe  neutrality,  and  to  fuffer  no 
moleftation,  for  their  not  taking 
an  adive  part  in  the  prefent  trou¬ 
bles. 

The  government  of  the  province 
was  lodged  in  a  council  of  fafety 
conhiling  of  13  perfons,  with  the 
occalional  affillance  of  a  committee 
of  ninety-nine.  As  they  had  in¬ 
telligence  that  an  armament  was 
preparing  in  England,  which  was 
particularly  intended  againft  it,  no 
means  were  left  untried  for  its  de¬ 
fence,  in  difeiplining  the  forces^ 
procuring  arms  and  gunpowder, 
and  particularly  in  fortifying  and 
fecuring  Charles-Town. 

Similar  meafures  were  purfued  in 
North-Carolina,  (with  the  diffe¬ 
rence  that  Governor  Martin  was 
more  adlive  and  vigorous  in  his 
proceedings)  but  attended  with 
as  little  fuccefs.  The  Provincial 
Congrefs,  Committees,  and  Go¬ 
vernor  w'ere  in  a  continued  ftate  of 
the  moft  violent  warfare.  Upon 
a  number  cf  charges,  particularly 
of  fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  ex¬ 
citing  an  infurredlion  among  the 
negroes,  he  was  declared  an  enemy 
to  America  in  gei>eraj,  and  to  that 
colony  in  particular,  and  all  per¬ 
fons  forbidden  from  holding  any 

com- 
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communication  with  him.  Thefe 
declarations  he  anfwered  with  a 
proclamation  of  uncommon  length, 
which  the  Provincial  Congrefs  re- 
folved  to  be  a  falfe,  fcandalous, 
fcurrilous,  malicious,  and  fedltious 
libel,  and  ordered  to  be  burnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hang¬ 
man. 

As  the  Governor  expelled  by 
means  of  the  back  fettlers,  as  well 
as  of  the  Scotch  inhabitants  and 
Highland  emigrants,  who  were  nu¬ 
merous  in  the  province,  to  be  able 
to  raife  a  confiderable  force,  he 
took  pains  to  fortify  and  arm  his 
palace  at  Newbern,  that  it  might 
anfvver  the  double  purpofe  of  a 
garrifon  and  magazine.  Before 
this  could  be  effected,  the  moving 
of  fome  cannon  excited  fuch  a 
commotion  among  the  people,  that 
he  found  it  neceffary  to  abandon 
the  palace,  and  retire  on  board  a 
floop  of  war  in  Cape  Fear  river. 
Thepeople,  upon  this  occafion,dif- 
CDvered  powder,  ihot,  ball,  and 
various  military  ftores  and  imple¬ 
ments,  which  had  been  buried  in 
the  palace  garden  and  yard  ;  this 
ferved  to  inflame  them  exceed* 
ihgly,  every  man  confidering  it  as 
if  it  had  been  a  plot  againft  him- 
I'elf  in  particular. 

In  other  refpeflis,  the  province 
had  followed  the  ejcample  of  their 
neighbours  in  South-CaroHna,  by 
edablifhing  a  council  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  fafety,  with  other  fub- 
ftitutes  for  a  regular  and  perma¬ 
nent  government.  They  alfo  pur- 
fued  the  fame  methods  of  provid¬ 
ing  for  defence,  of  railing,  arm¬ 
ing  and  fupporting  forces,  and  of 
training  the  militia,  and  fhewed 
equal  vigour  and  eagernefs  in  all 
their  proceedings.  The  Provincial 
Congrefs  publifhed  an  addrefs  to 
VoL.  XIX. 


the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire,  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofC 
we  have  formerly  feen  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
containing  thO  fame  profefTions  of 
loyalty  and  affeflion,  and  declaring 
the  fame  earnell  dOfire  of  a  fecori- 
ciliation. 

General  Gage  having  retdrnec! 
in  the  beginning  of  O£lobcr  to 
England,  the  command  in  chief 
of  the  army  at  Bofton  devolved 
upon  General  Howe,  who  foori  af¬ 
ter  ilTued  a  proclamation,  by  which, 
fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  attempted 
to  quit  the  town  without  licence, 
were  condemned  to  military  execu¬ 
tion,  if  detected  and  taken,  and  if 
they  efcaped,  to  be  proceeded 
againft  as  traitors,  by  the  for-^ 
feiture  of  their  elFecIs.  By  another, 
fuch  as  obtained  permiftion  to  quit 
the  town,  were  reftrained  by  fevere 
penalties,  from  carrying  more  thail 
a  fmall  fpecilied  fum  of  money 
with  them*.  He  alfo  enjoined  the 
figning  and  entering  into  an  aftb* 
elation,  by  which  the  remaining 
inhabitants  offered  their  perfons 
for  the  defence  of  the  town,  and 
fuch  of  them  as  he  approved  of, 
were  to  be  armed,  formed  intcJ 
companies,  and  inftrmfled  in  mU 
litary  exercifes  and  difciplirie,  the 
remainder  being  obliged  to  pay 
their  quotas  in  money  towards  the 
common  defence. 

As  the  limited  tenti,  for  which 
the  foldiers  in  the  armv  before 

j 

Bofton  had  cniifted,  was  nearly 
expired,  a  committee  from  the 
General  Congrefs,  confiding  of  fe- 
vCral  of  its  mod  refpeflable  mem* 
bers,  were  fent  thither,  to  talce  the 
neceftary  meafures^  in  conjundtioa 
with  Gen.  Waftiington,  fol  keep¬ 
ing  it  from  difbanding.  This, 
however,  does  cot  ieeiii  to  have 
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been  a  work  of  any  great  difficulty, 
the  whole  army  having  re-enlilled 
for  a  year  certain  to  come.  Of  all 
the  difficulties  which  the  Americans 
met,  in  their  attempts  towards  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  military  force, 
nothing  affeded  them  fo  griev- 
oufly,  or  was  found  fo  hard  to  be 
remedied,  as  the  v/ant  of  gun¬ 
powder.  For  though  they  ufed 
the  utmofl  diligence  in  the  colled:- 
ing  and  preparing  of  nitre,  and  in 
all  the  other  parts  of  the  manufac¬ 
ture,  the  reiburce  from  their  in- 
dudry  in  that  refpeft,  mud  neceffa* 
rily  be  flow,  and  with  regard  to 
any  confiderable  effiedl,  didant.  Nor 
had  they  yet  opened  that  com¬ 
merce,  nor  entered  into  thofe  mea- 
fures  with  foreign  dates,  which 
have  fince  procured  them  a  fupply 
of  military  articles.  Indeed  the  fcar- 
city  of  powder  was  fo  great,  that 
it  is  faid  the  troops  at  Bunker^s- 
HiH  had  not  a  fingle  charge  left 
at  the  end  of  that  Ihort  eng-ane- 
ment :  and  it  is  alfo  faid,  that  the 
weaknefs  of  the  army  before  Bo» 
flon  in  that  refpecl,  was  at  one 
time  fo  great,  that  nothing  but 
our  ignorance  of  the  circumdance, 
could  have  faved  them  from  being 
difperfed  and  ruined.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  left  nothing  undone  to  fup¬ 
ply  this  defedj  and  among  other 
temporary  expedients,  had.  con¬ 
trived  to  purchafe,  without  notice 
tor  fu fpicion,  all  the  powder  upon 
the  coad  of  Africa,  and  plundered 
the  magazine  in  the  ifiand  of  Ber¬ 
muda,  of  abovb  160  barrels,  which 
was  carried  off  (as  it  was  pretend¬ 
ed)  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
inhabitants. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  depredation, 
threat,  and  hodility,  which  conti- 
jnually  occurred  on  the  fea-coads, 
tlie  fcoy/n  of  Fa^lmouth,  in  the 


northern  part  of  the  province  of 
Maffachufett’s-Bay, was  o.r. 
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doomed  to  experience 
a  fhare  of  thofe  calamities,  which 
were  afterwards  difpenfed  in  a 
greater  degree  to  Norfolk  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Some  particular  violence 
or  mifbehaviour,  relative  to  the 
loading  of  a  mad  fbip,  drew  the 
indignation  of  the  Admiral  upon 
this  place,  and  occafioned  an  order 
for  its  dedrudison.  I'he  officer  who 
commanded  the  ffiips  upon  this 
occadon,  gave  two  hours  pre¬ 
vious  notice  to  the  inhabitants 
to  provide  for  their  fafety,  and 
this  time  w''as  further  enlarged  till 
the  next  morning,  under  the  cover 
of  a  negociation  for  delivering  up 
their  artillery  and  fmall  arms,  at 
the  price  of  faving  the  town.  This, 
however,  they  at  length  refufed  to 
comply  with;  but  had  made  ufeof 
the  intermediate  time  in  removing 
fo  many  of  their  effedls  as  Ahey 
could  procure  carriages  for,  or  as 
the  darknefs  and  confufion  of  th^ 
night  would  admit  of. 

About  9  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
a  cannonade  was  begun,  and  con¬ 
tinued  with  little  intermiffioa 
through  the  day.  Above  3000 
Ihot,  beiides  bombs  and  carcafes, 
were  thrown  into  the  town,  and 
the  failors  landed  to  com  pleat  the 
d.eftruftion,  but  were  repuifed  with 
the  lofs  of  a  fe\y  men.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  town,  (w'hich  lay 
next  the  water)  confrlling  of  about 
130  dwelling  houfes,  and  278  ilores 
and  warehoufes,  with  a  large  new 
church,  a  new  handfome  court- 
houfe,  the  old  town«houfe,  with 
the  public  library,  were  reduced  to 
allies;  about  100  of  the  worff 
houfes,  being  favoured  by  the  fitu- 
ation  and  diitance,  efcaped  deilruc- 
tion,  though  not  without  damage. 

Though 
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Though  the  fettlements  in  this 
quarter  were  new,  being  moftly 
eftabliftied  fince  the  laft  war,  this 
fmall  town  was  amazingly  thriv¬ 
ing,  being  fituated  on  a  fine  har¬ 
bour,  and  having  a  very  confider- 
able  trade,  fo  that  it  was  computed 
to  contain  about  600  families, 
though  little  more  than  one  third 
of  that  number  of  dwelling-houfes. 

The  deilruflion  which  fell  upon 
Falmouth,  probably  accelerated  in 
theadembly  of  Mafl*achufett’s-Bay, 
the  daring  meafure  (under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  protedling  their  coafls)  of 
,  paffing  an  adl,  for 
Nov.  13^  •  granting  letters  of 

marque  and  reprifal,  and  the  ella- 
blifhment  of  courts  of  admiralty, 
for  the  trial  and  condemnation  of 
Britifh  Ibips.  In  this  law  they 
declared  an  intention,  of  only  de¬ 
fending  the  coafls  and  navigation 
of  America,  extending  the  power 
of  capture  only  to  fu'ch  fliips  as 
Ihould  be  employed  in  bringing 
fupplies  to  the  armies  employed 
againfl  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  ar¬ 
ticles  of  confederation  and  perpe¬ 
tual  union,  between  the  feveral  co¬ 
lonies  which  were  already  affo- 
ciated,  with  liberty  of  admiffion  to 
thofe  of  Quebec,  Sc.  John’s,  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  two  Floridas,  and  Ber¬ 
mudas,  containing  rules  for  their 
general  government  in  peace  and 
war,  both  with  refpedt  to  foreigners 
and  each  other,  were  drawn  up  by 
the  General  Congrefs,  and  by  them 
tranfmitted  to  the  different  colo¬ 
nics,  for  the  infpeclion  and  con- 
fideration  of  their  refpeflive  aflem- 
blies.  If  thefe  articles  met  with 
their  approbation,  they  were  to 
empower  their  delegates  in  the  en- 
fuing  general  Congrefs,  to  ratify 
and  cDafirm  them  j  and  from  that 


time,  the  union  which  they  eila- 
bliihed  was  to  continue  firm,  until, 
befides  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances, 
reparation  was  made  for  the  lofi'es 
fuftained  by  Boilon,  for  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  Charles-Town,  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  tlie  war,  and  until  the 
Britifh  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
America.  When  thofe  events  took 
place,  the  colonies  were  to  return 
to  their  former  conneflions  and 
friendfhip  with  Great  Britain  ;  but 
on  failure  thereof,  the  confedera* 
tion  to  be  perpetual. 

The  people,  however,  were  not 
yet  fufficiently  irritated,  nor  their 
affections  and  prej  udices  fufficiently 
broken,  to  accede  to  a  confederacy, 
which, though  conditionally  framed 
and  worded-  vet  led  to  a  total  fe- 
paration  from  the  mother  country. 
For  though  they  took  up  arms  and 
oppofed  government,  ftill,  it  was, 
in  general,  under  the  hope  of  ob¬ 
taining  thereby  a  redrefs  of  griev¬ 
ances  ;  and  that  being  the  nearer 
and  more  agreeable  objeCt,  they 
would  not  willingly  look  to  any¬ 
thing  further,  efpecially  to  one  fc> 
dreadful  as  a  total  feparation.  It 
required  a  longer  time  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  real  or  fuppofed  in¬ 
juries,  and  in  fpeculations  upon 
future,  together  with  frefh  and 
conflant  fources  of  irritation,  to 
arrive  at  that  habit  of  vexation  and 
hatred,  which  was  necelTary  to 
break  ties  of  fo  long  a  ftanding, 
and  to  familiarize  fo  new  an  idea. 

A  refolution  was  alfo  paffed  by 
the  Congrefs  at  the  appearance  of 
autumn, that  as  America  was  bleffed 
with  a  moft  plentiful  harvefl,  and 
fhould  have  a  great  fuperfluity  to 
fpare  for  other  nations,  fo,  if  the 
late  reflraining  laws  were  not  re- 
pealed,  within  fix  months  from  the 
20th  of  July,  on  which  they  coiii- 
[C]  2  inenced. 
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menced,  the  cullom-houfes  fhould 
be  every  where  fhut  up,  and  their 
ports  from  thenceforth  be  open  to 
every  date  in  Europe,  (which 
would  admit  and  proteft  their 
commerce)  free  of  all  duties,  and 
for  fevery  kind  of  commodity,  ex¬ 
cepting,  only,  teas,  and  the  mer¬ 
chandize  of  Great  Britain,  and 
her  dependencies.  And  the  more 
to  encourage  foreigners  to  engage 
in  trade  with  them,  th-ey  palled  a 
refolution,  that  they  would,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power,  maintain 
and  fupport  fuch  freedom  of  com¬ 
merce  for  two  years  certain  after 
its  commencement,  notwithdand- 
ing  any  reconciliation  with  Great- 
V  Britain,  and  as  much  longer  as  the 
prefent  obnoxious  laws  lliouldcon- 
tinue.*^They  alfo,  immediately, 
fufpended  the  non  -  importation 
agreement,  in  favour  of  all  lliips 
that  diould  bring  gunpowder, 
nitre,  fulphur,  good  muHcets  fit¬ 
ted  with  bayonets,  or  brafs  field 
pieces,  fuCh  Ihips  being  to  be 
loaded  in  return  with  the  full  value 
of  their  cargoes. 

p.  ^  ,  Towards  the  clofe  of 
*  the  year,  the  General 


Congrefs  publilhed  a  declaration, 
in  anfwer  to  the  royal  proclama¬ 
tion  for  fuppreding  rebellion  and 
fedition,  which  was  ilTued  at  St, 
James’s  on  the  23d  of  Augud.  la 
this  piece  they  combated  and  de¬ 
nied  the  charges  of  forgetting  their 
allegiance,  of  treafon,  and  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  took  particular  notice  of 
the  dangerous  tendency,  and  in- 
difcriminate  nature  of  a  claufe, 
prohibiting,  under  the  fevered  pe¬ 
nalties,  the  carrying  on  of  any 
correfpondence  from  England,with 
any  perfons  in  rebellion,  or  the 
aiding  or  abetting  of  fuch.  But, 
not  content  with  critical  obferva- 
tions,  they  conclude  with  a  de¬ 
claration  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  the  united  colonies.  That  what¬ 
ever  punidiment  fhali  be  inflided 
upon  any  perfons  in  the  power  of 
their  enemies,  for  favouring,  aid¬ 
ing,  or  abetting,  the  caufe  of  Ame¬ 
rican  liberty,  fhould  be  retaliated 
in  the  fame  kind  and  the  fame 
degree,  upon  thofe  in  their  power, 
who  have  favoured,  aided,  or 
abetted,  or  diould  favour,  aid,  or 
abet,  the  fydem  of  miniderial  op- 
prelfion. 


CHAP.  IL 

^tate  of  affairs  previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament »  City  public  tranf- 

aiiions.  Letters  from  Ne‘tv  York.  Addreffes  from  the  guild  of  merchants 
in  Dublin,  to  Lord  Effnghani,  and  to  the  protefing  Peers,  Refolutions  of 
the  Jheriffs  and  commons  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Riot  of  the  failors  at 
Linjerpool.  Petition  from  the  American  Congrefs,  prefented  by  Mr,  Penn, 
Addreffes.  State  of  parties.  Ancient  animofties  reojiajed.  Petitions. 
Ne-xvfoUn Aland .  Negociattons  for  foreign  troops.  Great  fupplies  of 

previfions  fent  for  the  fupport  of  the  army  in  Bofon.  Vajl  expences  of 
that  ferajise.  Reports  cirtulaied  for  fame  time  before  the  opening  of  the 
feffion.  Confpiracy,  Mr.  Sayre fent  to  the  Y onjoer. 
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now  fo  clofely  entwined  in  overthrowing  the  one,  without  in- 
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that  fydem  was,  itfelf,  fo  firmly 
fupported,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
fome  violent  and  extraordinary 
convulfion,  feemed  even  capable  of 
fhaking  it.  Yet,  notvvithltanding 
this  pledge  of  fecurity,  the  mini- 
llers  could  not  but  feel  great  uneafi- 
nefs,  at  the  accounts  that  were 
daily  received  from  the  colonies 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament. 

For  though  oppofition  were  not 
very  ftrong  in  number,  they  were 
as  quick  in  difcovering  faults  and 
errors,  as  they  were  indefatigable 
in  expofing  them,  and  in  tracing 
effects  up  through  the  labyrinth  of 
their  caufes.  In  truth,  affairs  had 
run  fo  counter  in  America,  and 
every  meafure  had  produced  an 
effeft  fo  diredly  contrary  to  what 
was  propofed  or  expefted,  that  it 
was  not  eafy  to  fet  a  good  face  up¬ 
on  the  matter,  either  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  to  the  nation. 

It  is  true  that  many  former  mi- 
nifterial  incumbrances,  had  been 
rubbed  off  by  the  calling  of  a  new 
parliament;  all  engagements  with 
the  old,  all  promifes  and  miftakes, 
being  thereby  at  one  dafh  obliter¬ 
ated.  But  a  new  and  heavy  fcore 
had  already  been  run  up,  in  the 
fingle  fellion  which  had  elapfed  of 
the  prefent  parliament.  I'he  re- 
ffraining  bills,  paffed  by  this,  were 
to  have  affixed  a  feai  to  all  the  a6ls 
of  its  predecefibrs.  The  general 
dillrefs  arifing  from  a  general  pu- 
nifhment  in  the  colonies,  would, 
it  was  hoped,  render  the  majority, 
the  avengers  of  government,  and 
the  punilhers  of  the  incorrigible. 
The  conciliatory  refolution,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  every  thing  elfe,  in  its 
double  capacity  of  converting  and 
dividing, was  fuppofed  welladapted 
to  accomplifh  all  that  was  wanted. 
To  thefe,  however,  was  added  an 
%rmy,  fufficicntj,  as  the  fanguin© 
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thought,  to  look  America  into 
fubjedion,  without  the  trouble  of 
a  blow.  And  to  crown  the  whole, 
a  naval  force,  which  would  in  it¬ 
felf  be  nearly  equal  to  the  pur- 
pofe. 

Each  of  thefe  muff  become  a 
fubjed  of  animadverfion,  and  it 
would  not  be  eafy  in  fome,  to  ward 
againft  the  charges  of  mifinform- 
ation,  ignorance,  mifconception, 
or  incapacity,  which  would  af-  I 
furcdly  attend  them.  In  particular, 
the  queftions  refpeding  the  war 
muff  be  exceedingly  embarraffmg. 
Since  extremities  were  determined 
upon,  why  was  not  a  fufficient 
force  fent  in  time,  to  run  down  or 
prevent  all  oppofition  ?  Why  has 
luch  a  courfe  of  irritation  and 
threat  been  carried  on  for  feveral 
years,  as  to  give  the  people  warn¬ 
ing  of  their  danger,  and  time  to 
throw  themfelves  into  their  prefent 
ftrong  ffate  of  defence  ?  If  it  now 
appears  that  five  times  the  number 
are  fcarcely  adequate  to  the  fervice. 
How  could  the  minifter  have  been 
fo  totally  ignorant  and  mifinform- 
ed,  as  to  fuppofe  that  io,ooo  men 
could  fubdue  America  without 
bloodffied  f 

Thefe  and  many  other  queftions 
would  be  much  eafier  put  than  an- 
fwered.  To  remedy  the  mifchiefs 

4 

of  paft  tardinefs,  it  was  determined 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  a  vigour 
that  fhould  aftonifh  all  Europe,  and 
to  employ  fuch  an  army  in  the 
enfuing  campaign,  as  never  before 
had  entered  the  new  world.  This, 
it  was  faid,  befides  the  grand  ob- 
jedl,  would  be  the  moft  effedlual 
means  of  filencing  clamour,  and 
of  preventing  troublefome,  and 
now  ufelefs,  enquiries.  When  once 
the  people  were  heartily  engaged 
in  a  war,  they  would  neyef  w^it  to 
rccolledl,  much  lefs  to  animadvert 
i,^]  3,  .  on. 
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ooj  the  original  caufes  of  difpute; 
but  would  in  theu*  ufual  manner, 
and  from  their  natural  difpofition, 
carry  it  on  with  eagernefs,  and  if 
gratified  now  and  then  with  a  bril¬ 
liant  iiroke  of  fuccefs,  care  no¬ 
thing  about  future  burthens  or  con- 
fequences.  Thus  the  pubHc  opi¬ 
nion  would  be  fecured  ;  they  had 
already  fhewn  a  decided  fuperiority 
in  parliament;  and  the  efforts  of 
the  minority,  liruggling  with  the 
general  opinion,  and  directed 
againif  the  apparent  national  inter- 
eft,  would  only  tend  to  render  them 
every  day  more  feeble;  and  de¬ 
prive  them  of  that  popularity, 
which  is  the  foul  of  oppofition. 

The  late  engapements  in  Ame- 
Tica,  had,  in  a  certain  degree, 
affected  both  the  national  and  mi¬ 
litary  pride  of  the  people.  Many 
of  thofe,  who  had  not  approved  of 
our  late  condud:  with  refped  to 
the  colonies,  thought  it  now  too 
late  to  look  back,  or  to  enquire 
into  paft  caufes,  that  government 
muft'be  fupported  at  any  rate,  that 
we  muft  not  hefitate  at  any  ex¬ 
pence  or  danger  to  preferve  our  do¬ 
minions,  and  that  whoever  was 
right  in  the  beginning,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  infolence  deferved  chaflife- 
xnent  at  prefen  t. 

Many  caufes  concurred  to,  pre¬ 
vent  the  lofs  of  the  American  com¬ 
merce  from  being  yet  generally 
felt.  The  prodigious  remittances 
in  corn  during  our  fcarcity,  which 
we  mull  do  theAmericans  the  j  uftice 
to  fay,  they  with  great  honefty 
made  in  difeharg-e  of  their  debts, 
with  the  much  larger  than  ufual 
fums  which  they  were  enabled  to 
pay,  from  the  advanced  prices  of 
oil,  tobacco,  and  other  commodi¬ 
ties,  all  together  occalioned  a  pro¬ 
digious  influx  of  money. 

The  failing  of  the  flota  from 


Spain,  the  armament  againll:  Al¬ 
giers,  and  the  peace  between  the 
Ruffians  and  Turks,  occafioned  an. 
unufual  demand  for  goods  and  ma- 
nufadlures  of  various  forts,  from 
Spain,  the  North  of  Europe,  and 
Turkey,  which  keeping  up  a  brilk 
circulation  in  trade,  bufinefs,  and 
money,  all  contributed  to  the  fame 
effieft. 

The  war  itfelf,  the  fupplying  of 
an  army  and  navy  with  provifions 
and  neceflaries  of  every  fort,  at  fo 
prodigious  a  di fiance,  gave  em¬ 
ployment  and  emolument  to  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  people,  engaged 
a  vaft  quantity  of  flipping  in  the 
tranfport  fervice,  v/hich’  would 
have  been  otherwife  idle,  and 
caiifed  fuch  a  buftle  of  bufinefs, 
and  circulation  of  cafh,as  checked 
all  obfervation  of  other  deficien¬ 
cies,  and  fiifled  all  attention  to 
future  confequences.  A  golden 
harveft  alfo,  was  not  only  opened 
to  the  view  of  contradors,  but 
they  had  already  enjoyed  fuch  a 
fiiare  of  the  fruits,  as  was  fufficient 
to  excite  the  mofi  eager  rage  for 
its  continuance  and  renewal.  It 
is  fcarcely  ntceffiary  to  mention, 
the  numberiefs  dealers  and  game- 
fiers,  in  lotteries,  flocks,  and 
other  money  tranfaftions,  who  pro¬ 
fit  by  ail  wars.  Thefe  contri¬ 
buted  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the 
people,  and  to  animate  them  to 
this  civil  contention. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  great 
bodies  of  American,  African,  and 
Well  -  India  merchants,  with  the 
Weft  -  Indian  planters,  had  too 
long  forefeen,  and  already  too 
deeply  experienced,  the  fatal  ef- 
fe£ls  of  the  prefent  unhappy  epn- 
teft.  They  accordingly,  with  a 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
great  trading  cities  of  London  and 
Bfifiol,  fill]  vviihed  and  firuggled 
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to  have  matters  reftored  to  their 
ancient  ftate,  and  reprobated  all 
the  meafuies  whi'^h  led  to  the  pre- 
/ent  crifis.  No  inconfiderable  part 
of  the  people  in  other  places, 
though  grown  lefs  loud  in  their 
demands  for  peace,  hill,  however, 
remained  dilfatish^d  with  the  pre- 
fent  meafures.  In  Ireland,  though 
thofe  in  office,  and  the  principal 
nobility  and  gentry  declared  againfl: 
America,  by  far  the  majority  of 
the  protehant  inhabitants  there, 
who  are  llrenuous  and  declared 
whigs,  Itrongly  leaned  to  the  caufe 
of  the  colonies.  t 

It  muft,  however,  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  an  unufual  apathy 
with  refpecl  to  public  affairs, 
feemed  to  prevail  with  the  people, 
in  general,  of  this  country  ;  of 
which  a  fironger  proof  needs  not 
to  be  given,  than  that  which  will 
probably  recur  to  every  body’s  me¬ 
mory,  that  the  accounts  of  miany 
of  the  late  military  aflions,  as  well 
as  of  political  proceedings  of  no 
lefs  importance,  were  received 
with  as  much  indifference,  and 
canvafied  with  as  much  coolnefs 
and  uncoacern,  as  if  they  had 
happened  between  two  nations  with 
whom  we  were  fcarcely  conne^ffed. 
We  muft  except  from  all  thefe  ob- 
fervatiens,  the  people  of  North- 
Britain,  who,  almoll:  to  a  man,  fo, 
far  as  they  could  be  deferibed  or 
difiinguifhed  under  any  particular 
denomination,  not  only  applaud¬ 
ed,  but  proffered  life  and  fortune 
in  fupport  of  the  prefent  meafures. 
The  fame  approbation  was  alfo 
given,and  affurances  made,  though 
with  fomewhat  lefs  carnefinefs  and 
unanimity,  by  a  great  number  of 


towns  in  England.  The  recruit¬ 
ing  fervice,  however,  which  may 
be  conridere4  as  a  kind  of  politi¬ 
cal  barometer  with  refpecl  to  the 
fentiinents  of  the  lowelt  orders  in 
cafes  of  that  nature,  went  on  very 
heavily  for  the  land  and  fea  fer¬ 
vice,  both  in  England  and  Ireland, 
though  no  enouragement  was 
wanting,  nor  means  left  untried, 
for  the  making  of  extraordinary  le¬ 
vies.  '  , 

In  this  fiate  of  t 

24,  I77cr. 

things,  at  a  meet-  //a* 

ing  of  the  citizens  of  London  in 
Common -hall  for  the  ele£lion  of 
their  annual  officers,  the  Lord- 
Mayor  laid  before  them  his  Ma- 
jefiy’s  anfvver  to  their  lall  remon- 
llrance,  together  with  the  fubfe- 
quent  letter  from  the  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain*,  giving  notice,  that  the. 
King  would  not  receive,  on  the 
throne,  any  more  of  their  petiti¬ 
ons,  except  in  their  corporate  ca¬ 
pacity.  Upon  this  information, 
they  paffed  a  number  of  refolutions, 
in  one  of  which  they  declared, 
‘‘  That  whoever  advifed  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  declare  he  would  not  in 
future  receive  on  the  throne  any 
addrefs,  remonftrance,  and  peti¬ 
tion,  from  the  Lord-Mayor,  Al¬ 
dermen,  and  Livery  of  London, 
are  enemies  to  the  right  of  the 
fubjeft  to  petition  the  throne,  be- 
caufe  fuch  advice  is  calculated  to 
intercept  the  complaints  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  their  Sovereign,  to  prevent 
a  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  alie¬ 
nate  the  minds  of  Englifhmen 
from  the  Hanoverian  fucceffion.’* 
They  then  agreed  upon  another 
addrefs,  remonflrance,  and  peti¬ 
tion,  which  at  leaft  equalled  any 


^  See  an  account  of  both  thefe  tranfa-Slions  in  the  hiftorical  part  of  our  lafl 
volume,  p.  1 13. 
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of  the  former,  in  thpfe  fentiments, 
declarations,  and  charges,  which 
were  confidered  as  mofl:  obnoxious. 
Among  thofe  exprelTions  that  were 
the  lead;  exceptionable,  they  defire 
his  Majefty  to  confider,  what 
the  fituation  of  his  people  here 
muft  be,  v/ho  have  nothing  now 
to  expedl  from  America,  but 
Gazettes  of  blood,  and  mutual 
lifts  of  their  flaughiered  fellow- 
fubjetts.’*  In  other  refpeds, 
they  pafted  the  fevered:  and  harfheft 
cenfures  upon  the  Grand  Council 
and  Reprefentative  of  the  nation, 
as  alfo  upon  miniftefs  and  fecret 
advifers ;  and  they  conclude  with 
a  prayer  for  the  diftblution  of  par^ 
liament,  and  a  difmiffion  for  ever 
of  the  prefent  minifters  and  ad- 
yifers. 

A  refolution  was  pafted  at  the 
fame  time,  that  this  addrefs  fliould 
not  be  prefented,  unlefs  it  was  re¬ 
ceived  fitting  on  the  throne  ;  and 
the  Sheriffs  having  accordingly 
waited  on  the  King  to  know  when 
he  would  be  pleafed  to  receive  it, 
they  were  informed,  that  it  wou^d 
be  accepted  the  next  day  at  the 
levee,  to  which  one  of  the  She¬ 
riffs  replied,  that  the  Livery  in 
Common-Hall  had  refolved  that 
their  addrefs  fhould  not  be  pre¬ 
fented,  unlefs  it  was  received  on 
the  throne,  the  King  immediately 
ut  an  end  to  farther  application 
y  the  following  words  :  I  arh 

“  ever  ready  to  receive  addrefles 
“  and  petitions  ;  but  I  am  the 
judge  where. 

^  ,  In  confeqiience  of  this 

J  ^  )  4^  *  failure  witb  refpedl  to 
the  petition',  another  Common- 
Hall  was  held  in  a  few  days,  when 
the  proceedings  of  the  Sheriffs, 
and  the  King^s  anfwer,  being  re¬ 
ported  to  them,  the  latter  was  or¬ 


dered  to  be  entered  in  the  city 
books ;  after  which  they  refolved. 
That  the  King  is  bound  to  hear  the 
petitions  of  his  people,  it  being 
the  undoubted  right  of  the  fubjeft 
to  be  heard,  and  not  a  matter  of 
grace  and  favour.— -That  the  late 
anfwer  was  a  dired  denial  of  the 
right  of  that  court  to  have  their 
petitions  heard,— That  fuch  de¬ 
nial  renders  the  right  of  petition¬ 
ing  the  throne,  recognized  and  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  Revolution,  of  no 
efted. — -And  that  the  advifer,  di- 
redly,  or  indiredly,  of  the  refufal, 
was  equally  an  enemy  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  fecurity  of  the  King, 
and  to  the  peace  and  liberties  of 
the  people. 

They  then  ordered  that  their 
remonftrance,  which  wasrefufed  to 
be  heard  on  the  throne,  fhould  be 
printed  in  the  'public  papers,  and 
figned  by  the  Town  Clerk;  that 
the  Sheriffs,  attended  by  the  Re¬ 
membrancer,  fhould  wait  on  the 
King,  and  deliver,  in  their  name, 
into  his  hand,  a  fair  copy  of  their 
refolutions,  both  on  Midfummer- 
day,  and  the  prefent,  figned  by 
the  Town  Clerk ;  and  that  they 
fhould  be  alfo  printed  in  the  public 
papers. — The  refolutions  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  prefented,  and  received 
without  any  anfwer. 

The  Common^Hall  then  paffed 
an  inftrudlion  to  their  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament,  diredling  that 
they  fhould  move  immediately  at 
the  next  meeting,  for  an  humble 
addrefs  from  the  Commons  to  his 
Majefty,  requefting  to  know  who 
were  the  advifers  of  thofe  fatal 
meafures,  which  had  planted 
popery  and  arbitrary  power  in 
America,  and  had  plunged  us  into 
a  moft  unnatural  civil  war,  to  the 
fabverfion  of  the  fundamental  prin- 

ciplei 
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cjples  of  Englifh  liberty,  the  ruin 
of  our  moft  valuable  commerce, 
and  the  deltruftion  of  his  Majefly’s 
fubjefls;  alfo  to  know  who  were 
the  advifers  of  the  prefent  meafure 
of  refuling  petitions ;  and  then  to 
move  for  an  impeachment  of  the 
authors  and  advisers  of  all  thofe 
meafures,  that  by  bringing  them 
to  public  jullice'j  evil  counfellors 
might  be  removed  from  before  the 
King,  his  throne  eftablifhed,  the 
rights  of  the  people  vindicated, 
and  the  whole  empire  relfored  to 
the  enjoyment  of  peace,  liberty, 
and  fafety. 

Notwithftanding  this  heat  of  re- 
fentment  in  the  Common-Hall, 
which,  with  the  refufal  on  the 
other  fide,  feemed  to  cut  off  all 
communication,  in  the  way  of  pe¬ 
tition,  between  the  city  and  the 
throne,  a  very  moderate  and  tem¬ 
perate  application  of  that  nature, 
under  the  title  of  an  hum¬ 
ble  Addrefs  and  Petition, 
was,  within  a  few  days  after, 
moved  for,  and  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority,  after  conhderable  debate, 
in  the  body  corporate,  conlifting 
in  the  court  of  Lord-Mayor,  Al¬ 
dermen,  and  Common  Council. 
In  this  petition,  they  deplored  the 
grievous  dillradfions  in  America, 
lamented  thofe  meafures  whofe  de- 
flruflive  principles  had  driven  their 
brethren  there  to  a6ts  of  defpera- 
tion,  and  ftroiigly  afferted  their 
loyalty  and  alFeftion,  notwith- 
llanding  thofe  ads,  juftifying  their 
condud  upon  that  love  of  liberty 
which  aduates  all  the  members  of 
the  empire;  they  applied  to  the 
humanity  of  the  Sovereign  to  heal 
the  roiferies  of  his  people  ;  hoped 
that  the  former  condud  of  the 
Americans,  their  free  gifts  and 
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ready  fervice,  in  both  of  which 
they  fprung  far  beyond,  not  only 
demand,  but  expedation,  would 
procure  a  liberal  and  favourably 
conftrudion  of  their  prefent  ac¬ 
tions,  and  plead  powerfully  for 
granting  them  every  reafonable 
opportunity  of  giving  as  freemen, 
what  they  feemed  refolutely  deter¬ 
mined  to  refufe,  under  the  injunc¬ 
tion  of  laws  made  independent  of 
their  own  confent.  They  con-r 
eluded  with  the  moft  pathetic  fup- 
plications,  that  the  prefent  opera¬ 
tions  of  force  might  be  fufpended; 
and  that  the  Americans,  uncon- 
trouled  by  a  reftraint  incompatible 
with  a  free  government,  might 
poftefs  an  opportunity  of  tendering 
fuch  terms  of  accommodation,  as 
they  did  not  doubt,  would  approve 
them  worthy  of  a  diftinguifhed 
rank  among  the  firmeft  friends  of 
this  country. 

This  petition  was  received  upon 
the  throne,  and  his  Majefty  faid  in 
anfwer.  That  he  was  always  ready 
to  liften  to  the  dutiful  petitions  of 
his  fubjefls,  and  ever  happy  to 
comply  with  their  reafonable  re- 
quefts;  but  while  the  conftitutional 
authority  of  this  kingdom  was 
openly  refifted  by  a  part  of  his  Ame¬ 
rican  fubjedls,  he  owed  it  to  the  reft 
of  his  people,  of  whofe  zeal  and  fi¬ 
delity,  he  had  fuch  conftant  proofs, 
to  continue  and  enforce,  thofe  mea¬ 
fures  by  which  alone  their  rights 
and  interefts  could  be  afterted  and 
maintained. 

Previous  to  thefe  city  tranfac- 
tions,  a  letter  was  received  from, 
the  Committee  of  New-York,  ad- 
drefted  to  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Common-Council,  con¬ 
taining,  together  with  a  copy  of 
their  alTociation,  a  recital  of  molt 
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cf  thofe  grievances  and  complaints, 
which  we  have  fo  often  been  un¬ 
der  a  neceffity  of  repeating.  In 
this  piece  they  rejefted,  and  com¬ 
mented  with  feverity  upon,  the 
terms  included  in  the  minider^s 
conciliatory  propofition;  they  de¬ 
clared  the  willingnefs  of  the  colo¬ 
nies,  in  the  ancient  form  of  requi- 
Jition,  and  upon  fuitable  emer¬ 
gencies,  to  contribute  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  empire  ;  but  they  mud 
contribute  of  their  voluntary  gift 
as  Englifhmen ;  they  tefiihed  their 
fidelity  and  inviolable  loyalty, 
with  their  affeflion  to  this  coun¬ 
try;  dated  the  great  danger  atpre- 
fent,  of  further  irritation  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  colonies  ;  declared  the 
unanimity  of  their  citizens  in  de¬ 
fending  their  rights  at  all  rifques ; 
and  trud  in  the  mod  vigorous  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  city  of  London,  to¬ 
wards  reiioring  union,  mutual  con- 
ddence,  and  peace  to  the  whole 
empire. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham,  whofe 
military  genius  had  led  him  when 
a  youth  into  the  army,  and  had 
lince  prompted  him  to  ripen  theory 
into  experience  wherever  real  fer- 
vice  was  to  be  found,  by  afling  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  war  between  the 
Ruffians  and  Turks,  had  fince  his 
return,  as  a  peer  in  parliament, 
uniformly  oppofed  the  whole  fyf- 
tem  of  meafures  purfued  againd 
the  Americans,  and  finding,  at 
length,  that  the  regiment  in  which 
he  ferved  was  intended  for  the 
American  fervice,  thought  it  in- 
confident  with  his  charader,  and 
unbecoming  of  his  dignity,  to  en¬ 
force  meafures  with  his  fword, 
which  he  had  fo  utterly  condemned 
in  his  legidative  capacity.  He 
accordingly  wrote  a  letter  of  refig- 


nation  to  the  Secretary  at  war,  in 
which  having  declared  the  chear«' 
fulnefs  with  which  he  would  facri- 
fice  life  and  fortune  in  fupport  of 
the  fafety,  honour,  and  dignity, 
of  his  Majedy’s  crown  and  perfon, 
he  obferved,  that  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  which  had  infpired  him  with 
thefe  unalterable  fentiments  of  duty 
and  affedion  to  the  King,  would 
not  fuffer  him  to  be  indruniental 
in  depriving  any  part  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  of  thofe  liberties,  which  form 
the  bed  fecurity  for  thek*  fidelity 
and  obedience  to  his  government. 
Ke  expreffed  the  deeped  regret, 
and  greated  mortification,  at  be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  quit  a  profeffion 
which  had  been  that  of  his  ancef- 
tors  for  many  ages,  to  the  dudy 
and  pradice  of  which  from  child¬ 
hood  his  pad  life  had  been  applied, 
and  his  future  intentionally  dedi¬ 
cated  ;  and  that  as  he  waved  the 
advantage  which  the  cuftom  of  the 
fervice  entitled  him  to,  the  right 
of  felling  what  he  had  bought,  he 
intreated,  that  he  might  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  retain  his  rank  in  the 
army,  that  whenever  the  envy  or 
ambition  of  foreign  powers  diould 
require  it,  he  might  be  enabled  to 
ferve  his  Majedy  and  his  country 
in  that  way,  in  which  of  all  others 
he  thought  himfelf  bed  calculated 
to  do  it  with  effied. 

This  nobleman’s  refignation,  or 
rather  the  caufe  from  which  it  pro¬ 
ceeded,  gave  great  offence,  and 
the  requedof  retaining  his  rank  in. 
the  army,  we  believe,  was  not 
complied  with.  Some  officers  had 
not  fhewn  the  fatisfadion  in  going 
upon  that  fervice,  which  they 
would  have  done  upon  any  other. 
A  few,  indeed,  who  could  not 
conquer  their  repugnance  to  it  had 

quitted® 
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quitted.  But  the  majority  thought, 
that  where  the  fuperior  authorities 
of  King  and  parliannent  had  de¬ 
cided,  it  was  no  part  of  their  mi¬ 
litary  duty  to  enquire  into  the  juf- 
tice  or  policy  of  the  quarrel. 

This  condudf,  however,  ren¬ 
dered  that  nobleman  extremely  po¬ 
pular  among  thofe  who  held  fimi- 
lar  opinions  in  regard  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  rneafures,  and  who  liill  com- 
pofed  a  numerous  body  in  England 
and  Ireland.  This  foon  appeared 
in  the  city,  where  among  the  re- 
fblutions  palled  in  the  Common- 
Hall,  on  Midfummer-Day,  and 
which  were  afterwards  prefented 
to  the  King,  public  thanks  were 
ordered  to  be  given  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Effingham, 
for  having,  confidently  with  the 
principles  of  a  true  EngliOiraan, 
refufed  to  draw  that  fword,  which 
has  been  employed  to  the  honour 
of  his  country,  againft  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  his  fellow-fubjeds 
in  America.”  And  foon  after,  a 
limilar  addrefs  of  thanks,  but  in 
dill  fuller  terms,  was  prefented  to 
him  from  the  Guild  of  Merchants 
in  Dublin. 

This  lad  body,  who  in  Dublin 
form  a  corporation,  prefented  alfo 
an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  feveral 
Peers,  who,  (as  they  fay)  in 
fupport  of  our  conditution,  and  in 
oppofition  to  a  weak  and  wicked 
adminidration,  proteded  againft 
the  American  Redraining  Bills.” 
This  addrefs  to  the  Proteding 
Lords,  (to  which  was  affixed  the 
corporation  feal)  was  fent  to  each 
feparately,  and  a  feparate  anfwer 
accordingly  given,  all  of  which 
appeared  at  that  time  in  the  public 
papers. 

'X’he  Sheriffs  and  Commons  of 
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the  city  of  Dublin,  had  for  fome 
time  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
concurrence  of  the  Lord-Mayor 
and  board  of  Aldermen,  in  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  the  throne,  againd  the 
rneafures  purfued  with  refpeft  to 
the  colonies;  but  were  anfwered 
by  the  latter,  upon  their  fird  ap¬ 
plication,  that  the  matter  was  of 
the  higheft  importance ^  and  there¬ 
fore  inexpedient.  Upon  a  fubfe- 
quent  occalion,  however,  they  feem 
to  have  concurred  in  the  meafure, 
as  a  committee  of  fix  Aldermen, 
with  as  many  Commoners,  and  the 
Recorder,  were  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  petition  and  addrefs ;  this 
talk,  after  feveral  weeks  prepara¬ 
tion  or  delay,  being  at  length  ac- 
complidied,  the  petition  was  ar- 
reded  in  its  further  progrefs,  by  a 
negative  from  the  Lord-Mayor  and 
Aldermen. 

Upon  this  difappoint-  .  ^ 

ment,  the  Sheriffs  and  ^  * 

Commons  prefaced  the'two  follow¬ 
ing  refolutions  by  a  declaration, 
that  Anxious  to  preferve  our 
reputations,  from  the  odium  that 
mud  remain  to  all  poderity  on  the 
names  of  thofe,  who  in  any  wife 
promote  the  adfs  now  carrying  oa 
in  America,  and  feeling  the  mod 
poignant  grief,  as  well  on  account 
of  the  injured  inhabitants  of  that 
continent,  as  on  that  of  our  brave 
countrymen,  fent  on  the  unnatural 
errand  of  killing  their  fellovv-fub- 
je6ls,  have  refoived.  That  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
exert  his  utmod  abilities  to  allay 
the  unhappy  difputes  that  at  pre- 
fent  didurb  the  Britifh  empire^-— 
That  whoever  would  refufe  his 
confent  to  a  dutiful  petition  to  the 
King,  tending  to  undeceive  hisN 
Majedy,  and  from  which  it  could 

be 
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be  hoped  that  the  effufion  of  one 
drop  of  fubje^l  blood  might  be  pre¬ 
vented,  is  not  a  friend  to  the  Bri- 
tifli  Conftitution.”— “SuQh  was  at 
prefent  the  ftate  of  political  opinion 
among  the  merchants,  and  the 
principal  proteftant  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Dublin. 

The  inability  of  purchaling,  and 
providing  for,  Negroes,  which  the 
prefen t  difputes  had  occahoned  in 
our  Weft-India  Iflands,  together 
with  the  lofs  of  the  American  mar¬ 
ket  for  flaves,  and  the  impedi¬ 
ments  caufed  by  the  proclamations 
of  council  againft  the  exportation 
©f  arras  and  ammunition,  had,  all 
together,  nearly  extinguilhed  our 
African  trade.  This  lofs  was 
more  particularly  felt  in  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  which  had  polTeffed 
a  much  greater  part  of  that  com¬ 
merce  than  any  other  in  the  king¬ 
dom.  As  the  Guinea  Ihips  now 
arrived,  they  were  laid  up,  in  an 
uncertainty  of  their  future  dirpofi- 
tion,  whim  their  crews  looked  in 
vain  for  other  employment.  As 
other  branches  of  commerce  were 
alfo  flackened  in  a  great  degree, 
and  that  the  crews  of  the  Green¬ 
land  ihips,  upon  their  return  in 
July  and  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
were  as  ufual  difcharged,  the 
number  of  feamen  out  of  employ  in 
that  town  became  very  great,  and 
according  to  fome  accounts  amount- 
«d  to  about  3000. 

In  thisfituation,  thefiamen  com¬ 
plained  that  an  attempt  was  made 
by  the  merchants  to  lower  their 
wages,  in  confequence  of  whicli 
a  violent  commotion  was  excited 
among  them,  in  which  they  cut 
the  rigging  of  fome  (hips  to  pieces, 
alTaulted  (om^  houfes,  and  com¬ 
mitted  other  violences.  They, 
i^owever,  difperfed  again,  aiid  all 


became  quiet;  but  the  feizing  a 
number  of  them,  and  fending  them 
to  prifon,  re-kindled  the  flam© 
with  greater  violence,  fo  that  with¬ 
out  any  extraordinary  bias  upon 
the  common  courfe  of  things  in 
fuch  circumftances,  it  might  well 
have  ended  in  the  deftruftion  of 
that  flourilhing  town.  The  fai- 
lors  immediately  affembled,  pro¬ 
cured  not  only  fire-arms,  but  can¬ 
non,  and  were  proceeding  to  the 
deflrudlion  of  the  prifon,  when  its 
fafety  was  purchafed  by  the  en¬ 
largement  of  their  companions. 
But  their  rage  was  by  this  time  too 
high,  and  they  were  too  much  in¬ 
flamed  by  liquor,  to  be  appeafed 
by  reafonable  conceflions.  They 
not  only  proceeded  to  deftroy  the 
houfes  of  obnoxious  perfons,  but 
they  at  length  marched  in  a  body 
to  dei;nolifh  the  Exchange.  This 
danger  was  forefeen,  or  probably 
announced  by  themfelves,  a  confi- 
derable  time  before  the  attempt,  fo 
that  the  Exchange  was  fliut  up, 
barricaded,  and  well  garrifoned 
by  the  merchants  and  townfmen. 
They,  however,  made  feveral  con- 
fufed  attacks,  which  continued 
through  the  courfe  of  .  , 

a  nigL,  and  part  of 
the  enfuing  morning;  during 
which,  through  their  drunkennefs 
and  diforder,  they  laid  themfelves 
fo  open  to  the  fire  of  the  defend¬ 
ants,  (who  were  themfelves  fafe 
under  cover)  that  feveral  of  them 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The 
arrival  of  a  detachment  of  light- 
horfe,  at  length  put  an  end  to 
the  diforder.  It  was  then  appre¬ 
hended,  that  this  would  prove  only 
a  prelude  jco  other  diforders.  But 
the  affair  was  accidental;  and  fuf- 
fi(;ient  employment  for  the  fean\eit 
was  fqon  found  in  the  Icing’s  fervice. 
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About  this  time,  Mr.  Penn,  late 
Governor,  and  one  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  Penfylvania,  arrived  from 
thence,  with  a  petition  from  the 
General  Congrefs  to  the  King, 
which  he  prefented  through  the 
hands  of  Lord  Dartmouth.  Du¬ 
ring  the  Ihort  time  that  the  fate  of 
this  petition  hung  in  fufpence,  the 
moft  fanguine  hopes  were  formed, 
by  thofe  who  were  earneft  for  peace, 
or  friends  to  America,  that  it 
would  have  led  to  a  happy  reconci¬ 
liation  ;  more  efpecially,  as  it  had 
already  tranfpired,  that  it  con¬ 
tained  profeffions  of  the  greateft 
loyalty,  and  was  couched  in  the 
mofl:  moderate  and  humble  terms. 
But  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
thefe  hopes,  was  the  greatnefs  of 
the  difappointment  of  thofe  who 
eagerly  wifhed  for  fo  delirable  an 
event,  when  they  found  that  Mr. 
Penn  was  informed  by  the  Ameri- 
can  miniller,  that  no  anfwer  would 
be  given  to  the  petition.  The 
Americans  had  alfo  laid  great 
ftrefs  upon  the  fuccefs  of  this  final 
application,  and  are  faid  to  have 
relaxed  their  operations  confidera- 
bly  upon  that  idea,  until  they  heard 
the  event. 

The  petition,  which  was  fub- 
fcribed  by  all  the  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  teemed  with  expreffions 
of  duty,  refpedl,  and  loyalty,  to 
the  King,  and  of  affe£lion  to  the 
i  parent  date.  They  attribute  all 
I  the  differences  and  misfortunes 
I  which  have  hitherto  taken  place, 

I  to  a  pernicious  fydem  of  govern- 
I  ment,  adopted  at  the  clofe  of  the 
late  war,  and  to  the  evil  defigns 
and  conduft  of  minillers  fince  that 
time.  They  declare  in  one  part. 
That  they  not  only  mod  ardently 
defire,  that  the  former  harmony 


between  the  mother  country  and 
the  colonies  may  be  reftored,  but 
that  a  concord  may  be  eftablifhed 
between  them  upon  fo  firm  a  bafis, 
as  to  perpetuate  its  bleffings,  un¬ 
interrupted  by  any  future  diffen- 
tions,  to  fucceeding  generations  in 
both  countries.  And  in  another. 
That  notwithdanding  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  his  Majedy’s  loyal  coio- 
nids,  during  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  controverfy,  their  breads  re¬ 
tain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the 
kingdom  from  which  they  derive 
their  origin,  to  requed  fuch  a  con¬ 
ciliation,  as  might  in  any  manner 
he  inco7iJtjient  ^ith  her  dignity  or 
her  nvelfare.  That,  thefe,  related 
as  they  are  to  her,  honour  and 
duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce 
them  to  fupport  and  advance;  and 
the  apprehenfions  that  now  op- 
preffed  their  hearts  with  unfpeak- 
able  grief,  being  once  removed, 
his  Majedy  will  find  his  faithful 
fubjeds  on  that  continent,  ready 
a-nd  willing,  at  all  times,  as  they 
have  ever  been,  with  their  li^jes 
and  fortune Sf  to  ajfert  and  maintain 
the  rights  and  inter ejis  of  his  Ma~ 
jefyy  and  of  their  7nother  cou7itry  ^ 

It  may  perhaps  hereafter  be  a 
matter  of  doubt,  when  the  war 
and  its  confequences  are  much  bet¬ 
ter  remembered,  than  the  circum- 
dances  that  preceded,  or  thecaufes- 
that  led  to  it,  whether  it  was  pof- 
fible  that  fuch  fentiments  could 
really  prevail  with  either  of  the 
parties,  at  the  time  that  fo  unna¬ 
tural,  and  fo  unhappy  a  conted 
took  place  between  them*  The 
particular  drift  and  defign  of  this 
petition,  didinft  from  its  great  and 
general  objeft  of  a  redoration  of 
harmony  and  peace,  will  be  un- 
derdood  by  their  owu  words  in  the 
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following  paffage— With  all  hu¬ 
mility  fubmitting  to  your-  Ma- 
jelly’s  wife  confideration,  whether 
it  may  not  be  expedient,  for  faci¬ 
litating  thefe  important  purpofes, 
that  your  Majelly  be  pleafed  to 
direft  fome  mode  by  which  the 
united  applications  of  your  faith¬ 
ful  colonids  to  the  throne,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  their  common-councils, 
may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and 
permanent  reconciliation ;  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  meafures  be 
taken  for  preventing  the  further 
dellruflion  of  the  lives  of  your 
Majehy’s  fubjefts,  and  that  fuch 
ilatutes  as  more  immediately  dif- 
trefs  any  of  your  Majehy’s  colo- 
iiies  be  repealed.” 

Whatever  the  inward  intentions 
of  the  parties  were,  the  language 
was  conciliatory,  and  the  requell 
not  immoderate.  Thofe  who  fa¬ 
voured  the  plan  of  pacifying  by 
conceffion,  loudly  clamoured  at  the 
anfwer  of  Lord  Dartmouth,  as 
calculated  to  drive  the  colonies  to. 
the  lall  extremities  of  indepen¬ 
dence  and  foreign  connedion ; 
for  this  reception,  they  faid,  of  fo 
dutiful  and  decent  an  addrefs, 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  a  renun¬ 
ciation  of  their  allegiance.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  the 
minillry  took  it  in  a  dilferent 
point  of  view.  The  petition,  they 
allowed,  had  a  decent  appearance. 
But  did  they  formally  admit  the 
rights  of  parliament  ?  Were  they 
not  Hill  in  arms?  and  in  that  fitua- 
tion  could  their  lincerity  be  relied 
on  ?  They  faid,  that  they  only 
wanted  to  gain  time  by  a  negocia- 
tion,  until  they  had  formed  their 
government,  and  eftablifned  their 
ilrength  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would 
render  all  future  efforts  for  their 
lo 
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reduction  ineffeflual.  We  had  al¬ 
ready  gone  far  in  the  expences  of 
a  war ;  we  fliould  not  now  flop 
fhort;  but  reap  the  benefits  to  go¬ 
vernment,  w'hich  always  arife  from 
unfuccefsful  rebellion.  And  be- 
fides  thofe  great  objefts  of  punilh* 
ing  the  obnoxious,  and  providing 
for  our  friends,  to  rivet,  without 
leaving  room  for  a  future  contell, 
that  unconditional  fubmiffion  upon 
the  Americans,  which  no  treaty  or 
negociation  could  ever  obtain. 
While  on  the  contrary,  if  amica¬ 
ble  terms  were  now  entered  into, 
all  our  expence  and  preparation 
would  be  thrown  away  ;  we  muft 
fhrink  from  the  propofais  we  had 
made  to  foreign  Princes  for  hiring 
their  troops,  which  would  degrade 
us  in  their  eyes,  as  our  tamenefs 
in  putting  up  with  the  infolence  of 
our  own  people,  would  in  thofe  of 
all  Europe;  and  all  the  buflle  we 
had  made  would  pafs  ever,  with¬ 
out  having  imprefled  the  colonies 
with  a  fenfe  of  our  dignity,  or 
with  the  terror  of  our  power,  Be- 
fides,  the  nation  was  prepared  by 
the  language  of  war  for  the  event, 
and  it  was  not  certain  that  vigor¬ 
ous  meafures,  if  it  ftcuid  be  found 
neceffary  to  refume  them,  would 
be  fo  well  received  as  they  were  in 
the  prefent  temper  of  the  nation, 
whofe  favourable  difpolition  was 
to  be  carefully  cultivated,  and  eny- 
pioyed  in  the  critical  moment. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  addreffes 
were  poured  in  from  different 
quarters,  fome  in  violent,  others 
in  more  temperate  language,  but 
all  condemning  the  condudl  of  the 
Americans,  approving  of  all  the 
afls  of  government,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral,  recommending  a  perfeverance 
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jn  the  fame  ftrong  meafures,  until 
the  colonies  were  reduced  to  a  tho¬ 
rough  obedience,  and  brought  to 
a  full  fenfe  both  of  their  errors 
and  duty.  In  feveral  of  thefe, 
very  intemperate  reflexions  were 
paired  upon  thofe  gentlemen  who 
had  oppofed  admiqiflration  in  the 
prefent  American  meafures,  who 
were  reprefentcd  as  faclious  and 
dcfperate  men,  and  ftigmatized  as 
being  not  only  encouragers,  but 
in  a  great  degree  the  authors  of 
the  American  rebellion.  This  ex¬ 
ceedingly  inflamed  the  leaders  of 
the  minority  againlt  the  procurers 
of  thofe  addrefles  ;  and  only  ferved 
to  irritate  the  fpirit  of  oppofltion 
againfl:  the  miniflers  and  meafures 
which  the  addrefles  were  intended 
to  fupport. 

As  all  the  ancient  diflinXions 
between  Whig  and  Tory,  had  of 
late  been  unhappily  revived,  they 
now  appeared  in  full  vigour ;  and 
as  Manchefler  took  the  lead  in  ad- 
drelTes,  it  was  faid,  with  great 
acrimony,  that  they  were  the  legi¬ 
timate  offspring  only  of  Tory 
towns,  though  they  fprung  up  ac- 
jcidentally  from  the  Tory  party  in 
others ;  while  all  the  odium  of  en- 
:  couraging  civil  war,  devaftation, 
i  and  bloodlhed,  with  the  atrocious 
delign  of  mifleading  government, 

;  by  giving  it  partial  and  falfe  ideas 
of  the  dilpofltion  of  the  nation  in 
general,  was  attempted  to  be 
thrown  upon  them.  It  was  faid, 
that  diilrattion  at  home,  and  dif- 
honour  abroad,  were  the  cenflant 
elfeftof  the  predominance  of  l  ory 
councils.  Thefe  reproaches  were 
laughed  at  on  th6  other  flde,  who, 
flrong  in  the  fanXion  of  authority, 
turned  the  tables  upon  the  Whigs, 
and  charged  them  not  only  with  a 
cuufelefs  oppofltion,  but  with  dif- 
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affeXion  to  government.  The 
writers  who  more  openly  attacked 
the  Whigs,  as  fuch,  and  by  that 
name,  declared,  that  they  were 
the  perpetual  enemies  to  govern¬ 
ment.  That  if  they  appeared  to 
fupport  it  for  a  time,  it  was  only 
becaufe  they  had  renderved  it  fub- 
fervient  to  their  fadion ;  but  that 
whenever  it  was  put  upon  an  in¬ 
dependent  and  refpedable  bottom, 
their  eternal  animofity  againfl  it 
could  not  be  concealed.  At  this 
time  the  preachers,  after  a  long 
intermiffion,  entered  into  politics. 
Some  of  thofe  diftinguiflied  by  the 
name  of  Methodifls,  began  to  re¬ 
vive  the  dodrine  of  palTive  obe¬ 
dience,  nearly  as  it  had  been  af- 
ferted  in  the  lafl  century.  By  de¬ 
grees  this  mode  of  preaching  went 
higher.  On  the  other  hand,  fome 
clergymen,  efpecially  of  the  Dif- 
fenters,  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  liber¬ 
ty.  with  great  fervour. 

Thofe  who  wilhed  to  be  conii- 
dered  as  Whigs,  divided  amongii 
themfelves.  They  who  flood  with 
the  court,  reproached  the  oppofi- 
tion  with  having  abandoned  their 
principles.  That  true  W  higs  were 
the  Itrongeft  fupporters,  not  the 
mean  betrayers,  of  the  rights  of 
parliament.  That  formerly  Whigs 
oppofed  the  crown,  when  it  fet  up 
prerogative  in  oppofltion  to  parlia¬ 
ment'^  but  modern  corrupt  and  de¬ 
generated  whiggifm,  malicioufly 
and  unconflitiuionally  oppofed  the 
crown,  becaufe  it  aded  in  concur¬ 
rence  with  parliament,  and  in  fup¬ 
port  of  its  inherent  rights.  That 
thofe  whom  the  oppolition  called 
Tories  (at  a  time  when  all  toryifm 
was  loft  in  general  loyalty,  and 
love  of  law  and  liberty)  were  much 
more  truly  deferving  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Whigs,  than  they  who  now, 

proflituted 
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proftituted  its  name,  and  difgraced 
its  principles,  by  abetting  an  in- 
folent  and  flavilh  rebellion,  againft 
the  foie  guardian  of  freedom  and 
Older. 

The  other  party  retorted  thefe 
charges  with  fcorn.  They  faid, 
that  their  adverfaries  the  Court 
Whigs,  were  fo  fohd  of  their  new 
allies  the  Tories,  that  they  had 
perfectly  gleaned  their  opinions 
and  language.  They  denied  To- 
ryifm  to  exift,  only  becaufe  they 
had  become  Tories  themfelves. 
They  afTerted  that  Whigifm  did 
not  conlift  in  the  fupport  of  the 
pcnver  of  parliament,  of  of  any 
other  ponxjer  \  but  of  the  rights  of 
the  people.  That  as  long  as  par¬ 
liament  protedled  thofe  rights,  fo 
long  parliament  was  facred.  But 
if  parliament  (hould  become  an  in- 
flrument  in  invading  them,  it  was 
no  better  in  any  refpeft,  and  much 
worfe  in  fohie,  than  any  other  in- 
flrument  of  arbitrary  power.  That 
the  ancient  Whigs,  like  the  mo¬ 
dern,  contented  for  things,  not 
names.  That  the  Tories  are  like- 
wife  now,  as  well  as  formerly,  true 
^to  their  principles.  They  never 
quarrelled  with  a  parliament  of 
their  own  party  ;  that  is,  a  parlia¬ 
ment  fubfervient  to  the  crown,  ar¬ 
bitrary,  intolerant,  and  an  enemy 
to  the  freedom  of  mankind.  That 
if  parliaments  deftroy  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjeft  in  America,  they 
are  overturning  its  principle  every 
where.  They  faid,  that  to  be 
burthened  by  parliament  is  not  law 
and  liberty,  as  the  Tories  in  the 
xnalk  of  Whigs  have  the  effrontery 
toaffert;  but  to  have  the  public 
exigencies  judged  of,  and  its  con¬ 
tributions  affefTed,  by  a  parliament 
or  fome  other  affembly  (the  name 
is  immaterial)  of  its  own  choice 


this  is  I  aw  and  liberty;  and  no¬ 
thing  elfe  is  fo.  Such  are  whig 
principles ;  becaufe  if  they  were 
different,  the  whig  principles  could 
not  form  a  fcheme  of  liberty;  but 
would  be  juft  as  flavifh  as  any  that 
were  ever  imputed  to  the  abetters 
of  the  rankeft  defpotifm. 

In  this  manner,  the  controver- 

fies  dividing  and  fubdividing  the 

nation,  the  public  became  fome- 

what  lefs  languid  towards  the 

meeting  of  parliament.  Petitions 

met  the  addrelfes  from  various  parts 

of  the  l^ingdom  ;  and  it  was  for 

fome  time  doubtful  which  wav  the 
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fcale  would  incline.  From  the  ci* 
ties  of  London  and  Briftol  very 
long  reprefentations  were  pre- 
fented,  dwelling  chiefly  on  the 
inefficacy  of  all  the  late  coercive 
and  reftridlive  meafures ;  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  were  inevitable  to  our 
own  trade  from  the  deftrudtion  of 
the  American;  the  advantage 
which  our  rival  neighbours  would 
derive  from  our  divifions.  The 
danger  and  fhame  of  employing 
foreign  mercenaries  to  decide  our 
domeftic  differences  ;  and  the  im¬ 
proper  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
war  by  burning  of  towns,  favage 
invaflons,  and  infurredlions  of  ne¬ 
groes.  They  ftate  in  proof  of  the 
difpofition  of  America  to  reconci¬ 
liation,  the  large  remittances  fhe 
had  made,  the  large  debts  fhe  had 
voluntarily  paid  ;  and  particularly 
the  fupply  of  corn  from  thence, 
after  all  export  trade  from  Eng¬ 
land  had  ceafed :  by  which  means 
the  miferies  of  adtual  famine  in 
this  country  had  been  prevented* 
On  the  whole,  they  implore  the 
termination  of  fo  unfortunate  a 
difpute  by  pacific  methods,  and  by 
accommodation,  rather  than  by- 
arms. 


The 
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The  Newfoundland  fifhery  in 
the  prefent  year,  did  not  in  any 
degree  anfwer  the  expetlations 
which  were  held  out  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  feflion,  of  the  eafe  with  which 
the  great  American  (hare  of  it  was 
immediately  transferrable  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
iignal  advantages  which  they 
would  from  thence  derive;  For 
though  there  was  probably  fome 
fmall  increafe  of  (hips  and  men 
both  from  England  and  Ireland 
employed  in  the  filhery,  they  were 
not  in  any  manner  equal  to  fup- 
plying  the  deficiency  which  the 
late  law  had  occafioned,  even  fup- 
pofing  that  no  new  obftacles  were 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  that  all 
other  matters  had  continued  in 
their  ufual  ftate.  But  the  retalia¬ 
tion,  which  was  praftifed  by  the 
Americans,  of  cutting  off  our 
lifheries  from  all  provilions  and  fup- 
plies  from  the  colonies^  (a  meafure 
which,  however  fimple  and  obvi¬ 
ous,  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
apprehended  till  it  was  felt)  threw 
the  whole  buhnefs  upon  the  banks 
and  coads  of  Newfoundland  into 
the  greateft  diforder  and  confufion, 
and  brought  diftrefs  upon  all  who 
were  employed  by  fea  or  land.  To 
prevent  the  dill  more  dreadful 
confequences  of  famine,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  (hips,  inftead  of  being 
loaded  with  fi(h,  were  neceffarily 
fent  off  light,  to  procure  flour  and 
provifions  wherever  they  were  to 
be  found.  Upon  the  whole,  it  was 
computed,  that  to  the  value  of  a 
full  half  million  fterling:  was  left 

^  O 

in  the  bowels  of  the  deep,  and  for 
ever  loft  to  mankind,  by  the  firft 
operation  of  the  Fifhery  Bill. 

Thofe  who  were  averfe  to  the 
American  meafurcs,  confidered  the 
calamities  which  fell  on  theBritilh 
VoL.  XIX. 
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fifhery  as  a  fort  of  judgment  from 
heaven,  againfl;  thofe  who  made 
laws  to  depfive  mankiud  of  the 
behefits  of  nature.  To  the  fame 
caufe  they  were  ready  to  attribute 
a  dreadful'  tempeft,  the  fury  of 
which  was  chiefly  difcharged  on 
the  fhores  of  Newfoundland.  This 
aw'ful  wreck  of  nature,  was  as  (in- 
gulal*  in  its  circumftances,  as  fatal 
in  its  effects.  The  fea  is  faid  tO 
have  riferi  thirty  feet  almoft  in- 
flantaneoufly.  Above  feven  hun¬ 
dred  boats  with  their  people  pe- 
rifhed,  and  feveral  fhips  with  their 
crews.  Nor  was  the  mifehief 
much  lefs  on  the  land,  the  waves 
overpafTing  all  mounds,  and  fw'eep- 
ing  every  thing  before  them-  The 
fhores  prelented  a  fhocking  fpefta- 
cle  for  fome  time  after,  and  the 
fifhing  nets  were  hauled  up  loaded 
with  human  bodies. 

Thefe  circumflances,  togethet 
with  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  lafl  cam- 
paign>  and  the  difiiculty  of  re¬ 
cruiting  at  home,  feemed  for  a 
while  to  caft  fome  damp  upon  the 
fpirit^  which  had  been  raifed  and 
kept  alive  wdth  fo  much  induflry 
for  carrying  cn  the  American  war^ 
But  the  court  was  not  difeouraged. 
Through  all  obflacles  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  direftly  to  their  objeft. 
They  opened  feveral  negociations 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fupply  the  deficiency  at 
home.  The  obtaining  of  fuch  an 
aid,  was  upon  this  occafion  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  difliculty.  The  vaftnefs  of 
the  diftance,  and  the  adventuring 
to  a  new  world,  were  terrifying, 
and  rendered  the  profpeft  of  re¬ 
turn  doubtful.  Germany  is  now 
the  only  country  in  Europe  which 
is  an  open  market  for  that  fort  of 
traffic.  But  the  fending  of  its 
people  to  fuch  a  diitafice,  being 
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liable  to  be  conftrued  as  contrary 
to  the  conllitutions  of  the  empire, 
might  chance  to  be  refented,  not 
only  by  the  head  of  that  body,  but 
perhaps  by  one  of  its  members. 
And  if  the  opinions,  or  likings,  of 
men  who  were  conflrained  to  aft 
merely  as  machines,  were  matters 
at  all  to  be  confidered,  the  idea  of 
fuch  a  voyage,  to  an  inland  people 
who  fcarcely  knew  the  fea  by  re¬ 
port,  mull  have  been  dreadful  and 
odious  in  the  highefl  degree. 

In  thefe  dilHculties,'  a  negocia- 
tion  is  faid  to  have  been  entered 
into  with  the  court  of  Peterfburg 
for  20,000  Ruffians.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  this  treaty  was  at  one 
time  in  confideiable  forwardnefs.. 
But  the  extreme  didance  of  the 
fervice,  the  difficulty  of  recal,  the 
little  probability  that  many  of 
them  would  ever  return,  and, 
above  all,  the  critical  date  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  throughout  Europe,  and 
particularly  in  the  North,  after 
the  mod  fanguine  hopes,,  prevent¬ 
ed  its  fuccefs.  A  long  negoeia- 
tion  was  alfo  carried  on  at  the 
Hague,  for  the  Scotch  brigade, 
which  has  been  for  many  years  in 
the  Dutch  fervice,  and  always  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  recruited  from  Scot¬ 
land.  No  doubt  was  entertained 
for  a  time  of  fuccefs  in  this  treaty, 
and  it  caufed  great  debates  in  the 
Affembly  of  the  States-General, 
where  the  dmilarity  between  the 
prefent  druggies  of  the  Americans, 
and  their  own  original  efforts 
again d  oppreffion,  were  defcribed 
by  fome  of  the  dates  in  warm  co¬ 
lours,  and  the  impropriety  of  a 
republic,  which  had  herfelf  pur- 
chafed  freedom  at  fo  dear  a  price, 
and  by  fo  long  and  arduous  a  drug¬ 
gie,  interfering  in  any  manner,  in 
depriving  others  of  their  liberties. 


was  placed  in  the  dronged  point 
of  view,  until  at  length  the  propo- 
fal  was  rejefted.  In  Holland,  the 
Englidi  party  is  alw'ays  exceeding¬ 
ly  powerful.  But  on  this  occafion, 
thofe  who  were  the  mod  warmly 
affefted  to  the  intered  of  this  na¬ 
tion,  were  faid  to  have  been 
againd  the  meafure  of  fending  the 
troops.  They  declared  loudly 
againd  a  war  which  tended  to  drive 
America  to  the  protection  of 
France,  as  ruinous  to  the  welfare 
both  of  England  and  of  Holland  5 
and  thought  it  better  by  withhold¬ 
ing  the  means  of  it,  to  compel 
the  Britidi  minidry  to  pacific 
courfes.  The  city  of  Rotterdam, 
and  feme  other  towns,  were  an. 
exception  to  this  general  fentiment.- 
In  the  former,  the  merchants  of 
North-Britain  have  had  a  long 
edabliftrment  and  great  power,  and 
the  opinions  prevalent  in  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  mud  have 
great  weight  in  tliat  commercial- 
city.  It  is  not  a  pleafing  circura- 
dance,  though  perhaps  of  no  con- 
feqae.nce,  that  in  all  the  countries 
of  Europe,  in  which  public  affairs 
are  a  fubjeft  either  of  writing  or 
converfation,  the  general  voice  has 
been  rather  in  favour  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans.  Even  Yoltaire  and  Rouf- 
feau,  who  never  agreed  in  any 
thing  elfe,,  are  faid  to  hold  the 
fame  opinion  upon  that  fubjeft. 

Difappointed  in  Ruffia  and  in 
Holland,  we  were  thrown  back 
upon  Germany,  as  our  only  re- 
fource  for  foreign  troops.  A  fuc- 
cefsful  negcciation  was  according¬ 
ly  opened  with  the  Princes  of  Heffe 
and  Brunfwick,  and  fome  fmalles 
dates,  by  which  we  at  length  con¬ 
tracted  for  large  bodies  of  men,, 
the  particulars  of  which  we  diall 
fee  in  their  due  place.  In  the 

mean- 
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fhean  time,  the  King  thought  it 
iieceiTary  to  fend  five  battalions  of 
his  ele6loral  troops,  to  replace  the 
like  number  ofEnglifii,  in  the  in- 
portant  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  thereby  to  increafe  the 
force  in  America  with  the  addition 
of  the  latter. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
feafon,  government  went  to  a  valt 
expence,  in  fending  out  provifions 
and  necelTaries  of  all  forts,  for  the 
fupply  and  relief  of  the  army  in 
Bolton.  As  the  want  of  frelh  pro¬ 
vifions  of  every  fort  was  one  of 
their  principal  grievances,  and  had 
caufed  much  ficknefs  amongft 
them,  the  remedy  of  that  evil  was 
an  objedl  of  principal  confidera- 
tion.  For  this  purpofe,  much  cat¬ 
tle  of  all  kinds  were  contradled  for 
and  Ihipped  for  America.  It  is 
faid,  that  no  lefs  than  5000  oxen, 
140CO  of  the  larged:  and  fattefl: 
Iheep,  with  a  vad:  number  of  hogs, 
were  purchafed  and  fent  out  alive. 
Vegetables  of  all  kinds  were  alfo 
bought  up  in  incredible  quantities, 
and  new  arts  were  employed  in 
curing  them.  Ten  thoufand  butts 
of  ftrong  beer  were  fupplied  by 
two  brewers. 

Five  thoufand  chaldron  of  coals 
were  purchafed  in  the  river,  and 
Ihipped  oif  for  Bofton  ;  even  the 
article  of  faggots  was  fent  from 
London.  The  feemingly  trifling 
necefiaries  of  vegetables,  cafiis, 
and  vinegar,  amount,  in  two  di- 
ftindt  articles,  where  they  are  de¬ 
tached  from  the  general  compre- 
henfion  of  other  provifions,  to  near 
220C0I.  And  though  we  had  but  a 
fingle  regiment  of  light  cavalry  at 
Bolton,  the  articles  of  hay,  oats, 
and  beans,  amounted  to  nearly  as 
much.  The  immenfe  charge  of 
fuppiying  an  army  at  fuch  a  dif- 


tance,  was  now  for  the  firfl  time 
experimentally  felt.  Befides  the 
expence  of  tlicfe  articles  we  have 
mentioned,  and  the  charge  of 
flour,  corn,  and  filted  provifions, 
near  half  a  million  of  money 
was  expended  in  the  purchale 
of  coined  Spanifh  and  Portugal 
fpecie,  and  tranfmitted,  for  the 
extraordinary  and  contingent  arti¬ 
cles  in  various  btanches  of  military 
operations,  which  were  confined 
nearly  to  a  fingle  town.  The  ex¬ 
pence  fwelled  in  every  thing. 
From  the  multitude  of  tranfports 
employed  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  fervice,  the  price  of  tonnage 
was  raifed  one-fourth  above  its 
ufual  rate.  As  the  contradls  were 
very  lucrative,  the  connexions  of 
thofe  who  had  interefi:  to  obtain 
them  extenfive,  and  the  number  of 
perfons  who  found  employment  or 
benefit  by  the  different  fervices  in¬ 
finite,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  fuch  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
ftances,  formed  a  numerous  and 
zealous  party  in  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment  ^  and  tha^  they  fhould  ear- 
neftly  wifh  for  the  continuance  of  a 
war, by  which  they  profited  fo  much. 

It  did  not  feem  an  ill-founded 
expeXation,  that  thefe  liberal  fup- 
plies,  befides  refloring  health  and 
fpirits  to  our  forces,  would  have 
filenced  the  general  clamour  that 
had  been  raifed,  and  removed  the 
too  jufl;  complaints  that  had  been 
made  by  the  army,  of  the  bad  and 
unwholefome  quality  of  the  provi¬ 
fions  with  which  they  had  been 
lately  furnifned.  Things,  how¬ 
ever,  turned  out  very  untowardly 
in  this  refpeX.  Whether  it  was 
that  the  orders  were  not  ififued  in. 
time,  or  that  delays  occurred  in 
the  execution,  which  could  neither 
h.ave  been  foreifeen  or  prevented  ; 
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however  it  was,  the  tranfports  were 
not  ready  to  proceed  on  'their 
voyage,  until  the  year  was  -fo  far 
advanced  as  to  render  it  nearly  im- 
pradticable.  By  this  means  they 
were  detained  upon  our  own  coafts 
by  contrary  winds,  or  tolled  about 
by  tempefts,  until  the  greater  part 
of  their  live  cargoes  of  hogs  and 
Iheep,  particularly  the  latter,  pe- 
rilhed,  fo  that  the  channel  was 
every  where  hrewed  with  the  float¬ 
ing  carcafes  of  thefe  animals,  as 
they  were  driven  about  by  the 
winds  and  tides.  A  great  part  of 
the  vegetables,  over  fermented  and 
perifhed. 

Nor  was  the  condition  of  the 
tranfports  mended  when  they  got 
clear  of  our  own  coafls.  They 
were  peculiarly  unfortunate  as  to 
winds  and  weather  in  the  mid  feas, 
and  as  they  approached  to  the 
place  of  their  deftination,  the 
American  periodical  winds  were 
fet  in,  which  blew  full  in  their 
teeth,  and  drove  them  off  from  the 
coafts.  Thus  feveral  of  them  were 
blownoft'totheW  eft-Indian  illands, 
where  they  arrived  in  great  di- 
flrefs;  others  that  got  entangled 
with  the  American  coafts,  were 
either  taken,  or  feized  in  thofe 
harbours  and  creeks  where  they 
put  in  for  flielter.  The  few  that 
arrived  at  B often,  liad  beat  the 
feas  from  three  to  four  months, 
and  being  nearly  wrecks,  their 
cargoes  fuftered  accordingly,  A 
very  inconfiderable  portion  of  the 
refreftiment  procured  at  fo  vaft  an 
expence,  and  that  too  in  a  mifera- 
ble  condition,  arrived  at  the  place 
of  its  deftination. 

As  the  compaliion  and  humanitv 
of  this  country  are  always  awake 
to  the  wretched,  and  particularly 
to  thofe  who  are  fufferers  in  the 


caufe  of  the  public,  a  fubferip-^ 
tion  was  opened  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  year,  for  the  relief  cf 
the  foldiers  at  Bolton,  and  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  thofe  that 
were  flain.  This  fcheme  was  molt 
liberally  fupported,  and  feveral 
thoufand  pounds  were  fubferibed 
in  a  little  time.  A  great  number, 
however,  withheld  their  benevo-* 
lence  from  this  purpofe  upon  prin¬ 
ciple,  who  could  not  have  been, 
fufpefted  of  doing  it  upon  any 
other  account.  Thofe  who  confi- 
dered  the  meafures  now  purfuing, 
as  unjuft  and  oppreflive  to  Ame-^ 
rica,  and  ruinous  to  their  country, 
thought  they  fhould  participate  in 
the  guilt  of  thofe  crimes,  and  ren¬ 
der  themfelves  anfwerable  for  the 
mifehiefs  which  they  foreboded,  if 
they  gave  encouragment,  much 
lefs  granted  rewards,  to  thofe  who 
were  the  immediate  aclors  in  car¬ 
rying  them  into  execution.  Many 
alfo  thought,  that  fueh  contribu¬ 
tions  were  degrading  to  the  fer- 
vice ;  but  that  it  was  ftill  more 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  a 
great  nation,  to  admit  that  any 
of  its  fervants,  much  lels  thofe 
who  were  fighting  its  battles, 
Ihould  be  conlidered  as  objedis  of 
public  charity.  Others  thought  it 
abfurd  to  add  to  the  vaft  mafs  of 
expences  already  incurred  by  the 
public,  and  which,  if  they  had 
been  well  applied,  were,  as  they 
faid,  more  than  fufficient  to  have 
provided  the  greateft  comfort  and 
abundance  to  the  foldiery.  Some 
Ihips  which  arrived  from  Bolton, 
and  exhibited  the  fpedtacle  of 
maimed  and  wounded  foldiers, 
with  the  wives  and  children  of 
thofe  that  were  flain,  all  of  whom 
were  in.the  moft  extreme  degree  cf 
mifery  and  wretchednefs,  did  net 

iail 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


fell  to  quicken  the  humanity  of 
fuch  as  were  not  atluated  by  the 
motives  we  have  mentioned.  This 
fubfcription  was,  however,  confi- 
dered  as  a  kind  of  political  touch- 
flone,  and  the  degree  of  attach¬ 
ment  to  government,  was  fuppofed 
to  be  meafured  by  the  extent  of  the 
bountv. 

By  thefe  and  other  means,  the 
fpirit  in  favour  of  the  American 
war  was  kept  up.  To  difeounte- 
nance  the  ilrong  oppofition,  which 
it  was  thought  would  be  made,  to¬ 
wards  the  opening  of  the  fellion, 
the  minds  of  men  were  filled  with 
rumours  of  confpiracies  and  trea- 
fonable  correfpondence  with  the 
rebels  in  America.  The  moft 
dillinguifhed  noblemen  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  minority  were  di- 
reflly  pointed  at.  They  were 
charged  wi.h  having  been  the 
incendiaries,  who  by  their  dark 
and  wicked  practices  had  kindled 
up  the  war.  This  language  found¬ 
ed  in  many  of  the  addrefles.  But 
the  news-papers  were  indullrioully 
filled  with  it.  There  it  was  daily 
and  confidently  afferted,  that  a 
very  great  number  of  letters  from 
the  moft  confiderable  Peers  and 
members  of  parliament  had  been 
intercepted,  and  were  actually  in 
the  hands  of  government.  Thefe 
they  afferted  would  be  laid  before 
the  Grand  Council  .of  the  nation, 
when  the  Tower  would  be  fpeedily 
filled  with  perfons  of  rank,  and  a 
full  harvell  of  impeachments  and 
punilhments  fucceed.  This  was 
carried  fo  far,  that  it  was  faid  a 
number  of  the  members  of  both 
houfes,  who  were  deferibed  and 
underftood,  would  not  venture  to 
attend  their  duty  in  parliament  at 
the  meeting. 

buch  reports,  if  not  perfedlly 
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well  founded,  are  cautioufly  to  be 
encouraged  or  permitted,  as  cer¬ 
tain  inevitable  confequences  muft 
neceffarily  follow,  which  may  be 
productive  of  much  mifehiei-  and 
danger.  For  when  the  minds 
of  any  people  have  been  long 
brooding  over  fuch  fubjeCls,  trea- 
fons,  plots,  and  confpiracies,  will 
haunt  the  bleeping  and  waking 
dreams  of  the  weak,  and  exercife 
the  profligate  and  wicked  inge¬ 
nuity  of  thofe,  who  make  ufe  of 
the  public  fear  and  credulity  in 
framing  accufations.  They  may 
ferve  even  to  fuggeft  fchemes, 
which  overvvife  mip^ht  not  be 

O 

thought  of,  to  men  of  an  enthufl- 
altic  turn  and  daring  character. 

At  the  opening  of  the  fefflon, 
the  report  of  aconfpiracy  of  a  mod 
extraordinary  nature,  at  firft  alarm¬ 
ed  the  public  fears,  though  it  af¬ 
terwards  became  a  fubjeCt  of  lefs 
ferious  difeuflion.  It  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  Gazette,  that  a 
Mr.  Sayre,  an  American  bern,  and 
then  a  banker  in  London,  was  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Secretary  of  St  ^te  to 
the  Tower,  for  high  treafon.  At 
firft,  people  connected  this  account 
with  the  former  reports  ;  and  it 
was  univerfally  fuppofed,  that  the 
treafon  of  Mr.  Sayre,  conflfted  in 
remitting  money,  and  conveying 
intelligence  from  parties  here  to 
the  infurgentsin  America.  When 
the  real  ftory  came  to  be  known, 
it  could  be  fcarcely  believed,  that 
the  offence  with  which  he  ftood 
charged,  was  nothing  of  this  fort. 
The  crime  for  which  he  was  com¬ 
mitted,  was  a  deflgn  of  feizing 
the  perfon  of  his  Majefly,  at  noon¬ 
day,  in  his  paffage  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  ;  of  conveying  him  a  pri- 
foner  to  the  Tower,  afterwards 
out  of  the  kingdom,  and  over- 
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turning  the  whole  fprm  of  govern¬ 
ment.  The  meanSj  indeed,  feem- 
ed  very  inadequate  to  the  greatnefs 
of  the  end.  An  inconiiderable  fum 
of  money  was  to  be  difpofed  qf  in 
bribing  a  few  Serjeants  of  the 
guards,  who  were  alfo  to  lay  out  a 
part  of  it  in  bribing  their  men, 
and  this  handful,  in  the  faces  of 
the  great  majority  of  their  fellov/s 
who  were  not  bribed,  were  to  ef- 
feft  the  double  and  arduous  work 
of  feizing  the  King’s  perfOn  and 
the  tower  at  the  fame  time.  No¬ 
thing  feemed  prepared  for  a  pur- 
pofe  of  this  kind ;  nothing  to 
overcome  the  military  power  which 
would  alTemble  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ;  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  other  obvious  impediments. 

It  was  faid  in  juftilication  of  the 
commitment  on  fuch  ejrtjaordinary 
matter,  that  though  there  was  but 
one  witnefs  to  this  charge,  his 
teiiimony  was  pofitive.  That  the 
folly  of  a  wicked  attempt,  did  not 
prove  that  no  fuch  attempt  could  be 
made.  That  as  the  information 
was  officially  laid  before  the  Earl 
of  Rochford,  (who  was  then  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  the  fouthern 
department)  whatever  degree  of 
credit  It  obtained  in  his  private 
opinion,  he  was  obliged  officially, 
as  the  King’s  perfon  was  at  all 
mentioned,  and  any  danger  to  it 
implied,  to  prevent  the  poffibility 
of  fuch  an  attempt.  It  mull  be 
admitted,  that  this  j unification, 
fuppcfing  the  procefs  unexception¬ 
able,  feems  perfe6tly  good  in  law  ; 
but  whether  it  is  equally  fo  in 
point  of  policy  and  difcretion, 
may  be  doubted,  it  might  have 
been  as  advifable,  to  have  exa¬ 
mined  into  the  nature  of  the  tranf- 
adion,  and  how  far  it  might  be 


fupported  by  further  evidence,  be^ 
fore  fo  public  and  decided  a  ftep 
was  taken. 

In  whatever  manner  the  difcre¬ 
tion  of  this  proceeding  may  be 
thought  of,  it  is  certain,  that  Mr, 
Sayre  was  taken  in 
nis  houle,  and  his  pa-  ■' 

pers  feized,  when  being  examined 
before  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
confronted  with  his  accufer,  bail 
wa3  refufed  for  his  appearance, 
and  he  was  committed  to  clofe 
confinement  in  the  Tower. 

The  report  of  this  tranfadion 
fievv  like  wild-fire  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  for  a  while  con¬ 
firmed  al!  the  rumours  that  had 
been  already  fpread  of  treafonable 
ads  and  defigns  ;  whilft  anxiety 
for  the  fafety  of  the  King’s  perfon, 
and  the  indignation  and  horror 
excited  by  fp  atrocious  a  defign, 
abforbed  all  other  confiderations 
with  refped  to  public  affairs. 

In  the  mean  tirrm,  the  order 
with  refped  to  Mr.  Sayre’s 
confinement,  was  fo  ftridly  com¬ 
plied  with,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty;^  and  by  particular  applica¬ 
tion,  his  wife  w'as  permitted  to  fee 
him,  while  all  his  other  friends 
were  refufed  that  liberty.  His 
confinement,  however,  lafted  only 
for  five  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  an  Habeas  Corpus  being 
granted  for  his  appearance  before 
the  Lord  Chief  Jullice  of  the 
King’s  Bench,  the  matter  appear¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  light  to  that  noble 
Lord,  that  he  not  only  readily  ad¬ 
mitted  him  to  bail,  but  received 
his  own  fecurity  in  the  trifling  fum 
of  500I.  and  that  of  two  fureties 
in  as  much,  for  his  appearance  to 
anfvvcr  for  the  charge.  No  profe- 
cution  was  attempted,  and  the  bail 
*  being 
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being  dlfcharged,  he  fued  Lord  thoufand  pounds  damages,  liable, 
Rochford  for  illegal  imprifonment,  however,  to  the  future  determina- 
for  wiiicli  a  jury  granted  him  a  tion  on  a  qucftion  of  laWv 
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speech  from  the  throne,  Addrefs,  Motion  for  an  amendment .  Great  de-^ 
bates.  Amendment  rcjedled,  and  the  original  addrefs  pajfed  by  a  great 
majority.  Debates  renewed  upon  recei’ving  the  report.  Motion  for  re^ 
commitment y  njoithdranun.  Motion  for  a  nen.v  amendment y  j'ulfijtuted  in 
its  place.  Amendment  rejedledy  after  long  debates y  and  the  original  ad’- 
drej's  puffed.  Motion  for  an  amendfnent  to  the  addrej's  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  Great  debates.  Original  addrefs  pajfed.  Protef,  ^ 


SUCH  was  In  general  the  flate 

of  public  airairs  in  England 

and  America,  previous  to  and 

about  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 

r\CL  /r.u  parliament.  In  the 
Get.  26th,  fir  .u 

ipeech  from  the  throne, 

after  accounting:  for 
this  early  meeting  by  the  fituation 
of  America,  heavy  complaints  were 
made  of  the  mifreprefentations  of 
the  leaders  of  fedition  In  the  colo¬ 
nies,  w'ho  having  firfl  infufed  into 
the  minds  of  the  people,  a  fyftem 
of  opinions  repugnant  to  their  true 
conftitutional  fubordination,  had 
at  length  commenced  hoftilities, 
and  ufurped  the  whole  powers  of 
government.  His  Majefty  then 
entered  into  the  difference  of  the 
views  of  thofe  leaders,  and  of 
thofe  of  the  crown  and  parliament, 
from  whence  the  former  derived 
their  prefent  advantages.  The 
view  of  the  latter  was  rather  to  un¬ 
deceive,  than  punifh.  Therefore 
only  fmall  forces  were  fent,  and 
propofitions  of  a  conciliatory  na¬ 
ture  accompanied  the  meafures 
taken  to  enforce  authority.  The 
former,  whilil  they  endeavoured 
to  delude  with  fpecious  profeffions, 
had  in  view  nothing  but  the  efta- 
blifhing  of  an  independent  empire. 
That  the  confequences  of  the  fuc- 


cefs  of  each  plan  were  too  obvious. 
The  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  nation  was 
too  high,  and  its  refources  too  nu¬ 
merous,  to  fuifer  her  tamely  to 
lofe  what  had  been  acquired  with 
fo  great  toil,  nurfed  with  great 
tendernefs,  and  protetled  at  much 
expence  of  blood  and  treafure. 
That  vvifdom,  and  in  the  end  cle¬ 
mency,  required  a  full  exertion  of 
thefe  refources.  That  the  navy 
had  been  increafed,  and  the  land 
forces  greatly  augmented.  Foreign 
fuccours  (though  no  treaty  v\as 
then  concluded)  were  held  out. 
The  difpofition  of  the  Hanover 
troops  in  Mahon  and  Gibraltar 
was  fpecified-  in  the  end,  an  af* 
furance  of  the  royal  mercy  was 
given,  as  foon  as  the  deluded  mul¬ 
titude  fhould  become  fenfible  of 
their  error,  and  to  prevent  the  in¬ 
conveniences  which  might  arife 
from  the  great  dihance  of  their  fi¬ 
tuation,  and  to  remove  as  foon  as 
poffible  the  calamities  which  they 
f'uffer,  authority  would  be  given 
to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot, 
to  grant  general  or  particular  par¬ 
dons  and  indemnities  ;  in  fuch 
manner,  and  to  luch  perfons,  as 
they  fhould  think  fit,  and  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  fubmiffion  of  any  pro¬ 
vince  or  colony  which  fhould  bo 
[Z)]  4  difpoied 
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difpofed  to  return  to  its  allegiance. 
It  was  alfo  obferved,  that  it  might 
be  proper  to  authorife  foch  com» 
miffioners,  to  reftore  any  province 
or  colony,  ^returning  to  its  alle¬ 
giance,  to  the  free  exercife  of  its 
trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the 
fame  proteflion  and  fecurity  as  if 
it  had  never  revolted. 

At  the  conclufion  they  were  in¬ 
formed,  that  from  affurances  re¬ 
ceived,  as  well  as  from  the  general 
appearances  of  affairs  in  Europe, 
there  was  no  apparent  probability 
that  the  meafures  which  they  might 
adopt,  would  be  interrupted  by 
difputes  with  any  foreign  power. 

The  addreffes  in  anfwer  to  this 
fpeech,  which,  as  ufual,  were  an 
adoption  of  the  whole,  with  no 
other  alteration  in  the  terms,  but 
what  was  neceffary  to  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  fituation  of  the  makers, 
produced  fimilar  effefts  with  thofe 
pf  the  preceding  feffion  ;  long  and 
earneft  debates  in  both  houfes,  and 
a  proted  in  one.  The  refemblance 
was  not  lefs  perfeft  in  the  fuperior 
force  by  which  they  were  carried 
through. 

The  minority  were  little  dif¬ 
pofed  to  give  way  to  thefe  ad- 

dreftes  in  the  form  in  which  thev 

✓ 

were  brought  in.  An  amendment 
,  to  the  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Comrnons  was  moved  for  by^Lord 
John  Cavendifh,  propofing  to  leave 
out  the  whole,  except  the  intro- 
dudory  paragraph,  and  to  fubfti- 
tuce  in  the  place  a  declaration. 

That  they  beheld,  with  the  ut- 
moll  concern,  the  diforders  and 
difcontents  in  the  colonies,  rather 
increafed  than  diminifhed  by  the 
means  that  had  been  ufed  to  fup- 
prefs  and  allay  them  ;  a  circum- 
itance  alone  fufficient  to  give  them 
juft  jeafon  to  fear^  that  thofe  means 


were  not  originally  well  con fidered, 
or  properly  adapted  to  their  ends. 
That,  they  were  fatisfied  by  ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  misfortune  had, 
in  a  great  meafure,  arifen  from  the 
want  of  full  and  perfeft  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  true  ftate  and  condition 
of  the  colonies  being  laid  before 
parliament ;  by  reafon  of  which, 
meafures  injurious  and  inefficacious 
had  been  carried  into  execution, 
from  whence  no  falutary  end  could 
have  been  reafonably  expected ; 
tending  to  tarnifh  the  luftre  of  the 
Britilh  arms,  to  bring  difcredit  on 
the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty^s  coun¬ 
cils  ;  and  to  nourifh,  without  hope 
of  end,  a  moft  unhappy  civil  war. 
That,  deeply  impreifed  with 
the  melancholy  ftate  oEpublic  con¬ 
cerns,  they  would,  in  the  fulleft: 
information  they  could  obtain,  and 
with  the  moft  mature  deliberation 
they  could  employ,  review  the 
whole  of  the  late  proceedings, 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  difco- 
ver,  as  they  will  be  moft  willing  to 
apply,  the  moft  effectual  means  of 
reftoring  order  to  the  diftradled  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Britifh  empire,  confi¬ 
dence  to  his  Majefty’s  government, 
obedience,  by  a  prudent  and  tem¬ 
perate  ufe  of  its  powers,  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  parliament,  and  fatis- 
faction  and  happinefs  to  all  his 
people.  That,  by  thefe  means, 
they  truft  to  avoid  any  occafion  of 
having  reccurfe  to  the  alarming 
and  dangerous  expedient,  of  call¬ 
ing  in  foreign  forces  to  the  fupport 
of  his  Majefty’s  authority  within 
his  own  dominions,  and  the  ftill 
more  dreadful  calamity,  of  ffied- 
ding  Britifh  blood  by  Britifh  arms,’* 
This  motion  brought  on  a  feries 
of  long  and  moft  interefting  de¬ 
bates,  which  were  conduced  with 
the  utmoft  eagernefs,  and  uncea- 

iing 


/ 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


fing  energy  on  both  fides,  and  in¬ 
termixed  with  much  acrimony  and 
bitternels.  In  this  conteft  the 
fpeech  was  taken  to  pieces,  and 
every  part  of  it  moft  feverely  fcru- 
tinized.  The  minifters  were 
charged  with  having  brought  their 
fovereign  into  the  moft  difgraceful 
and  unhappy  fituation  of  any  mo¬ 
narch  now  living.  Their  conduct 
had  already  wrefted  the  fceptre  of 
America  out  of  his  hands.  One 
half  of  the  empire  was  loft,  and 
the  other  thrown  into  a  ftate  of 
anarchy  andconfufion.  After  ha¬ 
ving  fpread  corruption  like  a  de¬ 
luge  through  the  land,  until  all 
public  virtue  was  loft,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  inebriated  with  vice  and 
profligacy,  they  were  then  taught, 
in  the  paroxyfms  of  their  infatua¬ 
tion  and  madnefs,  to  cry  out  for 
havoc  and  war.  Hiftory  could  not 
fhew  an  inftance,  of  fuch  an  em¬ 
pire  ruined  in  fuch  a  manner. 
They  had  loft  a  greater  extent  of 
dominion  in  the  flrft  campaign  of 
a  ruinous  civil  war,  which  was  in¬ 
tentionally  produced  by  their  own 
ads,  than  the  moft  celebrated  con¬ 
querors  had  ever  acquired  in  fo 
fhort  a  fpace  of  time. 

I’he  fpeech  was  faid  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  a  mixture  of  alTumed  and 
falfe  facts,  with  fome  general  un¬ 
defined  and  undifpuced  axioms, 
which  nobody  would  attempt  to 
controvert.  Of  the  former,  that 
of  charging  the  colonies  with  aim¬ 
ing  at  independence,  was  feverely 
reprehended,  as  being  totally  un¬ 
founded,  being  diredly  contrary 
to  the  whole  tenor  of  their  condud, 
to  their  moft  exprefs  declarations 
both  by  word  and  by  writing,  and 
to  what  every  perfon  of  any  intel¬ 
ligence  knew  of  their  geneaal  tem¬ 
per  and  difpofition.  But  vyhat 
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they  never  intended,  we  may  drive 
them  to.  They  will  undoubtedly 
prefer  independence  to  ftavery. 
They  will  never  continue  their 
connedion  with  this  country,  un- 
lefs  they  can  be  conneded  with  its 
privileges,  The  continuance  of 
hoftility,  with  ihe  determined  re- 
fufal  of  all  fccurity  for  thefe  privi¬ 
leges,  will  infallibly  bring  on  re¬ 
paration. 

The  charge  of  their  making 
profeftjons  of  duty,  and  propofals 
of  reconciliation,  only  for  the  in- 
fidious  purpofe  of  amufing  and  de¬ 
ceiving,  was  equally  reprobated,’ 
It  was  infilled,  that,  011  the  con¬ 
trary,  thefe  had,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  told  them  honeftly,  openly, 
and  bravely,  without  difguife  or 
refcrve,  and  declared  to  all  the 
world,  that  they  never  would  fub^ 
mit  to  be  arbitrarily  taxed  by  any 
body  of  men  whatfoever,  in  which 
they  were  not  reprefented.  They 
did  not  whifper  behind  the  door, 
ncr  mince  the  matter  ;  they  told 
fairly  what  they  would  do,  and 
have  done,  if  they  were  unhappily- 
urged  to  the  laft  extremity.  And 
that  though  the,mfnifters  alFefted 
not  to  believe  them,  it  was  evident, 
from  the  armament  which  they 
fent  out,  that  they  did  ;  for  how¬ 
ever  incompetent  that  armament 
has  been  to  the  end,  nobody  could 
admit  a  doubt  that  it  was  intended 
to  oppofe  men  in  arms,  and  to 
compel  by  force ;  the  incompetence 
for  its  purpofes  proceeding  merely 
from  that  blind  ignorance,  and 
total  mifconception  of  Americaa 
affairs,  which  had  operated  upon 
the  minifters  in  every  part  of  their 
conduct. 

This  fhameful  accufation,  they 
faid,  was  only  to  cover  that 
wretched  conduct,  and,  ifpoffible, 

to 
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to  bide  or  excufe,  the  difgrace  and 
failure  that  bad  attended  all  their 
meafures.  Was  any  other  part  of 
their  policy  more  commendable^ 
or  more  fuccefsful  ?  Did  the  cruel 
and  fanguinary  laws  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  feffion,  anfwer  any  of  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  pro- 
pofed  ?  Had  they  in  any  degree 
fulfilled  the  triumphant  predic¬ 
tions,  had  they  kept  in  countenance 
the  overbearing  vaunts  of  the  mi- 
nifier?  They  have  now  funk  into 
the  fame  nothingnefs  with  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  that  armed  force  which  was 
to  have  looked  all  America  into 
fubmillion.  The  Americans  have 
faced  the  one,  and  they  defpife 
the  injuftice  and  iniquity  of  the 
others. 

Yet  the  minifiers  cannot  pretend 
that  they  have  entered,  or  been 
led,  blindfolded  into  thefe  de- 
Itrudive  meafures.  They  have 
been  repeatedly  warned,  feffion 
after  feffion,  of  the  danger  in 
which  they  were  involving  them- 
felves,  and  of  the  ruin  into  which 
they  were  plunging  the  nation  ; 
the  confequences  were  fo  truly  fore¬ 
told,  the  predictions  have  been  fo 
cxadlly  verified,  that  they  feem 
now  rather  the  effeCt  of  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  infpiration,  than  of 
reafon  founded  upon  obfervation, 
and  applied  to  the  nature  and  re¬ 
lation  of  things.  Thefe  warnings 
they  received  from  thofe  gentlemen 
in  oppofition,  whom  they  with 
and  endeavour  to  ftigraatize,  as 
operated  upon  only  by  faCtious 
motives,  as  enemies  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  as  framers  of  fediticn 
both  here  and  in  America.  Thefe 
are  the  Caffandra’s,  who  foretold 
the  defliruCtion  which  the  minifters 
were  bringing  upon  their  country, 
and  who,  becaufe  they  forefaw  the 


danger,  are  unworthily  to  be 
blackened  with  the  imputation  of 
having  produced  the  evils  which 
they  foretold. 

But  the  minifters,  they  faid,  had 
other  fources  of  information,  and 
which,  in  fpite  of  reafon  and  ex¬ 
perience,  they  were  kill  evidently 
determined  to  rely  upon.  Thefe 
were  the  falfe,  partial,  illiberal 
reprefentations,  of  artful,  defign- 
ing,  and  intereded  men,  who  had 
held  public  offices  in  America,  and 
who  wanted  to  increafe  their  own 
influence,  emoluments,  and  au¬ 
thority,  as  well  to  find  the  means 
of  gratifying  their  petty  prejudices 
and  refentments,  by  extending  the 
powers  of  the  crown  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  the  people.  Men  who  be¬ 
came  at  length  fo  foured  by  the 
oppofition  they  met  with,  and  the 
confequent  difappointment  in  all 
their  fchemes,  that  all  their  fenci- 
ments  feem  to  have  been  dictated 
only  by  malice  and  revenge. 

The  difgrace  and  danger  of 
calling  in  foreign  troops  to  fettle 
our  domedic  quarrels,  of  rendering 
them  the  arbiters  in  a  conted  with, 
our  own  people,  were  ftrongly  in- 
fided  upon  by  the  oppofition. 
They  faid,  that  this  new  dignity, 
of  which  we  were  become  of  late  fo 
wonderfully  fond,  was  of  a  very 
peculiar  nature.  That  while  it 
was  fo  irritable  with  refpeCl  to  our 
own  people,  that  the  mention  of 
an  American  right  or  privilege, 
operated  upon  it  in  the  mod  vio¬ 
lent  degree,  it  crouched  in  the 
mod  fuppliant  manner  in  its  com¬ 
merce  with  foreigners.  It  was  not 
difficult  to  bring  examples  from 
hidory,  to  ffiew  the  danger  of 
calling  in  foreigners  in  fuch  cir- 
cumdances. 

The  country  gentlemen  were 
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repeatedly  called  upon  to  fupport 
the  amendment,  and  not  to  give 
their  approbation  to  the  dangerous 
and  fanguinary  measures  propofed 
in  the  fpeech,  until  they  had,  at 
leaft,  conlidered  the  fubjeft,  and 
had  the  necefTary  information  laid 
before  them.  They  were  afked, 
if  they  would  for  ever  continue  to 
run  blindfolded  into  every  de- 
flruftive  meafure  that  was  pro¬ 
pofed,  without  once  helitating  or 
refledltng  upon  the  common  ruin, 
in  which  t^hey  were  involving  them- 
felves  with  the  nation  ?  Would 
they  ftill  follow,  without  exami¬ 
nation  or  enquiry,  thofe  leaders 
who  had  already  deceived  and 
milled  them  in  every  thing,  until 
they  had  brought  us  into  our  pre¬ 
fen  t  moil:  difaltrous  circumllances  ? 
Had  they  yet  had  time  to  confider 
the  difficulties  attending  the  fup- 
porl  of  an  army  of  70,000  men,  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic? 
Had  they  calculated  how  many 
thoufand  tons  of  ffiipping  would 
be  necelTary  for  their  conveyance, 
and  for  their  fupport,  or  what  the 
expence  might  amount  to,  of  Sup¬ 
plying  them  with  frelh  provifions 
from  Smithfield  market,  and  with 
vegetables,  and  all  other  necelTa- 
ries,  from  London  and  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  r  Thefe  were  matters 
of  ferious  confideration.  The  land- 
tax  mud  this  feffion.  be  rifen  to 
four  (hillings,  and  the  moll  San¬ 
guine  imagination  can  Scarcely 
hope  that  it  will  ever  again  be 
lowered,  even  fuppofing  the  moll: 
fortunate  change  of  circumllances. 
7"hus  are  their  ellates  already 
mortgaged  to  one  fifth  of  the  value 
of  their  clear  income  ;  and  if  this 
ruinous  war  is  carried  on  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  is  held  out,  they  might 


expefl  at  its  end  to  find  the  mort¬ 
gage  doubled. 

They  were  taught  to  confider, 
fuppofing,  (which  was  far  from 
being  admitted)  that  we  fhould  be 
fuccel'sful,  how  they  fhould  be  re¬ 
paid  the  enormous  expences  which 
they  mull:  necelTarily  incur  in  profe- 
cuting  the  conflift.  They  were  alk- 
ed,  whether  burnt  towms,  military 
executions,  a  total  fufs  of  tr^de,  a 
change,  or  annihilation  of  pro¬ 
perty,  with  ruined  and  depopu¬ 
lated  orovinces,  Hill  fmoakin^  un- 
der  all  the  calamities  of  a  cruel  ci¬ 
vil  war,  would  be  able  to  repay 
fifty.  Sixty,  or  a  Hill  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  millions  of  money,  which 
would  probably  be  loll  or  expend¬ 
ed  in  the  con  tell.  This  firll  lofs, 
great  as  it  might  be,  was  not, 
however,  the  worll  part  of  the 
confequence.  Thofe  wide  and 
ruined  dominions,  irritated  as  the 
remaining  polTelibrs  ever  mull;  con¬ 
tinue,  with  an  immortal  abhor¬ 
rence  of  our  name  and  nation, 
could  only  be  kept  in  fubjugation, 
by  an  immenfe  Handing  army,  and 
a  very  considerable  naval  force. 
They  demanded  whether  any  gen¬ 
tleman,  the  leaft  informed  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind,  could  once 
imagine,  that  fuch  an  ellablilh- 
ment  w'ould  or  could  be  fupported 
by  Such  a  people.  America,  in  its 
priftine  Hate  of  vigour  and  felicity, 
when  it  gloried  in  the  Englifh 
conftitution,  v/as  icfelf  a  Hving- 
and  unparalleled  proof  of  its  ex¬ 
cellence,  and  pointed  it  out  as  an 
honour  to  human  nature  and  fo- 
ciety,  mull,  even  in  that  ftatc, 
have  funk  beneath  the  burthen. 
How  will  it  be  then  when  Ihe  is 
thus  fallen  and  debilitated,  and 
when  Ihe  confiders  every  man  em¬ 
ployed 
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ployed  in  that  fervice  by  fea  and 
land,  as  rivetting  on  her  chains, 
as  her  fworn  and  implacable 
enemy  ? 

The  fleet  and  army  of  England, 
and  as  (he  has  not  men  fufHcient, 
hods  of  foreign  mercenaries  muft 
be  hired,  and  compofe  her  (land¬ 
ing  peace  eftablifliment.  The 
confequences  of  fo  enormous  an 
additional  power  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  are  too  ob¬ 
vious  to  require  any  comment,  and 
too  melancholy  to  be  dwelt  upon 
with  pleafure.  The  Englifh  con- 
ilitution  will  inevitably  perifh  in 
the  fame  grave,  into  which  our 
pride  and  injuftice  had  a  little  be¬ 
fore  precipitated  the  liberties  of 
America. 

If  fuch  are  the  confequences  of 
the  mod  perfedl  fuccefs  which  the 
jpniniders  can  widi  for,  by  the 
compleat  rcduftion  of  the  colonies, 
they  afeed,  in  what  diuation  (hall 
we  be  if  we  fail  in  the  attempt  ? 
The  mod  violent  advocates  for  war, 
do  not  even  pretend  to  any  cer¬ 
tainty  of  fuccefs.  That  quedion 
is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  pro¬ 
blematical  ;  and  are  the  confe¬ 
quences  in  that  event  to  be  totally 
overlooked  ?  Should  we  unfortu¬ 
nately  be  foiled  and  difgraced  in  a 
ruinous  conted  with  our  own  peo¬ 
ple,  in  a  war  attended  with  cir- 
cumdances  of  expence,  before  un¬ 
heard  of  in  the  hidory  of  mankind, 
and  unfuppo^ed  in  the  calculations 
of  politicians ;  diould  our  fleets  and 
armies  be  waded  and  ruined,  our 
treafures  exhauded,  our  expendi¬ 
ture  and  taxes  increafed,  in  an 
inverfe  proportion  to  our  Ipfs  of 
power,  dominion,  and  commerce, 
whild  a  newly-acquired  debt  was 
overwhelminp'  the  old,  and  our  an- 
cient  friends  and  ft^llow-fubjedls 
were  become  oar  rivals  and  com¬ 


petitors  in  every  thing  that  was 
left,  if  the  polTibility  of  thefe  un¬ 
happy  events  is  admitted,  is  not 
the  prefent  a  proper  time  to  view 
them  in  their  utmod  extent,  and  to 
ufe  every  polTible  means  to  prevent 
their  taking  place  ?  Is  not  the  (i- 
tuation  in  which  fuch  circum- 
dances  would  place  us  with  refpedl 
to  the  red  of  Europe,  an  objedt 
of  conlideration  ? 

Surely  no  fubjedls  were  ever 
difcuflfed  in  any  affembly,  which 
called  more  drongly  for  the 
fulled  and  cleared  information, 
the  mod  mature  deliberation,  and 
for  higher  wifdom  in  determin- 
ing. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  con¬ 
tended  by  oppofltion,  that  either 
adminidration  had  been  mod 
grofsly  impofed  upon  themfelves 
in  every  thing  relative  to  the  colo¬ 
nies,  or  had  intentionally  de¬ 
ceived  and  mifled  parliament,  by 
the  fuppredion  of  true  information, 
and  the  advancement  of  falfe,  in 
order  thereby  to  lead  the  nation 
piecemeal,  and  by  dated  progreffes 
into  a  war,  until  they  were  fo  far 
involved,  that  there  could  not  he 
a  poflibility  of  receding.  From 
thefe  premifes  they  inferred,  that 
whether  our  calamities  proceeded 
from  their  ignorance  and  incapa¬ 
city,  or  from  a  traiterous  defign 
of  impoiition,  in  either  cafe,  they 
were  no  longer  fit  to  be  traded  in 
any  public  ad'airs,  much  lefs  with 
thofe,  which  they  had  already  in¬ 
volved  in  fuch  ruin,  it  being  to¬ 
tally  immaterial  in  this  relpedl, 
what  motives  influenced  their  con- 
du£l,  or  from  what  caufes  their 
faults  proceeded. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  veracity 
of  tfle  fpeech  in  all  its  parts,  was 
warmly  contended  for.  In  parti¬ 
cular,  the  charge  againd  the  Ame¬ 
ricans 
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Hcans  of  feeking  independence, 
was  moft  ftrenuoufly  fupported. 
In  proof,  it  was  afked,  whether 
the  Congrefs  had  not  feized  all  the 
powers  of  government Whether 
they  had  not  raifed  armies,  and 
taken  meafures  for  paying,  cloath- 
ing,  and  fubfilling  them?  Have  they 
not  ilTued  bills  to  a  great  amount 
upon  continental  credit?  Are  they 
not  forming  a, marine  ?  Are  they 
not  waging  war  in  all  its  forms 
again!!:  this  country,  at  the  very 
inftant  that  they  hypocritically  pre¬ 
tend  to  owe  a  conftitutional  obe¬ 
dience  to  her?  Are  thefe  acls  of 
fovereignty  and  independence,  or 
are  they  only  the  dutiful  and  loyal 
applications  of  fubjedls  for  obtain¬ 
ing  a  redrefs  of  grievances  ?  It  was 
infilled,  that  their  words  corre- 
fponded  with  their  aftions ;  that 
in  the  intercepted  letters  and  pa¬ 
pers,  as  well  as  the  public  writings 
and  declarations  of  fev'eral  of  their 
leaders,  they  boaft  of  the  labour 
and  fuccefs  with  which  they  are 
new  modelling  their  government, 
and  talk  of  their  new  empire  as 
already  eftablifhed.  Can  any  one 
after  this  pretend  to  queftion  the 
tendency  of  their  views  ? 

It  was  alked,  what  even  the  lan¬ 
guage  they  held  out  for  the  de¬ 
ception  of  this  country  amounted 
to  ?  The  Congrefs  have  declared 
in  general  terms  that  they  did  not 
aim  at  independency.  But  if  we 
examine  their  particular  claims, 
and  compare  them  with  this  gene¬ 
ral  aflertion,  we  lhall  find,  that 
the  dependence  which  they  would 
acknowledge,  will  virtually  amount 
to  little  more  than  a  nominal  obe¬ 
dience  to  whoever  fits  on  the 
throne,  and  very  nearly  a  renun¬ 
ciation  of  the  jurifdidiori  of  the 
BritiO)  legillature. 


As  to  conciliation,  every  hope 
of  that  fort,  was  faid,  to  be  now 
at  an  end.  Parliament  had  al¬ 
ready  tried  every  experiment  to 
reclaim  the  incorrigible  difpofition 
of  the  Americans,  endeavouring, 
if  poffible,  to  avoid  bringing  mat¬ 
ters  to  the  utmoft  extremity.  But 
what  has  Ihe  gained  by  this  con¬ 
duct  ?  her  lenity,  her  relu£lance 
to  punilh,  was  conllrued  into  vveak- 
nefs  and  fear,  and  the  time  which 
Ihe  facrificed  to  forbearance  and 
moderation,  was  feduloufly  applied 
by  the  Americans  to  preparation 
and  war.  If  the  matter  in  difpute 
were  merely  a  contention  for  a  re¬ 
venue,  it  might  be  prudent  to  fuf- 
pend  that  claim  till  a  more  favou¬ 
rable  feafon;  parliament,  though 
Ihe  could  not  give  up  the  right  of 
taxation,  had  already  obviated  the 
objections  that  were  made  to  the 
exercife  of  it,  by  permitting  the 
Americans  to  tax  therafelves ;  but 
what  return  have  they  made  to  this 
indulgence?  they  have  given  a 
new  proof  of  th6ir  difobedience  and 
contempt;  for  though  they  knew 
any  reafonable  fum  would  be  ac¬ 
cepted,  they  would  not  gratify  this 
country  fo  far  as  to  contribute  a 
fingle  Ihilling  towards  the  common 
exigences  of  the  fiats. 

In  a  word,  it  was  infilled,  that 
the  queftion  was  no  longer  confined 
to  any  particular  exercife  of  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  but 
extended  to  the  very  being  of  the 
fovereignty  itfelf.  That  in  this 
fiate,  an  accommodation  was  im- 
prafticable ;  and  any  advance  to¬ 
wards  it  on  our  fide,  except  in  the 
line  laid  down  in  the  fpeech,  and 
accompanied  with  fuch  a  military 
force  as  would  command  obe¬ 
dience,  would  be  pernicious  as  well 
as  difgraceful.  It  was  acknow-# 

ledg^ed. 
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led<yed,  that  it  were  much  to  be 
wilhed,  that  affairs  were  now  pre- 
cifely  in  the  fame  fituation,  that 
they  had  been  in  the  year  1763  ; 
but  matters  had  taken  fuch  a  turn, 
and  things  were  fo  totally  changed 
fince  that  time,  that  it  was  in  vain 
jiow  to  look  back  ;  and  as  to  a  re* 
peal  of  the  great  body  of  iVmeri- 
can  lavv^s  which  had  been  paffed 
within  that  period,  fuch  a  meafure 
would  be  a  virtual  furrender  of 
America,  to  all  ufeful  or  beneficial 
intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever. 

As  to  any  retrofpe^l  into  th? 
caufes  of  thefe  troubles,  or  the 
manner  in  which  we  had  been 
brought  into  the  prefent  unhappy 
Jituation,  it  was  not  apprehended 
that  fuch  an  enquiry  could,  anfwer 
any  ufeful  purpofe.  The  prefent 
objedl  was  to  remedy,  not  to  in- 
veftigate  the  evil.  It  was  believ¬ 
ed,  that  no  minifiry  fince  the  time 
of  the  damp  ad  had  been  entirely 
free  from  blame  upon  the  fubjecl ; 
that  probably  the  fault  did  not  fo 
much  lie  in  any  particular  mea- 
fures,  as  in  that  variable  and  fluc¬ 
tuating  condud,  which  had  fd  re¬ 
markably  prevailed  with  refped 
to  America ;  that  the  nature  of 
our  government,  however,  had 
rendered  fuch  a  cendud  in  fome 
degree  unavoidable  ;  but  the  great 
weight  of  blame  was  thrown  upon 
thofe,  who  not  fatisfied  with  expreff 
iing  their  difapprobation  of  parti¬ 
cular  meafures,  had  argued  both 
within  and  without  doors,  againfi: 
the  authority  of  the  fuprenie  legi- 
flature  itfeif ;  and  who,  from  an 
excefs  of  zeal  in  fupport  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
colonies  rrnght  be  ruled  with  too 
heavy  a  hand,  feemed  too  much 
to  forget  the  intereft  of  the  mother 
country. 
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As  to  the  expediency  of  adopt¬ 
ing  the  meafures  propofed  in  the 
fpeech,  it  was  faid,  that  it  did  not 
admit  of  a  queflion.  We  were  now 
in  a  fituation,  wrdch  did  not  afford 
a  poffibility  of  receding,  without 
fhame,  ruin,  and  difgrace.  The 
conteft  w’as  empire.  We  mult  ei¬ 
ther  fupport  and  eftablifh  our  fo- 
vereignty,  or  give  up  America  for 
ever.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were 
upon  them.  The  future  fate  of 
the  Britilli  empire,  and  of  ages 
yet  unborn,  would  depend  upon 
their  firmnefs  or  indecinon.  A 
ffrong  pidure  was  drawn,  of  the 
confequences  that  would  attend 
America’s  becoming  an  independ¬ 
ent  empire  I  of  her  interference 
with  us,  in  our  trade,  and  in  our 
deareff  intereds,  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe.  It  was  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  redu6lion  of  Ame¬ 
rica  would  be  attended  with  great 
and  numerous  difficulties.  That 
it  was  a  conteft  of  the  moil:  ferious 
nature  |  and  however  fuccefsful 
we  might  be,  that  the  confequen¬ 
ces  muft  be  feverely  felt  by  the 
nation.  But  however  awful  the 
fttuation,  it  was  the  firft  duty  of 
a  great  national  affembly,  not  to 
defpair  of  the  republic  ;  and  where 
the  interefts  of  a  great  people  were 
at  ftake,  difficulties  muft  be  en¬ 
countered  and  overcome,  not  fub- 
initted  to, 

The  difficulties  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  greater  than  we  had  often 
furmounted.  Let  us  recollecb  the 
ftrength,  the  numerous  refources, 
and  above  all,  the  high  and  invin¬ 
cible  fpirit  of  the  Britifti  nation, 
which,  when  rouzed,  knows  no 
oppoficion,  but  rifes  in  proportion 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  difficulty 
and  danger.  Let  us  recolle(fl  the 
great,  extenfive,  and  fuccefsfal 

wars. 
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ifvars,  which  this  country  carried 
on  before  America  was  known  ; 
or  that  late  period  when  we  de¬ 
fended  this  very  people  from  the 
attacks  of  the  moft  powerful  and 
warlike  nation  in  Europe;  when 
our  armies  gave  law,  and  our  fleets 
rode  triumphant  on  every  coafl. 
Shall  we  then  be  told,  that  this 
people  of  yefterday,  whofe  great- 
nefs  is  the  work  of  our  own  hands, 
canreflftthe  powerful  efforts  of  this 
nation. 

As  to  the  danger  apprehended 
from  foreign  powers,  they  faid, 
that  we  were  never  more  unembar- 
raffed  in  that  refpecl  than  at  pre- 
fent  ;  but  that  however,  it  were 
ridiculous  to  fuppofe,  that  we  were 
to  court  the  approbation,  and  wait 
the  confentof  every  flate  in  Europe, 
before  we  duril  venture  to  quell  or 
to  puniih,  a  commotion  or  rebel¬ 
lion  among  our  own  people.  They 
concluded  thatwar  was  atalltinxcs 
anevdl,  but  in  many  inllances,  as 
in  this,  an  inevitable  one ;  that  in 
fuch  cafes,  regret  or  complaint 
could  anfwer  no  purpofe  ;  we  were 
plunged  in,  and  mull  depend  upon 
our  native  refources  and  bravery  to 
carry  us  through  as  fuccefsfully  as 
they  had  already  fo  often  done  upon 
other  occafions. 

Amongfl:  the  matter  brought 
forth  by  the  replies  to  fome  of  the 
foregoing  pofltions,  the  concilia¬ 
tory  proportion  of  the  preceding 
feffion,  became  of  courfe  a  fubjedt 
of  difcuflion.  The  oppofition  con¬ 
tended,  that  taxation,  as  it  had 
been  originally,  \^as  ftill  the  ob- 
jedf  of  contention  ;  that  it  was  not 
in  any  degree  changed  by  what 
was  falfly  and  ridiculoufly  called 
the  conciliatory  propol\tion  ;  the 
Americans  denied  the  right  and 
refilled  the  power  of  taxation^  as 


unconftitutional ;  an  infidious  pro- 
pofal  is  held  out,  folely  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  temporary  manner  of 
exercifing  that  right  ;  a  propofal 
which,  far  from  giving  it  up,  had 
been  fupported  as  thellrongell  and 
moll  effedluai  exercife  of  it,  and 
which  was  evidently  calculated, 
only  to  produce  diflentions  amongfl 
the  colonies,  without  fatisfadlion 
to  that  country,  or  relief  to  this. 
No  change  is  made  in  the  claim, 
or  in  the  caufe  of  difpute.  They 
rejedt  that  alfo  ;  and  the  queflion 
is  dill  in  its  original  date,  without 
the  lead  change  in  refpedl  to  its 
nature  or  elTence.  They  therefore 
infided,  that  it  was  not  fadl,  that 
theAmericanswhenconditutionally 
called  upon,  had  ever  refudd  to 
contribute  a  jud  proportion  to  the 
defence  of  the  empire. 

The  quedion  of  rebellion  was 
alfo  agitated  ;  and  it  was  afferted, 
that  the  taking  up  of  arms  in  the 
defence  of  jud  rights,  did  not,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britifli 
conditution,come  within  thatcom- 
prehenfion.  It  was  alfo  afferted 
with  great  confidence,  that  not- 
withdanding  the  mifchiefs  the 
Americans  had  fuffered,  and  the 
great  Ioffes  they  had  fudained,  they 
would  dill  readily  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  return  with  the  greated 
good-will  and  emulation  to  their 
duty,  if  candid  and  unequivocal 
meafures  were  taken  for  re-indat¬ 
ing  them  in  their  former  rights. 
But  that  this  mud  be  done  fpeedi- 
ly,  before  the  evils  had  taken  too 
wide  an  extent,  and  the  animofity 
and  irritation  arifing  from  them^^ 
had  gone  beyond  a  certain  pitch. 

The  boaded  lenity  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  much  rallied.  It  was 
afked,  whether  the  Bolton  port  bill, 
by  which,,  without  trial  or  condem. 

nation. 
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nation,  a  niimbef  of  people  were 
ilripped  of  their  commercial  pro¬ 
perty,  and  even  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  their  real  eftates,  was  an 
inftanfce  of  it  ?  Was  it  to  be  found 
in  the  fifliery  bill,  by  which  large 
countries  were  cutoff  from  the  ufe 
of  the  elements,  and  deprived  of 
the  provifion  which  nature  had  al¬ 
lotted  for  their  fuftenance  ?  Or  was 
taking  away  the  charter,  and  all 
the  rights  of  a  people,  without 
trial  or  forfeiture,  the  meafure  of 
lenity  from  which  fuch  applaufe 
was  now  fought  ?  Was  the  indem¬ 
nity  held  out  to  military  power  le¬ 
nity.  Was  it  lenity  to  free  foldiers 
from  a  trial  in  the  country^  where 
the  murders  with  which  they  lliould 
Hand  charged,  when  adling  in  fup- 
port  of  civil  and  revenue  officers, 
were  committed,  and  forcing  their 
accufers  to  come  to  England  at  the 
pleafure  of  a  governor  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  long  and 
warm  debates,  all  the  bid  qiieilions 
on  the  right  of  taxation,  on  vir¬ 
tual  reprefentation,  on  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  parliament,  the  fupremacy 
of  the  iegiflature,  and  on  the  ab- 
folute  neceffity,  that  a  fupreme  and 
uncontroulable  power,  mull  be 
fome where  lodged  in  all  govern, 
ments,  were  again  canvaffed  ;  and 
the  old  ground,  which  "had  been 
fo  often  traced,  was  fo  embellifli- 
ed,  either  by  a  frefhnefs  of  colour¬ 
ing,  or  by  changing  the  pofition, 
or  fituation  of  the  objedls,  as  to 
give  it  in  feveral  parts  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  novelty. 

The  gentleman  who  had  fe- 
conded  the  motion  for  the  addrefs, 
and  who  had  himfelf  been  a  go¬ 
vernor  of  one  of  the  fouthern  co¬ 
lonies,  having  hazarded  fomething 
like  a  propofal,  for  encouraging 
the  negroes  in  that  part  of  Ame- 
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rica  to  rife  againft  their  mailers, 
and  for  fending  fome  regiments  to 
fupport  and  encourage  them,  iis 
carrying  the  defign  into  execution, 
was  mod:  feverely  reprehended  froiri 
the  other  fide,  and  the  fcheme  to¬ 
tally  reprobated,  as  being  too 
black,  hofrid,  and  wicked,  to  be 
heard  of,  much  lefs  adopted  by 
any  civilized  people^ 

Thefe  long  debates  were  put  an 
end  to,  at  about  half  ah  hour  palf 
four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  by  a 
divilion  upon  the  latter  rhotion  ; 
when  the  amendment  was  rejefted 
by  a  majority  of  278,  again  ft  io8* 
The  original  queftion  being  then 
put,  the  motion  for  the  addrefs 
Was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

Though  the  fatiguing  bufinefs 
they  had  gone  through,  and  the 
latenefs  of  their  breaking  up, 
would ‘have  well  excufed  the  re- 
cefs  of  a  day,  the  forms  of  the 
houfe  in  this  ihftance  prevented 
it,  as  they  were  obliged,  that  after¬ 
noon,  to  receive  the  report  upon 
the  addrefs,  from  the  committee. 
This  circumftance  afforded  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  renewing  all  the  pre¬ 
ceding  debates,  and  for  bringing 
up  fuch  fubjeds,  as  had  either 
been  paffed  over,  or  but  llightly 
touched  upon  before. 

To  explain  this  matter  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  cbferve,  that  the  part 
of  the  fpeech  which  mentioned  as 
a  favour  the  fending  of  Hanove- 
rian  troops  to  Gibraltar  and  Mi¬ 
norca,  as  well  as  the  correfponding 
part  of  the  addrefs,  which  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  returned  thanks  for  it 
in  that  ferife,  had,  befides  the 
party  in  declared  oppofition,  given 
difguft  to  feveral  of  thofe  gentle¬ 
men,  who  call  therafelves  inde-- 
pendent'^  a  diftindlion,  which  is 
well  known,  to  include  a  numerous 
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find  powerful  body  in  that  houfe. 
The  gentlemen  under  that  appel¬ 
lation,  who  had  long  been  diftin- 
guifhed  in  the  late  reigns  for  the 
lleadinefs  of  their  oppofition  to 
court  meafures,  have  for  feveral 
years  pall  taken  the  contrary  fide, 
and  been  as  remarkable,  from  an 
uniform  fupport  of  ad miniftration, 
in  almoll:  all  cafes.  In  American 
affairs  particularly^  they  have  al¬ 
ways  been  among  the  foremoft,  in 
propofing  or  fupporting  the  moll 
coercive  meafures. 

It  is  fo  well  known,  as  fcarcely 
to  require  mention,  that  an  aver- 
fion  to  continental  connections, 
with  fomething  bordering  upon  an 
antipathy,  to  the  employing  of 
foreign  troops  in  any  cafe  whatfo- 
ever,  had  formerly  been  one  of 
the  moft  dillinguiified  tenets,  in 
the  political  creed  of  the  party 
which  we  have  defcribed ;  and 
whatever  revolutions  other  parts 
of  their  doCtrine  may  fince  have 
undergone,  this  article  feems  to 
have  been  preferved  tolerably  pure 
and  inviolate.  Upon  this  occa- 
lion,  however,  it  Ihewed  its  effi¬ 
cacy  ;  for  forne  of  thefe  gentlemen 
were  fo  diffiatisfied,  that  though 
they  warmly  approved  of  ail  the 
other  parts  of  the  addrefs,  they, 
upon  that  account  only,  went  away 
without  giving  their  votes.  Others 
who  continued  in  the  houfe  would 
nor,  however,  give  their  voces, 
until  they  had  received  what  they 
underllood  to  be  an  affurance,  that 
full  fatisfaction  would  be  after¬ 
wards  given  upon  that  fubjeft. 

In  this,  however,  they  found 
themfelves  totally  difappointed,  no 
difpofition  at  all  of  the  fort  appear"< 
ing  in  the  minider.  Whether  they 
confidered  themfelves  as  deceived 
or  not,  with  refpeCl  to  the  implied 
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condition  on  which  many  of  them 
had  fupported  the  addrefs  in  the 
preceding  debate,  it  is  probable, 
that  they  thought  themfelves  much, 
flighted  in  not  having  a  greater 
deference  paid  to  their  opinion  and 
principles,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  the  meafure  itfelf 
appeared  to  them  as  exceedingly 
illegal  and  dangerous.  By  this 
means,  when  the  report  came  to  be 
received,  the  minifter  found,  to 
his  furprife,  the  addrefs  unexpec¬ 
tedly  attacked  and  oppofed  from 
all  quarters  ;  thofe  who  excepted 
only  to  that  particular  part,  being 
throwm  into  one  common  mafs  of 
oppofition,  with  thofe  who  equal- 
'  ly  condemned  it  in  all  its  princi¬ 
ples. 

It  was  infifled  upon  in  the  moft 
peremptory  terms,  that  the  mea¬ 
sure  was  illegal  and  unconftitu- 
tional  in  the  highefl  degree  ;  that 
it  was  diredlly  repugnant  to,  and 
fubverfive  of  the  principles,  of  the 
bill  of  rights ;  that  it  would  eit'a- 
blifh  a  precedent  of  a  moft  alarm¬ 
ing  and  dangerous  tendency,  as  it 
recognized  a  right  in  the  crown  to 
introduce  foreigners  into  the  Bri- 
tifh  dcruinions,  and  to  raife  armies 
without  the  confent  of  parliament  ; 
that  it  was  ftill  rendered  the  more 
alarming,  and  required  the  more 
immediate  reprobation,  from  its 
being  wanton  and  unneceffiary 
in  point  of  policy,  and  from  it.s 
being  fo  ftrepuoufly  defended  by 
the  minifters,  both  of  which  af¬ 
forded  too  much  room  for  appre- 
henfion,  that  its  oitenfible  pur- 
pofes  covered  others  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  nature.  ' 

On  the  fide  of  adminiftration, 
the  exceptionable  claufe  in  the  ad¬ 
drefs  was  defended,  as  b^ing  only 
a  compliment;  as  returning  thanks 
l£]  onl/ 
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only  for  the  good  intentions  from 
which  it  originated,  without  in¬ 
cluding  any  approbation  of  the 
meafure  itfelf;  that  decency  abfo- 
lutely  required  the  lirft,  though 
they  fliould  hereafter  condemn  the 
other.  The  meafure  itfelf  was 
vindicated  on  the  plea  of  neceili- 
ty,  on  the  ill  confequences  that 
might  have  proceeded  from  de¬ 
lay;  on  the  ground  of  precedent, 
particularly  that  of  the  Dutch 
troops  in  the  year  1745  ;  its  being 
thoroughly  legal  and  conftitution- 
al,  was  alfo  ftrbngly  contended 
for;  and  the  crown  lawyers  en¬ 
deavoured  to  reftrain  the  condruc- 
tion  of  the  bill  of  rights,  by  {hew¬ 
ing  that  its  operation  extended  no 
farther  than  this  illand. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  minider 
was  repeatedly  called  upon  from 
different  parts  of  the  houfe,  and 
by  many  of  his  old  and  warm 
friends,  as  well  as  by  the  real  op- 
pofition,  to  give  an  alTurance,  that 
if  the  addrefs  was  permitted  to 
pafs  in  its  prefent  form,  he 
would,  on  fome  future  day  to  be 
appointed,  bring  the  legality  of 
the  meafure  under  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  houfe.  The  roinifter 
was,  however,  at  that  time  abfo- 
lutely  inflexible  on  that  point.  He 
perhaps  confidered  this  peevifh- 
nefs  in  his  owm  party,  ^as  deferv- 
ing  rather  of  reprehenfion  than  in¬ 
dulgence.  No  dired  anfwer  could 
be  obtained  from  him ;  and  at 
length,  when  it  could  be  no  longer 
Ihiftcd  off,  he  faid  with  an  appa¬ 
rent  indifference,  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  eflimates  would  foon  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  which  he  fup- 
pofed  would  afford  a  fitter  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  difcuffion  of  the  fub- 
jed  than  the  prefent. 
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However  it  was,  many  of  the 
country  gentlemen,  who  ufually 
fell  in  with  the  court,  did  not  con- 
fider  this  fleadinefs  as  well  timed. 
A  motion  was  made  by  one  of 
them,  and  feconded  by  another, 
for  re-committing  the  addrefs.  The 
debates  which  now  arofe  became  fo 
general,  as  by  degrees  to  take  in 
the  whole  round  of  American  bu- 
iinefs.  Nothing  was  left  untouch¬ 
ed.  In  the  courfe  of  them  it  was 
repeatedly  thrown  out  both  by 
friends  and  adverfaries,  that  the 
Hanoverian  bufinefs  was  not  a 
meafure  of  the  minifter’s own;  and 
hints  were  given  that  it  had  been 
didated  by  the  fame  overruling  in¬ 
fluence,  which  had  often  before 
been  charged  in  other  matters, 
with  obliging  him  to  ad  contrary 
to  his  difpofition  and  opinion. 
Upon  this  imputation  of  fecret  in-' 
fluence,  he  avowed  the  meafure, 
and  acknowledged  he  was  one  of 
thofe  who  advifed  it ;  declared 
that  he  thought  it  perfedly  julli- 
flable,  and  was  fatisfied  that  it  was 
defenfible  on  every  principle  both 
of  law  and  of  the  conftitution. 

It  being  found  that  the  general: 
motion  for  re-commitment,  had 
a  good  deal  divided  the  country 
gentlemen,  many  of  whom  had 
already  voted  for  the  addrefs,  and 
were  llill,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
had  not,  zealous  fupporters  of  its 
general  principles,  the  gentleman 
who  made,  was  prevailed  upon  toi 
v/ithdraw  his  motion,  and  another? 
was  framed  which  was  confined  to 
the  particular  ground  of  objeftion,? 
that  the  obnoxious  pallage  fliould! 
be  expunged,  and  the  followingi 
words  inferted  in  its  place,  wa 
will  immediately  take  into  confi-' 
deration  the  meafure  of  introduc-i 

ing; 
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ing  foreign  troops  into  any  part 
of  the  dominions  of  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  without  the  pre¬ 
vious  confent  of  parliament.”  This 
motion  again  united  the  country 
gentlemen,  with  thofe  who  were 
averfe  to  the  addrefs  at  large. 

The  minifter  at  length  feeling 
the  affair  more  ferious  than  he 
could  ‘  have  apprehended,  and 
dreading  to  come  to  a  divifion 
until  the  country  gentlemen  were 
recalled  to  their  Itandard,  with 
great  addrefs,  converted  to  imme¬ 
diate  ufe,  a  hint  which  was  thrown 
out  on  purpofe  by  one  of  the  law 
officers.  Ke  all  at  once  changed 
his  ground,  quitted  the  high  and 
peremptory  tone  of  authority,  faid, 
that  though  he  had  advifed  the 
meafure  as  believing  it  right,  and 
though  he  ftill  continued  to  think 
fo,  yet  as  other  gentlemen,  for 
whom  he  had  ever  held  the  highefl 
deference,  feemed  to  be  of  another 
opinion,  he  had  no  objeclion  that 
the  queflion  fliould  be  brought  in  a 
regular  and  parliamentary  manner 
before  the  hbufe,  when  he  would 
chearfully  abide  by  their  determi¬ 
nation  ;  and  if  it  was  their  general 
fenfe,  that  the  meafure  was  ille¬ 
gal,  or  unconllituiional,  he  fliould 
red  the  defence  on  the  ground  of 
neceffity  only,  and  then  its  advifers 
might  receive  the  protedion,  as 
was- always  pradtifed  in  fuch  cafes, 
of  an  adl  of  indemnity. 

♦  This  conceffion  fet  every  thing 
to  rights.  The  country  gentle¬ 
men  being  now  fatished,  returned 
to  their  ufual  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion,  and  the  oppofition  was  again 
reduced  to  what  was  properly  fo 
called.  In  this  flate  of  things, 
the  queflion  being  put 
about  one  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  the  amendment  was  re- 
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jedled,  and  the  addrefs  in  its  ori¬ 
ginal  flate  accordingly  paffed  upoa 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  176, 
to  72.  ^ 

Among  feveral  peculiar  circum- 
flances  which  attended  the  debates 
of  both  thefe  days,  was  the  total 
defedtion  of  Gen.  Conway  from, 
adminiflration  upon  the  firfl,  who 
after  expreffing  the  utmoll  detefta- 
tion  of  that  official  principle,  that 
perfons  holding  places  muft  impli¬ 
citly  fupport  government  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever,  and  however  con¬ 
trary  to  their  opinion,  he  then  con¬ 
demned  in  the  mofl  decifive  terms, 
the  American  war,  which  he  de¬ 
clared  to  be  cruel,  unneceffary,  and 
unnatural;  calling  it  in  plain  terms 
a  butchery  of  his  fellow- fubjedls, 
and  to  which  his  confcience  for¬ 
bade  him  to  give  his  affent.  He 
reprobated  every  idea  of  conquer¬ 
ing  America,  upon  all  the  grounds 
of  juilice,  expediency,  and  prac¬ 
ticability.  He  declared  in  the 
mofl  unreferved  terms  againft  the 
right  of  taxation  ;  and  wifhed  to 
fee  the  declaratory  law  repealed, 
though  it  had  been  paffed  under 
his  own  aufpices  when  in  admini¬ 
flration,  and  though  on  abflra6l  le¬ 
gal  principles  he  thought  it  right, 
and  at  the  time  of  paffing  it  f)ro- 
per  and  necelTary,  rather  than  it 
fhould  be  employed  to  colour  de- 
figns,  the  moil  oppofite  to  the  in¬ 
tentions  publicly  declared  of  thofe 
who  fupported  it  in  parliament; 
and  particularly  oppofite  to  the 
fullefl  declaration  of  his  own  at  the 
time  of  his  moving  it. 

He,  as  well  as  leveral  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  repeatedly  called  upon  the 
minifler,  to  give  them  fome  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  flate  ot  affairs  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  they  might  know  with 
certainty  upon  what  ground  they 
[£]  2  flood. 
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flood,  and  were  likely  hereafter  to 
fland,  before  they  paffed  a  bloody 
addrefs,  which  would  be  a  ftand- 
ing  record  again  ft  them,  and 
which,  fiotwithftanding  the  pro-, 
fufion  of  fophiftical  arguments  that 
were  now  ufed  to  palm  it  upon 
them,  by  endeavouring  to  explain 
away  its  fubftance,  and  to  repre- 
fent  it  only  as  froth  and  compli¬ 
ment,  would  not  only  be  found  a 
curb  upon,  but  muft  in  a  great 
degree  influence  their  condudl 
throughout  the  feflion,  notwith- 
Jftanding  any  information  they 
might  hereafter  obtain.  Some  of 
the  country  gentlemen  likewife, 
faid  they  had  gone  with  the  mini- 
fter  in  the  preceding  fellion,  upon 
a  fuppofition  that  he  had  given 
them  authentic  information  with 
regard  to  America;  but  now  find¬ 
ing  by  the  event  that  they  had  been 
totally  deceived,  it  became  abfo- 
lutely  necefiTary  to  have  a  full  and 
clear  ftate  of  affairs  laid  before 
them,  prior  to  their  entering  into 
any  bufinefs  upon  the  fubjedi. 

This  matter  prefied  very  hard 
upon,  and  was  extremely  vexa¬ 
tious  to  adminiftration.  The  ac¬ 
counts  from  America  were  at  that 
time  far  from  favourable.  It‘was 
even  doubtful  whether  we  had  anv 
thing  left  there.  The  giving  of 
any  particular  information,  with 
the  power  which  the  minifter  now 
poffeired  in  the  houfe,  was  indeed 
ealily  ftaved  off.  But  too  much 
was  already  publicly  known  from 
other  fources,  not  to  render  it  dif- 
^  flcult  to  account  for  the  failure  of 
fuccefs  in  many  inftances,  and  to 
guard  againft  the  cenfure  which  of 
courfe  attended  it.  One  gentlel 
man  in  adminiftration  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  there  had  been  mif- 
Hianagement  fomewhere  5  but  whe¬ 


ther  by  the  parliament,  in  not 
granting  a  fuffleient  force;  by  the 
miniftry,  in  an  improper  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  force  granted  ;  or  by 
the  officers  who  commanded,  in  not 
carrying  the  defigns  which  were 
formed  into  execution,  he  would 
not  determine.  He  however  feem- 
ed  to  lean  upon  the  latter,  by  talk¬ 
ing  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry.  He 
alfo  made  an  apology  for  admini¬ 
ftration,  upon  the  ground  of  the 
peculiar  fituation  of  the  minifter  in. 
this  country,  who,  notvvithftand- 
ing  any  fagacity  or  prefcience  he 
might  be  endued  with,  mnft  wait 
for  the  opinion  of  the  people,  be¬ 
fore  he  could  attempt  to  carry  any 
great  defign  into  execution  ;  and 
that  if  government  had  demanded 
a  force  of  40  or  50,000  men  in  the 
preceding  feflion,  parliament,  per¬ 
haps,  might  not  have  granted 
them. 

Another  gentleman  in  higli 
power  and  office,  though  not  pro¬ 
perly  a  merrfber  of  adminiftration, 
acknowledged  there  were  faults 
fomewhere,  but  afterwards  con¬ 
fined  them,  by  faying  he  did  not 
know  whether  they  w'ere  in  the 
fea,  or  the  land  department.  Some 
of  thofe  who  were  particularly 
attached  to  the  minifter,  charged 
him,  notwithftanding,  with  want 
of  vigour  in  the  American  bufi* 
nefs  ;  but  confolcd  him  with  the 
alTurance  that  it  was  not  yet  too 
late,  and  recommended  an  imme¬ 
diate  adoption  of  the  moft  coercive 
meafures.  They  alfo  condemned 
feverely  the  inadivity  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  campaign ;  but  left  the 
blame  at  large  as  to  the  objedls. 

The  minifter  pledged  himfelf 
to  proceed  with  vigour  and  atfti.- 
vity.  Acknowledged  that  he  had 
been  deceived  in  events ;  but  that 

he 
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he  had  adapted  his  meafures  laft 
iefTion  to  thc^  then  ftate  of  affairs, 
not  imagining  that  all  America 
would  have  armed  in  the  caufe. 
Adrainiftration,  he  faid,  proceed 
ed  upon  the  information  they  had 
received  ;  if  other  gentlemen  were 
in  poffeliion  of  better,  why  did 
they  not  communicate  it?  Ob- 
ferved,  that  if  we  fullered  by  the 
war,  America  would  fufFer  much 
more.  A  great  force  Ihould  be 
fent  out,  accompanied  with  of¬ 
fers  of  mercy,  upon  a  proper  fub- 
miffion.  It  could  not  be  fuppofed, 
that  America,  without  money, 
without  trade,  without  refources, 
would  continue  to  prefer  a  ruinous 
war  with  Great  Britain,  to  the 
bleflings  of  peace,  and  a  happy 
dependence  upon  her.  He  pro- 
fefied,  that  there  were  no  inten¬ 
tions  to  opprefs  America;  but  on 
the  contrary,  to  eftdblilli  the  moll 
mild,  juft,  and  equitable  govern¬ 
ment  there. 

The  quelHon  upon  the  addrefs, 
was  fcarcely  lefs  warmly  agitated 
in  the  houfe  of  lords  than  in  that 
of  the  commons.  As,  foon  as  it 
'  had  been  moved  for  and  feconded, 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  af¬ 
ter  taking  a  rctrofpeflive  view  of 
the  condudl  of  different  adminiftra- 
tions  for  fome  years  with  relpedl  to 
America,  and  tracing  a  long  feries 
of  what  lie  confidered  as  weak, 
contrad’flory,  and  opprefiive  n)ea- 
fures,  through  the  various  ftages 
of  their  unhappy  confequences, 
unto  their  final  termination  in  the 
prefent  upfhoc  of  calamity,  then 
proceeded  to  examine  different 
parts  of  the  fpeech,  which  he  con¬ 
demned  :n  the  moft  pointed  terms, 
contending  that  the  meafures  which 


were  recommended  from  thethrone, 
and  which  it  was  propofed  they 
fhould  now  give  a  fan^tion  to  by 
an  addrefs,  bore  the  moft  porten- 
tous  afpedl  to  the  Britifh  empire, 
and  were  big  with  the  moft  ruinous 
and  fatal  confequences.  His  lord- 
Ihip  concluded  his  fpeech  by  mov¬ 
ing  for  an  amendment  to  the  ad¬ 
drefs,  fimilar  to  that  which  we 
have  leprefented  in  the  other 
houfe. 

The  prefent  debate  was  render¬ 
ed  particularly  remarkable,  by  the 
fudden  and  unexpefted  defedion. 
of*  a  noble  duke,  who  had  been  for 
fome  years  at  the  head  of  admini* 
ftration,  had  refigned  of  his  own 
accord,  at  a  critical  period  ;  but 
who  had  gone  with  government 
ever  fince,  and  was  at  this  time 
in  high  office.  The  line  which  he 
immediately  took,  was  ftill  more 
alarming  to  adminiftration  than 
the  ad  of  defeflion.  Befides  a 
d.ecjfive  condemnation  of  all  their 
ads  for  fome  time  paft  with  refped 
to  America,  as  well  as  of  the  mea¬ 
fures  now  held  cut  by  the  fpeech, 
he  declared  that  he  had  been  de¬ 
ceived  and  mifted  upon  that  fub- 
jed ;  that  by  the  withholding  of 
information,  and  the  mifreprefen- 
tarion  of  fads,  he  had  been  induc¬ 
ed  to  lend  his  countenance  to  mea¬ 
fures  which,  fie  never  approved ; 
among  thpfe,  was  that  in  particu¬ 
lar  of  coercing  America  by  force 
of  arms;  an  idea  the  moft  diftant 
from  his  mind  and  opinion  ;  but 
which  he  was  blindly  led  to  give  a 
fupport  to  from  his  total  ignorance 
of  the  true  ftate  and  difpofition  of 
the  colonies,  and  the  firm  perfua- 
fion  held  out  that  matters  wcruld 
never  come  to  an  extre^iityof  that 


Duke  of  Grafton. 
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nature,  that  an  appearance  of  coer¬ 
cion  was  all  that  was  requifite  to 
eftablifh  a  reconciliation,  and  that 
the  ftronger  government  appeared, 
and  the  better  it  was  fupported, 
the  fooner  all  difputes  would  be 
adjufted. 

He  declared,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  total  repeal  of  all  the  Ame¬ 
rican  laws  w'hich  had  been  paffed 
fince  the  year  1763,  could  now  re- 
llore  peace  and  happinefs,  or  pre¬ 
vent  the  mod  deftruidive  and  fatal 
confequences ;  confequences  which 
could  not  even  be  thought  of,  with¬ 
out  feeling  the  utmoft  degree  of 
grief  and  horror;  that  nothing 
could  have  brought  him  out  in  the 
prefent  ill  date  of  his  health,  out 
the  fulled  conviftion  of  his  being 
right,  a  knowledge  of  the  critical 
iituation  of  his  country,  and  a  fenfe 
of  what  he  owed  to  his  duty  and 
to  his  confcience ;  that  thefe  ope¬ 
rated  fo  drongly  upon  him,  that 
no  date  of  indifpofition,  if  he  were 
even  obliged  to  come  in  a  litter, 
jfhould  prevent  his  attending  to 
exprefs  his  utmod  difapprobation 
of  the  meafures  which  were  now 
purfuing,  as  well  as  of  thofe  which 
he  underdood  from  the  lords  in 
office,  it  was  intended  dill  to  pur- 
fue.  He  concluded  by  a  declara¬ 
tion,  that  if  his  neared  relations, 
or  deared  friends,  were  to  be  af- 
fefled  by  this  quedion,  or  that  the 
lofs  of  fortune,  and  of  every  other 
thing  which  he  mod  adeemed,  was 
to  be  the  certain  confequence  of 
his  prefent  condud,  yet  the  drong 
convidlion  and  compulfion,  operat¬ 
ing  at  once  upon  his  mind  and 
confcience,  would  not  permit  him 
to  hefitate  upon  the  part  which  he 
Ihould  take. 

Such  an  explicit  condemnation 
of  their  pad  condtid  and  prefent 


views,  and  coming  from  fuch  an 
authority,  feemed  at  fird  view  as 
alarming  to  adminidration  as  it 
was  to  the  houfe.  Nobody  could 
yet  tell,  nor  even  guefs,  where 
the  defeflion  might  end.  It  was, 
however,  produftive  of  lefs  effect 
than  could  have  been  expefled,  and 
confequently  attended  with  none 
of  the  danger  that  was  probably 
apprehended.  A  right  reverend 
Prelate  of  great  eloquence  and  abi¬ 
lity,  who  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
had  both  fpoken  and  voted  for 
coercive  meafures,  took  the  fame 
parr,  and  accounted  for  the  change 
in  his  fentiments  and  conduft, 
upon  the  fame  principles  that  the 
noble  duke  had  done— 'mifinforma- 
tion,  deception,  a  total  failure  of 
all  the  promifes,  and  difappoint- 
ment  in  all  the  hopes,  held  out  by 
adminidration;  but  above  all,  the 
ruinous  confequences  of  the  conted, 
and  the  now  evident  impraifticabi- 
lity  of  coercion. 

A  noble  lord  in  adminidration, 
and  who  continued  firmly  in  its 
fupport,  aifo  acknowledged  that 
he  with  his  brethren  in  office  had 
been  greatly  deceived,  and  there¬ 
by  milled  in  their  conduft,  with 
refpe^l  to  American  affairs  ;  froin 
whence  it  proceeded,  that  the  mea¬ 
fures  taken  were  by  no  means  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  nature  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  fervices  which  they 
were  expected  to  perform.  All 
thefe  acknowledgments  from  fo 
many  quarters  of  the  want  of  real 
information,  or  charges  of  being 
milled  by  falfe,  afforded  a  drong 
ground  of  argument  to  the  oppofi- 
tion  in  fupport  of  the  amendment 
to  the  addrefs,  which  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  gain  time  for  a  thorough 
invedigation  of  thefe  matters,  to 
prevent  their  being  plunged  blind- 
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ly  into  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war,  and  from  pledging  them- 
felves  to  fupport  the  fanguinary 
meafures  propofed  in  the  fpeech, 
before  they  were  capable  of  form¬ 
ing  any  judgment  upon  their  ne- 
cellicy  or  expediency.  This  ground 
they  accordingly  difpofed  of  to  the 
beft  advantage,  and  maintained 
Ifrongly  ;  and  though  the  noble 
lord  we  have  laft  mentioned,  attri¬ 
buted  thofe  miftakes  to  unforefeen 
events,  and  afterwards  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  explain  away  the  entire  force 
of  what  he  had  faid,  the  impref- 
lion  it  had  made,  concurring  with 
fo  n^any  other  tedimonies,  was  not 
eafily  removed. 

The  arguments  agalnd  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  confequently  in  lup- 
port  of  the  amendment,  were  ne- 
cefTarily  upon  the  fame  ground  in 
general  with  thofe  in  the  other 
houfe — The  great  hazard  of  our 
failing  in  the  attempt  to  reduce 
America  by  force,  the  little  value  it 
would  be  of  if  we  fucceeded,  when 
conquered,  and  the  total  inability 
of  Great-Britain  to  retain,  for  any 
length  of  time,  fuch  a  fpecies  of 
dominion,  together  with  the  rui¬ 
nous  confequences  that  mud  attend 
on,  what  was  called,  fo  wild  and 
ablurd  an  attempt,  were  ftrongly 
urged,  and  placed  in  different 
points  of  view;  whild  the  innu¬ 
merable  advantages  we  mud  im¬ 
mediately  forego  in  fuch  a  conted, 
were  contraded  with  the  fubdan- 
tial  benefits  we  fhould  continue  to 
reap  from  a  date  of  tranquillity, 
reciprocal  good  temper,  and  mu¬ 
tual  confidence.  A  few  who  held 
the  highed  notions  of  the  fupre- 
macy  of  the  legiflature,  yet  con¬ 
demned  in  the  dronged  terms,  as 
^  an  aft  of  abfolute  infanity,  every 
idea  of  a  war,  or  of  attempting  to 


reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience 
by  mere  coercion.  A  young  no¬ 
bleman,  who  within  a  few  days  after 
obtained  a  confiderable  place  at 
court,  and  who  had  been  remark¬ 
able  in  the  preceding  feffion  for 
his  violence  againd  the  Americans, 
now  didinguifhed  himfelf  by  his 
condemnation  in  the  mod  pointed 
terms  of  the  minidry,  charging 
them  with  having  failed  in  their 
promifes  and  information,  of  being 
milled  themfelves,  or  purpofely 
mifleading  others,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  truded  or  fupported  with 
fafety ;  he  had  not,  however, 
changed  his  fentiments  with  re- 
fpeft  to  America,  but  confidered 
matters  as  totally  changed  there, 
through  their  want  of  timely  vi¬ 
gour,  and  the  feafon  for  coercion 
being  now  paffed.  Upon  that  ac¬ 
count  therefore,  and  a  total  want 
of  dependence  on  the  future  con- 
duft  of  fuch  men,  he  was  for  clof- 
ing  with  the  noble  Duke’s  propo- 
fii,  of  repealing  all  the  laws  fince 
the  year  1763,  as  the  only  means 
now  left  for  redoring  the  public 
tranquillity. 

It  was  not  eafy  for  the  lords  in 
adminidration  to  ward  off  all  the 
attacks  which  were  made  upon 
them  from  fuch  different  quarters. 
The  failure  and  difappointment  in 
many  indances  in  America,  were 
attributed  to  a  number  of  events, 
which  no  fagacity  could  have  fore- 
feen,  nor  prudence  prevented. 
Such  was  the  defeftion  of  New 
York,  which  had  been  overawed, 
and  compelled  into  meafures  by 
the  Connefticut  infurgents,  which 
the  people  there  would  never  other- 
wife  have  adopted.  Such  was  the 
general  union  of  the  colonies,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  fouthern  with  the 
northern  ;  a  faft  of  fo  extraordi- 

[E]  4  nary 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1776. 


72] 

nary  a  nature,  as  muft  ftagger  the 
faith  of  pofterity,  ^nd  which  Teems 
fubverfive  of  every  principle  found¬ 
ed  upon  reafon  and  experience,  and 
of  every  inference  derived  from  a 
knowledge  of  mankind.  It  was  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  adminihration 
had  been  miftaken  and  deceived  in 
many  particulars  ;  but  fuch  mufi: 
ever  be  the  cafe,  when  the  fource 
of  information  lies  at  To  great  a 
diftance  ;  they  communicated  with 
men,  and  as  fuch  they  were  liable 
to  err  ;  if  they  had  been  to  regu¬ 
late  their  conduft  by  mere  matters 
of  fafl,  miilakes  would  have  been 
fcarcely  excufable ;  but  from  the 
nature  of  this  bufinefs,  they  were 
obliged  to  proceed  upon  a  kind  of 
information,  which  related  more  to 
opinion  than  tofadls,  being  the  tem¬ 
per  and  difpohtion  of  the  feveral 
colonies  ;  all  they  could  do  in  this 
cafe  was  to  apply  to  thofe  who 
had  the  beft  opportunity  of  being 
thoroughly  informed  on  the  fub- 
jefl  ;  whatever  fuccefs  might  at¬ 
tend  this  method,  it  was  not  in  th 
power  of  humanity  to  have  done 
better. 

It  was,  however,  ftill  to  be  hop¬ 
ed,  that  when  a  fufficient  force 
was  fent  out  to  emancipate  the 
friends  of  government,  the  well- 
difpofed,  and  the  peaceable,  and 
this  force  accompanied  with  terms 
of  grace  to  thofe  who  had  violated 
the  laws,  that  the  colonies  would 
foon  return  to  their  duty,  without 
waiting  to  experience  thofe  cala¬ 
mities,  or  urging  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  to  thofe  meafures  of  devaftation 
and  ruin,  which  had  beep  fo  ftrong- 
ly  depictured,  and  fo  pathetically 
lamented,  on  the  other  fide.  But 
J^owever  that  might  be.,  we  were 


now  in  a  htuation  which  admitted 
but  of  one  choice  of  meafures.  We 
mufi  either  reduce  the  colonies  to 
fubmiffion,  or  for  ever  relinquifh 
all  power  and  dominion  over  them, 
and  all  advantage  from  North  Ame¬ 
rica. 

A  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  a  very 
great  department,  upon  which  the 
power  and  fecurity  of  this  country 
principally  depend ,  acknowledged, 
that  a  fpecies  of  deception  had  been 
neceffarily  praflifed  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  feffion,  particularly  in  refpe6i: 
to  the  navy,  by  concealing  the 
extent  of  the  real  force  which  would 
be  neceffary  for  the  American  fer» 
vice,  from  an  apprehenfion,  that 
fuch  a  demand  would  have  excited 
a  great  oppofition,  and  thereby 
have  impeded,  if  not  totally  fruf- 
trated,  the  profecution  of  thofe 
meafures  which  government  in¬ 
tended  with  regard  to  America, 
This  fyhematic  fpecies  of  decep¬ 
tion,  was  feverely  animadverted 
upon  by  the  lords  in  oppofition, 
who  reprefented  it  as  a  mofb  con¬ 
temptuous  treatment  of  that  houfe, 
as  miileading  parliament  and  the 
nation,  and  trepanning  them  into 
a  war  ;  and  vvas,  they  laid,  an  im- 
polition  of  fuch  a  nature  as  nobody 
could  have  ventured  upon,  much 
lefs  avowed,  without  the  mod  ab- 
folute  certainty  of  impunity  for  any 
condudl. 

In  this  debate  a  noble  duke*, 
who  has  long  been  diftinguifhed 
by  his  hrmnefs  and  perfeverance 
in  oppofition,  after  fome  very  fevere 
obfervations  upon  the  condudl  of 
adminiftration,  as  well  as  ftridures 
upon  the  fpeech  and  the  addrefs, 
took' notice,  that  the  public  papers 
had  held  out  threats  agairid  fome 
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of  the  members  of  both  houfes,  in 
order  to  liitie  the  freedom  of  de¬ 
bate  ;  that  he  underhood  he  was 
one  of  the  perfons  Tingled  out,  and 
meant  to  be  honoured  upon  this 
occafion.  He  now  called  upon  his 
threateners  and  accufers  ;  if  any 
fuch  were  prefent,  (he  would  not 
pretend  to  fay  there  were)  he  de¬ 
fied  them  ;  he  Icorned  their  me¬ 
naces,  and  invited  them  to  make 
good  their  charges.  He  did  not 
fuppofe,  he  faid,  that  any  noble 
lords  in  adminiftration  would  en¬ 
courage  or  ule  fuch  bafe,  futile, 
and  fcandalous  means  to  intimidate 
the  members  in  either  houfe  of 
parliament  from  doing  their  duty, 
even  though  they  had  fuppofed, 
that  fo  (hameful  and  unjuiiifiable 
a  fcheme  could  have  produced  the 
defired  effedt. 

The  noble  lord  who  feconded 
the  addrefs,  having  fpoken  with 
great  freedom  of  a  delperate  fac¬ 
tion,  and  incendiaries  at  home,  to 
whom  he  attributed  the  rebellion 
in  America,  and  a  fimilar  lan¬ 
guage  being  held  by  Tome  others, 
W'ho  charged  all  oppofition  to  the 
meafures  of  adminiitration,  to  fac¬ 
tious  and  ambitious  motives,  the 
matter  was  moil;  fpiritedly  taken 
up  by  another  noble  duke,  not 
lefs  diltinguiihed  on  the  fame  fide, 
than  the  former  whom  we  have 
juft  mentioned.  He  folemnly  de¬ 
clared,  that  while-ever  he  fate  in 
that  houfe,  he  would  not  endure 
fuch  language,  nor  fufter  fuch  un- 
conftjtutional  attempts  to  check 
and  deftroy  all  freedom  of  debate, 
to  pafs  without  the  fevereft  repre- 
henfion  which  he  was  capable  of 
beftowing.  He  called  upon  the 
lords  who  had  made  thofe  accufa- 
tions,  if  they  had  any  grounds  to 
juftify  them,  to  bring  them  for- 
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ward,  or  elfe  to  confefs  that  they 
had  no  authority  for  what  they 
faid  or  infinuated.  If  they  were 
filent,  the  houfe  mull  conclude 
they  had  none,  and  as  fuch  could 
not  permit  them  to  interrupt  that 
freedom  and  decorum  of  debate, 
for  which  they  had  at  all  times 
been  fojuftly  diftinguifhed. 

As  the  point  of  accufation  was 
relinquifhed,  as  well  by  the  filence 
upon  this  occafion,  as  by  fome 
fpecific  difavowals  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debates,  a  noble  earl  on  the 
fame  fide,  faid  he  might  now  con¬ 
gratulate  the  public,  upon  the  mi- 
niftry  having  pronounced  the  fu¬ 
neral  oration  of  their  addreftes* 
He  faid,  that  from  the  language 
of  thofe  addreftes,  and  the  various 
threats  which  had  been  induftrioufly 
circulated,  he  came  to  towm  with 
fome  apprehenfions,  not  for  him- 
felf,  but  left  the  zeal  of  fome 
friend,  for  the  violated  rights  of 
his  fuffering  fellow-lubjedis,  fhould 
have  led  him  into  any  unguarded 
expreftions,  and  thereby  have  ena¬ 
bled  fome  dark  deiigning  lawyer, 
to  ftab  the  public  freedom  through 
the  indifcretion  of  an  individual. 
He  faid  he  did  n<  t  blame  the  ad- 
dreffers,  who  had  thus  unjuftly 
afperfed  the  charafters  of  thofe 
whofeaim  was,  by  fteady,  juft,  and 
temperate  counlels,  to  fave  this 
deluded  country  from  deftrudion. 
They  had  been  deceived,  and 
were  deceived  by  thofe  very  mini- 
fters,  W'ho  being  now  calied  upon, 
explicitly  avow,  without  fhame  or 
remorfe,  that  they  have  no  evidence 
to  fupport  their  accufation. 

The  manner  of  obtaining  the 
ad,0refres,  alfo  became  a  matter  of 
dif.'uffion,  from  its  being  inlifted 
upon  by  one  fide,  that  they  were 
to  be  copfidered  as  the  full  voice 
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and  fenfe  of  the  nation,  which 
conveyed  through  them  the  fullell 
approbation  of  the  prefent  mea- 
fures,  and  the  moil:  perfe^l  con¬ 
fidence  in  adminiftration.  This 
called  up  a  noble  lord  inoppofition, 
who  fpoke  from  his  own  know¬ 
ledge,  of  the  furreptitious  manner 
in  which  an  addrefs  was  obtained, 
and  prefented  in  the  name  of  one 
of  our  principal  trading  and  ma¬ 
nufacturing  cities  ;  that  it  had 
been  drawn  up,  and  Ihamefuliy 
fmuggled  through  by  the  mere 
agents,  and  known  creatures  cf 
adminiftration,  without  any  pre- 
Tious  notice  to  the  ci'izens;  that 
nine  tenths  of  thofe  who  had  fign- 
ed  it,  did  not  know  a  fingle  fylla- 
ble  of  its  contents;  that  with  all 
the  influence,  and  all  the  unfair 
means  which  were  ufed,  only  117 
fubfcfibers  could  be  procured  ;  but 
that  when  a  counter  addrefs  was 
propofed,  which  militated  with 
every  part  of  the  former,  and  con¬ 
veyed  truth  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  it  was  carried  fairly  and 
openly  through  all  the.ufual  forms, 
and  figned  by  confiderably  more 
than  three  times  the  number. 

After  long  debates,  the  queflicn 
upon  the  amendment  being  put 
about  II  o’clock  at  night,  it  was 
rejected  upon  a  divifion  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  40,  the  numbers  being 
69,  to  29,  the  original  motion  for 
the  addrefs  was  then  carried  by  a 
majfety  of  76  (including  10  pro¬ 
xies)  to  33  who  oppofed  the  que- 
flion,  Iwo  bifhops  were  in  the 
minority  on  this  diviflon. 

The  addrefs  was  productive  of 
a  proteft  figned  by  nineteen  lords, 
in  which  they  combat  the  civil 
war,  as  unjuft  and  impolitic  in  its 
principles,  dangerous  in  its  con¬ 
tingent,  and  fatal  in  its  final  con- 


fequences.  After  condemning  the 
injuftice  and  imprudence  of  our 
conduct,  in  rejecting  the  Ameri¬ 
can  petitions  and  applications  for 
a  reconciliation,  wdth  the  indecen¬ 
cy  and  folly  of  afleCling  to  difbe- 
lieve  their  loyalty,  when  they  ex- 
prefs  it  in  the  warmeft  profellions, 
and  expatiating  upon  the  known 
and  the  probable  evils  of  the  con- 
teit,  they  deferibe  the  abfurdity 
of  refufing  to  give  credit  to  the 
declarations  of  our  fellow  fubjeCts, 
and  blindlv  confi  mg  in  the  infi- 
dious  profeffions  of  the  natural  ene¬ 
mies  of  this  country,  thereby,  it  is 
to  be  dreaded,  preparing  an  eafy 
prey  for  thofe'  who  prudently  fit 
quie',  beholding  Britifli  forces, 
which,  if  united,  might  carry  ter¬ 
ror  into  the  heart  of  their  domi¬ 
nions,  deftroying  each  other.  Thus, 
every  event,  which-ever  wav  it 
turns,  is  a  viCfory  to  them.  Our 
very  hofpitals  furniih  them  with 
daily  triumphs;  the  greater,  as 
they  are  certain,  without  any  rifque 
to  them  of  men  or  money. 

They  cenfured  the  calling  in  of 
foreign  forces  to  decide  domeflic 
quarrels,  as  difgraceful  and  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  and  reprobated  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  the  late  meafure 
of  employing  the  Hanoverians,  at 
the  mere  plealure  of  the  mi- 
nifters,  by  which  they  appear  to 
be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the 
Britifli  military  eftablilhment,  to 
take  a  rotation  of  garrifon  duties 
through  thefe  dominions.  They 
fum  up  and  conclude  the  proteft 
by  declaring,  we  cannot  there¬ 
fore  confent  to  an  addrefs,  which 
may  deceive  his  majefty,  and  the 
public,  into  a  belief  of  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  this  houfe  in  the  prefent 
minifters,  who  have  deceived  par¬ 
liament,  difgraced  the  nation,  loft 
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tlie  colonies,  and  involved  us  in  a  fiable  grounds,  wantonly  fpilling 
civil  war  againft  our  cleared  in-  the  blood  of  thoufands  of  our  fel» 
terells;  and  upon  the  moil  unjuiU-  low-fubjeds.’^ 

CHAP.  V. 

Duke  of  Manchefier"* s  motion  relative  to  the  Hano'verian  troops.  Debates, 
Pre'-vious  quejiion  carried  by  a  great  majority.  Similar  motion  by  Sir 
fames  Lonjother  in  the  Houfe  oj  Commons.  Debates.  Preojious  quefion 
put  and  carried.  Debates  on  the  Militia  Bill.  Army  ejlimaies.  Motion 
for  returns  rejedied.  28,000  feamen  <voted.  Motion  for  an  addrefs  on 
American  affairs  rejeSied,  55,000  men  ojoledfor  the  land fer-vice. 


The  meafure  of  fending  the 
Hanoverian  troops  to  occu¬ 
py  our  Mediterranean  garrifons, 
was  not  an  objeft  of  lefs  cenfure  or 
jealoufy  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
than  we  have  already  feen  it  in 
that  of  the  Commons.  Soon  after 
n  the  delivery  of  the 
JNov.  I  .  addrefs,  the  Duke  of 

Manchefter  moved  for  arefolution, 
*f  That  bringing  into  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
the  electoral  troops  of  his  Majefty, 
or  any  other  foreign  troops,  with¬ 
out  the  previous  confent  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  is  dangerous  and  unconllitu- 
tional.’^  The  noble  mover  added 
an  explanation,  that  by  the  term 
unconllitutional,  he  meant  that  it 
was  againft  law. 

In  the  introdudion  and  fupport 
of  this  motion,  the  fpeech  again 
underwent  much  fevere  cenfure,  as 
breathing  fentiments  which  in¬ 
cluded  higher  ideas  of  prerogative, 
than  any  other  that  had  been  de¬ 
livered  in  that  place  fince  the  Re¬ 
volution;  and,  as  containing  flights 
of  that  council,  negled  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  indifference  of  their 
approbation.  The  meafure  in 
queftion  was  faid  to  have  inflided 
a  moft  dangerous  wound  in  the 
^onftitution,  which,  if  notfpeedily 


healed,  would  gangrene  and  ex¬ 
tend,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  mor¬ 
tify  the  whole.  That  however  in¬ 
nocuous  it  might  feem  in  its  firft 
operation,  the  example  and  prece¬ 
dent  were  of  the  moft  alarming  na¬ 
ture,  and  might  produce  the  moft: 
fatal  confequences.  That  it  was 
totally  fubverfive  of  the  great  char¬ 
ter  and  fecurity  of  Englifti  liber¬ 
ties,  the  Bill  of  Rights.  They 
were  requefted  to  confider  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjed,  and  it  was 
averred  to  be  of  as  much  confe- 
quence  to  the  liberties  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  Amerip  had  been  to  its 
wealth  and  power;  that  in  this 
feafon  of  calamity,  when  half  the 
empire  was  too  probably  loft  for 
ever,  they  were  bound  by  all  the 
ties  of  intereft,  duty,  and  love  to 
their  country,  to  watch  ftridly  over 
the  liberties  of  the  remainder,  that 
foraething  might  ftill  be  left, 
worth  preferving,  worth  contend- 
injj  for.  That  it  would  be  too 
much,  to  be  at  once  ftripped  of 
wealth,  power,  the  fecurities  af¬ 
forded  by  our  conftitution,  and  all 
the  peculiar  charad;eriftics  which 
diftinguifhed  us  from  other  na- 
tionsi 

Among  other  objed;ions,  it  was 
contended,  that  the  Hanoverians 
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would  not  be  under  the  controul 
of  any  military  law  in  thofe  gar- 
rifons  ;  that  the  mutiny  aft  did  not 
reach  them,  being  confined  to 
thole  troops  only,  who  were  there¬ 
in  fpecified,  or  voted  by  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  that  it  would  not  be  pre¬ 
tended,  that  they  carried  their 
own  laws  along  with  them  ;  when 
there,  they  muft  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  be  fubjeft  to  thofe  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  thus  all  military  fubordina- 
tion  would  be  at  an  end  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  their  arrival  ;  and  an  ac¬ 
tion  at  common  law  would  lie 
againfi:  their  officers,  for  any  pu- 
niiEment  which  they  inflifted.  It 
was  (aid,  that  the  putting  f)reign- 
ersin  pofieffion  of  thofe  great  bar¬ 
riers  of  our  commerce  and  mari¬ 
time  power,  was  alfo  exception¬ 
able  in  point  of  fecurity.  The 
truft  was  of  too  great  a  magnitude 
to  be  repofed  in  aliens,  who  had 
no  intereft  in  its  prefervation. 
Upon  the  whole  it  was  concluded, 
and  infilled  upon,  that  the  King 
had  no  right  to  maintain,  in  any 
part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  crown,  any  troops,  other  than 
are  confented  to  by  parliament, 
both  as  to  number  and  to  nation. 

The  Lords  in  adminillrarion, 
a  'owed  and  juflified  the  mealure. 
They  denied  its  offending  either 
againft  the  letter  or  the  fpirit  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  claufe 
which  was  fuppofed  to  alF&ft  this 
meafure,  mull  be  taken  with  the 
conditions  which  w'ere  annexed  to 
it,  and  could  extend  no  farther  ; 
one  of  thefe  related  to  the  bringing 
troops  “  wi,thin  the  kingdom,’’ 
and  another  fpecifie,  “  in  time  of 
peace  nothing  can  be  more  de- 
monllrably  evident,  than  that  the 
troops  in  quellion  are  not  within 
|hp  kingdom  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 


prefumed,  that  any  body  will  fay 
we  are  at  prefent  in  a  Hate  of  peace 
and  tranquillity.  It  would  be  ab- 
furd  to  fuppofe,  that  the  words, 
**  within  the  kingdom,”  included 
all  its  dependencies  ;  but  if  fuch  a 
latitude  were  even  admitted,  and 
received  as  a  fiftion  of  policy.  Hill, 
the  rebellion  in  America,  th  ex- 
illence  of  which  could  not  be  dif- 
puted,  would  jullify  the  meafure, 
even  upon  the  principles  of  chat 
bill. 

That  the  King  had  been  at  all 
times  competent  to  ralfe  or  keep  an 
army  in  time  of  war  or  rebellion, 
in  any  part  of  his  dominions  ;  that 
this  competence  was  rather  con¬ 
firmed  than  lefiened  by  the  Bill  of 
Rights  ;  that  the  bill  made  no  di- 
llinftion  between  an  army  of  na¬ 
tives  and  foreigners  ;  that  this  was 
no  novel  doftrine,  but  had  been 
repeatedly  brought  into  praftice 
fince  the  Revolution,  in  times  when 
the  rights  of  the  people  were  as 
fully  underllood,  and  their  pre¬ 
fervation  as  carefully  attended  to 
as  at  prefent  ;  and  that  foreigners 
had  not  only  been  hired,  but 
brought  into  the  kingdom,  with¬ 
out  the  previous  confent  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  They,  however,  contend¬ 
ed  ,  that  were  all  this  (Irong  ground 
giv^n  up.  Hill  the  Bill  of  Rights 
being  retrofpeftiveand  declaratory, 
could  bear  no  view  to  pofiefiions 
which  were  not  at  that  time  in  the 
crown.  The  expediency  of  the 
meafure,  and  the  neceifity  of  its 
being  timely  adopted,  were  alfo 
infilled  upon  ;  and  it  was  much 
argued  that  fuch  a  cenfure  would 
fhew  a  fhameful  diflrufi  of  the 
crown,  at  a  time  when  it  could 
not  be  juflified  with  the  fmalleil 
appearance  of  reafon, 

Tq  ^hefe  and  other  arguments  in 
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thci  fame  line  it  was  replied,  that 
it  was  beneath  the  dignity,  and 
contrary  to  the  liberal  conftrudlion 
and  comprehenlive  views  of  that 
houfe,  to  enter  into  the  quibbles 
and  diftindions  of  Weftminiler- 
Hail  ;  to  weigh  words  and  fen- 
tences,  to  define  their  diftinft,  le¬ 
gal,  or  grammatical  import,  was 
for  others,  not  for  them.  They 
were  to  confider  the  fpirit,  the  in¬ 
tention,  the  circumilances  that  led 
to,  and  the  evils  that  were  to  be 
cured,  by  that  folemn  compaft  be¬ 
tween  the  King  and  the  people, 
the  Bill  of  Rights.  Thefe  they 
were  to  confider  as  legiilators,  as 
the  hereditary  guardians  of  that 
new  magna  charta,  which  in¬ 
cludes  within  its  pale  all  the  liber- 
tie^  of  the  people  of  England,  not 
as  lawyers,  who  wanted  to  explain 
away  its  fubftance,  or  to  find  loop¬ 
holes  to  creep  through.  That  bill 
was  a  capitulation  between  the 
people  and  their  newly  elefled  fo- 
vereign  ;  a  compaft  to  be  for  ever 
binding  on  their  refpeftive  pofte- 
rity  and  fucceffbrs.  It  claimed  no 
new  rights,  it  required  no  favours  ; 
it  declared  old  rights  ;  what  was 
already  the  law  and  the,  conftitu- 
tion  ;  and  particularly  provided 
ao-ainft  thofe  violations  of  them, 
which  were  then  more  immedi¬ 
ately  felt.  Of  thefe,  the  keeping 
of  a  Handing  army,  without  the 
confent  of  parliament,  was  the  firft 
in  dangerand  magnitude,  and  had 
been  recently  experienced  ;  this 
giant  evil  had  already  lubverted 
the  liberties  of  all  the  other  Hates 
in  Europe,  and  had  nearly  fwal- 
lowed  up  our  own.  This  de- 
Hroyer  of  the  rights  of  nations 
was  accordingly  provided  againH, 
as  far  as  compacts  can  bind  man¬ 


kind,  and  as  wifdom  can  govern 
futurity. 

The  conHruflion  now  attempted 
to  be  put  upon  the  words  with¬ 
in  th6  kingdom,”  it  was  faid, 
might  be  carried  to  an  extent, 
which  the  noble  lords  on  the  other 
fide  might  not  be  willing  to  avow. 
If  thefe  terms  did  not  include  all 
the  poH’effions  belonging  to  this 
country,  then  armies  of  foreigners, 
to  any  amount,  might  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Ire¬ 
land,  and  even  Scotland,  which 
was  net  at  that  time  within  the 

I 

kingdom.  Can  it  be  ferioufly  con¬ 
tended,  that  this  is  in  the  intention 
or  fpirit  of  the  Bill  of  Rights? 
Or  that  when  the  maintaining  an 
army  of  natives  within  England 
and  Wales,  was  deemed  danger¬ 
ous  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  the  furrounding  and 
befieging  them  with  hoHs  of  fo¬ 
reigners,  was  an  objedl  neither  of 
jealoufy  nor  apprehenfion.  The 
diHinflions  made  between  a  time 
of  peace  or  war,  and  the  great 
latitude  of  power  attributed  to  the 
crown  in  the  latter  inHance,  were 
equally  controverted,  and  faid  nei¬ 
ther  to  be  warranted  by  the  law, 
nor  by  any  cuHomary  ufage  ;  that 
if  the  arguments  ufed  on  that  head 
were  carried  to  their  full  extent,  it 
would  necefiarily  follow,  that  an 
infurreftion,  or  war,  in  the  re- 
moteHpartof  this  widely  extended 
empire,  would  render  it  legal  in 
the  crown  to  introduce  armies  of 
foreigners,  of  any  nation,  and  to 
any  amount,  even  into  this  king¬ 
dom.  The  inference  attempted  to 
be  drawn  from  the  word  foreigners 
not  being  exprefled  in  the  law, 
was,  it  was  faid,  too  puerile  to 
dQCetvQ  a  ferious  confideration,  if 

it 
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t  had  not  been  for  the  great  ftrefs 
which  feemed  to  be  laid  upon  it  by 
feme  lords  on  the  other  fide ; 
but  can  it  be  thought  or  believed, 
that  when  it  was  deemed  danger¬ 
ous  to  entruft  the  fword  in  the 
hands  of  a  ftaiiding  army' of  na¬ 
tives,  it  ftiould  be  confidered  as 
perfedlly  wife,  legal,  conllitution- 
al,  and  fafe,  to  place  it  in  thofe 
of  foreigners  ? 

It  was  abfolutely  denied  that 
foreign  troops  had  been  brought 
into  the  kingdom  at  anytime  lince 
the  Revolution,  without  the  pre¬ 
vious  confent  of  parliament,  either 
by  an  addrefs,  or  by  feme  former 
treaty  which  it  had  ratified.  Such 
was  the  cafe  of  the  Heffians  in  the 
years  1745  and  1756,  upon  which 
fo  much  weight  had  been  laid  ;  in 
the  firft  inflance,  the  meafure  had 
the  fanflion  of  an  addrefss  from 
both  houfes  to  the  throne  ;  and  in 
the  fecond  it  was  covered  by  an 
exifting  treaty,  which  had  already 
received  the  approbation  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  As  to  the  hiring  of  foreign 
troops,  and  afterwards  prevailing 
on  parliament  to  ratify  the  en¬ 
gagements,  it  did  not  at  all  come 
up  to  the  point  in  queftion,  though 
it  could  be  Ihewn,  that  even  this 
pra6iice  had  in  other  times  been 
an  objeef  of  much  animadverfion 
and  cenfure. 

It  was  fhewn,  that  former  ad- 
miniftrations  had  been  fo  tender 
and  cautious  with  refpedt  to  em¬ 
ploying  foreigners,  and  the  vigi¬ 
lance  and  jealoufy  of  parliament 
upon  that  fubjedl  was  fo  well  un- 
derftoed,  that  in  the  height  of  the 
turbulence,  heat,  and  danger  of 
th'=*  late  war,  when  the  fate  of  em¬ 
pires  feemed  at  flake,'  and  our  an¬ 
nual  levies  for  the  army  and  navy, 
were  not  much  fewer  than  twenty 


thoufand;  yet  in  fuch  a  feafon  of 
urgent  necefiity,  when  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  meafure  did  not  admit 
of  a  doubt,  that  great  ftatefman  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  would  not  ven¬ 
ture  upon  raifing  a  German  regi¬ 
ment  of  40CO  men  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  fervice,  under  any  colour  of 
the  royal  prerogative,  but  waited 
to  go  through  the  formalities,  and 
to  receive  the  fandion  of  an  adl  of 
parliament  far  the  purpofe'l  And 
fuch  precautions  were  taken  at  that 
time  to  fecure  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  fuch  an  attention  paid 
even  to  their  opinions,  that  the 
number  of  foreign  officers  was  li¬ 
mited  to  fifty,  w'hich  was  lefs  than 
one  third  of  the  whole;  the  fol- 
diers  were  alfo  to  be  proteflants,  to 
become  naturalized  fubjedls,  and 
to  take  the  oath  ifl  George  I, 
And  fo  tenacious  was  the  minifler 
and  parliament  then  with  refpedt 
to  the  adl  of  fettlement,  fo  careful 
of  the  fmallefl:  violation,  that  the 
law  which  enabled  the  crown  to 
take  thofe  Germans  into  its  fer¬ 
vice,  provided  that  they  fhould 
ferve  in  America  only,  and  that 
none  of  the  foreign  officers  fhould 
bear  any  commiffion  higher  than 
that  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  So 
far  were  we  then  from  putting  the 
flrong  fortreffesof  this  empire  into 
the  poffeffion  of  foreigners,  that  a 
very  deferving  natur..lizcd  officer 
could  never  arrive  at  the  command 
of  a  regiment  of  his  own  country¬ 
men,  which  he  had  a  principal 
lhare  in  railing  and  forming.  'And 
fo  widely  diherent  >vere  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  modes  of  acting  a  few 
years  back,  from  the  doctrines 
W'hich  are  held  out  at  prefen r. 

They  alfo  ob  ierved,  that  fo 
lately  as  the  year  lyOS  when  the 
crown  thought  an,  augmentation  of 
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the  army  in  Ireland,  from  12000 
to  15000  men  necelTary,  in  order 
thereby  to  ftrengthen  the  foreign 
o-arrifons,  without  leaving  that 
kingdom  defencelefs,  however  ne- 
ceiTary  the  meafure  was,  and  though 
ihelrifh  parliament,  which  was  to 
provide  the  expence,  feconded.  the 
King^s  views,  yet  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  authorifed  at  the  head  of 
that  body  to  make  any  addition 
to  his  forces,  though  of  natural- 
born  fubjedls,  without  the  fanftion 
of  the  Britifh  parliament,  which 
was  accordingly  obtained  by  an  aft 
pafled  for  that  purpofe. 

As  to  what  had  been  repeatedly 
faid,  of  not  (hewing  any  didruft  of 
the  Prince  upon  the  throne,  it  was 
replied,  that  no  diftruft  was  meant 
or  entertained  ;  compliments  were 
not  to  be  thought  of  in  queilions 
of  great  national  concern  ;  nor  a 
precedent  eftablifhed  as  a  matter  of 
compliment,  which  might  prove 
fatal  in  its  confequences  to  the 
rights  of  a  people.  No  Prince 
ever  fat  upon  a  throne  that  de- 
ferved  a  more  unlimited  confi¬ 
dence,  than  our  great*  deliverer 
King  William  ;  yet,  with  all  his 
virtues,  and  all  the  obligations  we 
were  under  to  him,  parliament 
would  not  indulge  him  in  that 
meafure  which  went  fo  near  to  his 
heart,  of  keeping  a  fingle  regiment 
of  Dutch  guards  here.  They  who 
refufed  him  in  that  inftance,  not- 
withftanding  all  his  great  virtues 
and  qualities,  deferve  the  highed 
applaufe  and  honour  for  their  firm- 
nefs  in  fo  doing.  If  they  had  been 
ceremonious,  a  precedent  would 
not  now  have  been  wanting  ;  and 
the  ufage  being  once  eflablifhed, 
would  upon  fome  future  occafion 
be  applied  to  the  moll  dangerous 
purpofes. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  oppofition 
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infilled,  that  the  meafure  was 
highly  illegaland  unconftitutional  ; 
that  it  was  direftly  contrary  both 
to  the  letter  and  fpiritof  the  law  ; 
but  that  if  it  had  militated  with  no 
pofitive  law,  it  would  dill  have 
been  a  total  infraftion,  and  funda¬ 
mentally  fubverfive,  of  the  fird 
principles  of  our  government,  A 
noble  Earl  went  fo  far,  as  to  pro¬ 
nounce  it  decifively,  to  be  high 
treafon  againd  the  conftitution. 

A  great  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
law,  and  Speaker  of  that  houfe, 
gave  up  the  point,  as  to  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca,  not  being  fuppofed 
within  the  kingdom,  in  the  inten¬ 
tion  and  fpirit  of  the  law  ;  he  be- 
fides  allowed  that  the  law  applied 
to  foreigners  ;■  but  judified  the 
meafure  upon  the  fame  principle, 
for  as  America  was  alfo  included 
in  the  defcription  of  within  the 
kingdom,  and  a  rebellion  and  war 
were  now  exiding  there,  fo  the 
operation  of  theBill  of  Rights  mud 
ceafe,  until  peace  was  redored. 

A  noble  Lord,  high  in  office, 
had  moved  the  previous  quedion 
early  in  the  debate,  upon  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  a  bill  of  indemnity 
would  be  brought  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  the  minider,  in 
order  to  remove  the  fcruples,  and 
quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
country  gentlemen.  The  idea  of 
an  aft  of  indemnity,  was  however 
totally  reprobated  by  the  other 
Lords  in  office,  and  the  noble  au¬ 
thor  endeavoured,  as  well  as  he 
could,  to  explain  away  the  fub- 
dance  of  what  he  had  thrown  out 
upon  that  fubjeft.  The  previous 
quedion  being  at  length  put,  it 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  75, 
including  22  proxies,  to  32,  in¬ 
cluding  one  proxy,  who  fupported 
the  motion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  minider 

was 
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was  continually  preffed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  coun¬ 
try  gentlemen,  for  the  Indemnity 
Bill  which  he  had  promifed  to 
bring  in,  and  which  he  did  not 
now  Teem  at  all  difpofed  to  think 
of.  Their  perfeverance,  however, 
brought  him  to  an  explanation, 
that  though  he  was  perfeftly  fatif- 
iied  of  the  legality  of  the  mea- 
fure,  he  had  no  objeclion  to  give 
thofe  gentlemen  fatisfaclion  who 
held  another  opinion,  and  were  ap- 
prehenfive  that  it  might  be  drawn 
Into  a  precedent,  by  concurring 
with  them  in  any  meafure,  which 
might  tend,  as  he  expreffed  it  fa- 
cetioufly,  to  the  prefervation  of 
minillers  heads  upon  their  fhoul- 
ders  ;  but  that  he  had  confulted 
feveral  upon  the  fubjeft,  who 
joined  exaflly  with  himfelf  in  opi¬ 
nion,  that  bills  of  indemnity  were 
only  intended  to  cover  min  id ers 
from  actions  at  law  ;  but  did  not 
at  ail  operate  againft  criminal 
charges,  nor  in  any  degree  bar  an 
impeachment. 

This  opinion  was  by  no  means 
received,  and  it  was  on  the  con¬ 
trary  infilled,  that  bills  of  indem¬ 
nity  were  acls  of  grace  and  favour 
extended  by  parliament  to  mini- 
ffers,  toproteft  them  from  punifh- 
ment  for  thofe  afts  of  illegality 
which  they  might  be  guilty  of 
through  neceffiry,  expediency,  or 
human  infirmity,  where  theinten* 
tion  was  clear,  and  the  operating 
motive  might  be  brought  in  j unifi¬ 
cation,  or  mere  error,  in  allevia¬ 
tion  of  the  crime.  The  minifler 
then  propofed  a  refolution,  by 
which  the  meafure  in  queftion  was 
;^lpplauded  in  nearly  the  terras  of 
the  addrefs,  and  a  hill  farther 
fanclion  given  to  it,  by  declaring 
it  as  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  that 


it  neceffariiy  required  a  greaWr 
degfee  of  difpatch,  than  \Vas  con¬ 
fident  with  waiting  for  the  afleni- 
biing  of  parliament. 

This  propofal  was  fo  diredlly 
the  reverfe  to  the  fatisfaftion  which 
was  demanded,  that  it  was  of  courfe 
rejeCled  ;  not  without  fome  difap- 
probation  of  the  idea,  that  any 
refolution  of  one  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  fhould  be  fee  up  to  encoun¬ 
ter  the  edabliflied  law  of  the  land, 
founded  upon,  and  growing  out  of 
the  conftitution.  The  minifter 
endeavoured  to  remove  this  objec¬ 
tion  by  a  conference  with  the 
Lords,  which  would  render  the 
refolution  the  joint  aCl  of  both 
houfes.  None  of  thefe  propofals 
affording  any  fatisfaclion,  and 
none  better  being  offered,  one  of 
the  country  gentlemen  gave  no¬ 
tice  that  he  would  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  an  aft  of  indemnity.  The 
minifler,  however,  thought  proper 
afterwards  to  take  the  bufinefs 
out  of  his  hands,  and  was  himfelf 
the  mover  to  bring  in  the  propofed 
bill. 

Though  this  was  all  that  was 


wiflied  by  the  country  gentlemen, 
it  by  no  means  fatished  the  oppo- 
fuion,  properly  fo  called,  who 
knew  that  the  bill  would  be  fo  con¬ 
trived,  as  to  appear  rather  an  in¬ 
dulgence  offered  by  the  miniflers 
to  tender  and  fcrupulous  con- 
fciences,  and  was  in  fafl  a  com¬ 
pliment  to  many  of  their  own 
friends,  who  would  wifh  in  fome 
meafure  to  balance  prefent  con¬ 


duct  with  former  profeffions,  than 
as  Including  any  cenfure  upon 
thcmfelves,  acknowledgment  that 
an  indemnity  was  neceffary  to  their 
fecurity,  or  effeflual  condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  meafure  upon  which  it 
was  founded. 


Nov, 
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j  Upon  thefe,  or  fimi- 
Nov.  -jd.  1  ^  j  c-  T 

^  lar  grounds,  bir  James 

Lovvthermade  a  motion.  That  the 
introducing  the  Hanoverian  troops 
into  any  part  of  the  dominions  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  without  the  confent  of 
parliament  firh  had  and  obtained, 
is  contrary  to  law.  The  miniller, 
to  guard  again 11  the  effedls  of  this 
motion,  and  to  detach  the  country 
gentlemen  entirely  from  it,  h^d 
his  bill  of  indemnity  framed  with 
great  difpatch,  andbroughtin  up¬ 
on  that  very  morning. 

As  this  motion  went  direclly 
home  to  the.  quedion  of  law,  the 
charge  in  that  refpedl  was  ftrongly 
fupported,  and  behdes  the  general 
illegalities  which  we  have  already 
feen  attributed  to  the  meafure  in 
quedion,  whether  with  refpedl  to 
the  general  law  of  the  realm,  or 
the  Bill  of  Rights  in  particular,  it 
was  now  affirmed  to  be  diredlly 
contrary  to  that  claufe  in  the 
of  Settlement,  which  fpecially  en- 
adls.  That  no  perfon  born  out  of 
the  kingdoms  of  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  or  Ireland,  or  the  domini¬ 
ons  thereto  belonging,  (although 
he  be  naturalized,  or  made  a  de¬ 
nizen,)  except  fuch  as  are  born  of 
Englifli  parents,  fliall  be  capable 
to  enjoy  any  office,  or  place  of 
truft,  civil  or  military. 

The  application  of  a  claufe 
which  left  ib  little  room  for  doubt 
or  millakc,  was  not  difficult.  It 
was  alked,  whether  the  poffeffion 
of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  were 
not  military  truits  of  the  higheft 
nature  ?  Whether  the  crown  could 
legally  commit  thefe  truds  to  the 
officers  of  France  or  Spain  ?  Was 
there  any  diltinftion  in  point  of 
law,  which  rendered  it  more  legal 
to  commit  the  kevs  of  the  empire 
VoL.  XIX. 


to  the  cudody  of  Hanoverians  than 
Spaniards  ?  The  troops  of  Hano¬ 
ver  are  as  didindl  from  the  troops 
of  this  country,  as  thofe  of  Ruffia, 
The  King  of  Great  Britain  is  alfo 
as  didinft  from  the  Eledlor  of  Ha¬ 
nover  in  every  political  point  of 
view,  as  he  is  from  the  remoteft 
fovereign  in  Chridendom. 

Several  padfages  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  and  Annual  Mutiny  A61, 
were  applied  in  further  proof  of 
the  charge  of  illegality. 

On  the  other  dde,  the  ground 
of  legality,  with  refpebl  to  the 
laws  v/hich  had  pafled  in  confer 
quence  of  the  Revolution,  not  be¬ 
ing  found  tenable,  was  quitted, 
and  new  taken.  One  of  the  law 
officers,  and  feme  other  gentlemen 
on  the  fame  dde,  advanced  and  in- 
dded,  that  it  was  an  indifputable 
prerogative  inherent  in  the  crown, 
to  prote£l  the  public,  which  could 
not  be  done  but  by  arms.  That 
parliament  had  no  means  of  con- 
trouling  this  prerogative,  and  pre» 
venting  any  mifehievous  confe* 
quences,  but  by  withholding  the 
fupplies  which  were  necedary  for 
thefupportof  armies.  That  this 
prerogative  was  coeval  with  the 
inherent  right  in  the  crown  of 
making  peace  and  war,  whicli 
would  not  only  be  nugatory,  but 
an  abfoiute  mockery  without  it  ; 
and  that  it  was  iupported  by  unin¬ 
terrupted  ulage,  thecondanc  exer- 
cife  of  the  right,  from  the  earlieft 
period  of  our  monarchy  to  the  Re¬ 
volution.  That  the  Bill  of  Rights 
created  no  new  law  ;  it  only  af- 
ferted  ancient  ufage,  by,  way  of 
declaration;  confequently,  indead 
of  militating  with  this  inherent 
prerogative,  it  confirms  it,  if  that 
were  wanting;  as  whatever  then 
appeared  to  be  the  ancient  ufage, 

mud: 
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mu  (I  ill'll  continue  to  be  the  law. 
It  damns  and  reprobates  fuch  ar¬ 
mies,  and  in  fuch  circumitan'ces, 
as'  could  not  be  juilified  by  fuch 
uniform  unqueftioned  ufage  ;  but 
no  others;  and  whilf!;  it  lecures 
the  conftitution,  it  does  not  weaken 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  What 
ijvas  the  militia,  before  the  new 
regulation  ?  It  was  an  army,  the 
command  of  which  was  unquefti- 
onably  and  folely  in  the  crown, 
and  fo  declared  to  be  by  adt  of  par¬ 
liament. 

That,  if  there  could  be  any  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  with  refpedl  to 
the  prerogative,  in  the  extent  now 
laid  down,  Hill  there  could  not  be 
a  colour  cf  objedlion,  with  regard 
to  the  meafure  now  attempted  to 
Be  cenfured  ;  for,  however  the 
general  right  of  the  crown  might 
be  difputed,  the  particular  right 
of  placing  garrifons  in  the  King’s 
fortrelTes,  whether  within  or  with¬ 
out  the  realm,  had  never  been 
queftioned,  even  in  times  of  the 
greateft  popular  licentioufnefs.  In 
fu'pport  of  this  poiition,  inftances 
were  given  of  the  garrifon  kept  in 
Calais  for  above  two  hundred 
years,  and  of  that  at  Tangier,  du¬ 
ring  the  greater  part  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Second,  in  neither 
of  which,  was  parliament  ever 
confulted,  or  did  it  ever  pretend 
to  interfere  :  at  home,  the  in¬ 
ftances  were  more  numerous,  and 
in  the  fame  predicament  ;  for 
which  the  garrifons  formerly  main¬ 
tained,  in  Newcaftle,  Berwick, 
Portfmouth.  the  Marches,  and 
Cinque  Ports,  were  brought  in 
proof.  All  danger  from  fuch  gar¬ 
rifons  to  the  conftitution  is  guard¬ 
ed  by  the  clear'line  that  is  drawn. 
For  the  moment  the  troops  quit 
the  garrifon  towns,  or  are  kept  up 
in  any  other  manner  than  bona  fide 


for  that  garrifon  ufe,  they  become 
illegal  ;  and  thofe  who  thus  keep 
up  or  employ  them,  are  anfwer- 
abie  with  their  heads  for  the 
abufe, 

TlicTe  arguments,  inftead  of  fa- 
tisfying  the  oppolition,  gave  them 
new  ground  of  complaint.  They 
denied  the  legal  force  of  any  ufage 
contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  conftitu  tion.  Otherwife 
all  ancient  arbitrary  proceedings, 
for  which  there. were  but  too  many 
precedents,  would  become  foun-r 
dations  for  our  lav/s.  They  faid, 
that  the  ancient  armies  of  the 
crown,  were  compofed  of  thofe 
who  ferved  by  virtue  of  their  te¬ 
nure,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for 
particular  fervices  ;  to  which  the 
King  was  intitled  in  common  with 
the  inferior  Lords,  in  right  of  pro¬ 
perty  and  tenure.  That  from  the 
abolition  of  the  military  tenures, 
the  crown  had  no  conftitutional 
military  force  whatever,  except 
what  was  granted  by  parliament. 
That  an  army  was  a  thing  totally 
different  from  the  occafional  call 
on  the  fubjedi  for  his  own  defence 
agaiafi;  an  aiiual  invafion.  The 
legal  power  of  the  crown,  how¬ 
ever,  with  regard  to  the  militia, 
was  by  no  means  clear,  until  an 
aft  was  formed  for  that  purpofe, 
though  there  was  no  doubt  made  as, 
the  fupreme  command,  when¬ 
ever  it  was  legally  called  forth  and 
afted.  That  the  ancient  garri¬ 
fons  were  by  tenures  and  caftle 
guard  as  other  fervices  were,  and 
did  no  way  refemble  regular  troops. 
They  laughed  at  what  they  called 
the  new  diftinftion  of  garrifons, 
which  might  legally  form  a  mili¬ 
tary  chain  about  the  extremities  of 
the  kingdom,  and  were  to  be  held 
thereby  words.  If  any  army  could 
be  kept  there  by  prerogative,  they 

wouldi 
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would  not  alk  leave-  of  law  to  en¬ 
large  their  quarters. 

As  to  the  precedent  with  rerpe<5l 
to  foreign  garrifons,  it  was  ob- 
lerved,  that  Calais  was  the  laft 
remnant  of  thofe  vafl;  pofleiTions 
which  our  kings  held  of  their  own 
right  in  France  ;  that  they  claimed 
the  crown  and  the  whole  kingdom 
by  lineal  defcent;  and  that,  con- 
fequently,  the  Englifh  parliament 
had  no  more  to  do  with  the  King’s 

O 

government  of  France,  than  they 
have  now  with  his  government  of 
Hanover.  As  to  Dunkirk  and 
Tangier,  Charles  the  Second,  who 
kept  garrifons  in  thofe  places, 
maintaified  an  army  within  the 
kingdom  contrary  to  law.  It  was 
one  of  thofe  great  and  dangerous 
infradions  of  the  conftitution, 
which  the  Revolution  was  intended 
to  cure.  He  alfo  fold  Dunkirk  to 
France.  Will  that  now  be  drawn 
into  precedent  f 

Notvvithftanding  the  firmnefs 
with  which  the  crown  lawyers  and 
minifters  defended  in  debate  a  very 
qualified  fenfe  of  the  words  in  the 
declaration  of  rights,  and  of  courfe 
a  very  high,  and  not  very  clearly 
defined  prerogative  in  the  crown, 
with  regard  to  garrifons  and  ar¬ 
mies,  they  did  not  however 
think  proper  to  give  it  a  further 
fandtion  and  confirmation,  by  put¬ 
ting  a  dired  negative  upon  the 
motion,  which  would  have  been 
tantamount  to  a  refolution,  and 
confequently  eftablifh  the  dodrine 
in  debate^  fo  far  as  that  houfe  was 
capable.  Inftead  of  this,  the  pre¬ 
vious  queilion  was  put,  and  the 
motion,  accordingly,  indiredly 
loft,  by  a  majority  of  203,  to  81, 
by  whom  it  was  fupported.  Thus 
was  this  great  queftion,  of  no 
fmall  legal  and  conftitutional  ira- 
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portance,  left  open  and  undecided, 
to  be  perhaps  refumed  at  fome  fu-* 
ture  period. 

A  new  militia  bill  having  been 
brought  in,  in  confequence  of  a 
paftage  which  w'e  have  already 
feen  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
confiderable  debates  arofe  upon 
the  fecond  reading  of  it,  which 
happened  on  the  day  preceding 
the  motion  we  have  j uft  mentioned. 
The  principal  objedion  made  to 
this  bill,  was  the  prodigious  ad¬ 
ditional  power  with  which  it  arm- 
ed  the  crown,  the  King  being  en¬ 
abled  by  it  to  draw  out  the  militia, 
in  cafe  of  a  rebellion  in  any  part 
of  the  empire.  This  was  faid  to 
be,  in  fad,  empowering  the 
crown  to  draw  the  militia  out 
whenever  it  thought  fit,  as  a  pre¬ 
tence  could  never  be  wanting  for 
the  purpofe,  while  there  was  a 
black  Carib  remaining  in  St.  Vin- 
cent’s,  a  runaway  Negro  in  the 
mountains  of  Jamaica,  or  a  Hindoo 
Rajah  left  on  the  coaft  of  Coro¬ 
mandel. 

The  bill  was  faid  to  be  entirely 
fubverfive  of  every  idea  of  a  con¬ 
ftitutional  militia,  which  fliould  be 
merely  local,  and  calculated  only 
for  internal  and  domeftic  defence. 
That  the  prefent  militia  was 
formed  under  the  exprefs  condition 
of  not  being  called  out,  except  in 
cafes  of  invafion,  rebellion,  or  an. 
imminent  dariger  of  either,  in  the 
kingdom  ;  but  by  this  bill,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  a  miniftcr  to  em¬ 
body  the  militia  whenever  he 
pleafes  ;  and  as  they  are  then  im¬ 
mediately  within  the  Mutiny  Ad, 
they  are  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes,  whether  they  wdll  or  no, 
converted  at  once  into  a  regular 
ftanding  army. 

It  was  urged  with  great  fe verity, 
[F]  2  that 
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that  this  bill  was  rounding  and 
compleating  that  fyltem  which  had 
for  fome  years  been  uniformly  pur- 
fued,  of  rendering  the  crown  to¬ 
tally  independent  of  the  people, 
and  placing  them  ntiked  and  de- 
fencelefs  in  its  power.  In  fup- 
port  of  this  alTertion,  befides  the 
general  indances,  of  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  our  military  peace  efta- 
blilhment  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  the  continually  growing  and 
dangerous  influence  obtained  by 
multiplying  places  and  penfions, 
were  reckoned,  the  great  weight 
thrown  into  the  preponderating 
fcale  of  the  crown,  by  the  Royal 
Marriage  Bill  ;  the  inordinate 
power  obtained  by  a  violation  of 
all  the  rights  of  the  Eaft-India 
company  ;  the  violent  attempt  of 
extending  the  prerogative  to  the 
levying  of  money  upon  the  fubjeft 
by  proclamation,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  four  and  half  per  cent,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  every  poflible  obltacle  thrown 
in  the  way  of  juftice,  has  at  length 
been  condemned  by  our  courts  of 
law  ;  with  the  further  breaches  in 
our  old  form  of  government,  and 
the  unufual  powers  granted  by  the 
Quebec  Aft,  and  the  Bofton  Fort 
Bill  ;  and  the  deflgn  to  overawe  us 
into  a  fubmiftion  to  any  meafures, 
by  the  introduftion  of  a  foreign 
force.  They  faid,  that  every  mea- 
fure  adopted,  and  every  incident 
which  occurred  in  the  prefen t  trou¬ 
bles,  whether  favourable  or  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  government,  was  con¬ 
verted  to  the  furtherance  of  that 
deflgn.  And  that  adminiftration 
was  now  evidently  taking  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  fituation  of  public 
aflairs,  tp  bring  the  people  by  the 
prefent  bill  under  martial  law,  and 
to  add  that  law  to  the  prerogative. 


They  concluded,  that  no  perfon 
who  attentively  confidered  the 
quick  fucceflion  of  thefe  meafures 
within  fo  fhort  a  period,  could 
have  a  doubt  remaining  concern¬ 
ing  their  deflgn. 

On  the  other  fide,  all  thofe 
dangers  to  the  conftirution  which 
it  was  fuppofed  might  arife  from 
the  brH,  and  the  evil  purpofes  to 
which  it  might  be  .  applied,  were 
reprefented  as  purely  chimerical, 
and  as  impolTible  in  the  nature  of 
things  ever  to  be  realized.  What 
minifter  would  run  the  rifque  of 
his  head  by  calling  out  the  militia 
of  England,  under  the  pretext  of 
a  riot  in  Bengal,  or  a  difturbance 
in  any  other  remote  part  of  the 
King’s  dominions?  Muft  he  not 
face  parliament  to  account  for  his 
conduft  ?  Would  the  trifling 
caufes  which  have  been  fuppofed, 
be  accepted  as  a  juftification,  for 
exciting  fuch  an  alarm,  and  can- 
fing  fuch  expence  and  trouble  to 
the  nation  ?  An  impeachment 
muft  be  the  inevitableconfequence, 
and  the  alternative  of  a  rriad-houfe, 
or  a  fcalfold,  the  final  refult,  in 
cafe  of  a  conduft  fo  replete  with 
folly  and  danger.  That  poflible 
abufes  were  ,ro  arguments  againft: 
neceflary  powers  ;  but  that  the 
abufes  here  predifted  were  fcarcely 
within  poftibility. 

A  militia  was  the  great  conftltu- 
tional  defence  of  a  free  country. 

It  had  always  been  called  for  in. 
oppofltion  to  a  ftanding  army,  by 
the  moft  celebrated  patriots ;  by 
thofe  who  were  the  moft  jealous 
of  the  powers  of  the  crown,  and 
the  moft  zealous  fticklers  for  the 
rights  of  the  people  As  there 
was  a  neceflity  in  a  great  national 
conteft,  of  lending  the  regular  * 
forces  abroad  to  fupport  the  rights 
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of  the  crown,  and  of  the  people, 
fome  mode  of  home  fecuritv  and 
defence  muft  be  adopted  in  their 
abfence.  What  other  could  have 
been  found  fo  proper,  and  fo  con' 
ftitutional  as  the  prefent?  Would 
thofe  who  ftigmatize  the  meafure 
of  fending  a  few  battalions  of 
Ha  noverians  (who  though  foreign¬ 
ers,  are  the  King’s  fubjecfls,  and 
of  courfe  our  natural  friends)  to 
llrengthen  the  garrifons  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  and  Minorca,  would  they 
recommend  the  introdudlion  of  fo¬ 
reigners  into  England,  or  would 
they  wifh,  that  our  ports,  our 
docks,  the  capital,  and  the  king¬ 
dom  itielf,  iliould  be  open  to  the 
enterprize,  and  fubje£l  to  the 
mercy,  of  any  inifidious  enemy  that 
might  chufe  to  take  an  advantage 
of  our  defencelefs  fituation  ?  Could 
any  thing  be  m  )re  pleafing  to  Eng- 
lifhmen,  than  that  the  defence  of 
their  country  fhould  reft  upon 
themfelves  only  ?  Or  could  his 
Majefty  give  a  more  linking  in- 
ftance  of  the  unbounded  confidence 
which  he  placed  in  their  zeal,  af- 
fedlion,  and  loyalty,  than  by  re- 
pofing  the  protection  of  his  crown, 
perfon,  and  kingdom,  in  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  England  ? 

This  debate  was  by  degrees 
drawn  off  from  the  main  fubjecl  to 
that  of  the  late  addreffes  to  the 
throne  ;  a  matter  which  had  been 
continually  agitated  fince  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  leflion,  and  which  now 
produced  more  warm  animadver- 
fton,  and  pointed  altercation,  than 
any  other  which  occurred  in  its 
courfe.  Befides  the  general  cen- 
fure  which  the  cppolition  palfed 
upon  thefe  pieces  of  minifterial 
craft  and  manufacture,  (which  they 
afleCted  to  tall  and  confider  them,) 
for  the  indecency  and  fcurrility  of 


their  language,  the  falfehood  of 
their  charges,  and  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  their  implications  and 
threats,  an  addrefs  from  the  firft; 
battalion  of  Devonfhire  militia,  in 
which  they  made  a  tender  of  their 
perfonal  fervice  againft  all  internal 
enemies,  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  the  matter  home  to  the 
prefent  queftion,  by  fhewing  the 
danger  of  intrufting  the  fword  to  a 
militia  upon  the  new  conftruClion, 
when  a  part  even  of  the  old,  which 
feemed  more  immediately  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  was  fo  ma- 
naged,  as  wantonly  to  propofe  its 
application  to  the  moll  fatal  pur- 
pofes. 

That  thofe  who  were  entrufted 
with  arms  by  the  conftitution  for 
purpofes  'of  national  defence,  were 
to  ule  them  only  in  the  mannerpre- 
fcribed,  and  unden  the  powers  or¬ 
dained  by  that  authority.  They 
were,  as  a  militia,  to  hold  no 
opinion  as  to  time  or  place,  htnefs 
or  ncceffity  ;  they  were  to  obey 
the  orders  which  they  received, 
not  to  fay  what  thofe  orders  fhould 
be  ;  they  were  to  fecond  and  fup- 
port  the  execution  of  the  law,  not 
to  declare  what  was  the  law  ; 
much  lefs  to  diClate  in  great  poli¬ 
tical  and  legiflative  quellions. 
Tliefc  gentlemen,  they  faid,  come 
uncalled,  with  drawn  fwords  in 
their  hands,  to  make  a  tender  of 
them  ;  againft  whom  are  thefe 
fwords  to  be  employed .?  not  againft 
the  natural  enemies  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  nor  even  againft  their  unfor¬ 
tunate  fellow-fubjeCls  in  America; 
but  againft  internal  enemies ;  that 
is,  againft  all  thole  throughout  the 
kingdom,  who  happen  to  differ 
with  them  in  political  opinion  ; 
and  more  immediately  and  parti¬ 
cularly  againft  thofe  gentlemen, 
[T]  3  who 
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who  in  fulfilling  their  duty  to  God 
and  their  country,  have  unremit¬ 
tingly  flrove  in  parliament,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  moil  unnatural  and  ruinous 
civil  Vv'ar. 

To  thefe  fevere  fin'flures  it  was 
replied,  that  the  public  addreffes 
from  London  and  Middlefex  to  the 
electors  and  freeholders  of  Eng¬ 
land,  rendered  it  necefiary  for 
thofe  who  were  well  affedted  to  go¬ 
vernment  to  rm^ke  as  public  an 
avowal  of  their  fentiments  and 
principles,  thereby  to  vindicate  the 
charafter  of  the  nation,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  Majefiy,  and  the  world 
at  large,  from  being  deceived,  with 
refpe^  to  the  general  difpofuicn 
of  the  people.  That  letters  from 
a  fociety  in  London,  which  called 
itfelf  conjiitutlnnal,  had  been  circu¬ 
lated  with  great  induldry,  recom¬ 
mending  to  the  people  to  enterinto 
alfociations  in  the  dilFerent  coun¬ 
ties  and  towns,  and  citing  as  an 
example,  and  afligning  as  a  mo¬ 
tive,  the  fuccefs  which  had  attend¬ 
ed  fuch  a  practice  in  bringing 
about  the  Revolution,  That  plain 
country  gentlemen,  who  do  not 
trouble  themfelves  much  with  nice 
diitindlions,  and  are  not  at  all 
vcrfed  in  fubtilties,  thought  that 
nothing  lefs  could  be  intended  by 
thefe  propofals  than  another  Re¬ 
volution;  and  that  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  the  officers  of  the  firft 
regiment  of  Devonlhire  militia, 
not  only  thought  it  jull.ifiable,  but 
highly  neceffary,  to  make  a  public 
profeffion  of  their  loyalty  and  af- 
fedlion  to  the  fovereign,  attach¬ 
ment  to  government,  and  refolu- 
tion  to  defend  both.  That  it  was 
a  new  doftrine,  and  peculiar  to  the 
prefent  times,  to  confider  loyalty, 
and  an  attachment  to  the  conftitu- 
lion  and  government,  as  crimes,  or 


the  profeffion  of  them,  as  deferving 
ccnfure. 

The  queilion  being  at  length  put 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Militia  Bill,  it  was  carried  upon 
a  dlvifion  by  the  vaft  majority  of 
259,  to  50  only,  who  oppofed  the 
meafure. 

A  debate  arofe  about  T.-r  n 
,  .  -  ,  Nov.  lit. 

the  lame  time,  on  lay¬ 
ing  the  army  cfiimates  for  the  en- 
fuing  year  before  the  houfe,  the 
oppofition  preffing  very  clofeiy  for 
information,  as  to  the  number, 
condition,  and  fituation  of  the 
troops  now  in  America,  whillt  the 
minifters,  as  ufual  in  this  bufinefs, 
refufed  the  fatisfadion  required. 
This  occafioned  a  motion.  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  houfe  an 
account  of  the  laft  returns  of  the 
number  of  effieftive  men,  in  the 
feveral  regiments  and  corps  in  his 
Majefty’s  fervice,  ferving  in  North 
America,  together  with  a  ftate  of 
the  Tick  and  wounded  ;  difiinguifh- 
ing  the  feveral  places  where  the 
faid  troops  are  ftationed. 

This  motion  was  ooDofed  as  be- 

1  i. 

ing  unfupported  by  precedent  ; 
and  that  the  calling  for  the  returns 
of  an  army  in  time  of  war,  by  a 
refolution  of  the  houfe,  would 
efiablilh  one  highly  inconvenient 
and  dangerous.  That  the  return 
of  an  army,  includes  the  mod;  ac¬ 
curate  and  authentic  account  of 
every  particular  relative  to  it. 
Could  it  be  proper  or  fafe  to  pub- 
lilh  fuch  a  date,  to  furniih  fuch 
information,  while  the  enemy  was 
in  the  field  ?  while  he  was  in  a 
date  to  convert  Inch  intelligence  to 
the  highed  advantage?  No  mi- 
niders  could  pretend  to  carry  on 
the  public  bufinefs,  if  any  gentle¬ 
man  had  a  right  to  demand  and 
obtaiu  fuch  information.  Jf  liii- 

niders 
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nifters  a6l  badly,  they  (hould  be 
turned  out  of  their  places ;  and 
not  to  ruin  the  public  fervice,  and 
deftroy  all  confidence  in  them  while 
in  office,  by  calling  for  improper 
accounts. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  afferted, 
that  a  precedent  was  fo  tar  from 
being  wanting,  that  it  was  to  be 
found  jult  at  hand,  and  no  longer 
ajjo  than  the  affair  of  the  Caribs 
at  St.  Vincent’s.  That  informa¬ 
tion  was  now  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary,  as  it  was  acknowledged  that 
the  officers  of  the  crown  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  deceived  themfelves, 
and  deceived  parliament,  for  want 
of  it.  That  the  pretence  of  dan¬ 
ger,  from  the  enemy’s  becoming 
maker  of  our  fecrets,  was  too  ri¬ 
diculous  to  deferve  a  ferious  an- 
fwer.  Could  any  body  be  weak 
enough  to  imagine,  that  the  re¬ 
turns  of  three  months  Handing 
from  America,  and  received  from 
this  by  Wafhington  three  months 
hence,  could  afford  him  any  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  the  army  at 
Bollon  ?  He  has  them  every  day 
under  his  eye.  But  it  is  not 
from  the  enemy,  they  faid,  but 
from  parliament,  that  the  true 
Hate  of  the  troops  is  to  be  with¬ 
held. 

How  can  w'e  uretend  to  iudg-e  of 

t  JO 

the  propriety  or  fufficiency  of  the 
eitimates  for  future  fervice,  of  the 
number  of  new  forces  which  we 
ffiould  vote  for,  without  knowing 
the  Hate  of  thole  which  we  have 
already.^  Bur,  faid  they,  was  the 
fair  truth  to  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  the  demands  of  minillers 
v^ould  be  found  inconfifient  with 
the  favfts  they  produced.  This  was 
the  cafe  iaft  fefiion  ;  they  kept  back 
all  information,  and  impoled  on 
the  houfe,  in  order  to  get  the  cry 
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of  the  people  before  the  extent  of 
the  evil  was  known.  The  quekioti 
being  then  put,  was  rejedfed  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  170, 
to  63,  who  fupported  the  motion. 

A  motion  was  then  made  from, 
the  Admiralty  in  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  that  2§,coo  feamen, 
including  6,665  fliould 

be  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  en- 
fuing  year.  This  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  general  outline  of  the 
fervices  to  which  the  navy  fhould 
be  applied  ;  particularly,  that  the 
fleet  on  the  North- American  fta- 
tion  fhouid  amount  to  feventy- 
eight  fail.  One  of  the  firfl:  and 
rnofl  diliinguiffied  of  our  naval 
commanders  oppofed  this  motion, 
as  the  force,  he  faid,  was  much  too 
great  for  a  peace  eflablifliment,  and 
totally  inadequate  to  a  war.  He 
fhewed,  that  the  number  of  fhips 
deflgned  for  the  American  fervice, 
would  demand  fo  great  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  complement  of  feamen 
propofed,  that  our  coafts  at  home 
mull  be  left  naked  and  defencelefs, 
in  a  feafon  of  fuch  imminent  peril 
and  danger,  or  that  our  Well- J ndia 
jflands,  and  'all  other  dikant  ier- 
vices,  tnuk  be  wholly  abandoned. 
He  aifo  arraigned,  in  the  mok  un¬ 
equivocal  terms,  the  prefen t  go¬ 
vernment  and  condufl  of  our  naval 
affairs,  which  he  reprefented  to  be 
fuch  as  not  only  merited  much  re- 
prehenfion,  but  an  immediate 
change  of  fykem,  to  prevent  the 
mok  dangerous  confequenccs, 

Adminikration  defended  itfelf 
upon  the  circumkances  of  the  time 
which  required  a  great  fleet  in 
America  ;  while  the  liate  of  affairs 
in  i^.urope  did  not  call  for  the  fame 
exertion  at  home.  The  profefli- 
ons  of  the  neighbouring  courts 
were  pacific  and  friendlyj  and 
[TJ  4  what 
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what  was  of  more  weight  than  pro- 
feflions,  their  armaments  were  not 
unufual  or  confiderable.  It  was 
not  fitting  to  alarm  them  by 
unneceflary  preparations,  which 
would  juftify  them  in  arming  on 
their  fide  ;  and  thus,  by  an  inju¬ 
dicious  fiiew  of  apprehenfion,  we 
might  be  brought  in  to  real  danger, 
and  certain  expence.  That  the 
guard-fhips  were  fo  many,  fo  well 
appointed,  and  on  a  Ihort  notice 
could  be  fowell  manned,  as  to  be 
much  fuperior  to  what  any  other 
power  could  bring  againft  us. 
This  would  keep  us  in  a  refped- 
able  fituation,  without  overllrain- 
jng  our  national  refources. 

t  A  few  days  after,  a  gen- 
'  *  tleman  in  oppofition  made 

a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefiy,  that  'the  commillioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a£l  in  America,  for  the 
purpofes  held  out  in  the  fpeech, 
Ihould  be  authorized  to  receive 
propofals  for  conciliation,  from 
any  general  convention,  congrefs 
or  other  colledive  body,  that  fhould 
be  found  to  convey  the  fentiments 
of  one  or  more  of  the  continental 
colonies,  fufpending  all  enquiry 
into  the  legal  or  illegal  forms  un¬ 
der  which  fuch  colony  or  colonies 
may  be  difpofed  to  treat ;  as  the 
moft  elFedual  means  to  prevent  the 
effufion  of  blood,  and  to  reconcile" 
the  honor  and  permanent  intereft 
of  Great  Britain  with  the  requifi- 
tions  of  his  Majefty’s  American 
fubjedts.” 

The  gentleman  introduced  his 
motion  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he 
fhewed  from  a  number  of  authori¬ 
ties  both  in  the  ancient  and  modern 
part  of  our  hiftory,  that  it  was 
not  only  cuftomary  with  the  crown 
to  treat  with  conventions  of  the 
people,  which  were  alTembled 


without  any  of  the  legal  forms ;  but 
that  fuch  afiemblies,  in  the  name 
and  under  the  authority  of  the 
people,  had  feveral  times  difpofed 
of  the  crown  itfelf,  a  right  which 
our  Kings  Klly  acknowledged,  by 
moil;  thankfully  receiving  it  at 
their  hands. 

From  thefe  and  various  other 
precedents  he  argued  and  inferred, 
that  it  w^as  no  diminution  of  dig¬ 
nity  in  the  crown  or  parliament  to 
treat  with  the  American  conven¬ 
tion,  under  whatever  forms  or  de¬ 
nominations  they  were  held.  And 
in  further  fupport  of  his  pofition, 
brought  the  remarkable  inftance  of 
the  moft  powerful  and  arbitrary 
monarch  in  Europe,  Lewis  the 
XIVth,  who  did  not  difdain  to 
enter  into  and  conclude  a  treaty 
negociated  by  two  Marftials  of 
France,  with  a  contemptible  hand¬ 
ful  of  rebellious  Cevennois,  and 
their  leader,  the  fon  of  a  baker, 
whofe  name  is  perpetuated  to  po- 
fterity,  by  being  fubfciibed  to  the 
fame  inftrument  which  bears  the 
fionature  of  the  haughty  Lewis. 

The  njotion  was  feconded,  but 
produced  little  or  no  debate.  It 
y/as  faid,  in  general,  that  peace 
was,  much  to  be  wifhed  for;  but 
that  the  entering  into  any  treaty 
with  the  Congrefs,  would  be  an 
acknowledgment  of  its  being  a 
legal  aftembly,  which  muft,  of 
courfe,  determine  the  whole  quef- 
tion  of  difpute  in  favour  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  For  if  that  meeting  was  le¬ 
gal,  our  whole  conduft  muft  have 
been  a  courfe  of  injuftice.  That 
it  was  more  confonant  with  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  parliament  to  find  fome 
other  method  ;  that  by  waiting  a 
little,  fuch  an  opportunity  might 
offer;  and  that,  atworft,  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  apply  to  this  as 
z  the 
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the  laft  refort.  The  queftion  being 
put,  it  paffed  in  the  negative  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 

On  the  following  day,  the 
minilter  in  the  war  depart¬ 
ment  laid  the  eftimates  of  the  land- 
fervice  for  the  enfuing  year  before 
the  Committee  of  Supply.  Thefe 
eftimates  exceeded  two  millions, 
including  the  ftafF,  the  difterence 
between  the  Englifh  and  Iriih  elia- 
blilhment  in  the  pay  of  the  latter, 
the  pay  of  the  five  Flanoverian  bat¬ 
talions,  near  ioo,oool.  levy-mo¬ 
ney,  and  the  extraordinary  unpro¬ 
vided  expences  of  the  ordnance  in 
the  preceding  year,  which,  not- 
withftanding  the  limited  fphere  of 
fervice,  amounted  to  223,655!. 
His  Lordfhip  lliewed,  that  the 
whole  force  appointed  for  the  land- 
fervice,  abroad  and  at  home,  would 
amount  to  about  55,000  men,  of 
which  upwards  of  25,000  would  be 
employed  in  America.  He  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  though  this  was 
the  general  arrangement,  he  was 
forry  to  fay  it  was  only  on  paper, 
for  that  fcarcely  any  of  the  corps 
were  completed  to  their  full  com¬ 
plement,  He  faid,  that  no  means 
had  been  untried  to  remedy  this 
defeft.  That  the  bounty  had  been 
raifed,  and  the  ftandard  lowered  ; 
attempts  had  been  made  to  enlift 
Jrilh  Roman  Catholics,  and  to  in¬ 
corporate  foreigners  ftnglyinto  the 
Britilh  regiments  ;  but  all  failed 
of  the  expefted  efifedl,  and  the  re¬ 
cruiting  fervice  ftill  went  on  very 
flowly.  He  endeavoured  to  oovi- 
ate  the  popular  obfervation  which 
had  been  fo  often  repeated,  and 
he  knew  would  be  now  renewed, 
that  the  difficulty,  or  rather  im- 
praflicability  of  procuring  men, 
proceeded  from  the  abhorrence, 
with  which  the  people  in  general 
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regarded  the  prefent  odious  civil 
war.  He  mentioned  feveral  caufes 
for  this  flacknefs,  but  refted  chie  fly 
on  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  our  ma- 
nufadures,  (notwithftanding  the 
predidions  of  oppolition)  which, 
whilft  it  brought  a  temporary  di- 
ftrefs  on  the  fervice,  was  a  proof  of 
the  real  ftrength  of  the  kingdom, 
and  its  ability  fully  to  fupport  this 
or  any  war. 

He  alfo  threw  out,  without  pre¬ 
tending,  however,  to  any  abfolute 
authority,  that  every  idea  of  taxing 
America,  was  now  entirely  given, 
up  ;  and  th  at  the  only  remaining 
confideration  was  to  fecure  the 
conftitutional  dependency  of  that 
country.  That  this  could  only  be 
efteded  by  fuch  a  condud,  as 
fhevved  the  raoft  determined  refo- 
lution  of  maintaining  our  conftitu¬ 
tional  rights,  and  that  for  this 
purpofe  it  was  intended  to  fend 
out  fuch  an  armament,  as  would  be 
fufficient  to  enforce  them,  if  Ame¬ 
rica  (hould  ftill  perfift  in  her  difo- 
bedience.  That  this  armament 
would  be  attended  with  commiffi- 
oners,  who  ftiould  be  furnifhed  with 
powers  to  accommodate  matters  ; 
and  that  a  great  military  officer, 
who  flood  high  in  the  efteem  both 
of  his  fovereign  and  the  nation, 
v/as  intended  to  be  the  firft  com- 
miffioner. 

Some  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
as  well  as  the  oppofuion  in  gene¬ 
ral,  were  much  diiTatisfied  at  not 
being  able  to  obtain  any  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  minifter  relative  to 
his  intended  operations,  whether 
with  refped  to  the  meafures  for 
bringing  about  an  accommodation, 
or  for  the  profecution  of  the  war. 
The  former  faid,  they  voted  with 
him  for  the  militia  and  the  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  navy,  in  a  firm 

perfuafion. 
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perfoafion,  and  underHanding  it  a-s 
a  matter  of  courfe,  that  before  the 
remaining  fupplies  were  grantedj 
'he  would  have  laid  his  plan  before 
the  houfe.  That  if  they  had  not 
thought  fo,  they  would  not  have 
given  their  fupport  to  meafures-, 
.which  it  feemed  now  they  were  not 
to  be  acquainted  with.  That  it 
looked  as  if  it  were  meant  that 
they  fhouid  vote  the  ehrmates  hril) 
and  hear  the  reafons  afterwards ; 
or  in  other  words,  that  the  houfe 
flioald  beein  with  a  diviiion,  and 
end  with  a  debate.  They  faid, 
that  in  looking  for  information, 
they  did  not  mean  a  few  fcraps  of 
garbled  and  mutilated  papers ;  but 
that  verbal  and  official  informa¬ 
tion^  which  they  thought  it  the 
Bjinifters  duty  to  impart  to  parlia¬ 
ment.  That  it  was  particularly 
iieceffary  they  ffiould  receive  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  perfons  who  were 
to  be  appointed  as  Commiffioners 
in  America,  and  the  nature  and 
extent  of  their  eommiffion,  that 
parliament  might  be  enabled  to 
judge,  whether  they  were  men  fit 
to  be  entrufted  with  fo  important 
a  nepfociation,  and  whether  the 
terms  they  carried  out,  were  con¬ 
fident  with  the  dignity  of  Great- 
Britain  to  offer,  and  the  intereil  cf 
the  Americans  to  receive. 

One  of  the  country  gentlemen 
was  fo  earned  in  this  defire  of  in¬ 
formation,  and  fo  picqued  at  find¬ 
ing  no  difpofition  in  the  minider 
to  give  the  fatisfaftion  which  he 
required,  that  he  attempted  to 
break  up  the  committee  witbou.t 
its  coming  to  any  refoiution,  by 
moving^,  that  the  chairman 
ihould  quit  the  chair,’*  which  was 
feconded  by  another  gentleman  un¬ 
der  the  fame  defeription. 

Though  the  minider  did  npt 


think  it  prudent,  or  was  not  pre-r 
pared  to  give  any  direfl  or  expli¬ 
cit  anfwer,  he,  however,  thought 
it.neceffary  to  do  fomething  to  keep 
that  party  in  temper.  He  faid, 
that  the  eommiffion  to  be  fent^ 
would  be  in  conformity  to  the  in¬ 
timation  given  from  the  throne  ; 


that  the- gentlemen  need  not  make 


themfeives  uneafv,  under  the  ap- 

prehenfion  that  any  treaty  of  con- 

cedion  would  be  aereed  to  without 

the  confent  of  parliament  ;  but 

that  it  would  be  neceffarv  to  know 

«• 

upon  what  grounds,  the  Anicricans 
would  treat,  before  the  powers 
fufficient  to  ratify  what  the  Com¬ 
miffioners  might  think  expedient, 
were  derived  from  parliament. 
When  the  terms  that  America  was 
willing  to  fubmit  to,  were  in  a 
date  proper  to  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  that,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  the  proper  time  to  take  the  ferife 
of  parliament  on  previous  commu¬ 
nications,  and  leave  it  to  judge  of 
the  alternative,  whether  the  offers 
of  America  could  be  accepted  with 
honour,  or  whether  wc  ought  to 
reduce  them  to  a  date  of  obedi¬ 
ence,  however  didicult  or  hazard¬ 
ous  the  undertaking. 

In  the  further  profecution  .of  the 
fubjedi,  the  oppofition  iufided, 
that  the  edimates  were  under-rated 
in  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  afford  no 
clue  whereby  to  form  any  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  extent  of  theexpences. 
That  the  propofed  force  of  25,000 
men,  was  totally  inadequate  to  the 
purpofes  of  abfolute  coercion. 
This  was  fupported  by  the  opinion 
of  a  great  general  officer,  who  had 
long  been  in  adminidration,  and 
who  declared  it  in  the  mod  unre- 
ferved  terms ;  the  other  military 
gentlemen  prefent  were  called  upon 
to  declare  their  diffent,  if  they 

thought 
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thought  otherwife ;  but  they  all 
continued  filent.  The  mixt  fy- 
llem  of  war  and  conciliation  was 
reprefented  as  highly  improper. 
The  meafure  adopted,  whether  of 
peace  or  war,  fhould  be  clear,  fim- 
ple,  and  decided,  not  involved  in 
doubt,  perplexity,  and  darknefs. 
If  war  was  refolved,  and  it  was  de¬ 
termined  to  compel  America  to 
fubmiffion,  let  the  means  of  coer¬ 
cion  be  fuch,  as  will,  to  a  moral 
certainty,  infure  fuccefs.  The 
force  employed  muft  be  able  to 
command  terms,  or  it  does  no¬ 
thing.  If  on  the  contrary,  peace 
is  really  wifhed  for,  and  terms  of 
conciliation  are  to  be  propofed, 
your  propofitions  ought  to  be  fo 
clear  as  to  be  obvious  to  every 
common  underllanding,  and  fd 
fimple  as  to  baffle  the  powers  of 
chicanery. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  faid,- 
that  the  force  propofed,  when  its 
operations  were  dlredfed  to  fpeciiic 
fervices,  and  fupported  by  a  for¬ 
midable  fleet,  would  be  fully  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  purpofe,  and  fuch  as 
all  America  could  not  withPcand  ; 
nor  was  it  probable,  that  they 
would  enter  into  fo  arduous  a  con- 
teft,  when  terms  were  held  out  to 
them  at  the  very  inftant,  which 
would  fully  preferve  their  rights. 
The  idea  of  fimple  war,  or  fimple 
conceffion,  was  ftrongiy  contro¬ 
verted.  It  was  faid  that  a  con- 
quefl;  ovTr  our  own  fubjeds,  was 
neither  fought  nor  defired.  That 

^  O 

it  was  our  interefl,  as  it  was  our 
wifh,  to  reclaim,  not  to  deflroy  or 
cnflave.  That  in  the  prefent  flate 
of  things  in  America,  this  dcfira- 
ble  objecl  could  only  be  obtained  by 
fuch  an  armament  as  would  com¬ 
mand  refped,  flrike  an  awe  into 
the  fadious,  and  enforce  a  fub? 


milfion  to  the  conciliatory  terms 
which  we  propofed,  if  coercion  be¬ 
came  abfolutely  necelTary.  And 
that  either  to  withdraw  the  force 
we  already  had  there,  or  to  leave 
it  expoled  to  the  infults  and  danger 
of  a  greater  on  the  fide  of  the  re¬ 
bels,  would  not  only  be  in  the 
highell  degree  difgraceful  to  our- 
felves,  but  would,  in  its  confe- 
quences,  be  equally  ruinous  to  both 
countries. 

A  gentleman  in  office,  but  who 
has  for  feveral  years  been  confi- 
dered  as  pofleffing  much  more  real 
than  oflenfible  power,  departed  to¬ 
tally  from  thefe  temperate  ideas  of 
condud  which  the  minifler  pro- 
feffed,  and  on  which  he  valued 
himfelf.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
all  attempts  of  conciliation  would 
be  fruitlefs  t  obferved,  that  at  any 
rate,  a  number  of  terms  were  to  be 
made,  and  fecurities  given,  before 
conciliation  could  be  obtained. 
That  terms  of  force  were  the  mea- 
fures  chalked  out  by  his  Majefly  in 
the  fpeech  ;  attended,  however, 
with  conditions  of  conciliation, 
and  gracious  offers  of  forgivenefs 
and  protedion.  On  this  founda¬ 
tion,  the  prefent  vote  on  the  efli- 
mates  was  propofed  ;  but  if  pre¬ 
mature  explanations  were  defired  ; 
if  the  gentlemen,  who  had  pledged 
themfelves  to  fupport  thofe  mea- 
fures,  had  altered  their  minds,  or 
had  withdrawn  their  confidence 
from  the  King^s  fervants,  he  faw 
no  pnffible  way  to  remedy  matters 
but  by  a  change  of  adminiflration. 
He,  however,  animadverted  fe- 
verely  on  the  cowardice  of  decli¬ 
ning  the  conteft,  almoft  in  the 
very  outfet,  after  their  having  gone 
fuch  lengths  in  bringing  matters 
to  that  crifis. 

This  being  confidered  as  the 

language 
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language  of  authority,  was  alfo 
underltcod,  both  by  the  country 
g^ntl^men  and  oppofivion,  as  fully 
tantamount  to  a  declaration  for 
war.  I'he  latter  did  not  let  it  pafs 
without  oblervarion  and  liridure. 
They  faid,  it  was  treating  parlia- 
inent  with  every  poflible  degree  of 
difrelpe^t.  Mealures  are  concert¬ 
ed  in  the  cabinet ;  the  King  is 
made  by  the  miniders  to  exprefs 
the  general  intentions  which  they 
had  there  determined  upon  ;  the 
Houfe  of  Ce  mmons  is  defired  to 
fupport  thofe  meafures,  by  voting 
an  enormous  war  ehablifhment ; 
and  when  queftions  are  afked,  and 
explanations  are  dehred,  even  by 


the  very  friends  of  adminiftration/ 
the  gentlemen  who  call  for  a  plans 
are  very  laconically  referred  to  the 
King’s  fpeech.  The  fpeech  holds; 
out  generals,  and  refers  vou  to 
particulars  ;  when  thefe  particulars 
are  called  for,  the  fpeech  is  quot¬ 
ed,  as  the  true  flandard  of  infor¬ 
mation. 

After  long  debates,  the  queftion,' 
being  put  upon  the  firflof  the  refo- 
lutions  in  theeftimate,  was  carried 
upon  a  divifion  by  the  ufual  ma¬ 
jority,  the  numbers  being  227,  ta 
73,  who  oppofed  the  refolution. 
The  other  rcfblutions  were  agreed! 
to  of  courfe. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Kejignatton  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  Lord  George  Germaine  appoitited  to  the. 
American  diparttnent y  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth ,  nxtho  re- 
cei^ues  the  prinjy  feal,  LordJVtymouth  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

fouthern  department y  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Rochford,  ^vho  retires. 
Other  promotions  and  changes.  Petition  from  the  American  Congrefs  laid, 
before  the  Lords,  Duke  of  Richmotid' s  motions,  Mr.  Penn  s  exa7nina,‘ 
tion.  Motion  relati^ve  to  the  petition.  Great  debates.  Motion  rejecied. 
Four  /hillings  in  the  pound  land  tax  ^oted.  Debates  on  the  Militia  Bill, 
Amenc ment  pro j. eject  and  rejedied,  Se-veral  motions  propofed  by  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  and  rejedied.  Mr.  Burke' s  Conciliatory  Bill.  Great  debates , 
Motion  for  bringing  in  the  bill  rejedied.  American  Prohibitory  Bill  brought 
into  the  Houf  of  Commons  by  the  minifer.  Motion  for  an  amendment. 
Great  debates.  Motion  rejedied.  Debates  upon  the  fecond  reading.,  ana 
in  the  committee.  Various  motions  madoy  and  amendments  propofed.  'The 
bill  pif  ed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Mr.  Fox^s  motion  for  information 
relatbue  to  the  fate  of  the  forces  in  North  America,  Pdilitia  Bill  pajfed. 
Indemnity  Bill  poj/ed.  Motion  for  an  addrefs,  in  conformity  to  the  in- 
frudlions  from  the  city  of  London  to  its  reprefentatinjes.  Mr,  Hartley^ s 
conciliatory  propoftions .  Indemnity  Bill  rejedied  by  the  Lords,  Great 
eppeftion  to  the  Prohibitory  Bill,  Protef.  Duke  of  ManchefeA s  tnotion 
for  deferring  the  commitment  till  after  the  holidays.  Marquis  of  Rock- 
inghanis  motion  for  an  amendment.  Bill  pajfed  by  the  Lords, 

IT  was  not  difficult  to  forefee  occafion,  at  leaf!,  one  remove 
that  the  late  unexpebled  con-  among  the  great  offices  of  Irate, 
duct  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  would  It  was,  however  accompanied  with 

fome 
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ibme  which  were  not  publicly 

thought  of.  Whether  the  unhappy 

Rate  of  American  affairs  had  dif- 

guiied  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  with 

the  ofhce  of  conducing  them,  or 

that  government  imagined  a  more 

auftere  and  inflexible  charadler, 

with  their  natural  concomitant  a 

determinate  conduct,  were  necef- 

lary  to  reflore  peace  and  order, 

however  it  was,  that  nobleman 

Tvr  .  now  quitted  the  A- 

JNov.  loth.  •  ^  r  .  /I  ' 

raerican  fecretarylhip, 

and  received  the  privy  feal,  which 

had  been  held  by  the  Duke  of 

Grafton. 

The  arduous  talk  of  conducing 
the  American  department  was  re- 
pofed  in  Lord  George  Sackeville 
Germaine.  The  principal  attach¬ 
ment  of  that  noble  Lord  had  been 
to  Mr.  Grenville.  After  Mr. 
Grenville^s  death,  indeed,  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  fome  time  firm  on  his 
former  grou'nd  ;  and  did  not  join 
in  that  defection  from  the  mino¬ 
rity  which  immediately  followed 
that  event.  But  he  began  at 
length  to  flacken  in  oppofltion. 
He  fell  in  with  adminiflration  in 
the  proceedings  againft  the  Eall- 
India  Company  in  1773  ;  and  took 
a  full  and  decided  part  in  all  the 
coercive  meafures  which  had  been 
purfued  again (t  the  Americans, 
during  the  prefent  troubles.  His 
connexions  with  Mr,  Grenville 
probably  made  him  fupport  with 
more  zeal  and  fteadinefs  the  highelt 
claims  of  parliamentary  authority  ; 
and  as  he  was  generally  efleemed  a 
man  of  bufinefs,  and  an  able  de¬ 
bater,  he  was  fought  for  at  a  time, 
when  the  extraordinary  powers  in 
the  fame  line,  upon  the  other  fide, 
feemed,  notwithftanding  the  fu- 
peiiority  of  numbers,  not  a  little 
to  dillrefs  adminillration.  It  will 
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not  be  conceived,  that  this  ap¬ 
pointment  ftrengthened  the  h  'pe 
or  increafed  the  fatisfaXion  of  thofe 
who  held  the  opinion,  that  conci¬ 
liatory  meafures  could  only  bring 
the  prefent  troubles  to  a  fpeedy  and 
happy  ccnclufion. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  Earl  of 
Rochford  having  retired  from  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs,  was  fucceeded  as  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Southern 
department  by  Lord  Weymouth, 
who  had  continued  out  of  employ¬ 
ment  fince  his  refignation  on  the 
affair  of  Falkland  Ifland.  And  a 
few  days  after.  Lord  Lyttelton, 
who  had  been  diftinguifhed  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion  by  the  feve- 
rity  of  his  ftriXures  upon  admini- 
firation,  was  called  to  the  Privy 
Council,  and  appointed  Chief  Ju- 
ftice  in  Eyre  beyond  Trent.  Lord 
Pelham  was  alfo  appointed  to  the 
great  wardrobe,  and  Lord  Afh* 
burnham,  Keeper  of  the  Stole. 

The  affair  of  the  petition  from 
the  Congrefs,  which  Mr.  Penn 
had  lately  prefented  to  his  Ma« 
jelly,  had  frequently  been  brought 
up  in  both  houfes  by  the  opp<-fi- 
tion,  both  as  affording  a  ground  of 
conciliation,  and  a  fubjeX  of  re¬ 
proach  to  the  miniflers,  for  their 
total  negleXof  that  and  all  other 
applications  of  the  fame  nature* 
A  copy  af  the  petition  being, 
however,  laid  before  the  Lords 
among  other  papers  on  the  7th  of 
November,  a  noble  Dukeinoppo- 
fitjon  obferved,  that  he  faw  Mr. 
Penn  below  the  b  if,  and  he  moved, 
that  he  might  be  examined,  in  or¬ 
der  to  eliablifli  the  authenticity  of 
the  petition,  before  they  entered 
into  any  debates  upon  its  contents, 
thereby  to  obviate  the  doubts 
which  might  otherwife  probably 
arife  upon  that  bead,  land  be  the 

means 
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means  of  interrupting  their  pro¬ 
ceedings, 

'  As  the  Lord's  in  adminiftration 
were  well  aware,  that  the  views  of 
the  noble  mover  and  his  friends, 
went  farther  than  the  authenticity 
of  the  petition,  and  extended  to 
the  laying  before  the  houfe  all  the 
information  with  refpefl  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  they  could  draw  from 
a  perfon  fo  thoroughly  mailer  of 
the  fubjefl  as  Mr.  Penn,  and  not 
being  at  all  difpofed  that  fuch  mat¬ 
ters  Ihould  novi^  be  brought  for¬ 
ward,  they  ufed  every  means  to 
prevent  or  defeat  the  examination. 
They  objefted  to  the  motion  on 
the  fubjeCl  of  order;  on  its  in¬ 
formality  ;  on  its  want  of  prece¬ 
dent;  being  contrary  to  their 
eftablifhed  mode  of  proceeding; 
that  the  bringing  in  of  extraneous 
matter  by  furprize,  and  breaking 
in  upon  their  moll  ferious  and  im¬ 
portant  deliberations,  by  fuddenly 
calling  their  attention  off  to  the 
examination  of  witnelTes,  and  to 
new  I'ubjefls  of  difcuffion,  v/ould 
be  deitru6live  of  that  order  and 
gravity  which  had  always  dillin- 
guilhed  their  proceedings. 

'They  alfo  contended,  that  this 
meafure  would  eftablilh  a  moft  per¬ 
nicious  precedent,  as  it  would  ne- 
ceffarily  follow,  that  every  petition, 
from  whatever  quarter  of  the  globe, 
mult  be  accompanied  by  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  eftablilh  its  authenticity. 
They  obferved,  that  improper 
queftions  might  be  alked,  and  fuch 
anfwers  drawn  from  Mr.  Penn,  as 
might  tend  to  prejudice  him  with 
xefpecl  to  his  private  fortune  and 
affairs  in  America  ;  that  his  evi¬ 
dence  might  have  the  fame  elFecl 
with  refpefl  to  others,  who  were 
alfo  friends  to  government  in  Ame- 
xica,  and  who  by  a  public  expo- 


fure  of  their  private  condufl  in  it& 
favour,  would  be  liable  to  perfon al. 
danger,  and  ruin  to  their  fortunes. 
They  alfo  infffted,  that  as  the  evi« 
dence,  let  it  turn  out  as  it  may,, 
would  be  only  ex  parte,  the  houfe: 
could  not  found  any  refolutioii 
upon  it ;  nor  could  it  be  prefumed, 
that  the  fingle  teftimony  of  an  in¬ 
dividual,  however  refpeflable  the 
charafler  may  be,  could  at  all  in- 
ffue*iice  their  condudf  or  opinion, 
in  queftions  of  fuch  great  national 
and  political  import.  To  prevent, 
however,  every  pretence  for  the 
enquiry,  they  offered  to  admit  the 
authenticity  of  the  petition  with¬ 
out  any  proof. 

On  the  other  fide,  they  faid, 
that  the  objeflions  as  to  order  were 
fo  trifting,  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
their  time  and  attention  5  that  the 
prbpofed  examination  was,  how¬ 
ever,  fully  fupportable  upon  that 
ground,  as  well  as  in  point  of  pre¬ 
cedent.  They  offered  to  tie  them- 
felves  down  as  to  the  queftions  to 
be  put,  and  that  the  Lords,  who 
oppofed  the  meafure,  fhould  objedft 
to  any  which  they  did  not  ap¬ 
prove.  And  they  lamented,  in 
the  moft  pathetic  terms,  the  dif- 
pofition  which  they  favv  in  the 
houfe,  to  fhut  out  every  fpecies  of 
information  relative  to  America, 
to  continue  to  the  laft  in  darknefs, 
and  to  rufh  headlong  themfelves, 
and  plunge  the  nation  along  with 
them,  into  inevitable  ruin  and  de~ 
ftruflion.  That  this  was  the  more 
furprizing,  and  the  more  lamenta¬ 
ble,  as  the  fatal  confequences 
which  had  already  proceeded  from 
a  fimilar  condu6l,  were  fo  fenfibly 
felt  at  this  very  inftant,  as  to  con- 
vulfe  the  empire  through  all  its 
parts. 

The  paotion  being  rejefled  upon 

.  .  a  divi- 


a  divifioTi,  by  a  majority 
to  2  2,  the  nob'le  mover,  who'  is 
diftinguifhed  for  his  perfeverance, 
made  another.  That  Mr.  Penn 
fhould  be  examined  at  the  baf  cn 
thenextday.  Though  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  a  witnefs  in  this  form? 
unconnefted  with  any  other  mat¬ 
ter,  could  not  be  refufed,  yet  fo 
difagreeable  was  every  enquiry  of 
this  nature,  that  a  further  debate 
arofe  upon  it ;  but  it  was  at  length 
relu^lantly  agreed  to,  that  he 
fhould  be  examined  on  the  loth.  , 
,  '^Several  curious  partieu- 

’  lars  relative  to  much  con¬ 
troverted  fubjedls,  came  out  upon 
the  examination  of  this  gentleman. 
He  was  perfonally  acquainted  with 
almoft  all  the  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  had  been  Governor  of 
the  colony,  and  refided  in  the 
city,  in  which  they  alTembled 
and  held  their  deliberations,  and 
had  every  opportunity,  from  of¬ 
fice,  family  connexion,  locality  of 
property,  and  an  extenlive  ac¬ 
quaintance,  .to  obtain  the  fulleil 
information  of  the  Hate  of  affairs 
in  America,  as  well  as  of  the  tem¬ 
per  and  difpofjtion  of  the  people. 
It  was  alfo  evident,  that  his  dif- 
cernment  was  equal  to  the  forming 
a  juft  eftimate  of  things ;  and  there 
could  fcarcely  be  a  fufpicion  of 
partiality,  in  favour  of  any  mea- 
fure  which  could  tend  to  American 
independency,  as  the  great  for¬ 
tune  of  his  family,  if  not  wholly 
loft,  muft  be  much  impaired  by 
fuch  an  event,  and  their  great 
powers  and  prerogatives  certainly 
fub  verted. 

•  Among  the  remarkable  parts  of 
his  teftimony,  (which  we  muft  re¬ 
collect,  confifted  only  of  anfwers 
to  fuch  fpecific  queftions  as  were 
propofed)  was  anabfolwtc  negative 
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to  the  fuppofition  or,  charge,  tha^ 
any  defigns  of  independency  had 
been  formed  by  the  Congrefs.  He 
declared,  that  the  members  com- 
pofing  that  body  had  been  fairly 
elected  ;  that  they  were  men  ‘of 
chara<fter,  capable  of  conveying 
the  fenfe  of  America;  and  that 
they  had  actually  conveyed'. .the 
fenfe  of  their  conftituents.  That 
the  different  provinces  would?  be 
governed  by  ’their  deciftons  in-^all 
events.  That  the  war  was  levied 
and  carried  ^on  by  the  colonifts^ 
merely  in, defence  of  what  ’  they 
thought  their  .liberties.  Th-at  the 
fpirit  of  refiftance  was  general,  and 
they  believed  -.themfelves  ,abIe.,to 
defend  their  liberties  againft  the 
arms  of  Great  Britain. 

That  the  colony  of  Penfylvania 
contained  about  60,000  men  able 
to  carry  arms/  That  of  thefe, 
20,000  had  voluntarily  enrolled 
themfelves  to  ferve  without  pay^ 
and  were  armed  and  embodied 
before  the  Governor’s  departure. 
Being  queftioned  as  to  the  nature 
of  that  volunteer  force,  he  faid, 
that  it  included  the  men  of  beft; 
fortune  and  character  in  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  that  it  was  generally 
compofed  of  men  who  were  pof- 
feffed  of  property,  either  landed 
or  othervvife.  That;  an  additional 
body  of  4,500  minute  men  had 
fince  been  raifed  in  the  province, 
who  were  to  be  paid  when  called 
out  on  fervice.  That  they  had 
the  means  and  materials  of  carting 
iron  cannon  in  great  plenty.  That 
they  caft  brafs  cannon  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  And  that  they  made  fmall 
arms  in  great  abundance  and  per- 
fe^ion. 

That  the  colonics  had  been  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  recepdonof  their 
former  petitions;  but  that  they 

had 
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Jiad  founded  great  hopes  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  that  which  he  brought 
over;  that  it  was  ftiled  the  Oli^e 
£ranch  ;  and  that  he  had  been  con¬ 
gratulated  by  his  friends  upon  his 
being  the  bearer  of  it.  That  it 
was  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  if 
conciliatory  meafures  were  not 
fpeedily  purfued,  they  would  form 
'connexions  with  foreign  powers; 
and  that  if  fuch  connexions  were 
once  formed,  it  would  be  found  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  todiffolve 
them.  Being  alked,  “  whetherthe 
people  of  the  different  provinces 
were  now  in  a  ftate  of  freedom 
he  faid,  that  they  thought  them- 
ielves  fo;  whether  the  moft 
opulent  inhabitants  would  not  pre¬ 
fer  freedom  under  this  country  to 
what  they  now  enjoy  he  an- 
fwered,  that  they  would  prefer  it 
to  any  other  ftate  of  freedom  ;  and 
that  notwithftanding  their  deter- 
'mination  to  fupport  the  meafures 
of  the  Congrefs,  they  wifhed  for  a 
reconciliation  with  this  country. 
He  denied  its  being  an  objeX  of 
the  Congrefs  to  throw  off  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  their  trade;  and  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  the  moft  think¬ 
ing  men  in  Philadelphia  were  of 
‘^opinion,  that  a  refufal  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  petition  would  be  a  bar  to  all 
.reconcilement. 

The  other  parts  of  the  evidence 
related  to  the  Scamp  AX,  the  re¬ 
peal,  and  the  declaratory  law. 
This  gentleman  was  in  America 
at  that  period,  and  declared  that 
■the  firft  had  occafioned  great  dif- 
content,  uneaftners,  and  diftrefs; 
that  the  repeal  had  given  fuch 
abundant  joy,  that  its  anniverlary 
was  celebrated  as  a  day  of  mirth 
and  feftivity.  That  the  Ameri^ 
cans  were  fatisfied  with  their  con¬ 
dition,  notwithftanding  the  Decla¬ 


ratory  AX;  and  that  if  Great 
Britain  had  left  things  in  the  ftate 
they  then  were,  the  Americans 
would  have  remained  content. 
The  queftions  relative  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  fubordination  acknow-' 
[edged  by  the  colonies,  having 
been  multiplied  and  clofely  urged 
by  a  noble  lord  high  in  office,  the 
witnefs  declared,  that  he  believed 
the  colonies  are  inclined  to  ac-* 
knowledge  the  imperial  authority 
of  Great  Britain,  but  not  in  taxa¬ 
tion. 

It  was  obferved  with  fome  feve- 
rity  of  animadverfton,  as  a  lingu¬ 
lar  circumftance  in  the  prefent  fitu- 
ation  of  affairs,  what  appeared  upon 
this  examination,  that  neither  the 
Secretary  of  State  who  received  the 
petition,  nor  any  other  minifter  or 
perfon  in  authority,  had,  fince  the 
arrival  of  the  witnefs  in  England, 
propofed  a  fingle  queftion  to  him, 
or  defired  the  fmalleft  information 
relative  to  the  ftate  of  affairs  in 
America,  or  to  the  difpofition  or 
temper  of  the  people.  This  cir¬ 
cumftance  was.  ufed  to  give  counte¬ 
nance  to  the  charge  fo  often  re¬ 
peated  by  the  oppofition,  that  a 
fyftem  had  been  chalked  out  for 
adrniniftration,  which  they  were 
obliged  blindly  to  purfue,  and  to 
aX  in  it  merely  as  machines,  with¬ 
out  being  at  liberty  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  juftice,  eligibility,  or 
confequence. 

After  the  examination  was  jfi- 
nifhed,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
who  had  been  its  propofer,  niade  a 
motion.  That  the  petition  from 
the  Continental  Congrefs  to  the 
King,  w^as  ground  for  a  conciliation 
of  the  unhappy  differences  at  pre¬ 
fent  fublifting  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  America.  The  motion 
was  well  introduced,  and  ably  fup- 

ported 
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ported  by  the  noble  mover  and  his 
friends.  They  Hated  the  necelTity 
of  an  immediate  reconciliation  in 
every  point  of  view,  whether  with 
refpedl  to  ourfelves,  the  colo¬ 
nies,  or  our  fituatioh  in  refpedl 
to  foreign  powers.  That  nothing 
but  carnage,  defolation,  an  aug¬ 
mentation  of  expence,  with  a  de- 
creafe  of  revenue,  a  weaknefs  and 
debility  growing  in  proportion  to 
the  urgent  neceliity  which  would 
call  for  Hrenorth  and  exertion,  with 
all  the  cruel  and  grievous  calami¬ 
ties  in  reparable  from  civil  dilcord, 
would  be  the  fruits  obtained  by  a 
pertinacious  purfuit  of  the  war. 

They  reprefented  the  unfur- 
mountable  difficulties  which  would 
occur,  if  an  abfolute  conquell  of 
America  was  intended;  the  natu¬ 
ral  Hrength  of  that  continent,  com- 
pofed  alternately  of  Hrong  inclo- 
fures,  thick  forells,  and  deep 
fwamps,  and  every  where  inter- 
fedled  with  vail  rivers.  The  im- 
menfe  difficulty  and  expence,  if 
not  utter  impracticability,  of  fup- 
plying  fuch  an  army  as  would  be 
adequate  to  the  purpofe,  with  fub- 
fillence  from  England,  and  the  lit¬ 
tle  profpeCl,  if  the  obllinacy  or 
perfeverance  of  the  Americans  con¬ 
tinued,  of  providing  it  the 
fpot.  The  advantages  which  the 
latter  would  derive  trom  their  be¬ 
ing  at  home,  and  from  having 
their  fubfill’ence  at  hand;  from 
their  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country,  whereby  every  ilrong 
ground,  pafs,  and  dehle,  would 
be  to  them  a  fortrefs,  and  every 
forell  afford  a  fecure  retreat.  That 
the  overrunning  of  a  province,  the 
feizing,  plundering,  or  dellroying 
feveral  of  their  towns,  though 
ruinous  to  them,  would  afford  no 
effential  advantage  to  us,  even 
confining  the  conTideration  merely 
VoL.  XIX. 


to  the  immediate  objeCl  of  the  war, 
in  the  attainment  of  general  con¬ 
quell.  Our  dominion  would  ex¬ 
tend  no  farther  than  the  immediate 
operation  of  our  arms,  and  would 
ceafe  with  it.  The  inllant  we 
marched  to  fubdue  another  pro¬ 
vince,  that  which  we  quitted, 
would  become  at  leall  as  hollile  as 
that  which  we  entered. 

To  a  ftrong  piClure  of  difficul¬ 
ties,  dangers,  and  difgrace,  they 
contralied  the  numberlefs  bleffmgs 
of  peace,  and  Ihewed  the  happy 
opportunity  which  the  petition  af¬ 
forded  of  averting  the  numerous, 
and  fome  of  them  fatal  evils,  which 
had  been  defcrlbed.  They  faid, 
that  if  this  opportunity  were  now 
loll,  it  could  never  be  regained. 
That  providence  feemed  with  a  pe¬ 
culiar  kindnefs  to  put  it  in  their 
way  to  refeue  their  country  from 
ruin,  without  warring  direClly  with 
their  paffions  or  prejudices,  as  they 
might  now  defeend,  without  dif¬ 
grace,  or  without  wounding  their 
pride,  from  thofe  high  Hilts  of  au¬ 
thority  and  dignity  on  which  they  ' 
were  unhappily  mounted,  and 
which  rendered  them  blind  to  its 
intercll  and  fecurity. 

Thev  obferved,  that  as  the  idea 
of  laying  taxes  on  America,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  had 
been,  in  their  djfcourfes  at  leall, 
repeatedly  given  up  by  the  mini- 
llers,  the  quellion  of  conciliation 
v/as  much  lefs  complex,  than  when 
thatdodtrine  had  been  maintained, 
both  in  principle,  and  in  its  moll 
extenfive  confequences.  That  the 
great  objeft  now  of  difeuffion,  was 
what  Great  Britain  claimed,  and 
what  America  was  willing  to  ac¬ 
cede  to.  The  great  remaining 
claim  of  the  former,  appears  to  be 
no  more  than  what  it  ever  was,  a 
general  fupreme  and  controulingj. 
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power  over  the  colonies,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  their  external  government, 
and  the  regulation  of  their  trade 
and  commerce.  That  thefe  rights 
were  edabliflied  and  fecured  by  the 
great  body  of  American  laws  paffed 
before  the  year  1763,  and  by  the 
a(5l  of  navigation.  That  as  the 
Americans  were  ready  and  willing 
to  return  to  their  former  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  to  Hand  in  the  fame 
fubordinate  relation  to  the  legilla- 
ture,  which  they  had  done  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  year  1763,  the  only  re¬ 
maining  objedl  of  contention,  was 
the  laws  palTed  fince  that  period. 

In  this  date  of  things,  they  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  petition  oitered 
the  faired  ground  of  conciliation. 
They  exprefsly  declare,  that  they 
dedre  no  concedion  derogatory  to 
the  honour  of  the  mother  country. 
The  delegates  of  the  people  of 
America  befeech  his  Majedy  to  re¬ 
call  his  troops;  which  could  only 
be  confidered  as  a  prayer  for  a 
fufpendon  of  arms.  All  they  de- 
iire  as  a  preliminary,  is  the  repeal 
of  fundry  a£ls;  by  which  was  to 
be  underdood,  thofe  that  deprived 
them  of  their  fidieries,  trade,  and 
charters.  The  repeal  of  the  laws 
pafled  dnce  1763,  was  not  now 
mentioned,  nor  would  it  at  any 
time  have  been  in  Tided  on.  A  re- 
vifion  of  thofe  laws,  with  a  repeal 
of  the  grievous  and  burdenfome 
parts  of  them,  would  be  right  and 
necedary  ;  and  would  be  as  con¬ 
fident  both  with  our  intered  and 
judice,  as  it  would  be  conducive 
to  the  fatisfadlion  and  eafe  of  the 
Americans.  They,  like  all  others 
in  fimilar  circumdances,  carry  their 
claims  much  farther  in  the  heat 
and  litigation  of  conted,  under  the 
immediate  prefTure  of  great  griev¬ 
ances,  and  the  apprehenfion  of 
greater,  than  they  would  in  a  cooler 


temper,  and  happier  fituation. 
Let  us  only  (hew  a  difpolition  to 
concede,  and  to  redrefs  their 
grievances,  and  concedion  will 
come  fader  from  them  than  the 
warmed  imagination  can  conceive. 
Meet  them  on  the  ground  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  which  they  now  propofe, 
and  you  may  afterwards  preferibe 
your  own  terms. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  faid, 
that  it  was  impofiible  to  recognize 
the  petition  on  which  the  prefen t 
motion  was  founded,  without  re- 
linquifhing  in  that  a6l  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  Britidi  parliament. 
That  treatino;  with  an  unlawful 
alfembly,  who  at  the  very  indant 
declared  themfelves  to  be  in  a  dale 
of  open  refidance  and  holHIity, 
would  be,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes,  legalizing  their  proceedings, 
and  acknowledging  them  the  con- 
ditutional  reprefen tatives  of  an  in¬ 
dependent  fovereign  date.  If  they 
v^ere  fubjeds,  they  could  not  af- 
fertsble  or  deliberate,  but  in  a 
mode,  and  for  the  purpofes  pre- 
feribed  by  the  conditution.  If  they 
were  not,  it  would  be  in  thehighed 
degree  ridiculous  to  treat  with 
them  in  a  capacity  which  they  dif- 
claimed. 

It  was  denied,  that  the  ideas  of 
laying  on  duties  in  America,  for 
the  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue, 
were  totally  laid  afide ;  if  the 
Americans,  like  dutiful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  fubjeds,  had  met  us  in  our 
kind  propolition,  of  levying  an 
equitable  revenue  on  themfelves  in 
fuch  manner  as  they  liked  bed, 
there  would  be  no  occadon  for 
realizing  fuch  ideas  ;  fome  refpeft- 
able  perfons,  alfo,  in  admlnidra- 
tion  as  well  as  out,  might  quef- 
tion  the  immediate  practice  in  point 
of  expediency;  but  a  thought  of 
rclinquilhing  the  right  was  never 
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entertained.  But  fuppoiing,  for  a 
moment,  that  fuch  a  conceffion 
were  made,  it  would  not  furely  be 
inferred,  that  bccaule  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  had  given  up  the  cxercife  of 
fupreme  dominion  in  one  particu¬ 
lar  mode,  fhe  had  alfo  given  it  up 
in  every  other.  The  Americans 
deny  the  right  of  controul,  in  the 
moft  effeflual  manner,  for  they  de¬ 
clare  againll  the  exercife  of  it,  in 
every  inllance  wherein  it  militates 
with  their  interefts,  or  with  their 
traiterous  views  and  rebellious  de- 
figns.  They  refufe  obedience  to 
the  declaratory  law,  the  aft  for 
quartering  foldiers,  the  law  for 
ellablilhing  vice- admiralty  courts, 
and,  in  a  word,  to  every  law 
which  they  do  not  like,  and  then 
tell  us,  w'ith  a  moll  confummate 
effrontery,  that  they  acknowledge 
our  undoubted  right  of  legiflative 
controul,  but  will  not  permit  us  to 
cxercife  that  right. 

It  w'as  infilled  by  fome  Lords, 
who  were  more  warm  than  the 
generality,  that  the  petition  was  an 
inlidious  and  traiterous  attempt  to 
impofe  upon  the  King  and  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  that  while  the  authors  held 
out  fmooth  language  and  falfe  pro- 
feffions  for  that  purpofe,  they  were 
at  the  very  inllant,  in  their  appeals 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  abufing  the  parliament, 
denying  its  authority,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  involve  the  whole  em¬ 
pire  in  rebellion  and  bloodlhed,  by 
inviting  their  fellow-fubjedls  in 
thefe  kingdoms,  to  make  one  com¬ 
mon  caule  with  them  in  oppofition 
to  law  and  oovernment.  That  no 
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alternative  remained  with  thefe 
worll  of  rebels,  who  not  content 
with  the  enjoyment  of  their  own 
crimes  wanted  to  render  them  ge¬ 
neral,  but  the  moft  fpeedy  and  eL 


fcifiual  meafures  for  their  fubjuga- 
tion  and  punifhment.  Thefe  alfo, 
which  were  only  few,  endeavoured 
to  lefTen  the  weight  of  the  evidence 
w'hich  had  been  now  laid  before 
them,  by  charging  it  with  partia¬ 
lity  and  prejudice. 

The  queltion  being  at  length 
put,  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  after  very  conhderable 
debates,  the  motion  was  rejedled 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
86,  including  26  proxies,  to  33, 
including  6  proxies. 

About  the  fame  time,  , 
the  miniller  in  the  Houfe  of  ‘ 
Commons,  after  fhewing,  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  the  necef- 
fity  of  reducing  America  to  obe¬ 
dience,  and  remarking  on  the 
great  expence  that  mull  neceiTarily 
attend  that  rneafure,  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  convincing  the  landed 
gentlemen,  of  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  applying  to  them 
for  their  fupport  upon  fo  great  and 
important  a  national  occalion,  at  a 
time,  he  acknowledged,  when  the 
other  refources  of  the  flate  were  in¬ 
competent  to  the  purpofe.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  moved,  that  the  land- 
tax  for  the  year  1776,  be  four 
fhillings  in  the  pound. 

This  motion  occafioned  a  varie* 
ty  of  debates  and  converfations. 
Some  of  the  oppofition  congratu¬ 
lated  the  country  gentlemen  upon 
the  four  fhillings,  as  the  happy 
and  enviable  hrll  fruits  of  their 
darling  coercive  American  rnea- 
fures ;  whilll  they,  at  the  fame 
time,  endeavoured  to  ftiew  by  cal¬ 
culations  on  the  ftate  of  the  funds 
and  expenditure,  that  it  would  be 
a  perpetual  mortgage  on  their 
ellates,  which  no  change  of  cir- 
cumllance,  or  even  favoumble  turn 
of  fortune,  could  ever  wear  off  ; 
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for  that,  let  affairs  now  be  ever  fo 
fpeedily  accommodated,  nothing 
lefs  than  a  land-tax  at  that  rate 
would  be  fufficient  for  our  future 
peace  edablifhment. 

The  principal  leaders  of  oppofi- 
tion  did  not  interfere  much  upon 
this  occafion.  Some  gentlemen 
faid,  that  as  the  fervices  were  voted, 
the  army  and  navy  mull  not  be 
ftarved,  and  as  the  fuppHes  muft 
be  raifed  in  fome  manner,  they 
would  vote  for  this  tax,  as  lefs  pre¬ 
judicial  than  any  other  that  could 
be  thought  of.  One  of  them,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  forbear  comment¬ 
ing  on  this  method  of  voting  mo¬ 
ney,  for  fervices  not  known  to  the 
houfe,  or  on  which,  at  lead,  they 
had  no  fubftantial  controul,  as  it 
furnilhed  miniders  with  opportu¬ 
nities  of  applying  it  to  purpofes 
which  were  in  the  laft  degree 
ruinous,  and  fatal  to  the  conditu- 
tion. 

Some  of  the  country  gentlemen 
were  out  of  forts  about  the  In¬ 
demnity  Bill,  an  objecl  which  they 
feemed  to  confider,  as  the  only 
one  relative  to  the  conditution  that 
demanded  attention.  This  bill 
had  laid  dormant  fince  the  drd 
reading,  without  any  notice  v.'hat- 
ever  beinp  taken  of  it,  and  they 
confidered  it  fo  ferioudy,  as  partly 
to  make  its  being  brought  forward, 
a  condition  of  their  agreeing  to  the 
land-tax.  Several  others  of  them 
were,  however,  much  diiTatisded, 
upon  a  fubjetd;  of  more  fubdancial, 
if  not  conditutional  import.  Many 
gentlemen  had  fupported  govern¬ 
ment  in  all  the  coercive  rneafures 
which  it  had  purfued  again d  Ame¬ 
rica,  with  a  view,*  and  in  a  drm 
hope  and  perfuafion,  that  the  great 
revenue  to  be  drawn  from  that  part 
®f  the  world,  would  in  a  propor- 


tiorial  degree  have  lelfened  their 
own  burthens.  Upon  this  princi¬ 
ple,  they  would  have  advanced 
money,  as  in  a  law-fuit,  while  the 
objedl  in  view  was  capable  of  re¬ 
paying  them  with  great  intered, 
befides  an  advantageous  and  ample 
compenfation  for  the  rifque;  but 
they  were  not  yet  keen  enough,  as 
litigators  too  frequently  are,  to  pur- 
fue  the  conted  to  ruin,  (when  they 
found  the  objefl  unprodutflive) 
merely  for  the  fake  of  the  fport 
which  it  afforded.  They  accord¬ 
ingly  finding,  by  the  language 
held  fince  the  opening  of  the  fef- 
fion  by  the  miniders,  that  the  idea 
of  taxation  was  generally  given 
up,  either  as  an  expedient,  or  as  to¬ 
tally  impradicable,  now  declared, 
that  ir  the  original  objedl  of  dif- 
pute  was  abandoned,  they  could 
not  think  of  expending  any  more 
money  in  a  conted,  which,  befides 
being  unproduflive  of  benefit,  was 
attended  with  evils  that  could  only 
be  palliated  upon  that  principle  ; 
and,  that  therefore  they  would  op- 
pofe  the  noble  Lord’s  motion  for 
an  increaie  of  the  land-tax. 

The  minider  thought  it  expedi¬ 
ent  to  fatisfy  both  parties,  of  ihefe, 
fometimes  troublefome,  but  always 
ufeful  friends.  This  was  eafiiy 
done  with  the  fird,  by  informing 
them,  that  their  favourite  bill  was 
in  perfect  fafety  and  good  condi¬ 
tion,  and  would  be  immediately 
brought  forward.  As  to  the  fe- 
cond,  he  affured  them,  that  the 
idea  of  taxation,  and  of  levying  a 
produflive  revenue  from  America, 
was  never  abandoned  ;  and  that 
when  any  thing  of  that  fort  drop¬ 
ped  from  the  miniders,  they  in¬ 
tended  no  more,  than  that  it  was 
abandoned  for  the  prefen t;  that  is, 
that  the  difpute  at  prefent  was  of  a 
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much  higher  nature  than  it  had 
been  orieinallv,  and  that  taxation 
was  but  a  matter  of  fecondary  con- 
fideration,  when  the  fupremacy 
and  legidative  authority  of  this 
country  was  at  ftake.  That  he 
would  have  them  therefore  per- 
feiTy  underhand,  that  whatever 
general  terms  the  minillers  might 
at  any  time  make  ufe  of,  taxation 
neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  out  of 
their  view.  As  a  firrther  proof  of 
his  fincerity  upon  this  fabjedt  he 
declared,  that  there  was  no  means 
by  which  the  legiflative  authority 
and  commercial  controul  of  this 
countrv  over  the  colonies  could  be 
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infured,  but  by  combining  them 
with  taxation. 

This  explanation  gave  full  con¬ 
tent,  and  after  a  mixed  debate, 
which  lahed  till  ten  o’clock,  the 
quehion  being  put  upon  an  amend¬ 
ment  which  had  beeirearly  moved, 
'I'hat  the  land-tax  (liould  be  three 
fhillings  inftead  of  four,  it  pahed 
in  the  negative  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  182  to  47;  the  origi¬ 
nal  motion  then  palled  of  courle. 

In  two  days  after,  the 
*  houfe  beino;  in  a  committee 
upon  the  Militia  Bill,  a  motion 
was  made  tor  an  amendment,  by 
inferting  words  to  the  following 
purpofe  in  the  preamble.  That  the 
faid  power  of  aflembling  and  em¬ 
bodying  the  militia,  lhall  not  ex¬ 
tend  beyond  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  rebellion.  This  motion 
brought  on  Tome  warm  and  conli- 
derable  debates.  The  oppofilion 
faid,  that  if  the  minillers  oppofed 
this  motion,  it  would  convince 
them  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
fufpicions  they  had  formed  with 
refpeft  to  this  bill  were  too  well 
founded,  which  were,  that  it  was 
brought  in  merely  as  a  colourable 
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pretext  to  arm  the  crown  with  a 
power  hitherto  unknown  to  the 
conllitution. 

They  argued,  that  the  bill,  from 
the  very  frame  of  it,  was  taken  up 
on  a  temporary  idea,  and  dired- 
ed  to  temporary  purpofes,  wjiicli 
would  ceafe  to  be  objeds  of  policy, 
the  inllant  that  the  civil  war  was 
terminated.  That  the  avowed  ob- 
jed  and  principle  of  the  bill,  was; 
to  afford  a  greater  fcope  to  our  mi¬ 
litary  operations  in  America,  by 
making  fuch  a  provifion  for  inter  ¬ 
nal  defence  and  fecurity,  as  might 
enable  us  to  employ  the  Handing 
regular  forces  upon  that  fervice. 
That  however  neceffary  it  might 
be  in  cafes  of  real  and  great  emer¬ 
gency,  to  arm  the  crown,  pro  tem¬ 
pore,  with  extraordinary  powers 
for  certain  purpofes  of  fafety,  it 
was  always,  not  only  in  the  fpirit, 
but  pradice  of  our  government,  to 
recall  thofe  powers,  as  foon  as  the 
purpofes  were  anfvvered,  or  the 
motives  ceafed,  for  which  they 
were  granted.  And  that  it  could 
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not  be  pretended,  that  any  fair  or 
conllitutional  motive  would  remain 
after  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent 
troubles,  for  continuing  this  power 
in  the  crown,  as  it  was  already  en¬ 
abled  by  the  old  law,  to  call  out 
the  militia  in  all  other  cafes  of  real 
emergency.  And  they  infilled, 
that  the  very  point  meant  to  be 
covertly  carried  by  this  bill,  was 
what  no  king  of  England,  even  the 
moll  defpotic,  had  ever  been  able 
to  gain  ;  that  it  was  a  power  at  all 
times  retained,  and  till  now,  moll 
jealoully  watched  and  guarded  by 
the  people  ;  and  that,  on  this  was 
grounaed  the  leading  contefl  be¬ 
tween  Charles  theFirll  and  his  par¬ 
liament,  long  before  that  affembly 
had  been  charged  with  any  faddious 
[G]  3  views. 
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views,  or  had  entertained  any  idea 
of  the  troubles  which  afterwards 
took  place. 

On  the  other  fide,  great  enco¬ 
miums  were  made  on  the  popular 
and  confiitutional  defence  of  a 
militia^i  and  much  wonder  expreff- 
ed,  that  a  meafare  which  tended 
fo  particularly  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
people,  and  the  rendering  hand¬ 
ing  armies  unnecefiary,  fhould  be 
oppofed  by  thofe,  who  pretended 
a  more  than  ordinary  zeal  in  the 
care  and  protedlion  of  their  liber¬ 
ties.  That  the  apprehended  dan¬ 
gers  which  it  was  fuppcfed  would 
arife  from  the  powers  granted  by 
the  bill,  and  upon  which  fuch 
powers  of  colouring  had  been  be¬ 
llowed  to  render  them  frightful 
and  hideous,  were  purely  vifionary, 
and  mere  creatures  of  the  imagi¬ 
nation.  That  no  ill  ufe  could  be 
made  of  the  power,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  people  them- 
felves;  for  though  the  prince  might 
alfemble  the  militia,  they  mull  be 
paid  by  parliament.  That  pre¬ 
fuming  parliament  Ihould  become 
a  party  in  betraying  its  own  rights 
and  thofe  of  the  people,  was  fup- 
pofing  a  cafe  which  could  not  exiil, 
or  if  it  did,  which  no  human  pru¬ 
dence  or  forefight  could  poffibly 
guard  again  ft  ;  for  fuch  a  confpi- 
racy  of  the  executive  and  legiila- 
tive  powers  of  the  ftate,  fuppofed 
not  an  abufe,  but  an  aflual  fub- 
verfion  and  dilTolution  of  govern¬ 
ment.  That  all  reafoning  on  fuch 
an  hypothefis  was  abfurd  ;  who 
could  the  people  truft,  if  they 
could  not  truft  themfelves?  if  tht  y 
were  leized  with  fuch  a  madnefs  as 
to  make  a  furrender  of  their  rights 
and  liberties,  no  power  under  hea¬ 
ven  could  prevent  them. 

This  anfwer  feems  perfeilly  fa- 


tisfaflory  with  regard  to  the  gene- 
ral  power  of  the  crown  ®ver  the 
militia;  but  it  does  not  appear  of 
equal  force  to  remove  the  main  ob- 
jedlion,  and  which  ftruck  dire£lly 
at  the  principle  of  the  bill,  viz. 
the  rendering  a  law  perpetual,, 
which  was  framed  only  for  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  temporary  purpofe, 
without  any  apparent  motive,  or 
fufficient  caufe  for  fo  doing.  This 
was  by  no  means  fatisfadlorily  an- 
fwered,  it  being  only  evafively 
faid,  that  if  the  law  was  a  good 
one,  it  ftiould  always  ftand,  and  if 
otherwife,  fhould  not  pafs  at  all. 
This  would  prove  too  much;  as 
it  would  be  a  reafon  againft  all 
temporary  bills. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  rejecled  on  a 
divifion  in  the  committee,  by  a 
majority  of  140  to  55.  Another 
amendment  was  then  propofed. 

That  the  militia  fhould  not  be 
called  out  of  their  refpedlive  coun¬ 
ties,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  adlual  inva- 
fiond’  This  Iikewife  pafted  in  the 
negative.  A  claufe  was  then  pro- 
pofed,  to  impower  his  Majefty  to 
affemble  the  parliament  in  fourteen 
days,  whenever  the  prefent  aCl,  in 
the  event  of  a  war  or  rebellion  in 
any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
Britifh  crown,  ftiould  be  called 
into  operation.  This  claufe  v^-as 
agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 


15  th 


Several  motions  were 
made  on  the  fame  day  by 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  which  pro¬ 
duced  confiderable  debates  in  the 
other  houfe.  'I'he  firft  of  thefe 
was  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  an 
account  of  the  number  of  forces 
ferving  in  America,  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities, 
with  their  feveral  ftations  and  di- 
ftributions,  in  order  to  lay  a 

ground- 
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ground-vvoilc  for  fuch  advice  as 
that  houfe,  impelled  by  a  fenfe  of 
duty,  might  think  fit  to  fubmit  to 
his  Majefiy’s  conlideration.  The 
fecond,  for  a  ftate  of  the  army  now 
in  America,  according  to  the  lateft 
returns.  The  third,  for  laying 
before  them  the  plans  that  had 
been  adopted  for  providing  winter 
quarters  for  thofe  troops  ;  with 
an  account  of  the  number  of  forces 
in  the  provincial  army,  according 
to  the  beft  efiimate  that  could  be 
obtained.  The  fourth,  that  an 
cftimateof  the  forces  now  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  Ihould  be  laid 
before  them.  And  the  fifth,  that 
an  efiimate  of  the  military  force 
necefiary  to  be  fent  againfi  Ame¬ 
rica,  with  an  account  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  artillery,  fhoulJ  alfo  be  laid 
before  the  houfe. 

In  fupport  of  thefe  motions,  the 
fame  ground  was  taken,  which  had 
been  repeatedly  trodden  in  both 
houfes  lince  the  opening  of  the  fef- 
fion,  upon  the  fame  fubjed.  Some 
new  obfervations  were  however 
added.  It  was  faid,  that  they  had 
heard  oblique  cenfures  thrown  out 
upon  the  commanders  both  bv  fia 
and  land.  What  were  they  to  do, 
amidfi  fuch  a  chaos  of  charges,  de¬ 
nials,  blunders,  mifiakes,  imputed 
negligence,  and  incapacity?  Weie 
theyfiill  to  wander  in  darknefs  and 
uncertainty  ;  to  grope  their  way 
w'ithout  a  ray  of  light,  or  the 
fmallefi  information  for  their  di- 
redion  ?  Tney  profefied,  that 
they  did  not  want  cabinet,  but 
parliamentary  information  ;  they 
did  not  want  to  know  the  detail, 
nor  the  difierent  means  intended  to 
give  their  meafures  fuccefs  ;  they 
do  not  defire  to  fee  efiimates,  with 
Siny  view  of  comparing  them  with 
the  returns ;  nor  do  they  mean  to 


enter  into  any  enquiry,  wi}i  an 
intention  of  having  the  wrong  in¬ 
formation,  by  which  minifters  heve 
confefled  thenifeves  deceived  and 
mified,  traced  to  its  fource.  They 
only  wanted  to  know  that  general 
fiate  of  things,  and  thofe  fads, 
which  by  warning  them  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  they  had  to  encounter, 
would  point  out  the  befi  means  of 
obviating  or  furmounting  them  ; 
and  that  this  could  not  be  fo  well 
effeded  in  any  other  manner,  as 
by  learning  a  true  fiate  of  the  force 
preparing  againfi  us,  and  com¬ 
paring  it  with  our  own  abilities 
and  immediate  refources.  That 
there  were  precedents  in  favour  of 
fuch  motions  ;  and  the  enemy  was 
fo  fituated  as  to  come  readily  at  the 
account  of  what  was  fo  anxioufly 
concealed  from  parliament. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  enquiries 
propofed,  with  thofe  which  they 
were  fuppofed  to  lead  to,  were  faid 
to  be  unprecedented,  highly  im¬ 
proper  and  dangerous.  That  it 
was  contrary  to  every  rule  of  ofiice, 
as  well  as  every  maxim  of  war  and 
common  fenfe,  to  furnifli  our  ene¬ 
mies  with  fuch  intelligence,  as 
might  be  the  means  of  either  avail¬ 
ing  themfelves  of  our  wcaknefs,  or 
refifiing  our  power.  That  the  re- 
bfel  leaders  themfelves  could  not 
willi  for  any  thing  more  in  their 
favour,  than  a  difclofure  of  the 
plans  of  our  military  operations, 
and  an  exad  fiate  of  our  firength 
or  vveaknefs.  That  fecrecy,  whe¬ 
ther  with  refped  to  deliberation  or 
adion,  was  the  efi'ence  and  life  of 
war,  upon  which  its  fuccefs  mufi 
for  ever  in  a  great  degree  depend, i 
It  was  afferted,  that  the  meafures 
determined  here,  were  much  fooner 
known  in  the  rebel  camp,  than  in 
the  King’s  army.  And  it  was  in- 
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filled,  the  precedent  to  be 

eftaKifhed  by  a  compliance  with 
motions,  of  the  legiflative 
fencing  itfelf,and  breaking  in  upon 
the  executive  power, would  be  more 
[fano-erous  even  than  the  other  con- 

O  ^  ^ 

fequences,  as  it  muft  of  courfe,  if 
brought  into  pradlice,  totally  ob- 
llruft  the  meafures  of  government, 
and  render  it  impradlicable  to  con- 
du6l  the  public  affairs. 

The  debate,  as  ufual,  wandered 
from  the  main  fubjeft,  and  took 
in  feveral  branches  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  bufinefs.  Much  warmth  ap¬ 
peared,  and  fome  fevere  perfonal 
animadverfion  took  place,  upon 
different  occafions  which  occurred 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debates.  The 
queflion  being  at  length  put  upon 
each  of  the  motions  feparately, 
that  only,  for  an  eflimate  of  the 
forces  now  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  was  agreed  to.  The  red 
were  rejedled  without  a  divifion. 

The  oppofition  were  not  fo  de- 
jeffced  by  their  multiplied  defeats 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  as  to 
abandon  all  hopes  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  ;  they  daily  endeavoured  to 
fhew  it  neceffary  in  the  attempt, 
and  practicable  in  the  execution. 

,  ,  On  the  day  fucceeding 
^  ^  ‘  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  mo¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Burke,  notwithkanding 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  conciliatory 
propofitions  in  the  preceding  year, 
brought  in  a  bill  to  anfwer  the 
fame  purpofes  in  the  prefent. 

The  bufinefs  was  introduced  by 
a  petition  upon  the  prefent  Ameri¬ 
can  differences,  from  the  confider- 
able  cloathing  towns,  and  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Weftbury,  Warmin- 
ker,  andTrowbridge,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Wilts.  This  petition  was  in¬ 
tended:  to  counteract  a  late  addrefs 
which  had  been  procured  in  the 


fame  part  of  the  country,  and  tp 
prevent,  as  the  petitioners  fay,  the 
dreadful  effeCls  which  might  arife, 
from  fimilar  mifreprefentations  be¬ 
ing  conveyed  to  parliament.  But 
what  brought  it  direClly  home  to 
Mr.  Burke’s  object  of  conciliation, 
was  the  earnek  manner  in  which, 
they  deprecated  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war,  and  conjured  the  houfe, 
by  every  thing  folemn,  facred,  or 
dear,  to  adopt  fuch  lenient  mea¬ 
fures,  as  mip-ht  rekore  that  affec- 

'  ^  O 

tionate  intercourfe  betwCfen  this 
country  and  the  colonies,  which, 
they  faid,  could  alone  prevent  thofe 
calamities  that  they  mok  patheti¬ 
cally  lamented  or  deferibed.  He 
therefore  wifhed  (after  obferving 
that  the  manufacluring  part  of  the 
petitioners  were  all  men  who  car¬ 
ried  on  bufinefs  as  principals  upon 
their  own  account,  and  that,  he 
was  authorized  to  fay,  were  pef- 
feffed  of  more  than  half  a  milliori 
of  Englifh  property),  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  kiould  be 
con kd ered  as  an  exordium  to  the 
bufinefs  which  he  was  going  to 
propofe. 

The  motion  w^as,  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
compofing  the  prefent  troubles, 
and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  his 
Majeky’s  fubjeCfs  in  America.” 
Its  objeCl  was  to  procure  concilia¬ 
tion  and  peace  by  concekion  ;  and 
that  great  charter  from  the  crown 
to  the  people,  paffed  in  the  35th 
year  of  Edward  the  Firk,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Statutum 
de  tallagio  non  concedendo,  was  its 
avowed  model. 

The  framer  introduced  his  bill 
with  a  fpeech,  which  he  fupport- 
ed  for  upwards  of  three  hours  with 
great  ability,  and  which  feemed  to 
vie  with  the  magnitude  of  the  Tub- 
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Je6>,  in  the  am?zlng  compafs  of 
Britini  and  American  matter  which 
it  included.  He  complained  of  the 
difticulties  under  which  moderate 
men,  who  advifed  lenient  and 
healing  meafures,  lay,  in  times  of 
civil  commotion;  that  their  mode¬ 
ration  was  imputed  to  a  want  of 
zeal,  and  their  fears  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fafety  to  a  want  of  fpirit  ;  but 
that  on  the  prefent  unhappy  occa- 
fion,  thefe  were  incrcafed  in  an 
unufual  degree,  as  every  thing  that 
was  propofed  on  the  lide  of  lenity, 
w'as  unfairly  conftrued,  and  in- 
duklrioudy  reprefented,  as  intend¬ 
ed  to  give  a  countenance  to  rebel¬ 
lion  ;  and  that  fuch  arts  had  been 
praftifed,  and  menaces  thrown 
out,  as  would,  if  they  had  not 
been  oppofed  with  a  great  fnare  of 
/irmnefs  by  the  friends  to  the  peace 
of  their  country,  have  put  an  end 
to  all  freedom  of  debate,  and  in¬ 
deed  to  all  public  deliberation 
whatever. 

He  obferved  that  there  were 
three  plans  afloat  for  putting  an 
end  to  the  prefent  troubles.  The 
firff,  iimple  war,  in  order  to  a  per- 
I'ed  conqueft.  The  fecond,  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  war  and  treaty.  And  the 
third,  peace  grounded  on  concef- 
fion.  In  the  inveiligation  of  thefe 
he  obferved,  that  the  firll  branch¬ 
ed  into  two  parts  ;  the  one  dired 
by  conqueft,  the  other  indired  by 
diftrefs.  Fie  then  examined  the 
means  which  had  been  laid  before 
them,  for  carrying  on  the  enluing 
campaign  upon  the  former  princi¬ 
ple,  and  found  many  reafons  to 
Ihew  that  they  were  infufficient  for 
the  purpofe.  As  for  the  predato¬ 
ry,  or  war  by  diilrefs,  he  placed 
its  nature  and  confequences  in  va¬ 
rious  points  of  view,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  fatisfy  his  hearers,  that 


it  was  calculated  to  produce  the 
higheft  degree  of  irritation  and 
animofity,  but  never  had,  nor  ne¬ 
ver  could  induce  any  one  people 
to  become  fubjeds  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  another.  That  it  was  a 
kind  of  war  adapted  to  diftrefs  an 
independent  people;  but  not  to 
coerce  difobedient  fubjeds. 

He  concluded  the  fubjed  of  con- 
quefl  by  obferving,  that  as  there 
appeared  no  probability  of  fuccefs 
in  the  detail  of  any  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  that  were  propofed,  neither 
was  there  any  authority  to  give 
them  a  fandion  ;  not  one  military 
or  naval  officer  having  given  an 
opinion  in  their  favour,  and  feveral' 
of  the  hrfl,  in  both  departments, 
having  decided  diredly  againlt 
them.  Thus,  as  no  man  of  mili¬ 
tary  experience  would  vouch  for 
the  fufficiencypf  the  force,  neither 
would  any  one  in  the  commiffiariatc 
anfwer  for  its  fubfidence  from  the 
moment  that  it  left  the  fea-coaft  ; 
fo  that  its  fubfillence  and  its  opera¬ 
tion  was  confelTedly  incompati¬ 
ble. 

He  next  examined  the  mixed 
fyftem  of  war  and  treaty,  and  ex- 
pofed  with  his  ufual  acutenefs  and 
difquifuion,  its  numberlefs  defeds, 
ruinous  procraftination,  and  final 
inconclufivenefs.  He  ridiculed  the 
abfurdity  of  fending  out  pardons  to 
people  who  neither  applied  for, 
nor  would  accept  of  them  ;  as  if 
nothing  but  an  amnefiy  were  want¬ 
ing  to  rellore  peace  in  America  ; 
and  as  if  the  great  objeds  of  dif- 
pute  were  totally  loll;  and  forgotten. 
He  alfo  condemned  in  the  (trongefl; 
terms  the  arbitrary  powers  which 
were  to  be  veiled  in  the  commilTion- 
ers  of  granting  general  or  parti¬ 
cular  pardons,  in  fuch  manner, 
and  to  fuch  perfons  only,  as  they 

Ihould 


io6]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1776. 


ihould  think  proper  ;  without  any 
eflablifhed  line  for  the  government 
of  their  conduft  on  the  one  fide, 
or  known  meafure  of  obedience  for 
the  attainment  of  fecurity  on  the 
other. 

Having  endeavoured  to  eflabliili 
the  inefHcacy  and  ruinous  confer 
qnences  of  both  thefe  fyllems,  he 
proceeded  to  an  explanation  of  his 
own,  founded  upon  the  idea  of 
tOKceJJhn  previous  to  treaty.  He 
flated  the  neceflity  of  conceffion ; 
that  its  neceflity  being  admitted,  it 
ihould  be  immediately  adopted, 
and  appear  a  mere  adt  of  their  o^vn 
free  grace.  That  this  meafure,  be- 
fides  preventing  the  deftrudlivecon- 
fequences  attending  the  protrac¬ 
tion  incident  to  negociation,  would 
fuftain  their  own  dignity  much 
better,  and  have  infinitely  more 
efficacy  in  conciliating  the  colo¬ 
nies,  than  any  conceffion  upon 
treaty.  That  the  firll  ground  of 
treaty  mull  be  confidence.  That 
all  confidence  in  government,  on 
the  fide  of  the  Americans,  had 
been  deftroyed  through  the  mea- 
fures  purfued  for  the  lafl  ten  years. 
That  this  confidence  couldonly  be 
reflored  by  the  interpofition  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  by  its  coming  in  as  an 
aid  and  fecurity  for  government^ 
and  laying  out  fome  firm  ground 
as  a  foundation  for  conciufive  and 
final  peace. 

He  obferved,  that  as  taxation 
had  been  the  origin  of  the  prefent 
differences,  an  arrangement  pf 
that  queflion,  either  by  enforce¬ 
ment  or  conceffion,  was  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  indifpenfably  effential  to 
peace.  He  entered  largely  into 
that  fubjeft  ;  confidered  it  under 
both  heads,  and  faid,  that  the  im- 
pradicability  of  the  former  was 
now  acknowledged  by  the  minifters 


themfelves,  Ke  obferved,  that 
parliament  tVas  not  the  reprefenta- 
tive,  but  the  fovereign  of  Ameri¬ 
ca.  That  fovereignty  was  not  in 
its  nature  an  idea  of abftracl  unity  ; 
but  was  capable  of  great  complexi¬ 
ty  and  infinite  modihcaiions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  temper  of  thofewho 
are  to  be  governed,  and  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  things  ;  which  being 
infinitely  diverfiried,  government 
ought  to  be  adapted  to  them,  and 
to  conform  irfelf  to  their  nature, 
inflead  of  vainly  endeavouring  to 
force  that  to  a  contrary  bias. 
That  though  taxation  was  inherent 
inu.be  fupreme  power  of  fociety, 
taken  as  an  aggregate,  it  did  not 
follow  that  it  mufl  relide  in  any 
particular  power  in  that  fociety. 
Thus,  in  the  fociety  of  England, 
the  King  is  the  fovereign  ;  but  the 
power  of  the  purfe  is  not  in  his 
hands;  yet  this  does  not  derogate 
from  his  authority  in  thofe  things, 
in  which  the  conllitution  has  attri¬ 
buted  power  to  him. 

Having  preffed  the  neceffity  of 
giving  up  the  point  of  taxation  to 
the  utmoll,  he,  however,  expreff- 
ed  his  regret,  at  our  being  obliged 
to  furrender  any  (even  that  mod. 
odious  and  fcarcely  ever  to  be  ex- 
ercifed)  part  of  legillative  au¬ 
thority  ;  but  this  he  faid  was  the 
natural  and  inevitable  confequence 
of  injudicious  exertions  pf  power. 
That  people  who  quarrel  unrea- 
fonably  among  themfelves,  and 
will  not  reconcile  their  differences 
in  due  feafon,  muft  fubmit  to  the 
confequences  incident  to  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  they  have  involved 
themfelves.  That  there  was  no 
difhonour  in  any  kind  of  amica¬ 
ble  adjuftment  of  domeftic  quar¬ 
rels  ;  that  he  would  rather  yield 
an  hundred  points,  when  they 
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werp  Englifhmen  that  gave  and 
received,  than  a  fingle  point  to  a 
foreign  nation  ;  and  we  were  in 
fuch  circumllances  as  would  oblige 
us  to  yield  either  to  one  or  the 
other. 

He  then  Hated  the  reafons  which 
induced  him  to  make  the  Hatute 
de  tallagio,  35  Ed,  i.  the  pattern 
for  his  bill.  For  this  purpofe  he 
fliewed  the  iimiiaritv  of  the  an- 

j 

cient  difputes  that  arofc  between 
the  kings  and  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  fubjedl  of  taxation,  to 
thofe  now  fubrifting  between  the 
parliament  and  the  natives  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  that  the  claim  of  fovereignty 
was  the  fame  in  both  in  fiances, 
and  the  evils  which  were  effedlual- 
ly  removed  by  the  llatute  de  talla¬ 
gio, correfponded  exaftly  with  thofe 
which  ihe  prefent  bill  was  intended 
to  remedy.  That  they  had  hap¬ 
pily  a  precedent  of  the  firft  autho¬ 
rity  to  afford  a  clue  for  their 
condu6l.  For  however  the  qucffion 
of  right  was,  our  kings  were  for¬ 
merly  in  the  practice  of  levying 
taxes  upon  the  people  by  theirown 
authority;  that  they  juftified  this 
pradlice  upon  the  very  fame  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  with  the  fame  argu¬ 
ments,  which  are  now  ufed  to  fup- 
port  the  right  of  parliament  in  tax¬ 
ing  the  Americans.  They  contend¬ 
ed  that  the  crown,  being  charged 
with  the  public  defence,  mull  be 
furnilhed  alfo  with  the  means  of 
providing  for  it.  That  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  commit  a  trull  into 
the  hands  of  one  perfon,  and  to 
leave  the  power  of  executing  it  to 
depend  upon  the  will  of  another. 
I'liey  therefore  maintained  the 
king’s  indefeafible  right  to  tax  the 
people,  and  that  it  was  a  power  fo 
effential  to  fovereignty,  as  to  be 
infeparable  from  the  crown.  But 
notwithllanding  the  force  of  thefe 


arguments,  and  the  allurements  of 
the  claim,  one  of  the  greatell  and 
wifell  of  our  monarchs,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  and  pofitive  a£l,  cut  off  from 
the  fovereign  power  this  right  of 
taxing. 

That  llatute,  he  obferved,  has 
been  the  foundalion  .of  the  unity 
,and  happinefs  of  England  from 
that  time  ;  that  it  was  abfolutely 
fAent  about  the  rights  and  confined 
irfelf  to  giving  fatisfadion  in  fu¬ 
ture  ;  that  it  laid  down  no  general 
principles  which  might  tend  to 
aff^efl  the  royal  prerogative  in  other 
particulars;  and  that  in  all  human 
probability,  the  prefervation  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive,  was  owing  to  the  clear  and 
abfolute  furrendcr  of  that.  He 
Ihe  wed  that  llatute  confiiled  of 
three  principal  parts  ;  viz.  a  re¬ 
nunciation  of  taxing,  a  repeal  of 
all  laws  which  had  been  made  upon 
a  contrary  principle, — and  a  gene¬ 
ral  pardon.  He  then  Ihewed  the 
conformity  of  his  own  bill  to  thp 
fpirit  of  that  adl,  foppofing  Great 
Britain  to  Hand  in  the  place  of  the 
fovereign,  and  America  in  that  of 
the  fubjefl  ;  and  that  though  the 
circumllances  were  not  in  every 
refpedl  parallel,  they  were  fuffi- 
ciently  lo  to  jultify  his  following 
an  example,  that  gave  fatisfaflion 
and  fecurity  on  the  fubjeft  of  taxes, 
and  left  all  other  rights  and  powers 
whaifoever,  exa(Hly  upon  the  bot¬ 
tom  on  which  they  had  ftood  be¬ 
fore  that  arrangement  had  taken 
place. 

From  the  account  we  have  feen 
of  the  model,  it  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  form  fome  judgment  of  the 
conllruflion  of  the  copy.  The 
great  objefl  of  the  bill  was  a  re¬ 
nunciation  of  theexercife of  taxati¬ 
on, without  at  all  interfering  in  the 
quellion  of  right.  It  preferved  the 
$  power 
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power  of  levying  duties  for  the 
regulation  of  commerce,  but  the 
money  fo  raifed,  was  to  be  at  the 
diTpofal  of  the  feveral  general  af- 
femblies.  The  crown  was  em¬ 
powered,  when  neceffary,  to  con¬ 
vene  general  meetings  of  deputies 
from  the  feveral  colonies,  and  their 
afts  were  to  be  binding  upon  all. 
The  duty  ad  of  the  year  1767, 
with  the  late  coercive  and  penal 
laws,  were  to  be  repealed.  And 
a  general  amnefty  was  granted, 
upon  the  Americans  laying  down 
their  arms  within  a  given  time. 
All  future  revenues  v/ere  to  be 
free  aids  from  the  fubjeds  there, 
as  w'ell  as  here. 

The  principal  objedions  made 
to  the  bill  were,  that  it  conceded 
too  much  for  us,  and  not  near 
enough  to  fatisfy  the  Americans. 
That  their  claims  reached,  not  only 
to  the  declaratory  ad,  and  to  all 
the  others  palTed  fince  1763,  but 
included  in  their  fweep  all  the  re¬ 
venue  laws  from  the  ad  of  trade 
down  to  the  prefent  time.  They 
complain  of  all  laws  laying  duties 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  revenue, 
and  the  bill  goes  no  further  back 
than  the  year  1767  ;  but  to  render 
the  remedy  real  and  efficient,  it 
fhould  be  carried  back  to  the  year 
1672.  The  Americans  likewife 
complain  of  the  Admiralty  jurif- 
didion,  which,  though  it  has  un¬ 
dergone  fome  change  in  its  form, 
is  as  old  as  the  ad  of  navigation  ; 
this  bill,  which  means  to  redrefs 
their  grievances,  and  recover  their 
confidence,  ffiould  give  them  fa- 
tisfadion  on  that,  and  every  other 
head  of  grievance  ©r  complaint,  or 
it  did  nothing. 

As  the  bill  did  not  reach  far 
enough  to  anfwer  its  purpofes  on 
the  one  hand,  fo  they  faid  it  gave 


up  rights  on  the  other,  which  had 
never  been  called  in  quellion  till 
the  prefent  difputes  began.  For 
the  veftinp-  all  duties  which  ffiould 
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be  colleded  under  any  future  laws 
for  the  regulation  of  commerce  in 
the  difpofal  of  the  affernblies,  as  if 
they  had  been  levied  immediately 
under  their  authority,  was  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment,  and  eflabliffiing 
it  is  a  principle,  that  parliament 
never  had  any  right  to  the  difpofal 
of  fuch  revenues,  and  amounted  in 
fad,  to  a  virtual  repeal  of  all  the 
llatutes  from  the  ad  of  trade  down¬ 
wards,  in  which  any  fuch  fpecific 
appropriations  had  been  made. 

They  alfo  contended,  that  as  a 
plan  of  accommodation  had  been 
already  chalked  out  in  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  it  would  be  in¬ 
decent  and  difrefpedful  10  ma- 
jedy,  and  withdrawing  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  parliament  from  thofe 
miniders  who  advifed  the  meafure, 
to  adopt  any  other  plan  of  concif 
liation,  until  that  was  either  firll 
difpofed  of,  or  that  adminidration 
had  declined  the  undertaking.  A 
great  part  of  the  houfe  were  as 
ufual  of  opinion,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  coercion,  in  its  full  extent, 
could  anfwer  any  ufeful  purpofe, 
and  faid,  that  the  greater  difpofi- 
tion  Great  Britain  ffiewed  towards 
conciliation,  the  more  obdinate, 
^rebellious,  and  infolent,  America 
would  become. 

The  bill  was  ably  fupported,  and 
the  debates  long  and  intereding. 
Mod  of  the  leaders  and  able  fpeak- 
ers  in  oppofition  having  taken  a 
didinguiffied  part  in  them.  They 
were  alfo  powerfully  oppofed,  and 
the  mod  celebrated  orators  on  both 
fides,  were  faid,  to  have  merited 
on  that  day,  a  more  than  common 
ffiare  of  applaufe.  The  previous 

quellion. 
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ijueftion,  which  had  been  early 
nioved  for,  being  at  length  put, 
was  carried  upon  a  dlvifion,  at 
near  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
by  a  majority  of  jull  two  to  one, 
the  numbers  being  210,  to  105 
who  fupported  the  motion.  This 
was  the  higheit  proportion  in  num¬ 
bers  which  the  oppohtion  had  hi¬ 
therto  borne  to  the  majority. 

In  a  few  days  after,  the 
miniiler  brought  in  the  fa¬ 
mous  Prohibitory  Bill,  totally  in- 
terdidling  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  the  thirteen  united  colonies. 
All  property  of  Americans,  whe¬ 
ther  of  Ihips  or  goods,  on  the  high 
feas,  or  in  harbour,  are  declared 
forfeited  to  the  captors,  being  the 
officers  and  crews  of  his  Majefty’s 
fhips  of  war  ;  and  feveral  claufes 
of  the  bill  were  inferred  to  facili¬ 
tate  and  to  leffen  the  expence  of 
the  condemnation  of  prizes,  and 
the  recovery  of  prize  money.  T'his 
bill,  befides  its  primary  objeft,  re¬ 
pealed  the  Bofton  Port,  with  the 
hffiery,  and  retraining  a6ls,  their 
provifions  in  fome  inltances  being 
deemed  inefficient  in  the  prelent 
ftate  of  warfare,  and  their  opera¬ 
tion  in  others,  being  liable  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  that  of  the  intended 
law.  It  alfo  enabled  the  crown  to 
appoint  commiffioners,  who  be¬ 
fides  the  power  of  limply  granting 
pardons  to  individuals,  were  autho¬ 
rized  to  enquire  into  general  and 
particular  grievances,  and  empow¬ 
ered  to  determine,  v/hether  any 
part,  or  the  whole  of  a  colony, 
were  returned  to  that  ftate  of  obe¬ 
dience,  which  might  entitle  them 
to  be  received  within  the  King’s 
peace  and  protediion,  in  which 
cafe,  upon  a  declaration  from  the 
commiffioners,  the  reftridions  in 
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the  prefen t  bill  were  to  ceafe  in 
their  favour. 

The  fire  of  oppofition  was  re¬ 
kindled  by  this  bill,  and  it  was 
encountered  with  great  vigour  in 
both  houfes.  Is  this,  faid  they, 
the  conciliatory  propoficion  by 
which  the  houfe  and  the  nation 
have  been  flattered  ?  Are  we  to 
find  peace  in  a  cruel,  indiferimi- 
nate,  and  perpetual  declaration  of 
war,  againll  all  the  people  in  our 
own  colonies They  faid,  that  it  was 
cutting  off  at  the  root  all  hopes 
of  future  accommodation  ;  that  it 
drove  England  and  America  to  the 
fatal  extremity,  of  abfolute  con- 
queft  on  the  one  fide,  or  abfoiute 
independency  on  the  other.  That 
it  was  as  formal  an  acl/of  abdica¬ 
tion  as  could  be  penned,  of  our 
governmentover the  colonies.  That 
it  would  precipitate  the  Americans 
headlong  into  the  arms  of  fome  fo¬ 
reign  power  ;  that  it  would  com¬ 
pel  them  of  neceffity,  to  convert 
their  nferchant  fhips  into  priva¬ 
teers,  whereby  our  Weft:  India 
iftands  would, be  totally  ruined,  and 
our  foreign  commerce  in  general 
fuffer  greater  injury,  tfian  in  any 
war  in  which  we  had  ever  been  in¬ 
volved.  That  our  prefent  wife 
and  happy  councils  were  not  fatif- 
fied  with  the  lofs  of  America  ;  but 
they  muft  throw  Africa  and  the 
Weft;  Indies  after  it,  and  hazard 
the  fecurity  of  every  remaining  part 
of  the  empire,  in  whatever  quarter 
of  the  globe  it  was  fituated. 

The  fuppofed  abfurdity,  and 
contradiTory  nature  of  the  bill 
were  ridiculed.  It  begins,  faid 
they,  with  a  declaration  of  war, 
and  a  confifeation  of  the  efi-efls  of 
13  colonies,  and  after  35  of  the 
xnoft  violent,  cruel,  and  impolitic 

claufes. 
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claufes,  it  concludes  with  Tome 
fallacious  nugatory  provifions,  ra¬ 
ther  talking  about,  than  propofing 
the  attainment  of  peace.  Can  it 
be  ferioufly  faid  or  expected,  that 
offers  of  pardon  will  fatisfy  men 
who  acknowledge  no  crime,  and 
who  are  confcious,  not  of  doing 
but  of  fuffering  wrong?  Or  will 
the  profpedf  of  exemption  from 
commercial  feizures,  without  the 
redrefs  of  any  grievance,  difarm 
thofe  who  have  deliberately  refuf- 
ed  all  commerce  until  their  grie¬ 
vances  lhall  be  redreffed.  It  was 
alfo  contended,  that  as  the  x4me- 
ricans  would  inevitably  open  their 
ports  to  foreigners  in  confequence 
of  this  bill,  fo  it  w^ould  of  courfe 
involve  the  minifters  in  that  evil, 
which,  notwithilanding  their  do- 
meftic  fanguinary  difpofition,  they 
of  all  others,  dreaded  the  moil;  ;  it 
would  involve  them  in  a  foreign 
war,  which  they  had  fo  repeated¬ 
ly  facrificed  the  national  honour  to 
avoid. 

It  was  faid  in  fupport  of  the 
bill,  that  the  Americans  were  al¬ 
ready  in  a  Hate  of  warfare  with  us, 
and  while  that  war  continued,  it 
muft  neceffarily  be  carried  on  by 
fea  and  land,  and  conduced  in 
every  manner  and  refpefl,  at  it 
would  have  ;been  againft  alien  ene¬ 
mies.  That  the  nature,  "^licuation, 
and  diftance  of  that  continent,  ren¬ 
dered  the  operations  by  fea  indif- 
penfable,  as  thofe  by  land,  with¬ 
out  that  auxiliary,  if  not  infuffi- 
cient,  would  at  lead;  prove  dilatory, 
and  the  attainment  of  their  objed 
diftant.  That  the  ftronger,  more 
urgent,  and  immediate,  the  coer¬ 
cion  was,  the  fewer  would  be  the 
mifchiefs,  the  lefs  the  expence,  and 
the  fooner  would  peace  and  order 
be  reftored.  That  an  ill-judged 
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appearance  of  lenity,  by  flaying, 
or  rendering  languid,  the  hand  of 
coercion,  would  be  cruelty  in  the 
extremeil  degree,  and  prove  equal¬ 
ly  ruinous  to  England  and  Ame¬ 
rica, 

That  whatever  real  or  apparent 
hardlhips  or  feverities  were  con¬ 
tained  in  the  bill,  they  were  un¬ 
avoidable  in  the  prefent  date  of 
things,  and  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Americans,  either  colledively 
or  individually,  to  prevent  their 
operation.  That  the  commiffion- 
ers  went  out  with  the  fvvord  in  one 
hand,  and  terms  of  conciliation  in 
the  other.  America  had  the  choice. 
Every  colony  had  it  in  its  power 
to  take  the  benefit  of  the  latter. 
It  had  only  to  acknowledge  the 
legiilative  fupremacy  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  or  if  unwilling  to  accede  to 
fuch  a  general  declaration,  to  con¬ 
tribute  of  its  own  accord  towards 
the  fupport  of  government,  and 
thereby,  as  one  of  the  parts  of  the 
empire,  entitle  itfelf  to  the  pro- 
te£lion  of  the  whole,  and  the  work 
was  done,  no  feverity  or  hardihip 
would  be  known  by  that  colony. 

As  to  the  Ioffes  which  our  mer¬ 
chants  and  the  Wed  India  idands 
might  fiidain,  thefe,  if  real,  could 
only  be  lamented  among  the  many 
other  evils  incident  to  war.  But 
thefe  evils,  they  faid,  were  pure¬ 
ly  imaginary,  and  only  held  out  to 
didrefs  government,  and  impede 
its  operations,  by  alarming  the  i 
minds  of  the  people,  and  exciting  ; 
a  domedic  ferment.  Would  any 
one  venture  to  affert,  that  Ame¬ 
rica,  deditute  of  refources,  with¬ 
out  a  diip  of  war  in  her  podedion, 
and  all  her  ports  and  docks  open  1 
to  our  fleets,  could  encounter  the 
naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  ori 
that  the  latter  was  not  fuflicient  toi 

proteft ;! 
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proted  our  illands  and  commerce 
from  lofs  and  infult  ?  With  refpe^l 
to  foreign  powers,  their  difpofi- 
tions  were  faid  to  be  friendly  to¬ 
wards  us  ;  but  were  it  otherwife^ 
none  of  them  who  held  poffeflions 
in  America,  could  be  fo  blind  to 
their  own  interell  and  fecurity,  as 
to  encourage  or  fupport  the  rebel¬ 
lion  of  colonies;  much  lefs  to  fuf- 
fer  the  ellablifhment  of  an  inde¬ 
pendent  ftate  in  the  new  world. 

The  bringing  in  of  this  bill  was 
attended  with  an  unufual  circum- 
ftance.  Mr.  Fox  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment,  to  leave  out  the  whole  title 
and  body  of  the  bill,  excepting 
only  the  parts  which  related  to 
the  repeal  of  the  Bofton  Port,  the 
hihery,  and  the  reltraining  afts. 
This  motion  occafioned  very  warm 
debates,  and  much  animadverfion, 
which  continued  till  after  mid¬ 
night,  when  the  quellion  being 
put,  the  amendment  was  rejedlcd 
upon  a  divilion,  by  a  majority  of 
192  to  64.  only. 

The  bill  was  not  lefs  debated  on 
the  ilf  of  December,  when  it  was 
brought  up  for  the  fecond  reading. 
In  this  ftage,  it  was  moved  to 
commit  it  for  the  5th,  upon  which 
feveral  gentlemen  requelled  the 
miniller  to  poftpone  it  for  a  few 
days,  as  the  Well  India  merchants 
and  planters  had  advertifed  for  a 
meeting  of  their  body,  upon  that 
fubjefl,  on  the  6th,  thereby  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  lay¬ 
ing  any  evidence  or  information 
they  Biould  think  neceflary  before 
the  houfe.  This,  though  alked  as 
a  favour,  was  alfo  reprefen  ted  as 
a  matter  of  fairnefs  and  juflice, 
where  property  was  in  any  degree 
concerned,  much  more  when  fo 
immenfe  a  lhare  of  it  was  at  Hake 
as  in  the  prefent  inllance.  The 


requeft,  however,  not  being  com¬ 
plied  with,  it  was  moved  to  amend 
the  former  motion,  by  putting  off 
the  commitment  of  the  bill  to  the 
1 2th.  This  amendment  was  loll 
upon  a  divifion,  of  207  to  55  ; 
and  the  main  quellion  being  put, 
after  fome  further  debate,  was  car¬ 
ried. 

On  the  5th,  it  again  caufed 
much  debate.  Several  gentlemen, 
who  wifhed  to  vote  for  the  conci¬ 
liatory  part,  but  not  for  any 
other,  complained  that  in  its  pre¬ 
fent  form,  it  was  an  heterogeneous 
irreconcilable  mixture  of  war  and 
conciliation  ;  that  this  mixture  of 
hodility  and  conciliation  in  the 
fame  bill,  muif  be  intended,  either 
to  confound  the  attention  by  the 
variety  of  the  objedls,  and  divert 
it  from  cbferving  the  incongruity 
of  the  various  parts,  or  to  preclude 
debate,  by  carrying  on  the  fubjedl- 
matter  of  two  bills  in  one.  Lord 
Folkedone  therefore  moved,  that 
the  bill  might  be  divided  into  two 
feparate  ones, that  each  might  be fe- 
parately  confidered  and  debated. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  fup- 
ported  by  arguing,  that  nothing 
was  fo  natural  as  what  had  been 
called  fo  contradidory ;  w^ar  or 
peace  in  the  fame  propolirion. 
That  they  were  the  proper  alter¬ 
native  in  all  fuch  contells;  war  or 
refinance ;  peace  or  fubmilTion, 
What  would  the  oppofition  have 
faid  if  no  powers  of  peace  had  been, 
left  ?  Though  the  motion  was  re- 
je£led  by  a  majority  of  76  to  34, 
the  debates  were  continued  in  the 
committee,  and  carried  on  to  the 
enfuing  day,  with  great  warmth 
and  feverity  of  obfervation.  Ano¬ 
ther  motion  was  made,  that  the 
chairman  ihould  leave  the  chajr, 
in  order  to  give  time  to  the  Well- 

India 
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India  m^rthants  to  prepare  and 
prefent  their  petition,  which  was 
overruled  by  a  majority  of  126  to 
34.  Other  motions  were  made, 
and  received  a  negative  without  a 
divifion.  Some  amendments  were 
however  propofed  and  adopted. 
The  claufe  for  veiling  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  the  feizures  in  the  captors, 
was  ftrongly  combated.  It  was  faid 
that  it  would  be  a  difgrace  to  the 
honour  of  the  navy,  which  would 
be  degraded  by  it  into  the  rank  of 
pirates ;  that  it  would  taint  the 
principles  and  corrupt  the  hearts 
of  our  brave  feamen,  who  would 
thereby  acquire  habits  of  cruelty, 
qf  piracy,  and  of  robbery,  with 
refpecl  to  their  fellow-fubje<5ls, 
which  could  never  be  worn  off ; 
that  it  would  extinguilh  in  their 
breads,  all  patriotfm,  all  national 
pride  and  glory,  and  all  generous 
ardour  againd  our  natural  ene¬ 
mies,  and  fubditnte  in  their  place 
a  bafe  indifcriminate  fpirit  of 
rapine,  which  would  equally  affedl 
friends  and  foes. 

The  extraordinary  difcretionary 
powers  granted  to  the  commiffion- 
ers  were  much  condemned,  and 
faid  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
fhould  not  be  intruded  to  any  fet 
of  men  in  a  free  government ;  that 
they  were  veded  in  the  fovereign 
upon  certain  occadons,  but  his  mi- 
niders  were  confidered  as  refpon- 
iible  for  the  due  exercife  of  them  ; 
fo  that  this  bill  granted  a  defpotic 
and  uncontroulabie  power  to  the 
commiflioners,  which  the  crown 
itfelf  did  not  polTefs.  One  gentle¬ 
man  obferved,  that  as  this  bill 
anfwered  all  the  purpofes,  which 
the  mod  fanguin^  and  violent  of 
the  Americans  could  wilh,  in  or¬ 
der  to  oblige  their  people  to  coa- 
lefce  as  one  man  in  iOhaking  off 
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our  sfOvernment>  its  title  fhould 
be  altered  and  htted  to  its  purpofe, 
and  then  it  would  be  entitled, 
A  bill  for  carrying  more  effec¬ 
tually  into  execution  the  refolves 
of  the  Congrefs.’* 

Upon  receiving  the  report  from 
the  committee  on  the  8th,  the  pe¬ 
tition  from  the  Wed  India  mer¬ 
chants  was  read,  and  counfel  heard 
in  its  fupport,  after  which  it  was 
moved,  to  podpone  the  further 
confideration  of  the  report  until 
the  23d  of  the  following  January. 
This  was  fupported  upon  the  thin- 
nefs  of  the  houfe,  mod  of  the 
country  gentlemen  having  quitted 
town.  It  was  faid,  to  offend  againd 
every  rule  of  decency,  to  be  equal¬ 
ly  difgraceful  to  parliament,  and 
injurious  to  the  nation,  to  hurry  on 
national  bulinefs  of  the  greated 
magnitude  and  importance,  at  fuch 
a  feafon,  and  in  fo  fhameful  and 
unprecedented  a  manner. 

To  thefe  and  numberlefs  other 
driflures  it  was  replied,  that  early 
notice  had  been  given  of  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  bill  ;  that  a  fort¬ 
night  had  elapfed  between  the 
motion  for  bringing  it  in  and  the 
fecond  reading,  which  was  the 
time  for  debating  the  principle  of 
a  bill  ;  that  as  it  parfued  the  ideas 
thrown  out  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  the  mod  exadl  confor¬ 
mity,  it  could  confequently  contain 
nothing  novel  ;  and  that  no  mat¬ 
ter  or  circumdance  could  poffibly 
arife  during  the  recefs  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  could  alter  their  fen- 
timents  with  reipefl  to  America, 
except  its  fubir.ilfion,  in  which 
event  the  bill  would  ceafe  to  ope¬ 
rate.  The  whole  of  the  American 
bufincfs  was  this  day  as  fully  de-« 
bated,  and  as  eagerly  difcuffed,  as 
if  this  had  been  the  fird  time  of 

its 
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its  coming  before  them.  The* 
queftion  being  at  length  put,  the 
motion  for  poftponing  the  report 
was  rejefted. 

A  motion  being  then  made  by, 
Mr.  Burke,  that  Mr,  Delancey,  a 
gentleman  of  great  confideration 
at  New-York,  and  now  obliged  to 
come  to  England  on  account  of 
his  difTent  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  Congrefs,  fhould  attend  the 
houfe,  it  was  rejedted.  Upon 
which,  with  a  defign  to  expofe  the 
negleft  of  all  evidence,  and  refu- 
fal  of  information,  which  now  pre¬ 
vailed,  the  following  motion  w'as 
made,  “  That  it  is  neceffary  and 
proper  to  come  to  a  ref’olution,  that 
evidence  relative  to  the  ftate  of 
America,  the  temper  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  there,  and  the  probable  ope¬ 
rations  of  an  a<fl  now  depending, 
is  unnecefiary  to  this  houfe  ;  this 
houfe  being  already  fufficiently 
acquainted  with  thofe  matters.” 

On  the  iith,  previous  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  Prohibitory 
Bill,  a  motion  was  made  by  go¬ 
vernor  Johnfton,  that  no  evidence 
had  been  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
the  delinquency  of  the  province  of 
Georgia,  which  was  notwithftand- 
ing  included  in  the  fame  common 
punilhment  with  the  other  colonies. 
Th  is  motion  aif)  tended  to  (hew 
the  abfurdity  of  proceeding  with¬ 
out  information,  and  the  injuf- 
tice  of  condemning  without  proof. 
Though  this  motion  pafTed  in  the 
negative,  it  occafioned  a  warm  de¬ 
bate,  in  which  the  minifter's  were 
.  hard  put  to  fupport  the  charge  of 
delinquency. 

As  the  minority  now'  declared 
that  they  faw,  that  ail  attempts  to 
withftand  the  force  which  w'as  car¬ 
rying  the  bill  through  were  utter¬ 
ly  futile,  and  that  the  country  gea- 
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tlemen  had  (as  they  faid)  (hame- 
fully  deferred  their  duty,  and 
abandoned  the  public  buf  nefs,  moftv 
of  them  grew  weary  of  fo  fruitlefs 
a  conteft,  and  the  houfe  was  thin¬ 
ly  attended  on  that  fide,  at  the 
time  of  pafiing  the  bill.  An  at¬ 
tempt  was  however  made  to  lelTeii 
the  rigour  of  forfeitures,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  trade  between  our 
Well:  India  iflands  and  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  America,  the  flips  ia 
w'hich  were  liable  to  confifcation, 
before  they  could  poffibly  know 
that  they  had  incurred  any  penal¬ 
ty,  or  that  any  fuch  law  was  in  ex¬ 
igence.  Another  was  alfo  made, 
to  defer  the  laft  reading  till  after 
the  holidays  ;  but  they  both  prov¬ 
ed  equally  fruitlefs,  and  the  bill 
was  paiTed  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  1 12  to  16  only. 

We  mull  now  recur  to  feveral 
tranfaftions  w-hich  paffed  during 
the  progrefs  of  this  bill.  We  have 
already  feen  that  feveral  fruitlefs 
attempts  had  been  made  by  eppo- 
fition,  to  obtain  information  as  to 
the  fate  of  the  forces  in  North 
America,  as  well  as  of  the  expen- 
vces  hitherto  incurred  on  the  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  that  fervice,  fo  far  as 
they  could  be  made  out.  Notwdth- 
ftanding  the  confant  difappoinU 
ment  that_  attended 
thele  enquiries,  Mr. 

Fox  moved,  to  lay  before  the  houfe, 
an  account  of  the  expences  of  the 
faff,  hofpitals, extraordinaries,  and 
all  military  contingencies  whatfo- 
ever,  of  the  army  in  America, 


from  Auguft  1773,  to  Augull  i775» 
incluiive.  He  laid  that  he  had 
drawn  up  the  motion  in  thofe 
words,  in  order  that  it  might  com¬ 
prehend  and  lay  open  an  aftonifh- 
ing  feene  of  miniferial  delufion  to 
the  houfe,  d'hat  it  would  bring 
{*H]  the 
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the  flaff,  which  had  been  artfully 
held  back,  into  the  fall  -glare  of 
day  ;  it  would  Ihew  that  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  ordnance  in  the  year 
1775,  had  exceeded  that  in  any 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough’s  glo¬ 
rious  campaigns ;  and  it  would 
give  fufficient  ground  for  predic¬ 
tion,  that  it  would  in  the  prefent 
year  be  conliderably  greater,  than 
in  any  of  the  moft  viftorious  ones 
of  the  lalf  war,  when  we  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  conteft,  either  dire6lly 
or  indireflly,  wkh  almoft  all  the 
gre'at  powers  in  Europe,  and  re¬ 
tained  a  military  force  of  338,000 
men  in  aflual  pay  ;  it  would  fhew 
how  they  were  impofed  upon  in  all 
other  ellimates  as  well  as  in  that 
of  the  ordnance,  in  which  the  mi- 
nifter  had  the  temerity  to  incur  a 
debt  of  240,000!,  though  every 
branch  of  the  military  fervice'  had 
been  amply  provided  for  by  his  own 
acknowledgment,  and  according  to 
his  own  arrangement. 

The  miniilers  paid  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  reafons  urged  in  fup- 
port  of  this  enquiry.  They  faid, 
that  fome  of  the  accounts  were  on 
the  table,  and  they  would  all  be 
regularly  laid  there,  in  their  pro¬ 
per  feafon  ;  that  they  appertain¬ 
ed  to  different  heads  of  fervice  or 
provifion,  and  came  properly  un¬ 
der  examination,  when  thofe  fe- 
veral  heads  were  to  be  confidered ; 
that  it  was  unufual,  irregular,  and 
troublefome,  to  demand  fuch  ac¬ 
counts,  when  there  was  no  quelHon 
or  buhnefs  before  the  houfe  to  au¬ 
thorize  fuch  demands;  and  that 
however  adminiftration  might  be 
difpofed  to  comply  with  fuch  a  re- 
quifition,  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  do  it,  as  feveral  of  the  accounts 
were  not  yet  received. 

This  refufal,  and  the  indiffer¬ 
ence  with  which  it  was  accom¬ 


panied,  brought  on  fome  fevere 
itriftures.  It  was  inlifled,  that  the 
motion  was  ftriddly  parliamentary  ; 
that  it  could  convey  no  fecret  to 
the  enemy  ;  that  no  inllance  could 
be  produced  of  the  refufal  of  fuch 
information,  except  in  cafes  where 
the  want  of  the  neceffary  materials 
rendered  the  compliance  impoffi- 
ble ;  that  this  was  obviated  by 
the  mover,  who  required  no  ac¬ 
counts  nor  information  but  what 
were  in  their  cudiody  or  power. 
That  their  fitting  any  longer  there 
was  a  mere  farce,  and  could  an- 
fwer  no  purpofe  of  their  inftitu- 
tion,  if  accounts  of  that  nature 
could  be  refufed.  The  queliioK 
paffed  in  the  negative  without  a 
diviiion. 

On  the  fame  day  the  militia  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  when  a 
rider  was  propofed  by  Sir  George 
Saville,  and  received,  by  which 
its  duration  was  limited  to  feven 
years.  The  bill  was  then  paffed. 

The  third  reading  of  the 
Indemnity  Bill,  brought 
on  a  very  warm  and  animated 
debate.  A  motion  was  made  for 
leaving  out  of  the  preamble  thefe 
words,  doubts  having  been  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  legality  of  the  mea- 
fure;”  and  to  infert  in  their 
place  the  following  amendment, 
**  that  the  meafure  of  fending 
the  Hanoverian  troops  to  the  gar- 
rifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca 
was  not  warranted  by  law,  and 
was  againft  the  fpirit  of  the  con- 
iHtution.”  It  was  contended  in 
fupport  of  the  motion,  that  the 
bill  in  its  prefent  Hate  carried  an 
abfurdity  glaring  on  its  very  face  ; 
its  body  contained  an  indemnity 
for  an  offence,  while  the  preamble 
declared  that  none  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  ;  that  it  was  an  infult  upon 
the  houfe  to  propofe  the  remittal 
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of  a  pilnifhment,  and  to  make  it 
acknowledge  at  the  fame  time  that 
none  had  been  incurred;  the 
mockery,  they  faid,  was  too  grofs 
to  be  endured.  That  however 
dangerous  the  meafure  of  intro- 
ducing  foreign  troops  was,  the 
precedent  to  be  edablifhed  by  the 
bill  was  infinitely  more  fo,  as  it 
was  obtaining  the  fandlion  of  par¬ 
liament  for  that  violation  of  the 
laws,  and  dangerous  infraction  of 
the  conftitution.  That  the  mini- 
iler  came  before  the  houfe  in  a 
fltuation,  no  other  had  ever  ven¬ 
tured;  he  firit  violated  the  laws  of 
his  country,  and  then  had  the  ef¬ 
frontery  to  come  to  parliament,  not 
to  claim  its  indulgence,  but  to 
make  it  teftify,  that  what  he  had 
done  was  perfectly  right  and  unex¬ 
ceptionable. 

It  can  fcarcely  pafs  obfervation, 
that  the  minifter  found  himfelf 
frequently  obliged  to  vary  his 
ground  in  the  courfe  of  this  bull- 
nefs.  In  its  beginning,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  defection  of  the  court 
part  of  the  country  gentlemen,  af¬ 
ter  an  appearance  of  firmnefs  which 
bordered  upon  obflinacy,  he  fud- 
dcnly  feemed  to  conform  to  their 
ideas,  in  agreeing  to  the  bringing 
in  of  the  Indemnity  Bill.  When 
the  great  point  of  the  addrefs  was 
gained,  he  feemed  totally  to  for¬ 
get  the  matter,  and  did  not  wilh 
to  be  reminded  of  it.  Their  im¬ 
portunity  at  length  growing  trou- 
blefome,  and  many  great  points 
fill  remaining  to  be  obtained,  he 
feemed  to  coincide  in  their  opi¬ 
nion,  and  accordingly  brought  in 
the  bill ;  but  took  care  to  condrui^f 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  it 
fhould  anfv/er  purpofes  extremely 
differing  from  thofe  which  they 
intended.  Since  that  time,  he  had 


continually  varied  his  tone,  from 
firmnefs  to  conceffon,  and  from 
conceffion  to  firmnefs,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  objeCls  he  had  in  view, 
and  to  the  apparent  complexion 
and  prefent  temper  of  the  houfe. 
Having  now  nearly  carried  all  the 
great  points  of  the  feffion  through, 
and  moft  of  the  country  gentlemea 
being  abfent,  he  returned  to  his 
original  doCtrine,  from  which  he 
would  not  recede  in  the  fmallefl 
degree,  and  declared,  that  as  far 
as  his  vote  went,  he  would  not 
fuffer  the  alteration  of  a  tittle  in 
the  bill  ; — he  vvanted  no  indemni¬ 
ty,  and  let  thofe  who  were  in  love 
with  the  meafure,  take  the  bill  as 
it  was,  or  not  at  all.  However 
innocent  the  motives  were,  it  cer¬ 
tainly  afforded  matter  of  uneafinefs 
to  the  friends  of  government,  and 
to  thofe  who  were  the  moft  remote 
from  party  views  and  prejudices, 
to  fee  the  court  fo  eager,  at  this 
critical  time,  to  eftablifh  a  pre¬ 
cedent  for  the  introdudlion  of  fo¬ 
reign  troops  without  the  confent 
of  parliament,  and  fo  anxious  to 
prevent  any  thing  like  a  cenfure 
which  might  in  future  be  a  clog  to 
fuch  a  meafure. 

The  amendment  was  rejefled 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
130  to  58  ;  and  the  bill  according¬ 
ly  paffed  in  its  original  ftate. 

In  purfuance  of  the  in-  , 
ftruftions  from  the  city  of 
London  to  its  reprefentatives, 
Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  made  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  to  impart  to  the  houfe  the 
original  authors  and  advifers  of 
feveral  of  the  late  meafures  (which 
were  pafi'ed  into  laws,  and  were 
now  fpecified)  relative  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  before  thofe  meafures  were 
propofed  in  parliament.  I'his 
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bufinefs  was  undertaken  without 
the  approbation  of,  or  any  concert 
with,  oppofition  in  general,  who 
difiiked  it  upon  many  accounts, 
particularly,  as  being  ineffe£live 
in  its  nature,  very  unparliamen¬ 
tary  in  its  form  and  fpirit,  as  not 
being  founded  upon  any  fa(5l,  and 
as  offering  a  juftification  to  mini- 
liers,  by  taking  away  their  re- 
fponfibility,  and  fuppoling  their 
obnoxious  meafures  to  be  the  ails 
of  other,  or  of  unknown,  perfons. 
The  miniiler  turned  it  into  ridi¬ 
cule,  with  much  wit  and  fpirit; 
and  the  oppofition,  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  it  without  a  flat  nega¬ 
tive,  called  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  failing  in  that,  they 
moved  the  previous  queftion  ;  but 
the  miniflers  being  determined  that 
the  motion  fliould  not  pafs  with¬ 
out  reprobation,  prevented  that 
cfcape  by  a  majority  of  156  to  16; 
and  the  main  queftion  being  then 
put,  the  motion  was  rejedled  upon 
a  diviflon,  by  a  majority  of  163 
to  10  only. 

Thediicouragement  arifing  from 
the  difappointment  which  he  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  preceding  fef- 
flon,  was  not  fufticient  to  deter 
yv  ,  Mr.  Hartley  from  a  fi- 
^  *  milar  attempt  in  the 

prefent,  with  a  view  of  bringing 
about  a  reconciliation  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies. 
Hi«  plan  of  accommodation,  which 
in  its  ground  and  principle  was 
much  the  fame  w'ith  his  former, 
was  principally  formed  on  the  ge¬ 
neral  language  of  adminiftration 
and  that  of  the  Congrefs,  which, 
he  was  of  opinion,  did  not  fo  much 
difagree  as  was  commonly  ima- 
gined ;  the  former  growing  every 
day  more  apparently  indifferent 
about,^axation,  and  the  latter  ad¬ 


mitting  a  general  fuperintendency 
in  parliament. 

The  obje(5l  of  his  propolitions 
w'ere,  firft,  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty  for  a  fufpenfton  of  hoftilities  5 
a  bill  to  enable  the  province  of 
Maffachufets  bay  to  eledl  an  affem- 
bly  and  council,  according  to  their 
late  charter;  a  teft  bill,  eftablllh- 
ing  a  right  of  trial  by  jury,  in  all 
criminal  cafes,  to  all  flaves  in 
North  America,  for  annulling  all 
laws  in  any  province  repugnant 
thereto,  and  to  be  reaiftered 
by  the  refpedive  affemblies  of  all 
the  colonies.  Upon  a  compliance 
with  this  teft  of  obedience,  the 
operation  of  the  two  following 
bills  was  to  commence,  viz.  a  bill 
for  a  permanent  reconciliation, 
by  repealing  all  the  laws  fince  the 
year  1763,  and  thereby  placing 
the  colonies  in  the  exacl  fituation 
in  which  they  flood  at  that  time; 
and  a  general  indemnity  bill.  The 
whole  was  conceded  with  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne, 
that  when  quiet  was  reftored,  it 
might  be  proper  to  fend  letters  of 
requifition,  as  ufual,  to  the  feveral 
colonies,  for  fuch  fupplies  as  were 
neceffary  for  government  and  de¬ 
fence.  This  propofition  feems  to 
have  been  carried  on  nearly  as  lit¬ 
tle  in  concert  with  the  generality 
of  the  oppofition  as  the  former. 

The  minifters  treated  thofe  con¬ 
ciliatory  propofitions  with  fome 
degree  of  inattention  and  indiffer¬ 
ence,  They  faid,  in  general,  that 
the  main  fubjed  of  thefe  motions 
had  been  already  frequently  and 
fully  difcuffed  ;  that  until  the  plan 
propofed  from  the  throne  was  tried, 
and  its  eft'eds  known,  it  was  nu¬ 
gatory,  and  wafting  the  time  of 
the  houfe,  to  break  in  upon  them 
with  frelh  propofals;  that  the 
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f^nfe  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
houfe  had  been  frequently  de¬ 
clared  againft  the  principles  of 
thefe  refolutions ;  that  they  held 
out  no  fecurity,  and  were  accom¬ 
panied  with  no  folemn  fandion, 
that  if  they  were  acceded  to  on 
our  part,  they  would  be  accepted 
by  the  Americans  ;  that  the  claim 
of  taxation  virtually  included  the 
claim  of  fovereignty,  it  being  im- 
polfible  to  relinquiih  the  one  with¬ 
out  furrendering  the  other;  and 
that  the  idea  of  obtaining  a  pro- 
duflive  revenue  from  America  had 
never  been  abandoned. 

The  debate  was  of  courfe  fhort, 
and  the  queftion  being  put  upon 
the  firft  refolution,  it  was  rejefted 
upon  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of 
123  to  Ml;  the  other  refolutions 
received  a  negative  without  a  divi- 
fion. 

The  Indemnity  Bill,  after  all 
the  trouble  it  had  given  to  the  mi- 
mifterand  to  the  country  gentlemen 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was 
thrown  out  by  the  Lords.  It  was 
oppofed  in  that  houfe  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham,  who  con* 
demned  it  in  very  ilrong  terms, 
upon  the  direfl  variance  between 
the  preamble  and  the  enabling 
claufes ;  he  faid,  that  the  holding 
out  of  an  indemnity,  while  it  af- 
fcrted  that  the  perfons  indemnified 
were  guilty  of  no  offence,  would 
render  it  a  difgrace  to  our  laws  and 
Jegiflation  ;  and  that  it  befides, 
under  that  colour  of  indeinnity, 
gave  a  fanclion  to  a  glaring  viola¬ 
tion  both  of  the  law  and  conflitu- 
tion,  in  placing  foreign  troops  in 
our  garrifons.  As  the  Lords  in 
adminiftration  agreed  with  the  nO'* 
ble  Marquis  upon  the  point  of  im¬ 
propriety  or  abfurdity  in  its  ftruc- 
lure,  4nd  did  not  think  an  in¬ 


demnity  at  all  neceflary,  they  rea¬ 
dily  coincided  in  rejefling  the  bill, 
fo  that  it  was  thrown  out  without 
either  defence  or  divifion. 

The  Prohibitory  Bill  met  with 
great  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  almolt  every  part  of  it  un¬ 
dergoing  a  fpecific  difcuf-  ^ 

fion.  Upon  the  motion  for 
its  commitment  after  the  fecond 
reading,  the  debates  were  Icng, 
able,  and  animated  ;  and  fome 
very  warm  and  pointed  perfonal 
altercation  and  animadverfion  took 
place.  The  Lords  in  oppofition 
combated  the  bill  upon  every 
ground  of  policy,  juftice,  and  ex¬ 
pediency.  On  the  former  they  ob- 
ferved,  that  by  confidering  the 
Americans  as  a  foreign  nation,  and 
declaring  war  on  them  in  that 
charader,  this  bill  drew  the  line 
of  reparation,  chalked  out  the  way, 
and  prepared  their  minds,  for  that 
independency  which  they  were 
charged  with  affeding  ;  that  the 
Englifh,  on  both  Tides  of  the  ocean, 
were  now'  to  be  taught,  by  ad  of 
parliament,  to  confider  themfelves 
as  feparate  and  diftind  nations ;  as 
nations  fufceptible  of  general  hofli- 
lity,  and  proper  parties  for  mu¬ 
tual  declarations  of  war,  and  trea¬ 
ties  of  peace.  That  by  the  pro- 
mifcuous  and  indifcriminate  rapine 
of  the  property  of  friends  and  foes, 
authorized  by  the  bill,  it  mult 
complcat  w'hat  yet  remained  to  be 
compleated,  of  union  in  North 
America  againll  the  authority  of 
parliament ;  and  that  the  friends 
of  government  in  that  country, 
whofe  numbers  and  power  have 
been  fo  much  boaded  of  by  ad- 
miniftration,  will  now  plainly  fee, 
that  parliament  is  much  more  in¬ 
clined  to  diftrefs,  than  able  or  wil* 
ling  to  proted. 

t*//j  3 
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Its  impolicy  and  injuftice  with 
refpe^l  to  the  Wert  Indies,  was  re¬ 
prefen  ted  to  be  Itill  more  glaring. 
Here  it  inflifts  a  much  more  cer¬ 
tain  and  fevere  punifhment  upon  a 
people  not  even  fufpeded  of  crime 
or  offence,  than  it  is  capable  of 
extending  to  the  moft  refraftory  of 
the  Americans.  An  aft  of  the 
Britifh  parliament  is  called  in  as 
a  fupplementary  aid,  and  an  ex- 
tenrton  of  the  authority  of  the 
Congrefs,  in  that  meafure,  which, 
of  all  others  adopted  by  that  body, 
was  the  mort  reprehenlible  and  un- 
jullifiable  on  their  lide,  and  the 
moll  pernicious  to  us,  the  cutting 
off  their  ufual  fupplies  of  piovili- 
ons  and  neceffaries  from  thofe  un¬ 
happy  illands.  The  meafure  of 
confifcating  thofe  veffels,  which, 
to  avoid  all  breach  of  the  laws,  and 
ail  illicit  commerce,  were  laid  up 
by  the  owners  in  their  own  docks 
and  harbours,  their  waiting  to  be 
brought  into  ufe  upon  a  return  of 
peace  and  belter  times,  was  equal¬ 
ly  reprobated. 

But  of  all  the  parts  of  this  law, 
none  was  treated  with  fo  much  fe- 
verity  in  that  houfe,  or  excited 
fuch  apparent  indignation,  as  that 
claufe,  by  which  all  thofe  who  were 
taken  on  board  the  American  vef¬ 
fels,  were  indifcriminately  com¬ 
pelled,  without  diftinftion  of  per- 
ibns,  to  ferve  as  common  failors  in 
our  Ihips  of  war.  This  claufe  was 
marked  with  every  poffble  rtigma, 
and  was  defcribed  by  the  Lords  in 
their  proteft,  as  “a  refinement  in 
tyranny,' ■  which,  “  in  a  fentence 
worfe  than  death,  obliges  the  un¬ 
happy  men  who  lhall  be  made  cap¬ 
tives  in  this  predatory  war,  to  bear 
arms  againft  their  families,  kin¬ 
dred,  friends,  and  country;  and 
af|^r  being  plundered  themfelyes^ 


to  become  accomplices  in  plunder* 
ing  their  brethren.’’  The  injuftice 
and  cruelty  of  this  claufe,  they 
faid,  was  ftill  heightened,  by  ren¬ 
dering  the  unhappy  perfons  who 
were  thus  compelled,  fubjeft  to  the 
articles  of  war,  and  liable  to  be 
fhot  for  defertion.  They  patheti¬ 
cally  reprefented  the  miferies  to 
which  perfons  in  this  melancholy 
lituation,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
better  fort,  would  be  fubjeft, 
from  the  infolence  and  outrage  of 
thofe  with  whom  they  were  obliged 
to  ferve,  who  being  themfelves 
dertitute  of  liberal  principles  and 
education,  would  ftill  continue  to 
conrtder  and  treat  them  as  rebels  ; 
nor  did  they  conrtder  it  as  the 
fmalleft  part  of  the  calamity,  that 
they  would  be  frequently  obliged 
to  be  lookers  on,  when  the  fpoils 
of  their  honeil  induflry,  and  the 
natural  fupport  of  their  fober  fa¬ 
milies,  was  fquandered  in  riot  and 
debauchery,  by  thofe  profligate 
comrades,  with  whom  they  were 
at  the  fame  time  obliged  to  live, 
and  to  ferve.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
fituation  was  faid  to  be  the 
degree  of  wretchednefs  and  indig¬ 
nity,  to  which  human  nature  could 
be  fubjefted  ;  and  that  a  cruelty, 
unknown  to  the  moft  favage  na¬ 
tions,  was  thus  to  be  praftifed  by 
Englilhmen  on  Engliflimen,  They 
infilled,  that  no  man  could  be  de- 
fpoiled  of  his  goods  as  a  foreign, 
enemy,  and  at  the  fame  time., 
obliged  to  ferve  the  Hate  as  a  citi* 
zen,  upon  any  principle  of  law  or 
right,  know  among  civilized  na¬ 
tions.  That  fu^h  a  compulfion 
upon  prifoners  as  the  prefent,  is 
unknown  in  any  cafe  of  war  or  re¬ 
bellion  ;  and  the  only  examples  of 
the  fort  that  can  be  produced,  mull 
be  found  among  pirates  ;-^the  ou^ 
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laws  and  enemies  of  human  fo- 
ciety. 

To  thefe  and  many  other  charges 
againft  the  nature  and  principles 
of  the  bill,  the  cruelty,  the  daring 
rebellion,  and  the  ultimate  trea- 
fonable  views  of  the  Americans, 
were  brought  in  j  unification. 
They  were  not  even  content  with 
rebellion  fimply,  they  had  com¬ 
menced  an  ofienfive  war  againft 
us,  and  invaded  our  dominions 
with  numerous  armies.  The  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  bill  was,  to  make  a 
naval  war  upon  America  ;  and  as 
in  fuch  cafes  it  would  be  impofiible 
to  make  diftindlions  in  favour  of 
the  innocent,  the  bill  was  framed 
according  to  the  general  ideas  of 
carrying  on  war  againlt  a  foreign 
enemy,  where  it  is  always  taken 
for  granted,  that  every  individual 
is  concerned  in  and  abetting  every 
aft  of  public  hoftility.  That  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  right  or  expe¬ 
dient,  than  the  encouragement 
given  to  that  mod:  ufeful  and  de- 
ferving  body  of  our  people,  the  fea-^ 
men,  by  veiling  in  them  the  elFefts 
which  they  ihould  take  from  the 
enemy  ;  that  it  would  induce  them 
to  aft  with  double  vigour,  and  be 
at  the  fame  time  a  means  of  man¬ 
ning  the  navy  ;  and  that  it  had 
been  praftifed  in  the  two  lad  wars, 
when  its  good  edefts  were  too  well 
and  too  generally  known  to  re¬ 
quire  any  illuilration.  That  this 
bill  was  indifpenfably  necefiary, 
as  no  exiding  law  had  forefeen,  or 
provided  for,  the  cafe  of  carrying 
on  a  fea  war  againd  rebels. 

As  to  the  cruelty  and  injudice  fo 
much  complained  of,  in  compel¬ 
ling  the  crews  of  the  American 
vedels  to  ferve  in  the  navy,  thefe 
charges  were  fo  far  from  being  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  this  meafure  was 


faid  to  be  an  aft  of  grace  and  fa¬ 
vour  to  them;  indead  of  confining 
them  in  a  clofe  prifon  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  which 
mud  be  the  cafe  if  they  were  con- 
fidered  as  alien  enemies,  or  pu- 
nidiing  them  as  traitors,  if  confi- 
dered  as  rebels,'  they  were  imme¬ 
diately  rated  upon  the  King’s 
book,  and  put  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  a  great  body  of  his 
mod  ufeful  and  faithful  fubjefts  ; 
fudering  no  inconvenience  but  that 
which  the]/  were  always  liable  to, 
of  being  preiTed  into  his  Majedy’s 
fervice  :  as  to  the  fuppofed  viola¬ 
tion  of  their  principles,  which  was 
fo  much  lamented,  their  pay  and 
emoluments  were  faid  to  be  a  full 
compenfation  for  all  fcruples  and 
delicacies  of  that  nature. 

The  fuppofed  mifehiefs  arifing 
to  our  Wed-India  idands  were 
faid  to  be  greatly  aggravated  ;  but 
at  any  rate,  as  well  as  the  lodes 
which  the  well-difpofed  in  North 
America  might  fudain,  were  to 
be  confidered  as  a  part  of  thofe 
unavoidable  evils  which  are  inci¬ 
dent  to  war.  A  great  law  Lord 
declared,  in  the  further  progrefs  of 
the  bill,  that  we  were  not  now  to 
condder  the  quedions  of  original 
right  or  wrong,  ju dice  or  injudice  ; 
we  were  engaged  in  a  war,  and 
we  mud  ufe  our  utmod  efforts  to 
obtain  the  endspropofed  by  it;  we 
mud  fight  or  be  purfued;  and  the 
judice  of  the  caufe  mud  give  way 
to  our  prefent  fituation.  To  this 
he  applied  the  laconic  fpeech  of  a 
brave  Scotch  officer  in  the  fervice 
of  Gudavus  Adolphus, who,  point¬ 
ing  to  the  enemy,  faid  to  his  men, 
“  See  you  thofe,  lads;  kill  them, 
or  they  will  kill  you.” 

After  long  debates,  which  were 
ably  fupported  till  near  eleven  at 
[*H]  4  night. 
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night,  the  quefiion  for  commit¬ 
ment  being  put,  was  carried  upon 
a  diviiion,  by  a  majority  of  78,  in¬ 
cluding  30  proxies,  to  19,  includ¬ 
ing  feven  proxies. 

In  this  date  of  the  bill,  a  pro- 
tell  of  uncommon  length,  and  fiill 
greater  energy,  was  entered  againft 
it,  in  which  feveral  of  its  parts  un¬ 
derwent  the  fevereil  fcrutiny,  and 
the  feafon  of  carrying  a  bill 
through,  fo  unprecedented  in  its 
nature,  and  important  in  its  confe- 
quences,  at  a  time  when,  they 
fay,  moil:  of  the  independent  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  houfes  were  called 
away  by  their  domeftic  affairs,  and 
when  few  but  thofe  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  pay  of  the  court,  and  attend¬ 
ing  on  their  employments,  re¬ 
mained  in  town,  was  particularly 
condemned. 

In  three  days  after,  upon  going 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill,  the 
Duke  of  Manchefler  moved  for  de¬ 
ferring  the  commitment  till  after 
the  holidavs.  He  founded  his  mo- 
tion,  befidbs  the  importance  and 
novelty  of  the  bill,  upon  the  re¬ 
ports  which  were  then  arrived  of 
our  Ioffes  in  Canada,  The  motion 
was  fupported  by  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  upon  the  farther 
ground,  of  the  alarm  which  the 
bill  had  excited  among  the  trading 
and  commercial  part  of  the  nation. 
The  motion  paffed  in  the  negative 
without  a  divifion. 

The  noble  Duke  then  offered  to 
prefent  a  petition  from  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Briik)!,  Hating  the  ruin¬ 
ous  confequences  of  the  bill,  to 
themfelves  in  particular,  as  well 
as  to  the  mercantile  interefl  in  ge¬ 
neral.  But  as  the  ofder  of  the  day 
had  been  already  moved  for,  it 
was  faid,  that  the  j^etition  could 


not  now  be  received.  Someclaufes 
in  favour  of  the  Britifh  trader^Tj  and 
of  the  Welt  India  [Bands,  were, 
however,  propofed  by  the  Lords 
in  adminiltration,  and  received  by 
the  committee,  which,  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  would  in  fome  degree  re¬ 
medy  the  grievances  Hated  in  the 
petition. 

On  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  an  amendment, 
in  favour  of  the  merchants,  to  one 
of  the  claufes,  was  propofed  by  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingha.m,  intend-* 
ing  to  prolong  the  commencement 
of  tlie  operation  of  the  bill,  from 
the  I  ft  of  January  to  the  ift  of 
March,  and  thereby  to  prefer ve 
from  confifeation  the  property  of 
thofe  merchants,  who,  under  the? 
faith  of  parliament  in  the  tvvo  re-, 
ftridlive  laws,  had  loaded  veftels 
with  lumber  in  Nor|h  America  fop 
the  Weft-India  iOands,  This  was 
oppofed  on  two  grounds  ;  firft,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  eftablifhed  prac¬ 
tice,  to  oppofe  any  particular  claufe 
in  a  bill  at  the  third  reading,  the 
objeclion  muft  go  to  the  whole, 
and  not  to  any  particular  part  ; 
and  fecondly,  that  the  delay  re¬ 
quired  in  the  operation,  would 
overthrow  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  render  it  totally  inefficacious. 
The  motion  was  loft  without  a  di¬ 
vifion,  and  the  bill  paffied  of 
courfe.  , 

The  bill  being  returned  on  the 
next  day  to  the  Commons,  the 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  after 
an  ineffedtual  attempt  to  defer  the 
ccnfideration  of  them  for  fix 
months.  Thus  was  a  recefs  at 
length  obtained,  after  pufhing  for¬ 
ward  a  muhiplieity  of  matter  and 
bufinefs,  fcarcely  ever  known  be¬ 
fore  Chriftmas. 


CH  Af, 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Tetition  from  the  colony  of  No<va  Scetiat  Refolutions  faffef  hut  no  hill 
brought  in.  Motion  and  debates  relative  to  a  mef'age  fent  to  the  parlia^ 
ment  of  Ireland.  Motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the  caujes  of  the  ill  fuccefs  in 
North  America.  Great  debates.  German  treaties  laid  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons y  and  produce  long  debates.  Duke  of  Richmond's  motion  for 
an  addrefs  relatiase  to  the  German  treaties.  Great  debates.  Motion  rejedled. 
Protef.  Confderable  debates  in  the  Committee  of  Supply.  Motion  for 
extraordinary  expences  carried  by  a  great  majority.  Duke  of  Grafton^ s 
motion  for  a7i  addrefs  relatR.^e  to  the  colonies.  Debates.  Motion  reJeSied^ 
Progrefs  of  the  bill  for  a  militia  in  Scotland.  Bill  at  length  rejedied. 
Enquiry  into  licences  granted  to  Jhips  hound  to  North  America.  Speech 
from  the  throne. 


TH  E  rapidity  with  which  a 
continued  fucceffion  ofbufi- 
nefs  was  carried  through,  and  the 
earneftnefs  with  vyhich  matters  of 
great  concern  were  agitated  before 
the  recefs  of  parliament,  occafioned 
pur  paffing  over  a  petition  from  the 
affembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  which 
iwas  prefented  to  each  houfe  at  the 
opening  of  the  felTion.  It  was 
fent  from  that  alTembly  in  confe- 
quence  of  Lord  North’s  concilia¬ 
tory  propofuion  ;  and  was  intend¬ 
ed,  by  thofe  who  promoted  it  in 
that  colony,  as  a  pattern  and  pre¬ 
cedent  for  the  red.  It  was  a  fepa- 
fate  propofal,  and  in  that  light 
coincided  with  the  general  policy, 
which  dictated  the  conciliatory 
propofuion.  It  feemed  to  propofe 
fome  revenue  originating  in  the 
colonies,  and  to  be  enaded  by 
parliament ;  and  though  the  pro¬ 
bable  amount  would  be  inconfider- 
able,  yet  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
dodirine  being  at  that  time  of  more 
confideration  than  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  immediately  to  be  ob¬ 
tained,  the  petition  was  more  fa¬ 
vourably  received  by  adminiftra- 
tion ;  and  on  the  very  firlt  day  of 


the  felCon,  when  the  Speaker  laid 
it  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
a  fhort  day  was  appointed  for 
taking  it  into  confideration, though 
not  without  fome  animadverfion  on 
the  part  of  oppofition,  who  treated 
the  whole  as  one  of  thofe  mean 
contrivances,  by  which  minidry, 
as  they  faid,  were  in  the  pradlice 
of  mocking  the  credulity  and  im¬ 
plicit  confidence  of  parliament; 
and  they  predided  that  it  would 
come  to  the  end  which  was  to  be 
expected  from  its  futility,  and  the 
impradicable  nature  of  the  fcheme 
which  it  was  intended  to  execute. 

The  mode  of  granting  a  revenue 
propofed  by  this  adembly,  was  the 
payment  of  fome  fpecific  duty  per 
cent,  upon  the  importation  of  all 
foreign  commodities,  bay  fait  only 
excepted,  by  which  means  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  would  at  all 
times  bear  a  due  relation  and  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  opulence  and  con- 
fumption  of  the  province.  It  was 
intended,  that  the  rate  of  this  duty 
fhouid  in  the  lird  indance  be  fixed 
by  parliamenr,  and  afterwards  be 
perpetual  and  unchangeable,  ex¬ 
cepting  only,  that  at  certain  dated 

times 
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times  it  was  to  tindergo  fuch  regu¬ 
lation  as  would  preferve  the  com¬ 
parative  value  of  money  and  com¬ 
modities  in  its  original  Hate, 

When  the  propolition  came  to 
be  debated  in  the  committee,  the 
obje^Uons  which  had  been  only 
hinted  the  fird:  day,  were  more 
largely  and  ftrongly  enforced. 
Againft  thofe  the  miniders  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  faith  of  the  houfe 
and  nation  obliged  them  to  give 
eiFeft  to  a  plain  laid  before  them  in 
confequence  of  their  own  refolu- 
tion,  to  which  the  offer  w’as  fub- 
^antially  agreeable.  That  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  revenue  offered 
could  be  no  objeftion  ;  that  if  it 
was  a  poor  provifion,  it  came  from 
a  poor  province  ;  but  it  would 
grow  with  the  circumftances  of  the 
country ;  and  under  this  plan  we 
fhould  find  an  advantage  from  the 
profperity  of  our  colonies  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  our  former  experience, 
when  we  found  only  an  increafe  of 
anfolence,  and  notoffupport  and 
fupply,  from  their  increafe  of 
ffrength.  That  the  fidelity  of  par¬ 
liament  to  its  engagements,  and 
the  moderation  of  its  demands, 
would  engage  the  other  colonies  to 
fubmiffion,  and  would  difabufe 
them  with  regard  to  the  violent 
prejudices  inftilled  into  them  by 
their  faflious  leaders.  That  more 
favourable  times  and  good  ma¬ 
nagement  would  improve  this  mo^ 
derate  beginning  into  a  beneficial 
l-evenue. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mino~ 
rity  treated  it  with  the  greateil 
fcorn.  They  faid  it  was  a  thing 
not  fit  to  be  ferioufly  debated. 
That  if  the  minifters  had  bound 
the  public  faith  to  this  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  projeft,  it  was  a  great 
aggravation  of  their  offence  lb  to 


trifle  with  the  national  honour. 
That  the  old  revenue  which  they 
were  to  give  up,  every  part  of 
which  (except  the  tea  tax)  had 
been  quietly  paid  in  all  the  colo¬ 
nies,  was  of  more  value  than  the 
new  duties  which  were  propofed  to 
be  granted  ;  and  this  was  the  fort 
of  relief  to  the  public  burthen? 
fought  by  our  war,  and  by  the 
conciliatory  propofition  which  was 
framed  to  end  it.  They  faid,  that 
the  principle  of  the  tea  tax  conti¬ 
nued  to  haunt  them  in  every  thing 
they  did ;  for  as  that  tax  drew 
back  a  duty  which  ought  to  be 
paid  here,  in  order  to  impofe  a 
fmaller  duty  in  America,  this  was 
exactly  of  the  fame  nature,  but  of 
a  much  wider,  and  of  a  more  mif- 
chievous  extent,  as  it  laid  eight 
per  cent,  not  on  one  article,  but 
on  all  the  certificate  goods  fent 
from  England,  from  which,  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  trade  to  the  colonies, 
we  had  drawn  back  all  the  duties 
payable  at  home.  Thefe,  and 
very  many  other  objedions,  drew 
the  debates  into  length  in  the 
committee  ;  but  the  miniftry, 
though  evidently  embarraffed,  were 
refolved  to  carrv  refolutions  con^ 
formable  to  the  petition. 

Many  caufes  concurred  to  leflen 
the  effect  of  this  petition  from 
Nova  Scotia.  That  province  had 
cofl;  government  immenle  fums  of 
money,  without  its  growth  or  va¬ 
lue  in  any  degree  correfponding 
with  the  expence.  Jt  was  flill.  un^ 
equal  to  the  fupport  of  its  own  ci¬ 
vil  government,  the  expence  of 
which  was  annually  granted  by 
parliament  ;  fo  that  the  offer  of  a 
revenue  in  fuch  circumftances, 
however  laudable  the  motives  and 
intention,  carried  in  fome  degree 
a  ludicrous  appearance.  As  it  was 
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alfo  under  the  influence  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  power,  its  adls  could  not  be 
fuppofed  to  carry  any  great  weight 
as  an  example,  with  thole  colonies 
who  abhorred  fuch  an  appearance, 
and  whofe  prefent  troubles  arofe 
from  a  defence  of  their  civil  im¬ 
munities  and  conftitution. 

The  petition  befides  contained 
a  long  catalogue  of  grievances,  the 
redrefs  of  which  was  as  earncftly 
preffed,  though  in  more  fupplicant 
language,  as  a  fimilar  redrefs  had 
been  by  the  other  provinces,  and 
feemed  in  fome  degree  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  conditional  and  neccfla- 
ry,  towards  the  eftablifliment  of  a 
permanent  connexion,  and  for  re¬ 
taining  the  affedioi)  and  obedience 
of  the  people.  The  aflembly  alfo 
prelTed  moft  earneftly,  that  vvhen 
at  any  time  future  exigencies  Ihould 
require  further  fupplies,  the  requi- 
fition  Ihould  be  made  in  the  ufual 
manner  formerly  pradifed,  where¬ 
by  they  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  Ihewing  their  duty  and  attach¬ 
ment,  their  fenfe  of  the  caufe  for 
which  it  was  made,  and  by  that 
means,  and  that  only,  of  render¬ 
ing  the  fovereign  acquainted  with 
the  true  fenfe  of  his  people  in  that 
dillant  part  of  his  dominions.  So 
that  upon  the  whole,  excepting  the 
profeflion  of  fubmiflion  to  the  fu- 
preme  legiflature,  which  had  only 
of  late  been  a  queftion  any  where, 
and  the  propofal  of  a  duty,  which 
feemed  little  more  than  a  commer¬ 
cial  regulation,  this  petition  did 
not  contain  any  thing  eflentially 
■different  from  the  former  applica¬ 
tions  of  other  colonies. 

XT  j  Refolutions  to  the 
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following  purpole  were 

however  propofed  by  the  minifler, 
(ind  paffed  in  a  committee,  as  foun¬ 
dations  for  an  intended  t>i4  ;  vis. 


That  the  propofal  of  a  poundage 
duty,  ad  valorem,  upon  all  com-v 
modi  ties  imported  (bay  fait  ex¬ 
cepted)  not  being  the  produce  of, 
the  Britilh  dominions  in  Europe  or 
Amciica,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  par¬ 
liament,  ihould  be  accepted,  and 
the  duty  fixed  at  SI.  per  cent, 
upon  all  fuch  commodities.  That 
as  foon  as  the  neceffary  ads  for 
that  purpofe  were  paffed  by  the 
afiembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  had 
received  the  royal  approbation,  all 
other  taxes  and  duties  in  that  pro¬ 
vince  (hould  ceafe  and  be  difcon-  ' 
tinued,  and  no  others  laid  on,  while 
thofe  ads  continued  in  force,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  fuch  duties  as  were 
found  neceffary  for  the  regulation 
of  commerce,  the  nett  produce  of 
which  were  to  be  carried  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  province.  And  to 
admit  an  importation  into  that 
province  of  wines,  orange,  le¬ 
mons,  currants,  andraiiins,  diredly 
from  the  place  of  their  giowth 
and  produce. 

‘  This  relaxation  of  the  Ad  of 
Navigation,  though  not  very  con- 
fiderable,  was  intended  to  Ihew 
the  favourable  difpofition  of  par¬ 
liament  towards  this  province, 
which  had  fet  fo  laudable  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  obedience  j  and  feemed 
to  hold  out  to  the  coionics  in  ge¬ 
neral  an  enlargement  of  com¬ 
merce, ’as  a  compenfation  for  their 
acceding  to  the  conciliatory  refo- 
lution.  Indeed  much  attention  was 
paid  to  this  petition,  as  forming  a 
model  for  future  taxation,  and 
proving,  what  had  been  denied, 
that  the  fyfiem  of  the  conciliatory 
propoficion  was  not  impradicable. 
Serious  hopes  were  entertained  of 
its  efied  until  it  had  pafied  the 
committee.  But  it  feemed  as  if 
the  pacific  fyfiem,  in  which  this 
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was  confidered  as  a  leading  part, 
was  about  that  time  laid  afide. 
Whatever  the  caufe  might  have 
been,  to  the  furprize  of  many, 
the  whole  matter  was  fuffered  to 
die  away  ;  no  bili  was  brought  in, 
and  the  petition  was  heard  no  more 
of  after  the  holidays. 

The  hrrt  public  matter  of  any 
confequence  that  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  after  the  recefs,  related  to  a 
latemeafure  of  government  in  Ire¬ 
land.  To  explain  this  matter,  it 
v/ili  be  neceffary  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that 
kingdom  had,  in  the  prefen t  fef- 
£on  of  parliament  there,  fent  a 
written  mefiage^to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  containing  a  requiii- 
tion  in  the  King’s  name,  of  4000 
additional  troops  from  that  king¬ 
dom  for  the  American  fervice,  and 
a  promife  under  the  fame  autho¬ 
rity,  that  they  fhould  not  continue 
a  charge  upon  that  eftablifhment 
during  their  abfence,  with  a  pro- 
pofal,  that,  for  the  fecurity  and 
protedion  of  that  kingdom,  it  was 
his  Majehy’s  intention,  if  defired 
by  them,  to  replace  thofe  forces 
with  an  equal  number  of  foreign 
proteilant  troops  ;  and  a  further 
promife,  that  the  charge  of  thofe 
troops  Ihould  be  alfo  defrayed 
without  any  cxpence  to  that  coun¬ 
try. 

We  lhall  juft  obferve,  that  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  granted  the 
4000  troops  which  were  demanded  ; 
but  thatjUOtwithftanding  thenaked 
and  defencelefs  ftate  in  which  that 
kingdom  was  left  expofed,  and 
the  irrefiftible  force  with  which 
adminiftration  carried  all  other 
queliions  through  that  aftembly, 
the  meafure  of  accepting  the  fo¬ 
reign  troops  was,  however,  deem¬ 
ed  io  dangerous,  and  was  fo  gene¬ 


rally  odious,  as,  after  great  de¬ 
bates,  and  the  moft  vigorous  exer¬ 
tions  in  its  fupport,  to  be  rejefled 
by  a  confiderable  majority.  And 
that  to  remedy  the  weaknefs  occa- 
fioned  by  the  prefent,  as  well  as 
former,  great  and  continual  drain 
of  their  ftanding  forces,  an  attempt 
was  made,  by  thofe  who  are  call¬ 
ed  the  patriotic  party  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  to  embody  the  militia  ;  a  mea¬ 
fure  much  more  difagieeable  to  go¬ 
vernment,  than  even  the  rejeftion 
of  the  Heftian  or  Hanoverian  for¬ 
ces,  and  which  was  accordingly 
counteracted  with  effect. 

It  is  fufficiently  obvious,  that 
the  engagement  for  the  djfpofal  of 
the  public  money,  included  in  the 
foregoing  meftage,  without  the 
confent  or  knowledge  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  what 
rendered  this  fubjedl  a  matter  of 
difeuftion  in  that  body. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townf- 
hend  introduced  it  as  a 
breach  of  privilege,  and  ftated  his 
complaint  in  the  following  words  : 
“  That  the  Earl  of  Harcourt, 
Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Governor  of  Ireland,  did,  on 
the  23d  day  of  November  laft,  in 
breach  of  the  privilege,  and  in  de¬ 
rogation  of  the  honour  and  autho^ 
rity  of  this  Houfe,  fend  a  written 
meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
figned  with  his  own  hand,  to  the 
following  efteft  i”-~Having  then 
recited  the  meftage,.  he  moved,  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  matter  of  the  faid 
complaint,  and  to  report  the  fame, 
as  it  ihall  appear  to  them,  to  the 
Houfe. 

This  gentleman  fupported  his 
motion  with  great  ability,  and  was 
equally  well  feconded  by  his  friends. 

They 
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They  maintained  that  the  privi- 
Jeges  of  ^that  houfe,  though  ap- 
p]ied  to  themfelves  individually  or 
colleflivelv  in  a  more  confined 

j 

fenfe,  were  the  indubitable  right  of 
all  the  Commons  of  England,  who 
had  one  general  interelf  in  them. 
That  though  each  of  thefe  was  an 
objed  of  confideration,  they  all 
funk  to  a  very  inferior  degree  of 
importance,  when  at  all  placed  in 
oppofition  to,  or  compared  with, 
that  ineftimable  privilege,  the 
power  of  granting  money,  of  hold¬ 
ing  the  purfe  of  their  conilituents, 
and  of  guarding  it  from  the  hands 
of  violence,  art,  or  fraud.  This 
was  a  truft  of  the  firll  magnitude, 
which,  in  fad,  included  every 
other ;  for  while  that  was  pre- 
ferved  inviolate,  the  crown  would 
remain  under  the  conlHtutional 
controul  of  parliament;  but  when¬ 
ever  that  was  wrelled  by  open 
force,  defeated  by  indired  means, 
or  done  away  by  fraud,  the  liber¬ 
ties  and  privileges  of  the  people 
wotild  be  for  ever  annihilated. 
They  fhewed  the  wife,  commend¬ 
able,  and  well-founded  jealoufy 
flievvn  by  the  Commons,  when  at 
any  time  even  the  other  houfe 
had  interfered  in  the  fmalleft  de¬ 
gree  with  that  great  privilege  ;  but 
that  when  any  attempts  of  the  fort 
were  made  by  the  crown,  or  by  its 
miniflerial  agents,  they  immedi¬ 
ately  caught  the  alarm  ;  and  how¬ 
ever  they  were  before  divided,  had, 
at  all  times,  uniformly  united,  as 
if  aduated  by  one  foul,  in  refid- 
ing  the fmalled encroachment  upon 
their  power  of  granting  or  refufing 
their  own  money,  and  that  of  their 
conftituents. 

They  faid,  that  the  meflage  in 
queftion  prefented  feveral  faces, 
and  contained  matters  of  the  moft 


fufpTcious  and  alarming  nature* 
That  if  the  conditions  it  held  out 
had  been  accepted,  the  parliament 
of  England  would  have  been  pledg¬ 
ed  to  that  of  Ireland  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  8coo  men,  only  to  have 
the  ufe  of  4000  ;  fo  that  Ireland 
was  to  be  bribed  into  an  accept¬ 
ance  of  this  infidious  bargain,  by 
retaining  her  ufual  eftablifhmenc 
as  to  number,  while  fhe  was  to  be 
eafed  of  one  third  of  the  burthen. 
That  fuch  a  propofition  could  only- 
have  originated  from  the  woril  de- 
figns,  as  the  abfurdity,  they  faid, 
was  too  glaring  to  be  charged  to 
any  degree  of  folly.  But  that  the 
nature  of  the  bargain  was  a  matter 
of  little  confequence,  when  put  ia 
competition  with  that  double  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  conftitution,  that  da¬ 
ring  temerity,  of  engaging  for  the 
payment  of  great  fums  of  money, 
and  venturing  to  propefe  the  in- 
trodudlion  of  foreign  forces,  with¬ 
out  the  confentof  parliament. 

Some  gentlemen  went  fo  far  as 
to  fay,  that  no  doubt  could  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  defigns  from 
whence  thefe  propofitions  origina¬ 
ted.  One  was  an  experiment  oa 
the  Irifh  parliament,  to  try  if  it 
could  be  induced  to  confent  to  the 
reception  of  foreign  troops,  there¬ 
by  to  eftabliOi  a  precedent  which 
might  be  afterwards  applied  to 
other  purpofes.  The  other  alfo 
had  its  hxed  obje(fl:.  It  was  a 
fcheme,  they  faid,  however  deep, 
formed  on  very  fimple  principles, 
and  went  diredly  to  veh  in  the 
crown  the  virtual  power  of  taxing, 
as  opportunity  might  ferve,  both 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In 
Ireland,  the  miniiler  was  to  be 
taught  to  afk  fome  favour  ;  then 
England  was  to  be  pledged.  Itj 
England  again,  when  fuch  dr¬ 
eam  ilances 
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ctimftances  occurred,  as  rendered 
the  attempt  impracticable,  Ireland 
was  to  be  taxed,  to  maintain  the 
fupremacyof  the  Britilh  legillature. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  prepared  the 
Hfiinds  of  the  people,  and  habi¬ 
tuated  them  to  fuch  notions,  as 
would  by  degrees  be  the  means  of 
reducing  the  parliament  of  each  to 
be  the  mere  infirumental  agents  of 
the  crown,  without  the  lead  de¬ 
gree  of  will  or  independence  what¬ 
ever. 

Adminiftration  feemed  in  an 
odd  fituation  upon  this  attack. 
The  matter  was  ferious  ;  the  of¬ 
fer  of  introducing  foreign  troops 
without  the  previous  confent  of 
parliament,  indeed  to  introduce 
them  at  all  as  a  permanent  part  of 
our  military  edablilhment,  could 
not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
the  conflitution  and  fafety  of  thefe 
kingdoms.  On  this  occalion,  no 
fmall  marks  of  want  of  concert  and 
fyftem  appeared,  in  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  meafure  was  ex¬ 
plained  or  defended  in  the  debate; 
The  minider  difavowed  thofe  fpe- 
eife  indruftions,  upon  which  it 
wasfuppofed  the  meffage  mud  have 
been  founded  ;  but  acknowledged 
his  general  Oo-operation,  in  mat¬ 
ters  relative  to  the  government  of 
Ireland.  Both  he,  and  another 
Lord,  lately  come  into  adofinidra- 
tion,  difclaimed  all  refponfibility 
whatever,  for  the  conduft  of  his 
Majedy’s  fervants  in  that  kingdom. 
They  faid  in  general,  or  feparate- 
ly,  that  the  Viceroy  might  have 
midaken,  or  exceeded  his indruc- 
tions  ; '  that  he  might  not  have  con¬ 
veyed  his  meaning  in  the  c’ eared 
terms  ;  but  that  there  was  no  rela¬ 
tion  between  the  BritiiTi  minidry 
and  the  King’s  fervants  in  that 
country,  which  rendered  the  for¬ 
mer  in  any  degree  accountable  for 


thefe  matters,  and  confequently 
they  could  not  be  affedled  by  any 
cenfure  grounded  upon  them# 
They,  however,  judided  the  fird 
propod tion  in  the  meffage,  as  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  promife  which  the 
King  had  made  to  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  that  12000  of  the  forces 
on  that  edablidiment  ffiould  aK 
ways  be  left  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom.  In  that  fenfe,  they 
faid,  the  propofal  was  driftly'de-* 
fendble,  and  came  clearly  and  le¬ 
gally  within  the  conditutional  ex- 
ercife  of  the  regal  power.  As  to 
the  fecond  propsdtion,  it  was  al¬ 
lowed,  that  the  paying  for  8000 
men,  when  4000  only  were  ob¬ 
tained,  appeared  to  be  extremely 
unc^conomical ;  that  however,  if 
the  men  could  not  be  obtained  up¬ 
on  better  terms,  the  meafure  was 
defendble  on  the  ground  of  necef- 
iity ;  and  if  there  were  alfo  fudici- 
ent  realons  for  thinking  it  better 
to  employ  natives  than  foreigners 
in  North  America,  they  would  be 
a  judidcation  of  the  latter  part  off 
the  fame  propofition. 

Whild  the  official  miniders  dood 
on  this  ground,  a  totally  different 
mode  of  defence  was  adopted  by 
feveral  of  thofe  who  |are  vulgarly 
known  under  the  denomination  of 
King’s  friends.  Some  of  thefe 
maintained  the  high  prerogative 
right  of  introducing  foreign  forces 
into  any  part  of  the  dominions, 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  date 
rendered  it  expedient  or  neceffary. 
They  alfo  indded,  that  the  meffage 
was  worded  in  a  manner  perfectly 
agreeable  to  official  pfage ;  that 
the  King  had  a  right  to  bind  him- 
felf  by  promife  to  his  Iriih  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  to  make  the  prefent  ap¬ 
plication  for  a  reieafe  from  that 
promife.  That  the  meafure  was 
in  exad;  conformity  with,  or  more 

properly 
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properly  a  part  of,  thofe  undoubt¬ 
ed  branches  of  the  prerogative,  by 
which  the  crown  raifed  troops  of 
its  own  will,  and  then  applied  to 
parliament  for  their  payment,  or 
entered  into  treaties,  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  with  foreign  princes,  and 
pledged  it  for  a  due  performance  of 
the  articles. 

Some  others  on  the  fame  fide, 
not  fatisfied  with  endeavouring  by 
explanation  to  weaken  what  was 
faid  by  the  mover  to  be  the  obvi¬ 
ous  fenfe  of  the  words,  attempted 
boldly  to  prove,  that  the  meflage 
meant  the  dired  reverfe.  Thefe 
contended,  rather  ludicroufly  e- 
nough,  That  the  whole  parliament 
of  Ireland  had  not  only  totally 
mifunderftood  the  meaning  of  the 
mefTage,  and  mifconceived  the 
Lord  Lieutenant’s  intentions,  but 
that  they  had  gone  through  a  le- 
ries  of  public  bufmefs  founded  upon 
that  deception  and  error,  without 
the  fmalleft  light  being  offered  by 
the  nobleman  in  quellion,  though 
the  Speaker  had,  at  the  head  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  made  a 
public  declaration  of  his  and  their 
blindnefs  in  his  prefence.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  reconcile  the 
grounds  of  thefe  feveral  arguments  ; 
and  this  laft,  of  fuppofing  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  whole 
Irilh  legiflature  were  miftaken  in 
the  fubjefl  of  a  meffage  fent  by  the 
one,  and  received  and  anfwered  by 
the  other,  was  fcarcely  fuitable  to 
fo  important  a  matter. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  in  oppo- 
fition  confidered  the  bufinefs  of 
fomewhat  a  lefs  dangerous  nature, 
from  the  fcheme’s  not  being  car¬ 
ried  into  execution.  They  held, 
that  the  fpirit  and  magnanimity  of 
Ireland,  in  rejefting  the  foreign 
troops,  and  in  refufing  to  accept 
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the  offer  for  leffening  her  own 
burthen  by  throwing  a  part  of  it 
upon  Great  Britain,  had  already 
obviated  the  mifchievous  tendency 
of  that  meafure  ;  fo  that  the  only 
objedl  of  cenfure  now  remaining, 
was  the  evil  intention  from  which 
it  originated.  They  alfo  held, 
that  the  whole  weight  of  the  cen¬ 
fure  would  fall  upon  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  who  was  merely  mi- 
nifterial  in  the  bufmefs,  while 
thofe  who  were  really  culpable, 
would  not  only  pafs  untouched, 
but  very  poffibly,  from'  fome 
crooked  motive  of  policy,  might 
rejoice  in  the  ill-placed  effe<51. 
After  very  confiderable  debates, 
the  queftion  being  put  near  twelve 
at  night,  the  motion  for  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  rejefted  upon  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  224  to  106. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for 
laying  the  votes  of  the  Irifh  Com¬ 
mons,  of  fome  fpecific  dates,  and 
relative  to  this  buiiRefs,  before  the 
houfe,  which  paffed  in  the  nega¬ 
tive  without  a  divifion.  This  was 
fucceeded  by  the  following  morion  : 
''  That  it  is  highly  derogatory  to 
the  honour,  and  a  violent  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  and 
a  dangerous  infringement  of  the 
conflitution ,  for  any  perfon  what¬ 
ever  to  prefume  to  pledge  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  royal  word  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  “  that  any  part  of  the 
troops  upon  the  eitablifhment  of 
that  kingdom '  fliall,  upon  belrig 
fent  out  of  that  kingdom,  become 
a  charge  upon  Great  Britain,’** 
without  the  confent  of  this  houfe  ; 
or  for  any  perfon  to  prefume  to  of¬ 
fer  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  without 
the  confent  of  this  houfe,  that 
fuch  national  troops  fo  fent  out  of 
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land,  {hall  be  replaced  by  fo> 
reign  troops,  at  the  expenee  of 
Great  Britain.’^  The  motion  for 
this  refolution  was  loft,  by  putting 
the  previous  quellion,  without  a  di- 
vifion. 

,  In  a  few  days  after  Mr. 

*  Fox  made  a  motion.  That 
it  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  his  Majefty^s  arms  in 
North  America,  as  alfo  into  the 
caufes  of  the  defediion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 
This  gentleman  introduced  and 
fupported  his  motion  with  his  ufual 
great  ability.  He  declined,  he 
daid,  for  the  prefent,  to  enter  into 
any  recapitulation  of  the  caufes  of 
the  unhappy  difpute  with  America. 
He  fhould  develope  that  fyftem, 
from  whence  the  meafures  now 
carrying  on  were  fuppofed  to  ori¬ 
ginate.  He  fhould  forbear  to  ani¬ 
madvert  upon  a  fyftem,  that  in  its 
principles,  complexion,  and  every 
conftituenc  part,  gave  the  fulleft 
and  moft  unequivocal  proofs,  that 
its  ultimate  defign  was  the  total 
deftrudiion  of  the  conftitution  of 
this  free  form  of  government. 
Thefe  were  aftertions  that  might 
be  difputed.  He  wiflied  to  draw 
their  attention  to  certain  well- 
known,  indifputable,  uncontro¬ 
vertible  fa^s.  Upon  the  fame 
principle  he  declined  entering  into 
any  of  the  queftions  of  right  or 
claims  on  either  fide.  He  did  not 
mean  to  controvert  the  expediency, 
prafticability,  nor  a  fingle  mini- 
fterial  ground,  on  which  the  pre¬ 
fent  meafures  refpedting  America 
were  taken  up,  purfued,  or  de¬ 
fended.  He  would  even,  for  ar¬ 
gument  fake,  allow  for  the  prefent, 
that  adminiftration  bad  afted  per- 
feaiy  right.  But  all  thefe  mat¬ 


ters  being  admitted  in  their  fa¬ 
vour,  and  the  ground  cleared  in 
all  other  refpedls,  he  would  exa¬ 
mine,  from  the  time  that  coercive 
meafures  had  been  adopted,  the 
means  that  had  been  ufed  for  giv¬ 
ing  them  efFeft. 

He  intended  to  commence  hir 
propofed  enquiry  at  the  time,  when 
the'minifter,  in  the  month  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1774,  propofed  to  the 
houfe  certain  refolutions,  as  a 
ground  of  complaint,  which  he 
follow^ed  with  the  Bofton  Port  Bill. 
This  he  fixed  as  the  sera,  when 
coercive  meafures  were  undeniably 
determined  upon.  He  grounded 
his  motion  on  the  clear  and  poft- 
tive  aftertion,  and  repeatedly  ac- 
know'ledged  fadl,  that  there  had 
been  nnfmanagement,  mifcondudl, 
incapacity,  or  negleft,  fomewhere  ; 
and  fupported  its  propriety  and 
neceftity,  upon  the  ftmple  alterna¬ 
tive,  that  thefe  faults,  and  their 
confequent  evils,  muft  be  imputed 
either  to  our  minifters  at  home,  or 
toour  military  commanders  abroad  ; 
either  the  former  had  planned  mea¬ 
fures  w^hich  were  impradicable,  or, 
if  praclicable,  had  not  afforded 
them  the  neceftary  fupport,  or  elfe 
the  latter  had  failed  in  carrying 
them  into  execution,  and  were  in¬ 
capable  of  doing  their  duty  ;  in 
either  cafe,  it  was  fit  to  know 
where  the  fault  lay  ;  or,  if  it  was 
ftiared  between  them,  it  was  abfo» 
lately  necelfary,  before  it  was  too 
late,  and  the  nation  fell  a  victim 
to  mifconduft  and  incapacity,  that 
the  houfe  fhould  be  fully  informed 
on  the  fubjed,  and  enabled  to  re¬ 
medy  the  evil,  by  being  rendered 
fenfible,  that  the  one  were  as  unfit 
to  deliberate  and  determine,  as  the 
other  to  perform  or  carry  into  exe¬ 
cution.  \ 


He 
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He  hoped,  that  as  he  had  made 
fuch  conceffions,  in  dropping  all 
other  fubjedls  of  difpute,  in  order 
to  fimplify  the  immediate  queftion, 
and  lay  its  objedls  nakedly,  and 
abllradled  from  all  other  matter 
before  them,  as  he  had  drawn  a 
line  between,  and  intended  totally 
to  feparate  meafares  from  men, 
that  no  independent  gentleman 
would  refufe  to  concur  in  the  en¬ 
quiry.  Indeed,  he  did  not  fee  up->- 
on  what  principle  any  gentleman 
in  that  charafter  could  oppofe  it ; 
and  infilled,  that  if  the  minilters 
were  not  confcious  of  being  cul¬ 
pable  in  the  higheft  degree,  they 
would  rejoice  at  fuch  ah  opportu¬ 
nity  of  vindicating  their  condudl 
to  the  public,  and  of  letting  them 
fee,  that  our  prefent  national  dif- 
graces  and  misfortunes,  and  the 
mifapplication  of  that  fupport 
which  they  had  fo  liberally  given, 
were  not  owing  to  their  ignorance, 
incapacity,  or  want  of  integrity. 
Public  juftice  demanded  fuch  an 
enquiry.  The  individuals  on 
whom  the  obloquy  relied,  were  en¬ 
titled  to  be  heard  in  their  own  de¬ 
fence.  To  withhold  the  informa¬ 
tion  neceffary  to  their  jullification, 
would  be  an  infult  to  the  nation, 
as  well  as  an  a(5l  of  private  injuf- 
tice.  None  but  the  guilty  could 
wilh  to  evade  it.  None  of  our 
commanders  by  fea  or  land,  could 
be  fure  of  preferving  their  honour 
for  a  fingle  moment,  if  they  were 
to  be  buried  under  public  difgrace, 
in  order  to  hide,  protedl,  or  pal¬ 
liate,  the  ignorance,  blunders,  and 
incapacity  of  others. 

He  entered  into  a  Ihort  but  com-‘ 
prehcnfive  detail  of  the  meafures 
which  had  hitherto  been  purfued 
in  fupporting  the  plan  of  coercion, 
in  which  he  drevv,  in  the  moll 
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glowing  colours,  and  placed  in  the 
hrongell  lights,  fuch  reprefenta- 
tions  ol  what,  he  filled,  folly  in  tlift 
cabinet,  ignorance  in  office,  ina¬ 
bility  in  framing,  and  mifconduft 
in  executing,  with  fuch  a  lhameful 
and  fervile  acquiefcence  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  as,  he  laid,  had  never  be¬ 
fore  difgraced  the  councils  of  this^ 
or  perhaps  any  other  country. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  exceed- 
ingly  pointed  and  fevere  upon  the 
minillers,  and  little  lefs  fo,  with 
refpe<5l  to  the  body  which  he  was 
addreffing. 

Adminillration  feemed  exceed-ii 
ingly  embarraffed  in  this  debate, 
and  as  little  united  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer.  The  weight  ,of  defence,  or 
of  evading  the  enquiry,  fell  prin¬ 
cipally  upon  the  gentlemen  in  in¬ 
ferior  and  lefs  refponfible  office  5 
the  minifter  himfelf  not  rifing  un¬ 
til  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  A  no¬ 
ble  Lord,  undpr  the  defer! ption  vv« 
have  men  cloned  moved  the  pre¬ 
vious  quellion  early  in  the  debate, 
which  did  not,  how'ever,  lelTen  its 
extent,  or  ffiorten  its  duration* 
The  topics  ufed  in  the  Ipeech  from, 
the  throne,  furnilhed  the  principal 
arguments  againll  the  motion* 
The  court  party  admitted  that  lit¬ 
tle  had  been  done,  great  lolTes  had 
been  fullained,  and  errors  appa¬ 
rently  of  no  fmall  magnitude  com¬ 
mitted.  But  the  fault  lav,  where 
the  punifliment  would  finally  fall, 
not  in  the  minillers,  but  in  the 
rebels.  The  Americans  had  taken 
an  unw'onhy  and  bafe  advantage 
of  the  clemency,  and  delire  of 
conciliation,  by  which  Great  Br'^ 
tain  was  adtuared  ;  v/hilil  we,  un¬ 
willing  to  proceed  to  the  rigours 
of  punifhinent,  were  propofin 
terms  of  mutual  advantage,  an 
endeavouring  to  eUabliOi  a  billing 
[♦/]  harmony. 
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harmony,  they  were  ftrengthening 
themfelves  in  rebellion,  and  mak¬ 
ing  every  preparation  for  war. 
Thus  was  a  Ceafon  for  efFeflual  co¬ 
ercion  unfortunately  lod ;  but  in  a 
manner  that  will  ever  do  honour  to 
our  national  charader,  and  con¬ 
vince  all  mankind  of  the  lenity, 
forbearance,  and  temperate  juftice 
ofourgovernment;  whilftit equally 
htews  the  incorrigible  turpitude  of 
our  rebellious  colonies. 

Others  faid,  that  as  aiFairs  in 
America  were  totally  changed,  fo 
was  likevvife,  and  with  propriety, 
the  conduct  of  government.  Till 
the  fword  was  drawn,  conciliatory 
ineafures  were  purfued ;  as  foon  as 
that  event  took  place,  we  adopted 
the  moft  effe6lual  means  of  coer¬ 
cion,  which  would  be  fteadily  per- 
fevered  in  till  the  end  was  accom- 
plifhed.  That  it  was  unfair,  to 
ilate  objections  againll  the  conduff 
of  adminihration  in  the  early  ftages 
of  this  buiinefs,  which  were  only 
applicable  to  a  date  of  hodility  and 
open  rebellion  ;  that  what  was  wif- 
dom  in  the  former  dtuation,  would 
i)e  treachery  or  madnefs  in  the 
latter.  And  that  government  was 
already  taking  the  mod  eifedlual 
and  decidve  meafiires,  to  remedy 
thofe  very  evils  which  were  the 
propofed  objefts  of  cenfure.^ 

It  was  befides  faid,  that  if  fuch 
an  enquiry  were  at  all  neceffary, 
this  was  not  the  proper  feafon.  It 
ihould  be  deferred  till  the  end  of 
the  war,  when  there  would  be  lei- 
fure  and  opportunity  for  fiich  an. 
invedigation.  Several  of  thofe  w  ho 
were  the  objetds  of  enquiry,  or 
whofe  tedimony  w'ould  be  necefia- 
TY,  v/ere  not  in  the  kingdom  ; 
they  were  now  fulfilling  their  duty 
in  i\merica;  drenuoudy  endea¬ 
vouring  to  remedy  all  evils,  to  re*. 


move  all  caufes  of  complaint,  and 
to  atone  for  pad  errors,  if  any  had 
been  committed.  It  was  alfo  con¬ 
tended,  that  as  a  change  of  mea¬ 
fiires  had  been  announced  from  the 
throne,  it  woald  be  highly  difre- 
fpedlful  and  improper  to  enter  into 
fuch  an  examination,  until  thofe 
meafures  were  tried  and  the  event 
known. 

Several,  however,  on  the  fame 
dde,  joined  the  minority  in  fevere- 
ly  cenfuring  the  condudl  hitherto 
purfued;  but  congratulated  them¬ 
felves  on  the  prefent  change  of 
fydem,  and  the  happy  confequences 
which  they  expeCled  from  fo  vi¬ 
gorous  a  fcheme  of  coercion.  The 
previous  quedion  being  at  length 
put,  at  near  three  in  the  morning, 
the  motion  was  rejedled  upon  a  di- 
vidon,  by  a  majority  of  240,  to 
104. 

The  treaties  lately  entered  into 
between  his  Majedy,  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  Hede-Cadel,  the  Duke 
of  Brunfvvick,  and  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Helfe-Caifel,  for  the 
hiring  of  different  bodies  of  their 
troops  for  the  American  fervice, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
17000  men,  having  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  and  a 
motion  being  made  by 
the  minider,  for  referring  them  to 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  this 
matter  became  a  fubjed  of  very 
confiderable  debate. 

The  meafure  in  general  of  pro¬ 
curing  foreign  troops  was  fupport- 
ed,  on  the  neceffity  .of  reducing 
America,  and  the  totU  irapradi- 
cability,  which  had  already  been 
fully  experienced,  of  raifing  by 
any  means,  and  in  any  degree,  a 
fiifficient  number  of  levies  within 
thefe  kingdoms  for  that  purpofe. 
It  was,  however,  further  contend¬ 
ed. 
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cd,  that  if  fuch  forces  could  have 
been  raifed  at  home,  and  even  to 
the  amount  fuppofed  necefiary  in 
point  of  number,  it  could  not  be 
expe'''ted,  that  raw  and  undifci- 
plir.-d  troops,  who  had  never  feen 
any  fervice,  and  who  were  not  yet 
hardened  to  any  change  of  food, 
climate,  or  habits  of  life,  could 
anfwer  the  purpofe  fo  well,  as 
tried  experienced  veterans,  whofe 
conftitutional  habits  were  already 
formed,  as  well  as  their  military. 
To  thefe  were  added,  the  great  lofs 
which  the  withdrawing  fo  many 
hands  from  hujfbandry  and  manu- 
fadtures  would  be  to  the  nation. 
And  it  was  alfo  remembered,  that 
the  expence  in  that  cafe  would  not 
end  with  the  war;  but  that  the 
nation  would  be  faddled  with  the 
heavy  and  lafting  incumbrance,  of 
the  half-pay  eftablilhment  of  near 
thirty  battalions.  So  that  in  every 
point  of  view,  whether  conlidered 
with  refpedl  to  general  policy,  or 
national  expediency,  the  prefent 
treaties  would  be  found  equally 
prudent  and  necelTary. 

It  then  only  remained  to  be  con- 
fidered,  whether  thefe  treaties  were 
condudled  with  all  the  judgment, 
and  managed  with  all  the  fruga¬ 
lity,  that  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
would  admit.  V/ith  refpedl  to  this 
point,  if  the  neceffity  was  admitted, 
which  it  was.  prefumed  no  body 
would  attempt  to  controvert,  it 
would  of  courfe  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  troops  mull  be  obtained 
at  any  price,  and  upon  any  terms, 
which  did  not  exceed  in  extent  or 
value  the  urgency  of  the  demand. 
This,  however,  they  faid,  was 
not  the  cafe,  and  the  terms  were  fo 
far  from  being  proportioned  to  the 
neceiTity,  that  they  were  fubhan- 
tially  the  fame  with  thofe  of  for- 
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mer  treaties,  by  which  we  ob¬ 
tained  troops  for  purpofes  of  infi¬ 
nitely  lefs  national  importance 
than  the  prefent.  But,  even  fup- 
pofing  that  the  cafe  had  been  other- 
wife,  and  that  the  prefent  terms 
had  not  been  fo  advantageous  as 
thofe  upon  fome  former  occalions, 
but  bore  fome  relation  to  the  ne- 
cefiity;  hill,  they  infifted,  that 
the  meafure  would  have  been  high¬ 
ly  prudent  and  (Economical,  and 
that,  confidering  merely  the  point 
of  expence,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  foreign  troops  were  obtained 
much  cheaper  than  home  levies, 
fuppofing  they  could  be  procured 
as  ufuai.  They  clofed  thefe  argu¬ 
ments  by  obferving,  that  this  mea¬ 
fure  w'as  no  matter  of  furprize  or 
novelty,  as  we  had  at  all  times 
been  under  a  neceffity  of  employ¬ 
ing  foreigners  in  our  wars. 

On  the  other  fide,  this  meafure 
was  reprobated  in  all  its  parts. 
The  neceffiity  abfolutely  denied. 
We  forced  on,  faid  they,  a  civil  war 
moft  wantonly,  and  this  was  one  of 
the  firfl  of  its  alarming  and  ruinous 
confequences.  Great  Britain,  they 
faid,  was  now  dlfgraced  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  to  anfwer  pnr- 
pofes  apparently  of  her  power  and 
dominion,  but  in  reality  of  her 
fubjeclicn  and  fervitude.  She  was 
to  be  irnpoverilhed,  and  vvhat  was 
itili  perhaps  w'orfe,  flie  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  degrade  herfelf,  by  ap¬ 
plying  in  the  moft  mortifying  and 
humiliating  manner  to  the  petty 
Princes  of  Germany  for  fuccours 
againft  her  own  fubjedls,  and  fub- 
mitting  to  indignities  never  befcie 
prefcribed  to  a  crowned  head,  pre- 
fiding  over  fo  great,  and  powerful 
a  nation.  In  lupport  of  thefe  po- 
fitions,  they  took  the  treaties  to 
pieces,  and  pointed  out,  as  obj  c- 
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tionable,  the  following  parts ; — 
That  the  troops  were  to  enter  into 
pay  before  they  began  to  march  ; 
a  thing  never  known  before.  That 
levy-money  was  to  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  near  7I,  los.  a  man.  That, 
not  fatisiied  with  this  extortion, 
thofe  princes  were  alfo  to  be  fubfi- 
dized.  That  they  had  the raodefty 
to  infift  on  a  double  fublidy.  That 
the  fubfidy  is  in  one  inltance  to  be 
continued  for  two  years,  and  for 
one  year  in  another,  after  the 
troops  have  returned  to  their  re- 
fpeflive  countries.  And  that  a 
body  of  12000  foreigners  are  to  be 
introduced  into  the  Britifh  domi¬ 
nions,  under  no  controul  of  either 
King  or  parliament;  for  the  ex- 
prefs  words  of  the  treaty  are,  “  that 
this  body  of  troops”  (being  the 
Heffians)  lhall  remain  under  the 
command  of  their  General,  to 
whom  his  rnofi  ferene  Highnefs  has 
cntruhed  the  command.” 

The  debates  were  long  and 
warm,  and  were  of  courfe  produc¬ 
tive  of  a  very  late  night.  The  bad 
terms  upon  which  thefe  forces  were 
obtained  was  much  laboured  by  the 
oppofition,  and  they  entered  into 
various , calculations  to  Ihew,  that 
behdes  the  extraordinary  expences 
in  the  point  of  exportation,  every 
thoufand  Germans,  upon  this  fy- 
llem,  would  coft  the  nation  more 
than  1500  of  its  own  levies.  A 
point  merely  fpeculative  was  alfo 
much  agitated,  the  minifiers  en¬ 
deavouring  to  render  the  prefent 
creat  expences  more  eligible,  by 
reprefenting  that  they  would  not  be 
lafting,  and  that  this  German  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  forces  already  voted, 
would  be  fully  fufficient  for  the  fub- 
jugatiori  of  the  Americans,  and 
the  bringing  of  the  war  to  a  final 
and  happy  conclufion  in  the  enfu- 


ing  campaign.  It  was,  indeed, 
held  out,  that  this  great  force  would 
in  all  likelihood  have  little  more 
to  do,  than  to  Ihew'  itlelf  and  re¬ 
turn.  A  great  body  of  the  very 
bed  foldiery  in  Europe;  infpired 
only  with  military  maxims  and 
ideas,  too  well  difciplined  to  be 
diforderly  and  cruel,  and  too  mar¬ 
tial  to  be  kept  back  by  any  falfe 
lenity,  could  not  fail  of  bringing 
matters  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 
This  meafure  would  prove  to  be 
true  ceconomy  as  well  as  true  po¬ 
licy.  If  a  little  more  levy-money 
was  paid  than  for  Eritiflr,  the  men 
we  had  were  trained,  not  raw 
troops;  and  as  for  the  continuance 
of  the  payment  for  fome  time  after 
the  war,  this  was  but  reafonable, 
as  the  Landgrave,  and  the  other 
Princes,  could  not  have  their 
troops  returned  to  them  as  fcon  as 
we  might  accept  the  fubmiffion  of 
the  rebels. 

In  anfwer  to  this  it  was  confi¬ 
dently  afiferted  on  the  fide  of  oppo- 
lition,  that  neither  the  prefent,  nor 
any  other  force  we  were  able  to 
fend  out,  would  be  equal  to  an  ab- 
folute  conqueft  of  America,  either 
in  one,  or  in  two  campaigns,  and 
that  this  was  only  the  beginning, 
even  without  the  interference  of 
any  foreign  power,  of  the  moft 
ruinous  and  fatal  war  we  were  ever 
engaged  in.  The  quettion  upon 
the  minider's  motion  being  pur  af¬ 
ter  two  o’clock,  it  was  carried  up¬ 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  242, 
to  88. 

This  matter  was 
again  much  agitated 
on  receiving  the  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Enquiry  ;  feveralob- 
jeflions  were  made  to  dilFerent 
parts  of  the  treaties,  and  feveral 
explanations  demanded  relative  to 

ethers. 
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Others,  which  were  either  faid  to 
be  obfcure  in  themfelves,  or  to 
leave  Tome  eflential  matter  unpro¬ 
vided  for.  The  firft  refolution  of 
the  committee  being  carried,  the 
following  motion  was  then  made 
by  Colonel  Barre,  and  agreed  to, 
“  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majelfy,  humbly  to 
delire  him  to  ufe  his  interell,  that 
the  German  troops  in  Britilh  pay, 
now  or  herealter,  may  be  cloathed 
with  the  manufactures  of  this 
country.” 

cth  affair  of  the 

^  ’  German  treaties  lefs  agi¬ 

tated  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  where 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  moved  for 
an  addrefs,  of  conliderable  length, 
to  his  Majclly,  which,  befides  fe- 
veral  pointed  obfervations  relative 
to  the  treaties  in  particular,  took 
in  a  comprehenlive  view  of  the  li- 
tuation  of  American  affairs  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  the  probable  confe- 
quences  of  a  perleverance  in  the 
prefent  meafures,  all  tending  to 
give  weight  and  efficacy  to  a  re- 
queft,  that  his  Majefty  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  countermand 
the  march  of  the  troops  of  Helfe, 
Hanau,  and  Brunfwick  ;  and  like- 
wife  give  directions  for  an  imme¬ 
diate  fufpenfion  of  holHlities  in 
America,  in  order  to  lay  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  a  happy  and  permanent 
reconciliation  between  the  cfi- 
vided  parts  of  this  diftraCted  em¬ 
pire. 

The  noble  mover  took  a  moll 
comprehenlive  view  of  the  fubjedt. 
He  entered  into  an  hiftorical  detail 
of  the  feveral  treaties  which  had 
been  concluded  with  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  Hefle  from  the  year  1702 
to  the  prefent,  and  ffiewed,  that  in 
every  fucceeding  treaty  from  the 
^rll  they  had  rifen  in  their  de. 


mands,  and  eftabliflied  every  frefh 
extortion  as  a  precedent  not  to  be 
departed  from  in  the  future.  That 
the  prefent  treaty,  however,  out- 
flripped  alj  others,  not  only  in 
point  of  impofition,  but  of  the 
unaccountable  and  unprecedented 
conditions  which  it  included.  As 
to  the  firft,  he  fhewed  from  varioas 
laborious  and  accurate  calculations, 
that  the  ufe  of  17,300  mercenaries 
for  the  prefent  year,  would  not, 
taking  in  all  contingencies,  coll 
the  nation  lefs  than  one  million 
and  a  half  fterling  ;  an  expence, 
he  maintained,  not  to  be  paral¬ 
leled  in  the  hiflory  of  mankind, 
for  the  fervice  of  an  equal  number 
of  men. 

Thefe  matters,  however  feriou.*; 
in  the  prefent  miferable  hate  of 
our  finances,  and  the  enormous 
weight  of  public  burthens  we  groan 
under,  were  not,  he  faid,  what 
prefTed  molt  forcibly  on  his  mind. 
It  was  the  tenor  of  the  treaties, 
the  ambiguous  terms  in  which  they 
were  conceived,  and  the  danger¬ 
ous  precedents  they  ehablifhed  or 
hid  into,  that  principally  called 
forth  his  attention,  and  gave  rife 
to  his  fears.  He  obferved,  he  faid, 
with  grief,  and  the  beh  founded 
jealoufy,  that  an  over-ruling  in¬ 
fluence  had  for  fome  years  pah  per¬ 
vaded  our  councils;  that  this  in¬ 
fluence  had  been  exercifed  in  ef- 
fedling  meafures  of  a  moft  danger¬ 
ous  and  dark  complexion  ;  that  it 
fometimes  made  its  approaches  by 
health,  at  other  times  rendered  it- 
felf  vifible  in  open  day,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  afts  of  violence.  Hano¬ 
verians  had  been  brought  into  the 
Britifh  dominions  without  thecon- 
fent  of  parliament.  An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  place  Ireland  in 
the  hands  of  foreigners.  And  if 
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any  doubt  remained  of  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  thofe  meafures,  it  was 
removed  by  thefe  treaties,  which 
afforded  the  moft  ample  matter  for 
great  and  ferious  alarm. 

He  obferved,  that  though  the 
treaties  exprelfed  the  contrary  in 
words,  they  were  not  in  reality 
founded  upon  any  found  principle 
cf  alliance,  or  reciprocal  fupport. 
They  contained  a  mere  mercenary 
Smithfield  bargain,  for  the  price 
of  a  certain  number  of  hirelings, 
who  were  bought  and  fold  like  fo 
many  beads  for  daughter.  There 
was  no  common  intereft  which  mu¬ 
tually  bound  the  parties ;  and  if 
there  were,  both  our  condufl,  and 
that  of  thofe  Princes,  was  the  moil 
lingular  ever  known.  They  were 
to  be  fubfidized.  They  were  to 
have  levy-money.  They  were  to 
have  a  double  fubfdy.  Their 
corps  v/ere  to  be  kept  up  com  pleat. 
They  were  to  be  paid  till  the 
troops  returned  to  their  refpe«Sive 
countries  5  and  the  fubfidies  were 
to  be  continued  after  the  fervice. 

Yet  in  this  downright  mercena¬ 
ry  bargain  of  fale  and  purchafe,  we 
were  bound,  that  if  any  of  thofe 
princes  were  attacked,  or  fnould 
wantonly  begin,  or  provoke  an 
attack,  for  the  engagement  was 
left  general  and  unconditional,  we 
Pzould.affiri  them  with  our  utmoil 
force.  Thus,  vve  were  not  only  to 
pay  double  for  the  ailidance  of  a 
fev/  Thcufands  of  foreign  mercena¬ 
ries,  but  we  were  bcfides  bound  in 
the  mod  folemn  engagements  to 
fupport  the  quarrels  and  int^refts 
of  their  makers  ;  a  kind  of  con- 
traft,  v/hich  might,  not  impro¬ 
bably,  involve  us  in  a  continental 
war. 

Pie  then  reminded  the  Lords 

who  had  fupponed  the  late  peace 


of  Paris,  of  the  language  which 
they,  and  all  others  on  the  fame 
fide,  held  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
late  war.  A  noble  Earl,  who 
then  prehded  at  the  head  of  publk: 
affairs,  and  a  late  Duke,  who  con¬ 
cluded  that  treaty,  with  all  their 
friends  and  partizans,  difclaimed 
in  words  and  in  writing,  both 
within  doors  and  without,  all  con¬ 
tinental  connexions  of  whatever 
nature ;  and  all  employment  of 
foreigners,  whatever  the  fervice  or 
neceffity.  They  admitted  them- 
felves,  that  the  enemy  were  at  our 
feet,  and  the  conquefl  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  fettlements  in  a  manner  cer¬ 
tain,  yet  they  fubmicted  to  a  peace 
certainly  inadequate,  on  no  other 
ground  but  our  inability  to  raife 
taxes  ;  they  faid,  that  the  national 
debt  was  too  enormous,  to  accept, 
even  this  advantage,  at  any  price; 
that  we  were  already  ruined  by 
fuccefs;  and  that  even  to  profecute 
certain  conquek,  would  be  the 
height  of .  political  pbrenzy.  He 
aficed,  what  extraordinary  cfeange 
of  circumftances  had  fince  taken 
place,  that  now  renders  a  doubt¬ 
ful,  and  in  any  cafe  ruinous  civil 
war,  a  war  equally  incapable  of 
fame  and  advantage,  to  be  not 
only  thought  eligible,  but  to  be 
profecuted  with  a  degree  of  eager- 
nefs,  with  an  acrimony  and  ma¬ 
lignity,  unknowr.  upon  any  other 
occafion  ?  Plow  comes  the  repro¬ 
bated  policy  of  employing  foreign 
forces  to  be  now  revived  ?  Will 
the  paying  off  feven  millions  of 
the  national  debt  in  thirteen  years 
peace,  jullify  this  change  of  fy- 
flem,  when  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  of  the  enfuing  campaign 
will  amount  to  a  greater  fum  ?  Or 
will  it  hereafter  be  credited,  that 
they  are  the  fame  men  who  held 
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thofe  dov^rines,  who  reduced  them 
into  praflice,  who  broke  off  all 
continental  connedlions,  and  who 
furrendered  the  fruits  of  a  moil: 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  war,  to 
obtain  a  tranlient  and  inadequate 
peace,  who  are  the  framers  of  all 
the  prefent  meafures  ? 

That  claufe  in  the  9th  article  of 
the  Heffian  treaty,  which  provides 
that  the  crown  fhall  employ  thofe 
troops  as  it  thinks  proper  by  land 
in  Europe,  was  much  commented 
on  by  the  noble  mover,  and  other 
lords  on  the  fame  hde,  and  re- 
prefented  as  bearing  a  moll  dark 
and  dangerous  complexion-  It  was 
afked,  what’  country  in  Europe, 
except  thefe  kingdoms,  they  could 
be  employed  in  ?  what  military 
operations  were  intended  for  them 
here  ?  Were  fuch  meafures  pro* 
pofed,  as  it  was  forefeen  would 
render  a  foreign  force  neccffary  in 
this  country  ?  And  was  a  civil  war 
here  alfo  intended,  to  round  the 
prefent  fyilem  ? 

All  the  American  quefllons  were 
of  courfe  brought  up  in  the  fur¬ 
ther  fupport  of  the  motion,  and  all 
the  old  ground  of  the  injuftice, 
inexpediency,  impradlicability,  the 
ruinous  effefts,  and  fatal  tendency 
of  the  war,  again  gone  over.  It 
was  alfo  ftrongly  urged,  that  as 
the  Americans  had  hitherto  ab- 
ffained  from  applying  foraffiftance 
to  foreign  powers,  and  had  ven¬ 
tured  to  commit  themfelves  fingly 
in  this  arduous  conteft,  rather  than 
have  recourfc  to  fo  odious  and 
dangerous  a  refuge,  it  was  the 
height  of  political  folly  and  mad- 
nefs  in  us,  to  induce  them  to  de¬ 
part  from  that  temperate  ground, 
by  fetting  them  an  example  of  fo 
fatal  a  tendency.  For  it  cannot 
be  doubted,  if  this  dangerous  mea- 


fure  is  carried  into  execution,  that 
they  will  immediately  retaliate, 
and  think  themfelves  fully  juftified 
by  the  example,  in  forming  al¬ 
liances  with  foreign  powers,  and 
hiring  foreign  farces,  (if  they  do 
not  procure  them  upon  terms  more 
advantageous  to  themfelves  and 
ruinous  to  us,)  to  oppofe  thofe 
mercenaries  whom  we  fend  for  their 
dellrudion.  Nor  is  it  any  more 
to  be  doubted,  that  other  powers 
in  Europe,  of  a  very  different  call 
and  order  from  thofe  of  Heffe, 
Brunfwick,  and. Hanau,  will  confi- 
der  themfelves,  to  be  fully  as  well 
entitled  to  interfere  in  gur  ciomeitic 
quarrels.  And  thus,  whilll  in  the 
rage  and  madnefs  of  civil  conten- 
tion,  the  llrength  and  flower  of 
the  nation  is  exhaufled  on  the  other 
flde  of  the  Atlantic,  we  fhall  lie 
open  and  defencelefs  to  the  attacks 
of  our  mod  formidable  and  vindic¬ 
tive  enemies. 

It  was  contended,  that  thefe, 
and  numberlefs  other  evils  which 
were  dated,  would  be  prevented 
or  remedied,  by  a  compliance  with 
the  motion  ;  and  that  parliament 
would  thereby  have  time  and  op¬ 
portunity  to  propofe  fuch  condi¬ 
tions,  as  the  ultimatum  of  its  de¬ 
mands,  as  it  would  be  fitting  for 
Great-Britain  to  offer,  and  for 
America,  as  a  great  conftituent 
part  of  the  empire,  to  accept. 

The  minifters  defended  the  trea¬ 
ties  upon  the  fame  ground  in  ge¬ 
neral,  on  which  they  had  been 
fupportedin  the  houfe  of  commons* 
The  principal  flrefs  was  laid  upon 
the  flrong  plea  of  neceflity,  which 
covered  the  meafure  at  large.  As 
to  particular  objedlions,  they  con¬ 
tended,  that  upon  the  whole,  the 
terms  were  more  reafonable  than 
could  have  been  expelled.  That 
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the  fuddennefs  of  the  requifition, 
the  known  neceflity  from  which  it 
proceeded,  together  with  the  no¬ 
velty,  diltance,  length  of  fea  voy¬ 
age,  and  other  difagreeable  cir- 
cumftances  particularly  attending 
this  fervice,  would  have  warranted 
much  higher  demands.  That  the 
treaties  were  framed  in  conformity 
to  eftablifhed  ufage  and  precedent. 
That  the  undertaking  the  defence 
of  the  German  Hates  from  whom 
we  hired  troops,  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed  to  operate  towards  bringing 
on  a  war  in  Germany  ;  that  the 
pompous  high-founding  phrafes  of 
alliance,  were  mere  founds,  a  form 
of  words  which  conveyed  no  mean¬ 
ing,  and  which  confequently  could 
not  be  fuppofed,  or  intended,  to 
be  binding.  That  the  fuppofed 
>  articles  of  expence  were  over-rated 
in  the  calculations  held  out  by  the 
noble  duke;  but  fuppofing  it  other- 
wife,  and  that  they  had  even  been 
Hill  greater,  the  neceffity  which 
induced  the  meafure,  would  of 
courfe  have  compelled  our  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  terms.  That  if 
the,  war  was  hnifhed  in  one  cam¬ 
paign,  an  event  which  there  was 
every  reafon  to  expeff,  or  even  in 
iwo,  the  terms  would  be  found  not 
only  reafonable,  but  highly  favour¬ 
able  on  our  fide.  It  was,  indeed, 
acknowledged,  that  if  the  war  was 
prolonged  to  a  more  diHant  period, 
they  muH  from  their  nature  be¬ 
come  difadvantageous  ;  but  this 
was  fo  totally  improbable  as  not  to 
jTjerit  confideration.  i 

On  the  whole  what  they  to 
do?  Were  they  to  fit  Hill,  andtofuf- 
fer  an  independent  hoftiie  empire  to 
arife  out  of /an  unprovoked  rebel¬ 
lion  ?  Were  they  tamely  to  fuHer 
jthe  trade  of  the  American  colonies, 
the  .objv^^  of  fo  mucli  care,  atten- 
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tion,  and  expence,  of  fo  many  laws 
and  fo  many  wars,  to  be  given  away 
to  foreigners,  merely  from  a  fcruple 
of  employing  foreign  forces,  to 
preferve  to  ourfelves  the  benefits 
fo  truly  our  own  and  fo  dearly  pur- 
chafed  ?  If  we  have  nothing  to 
complain  of  becaufe  Britifh  blood 
is  Hied  in  a  Britilh  quarrel,  what 
can  the  Americans  reafonably  ob- 
jefl  to  it  ?  They  in  elFeft,  by  re- 
fufing  to  contribute  to  its  fupport, 
deny  thernfelves  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  and  therefore  mak¬ 
ing  thernfelves  foreigners,  they 
cannot  complain  that  foreigners 
are  employed  againft  them.  They 
faid,  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  their  retaliating  upon  us. That 
the  other  powers  who  have  colonies 
in  America,  know  too  well  the 
danger  and  mifehief  of  a  rebellion 
on  the  prefent  principles,  to  give 
it  any  fort  of  countenance.  That 
princes  indeed  are  governed  more 
by  policy  than  equity  ;  but  in  this 
inftance  their  policy  is  cur  fecuri- 
ty.  But  if  they  fhould  be,  con¬ 
trary  to  all  appearance  and  proba¬ 
bility,  willing  to  countenance  this 
rebellion  from  a  defire  of  partaking 
in  an  open  trade,  and  lowering  the 
importance  of  this  country,  the 
terrible  confequences  which  would 
arife  from  (uch  an  event,  leave 
no  room  for  deliberation  ;  but  re¬ 
quire  that  we  Ihonld  crufh  this  in¬ 
fant  rebellion,  with  every  force  of 
every  kind,  before  foreigners  can 
take  advantage  of  it. 

It  was  obfervable  in  this,  and 
fome  late  debates,  that  as  melan¬ 
choly  pidlures  were  drawn  of  the 
fituation  to  which  this  country 
would  be  reduced  by  the  lofs  of  the 
colonies,  in  order  therefrom  to 
induce  the  moll  vigorous  coercion, 
had  heretofore,  in  the  earlier 
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Cages  of  this  bufinefs,  been  exhi¬ 
bited  by  the  oppofition,  for  the 
very  different  purpofe,  of  prevent¬ 
ing  thofe  coercive  meafures,  which 
they  apprehended,  or  faid,  would 
lead  to  the  prefent  unhappy  crifis. 

The  debates  were  Jong  and  in- 
terefting,  and  contained  a  great 
deal  of  curious,  though  much  of  it 
was  extraneous  matter.  Among 
other  fubjefts  which  lay  out  of  the 
direft  line  of  debate,  the  cruelty 
and  impolicy  with  which  the  war 
was  carried  on  in  America,  by 
ruining  the  -country,  and  burning 
commercial  and  defencelefs  towns, 
was  much  infilled  on  by  the  oppo¬ 
fition,  The  recent  deilrudlion  of 
Norfolk  in  Virginia,  which,  they 
faid,  v/as  principally  inhabited  by 
people  violently  attached  to  the 
king^s  government,  with  the  new 
and  particular  circumflance  of  its 
being  tranfad;ed  under  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  orders,  was  commented  upon 
with  the  greatefl  feverity,  and  re¬ 
probated  in  the  llrongeft  terms. 

His  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  took  an  aflive  part 
upon  this  occalion  in  fupportof  the 
motion  ;  declaring  his  entire  dif- 
approbation  of  the  condudl  of  the 
miniflers,  and  of  the  prefent  Ame¬ 
rican  fyflem.  He  alfo  pathetically 
lamented,  that  Brunfwickers, 
who  once,  to  their  great  honour, 
were  employed  in  the  defence  of 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjecl,  fhould 
now  be  fent  to  fubjugate  his  liber¬ 
ties,  in  another  part  of  this  vail 
empire.”  The  motion  was  re¬ 
jected  by  the  ufual  majority,  the 
numbers  upon  adivifion  being  loo, 
including  2 1  proxies,  to  32,  includ- 
ing  3  proxies,  who  fupported  the 
queltion.  It  was,  however,  at¬ 
tended  with  an  unufual  protell, 
svhich  only  reciting  the  terms  pf 


the  propofed  addrefs,  concluded 
with  the  fignatures  of  the  refpec- 
tive  protefting  peers  to  a  filent 
diffent. 

The  fecretary  at  war  gave  notice 
about  this  time,  that  he  would 
move,  at  a  fhort  fpecified  day,  for 
a  fupply,  to  the  amount  of 
845,165  1,  towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  the  land 
forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred, 
between  the  9th  of  March  1775* 
and  3 1  ft  of  January  1776.  Thisvaft 
demand  for  extraordinaries,  incur¬ 
red  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  in  fo 
confined  and  inefficacious  a  fervice, 
rouzed  all  the  vigour,  and  awaken¬ 
ed  all  .the  fire  of  oppofition  ;  which 
feemed  upon  this  occafion  to  blaze 
out  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  for  a  time 
to  dazzle  and  confound  adminiftra- 
tion. 

They  examined  the  journals  to 
fhew,  that  neither  the  glorious 
campaign  of  1704,  which  faved  the 
German  empire,  and  broke  and 
ruined  that  military  force  which 
had  been  for  half  a  century  the 
fcoarge  and  terror  of  Europe,  nor 
that  of  1760,  which  gave  us  the 
vaft  continent  of  North  America, 
had  in  any  degree  equalled  in  ex¬ 
pence,  the  fhameful  campaign  of 
Bofton  in  1775.  They  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  prove  by  various  calculations, 
that  the  maintenance  of  8,500, 
wretched,  difgraced,  and  half- 
ftarved  forces  in  Bofton,  had  not 
coft  the  nation  much  lefs,  in  a  pe¬ 
riod  fhort  of  a  year,  than  an  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  each  man.  They 
called  upon  the  miniflers  to  anfwer, 
and  examined  the  flate  of  national 
finance  to  enquire,  in  what  manner 
we  were  capable  of  fupporring,  ia 
the  prefent  and  future  campaigns, 
50,000  men  in  America  (it  a  pro- 
portipnal  expence,  excluiive  of  the 
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Raval,  ordnance,  and  other  charges, 
of  our  Handing  expences,  and  of 
the  hazard  of  a  foreign  war. 

Ali  the  powers  of  eloquence  were 
difplayed,  in  defcribing  in  the 
moH  glowing  colours,  the  fuccefies 
and  glories  of  queen  Anne’s, 
and  of  the  laft  war.  The  names 
'  of  Godolphin  and  Pitt  were  re¬ 
echoed  ;  whilH  all  the  force  of 
wit  and  ridicule  was  exhaufted,  in 
contrafling  the  fituation  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  thofe  feafons,  with 
the  prefent.  Blenheim  and  Schel- 
lenburgh,  were  oppofed  to  Lex¬ 
ington  and  Bunker^’s  Hill ;  and  to 
compleat  the  group,  the  river 
Myltic  was  for  once  placed  in  the 
fame  view  with  the  Danube. 

The  miniflers  feemed  for  a  con- 
iiderable  time  nearly  overwhelmed 
by  the  torrent.  But  finding  its  ve¬ 
hemence  rather  to  increafe  than 
lefTen,  they  at  length  reded  for 
fupport  upon  the  ftrong  fandion 
of  parliament.  They  Did,  that 
they  had  aded  in  this  burmefs  from 
the  beginning,  not  only  with  the 
X  concurrence,  but  the  approbation 
of  parliament  ;  that  they  had  not 
fought  it,  nor  taken  it  up  wan¬ 
tonly  I  they  had  found  it  ;  it  was 
a  legacy  left  by  their  predeceiTors, 
and  of  which  they  found  parliament 
in  poffelTion.  That  whenever  that 
body  fiiould  think  it  neceffary  to 
alter  'its  condud  or  opinions  ;  to 
abandon,  or  to  mollify  the  prefepit 
meafures,  they  would  readily  give 
up  their  own  opinions,  and  ac- 
quiefee  in  either  ;  'but  whilil  they 
found  themfeives  in  polTeffion  of 
■the  full  confidence  and  approbation 
of  a  great  majority  of  that  lioufe, 
they  never  would  i^efert  the  truft 
lepofed  in  them,  but  would  conti¬ 
nue  to  fulfil  their  duty  at  all  events. 
And  that  there  were  only  two  hm- 


pie  queflions  arlf  ng  on  this  mat¬ 
ter,  whether  the  money  had  been 
properly  applied  ?  and  whether  the 
meafures  that  induced  the  expen¬ 
diture  were  neceffary  ?  that  the  firll 
would  in  due  time  be  authenticat¬ 
ed  by  the  proper  vouchers,  and 
parliament  had  already  repeatedly 
given  its  fand:ion  to  the  fecond. 
That,  as  to  the  inglorious  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  campaign,  they  faid 
that  it  had  the  fame  origin  with 
all  the  rpftof  our  misfortunes,  too 
good  an  opinion  of  the  Americans. 
'1  itat  it  was  never  believed,  that 
they  c-oald  be  vAcked  enough  to 
unite  v/ith  the  Maffachufets  Bay  in 
rebellion,  nor  confequently  able  to 
fhut  up  his  majeuy’s  forces  in 
Boiion,  and  prevent  the  fupply 
which  the  abundance  of  that  coun¬ 
try  yielded.  That  now  our  eyes 
are  opened  ;  and  the  meafures  taken 
in  confequence,  muH  open  the  way 
to  abundance  ;  and  it  was  then  to 
be  hoped,  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  fend  all  their  provifion 
from  Europe.  At  preient  indeed 
it  was  unhappily  neceflary  j  and 
whatever  the  expenc«  might  be, 
they  could  not  juftify  themfeives 
in  ftarving  either  the  army  or  the 
caufe.  That  the  vigour  and  gene- 
rofty  of  this  feflion  would  give 
repofe  and  oeconomy  to  the  next. 

On  the  fecond  day’s  de- 
bate,  when  the  motion  was  ’ 

regularly  made,  after  a  very  warm 
difeuffion,  the  queflion  was  carried 
on  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of  i8o, 
to  57,  It  v/as,  however,  fcarcely 
lefs  debated  on  the  following  day, 
upon  receiving  the  report  from  the 
committee. 

That'  vail  and  invincible  majo¬ 
rity,  which  had  hitherto  overruled 
every  propofal  of  the  fame  nature, 
was  not  fufikient  to  deter  the  duke 

of 
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of  Grafton  from  ftill  trying,  whe¬ 
ther  an  attempt  towards  a  reconci¬ 
liation  with  the  colonies  might  not 
be  received  in  fome  new  form,  or 
in  fo'me  manner  rendered  palata- 


^  *  ed  for  an  addrefs,  that  in 

order  to  prevent  the  further  effufion 
of  blood,  and  to  manifeit  how 
defirous  the  king  and  parliament 
are  to  rellore  peace  to  all  the  do¬ 
minions  of  the  crown,  and  how 
earnefUy  they  wifh  to  redrefs  any 
real  grievances  of  his  majefty’s 
fubjedls,  a  proclamation  might  be 
iffiied,  declaring,  that  if  the  co¬ 
lonies,  within  a  reafonable  time 
before,  or  after  the  arrival  of  the 
troops 'deftined  for  America,  (hall 
preient  a  petition  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  to  the  commilTioners 
to  be  appointed  under  the  late  adt ; 
fetting  forth  in  fuch  petition, 
which  is  to  be  tranfmitted  to  his 
majefty,  what  they  confidcr  to  be 
their  juft  rights  and  real  grievan¬ 
ces  ;  that  in  fuch  cafe,  his  majefty 
will  confent  to  a  fufpenfton  of 
arms  ;  and  that  he  has  authority 
from  Ills  parliament  to  affure  them, 
that  their  petition  ftiall  be  re¬ 
ceived,  confidered,  and  anfwered. 

The  great  objedl  of  this  motion 
feems  to  have  been  to  remedy  the 
defects  of  the  late  prohibitory,  or 
capture  adt  ;  which,  as  the  oppo- 
iition  had  all  along  contended,  held 
out  a  deluftve  fhew  of  peace,  with¬ 
out  furniftiing  any  means,  or  con¬ 
taining  any  powers,  by  which  that 
objedt  could  poflibly  be  attained. 
Befides  the  general  arguments 
which  the  fubjedt  afforded,  the 
noble  mover  fpecified  two  particu¬ 
lar  circumftances,  which  rendered 
a  compliance  with  the  motion,  or 
the  adoption  of  fome  equivalent 
fubftitute,  at  this  time  abfolutely 
neceftary.  The  firll  of  thele  was 
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the  new  dodlrine  of  unconditional 
fuhmijjion  on  the  fide  of  America, 
^which  had  been  held  out  in  the 
other  houfe  by  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  American  depart¬ 
ment  ; — The  fecond,  was  the  in¬ 
telligence,  which  the  noble  duke 
had  himfelf  received,  that  two 
French  gentlemen  had  fome  time 
before  gone  to  North  America, 
where  they  had  held  a  conference 
with  General  Wafhington  at  his 
camp,  and  were  by  him  referred 
to  the  Continental  Congrefs,  to 
which  they  immediately  repaired. 
To  prevent  or  remedy  the  ill  effedls 
which  a  knowledge  of  the  former, 
and  the  confequent  opinion  that 
it  was  the  eftablifhed  political  doc¬ 
trine  of  Great  Britain,  muft  ne- 
ceffarlly  produce  upon  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  and  the'extremities  to  which 
it  would  naturally  drive  them, 
he  inferred  the  necefiity  of  fome 
fpecific  declaration  from  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  laying  of  fome  ground 
open  for  accommodation,  and 
throwing  fo  much  light  upon  it, 
as  would  enable  them  in  fome'  de¬ 
gree  to  judge,  what  conditions  we 
were  willing  to  grant,  or  what 
conceflion  to  accept  ;  and  would  at 
leaft  relieve  them  from  the  hor¬ 
rors',  and  difarm  them  of  the  rage, 
which  the  bare  idea  of  uncondi¬ 
tional  fub million  muft  necefiarily 
excite.  The  latter  circumftance, 
not  only  fhewed  the  immediate 
danger  of  the  interference  of  fo¬ 
reigners  in  our  civil  contention  ; 
but  what  was  ftill  more  alarming, 
gave  too  much  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend,  that  the  interference  was 
already  commenced,  and  that  from 
a  moft  dangerous,  and  naturally 
hoftile  quarter. 

This  day  will  perhaps  hereafter 
be  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft 
important  in  tlyt  Eng  lifii  Hiftory 
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It  deeply  fixed  a  new  colour  upon 
(Dur  public  affairs.  It  was  decilive, 
on  this  fide  of'  the  Atlantic,  with 
jefpeft  to  America  ;  and  maypof- 
fibly  hereafter  be  compared  with, 
and  confidered  as  preliminary  to 
that,  on  which,  unhappily,  in  a 
few  months  after,  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  that  continent  was  de¬ 
clared  on  the  other.  Adininiftra- 
tion  now,  and  their  numerous 
friends,  totally  changed  their  ftile 
and  language  upon  that  fubjeft. 
All  modifications  were  laid  afidej 
all  former  opinions  and  decla¬ 
rations  done  away;  conciliation^ 
they  faid,  was  little  lefs  than  im- 
pradicable  ;  and  that  if  any  thing 
could  be  added  to  the  difficulties 
of  fuch  a  fcheme,  it  would  be  by 
conceffion.  The  tone  of  the  houfe 
of  lords  was  much  higher  than 
that  of  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
ever  been,  although  the  language 
was  grown  much  more  firm  and  de¬ 
termined  there  alfo  than  it  had 
_been  at  the  beginning  of  the  fef- 
fion.  No  alternative  now  feemed 
to  be  left  between  abfolute  con- 
queff  and  unconditional  fubinif- 
fion. 

The  debates  were  long  and  va¬ 
rious,  and  notwithftanding  the 
beaten  ground  which  was  travelled 
over,  would  at  another  feafon  have 
been  intereffing.  Moff  of  the  con- 
iiderable  fpeakers  on  both  fides 
took  a  large  fhare  in  them.  Much 
altercation  and  contradidiion  took 
place,  between  feveral  lords  who 
were  of  the  cabinet  in  the  years 
1767,  and  1769,  relative  to  the 
American  meafures  which  were  at 
thofe  times  adopted.  Much  point¬ 
ed  and  diredl  animadverfion  took 
place  between  two  great  law  lords, 
one  of  whom  has  long  been  out  of 
cfficp.  The  queftion  being  put 


after  ii  o’clock  at  night,  the  mo« 
tion  was  rejedled  by  a  majority  of 
91,  including  20  proxies,  to  31, 
including  three  proxies, 

A  bill  for  the  efta. 
blifhment  of  a  miiitia 
in  Scotland,  had  been  brought  in 
before  the  holidays  by  lord  Mount- 
ftewart  ;  but  from  the  very  re¬ 
markable  negleft  of  attendance 
wffiich  prevailed,  and  the  delire 
of  having  a  matter  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  claffiing  of  intereffs  be¬ 
tween  both  parts  of  the  kingdom 
difcuffed  in  full  houfes,  it  hung 
over  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
feffion.  Befides  the  apparent  w'eight 
and  fandtion  of  adminiftration,  this 
bill  was  eagerly  patronized  by  the 
gentlemen  of  North  Britain  ;  but 
notwithftanding  thefe  powerful 
fupports,  it  met  with  a  ftreng, 
and  at  length  effedlua!  oppofition. 
Many  of  the  country  gentlemen 
w^ere  extremely  jealous  of  this  no- 
veT  attempt.  In  this  conteft,  it 
was  ably  controverted  in  all  its 
ftages  ;  and  though  the  views  of 
the  oppofition  avowedly  extended 
from  the  beginning  to  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  whole,  yet  frequent 
amendments  were  propofed,  and 
new  claufes  continually  offered; 
fo  that  it  alForded  a  very  conlider- 
able  fund  of  debate  ;  the  divifions 
run  very  dole,  and  the  utnioft  can¬ 
dour  and  fairnefs  was  praclifed  on 
both  fides. 

It  was  in  general  fupported  upon 
the  utility  of  a  militia  as  a  na¬ 
tional  defence.  That  as  England 
found  it  at  prefen t  neceffary  to 
ftrengthen  and  render  more  elFec- 
tual  that  mode  of  defence,  the 
caufes  which  operate  here  muff 
hold  equally  good  with  refped  to 
the  other  part  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom.  That  the  cgnft^nt  loyalty. 
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and  invariable  attachment  to  go¬ 
vernment,  which  the  Scotch  have 
fhewn  for  many  years  pall:,  had 
entirely  removed  thofe  objections 
which  might  have  formerly  ope¬ 
rated  in  oppoling  fuch  a  meafure. 
And  that  the  retainino-  fuch  an  in- 

O 

vidious  dillindion,  ferved  only 
to  keep  alive  ancient  jealoufies, 
and  to  nourilh  odious  prejudices 
and  malignities. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  ob¬ 
jected  to,  on  the  general  ground 
of  expence,  there  being  no  necef- 
fity  nor  occafion  for  a  militia  in 
Scotland.  That  it  was  increafing 
the  dangerous  and  unconftitutional 
power  of  the  crown,  which  was 
already  greater,  than  had  ever 
hitherto  been  deemed  confiftent 
with  public  liberty.  That  a  mi¬ 
litia  was  local,  and  immediately 
paid  by  the  land-owners  for  their 
protection  and  defence.  That 
Scotland  only  paid  one-fortieth  to 
the  land-tax,  the  very  fpecific  tax, 
out  of  which  all  the  expences  of  a 
militia  were  to  be  drawn,  and  yet 
fhe  would  hold  one  fifth  in  the 
proportion  of  numbers  to  be  em¬ 
bodied  in  both  kingdoms.  That 
the  difproportion  in  point  of  re- 
prefentation,  was  equally  to  be 
confidered,  though  not  ib  great, 
being  on  her  fide  one  eleventh  to 
the  whole.  That  it  was  highly 
unreafonable  in  the  people  of  that 
country,  and  carried  the  moft  glar¬ 
ing  abfurdity  in  the  very  face  of 
the  propofition,  to  apply  to  par¬ 
liament  for  a  Scotch  militia,  when 
five-fixths  of  the  expence  to  be  in¬ 
curred  by  that  eftablilhment,  mull: 
be  paid  by  Englilh  land-owners. 
If  fne  is  in  love  with  a  militia, 
and  wants  to  be  put  on  a  footing 
with  England  in  rel’peCl  to  coniti- 
tutional  defence,  let  her  take  the 
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inftitution  with  all  its  confquen- 
ces  of  pay  as  well  as  of  eftabli/h- 
raent  ;  let  the  expence  be  raifed 
by  a  cefs  upon  the  lands  there, 
which  can  well  afford  it,  from 
their  being  at  prefent  fo  much  un¬ 
der-rated  to  the  land-tax.  How¬ 
ever  exceptionable  the  meafure  is 
in  other  refpeCls,  in  point  of  ex¬ 
pence,  this  will  be  fubfiantial 
jufiice.  Bat  furely,  the  Englilh 
muft  expeCl  to  become  objeCls  of 
the  contempt  or  pity  of  all  man¬ 
kind,  if  they  fubmitted  to  be  the 
dupes  to  fo  abfurd  and  monftrous 
a  propofition  as  the  prefent. 

To  thefe  objections  it  was  re¬ 
plied,  that  Scotland  was  taxed  ac¬ 
cording  to  her  ability  as  well  as 
England.  That  though  the  land- 
tax  was  under-rated,  other  taxes 
were  not  fo.  That  a  great,  if  nos 
the  greater  part  of  the  rents  of 
Scotland  were  fpent  in  England. 
That  the  people  of  that  country 
confumed  vail;  quantities  of  Englilh 
manufactures,  belides  Eaft  India 
goods,  and  other  foreign  commo¬ 
dities,  purchafed  here,  by  which 
means  they  were  virtually  taxed, 
and  bore  a  great  (hare  of  our  ex- 
pences.  That  the  arguments  now 
brought  only  proved,  that  Scot, 
land  was  not  ?b  fully  reprefented 
in  the  Britilh  parliament  as  Ihe 
ought  to  be,  nor  fo  opulent  as 
England  ;  two  matters  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  prefent 
queftion.  And  that  it  could  not 
have  been  expeCled,  that  a  pro- 
pofal  for  general  and  national  de¬ 
fence,  fhould  have  been  confidered 
in  the  narrow  view  of  provincial 
jealoufy. 

Both  parnes  having  M^^haoth. 
mufiered  their  forces 
as  well  as  the  prefent  Hate  of  at¬ 
tendance  would  admit,  upon  the 

day 
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^ay  appointed  for  receiving  the 
report  from  the  committee  after  the 
fecond  readijig,  the  bill  was  thrown 
out  upon  a  diviiion,  by  a  majority 
of  1 12  to  95.  The  minifter  found 
himfelf  in  an  unufual  iituation 
upon  this  occalion,  having  divided 
in  the  minority. 

It  may  be  neceiTary  to  take  fome 
notice  ®f  an  affair  which  about  this 
time  made  a  great  noife  in  the 
city,  occafioned  much  difcontent 
amongft  the  merchants,  and  was 
at  length,  though  without  effedl, 
brought  into  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  A  claufe  in  the  late  prohi¬ 
bitory  aft,  which  enabled  the  ad¬ 
miralty  to  grant  licences  to  veffels 
for  conveying  flores  and  provifions 
to  the  forces  upon  the  American 
fervice,  had  been  made  ufe  of  to 
countenance  a  trade  in  individuals 
who  were  favoured,  by  which,  it 
w^as  faid,  that  a  monopoly  was 
formed,  and  the  American  trade 
was  transferred  from  the  an¬ 
cient  merchants,  and  known  trad¬ 
ers,  to  a  few  obfcure  perfons  of 
no  account  or  condition  ;  and  an 
illicit  commerce  eftablifhed  under 
the  fanftion  of  that  bill,  which 
was  utterly  fubverflve  of  one  of  its 
principal  apparent  objefts. 

It  appears  that  thefe  licences 
were  very  loofely  compofed,  and 
very  carelefsly  granted  ;  that  the 
commiffioners  of  the  cuiloms  did 
not  chufe  to  interfere  much  in  the 
bufinefs;  that  though  the  licences 
were  recalled  and  fome  alterations 
made  in  them,  this  meafure  pro¬ 
duced  little  effeft  ;  and  that  even, 
W'’hen  the  noife  grew  loud,  and 
fomething  like  a  parliam.entary 
enquiry  was  announced  or  begun, 
though  fome  of  the  goods  were 
unfhipped,  yet  in  general  the 
fcheme  fucceeded  ;  the  fliips  which 
had  cleared  out  fbr  Boflon,  only 
10 


altering  the  deftination  of  their 
voyage,  and  taking  a  new  clear¬ 
ance  for  Halifax  and  Canada,  with 
liberty  to  go  to  any  other  port  in 
America.  It  appeared  in  evidence 
before  the  houfeof  commons,  that 
by  thefe  and  other  means,  a  greater 
quantity  of  all  manner  of  goods 
calculated  for  the  North  American 
market,  had  been  flipped  within 
a  few  we^ks,  than  w'as  done  in 
any  of  the  ufual  feafons  of  export¬ 
ation. 

A  great  clamour  was  raifed  in 
the  city.  It  was  faid  that  it  was 
exceedingly  grievous  to  the  great 
body  of  American  merchants,  who 
had  already  fufFered  fo  feverely  in 
confequence  of  thefe  troubles,  and 
who  in  obedience  to  the  late  aft  of 
parliament,  were  at  this  very  time 
linking  under  the  incumbrance  of 
a  vaft  quantity  of  goods,  which 
they  had  purchafed  for  that,  and 
for  which  they  could  fnd  no  other 
market,  to  fee  the  trade,  which 
for  a  number  of  years  they  had 
condufted  with  the  greateil  repu¬ 
tation  and  fairnefs,  fmuggled  out 
of  their  hands,  by  a  fet  of  nomi¬ 
nal  merchants  and  unknown  ad-, 
venturers.  7'he  injury  was  ren¬ 
dered  dill  the  more  grievous,  by 
being  committed  under  the  colour 
of  law,  and  under  the  licence  of 
authority. 

The  frd  public  notice  that  was 
taken  of  this  bufinefs  was  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  where  the  earl  of 
Effingham,  a  little  before  the  re- 
cefs  at  Eader,  made  a  motion  which 
was  agreed  to,  that  lids  of  thofc 
diips,  and  of  their  cargoes,  as  well 
as  the  licences  which  were  granted 
by  the  admiralty,  Ihould  be  laid 
before  the  houfe. 

We  fuppofe,  that  the  holidays, 
together  with  the  dutchefs  of  King- 
don’s  trial,  prevented  the  matter 

from 
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from  being  more  immediately  pur- 
fued  in  thathoufe.  However  that 
was,  it  was  taken  up  in  the  houfe 
.  .  j  of  commons  by  the  lord 
^  *  mayor,  who  moved  for 
a  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
whole  tranfadion.  Adminiftration 
feemed  very  fore  and  very  angry 
upon  this  occafion  ;  and,  as  the 
oppofition  faid,  ufed  every  poihble 
means  to  baffle  or  defeat  the  en¬ 
quiry.  They  faid  it  proceeded 
from  ill  temper  and  malignity, 
and  was  only  intended  to  embar- 
rafs  and  diftrefs  government ;  and 
foretold  truly,  that  it  would  come 
to  nothing.  Some  faid  that  the 
matters  complained  of  were  too 
trifling  for  notice,  and  were  only 
intended  for  theeafe,  benefit,  and 
comfort  of  the  troops  ;  others  went 
fo  far  as  to  infill,  that  the  ad  was 
not  violated,  and  that  provifions 
and  flores  included  every  thing  that 
could  adrainilter  to  the  wants  or 
luxuries  of  man  or  woman.  The 
minifter,  however,  at  length  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  the  powers  given 
in  the  ad  had  been  mifunderftood, 
and  the  licences  abufed  ;  but  that 
as  thefe  matters  were  already  rec¬ 
tified,  and  a  flop  put  to  the  mif- 
chief,  their  lofing  time  at  this  late 
feafon  in  fuch  an  enquiry  could 
anfwer  no  purpofe.  He  afterwards 
pradifed  a  manoeuvre,  which  he 
knew  would  efiedually  check  its 
progrefs,  by  agreeing  in  part  with 
the  motion,  but  changing  the 
mode  of  enquiry,  from  an  open 
or  feled  committee  up  flairs,  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
within  doors. 

In  this  committee,  feveral 
v>'itne{res  were  examined,  and 
among  other  matter  that  appear¬ 
ed,  it  came  out,  that  one  of  thofe 
nominal  merchants,  and  a  prin¬ 


cipal  adorin  this  bufinefs,  whohad 
freighted  five  large  fhips  with  the 
mofl  valuable  commodities,  was  fo 
totally  unqualified  for  fuch  an  un¬ 
dertaking,  that  he  hawked  about 
a  letter  in  the  city  from  a  very 
confiderable  officer  belonging  to 
the  treafury,  in  order  to  obtain 
goods  upon  that  credit.  It  was 
faid  by  the  oppofition,  that  fome 
of  the  principal  witnefles  were  fent 
purpofely  out  of  the  way  ;  that  the 
papers  which  the  houfe  demanded, 
and  which  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  purpofes  of  the  enqui¬ 
ry,  were  defignedly  held  back  at 
fome  of  the  public  offices ;  they 
were  therefore  defirous  to  poftpone 
it  for  a  few  days,  until  the  proper 
information  could  be  obtained, 
and  accordingly  moved  the  queflion 
of  adjournment  at  three  feveral 
times,  but  were  conflantly  over¬ 
powered  by  a  majority.  At  length, 
after  being  kept  up  till  five  oTlock 
in  the  morning,  the  minifler  dif- 
folved  the  committee  (without  its 
coming  to  any  refolution  whatever) 
by  the  previous  queflion,  That 
the  chairman  do  now  leave  the 
chair,”  which  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  105  to  3 1. 

On  the  13th  the  earl  of  Effing¬ 
ham  revived  the  matter  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  by  moving  that 
the  necefl^ary  papers  fhould  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  in  order  to  pro- 
fecute  the  enquiry  in  the  enfuing 
feflion.  This  brought  on  very 
warm  debates,  and  fome  farther 
extraordinary  matter,  than  what 
had  appeared  in  the  other  houfe, 
was  laid  before  the  lords.  The 
nicenefsof  fituation  at  length  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  the  miniflers  confented 
to  the  motion. 

The  bufinefs  being  all  carried 
through,  and  a  vote  of  credit  ob- 
'  tained. 
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tained  for  a  million  to  anfwer  any 
intermediate  fervice,  an  end  was 
1  at  length  put  to  the  fef- 
23  .  Thefpeech from 

the  throne  contained  nothing  very 
ilriking.  The  ufual  fatisfadlion 
in  their  conduft  was  exprefled. 
Information  was  given,  that  no 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the 
Hate  of  foreign  affairs,  and  that 
the  alTurances  received  of  the  dif- 
polition  of  the  feveral  European 
powers,  promifed  a  continuance 
of  the  general  tranquillity.  A 
regret  was  expreffed  for  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  fupplies  which  it  had 
been  neceffary  to  demand  ;  and 
thanks  given  to  the  commons  for 
the  readinefs  and  difpatch  with 
'  which  they  were  granted;  as  well 
as  an  acknowledgment,  that  they 
had  fhewn  an  equal  regard  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  fervice,  and  the 
eafe  of  the  people,  in  the  manner 
of  railing  them;  A  proper  fruga¬ 
lity  was  promifed.  It  was  obferv- 


ed,  that  they  were  engaged  in  a 
great  national  caufe,  the  profecu- 
tion  of  which  mull  be  attended 
with  many  difficulties,  and  much 
expence  ;  but  when  they  conlider 
that  the  effiential  rights  and  inte- 
refts  of  the  whole  empire  are  deep¬ 
ly  concerned  in  the  iffue  of  it,  and 
can  have  no  fafety  or  fecurity  but 
in  that  conftitutional  fubordina- 
tion  for  which  they  are  contending, 
it  affords  a  convidlion  that  they 
will  not  think  any  price  too  high 
for  fuch  objefts.  A  hope  v/as  ftill 
entertained,  that  his  rebellious 
fabjefts  would  be  awakened  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  errors,  and  by  a  vo¬ 
luntary  return  to  their  duty,  juflify 
the  reftoration  of  harmony  ;  but 
if  a  due  fubmiffion  fhould  not 
be  obtained  from  fuch  motives  and 
difpofitions  on  their  part,  it  was 
trufted,  that  it  fiiould  beeffedluated 
by  a  full  exertion  of  the  great  force 
with  which  they  had  entrufted  his 
majefty. 


( 


I 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 


Dijlrejfes  of  the  army  at  Bofon  ditrhig  the  inter.  Ne'zv  batteries  opened ^ 
and  the  to<ivn  bombarded.  Embarkation.  Gen,  Ho'-we  departs  njoith  the 
army  to  Halifax.  Siege  of  Quebec  raifed.  Rebels  repidfed  at  E’hree  Ri-vers» 
Montreal y  Chcdnbleey  and  St.  fobn^s  retaken  ;  all  Canada  reconjered. 
Regulators  and  Emigrants  totally  defeated  and  difperfed  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  Hopkins  Jirips  the  Bahama  ifandsoffiores  and  artillery.  Lord 
Dunmore  abandons  the  coaf  of  Virginia  ;  Fugitives  difperfed.  Sir  Peter 
Parked s  fquadrony  naoith  Lord  Cornaxsallis  and  troops,  arrioje  at  Cape 
Fear,  <avhere  they  meet  Gen.  Clinton  ;  proceed  to  Charlefonxsn.  Attack  on 
Sulliajad  s  If  and.  Circular  letters  from  the  Congrefs  for  the  efablifment 

of  nC'-w  gonjernments  in  the  colonies.  Declaration  of  Independency .  Lord 
and  Gen.  Hoove  appointed  Commijf  oners  for  reftoring  Peace  in  the  Colo^ 
nies.  Gen.  Hoove,  ovith  the  army,  land  at  Staten  If  and.  Circular 

Letter,  fent  by  Lord  Hoove  to  the  Continent ,  and  publijhed  by  the  Con* 
grefs.  Letter  to  Gen.  Wafyington,  refufed.  Conference  betoveen  Adju¬ 
tant  Gen,  Patterfon,  and  Gen,  Wafington.  Plots  at  Neov  2  ork  and  Al¬ 
bany.  Army  landed  o.t  Long  If  and.  Americans  defeated  ovith  great 
lofs.  Retire  flently  from  their  Camp,  and  quit  the  If  and,  Gen.  Sulli- 
ojam  fent  upon  parole  ovith  a  tnef'age  from  Lord  Hoove  to  the  Congrefs. 
Fruitlefs  conference  betoveen  his  Lordfip  and  a  Committee  of  the  Congrefs. 
Defcent  on  York  If  and  ;  City  of  Neov  York  taken  ;  fet  on  fire,  and  a  great 
part  burnt.  Army  pafs  through  the  dangerous  naojigation  called  Hell  \ 
Gate ;  land  at  Frogs  Neck  ;  Skirmif  at  the  White  Plains,  Forts 
Wafyington  and  Lee  taken,  and  the  ovhole  of  York  If  and  reduced,  Jer- 
feys  Gojerrun.  Rhode  If  and  reduced. 


The  delays  and  misfortunes 
which  the  tranfports  and 
victuallers  from  England  and  Ire¬ 
land  had  experienced,  reduced  our 
forces  at  Boflon  to  great  diflrefs. 
To  their  diftrefs  was  added  the 
mortification  of  feeing  feveral  vef- 
fels,  which  were  laden  with  the  ne- 
ceffaries  and  comforts  of  life,  taken 
in  the  very  entrance  of  the  har-/ 
hour  ;  whilft  different  circumftan- 
ces  of  tide,  wind,  or  fituation, 
difabled  the  fhips  of  war  from  pre¬ 
venting  the  mifehief.  The  lofs  of 
moft  of  the  coal  Ihips  was  particu¬ 
larly  felt,  as  fuel  could  not  he  pro¬ 
cured,  and  the  climate  lendeied 
VoL.  XIX. 


that  article  indifpenfable.  The 
wretched  inhabitants  v/ere  in  aftate 
Hill  more  deplorable.  Detained 
againfl:  their  will,  cut  off  from  all 
intercourfe  with  their  friends,  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  confequences  of 
that  contempt  and  averfion  with 
which  a  great  part  of  them  were 
regarded  by  the  foldiery,  and  at 
the  fame  time  in  want  of  almofl 
every  neceffary  of  life.  Calami¬ 
tous  however  as  that  fituation  was, 
it  ferved  as  a  fort  of  refuge  to  thofe, 
who  were  either  zealous  in  favour 
of  the  king’s  government,  or  fo 
diffatisfied  with  the  new  Hate  of 
things,  that  they  could  no  longer 
[*K]  live 
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live  with  comfort,  fome  of  them 
hardly  with  fafety,  in  their  own 
homes. 

It  was  even  feared,  that  the  mi¬ 
litary  (lores  would  fail,  and  fait 
provilions  at  length  grew  fcarce. 
The  troops  at  Bunker’s  Hill  un¬ 
derwent  great  hardfhips,  being 
obliged  to  lie  in  tents  all  the  win¬ 
ter,  under  the  driving  fnov/s,  and 
expofed  to  the  almoll  intolerably 
Cutting  winds  of  the  climate  in 
that  feafon,  which,  with  the  Arid 
and  conftant  duty  occafioned  by  the 
drength  and  vicinity  of  the  enemy, 
rendered  that  fervice  exceedingly 
fevere  both  to  the  private  men  and 
officers.  Various  attempts  were 
made  to  remedy,  or  to  leffien,  fome 
of  the  wants  which  now  prevailed 
in  the  army.  That  of  firing,  which 
was  the  mod  immediately  and  in¬ 
tolerably  preffing,  was  in  feme 
meafure  relieved  by  the  deflrudion 
of  houfes. 

The  attempts  made  to  procure 
provifions  were  not  attended  with 
any  great  fuccefs.  Some  yefifels 
which  were  fentto  Barbadoes,  ob¬ 
tained,  through  the  afiidance  of  the 
governor,  and  before  the  matter 
v/as  fully  known,  a  quantity  fo 
moderate,  that  it  would  not  at 
other  times  have  been  more  taken 
notice  of  than  any  common  occur¬ 
rence  in  trade  ;  but  being  now  cut 
off  from  their  ufual  refources,  and 
having,  as  they  faid,  a  famine 
daring  them  in  the  face,  with 
80,000  Blacks,  and  20,000  Whites 
to  feed,  and  no  fufficient  dock  in 
hand,  nor  no  certain  fiipply  in 
profpeft,  the  meafure  was  deemed 
fo  dangerous,  that  it  occafioned  a 
diredl  addrefs  from  the  affembly 
to  the  king,  including,  along  with 
the  detail  of  their  own  melancholy 


fituation,  drong  complaints  againft 
the  conduct  of  the  Governor. 

O 

A  detachment  of  marines,  with 
an  armed  diip  and  fome  tranfports, 
were  fent  to  Savanna  in  Georgia, 
with  a  view,  as  it  would  feem  by 
the  event,  of  obtaining  cargoes  of 
rice  and  other  provifions,  whether 
by  force  or  otherwife.  The  mili¬ 
tia,  however,  took  to  their  arms, 
and  would  not  permit  the  marines 
to  land,  nor  the  (hips  to  hold  any 
correfpondence  with  the  (bore.  In 
the  courfeof  the  debate  which  arofe 
upon  this  occafion,  fome  officers 
belonging  to  the  colony  were  feiz- 
ed  and  detained  on  board  the  ffiips, 
and  their  releafe  being  refufed  with 
a  high  hand,  and  other  circum- 
dances  of  aggravation  occurring 
on  both  fides,  fome  batteries  were 
fpeedily  erefted  by  the  militia  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  an  en¬ 
gagement  with  cannon  and  fmall 
arms  took  place,  in  which  fome 
blood  was  fpilt,  and  feven  loaded 
vedels  belonging  to  the  colony, 
which  the  commandersofthe  king’s 
armed  veifels,  feemingly  by  collu- 
fion  with  the  captains  or  ov/ners, 
had  got  podeffion  of,  and  whofe 
cargoes  would  effectually  have  an- 
fwered  their  purpofe,  were  defign- 
edly  burnt  in  the  conflidl. 

In  this  date  of  things  on  our 
fide,  the  provincials  before  Bodon, 
were  well  covered,  and  well  fup- 
plied  in  their  lines.  They  ex- 
peCled  with  the  mod  earned  foli- 
citude  the  fetting  in  of  the  frod, 
which  ufually  takes  place  there 
about  Chridmas,  and  generally 
covers  theharbour,  and  all  the  ad¬ 
joining  rivers  and  creeks,  with  a 
furfaceof  folid  ice.  They  founded 
great  hopes  upon  this,  as  upon  a 
mod  powerful  auxiliary,  by  \vhofe 

aid 
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aid  they  not  only  extended  their 
views  to  the  recovei-y  of  the  town, 
but  to  the  feizure  or  deftrudlion  of 
the  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the  land 
forces. 

In  thefe  they  were  difappointed. 
The  winter  was  uncommonly  mildj 
and  the  frofts  had  none  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  they  expeded.  The  expedla- 
tion,  however,  probably  influenced 
their  operations,  and  occafloned 
their  continuing  more  quiet  than 
they  othcrvvife  would  have  done. 
The  arrival  of  a  copy  of  the  king’s 
fpeech,  with  an  account  of  the  fate 
of  the  petition  from  the  continen¬ 
tal  congrefs,  is  faid  to  have  excit¬ 
ed  the  greatefl:  degree  of  rage  and 
indignation  amongfl:  them  ;  as  a 
proof  of  w'hich,  the  former  was 
publicly  burnt  in  the  camp  ;  and 
they  are  faid  upon  this  occafion  to 
have  changed  their  colours,  from 
a  plain  red  ground,  which  they 
Iiad  hitherto  ufed,  to  a  flag  with 
thirteen  ftripes,  as  a  fymbol  of  the 
number  and  union  of  the  colonies. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  arrival 
by  degrees  of  feveral  of  thofe 
fcattered  veflels  which  had  failed 
from  thefe  kingdoms  with  pro- 
vifions  and  neceflaries,  alleviated  in 
a  conliderable  degree  the  diftref- 
fes  of  the  forces  at  Boflon  ;  and 
though  the  winter  was  not  fevere 
enough  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes 
of  their  enemies,  the  climate  pre¬ 
vailed  fo  far,  as  to  render  both 
parties  fond  of  their  quarters  ;  to 
check  the  fpirit  of  enterprize,  and 
to  prevent  the  eflufion  of  blood  ; 
fo  that  for  two  or  three  months, 
an  unexampled  quiet  prevailed  on 
both  fid  es. 

During  this  ftate  of  things,  the 
American  cruizers  and  privateers, 
though  yet  poor  and  contemptible, 
being  for  the  greater  part  no  better 


than  whale  boats,  grew  daily  more 
numerous  and  fuccefsful  againfl: 
the  tranfports  and  ftorelhips;  arid, 
among  a  multitude  of  other  prizes, 
had  the  fortune  of  taking  one, 
which  gave  a  new  colour  to  their 
military  operations.  This  was  an 
ordnance  Ihip-  frorri  Woolwich, 
which  had  unfortunately  feparated 
from  her  convoy,  and  being  Herfelf 
of  no  force,  was  taken  without  de¬ 
fence  by  a  fmall,  privateer.  This 
velTel  contained,  befides  a  large 
mortar  upon  a  new  conflrui^ion, 
feveral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon, 
a  large  quantity  of  fmall  arms  and 
ammunition,  with  all  manner  of 
tools,  utenfils,  and  machines,  ne- 
ceflary  for  camps  and  artillery,  in. 
the  greateil  abundance.  The  lofs 
of  this  fhip  was  much  refented  in 
England,  and  occafioned  fome  very 
fevere  animadverfion  upon  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  both  within  doors  and 
without,  for  hazarding  a  cargo  of 
fuch  value  and  importance  in  a 
defencelefs  veflel. 

The  tranquillity  at  Boflon  was, 
in  the  beginning  of  MarcH,  unex- 
pe<5ledly  broken  in  upon  by  fome 
fudden  and  unexpeded  movements 
on  the  Tide  of  the  rebels.  It  is 
faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  Congrefs 
had  received  intelligence  of  the 
prohibitory  a<Sl,  and  of  the  hiring 
of  foreign  troops,  they  immediately- 
difpatched  inflruftions  to  Gen. 
Wafhington  totally  to  change  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
to  brinff  affairs  at  Bofton  to  the 
fpeediefl:  decifion  that  was  poffible, 
in  order  that  ihe  army  might  be 
difengaged,  and  at  liberty  to  op- 
pofe  the  new  dangers  with  which 
they  were  threatened. 

However  this  was,  a  battery  was 
opened  near  the  water  fide,  at  a 
place  called  Phipp’s  Farm,  on  the 
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night  of  the  2d  of  March,  from 
whence  a  fevere  cannonade  and 
bombardment  was  carried  on  a- 
gainft  the  town,  and  repeated  on 
the  enfuing  nights.  Whilll  the 
attention  of  the  army  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  firing  of  houfes  and 
other  mifchiefs  incident  to  this 
new  attack,  they  beheld,  with  in- 
expreffible  furprize,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  5th,  fome  confiderable 
works  appear  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  town,  upon  the  heights  of 
Dorcheller  Point,  which  had  been 
erefted  in  the  preceding  night, 
and  from  whence  a  24  pound,  and 
a  bomb  battery,  were  foon  after 
opened.  Some  of  our  officers 
have  acknowledged,  that  the  ex¬ 
pedition  with  wffiich  thefe  vvorks 
were  thrown  up,  with  their  fudden 
and  unexpefled  appearance,  re¬ 
called  to  their  minds  thofe  won¬ 
derful,  flories  of  enchantment  and 
invifible  agency,  which  are  fo  fre- 
quent  in  the  Eadefn  romances. 

The  fituation  of  the  army  was- 
now  very  critical.  The  new  works, 
along  with  thofe  others  which  it 
was  evident  w'oald  now  be  fpeedily 
conilruCled  on  fome  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  hills,  would  command  the 
town,  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
harbour,  of  the  beach,  from  whence 
an  embarkation  mud  take  place 
in  the  event  of  a  retreat,  and  ren¬ 
der  the  communication  between  the 
troops  in  the  svorks  at  Bofton  Neck, 
and  the  main  body,  difficult  and 
dangerous. 

In  thefe  circum fiances  no  alter¬ 
native  remained,  but  to  abandon 
the  town,  or  difiodge  the  enemy 
and  defiroy  the  new  works.  Gen. 
Howe,  with  his  ufual  fpirit  and 
refolution,  adopted  the  latter,  and 
took  the  neceffary  meafures  for  the 
embarkation. on  that  very  evening 


of  five  regiments,  with  the 
infantry  and  grenadiers,  upon  a 
fervice,  which  the  whole  army  mull 
ofeourfe  have  been  ultimately  en¬ 
gaged  in,  This  defign  was  fruf- 
trated  by  the  intervention  of  a 
dreadful  fiorm  at  night,  which 
rendered  the  embarkation  imprac¬ 
ticable,  and  thereby  probably  pre¬ 
vented  the  lofs  of  a  great  number 
of  brave  men,  if  not  of  the  whole 
army. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  that,  with  a  high  fenfe 
of  the  Britifii  military  honour,  as 
well  as  of  his  own,  the  general 
fhould  hazard  much,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  the  indignity  of  aban¬ 
doning  the  town.  He  commanded 
a  force,  which  he  knew  had  been 
confidered  and  reprefented  here  as 
fufficient  to  look  down  all  oppofi- 
tion  in  America  ;  and  v/hich,  in 
reality,  with  refpedl  to  the  number 
of  regiments,  if  not  of  men,  the 
excellency  of  the  troops,  the  cha* 
radter  of  the  officers,  and  the 
powerful  artillery  which  they  pof- 
fefied,  would  have  been  deemed 
refpeclable  in  any  country,  and 
dangerous  by  any  enemy.,  With 
fuch  troops,  to  give  up  that  town 
which  had  been  the  original' caufe 
of  the  war,  and  the  conftant  ob- 
jedl  of  contention  fince  its  com¬ 
mencement,  to  a  raw  and  defpifed 
militia,  feemed,  exclufive  of  all 
other  ill  confequences,  a  difgrace 
not  to  be  borne.  But  thefe  brave 
men  had,  by  a  variety  of  events, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  thought, 
through  original  error  and  mifeon- 
dudl  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
war,  been  reduced  to  fuch  circum- 
fiances,  and  hedged  in  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  no  means  were  left 
for  an  exertion  of  their  force  and 
courage,  that  were  not  fubjed  to 
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the  greateft  danger,  without  af¬ 
fording  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs. 

Fortune  prevented  this  perilous 
trial  in  the  .firft  inrtance.  On  the 
day  that  fucceeded  the  tempelt, 
the  defign  was  realTumed  ;  but  upon 
a  nearer  infpeftion  it  was  difco- 
vered,  that  a  new  work  had  been 
thrown  up,  which  was  Wronger 
than  any  of  the  former,  and  that 
the  whole  were  now  fo  completely 
fortified,  that  all  hope  of  forcing 
them  was  at  an  end.  It  became 
clear  alfo,  that  Boftoii  was  not  a 
fituation  very  happily  chofen  for 
the  improvement  of  any  advantage 
which  might  be  obtained  towards 
the  redudion  of  the  colonies. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to 
abandon  the  town,  and  to  convey 
the  troops,  artillery,  and  (tores,  on 
board  the  fnips.  Nor  was  this 
laft  refort  free  from  difficulty  and 
danger.  The  enemy,  however, 
continued  quiet  in  their  works,  and 
made  not  the  fmalleft  attempt  to 
ob(lru6t  the  embarkation,. or  even 
to  moled  the  rear.  It  is  faid,  and, 
though  it  was  pofitively  denied  by 
the  miniders  in  both  houfes,  feems 
to  be  generally  believed,  that  fome 
kind  of  convention  or  agreement, 
whether  verbal,  or  only  underdood 
by  fecondary  means,  was  edablilh- 
ed  between  the  commanders  in 
chief  on  each  fide,  and  that  the  ab- 
daining  from  hodility  on  the  one, 
was  the  condition  of  faving  the 
town  on  the  other.  In  proof  of 
this  it  is  affirmed,  that  combudibles 
were  ready  laid  for  Bring  the  town, 
and  that  the  feledmen  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  out,  and  to  hold  a 
conference  with  Gen.  Wafhington 
upon  the  fubjeft. 

Notwithftanding  this  fecurity, 
the  embarkation  could  not  be  re¬ 
gulated  in  fuch  a  manner,  though 


ten  days  were  fpent  in  carrying  it 
into  execution,  as  to  prevent  fome 
degree  o(  precipitation,  diforder, 
and  lofs.  It  refembled  more  the 
emigration  of  a  nation,  than  the 
breaking  up  of  a  camp.  1500  of 
the  inhabitants,  whofe  attachment 
to  the  royal  caufe  had  rendered 
them  obnoxious  to  their  country¬ 
men,  incumbered  the  tranfports 
with  their  families  and  effeds. 
The  officers  had  laid  out  their 
money  in  furniture,  and  fuch  other 
conveniences,  as  were  neceffiary  to 
render  their  fituation  tolerable  ;  no 
purchafers  could  be  procured  for 
thefe  effefts  ;  and  it  would  have 
been  cruelty  in  the  extreme  to 
many  of  them,  to  have  been  under 
a  neceffity  of  leaving  their  whole 
fubllance  behind.  The  foldiers 
were  embarrafied  by  their  conti¬ 
nual  duty,  and  all  carriages  and 
labour  that  could  be  procured  in 
the  town  were  of  courfe  monopo¬ 
lized  by  the  emigrant  inhabitants. 
Every  perfon  had  fome  private  con¬ 
cern,  which  was  fufficient  to  oc¬ 
cupy  his  time  and  thoughts.  The 
fick,  wounded,  women,  and  child¬ 
ren,  called  for  every  care  and  at¬ 
tention,  and  of  courfe  increafed 
the  embarraffment  and  diftrefs.  It 
will  not  be  difficult  to  fuppofe  fome 
part  of  the  confufion  incident  to 
fuch  circumdances. 

The  GeneraPs  fituation  was 
truly  pitiable.  But  he  bore  it  with 
great  fortitude ;  and  conduced 
the  whole  with  admirable  temper. 
Some  difeontents  appeared,  which 
were  to  be  endured  and  allayed. 
Scarcity  of  provifions,  and  ill  fuc¬ 
cefs,  always  breed  difeontent  in 
camps.  This  was  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  cafe  at  prefent.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  having  received  no  advices 
from  England  fince  the  preceding 
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inonth  of  Odober,  they  confidered 
rhcmfelves  in  a  great  meafure  as 
abandojiedj  and  left  to  extricate 
thenifelves  as  they  might  out  of 
the  unfortunate  lituation  in  which 
they  had  been  involved.  Difcon- 
tents  are  exceedingly  fruitful ;  one 
generating  a  number  of  others  in  a 
very  fmall  fpace  of  time.  Mutual 
jealoufies  prevailed  between  the 
army  and  navy ;  each  attributing 
to  the  other  the  caufe  of  fome  part 
of  that  uneafinefs  which  itfelf  felt. 
The  intended  voyage  to  Halifax 
was  fubjefl  to  circumftances  of  a 
very  alarming  nature.  The  coaft, 
at  all  times  dangerous,  was  dread¬ 
fully  fo  at  this  tempeftuous  equi- 
iioflial  feafon,  and  the  multitude 
of  Ihips,  vyhich  amounted  to  about 
150,  increafed  the  difficulty  and 
apprehenfion.  As  the  high  north- 
leall  winds  now  prevailed,  they 
were  alfo  liable  to  be  blown  off  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  without  a  ftock  of 
provifions  in  any  degree  fufficient 
to  fubfift  them  in  fuch  a  paf- 
fage.  And,  to  render  matters  ftill 
more  irkfome,  they  were  going  to 
a  fterile  miferable  country,  which 
was  incapable' of  affording  thofe 
reliefs  which  they  fo  much  want¬ 
ed.  It  could  not  pafs  theobferva- 
tion,  and  was  highly  vexatious  to 
the  military,  that  all  this  danger¬ 
ous  voyage,  if  completed,  was  di- 
reftly  fo  much  out  of  their  way. 
They  were  going  to  the  northern, 
extremity  of  the  continent,  when 
their  buftnefs  lay  in  the  fouthern, 
or  at  leaft  about  the  center. 

The  neceftity  of  the  fituation  left 
no  choice  of  meafures,  and  regret 
1  was  ufelefs.  As  the 
March  17,  embarked,  Gen. 

*77  •  Waftiington  marched 
into  the  town,  with  drums  beat¬ 
ing,  colours  flying,  and  in  all-  ihe 


triumph  of  vi^Iory.  He  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  remaining  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  acknowledged  by  the 
refugees,  who  now  recovered  their 
ancient  poffeffions,  with  every  mark 
of  refpedl  and  gratitude,  that  could 
poftibly  be  ftiewn  to  a  deliverer, 
The  affembly  of  the  province  were 
liot  lefs  zealous  in  their  public 
acknowledgements,  His  anfwer 
was  proper,  moderate,  and  be-? 
coming  his  fituation.  The  king’s 
forces  were  under  a  neceftity  of  leav¬ 
ing  a  conflderable  quantity  of  ar¬ 
tillery  and  fome  ftores  behind.  The 
cannon  upon  Bunker’s  Hill,  and 
at  Bofton  Neck,  could  not  be  car.? 
ried  off.  Attempts  were  made  to 
render  them  unferviceable  ;  but 
the  hurry  which  then  prevailed, 
prevented  their  having  any  great 
effeft.  Some  mortars  and  pieces 
of  cannon  which  were  thrown  into 
the  water,  were  afterwards  weighed 
up  by  the  town’s  people. 

Thus  was  the  longcontefted  town 
of  Bofton  at  length  given  up,  the 
colony  of  Maflachufett’s  Bay,  for 
the  prefent,  freed  from  war,  and 
left  at  liberty  to  adopt  every  mea¬ 
fure  which  could  tend  to  its  future 
ftrength  and  fecurity.  It  was  above 
a  week  be'fore  the  weather  permit¬ 
ted  the  fleet  to  get  entirely  clear 
of  the  harbour  and  road  ;  but  they 
had  ample  amends  made  them  in 
the  pafiage,  the  voyage  to  Halifax 
being  fhorter  and  happier  than, 
could  have  been  hoped  for.  Several 
iliips  of  war  were  left  behind  to  pro- 
tecl  theveflels  which  fhould  arrive 
from  England  ;  in  which,  however, 
they  w'ere  not  perfe£l:Iy  fuccefsful, 
the  great  extent  of  the  Bay,  witii 
its  numerous  iflands  ^nd  creeks, 
and  the  number  of  fmall  ports  that 
furround  it^  affording  fuch  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  the  provincial  armed 
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boats,  and  fmall  privateers,  that 
they  took  a  number  of  thefe  fhips, 
which  were  ilill  in  ignorance  that 
the  town  had  changed  mafters. 

As  feveral  movements  made  by 
the  rebels,  and  particularly  their 
taking  flations  on  the  neghbouring 
iflands,  indicated  a  dehgn  of  at¬ 
tacking  Caftle  William,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  which  would  be  the  means 
of  locking  up  the  fhips  of  war  in 
the  harbour,  and  of  rendering  all 
future  attempts  upon  the  town  by 
fea  imprafticable.  General  Howe 
thought  it  neceflary  to  blow  up 
and  demolifh  the  fortifications  on 
that  ifland  before  his  departure. 

General  Wafhington  was  now  in 
pofleflion  of  the  capital  of  Maffa- 
chufett’s  Bay  ;  but  being  ignorant 
of  the  dedi nation  of  the  fleet,  and 
apprehenfive  of  an  attempt  upon 
New  York,  he  detached  feveral 
regiments  for  the  protedion  of  that 
city,  on  the  very  day  upon  which 
he  took  pofTefiion  of  Bolion.  The 
royal  army  were  not,  however,  at 
that  time,  in  circumllances  that 
admitted  of  their  undertaking  any 
expedition.  They  did  not  exceed, 
it  is  faid,  nine  thoufand  healthy 
and  effedive  men,  and  were  in 
other  refpeds  by  no  means  fufii- 
ciently  provided. 

The  effates  and  effed^  of  thofe 
emigrants  who  had  accompanied 
Gen.  Howe  to.  Halifax,  \yere  or¬ 
dered  to  be  fold,  and  the  produce 
applied  to  the  public  fervice.  Some 
who  ventured  to  flay  behind, 
though  they  knew  themfelves  to 
be  obnoxious  to  the  prefen t  go¬ 
vernment,  were  brought  to  trial 
as  public  enemies,  and  betrayers 
of  their  country  ;  and  the  eflates  of 
fuch  as  were  found  guilty  were 
confifeated  in  the  fame  manner. 
But  nothing  occu,pied  fo  much  at 


prefent  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Bollon,  or  had  fo  much  attention 
paid  to  ii  by  the  province  in  gene¬ 
ral,  as  the  putting  of  that  town 
in  fuch  a  hate  of  defence,  as  might 
prevent  a  repetition  of  thofe  evils 
which  it  had  lately  undergone. 
For  this  purpofe,  the  greatell  dili¬ 
gence  was  ufed  in  fortifying  the 
town  and  harbour  ;  fome  foreign 
engineers  were  procured  to  fuper- 
intend  the  works,  and  every  inha¬ 
bitant  dedicated  two  days  in  the 
week  to  their  conftruClion.  Great 
doubts  may,  however,  be  enter¬ 
tained,  whether  Kollon  can  be  ren¬ 
dered  tenable  again II  an  army, 
though  thefe  works  may  preferve 
it  from  infult. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions  at 
Bollon,  the  blockade  of  Quebec 
was  continued  under  great  diffi¬ 
culties  by  Arnold.  Reinforcements 
arrived  flowly,  and  the  Canadians, 
who  are  not  by  any  means  remark¬ 
able  for  conllancy,  were  difhearten- 
ed  and  wavering.  It  feems  as  if 
the  Congrefs  was  unequal  in  con¬ 
duct,  as  well  as  refources,  to  the 
management  of  fo  many  opera¬ 
tions  at  the  fame  time.  The  fuc- 
cours  that  were  fent,  fuffered  incre¬ 
dible  hardfhips  in  their  march ; 
which  they  endured  with  that  for¬ 
titude  which  had  hitherto  dlflin- 
guilhed  the  Provincials  in  this  war. 
On  the  other  hand.  General  Carle- 
ton  guarded,  with  his  ufual  vigi¬ 
lance,  againfl  every  effort  of  fraud, 
force,  and  furprize ;  but  as  all 
fupplies  \vere  cut  off  from  the 
country,  the  inhabitants  and  gar- 
rifon  experienced  many  diflreffes. 

As  the  feafon  approached,  in 
which  fupplies  from  England  were 
inevitable,  the  Americans  grew 
more  adlive  in  their  operations. 
They  again  renewed  the  fiege, 
[*K]  4  ^  and 
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and  ereiled  batteries,  and  made 
feveral, attempts  by  fire-fliips,  and 
otherwife,  to  burn  the  vefTels  in 
the  harbour.  They  failed  in  thefe 
attempts,  though  Tome  of  them 
were  very  boldly  conduced  ;  and 
their  troops  were  atone  time  drawn 
up,  and  fcaling  ladders,  with  every 
other  preparation,  in  readkiefs  for 
florming  the’  town',  during  the 
confufion  which  they  expected  the 
lire  would  have  produced.  Though 
they  had  not  all  the  fuccefs  they 
wifhed,  they  however  burnt  a 
great  part  of  the  fuburbs,  and  the 
remaining  houfes  being  pulled 
down  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of 
the  conflagration,  afforded  a  mofl: 
feafonablerelief  of  fuel  to  the  town, 
which  had  for  fome  time  been 
exceedingly  diflrelTed  through  the 
want  of  that  neceffary.  During 
this  ftate  of  things,  a  party  of  Ca¬ 
nadians  which  had  been  embodied 

Mar  anil  "''t* 

*  5  •  a  defign  of  railing  the 

liege,  were  encountered  on  their 

inarch,  and  eafily  difperfed  by  a 

detachment  of  the  rebels. 

This  fmall  fuccefs  was  not  long 
fufficient  to  fupport  the  fpirits  of 
the  provincials.  Having  failed  in 
all  their  attempts  with  fhells,  fire- 
Ihips,  and  red  hot  balls,  to  caufe 
a  conflagration  in  the  city,  their 
hope  of  taking  it  by  florm  ceafed, 
whilft  thatof  fucceeding  by  a  regu¬ 
lar  fiege  was  daily  leffened  ;  in¬ 
deed  their  artillery  was  far  enough 
from  being  equal  to  any  great  fer- 
vice.  Although  conflderable  rein¬ 
forcements  arrived  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  province,  the  various 
impediments  of  bad  roads,  bad 
weather,  and  the  want  of  neceffa- 
ries  fuicable  to  the  fervice,  prevent¬ 
ed  their  being  able  to  join  them, 
in  the  flate  of  defpondency  confe- 


quentof  thefe  circumftances,  that 
fcouree  and  terror  of  the  weflern 
continent  and  of  its  numerous  na¬ 
tions,  the  fmall-pox,  broke  out,  and 
made  its  ufual  cruel  ravages  amongfl: 
them.  Nor  was  the  immediate 
effe<fl  with  refpedl  to  life  or  health 
the  worfl:  confequence  of  the  cala¬ 
mity  ;  for  that  diforder  being  con- 
fidered  as  the  American  plague, 
and  regarded  with  all  the  horror 
incident  to  that  name,  the  dread 
of  infeflion  broke  in  upon  every 
other  confideration,  and  rendered 
it  difficult,  if  not  iinprafticable, 
to  fuftain  difcipline,  or  preferve 
order. 

In  this  fituation,  the  provincial 
accounts  inform  us,  that  they  in^ 
tended  to  raife  the  fiege  before  the 
arrival  of  the  fuccours  from  Eng-^ 
land,  and  that  Gen.  Woofler,  who 
at  that  time  held  the  command, 
with  fome  other  of  the  principal 
officers,  had  already  gone  to  Mon¬ 
treal  to  make  fome  preparations 
neceffary  for  the  facilitating  of 
that  purpofe.  If  fuch  a  defign 
was  formed,  it  was  prevented  from 
being  carried  fuccefsfully  into  exe¬ 
cution,  by  the  zeal  and  adivity 
of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 
Ifis  man  of  war,  ^^nd  of  two  fri¬ 
gates,  which  v/ere  the  firftthat  had 
failed  from  England  with  fuccours, 
and  who  with  great  labour,  con- 
dud,  and  refolution,  having  forc¬ 
ed  their  way  through  the  ice,  ar¬ 
rived  at  Quebec  before  the  paffags 
was  deemed  pradicable.  The  un- 
expeded  fight  of  the  Ihips  threw 
the  befiegers  into  the  greatefl:  con- 
fternation,  which  was  not  leffened 
by  the  immediate  efted  of  their 
cutting  off  all  communication  be- 
tween  their  forces  on  the  different 
fides  of  the  river. 

General  Carleton  was  too  well 
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verfed  in  military  affairs,  to  lofe 
any  time  in  feizing  the  advantages 
which  theprefent  fituation  afforded. 
A  fmall  detachment  of  land  forces 
which  arrived  in  the  fliips  of  war, 
together  with  their  marines, -being 
landed  with  the  utmoft  expedition, 
and  joined  to  the  garrilbn,  the 

Governor  immediately 
March  6th.  ,  ,  .  _  • 

marched  out  at  their 

head  to  attack  the  rebel  camp.- 
There  he  found  every  thing  in  the 
utmoft  confufion  ;  they  had  not 
even  covered  themfelves  with  an 
intrenchment,  and  having  already 
begun  a  retreat,  upon  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  our  troops  they  fled  on  all 
fides,  abandoning  their  artillery, 
military  ftores,  fcaling  ladders, 
and  other  matters  of  incumbrance. 
The  flight  was  fo  precipitate  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  of  any  execution  ; 
nor  were  the  King’s  forces  in  any 
condition  for  a  purfuit,  if  pru¬ 
dence  could  even  have  juftified  the 
meafure.  Some  of  the  fick  became 
prifoners.  During  this  tranfadion, 
our  fmaller  fhips  of  war  made  their 
way  up  the  river  with  fuch  expedi¬ 
tion  and  fuccefs,  that  they  took 
feveral  fmall  veffels  belonging  to 
the  enemy,  and  retook  the  Galpee 
floop  of  war,  which  they  had  feized 
in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding 
winter. 

Thus  was  the  mixed  fiege  and 
blockade  of  Quebec  raifed,  after  a 
continuance  of  about  five  months. 
And  thus  was  Canada  preferved  by 
a  fortitude  and  conftancy,  which 
muft  ever  be  remembered  with  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  Governor  and  garrifon. 
From  this  time,  the  provincials  ex¬ 
perienced  a  continued  feries  of 
Ioffes  and  misfortunes  in  that  pro¬ 
vince.  The  Governor  fhewed  he 
was  worthy  of  his  fuccefs  by  an 
ad  which  immediately  fucceeded 


it,  and  which  does  great  honour  to 
his  humanity,  A  number  of  the 
fick  and  wounded  provincials  lay 
fcattered  about  and  hid  in  the 
neighbouring  woods  and  villages, 
where  they  were  in  the  greateft 
danger  of  perifliing  under  the  com¬ 
plicated  preffureof  want,  fear,  and 
difeafe.To  prevent  this  melancholy 
confequence,  he  iffued  a  procla¬ 
mation,  commanding  the  proper 
officers  to  find  out  thefe  unhappy 
perfons,  and  to  afford  them  all  ne- 
ceffary  relief  and  affiftance  at  the  * 
public  expence  ;  vvhilft,  to  render 
the  benefit  complete,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  obftinacy  or  apprehenfion 
from  marring  its  effed,  he  affured 
thern,  that  as  foon  as  they  were  re¬ 
covered  they  fhoiuld  have  free  li¬ 
berty  to  return  to  their  refpedive 
provinces. 

Towards  the  end  of  May,  feve¬ 
ral  regiments  from  Ireland,  one 
from  England,  another  from  Ge¬ 
neral  HovVe,  together  with  the 
Brunfwick  troops,  arrived  fuccef- 
fively  in  Canada  ;  fo  that  the  whole 
force  in  that  province,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  was  eftimated  at  about 
13,000  men.  The  general  rendez¬ 
vous  was  at  Three  Rivers,  which’ 
lies  half  way  between  Quebec  and 
Montreal  ;  and  at  the  computed 
diftance  of  about  ninety  miles  from 
each.  This  place  lies  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  takes 
its  name  from  the  vicinity  of  one 
of  the  branches  of  a  large  river, 
whofe  waters  are  difeharged  thro’ 
three  mouths  into  that  great  refer- 
voir. 

The  provincials  continued  their 
retreat  till  they  arrived  in  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  river  Sorel,  which  falls 
into  the St.Lawrenceat  the  diftance 
of  about  140  miles  from  Quebec, 
where  they  joined  fonie  of  thofe 
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jeinforcements  that  had  not  been 
able  to  proceed  farther  to  their  af. 
fiftance  ;  but  the  whole  were  now 
funk  in  fpirit,  and  debilitated  in 
aft.  To  complete  their  misfortunes, 
the  fmall-pox  had  fpread  through 
all  their  quarters. 

Thefe  difcouraging  circumftances 
were  notfufficient  to  damp  rhe  fpi- 
jit  of  enterprize  in  their  leaders. 
A  very  daring,  and  not  ill  laid 
plan,  was  formed  for  the  furprize 
of  the  King’s  forces  at  the  Three 
Rivers ;  which,  if  it  had  been  at¬ 
tended  with  all  the  fuccefs  it  was 
capable  of,  might  have  been  ranked 
amone  the  moil  conhderable  mili- 
tary  atchievements  of  that  nature. 

TheBritifh  and  Brunfwick  forces 
were  at  this  time  much  feparat* 
ed.  A  confiderable  body  were 
Hationed  at  Three  Rivers,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Frazer.  Another,  under  that  of 
Brigadier  General  Neibit,  lay  near 
them  on  board  the  tranfports.  A 
greater  than  either,  along  with  the 
Generals Carleton,  Burgoyne,  Phi¬ 
lips,  and  the  German  General 
Reidefel,  were  in  feveral  divilions, 
by  land  and  water,  on  the  way 
from  Quebec.  The  diflance  from 
Sorel  was  about  fifty  miles,  and 
feveral  armed  veifels  and  tranf¬ 
ports  full  of  troops,  which  had  got 
higher  up  than  Three  Rivers,  lay 
full  in  the  way. 

In  the  face  of  all  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties,  a  body  pf  above  2000  men, 
under  the  command  of  a  Major 
General  Thompfon,  embarked  at 
Sorel  in  fifty  boats,  and  coading 
the  fouih  fide  of  what  is  called  the 
Lake  cf  St,  Peter,  where  the  St, 
Lawrence  fpreads  to  a  great  extent, 
arrived  at  Nicolet,  from  whence 
they  fell  down  the  river  by  night, 
and  paiTed.  to  the  other  fide,  with 


an  intention  of  furprizing  the  for¬ 
ces  under  General  Frazer.  Three 
Rivers  is  rather  to  be  confidered  as 
a  long  village,  than  a  regular  town ; 
and  the  defign  was,  that  it  fhould 
be  attacked,  a  little  before  break 
of  day,  and  at  the  fame  inllant, 
by  aftrong  detachment  at  each  end, 
while  two  fmaller  were  drawn  up 
in  readinefs  to  cover  or  fupport 
them.  If  the  fuccefs  fhould  have 
proved  complete,  the  defign  was 
extended  to  the  deilruftion  of  all 
thofe  vefTels  which  lay  near  the 
fhore. 

The  concurrent  circumflances 
necefiary  to  give  effeft  to  this  de^ 
lign  were  too  numerous  to  afford 
any  ftrong  confidence  of  fuccefs. 
It  was  one  of  thofe  bold  under¬ 
takings  which  might  have  been 
produftive  of  great  advantage  ;  but 
which  was  of  too  perilous  a  nature 
for  any  thing  lefs  than  the  mofl 
defperate  fituation  of  affairs  to 
juflify.  They  miffed  their  time  by 
about  an  hour,  which,  though  they 
paffed  the  armed  fliips  without  ob- 
fervation,  occafioned  their  being 
difcovered,  and  the  alarm  given  at 
their  landing.  They  afterwards 
got  into  had  grounds,  and  were  in¬ 
volved  in  many  other  difficulties, 
which  threw  them  into  diforder  and 
confufion.  In  this  flate, 
they  found  General  Fra¬ 
zer’s  corps  in  preparation  to  re¬ 
ceive  them,  having  landed  feveral 
light  fix  pounders,  which  were 
played  upon  them  with  great 
eifeft.  While  they  were  thus  en¬ 
gaged  in  front.  Brigadier  Nefbit, 
whofe  tranfports  lay  higher  up  the 
river,  landed  his  forces  full  in  their 
way  back. 

Nothing  was  left  but  a  retreat, 
the  accomplifhment  of  which  was 
more  to  be  vvilhed  for  than  hoped. 

Neflfit’s 
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Nefbit’s  corps  kept  the  river  fide  to 
prevent  their  efcape  to  the  boats, 
while  Frazer's,  in  purfuit,  galled 
them  feverely  with  their  light  ar¬ 
tillery,  Between  both,  they  were 
driven  for  feme  miles  through  a 
deep  fwamp,  which  they  traverfed 
with  inconceivable  toil,  expofed  to 
conftant  danger,  and  enduring 
every  degree  of  diftrefs.  The  Bri- 
tifh  troops  at  length  grew  tired  of 
the  purfuit,  and  the  woods  afforded 
them  a  wifhed-for  fhelter.  The 
iirft  and  fecond  in  command,  with 
about  200  others,  were  taken  pri- 
foners.  It  will  be  eafily  conceived 
that  our  lofs  was  trifling. 

This  was  the  lafl  appearance  of 
vigour  fhewn  by  the  provincials  in 
Canada.  The  whole  army  having 
joined  at  Three  Rivers,  pufhed  for¬ 
wards  by  land  and  water  with  great 
,  expedition.  When  the 
*  fleet  arrived  at  Sorel,  they 
found  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
that  place  feme  hours  before,  dif- 
mantled  the  batteries  which  they 
had  eredted  to  defend  the  entrance 
into  that  river,  and  had  carried  off 
their  artillery  and  flores.  A  ftrong 
column  was  here  landed  under  the 
command  of  General  Burgoyne, 
with  orders  to  advance  along  the 
Sorel  to  St.  John’s,  while  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  fleet  and  army  fail¬ 
ed  up  the  river  to  Longueil,  the 
place  of  paffage  from  the  ifland  of 
Montreal  to  La  Prairie  on  the  con¬ 
tinent.  Here  they  difeovered  that 
the  rebels  had  abandoned  the  city 
and  ifland  of  Montreal  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening,  and  that  if  the 
wind  had  been  favourable,  they 
might  have  met  at  this  place.  The 
army  was  immediately  landed  on 
the  continent,  and  marching  by 
La  Prairie,  crofled  the  peninfula 
formed  by  the  St,  Lawrence  and 
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the  Sorel,  in  order  to  join  General 
Burgoyne  at  St.  John’s,  where  they 
expe<fl:ed  a  ftand,  and  a  flrong  re- 
fiflance  would  have  been  made. 

That  General  purfued  his  march 
along  the  Sorel  without  intermif- 
fion  ;  but  with  that  caution  necef- 
fary  in  a  country  not  wholly  clear¬ 
ed  of  the  enemy,  and  where  their 
lafl:  and  mofl:  defperate  efforts  were 
to  be  expelled.  He  arrived  at  Sr. 
John’s  on  the  evening  of  the  i8th, 
where  he  found  the  buildings  in 
flames,  and  nearly  every  thing  de- 
ftroyed  that  could  not  be  carried 
off*  The  Provincials  afted  in  the 
fame  manner  at  Chamblee,  and 
burned  fuch  veffels  as  they  were  not 
able  to  drag  up  the  rapids  in  their 
way  to  Lake  Champlain,  where 
they  immediately  embarked  for 
Crown  Point.  Though  their  flight 
was  precipitate,  they  fuflained  no 
lofs,  and  a  General  Sullivan,  who 
commanded  in  the  retreat,  received 
public  thanks  for  the  prudence  with, 
which  he  conducted  it,  by  which 
he  faved  their  ruined  army,  at  a 
time,  they  fay,  when  it  was  en¬ 
cumbered  with  a  vaft  multitude  of 
fick,  mod  of  whom  were  ill  of  the 
fmall-pox. 

Thus  was  an  end  happil^y  put  to 
the  war  in  Canada,  The  pleafurc 
of  which  was,  however,  confider- 
ably  checked,  by  the  reftraint 
which  was  now  laid  upon  the  fur¬ 
ther  operation  of  the  army  in  that 
quarter.  For  as  the  enemy  were 
mafters  of  Lake  Champlain,  it  was 
impoflible  for  the  forces  to  proceed 
to  the  fouthward,  until  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  veffels  were  conflrufted  or 
obtained,  as  would  afford  a  fupe- 
riority,  and  enable  them  to  traverfe 
that  lake  with  fafety.  The  doing 
this  was  a  work  of  labour  and 
time;  for  though  fix  armed  veffels 

were 


156*]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1776. 


were  fent  from  England  for  that 
purpofe,  the  falls  of  Chamblee 
rendered  the  means  of  conveying 
them  to  the  lake  highly  difficult, 
and  a  matter  which  required  much 
ingenuity  and  induftry.  A  vail 
number  of  other  vellels  were  alfo 
necelfarily  to  be  conllrudled  both 
for  conveyance  and  protection. 

The  neceffity  under  which  we 
havefeen  Governor  Martin,  obliged 
to  feek  refuge  on  board  a  (hip  of 
w^ar  in  Cape  Fear  river,  did  not 
damp  his  ardour  in  the  public  fer- 
vice,  nor  rellrain  his  attempts  to 
reduce  the  province  of  North  Ca- 
rolina  to  obedience,  Flis  confi¬ 
dence  of  fuccefs  was  increafed,  by 
the  knowledge  he  had,  that  a  fqua- 
di*on  of  men  of  war  with  feven  re¬ 
giments,  under  the  condud:  of  Sir 
Peter  Parker  and  Lord  Cornwallis, 
were  to  depart  from  Ireland  on  an 
expedition  to  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  that  North  Carolina  was  their 
firll,  if  not  principal  objeCl.  Fie 
alfo  knew  that  General  Clinton, 
with  a  fmall  detachment,  was  on 
Iiis  way  from  Bofton  to  meet  them 
at  Cape  Fear, 

The  connedion  he  had  formed 
with  a  body  of  defperate  people, 
lately  conlidered  as  rebels  to  the 
King’s  government,  now  equally 
enemies  to  the  provincial  ellablilh- 
jnent,  whom  we  have  frequently 
had  occafion  to  take  notice  of  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Regulators y  as  well 
as  with  the  Highland  emigrants, 
feemed  to  infure  the-' reduction  of 
the  infurgents,  even  independent 
of  the  expeded  force.  That  colo¬ 
ny  was  deemed  the  weakell  in 
America,  except  Georgia;  and 
the  two  parties  we  have  mentioned 
were  numerous,  adive,  daring, 
and  the  former  were  at  this  time^ 


as  well  as  the  latter,  zealoufly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  royal  caufe,.  The 
Highlanders  were  conlidered  as  na¬ 
turally  warlike,  and  the  Regula¬ 
tors,  from  fituation,  habits,  and 
manner  of  living,  to  be  much 
bolder,  hardier,  and  better  markf- 
men,  than  thofe  who  had  been  bred 
to  other  courfes,  and  in  more  civi¬ 
lized  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Governor  fent  feveral  com- 
miffions  to  thefe  people  for  the  rai¬ 
ling  and  commanding  of  regiments, 
and  granted  another  to  a  Mr, 
M ‘Donald  to  adt  as  their  General, 
He  alfo  fent  them  a  proclarnation, 
commanding  all  perfons,  on  their 
allegiance,  to  repair  to  the  royal 
llandard,  which  was  ereCled  by 
General  McDonald  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  February, 

Upon  the  firft  advice  of  their 
alTembling  at  a  place  called  Crofs 
Creek,  Brigadier  General  Moore 
immediately  marched,  at  the  head 
of  the  Provincial  regiment  which 
he  commanded,  with  fuch  militia 
as  he  could  fuddenly  colleCl,  and 
feme  pieces  of  cannon,  within  a 
few  miles  of  them,  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  an  important  poll  called 
Rockfifh-Bridge,  which,  as  he  was 
much  inferior  in  llrength,  he  im- 
mediately  intrenched  and  rendered 
defenfible.  fie  had  not  been  many 
days  in  this  pofition,  where  he  was 
receiving  and  expelling  fuccours, 
when  General  M‘Do- 
nald  approached  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  and  fent  a  letter 
to  Moore,  incloling  the  Governor’s 
proclamation,  and  recommending 
to  him  and  his  party  to  join  the 
King’s  llandard  by  a  given  hour 
the  next  day,  or  that  he  mull  he 
under  the  neceffity  of  confidering 
them  as  enemies. 

As  IVlQorg  knew  Uiat  the  Provin¬ 
cial 
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clal  forces  were  marching  from  all 
quarters,  he  protra<5led  the  negoci- 
ation,  in  hopes  that  the  Tory 
army,  as  they  called  it,  might 
have  been  furrounded.  In  his  final 
anfvver  he  declared,  that  he  and 
his  officers  confidered  themfelves  as 
engaged  in  a  caufe  the  moJl  glori¬ 
ous  and  honourablein  the  world,  the 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  he  reminded  the  emigrants 
of  the  ungrateful  return  they  made 
to  the  kind  reception  they  met  in 
the  colony;  and  the  General,  with 
fome  of  his  officers,  of  an  oath 
they  had  taken  a  little  before,  and 
upon  which  they  were  permitted 
to  come  into  the  country,  that  they 
only  came  to  fee  their  friends 
and  relations,  without  any  concern 
whatever  in  public  affairs.  In  re¬ 
turn  to  the  proclamation,  he  fent 
them  the  teft  propofed  by  the  Con- 
grefs,  with  a  proffer,  that  if  they 
fubferibed  it,  and  laid  down  their 
arms,  they  ffiould  be  received  as 
friends ;  but  if  they  refufed  to  com¬ 
ply,  they  muft  expert  confequences 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  they  had 
held  out  to  his  people. 

In  the  mean  time,  McDonald 
perceived  the  danger  he  was  in 
of  being  enclofed,  and  abruptly 
quitting  his  ground,  endeavoured, 
with  confiderable  dexterity,  by 
forced  marches,  the  unexpe<?ted 
paffing  of  rivers,  and  the  greateft 
celerity  of  movement,  to  difen- 
gage  himfelf.  It  feems,  the  great 
and  immediate  objeft  in  view  with 
this  party,  was  to  bring  Governor 
Martin,  with  Lord  William  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  General  Clinto*,  who 
had. by  this  time  joined  them,  into 
the  interior  country,  whicii  they 
judged  would  be  a  means  of  uniting 
all  the  back  fettlers  of  the  fouthern 
colonies  in  the  royal  caufe,  of 


bringing  forward  the  Indians,  and 
of  encouraging  the  well-affecled  to 
Ihew  themfelves  in  all  places. 

The  provincial  parties  were, 
however,  fo  clofe  in  the  purfuit, 
and  fo  alert  in  cutting  the  country, 
and  feizing  the  paffes,  that  M‘Do- 
nald  at  length  found  himfelf  under 
a  neceffity  of  engaging  a  Colonel 
Cafwell,  who,  with  about  a  thou- 
fand  militia  and  minute-men,  had 
taken  poffeffion  of  a  place  called 
Moore^s  Creek  Bridge,  where  they 
had  thrown  up  an  intrenchment. 
The  royalilts  were  by  all  accounts 
much  fuperior  in  number,  having 
been  rated  from  3000  to  1500, 
which  lad  number  McDonald,  af¬ 
ter  the  aflion,  acknowledged  them 
to  be.  The  emigrants  ^  , 
began  the  attack  with  ^ 
great  fury;  but  M'Cleod,  the  fe- 
cond  in  command,  and  a  few  more 
of  their  braveft  officers  and  men  be¬ 
ing  killed  at  the  firfl:  onfet,  they 
fuddenly  loft  all  fpirit,  fled  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation,  and,  as 
the  provincials  fay,  deferted  their 
General,  who  was  taken  prifoner, 
as  were  nearly  all  their  leaders,  and 
the  reft  totally  broken  and  dif- 
perfed. 

This  viflory  was  a  matter  of 
great  exultation  and  triumph  to 
the  Carolinians.  They  had  fhevvn 
that  their  province  was  not  fo  weak 
as  was  imagined  ;  for  though  their 
force  actually  in  the  engagement 
were  not  confiderable,  they  had 
raifed  10,000  men  in  about  ten 
days.  But  what  was  ftill  more 
flattering,  and,  perhaps,  notoflefs 
real  importance,  they  had  encoun¬ 
tered  Europeans  (who  were  fup. 
pofed  to  hold  them  in  the  moft  fo- 
vereign  contempt,  both  as  men  and 
as  foldicr?)  in  the  fleld,  and  de¬ 
feated  them  with  an  inferior  force. 

If 
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If  the  zeal  of  thefe  people  could 
have  been  kept  dormant  until  the 
arrival  of  the  force  from  Ireland, 
it  feems  more  than  probable  that 
the  fouthern  colonies  would  have 
conliderably  felt  the  impreffion  of 
fuch  an  infurreftion.  But  now, 
their  force  and  fpirits  were  fo  en¬ 
tirely  broken,  their  leaders  being  ■ 
fcnt  to  different  prifons,  and  the 
reft  ftripped  of  their  arms,  and 
watched  with  all  the  eyes  of  diftruft, 
that  no  future  effort  could  be  rea- 
fonably  expected  from  them.  Per- 
haps  too  great  a  dependence  was 
laid  on  their  power  and  prowefs, 
while  thofe  of  the  oppolite  fide  were 
meafured  with  a  fcale  equally  de¬ 
ceitful.  It  is,  however,  extremely 
difficult  to  regulate  or  reftrain  the 
caprice  or  violence  of  thofe  lead¬ 
ers  who  affume  authority  in  fuch 
feafons. 

A  fquadron  of  five  frigates  were 

fent  out  by  the  Congrefs  early  in 

the  year,  under  the  command  of 

.iv/r  i.  j  one  Hopkins,  who 
March  3d. 

the  Bahama  iflands;  where  they 
ftripped  that  of  Providence,  which 
is  the  principal,  of  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  artillery  and  ftores ; 
but  were  difappointed  in  the  pow¬ 
der,  which  they  moft  wanted, 
through  the  prudence  of^the  Go¬ 
vernor,  who  fent  150  barrels  of  it 
away  in  a  fmall  veftel,  the  night 
before  they  landed.  They  brought 
off  the  governor,  and  fome  other 
public  officers,  as  prifoners ;  and 
after  taking  feveral  prizes  in  their 
return,  fell  in  at  length  with  the 
Glafgow  frigate  of  war,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  tender,  the  latter  of 
which  they  took,  and  the  former 
^fcaped  with  difficulty  after  a  very 
ftiarp  engagement. 

Lord  Dunjnore,  with  his  fleet 


of  fugitives,  continued  on  the 
coafts  and  in  the  rivers  of  Virgi¬ 
nia  fojr  a  great  part  of  the  year; 
and  as  every  place  was  now  ftridlly 
guarded,  thefe  unhappy  people, 
who  had  put  themfelves  under  his 
protection,  underwent  great  dif- 
treffes.  The  heat  of  the  weather, 
the  badnefs  and  fcarcity  of  water 
and  provifions,  with  the  clofenefs 
and  filth  of  the  fmall  veffels  in 
which  they  were  crowded,  by  de¬ 
grees  produced  that  malignant  and 
infectious  diftemper,  which  is 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Jail  or 
Peftilential  Fever,  This  dreadful 
diforder  made  great  havoc  among 
them,  but  particularly  afteCted  the 
negroes,  moft  of  whom  it  fvvept 
away.  After  various  adventures, 
in  which  they  were  driven  from 
place  to  place,  and  from  ifland  to 
illand,  by  the  Virginians,  feveral 
of  the  veffels  were  driven  on  ftiore 
in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  wretched 
fugitives  became  captives  to  their 
own  countrymen.  At  length,  every 
place  being  ftiut  againft,  and  hos¬ 
tile  to  the  remainder,  and  nei¬ 
ther  water  or  provifions  to  be  ob¬ 
tained,  even  at  the  expence  of 
blood,  it  was  found  neceffary,  to¬ 
wards  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  to 
burn  the  fmaller  and  leaft  valuable 
veflels,  and  to  fend  the  remainder, 
amounting  to  between  40  and  50 
fail,  with  the  exiles,  to  feek  ffiel- 
ter  and  retreat  in  Florida,  Bermu¬ 
das,  and  the  Weft-Indies.  In  this 
manner  ended  the  hopes  entertain¬ 
ed  by  the  employment  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion  in 
the  fouthern  colonies.  This  mea- 
fure,  rather  invidious  than  power* 
ful,  tended  infinitely  to  inflame  the 
difeontents  in  thofe  colonies,  with-^ 
out  adding  any  thing  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  royal  arms.  The  unhappy 
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creatures  who  engaged  in  it  are 
faid  to  have  perilhed  almoft  to  a 
man. 

It  had  for  fome  time  pall  been 
the  fortune  of  the  fleets,  tranf- 
ports,  and  victuallers,  which  had 
been  fent  to  America,  to  meet 
with  fuch  exceedingly  bad  weather 
on  their  palTage,  fuch  delays,  and 
fo  many  untoward  circumftances  of 
different  forts,  as  in  a  great  degree 
fruftrated  the  end  of  their  deftina- 
tion.  Sir  Peter  Parker’s  fquadron, 
which  failed  from  Portfmouth  at 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  from  an  un¬ 
expected  delay  in  Ireland,  and  bad 
weather  afterwards,  did  not  arrive 
at  Cape  Fear  till  the  beginning  of 
May,  where  they  were  detained  by 
various  caufes  till  the  end  of  the 
month.  There  they  found  General 
Clinton,  who  had  already  been  at 
New-York,  and  from  thence  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Virginia,  where  he  had 
feen  Lord  Dunmore,  and  finding 
that  no  fervice  could  be  effeCled 
at  either  place  with  his  fmall  force, 
came  thither  to  wait  for  them. 

The  feafon  of  the  year  was  much 
againfi;  the  operations  of  the  troops 
at  this  time  in  the  fouthern  colo¬ 
nies,  the  exceflive  heat  having  ren¬ 
dered  them  fickly  even  at  Cape 
Fear,  notwithftanding  the  plenty 
of  refrefhments  they  procured,  and 
the  little  labour  they  had  upon 
their  hands.  Something,  however, 
mufl:  be  done,  and  Charleflown, 
the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  v/as 
within  the  line  of  Sir  Peter  Parker 
and  Lord  Cornwallis’s  inllruClions. 
They  had  but  little  knowledge  of 
General  Howe’s  fituation  ;  the  only 
information  that  General  Clinton 
received  of  his  evacuating  Bofton 
being  from  the  American  news¬ 
papers.  And  it  happened  unluc¬ 
kily,  that  a  veflel,  which  General 
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Howe  had  difpatched  from  Flalifax 
with  orders  for  their  proceeding 
to  the  northward,  met  with  fuch 
delays  in  her  paflage,  that  flie  did 
not  arrive  at  Cape  Fear  till  after 
their  departure. 

The  fleet  anchored  off  Charles¬ 
town  Bar  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
They  were  joined  before  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  adlion  by  the  Experi¬ 
ment  man  of  war  ;  and  the  naval 
force  then  confifted  of  the  Commo¬ 
dore  Sir  Peter  Parker’s  fliip,  the 
Briftol,  of  50  guns ;  the  Experi¬ 
ment,  of  the  fame  force;  the  Ac¬ 
tive,  Solebay,  Afleon,  and  Syren 
frigates,  of  28  guns  each;  the 
Sphynx  of  20,  a  hired  armed  fliip 
of  22,  a  fmall  floop  of  war,  an 
armed  fchooner,  and  the  Thunder 
bomb-ketch.  The  pafiing  of  the 
bar  was  a  matter  of  time,  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  danger,  efpecially  to 
the  two  large  fhips,  which  not¬ 
withftanding  the  taking  out  of  their 
guns,  and  the  ufing  of  every  other 
means  to  lighten  them  as  much  as 
poflible,  both  touched  the  ground, 
and  ftuck  feveral  times. 

The  land  forces  were  command¬ 
ed  by  General  Clinton,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  and  Brigadier  Generat 
Vaughan.  It  was  remarkable  that 
at  the  time  General  Clinton  failed 
from  Bofton,  General  Lee,  at  the 
head  of  a  ftrong  detachment  from 
the  army  before  that  place,  imme¬ 
diately  fet  out  to  fecure  New-York 
from  the  attempt  which  it  was  fup- 
pofed  the  former  would  have  made 
upon  that  city.  Having  fucceede4 
in  that  object.  General  Clinton 
could  not  but  be  furprized,  at  his 
arrival  in  Virginia,  to  find  Lee  in 
pofTeflion,  and  in  the  fame  ftate  of 
preparation,  in  which  he  had  left 
him  at  New-York.  Upon  his  de¬ 
parture  for  Cape  Fear,  Lee  again 
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traverfed  the  continent  with  the  ,ut- 
moft  expedition  to  fecure  Ncrth- 
Carolina.  And  at  length,  upon 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  fleet  and 
^,rmy  to  the  fouthvvard,  Lee  again 
proceeded  with  equal  celerity  to 
the  defence  of  Charleftovvn, 

The  firfl  obje6l  of  our  forces, 
after  paffing  the  bar,  was  the  at¬ 
tack  of  a  fort  w'hich  had  been  late¬ 
ly  eredled,  though  not  made  alto¬ 
gether-complete,  upon  the  fouth- 
wek  point  of  SulIivan^s  iOand. 
This  fort  commanded  the  palfage 
to  Char]eilo\yn,  which  lay  farther 
weft,  at  about  fix  miles  diilance; 
and,  notwithftanding  the  latencfs  of 
its  conftruftioD,  was  with  propriety 
coniidered  as  the  key  of  that  har¬ 
bour,  It  is  faid  to  have  been  re- 
prefented  to  our  commanders  as  in 
even  a  more  imperfefl  ftate  than  it 
was  found  in  ;  but  if  the  defcrip- 
tion  had  been  otherwifc,  it  is  not 
probable  they  vyould  have  expedled 
that  a  raw  militia  could  have  been 
able,  for  any  length  of  time,  to 
have  fupported  the  great  weight  of 
hre  from  our  fnips,  even  excluding 
the  co-operation  of  the  land  forces. 

The  troops  were  landed  on  Long 
Jiland,  which  lies  nearer,  and  to 
the  eaftward  of  Sullivan’s  ;  being 
feparated  only  by  fome  ftioals,  and 
a  creek  called  the  Breach,  which 
are  deemed  paftable  at  lovy  water, 
the  ford  being  feprefented  lo  our 
cfficefs  as  only  eighteen  inches  in 
depth  in  that  ftate.  The  Caroli¬ 
nians  had  pofted  Lome  forces  with 
a  fey/  pieces  of  cannon  near  the 
north-eaftcrn  extremity  of  Sulli¬ 
van’s  Ifland,  at  the  diftance  of  near 
two  miles  from  the  fort,  where 
they  threw  up  works  to  prevent  the 
paftage  of  the  royal  army  over  the 
breach.  General  Lee  was  en* 
camped  with  a  considerable  body 
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of  forces  on  the  continent,  at  the 
back  and  to  the  northward  of  the 
iftand,  with  which  he  held  a  com¬ 
munication  open  by  a  bridge  of 
boats,  and  could  by  that  means,  at 
any  time,  march  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  his  force,  to  Support  that 
poft  which  was  oppofed  to  our  paf- 
fage  from  Long  Iftand.  The  latter 
is  a  naked  burning  fand,  where 
the  troops  fuft'ered  greatly  from 
their  expofure  to  the  intenfe  heat 
of  the  fun.  Both  the  fleet  and  ar¬ 
my  were  greatly  diftreifed  through 
the  badnefs  of  the  water;  that 
which  is  found  upon  the  fea  coafts 
of  South  Carolina  being  every 
where  brackifh.  Nor  were  they 
in  a  much  better  condition,  with 
refpefc  either  to  the  quantity  or 
quality  of  proviiions. 

Notwithftanding  the  difpatch 
which  thefe  inconveniencies  ren¬ 
dered  necelTary,  Such  delays  oc¬ 
curred  in  carrying  the  defign  into 
execution,  that  it  was  near  the  end 
of  the  month  before  the  attack  up¬ 
on  Sullivan’s  Ifland  took  place;  a 
feafon  which  was  applied  by  the 
enemy  with  great  affiduity  to  the 
completion  of  their  works.  JEvery 
thing  being  at  length  fettled  be¬ 
tween  the  commanders  by  fea  and 
land,  the  Thunder  bomb,  covered 
by  the  armed  (hip,  ,  „  , 

took  her  ftation  in  ‘ 
the  morning,  and  began  the  at¬ 
tack,  by  throwing  fhells  at  the 
fort  as  the  fleet  advanced.  About 
eleven  o’clock,  the  Briftol,  Ex¬ 
periment,  Adive,  and  Solebay, 
brought  up  directly  againft  the  fort, 
and  began  a  moft  furious  and  in- 
ceflant  cannonade.  The  Sphynx, 
Adleon,  and  Syren,  were  ordered 
to  the  weft  ward,  to  take  their  fta- 
tion  between  the  end  of  the  iftand 
and  Charleftown,  partly  thereby  to 
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enfilade  the  works  of  the  fort,  part¬ 
ly,  if  poflible,  to  cut  off  the  com¬ 
munication  between  theifland  and 
the  continent,  which  would,  of 
courle,  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
garrifon,  as  well  as  all  fuccours 
irorn  the  latter;  and  partly  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  attempts  that  might  be 
made  by  fire-fhips,  or  otherwife,  to 
interrupt  the  grand  attack.  This 
part  of  the  defign  was  rendered  un¬ 
fortunate  by  the  ftrange  unikilful- 
nefs  of  the  pilot,  who  entangled 
the  frigates  in  the  fhoals  called  the 
Middle  Grounds,  W'here  they  ail 
ftuck  faft ;  and  though  two  of 
them  were  in  fome  time  w’ith  da¬ 
mage  and  difficulty  got  off,  it  was 
then  too  late,  and  they  were  befides 
in  no  condition,  to  execute  the  in¬ 
tended  fervice.  The  Acteon  could 
not  be  got  off,  and  was  burnt  by 
the  officers  and  crew  the  next 
morning,  to  prevent  her  materials 
and  ftores  from  becoming  a  prey  to 
the  enemy. 

Whiiff  the  continued  thunder 
from  the  fhios  feemed  fuflicient  to 

k 

fhake  the  firmnefs  of  the  braveit 
enemy,  and  daunt  the  courage  of 
the  mod  veteran  foldier,  the  return 
made  by  the  fort  could  not  fail  of 
calling  for  the  refpedt,  as  well  as 
of  highly  incommoding  the  brave 
feamen  of  Britain,  In  the  midd 
of  that  dreadful  roar  of  artillery, 
they  duck  with  the  greated  con- 
dancy  and  firmnefs  to  their  guns  ; 
fired  deliberately  and  flowly,  and 
took  a  cool  and  effeilive  aim.  The 
fhips  fuffered  accordingly ;  they 
were  torn  almoft  to  pieces,  and  the 
daughter  was  dreadful.  Never  did 
Britiffi  valour  fhine  more  confpicu  • 
ous,  nor  never  did  our  marine,  in 
an  engagement  of  the  fame  nature 
with  any  foreign  enemy,  experi¬ 
ence  fo  rude  an  encounter.  The 
fprings  of  the  BridoBs  cable  being 
VoL.  XIX. 


cut  by  the  fhot,  fhe  lay  for  fome 
time  expoled  in  fuch  a  manner  to 
the  enemy’s  fire,  as  to  be  mod 
dreadfully  raked.  The  brave 
Captain  Morris,  after  receiving  a 
number  of  wounds,  which  would 
have  fufficiently  judffied  a  gallant 
man  in  retiring  from  his  dation, 
dill  with  a  noble  obllinacy  difdain- 
ed  to  quit  his  ddty,  until  hi%  arm 
being  at  length  ffiot  off,  he  was 
carried  away  in  a  condition  which 
did  not  afford  a  podibility  of  reco¬ 
very.  It  is  faid,  that  the  quarter 
deck  of  the  Briftol  was  at  one  time 
cleared  of  every  perfon  but  the 
Commodore,  who  Itood  alone,  a 
fpeidacle  of  intrepidity  and  firm¬ 
nefs,  which  have  feldom  been 
equalled,  never  exceeded.  The 
others  on  that  deck  were  either 
killed,  or  carried  down  to  have 
their  wounds  dreffed.  Nor  did 
Captain  Scott,  of  the  Experiment, 
mils  his  fhare  of  the  danger  or  glo¬ 
ry,  who,  befides  the  lofs  of  an 
arm,  received  fo  many  other 
wounds,  that  his  life  was  at  nrft  de- 
fpaired  of. 

The  fire  from  the  Britiffi  ffiips 
was  not  thrown  away  ;  though  it 
did  not  produce  all  the  effeft  which 
was  hoped  and  expeded.  But  the 
fortifications  were  much  firmer 
than  they  had  been  thought,  and 
their  lownefs  preferved  them  in  a 
great  degree  from  the  weight  of 
our  fliot.  'jffiey  were  cempofed  of 
palm-trees  and  earth,  and  the  mer¬ 
lons  were  of  an  unufual  thicknefs. 
The  guns  were  at  one  time  fo  long 
filenced,  that  it  was  thought  the 
fort  had  been  abandoned.  It  feems 
extraordinary,  that  a  detachment 
of  the  land  forces  were  not  in  rea- 
dinefs  on  board  the  tranfports  or 
boats  to  profit  of  fuch  an  occafion. 
But  thefe  are  only  a  part  of  the 
circumftances  relative  to  this  en- 
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gagement  which  have  never  been 
fufficiently  cleared  up.  The  praife 
bellowed  upon  the  garrifon  for  the 
conftancy  and  bravery  of  their  de¬ 
fence,  by  the  Americans  in  gene¬ 
ral,  as  well  as  by  General  Lee, 
Ihew,  that  they  neither  abandoned 
their  guns,  nor  were  changed  ; 
however  they  might  be,  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  were,  reinforced.  It  ap¬ 
pears,  by  their  accounts,  that  the 
lilence  of  the  fort  proceeded  from 
the  expenditure  of  all  their  powder, 
and  the  waiting  for  a  fupply  from 
the  'continent  ;  which,  probably, 
did  not  arrive  the  fooner,  from  the 
neceflity  of  its  being  conveyed 
through  the  line  of  fire  from  the 
men  of  war. 

During  this  long,  hot,  and  ob- 
ftinate  conflid,  the  feamen  looked 
frequently  and  impatiently  to  the 
eaftward,  ftill  expelling  to  fee  the 
land  forces  advance  from  Long 
Kland,  drive  the  rebels  from  their 
intrenchment,  and  march  up  to 
Dcond  the  attack  upon  the  fort.  In 
thefe  hopes  they  were  grievoufly 
difappointed.  Such  various  ac¬ 
counts  have  been  given  of  the  caufe 
of  this  inaction  of  the  land  forces, 
that  it  is  dlfiicult  to  form  any  de¬ 
cided  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft. 
The  Gazette,  from  whence  a  fa- 
tisfaClory  folucion  of  all  difficulties 
might  be  expeded,  is  fo  totally 
defeclive  and  diffatisfaClory,  that 

it  feems  to  have  laid  a  foundation 
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for  every  other  error  and  contra- 
didion  relative  to  this  bufinefs. 
That  account  fays,  that  the  King’s 
forces  were  Hopped  by  an  imprac¬ 
ticable  depth  of  water,  where  they 
expefted  to  have  paffed  nearly  dry- 
Ihod.  To  fuppofe  that  the  Gene¬ 
rals,  and  the  officers  under  their 
command,  fhould  have  been  nine¬ 
teen  days  in  that  fmall  ifland, 
without  ever  examining,  until  the 


very  inflant  of  a6lion,  the  nature  of 
the  only  paffage  by  which  they 
could  render  fervice  to  their  friends 
and  fellows,  fulfil  the  purpofe  of 
their  landing,  and  anfwer  the  ends 
for  which  they  were  embarked  in 
the  expedition,  would  feem  a  great 
defedl  in  military  prudence  and 
circumfpeclion.  But  there  might 
be  reafons  for  concealing  a  true 
Hate  of  the  affair.  Until  that  flate 
appears,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  lay  * 
any  imputation  on  the  officers  con¬ 
cerned  in  fo  critical  a  fervice.  The 
only  rational  folution  of  the  faft, 
mu  ft,  for  the  prefent,  be  drawn 
from  the  different  American  ac¬ 
counts.  From  thefe  it  is  to  be  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  poll  which  the  re¬ 
bels  poffefted  at  the  end  of  Sulli¬ 
van’s  ifland,  was  in  fo  ftrong  a 
ftate  of  defence,  the  approaches  on 
our  fide  fo  difadvantageous,  and 
Lee’s  force  in  fuch  preparation  and 
capability  of  crufhing  us  in  the 
conflict,  that  General  Clinton 
would  have  run  the  moft  manifeft 
and  inexcufabie  rifque,  of  the  ruin, 
if  not  total  lofs,  of  his  forces,  if  he 
had  ventured  upon  an  attack.  To 
this  it  may  be  added,  that  it  was 
only  upon  a  near  approach  that 
our  people  acquired  any  certain 
knowledge  of  the  force  of  the 
enemy. 

The  adion  continued,  until  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  compelled 
that  ceffatson,  which  the  eagernefs 
of  the  affailants,  worn  down  as  they 
were  with  fatigue,  and  weakened 
with  lofs,  was  ftill  unwilling  to 
accept.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  after 
every  effort  of  which  a  brave  man 
is  capable,  finding  that  all  hope  of 
fuccefs  was  at  an  end,  and  the  tide 
of  ebb  nearly  fpent,  between  nine 
and  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening 
withdrew  his  fhattered  vefiels  from 
the  feene  of  adion,  after  an  engage¬ 
ment 
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ment  which  had  been  fupported  authority  under  the  crown  fhould 
with  uncommon  courage  and  vi-  be  totally  fupprelTed,  and  all  the 
gour  for  above  ten  hours.  The  powers  of  government  taken  re- 
Briftol  had  iii,  and  the  Experi-  fpedfively  into  their  own  hands, 
ment  79,  men  killed  and  wounded;  In  fupport  of  this  pofition,  they 
and  both  Ihips  had  received  fo  inftanced  the  Prohibitory  A£l,  by 
much  damage,  that  the  provincials  which  they  were  excluded  from  the 
conceived  ftrong  hopes,  that  they  proteftion  of  the  crown  ;  the  re- 
could  never  be  got  over  the  bar.  je^lion  of  their  petition  for  redrefs 
The  frigates,  though  not  lefs  emu-  of  grievances  and  reconciliation; 
lous  in  the  performance  of  their  and  the  intended  exertion  of  all 
duty,  being  lefs  pointed  at  than  the  force  of  Great  Britain,  aided 
the  great  (hips,  did  not  fuffer  a  by  foreign  mercenaries,  for  their 
proportional  lofs.  The  bomb  vef-  deftrudion.  They  concluded  with 
fel  did  not  do  all  the  fervice  upon  a  recommendation  to  tbofe  colo- 
this  occafion  which  was  expeded  ;  nies,  whofe  government  was  not 
whether  it  was  from  overcharging,  already  fufficient,  to  proceed  to  the 
in  confequenceof  having  originally  eftablilhment  of  fuch  a  form,  as 
taken  too  great  a  diftance,  which  was  neceffary  to  the  prefervatiort  of 
has  been  faid,  or  whether  it  pro-  internal  peace,  and  fuited  to  the 
ceeded  from  fome  fault  in  the  con-  prefent  exigency  of  their  affairs, 
ftrudion,  which  feems  more  pro-  for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  li- 
bable  ;  however  it  was,  the  beds  berties,  and  properties,  againfl  the 
■of  the  mortars  were  in  fome  time  fo  hodile  invafions  and  cruel  depre- 
loofened  and  flattered  as  to  become  dations  of  their  enemies, 
utterly  unferviceable.  Fenfylvania  and  Maryland  were 

Colonel  Moultrie,  who  com-  the  only  colonies  that  in  part  op- 
manded  in  the  fort,  received  great  pofed  the  eftablifiment  of  a  new 
and  deferved  applaufe  from  his  governm.ent,  and  the  declaration 
countrymen,  for  the  courage  and  of  independency.  A  majority  in 
conduft  by  which  he  was  fo  much  the  affembly  of  the  former,  though 
diftinguiOied  in  its  defence.  The  eager  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances, 
garrifon  alfo  received  a  great  lhare  regarded  with  horror  every  idea  of 
of  praife,  and  a  ferjeant  was  pub-  a  total  feparation  from  the  parent 
iicly  diftinguifhed  by  a  prefent  of  ftate.  But  though  they  knew  that 
a  fword  from  the  Prefident  of  the  great  numbers  in  ^he  province  held 
colony,  for  a  particular  a£l  of  great  fimilar  fentiments,  they  were  alfo 
bravery.  fenfible,  that  the  more  violent 

During  thefe  tranfadions,  the  formed  a  very  numerous  and  power- 
Congrefs  took  an  opportunity  of  ful  body;  that  they  had  already 
feeling  the  general  pulfe  of  the  peo-  taken  fire  at  their  hefitation,  and 
pie,  and  of  preparing  them  for  the  confidered  them  rather  as  fecret 
declarationof indepen-  enemies,  than  luke-warm  friends, 
dency  which  was  to  Their  fituation  was  befides  difficult, 
follow,  by  a  kind  of  circular  ma-  If  they  broke  the  union  of  the  co- 
nifello  to  the  feveral  colonies,  lonies,  and  thereby  forfeited  the 
Bating  the  caufes  which  rendered  affiftance  and  protedion  of  the 
it,  as  they  faid,  neceffary,  that  all  others,  they  had  no  certainty  of 
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obtaining  a  redrefs  of  tbofe  griev¬ 
ances,  nor  the  fecurity  of  thofe 
rights,  for  which  they  were  as  wil¬ 
ling  to  contend  in  their  own  way 
as  the  mod:  violent  ;  but  were  not 
yet  willing  to  give  up  all  hope, 
nor  to  break  off  ail  poffibility  of 
accommodation.  Thus  critically 
circumftanced,  they  declared,  that 
thequedion  of  independence  was  a 
matter  of  too  great  importance  for 
them  to  decide  finally  upon,  and 
that  they  would  therefore  refer  it 
to  their  condituents,  together  with 
the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed 
on  both  fides  of  the  quedion. 

It  was  manifedly  a  dep  from 
which  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  re¬ 
treat.  On  one  hand,  the  fepara- 
tion  from  Great-Britain,  even  if  it 
could  be  finally  accomplifhed,  mud 
be  attended  with  many  evident 
inconveniences.  The  protection 
of  the  great  parent  date,  and  the 
utility  of  the  power  of  a  common 
fovereign  to  balance  fo  many  fe- 
parate,  and,  poffibly,  difcordant 
commonwealths,  befides  many  po¬ 
litical  and  many  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages  derived  from  the  old 
union,  mud  appear  in  a  clear  light 
to  every  fober  and  difccrning  per- 
fon.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
faid,  that  their  liberty  was  their 
fird  good,  without  which  all  the 
other  advantages  would  be  of  no' 
value.  That  if  they  were  to  fub- 
mit  to  a  great  Handing  army,  com- 
pofed  of  foreigners  as  well  as  Eng- 
lifh,  compofed  in  part  even  of  their 
own  Haves,  and  of  favages,  what 
terms  v/ere  they  to  hope  for  ?  The 
moment  their  arms  were  laid  dowm, 
they  muH  be  at  the  mercy  of  their 
enemy.  For  what  end  did  they 
take  up  thefe  arras?  If  it  was  to 
fecure  their  liberty,  to  lay  them 
down  without  that  fecurity,  would 


be  to  own,  that  their  firH  refiHance 
was  caufelefs  rebellion  ;  and  the 
pardon  offered,  was  the  only  fatif- 
faftion  for  the  prefen t,  or  fecurity 
for  the  future,  they  were  given  to 
expeft.  Did  they  refiH  power  only 
to  obtain  a  pardon  ?  were  they  fo 
abfurd  originally,  or  are  they  fo 
cowardly  now  ?  If  then  their  ob¬ 
ject  is  refufed  to  ail  their  entreaties 
by  Great  Britain  ;  if  fhe  abandons 
them  to  plunder  without  redemp~ 
tion,  except  on  uncondi  ional  fub- 
mifiion,  how  is  the  objedt  of  their 
refinance  to  be  obtained  ?  By  war 
only.  But  as  long  as  they  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  claims  of  the  crowh 
of  Great  Britain,  fo  long  will  their 
councils  and  their  generals  be  de- 
Hitute  of  all  civil  and  military  au¬ 
thority.  The  war  they  carry  on 
muHof  courfe  be  irregular,  feeble, 
and  without  the  fmalleH  profpedl 
of  fuccefs.  Orders  will  be  given, 
which  none  will  be  obliged  to  obey; 
and  confpiracies  and  mutinies  will 
be  formed,  which  none  will  have 
a  juH  power  to  punifii  or  reprefs. 
Neither  will  any  foreign  power 
give  them  any  fupport  again H  the 
hoHile  combinations  of  Great-Bri¬ 
tain,  and  fo  many  foreign  powers 
as  fhe  has  called  to  her  affiHance, 
fo  long  as  they  hold  themfeivcs  to 
be  fubjedls.  We  do  not  break  the 
connexion  (faid  they)  ;  it  is  already 
broke  and  diflblved  by  an  afl  of 
parliament  ;  and  thus  abandoned, 
all  laws  human  and  diviqe  not  only 
permit,  but  demand  of  us,  to  pro¬ 
vide  every  internal  and  external 
means  for  our  own  prefervation. 

In  thefe  fentiments,  by  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  people,  the  matter  was 
brought  to  a  fair  trial  of  Hrength 
between  the  two  parties  ;  when  it 
was  carried  by  great  majorities, 
that  the  delegates  fhould  agree  to 
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the  determination  of  the  Con^refs. 
This  decilion,  however,  occaiioned 
much  diffention  in  the  province, 
and  has  founded  a  confiderable 
party  in  oppofition  to  the  prefen t 
government. 

In  Maryland,  the  delegates  were 
inflrufied,  by  a  majority  of  feven 
counties  to  four,  to  oppofe  the 
quellion  of  independency  in  the 
Congrefs  ;  which  they  accordingly 
did;  and  having  giyen  their  votes, 
withdrew  totally  from  that  affem- 
bly.  But  the  horror  of  being  fe- 
cluded  and  abandoned,  together 
with  the  reproaches  of  the  others, 
and  perhaps  the  dread  of  their  re- 
fentment,  foon  gave  a  new  turn  to 
the  condufl,  if  not  to  the  difpofition 
of  that  province. The  delegates  were 
again  inilrufted  to  return  to  the 
Congrefs,  and  to  ail  there,  as  they 
thought  bed;  for  the  intereft  of  tjieir 
country.  This  completed  the  union 
of  the  colonies  in  that  meafure. 

The  fatal  dav  at  length  arrived, 
w’hich,  (however  the  final  confe- 
quences  may  be)  mull  be  deeply 
regretted  by  every  true  friend  to 
,  ,  .  ,  this  empire,  when 

Jujy  4t  .  thirteen  Englifh  colo¬ 
nies  in  America  declared  them- 
felves  free  and  independent  dates, 
abjured  all  allegiance  to  the  Britilh 
crown,  and  renounced  all  political 
connection  with  this  country.  Such 
are  the  unhappy  confequences  of 
civil  contention.  Such  the  elfeds 
that  may  proceed  from  too  great  a 
jealoufy  of  power  on  the  one  fide, 
or  an  ill-tirned  doubt  of  obedience 
on  the  other.  The  declaration  has 
been  feen  by  every  body  ;  it  con¬ 
tains  a  long  catalogue  of  griev¬ 
ances,  with  not  fewer  invectives  ; 
and  is  not  more  temperate  in  ftyle 
or  compofition,  than  it  is  in  adl. 

There  were  three  principal  ob- 
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jeds  propofediti  the  ccnduft  of  the 
Britidi  forces  in  the  prcfent  cam¬ 
paign.  The  fird  was  the  relief  of 
Quebec,  and  the  redemption  of 
Canada,  which  alfo  included  the 
lubfequent  invafion  of  the  back 
parts  of  the  colonies  by  the  way  of 
the  lakes.  The  fecond  was  the 
making  a  drong  impreffion  on  the 
fouthern  colonies,  which  it  was'' 
hoped  would  at  lead  have  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  the  recovery  of 
one  of  then).  The  third  was  the 
grand  expedition  againd  the  city 
and  province  of  New  York. 

Of  the  two  collateral  parts  cf 
this  plan  we  have  already  feen  the 
event,  fo  far  as  the  fird  was  yet  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion.  On  the  third,  the  greated: 
hopes  of  fuccefs  were  not  unjudly 
founded.  Much  the  better  part  of 
the  province  of  New- York  is  in- 
dofed  in  idands,  which  being  long 
and  narrow,  wore  expofed  on  all 
fides  to  the  hodility  of  our  fleets, 
and  to  the  defeents  of  our  troops, 
v/ith  every  advantage  in  their  fa¬ 
vour,  vvhild  they  continued  in  a 
date  of  enmity.  When  reduced, 
the  protedion  of  the  fhips  of  war 
would  be  as  effectual  in  their  pre- 
fervation,  as  their  hodility  had 
been  in  their  reduction.  The  cen¬ 
tral  fituation  of  this  province  af¬ 
forded  great  advantages.  The  war 
could  be  carried  on  with  equal  fa¬ 
cility  either  in  Connecticut,  and 
the  continent  of  New-York  on  the 
eaflern  fide,  or  in  New  Jerfey,  and 
from  thence  to  Penfylvania  on  the 
vveflern  ;  or  it  may  be  transferred 
to  and  from  either  at  pleafure.  So 
that  this  pofition  enabled  the  Bri- 
tifh  commander  to  preferibe  the 
feene  of  adlion,  and  to  quit  it  when 
he  lilced  ;  while,  if  the  army  was 
withdrawn  from  the  field, he  might, 
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by  the  means  of  the  great  north 
river,  and  the  different  channels 
between  the  iflands  and  the  main 
land,  with  his  fhips  and  detach¬ 
ments,  harrafs  and  ruin  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  countries  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  rebels,  however  powerful, 
could  make  no  attempt  on  the 
Ifland,  that  would  not  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  greateft  difadvantages, 
and  liable  to  the  moft  imminent 
danger.  Another  great  objeil  in 
view  from  this  fituation,  was,  that 
if  General  Carleton  could  pene¬ 
trate  to  Hudfon’s,  or  the  great 
north  river.  General  Howe  might 
thereby  totally  cut  off  all  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  northern  and 
fouthern  provinces.  To  crown 
thefe  advantages.  Long  Illand, 
which  is  very  fertile  in  wheat  and 
all  other  corn,  and  abounded  with 
herds  and  docks,  was  deemed  al- 
moft  equal  in  itfelf  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  an  army.  The  inhabi- 
tants  were  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  in 
general  well  affeded  to  the  royal 
caufe. 

The  attainment  of  thefe  great 
objeds,  and  the  condud  of  the 
grand  armament  which  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  purpofe,  were  commit¬ 
ted  to  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  and 
his  brother  the  General ;  men  who 
flood  high  in  the  opinion  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  nation,  as  well  from 
their  own  merits  and  fervices,  as 
from  the  military  charader  and 
bravery  of  the  family.  To  this 
*fervice  was  allotted  a  very  power¬ 
ful  army,  confifting,  belides  the 
national  forces,  of  about  13,000 
Heffians  and  Waldeckers.  The 
whole  force,  if  the  different  parts 
of  which  it  was  compofed  could 
have  been  united  in  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign,  it  was  fuppofed, 
would  have  amounted  to  about 


35,000  men.  It  will  be  eafily 
conceived,by  thofe  acquainted  with 
military  affairs,  that  all  calcula¬ 
tions  of  this  nature,  though  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  bell  offeial  informa¬ 
tion,  will  far  exceed,  even  at  a 
much  nearer  dillance  than  America, 
the  real  effedive  number  that  can 
ever  be  brought  to  adion.  This 
force,  when  united,  was,  however, 
truly  formidable,  and  fuch  as  no 
part  of  the  new  world  had  ever  feen 
before.  Nor  was  it,  perhaps, 
ever  exceeded  by  any  army  in  Eu¬ 
rope  of  an  equal  number,  whether 
confidered  with  refped  to  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  the  troops,  the  abun¬ 
dant  provilion  of  all  manner  of  mi¬ 
litary  ftores  and  warlike  materials, 
or  the  goodnefs  and  number  of  ar¬ 
tillery  of  all  forts  with  which  it  was 
provided.  It  was  belides  fupported 
by  a  very  numerous  fleet,  particu¬ 
larly  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  fervice.  Befides  their  military 
powers,  the  General  and  Admiral 
were  appointed  the  commiffioners 
under  the  late  ad  of  parliament, 
for  reftoring  peace  to  the  colonies, 
and  for  granting  pardon  to  fuch  as 
fhould  deferve  the  royal  mercy. 

The  fltuation  of  the  army  at  Ha¬ 
lifax,  and  the  long  flay  of  above 
two  months  which  it  was  obliged 
to  make  there.  Hill  waiting  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  fome  of  the  reinforcements 
from  England  to  enable  it  to  go 
upon  fervice,  was  neither  pleaflng 
to  the  General,  nor  comfortable 
to  the  men.  The  country  was  in 
no  fltuation  to  afl'ord  them  a  fuffi- 
cient  fupply  of  provilions  or  necef- 
faries ;  nor  was  the  place  even  ca¬ 
pable  of  providing  quarters  on 
fhore  for  the  private  men,  who 
were  obliged  to  continue  on  board 
the  Ihips  during  the  whole  of  their 
flay, ^  As  the  fummer  advanced, 
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the  General  grew  impatient  at  the 
delay,  and  was  probably  further 
urged  by  the  fcarcity  of  provifions. 
He  accordingly.  Without  waiting 
for  his  brother,  or  the  expected  re¬ 
inforcements,  departed,  with  Ad¬ 
miral  Shuldam,  and  the  fleet  and 
army,  from  Halifax,  about  the 
loth  of  June,  and  near  the  end  of 
the  month  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook, 
a  point  of  land  that  (lands  at  the 
entrance  into  that  confluence  of 
founds,  roads,  creeks,  and  bays, 
which  are  formed  by  New-York, 
Staten,  and  Long,  iflands,  the 
continent  on  either  fide,  with  the 
North  and  Rareton  rivers. 

On  their  paflage  they  were 
joined  by  fix  tranfports  with  High¬ 
land  troops  on  board,  who  were 
feparated  from  feveral  of  their  com¬ 
panions  in  the  voyage.  It  ap¬ 
peared  foon  after,  that  fome  of  the 
milling  Ihips,  with  about  450  fol- 
diers,  and  feveral  oflicers,  were 
taken  by  the  American  cruizers. 
The  General  found  every  approach¬ 
able  part  of  the  ifland  of  New- 
York  llrongly  fortified,  defended 
by  anuraerousartillery,  and  guard¬ 
ed  by  little  lefs  than  an  army.  The 
extent  of  Long  Ifland  did  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  its  being  fo  flrongly  forti¬ 
fied,  or  fo  well  guarded;  it  was, 
however,  in  a  powerful  (late  of  de¬ 
fence;  had  anencampmentof  confi- 
derable  force  on  theend  of  the  ifland 
near  New-York,  and  feveral  works 
thrown  up  on  the  moll  acceflible 
parts  of  the  coatl,  as  well  as  at  the 
llrongell  internal  palfes. 

Staten  Ifland,  being  of  lefs  va¬ 
lue  and  confequence,  was  lefs  at¬ 
tended  to.  The  General 
landed  on  the  ifland 
without  oppofition,  to  the  great 
joy  of  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  who 
had  fufl'ered  for  their  loyalty  ;  and 
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the  troops  being  cantoned  in  the 
villages,  received  plenty  of  thofe 
refrefhments  which  they  fo  much 
wanted.  He  was  met  by  Governor 
Trion,  with  feveral  well-afledted 
gentlemen  who  had  taken  refuge 
with  him  on  board  a  fliip,  at  Sandy- 
Hook,  who  gave  him  a  full  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Hate  and  difpofition 
of  the  province,  as  well  as  of  the 
llrength  of  the  enemy.  He  had 
the  fatisfadlion  of  being  joined  by 
about  fixty  perfows  from  New  jer- 
fey,  who  came  to  take  arms  in  the 
royal  caufe,  and  about  200  of  the 
militia  of  the  ifland  were  embodied 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  which  af¬ 
forded  the  pleafing  profpe6t,  that 
when  the  army  was  in  force  to 
march  into  the  country  and  protedl 
the  royalifts,  fuch  numbers  would 
join  it,  as  would  contribute  not  ^ 
little  to  bring  the  prefent  troubles 
to  a  fpeedy  concluiion. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax 
about  a  fortnight  after  his  brother’s 
departure,  from  whence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Staten  Ifland,  where  he 
arrived  before  the  middle  of  July. 
His  firft  a6t  was  to  fend  y  1  ,  , 
aftiore,  by  a  flag,  a  'Th- 

circular  letter  to  the  feveral  late 
Governors  of  the  colonies,  ac¬ 
quainting  them  with  his  civil  and 
military  powers,  and  deliring  that 
they  would  publifli,  as  generally  as 
poflible,  for  the  information  of  the 
people,  a  declaration  which  ac¬ 
companied  the  letter.  In  this  piece 
he  informed  the  public  of  the 
powers  with  which  his  brother  and  ' 
he  were  endued  under  the  late  a6l 
of  parliament,  of  granting  general 
or  particular  pardons  to  all  thofe, 
who,  in  the  tumult  and  dirall,er  of 
the  times,  might  have  deviated  from 
their  jull  allegiance,  and  who  were 
willing,  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their 
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duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
royal  favour,  and  of  declaring  any 
colony,  province,  county,  town, 
port,  diftrid,  or  place,  to  be  at 
the  peace  of  his  Majefty  ;  in  which 
cafe,  the  penal  provifions  of  that 
law  would  ceafe  in  their  favour,  •'It 
alfo  promifed,  that  a  due  confi- 
deration  fhould  be  had  to  the  fer- 
vices  of  ail  perfons  who  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  refioration  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity. 

Thefe  papers  being  immediately 
forwarded  by  General  Wafliington 
to  the  Congrefs,  were  as  fpeedily 
publifhed  by  them  in  all  thenewf- 
papers,  with  a  preface  or  coYn  - 
ment  of  their  own,  in  the  form  of 
a  refolution  ;  that  the  publication 
was  in  order  that  the  people  of  the 
united  Hates  might  be  informed 
ef  w^hat  nature  are  the  commifiion- 
crs,  and  what  the  terms,  with  the 
expedlation  of  which  the  court  of 
Great  Britain  had  endeavoured  to 
amufe  and  difarm  them  ;  and  that 
the  few  who  ftill  remained  fufpend- 
ed  by  a  hope  founded  either  on  the 
jufticeor  moderation  of  that  court, 
might  now  at  length  beconvinced, 
that  the  valour  alone  of  their  coun¬ 
try  is  to  fave  ifs  liberties. 

At  and  about  the  fame  time,  dif¬ 
ferent  flags  were  fent  alhore  by 
Lord  Howe,  accompanied  by  fome 
of  his  officers,  with  a  letter  TfJired;- 
ed  to  George  Wafliington,  Efq; 
which  that  General  refufed  to  re¬ 
ceive,  as  not  being  addrefled  with 
the  title,  and  in  the  form,  due  to 
the  rank  which  he  held  under  the 
United  States.  The  Congrefs 
highly  applauded  the  dignity  of 
this  condud,  in  a  public  refolution 
pafTed  for  the  purpofe  ;  by  which 
they  direded,  for  the  future,  that 
none  of  their  commanders  Ihould 
receive  any  letter  or  xneilage  from 


the  enemy,  but  fuch  as  ihould  be 
direded  to  them  in  the  charaders 
which  they  refpedively  fuftained. 

At  length.  Adjutant  ^ 
General  Patterfon  was  fent 
to  New-York  by  General  Howe, 
with  a  letter  addrefled  to  George 
Wafliington,  &c.  &c.  &c.  That 
Genera)  received  him  with  great 
politenefs,  and  the  ufual  ceremony 
of  blindfolding,  in  pafiing  through 
the  fortifications,  was  difpenfed 
with  in  his  favour.  The  Adjutant 
regretted,  iri  the  name  of  his  prin¬ 
cipals,  the  difficulties  which  had 
arifen  with  fefped  to  addreifing  the 
fetters ;  declared  their  high  efleem 
fox  his  perfon  and  charader,  and 
that  they  did  not  mean  to  derogate 
from  the  refped  due  to  his  rank  ; 
and  that  itwas  hoped  theet  cetera’s 
would  remove  the  impediments  to 
their  correfpondence.  The  Gene¬ 
ral  replied,  that  a  letter  direded  to 
any  perfon  in  a  public  charader 
fnould  have  fome  defcription  or  in¬ 
dication  of  it,  otherwife  it  would 
appear  a  mere  private  letter  ;  that 
it  was  true  the  et  cetera’s  implied 
every  thing  ;  but  they  alfo  implied 
anything;  and  that  he  fhould  ab- 
folutcly  decline  any  letter  direded 
to  him  as  a  private  perfon,  when  it 
related  to  his  public  flation. 

A  long  conference  enfued  on  the 
fubjedof  prifoners,  and  the  com¬ 
plaints  which  were  made  on  both 
fides,  particularly  by  the  Congrefs, 
relative,  to  the  treatment  they  re¬ 
ceived.  The  adjutant  having  ob- 
ferved  ,  that  the  commiflioners  were 
armed  with  great  powers  ;  that 
they  would  derive  the  greatefl 
pleafure  from  efFeding  an  accom¬ 
modation  ;  and  that  himfelf  wifhed 
to  have  thatvifit  confidered  as  ma¬ 
king  the  firfl;  advance  towards  that 
defirable  objed  :  lie  received  for 

anfwer. 
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anfwer,  among  other  things,  that 
by  what  had  appeared,  their  pow¬ 
ers  were  only  to  grant  pardons; 
that  thofe  who  had  committed  no 
fault  wanted  no  pardon  ;  and  that 
they  themfelves  were  only  defend¬ 
ing  what  they  deemed:  their  indif- 
putable  right.  The  adjutant  was 
received  by  General  Walhington  in 
great  military  hate,  and  the  utmoft 
politenefs  was  obferved  on  both 
fides. 

Some  fmall  time  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  the  fleet  and  army,  plots 
in  favour  of  the  royal  caufe  were 
difcovered  in  New- York  and  Al¬ 
bany,  which  w'ere  productive  of 
much  trouble.  Some  few  execu¬ 
tions  took  place,  great  numbers 
were  confined,  and  many  aban¬ 
doning  their  houfes  under  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  their  fears,  were  purfued 
as  outlaws,  and  enemies  to  their 
country.  Theeftatesof  thofe  un¬ 
fortunate  people,  againft  v.'hom 
there  were  proofs,  were  feized. 
In  the  mean  time,  new  forms  of 
government  were  elfablilhed  in  all 
thofe  colonies,  which  deemed  the 
former  infufficicnt  for  their  prefent 
fituation,  and  the  others  made  the 
alterations  necefikry  to  adapt  their 
old  forms  to  the  new  fyftem.  The 
declaration  of  independence  was 
alfo  publilhed  in  all  the  colonies, 
and  every  where  received  and  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  greatefl:  public 
teftimonials  of  joy.  This  confi¬ 
dence  and  boldnels  in  the  midfi:  of 
fo  untried  and  dangerous  a  firug- 
gle,  and  at  the  eve  of  lo  formi¬ 
dable  an  invafion,  (hewed  either 
great  prefumption,  a  knowledge 
of  internal  ftrength,  or  a  certainty 
of  foreign  fupport,  which  appeared 
alarming. 

The  firft  divifion  of  Heflians, 
with  the  Britifh  troops  by  whom 
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they  were  accompanied,  failed  di- 
redly  from  England  to  Halifax,  as 
Lord  Howe  had  done,  being  dill 
ignorant  of  the  generaEs  departure 
from  that  place.  By  this  means 
the  month  of  Augud  was  confide- 
rably  advanced  before  their  arrival 
at  New-York,  and  it  w^as  of  courfe 
fome  days  longer  before  any  expe¬ 
dition  of  importance  could  be  un. 
dertaken  by  the  commidioners.  In 
the  mean  time  they  were  joined  by 
Sir  Peter  Parker  and  General  Clin¬ 
ton,  with  the  fquadron  and  forces 
from  South  Carolina,  as  well  as 
by  fome  regiments  from  Florida 
and  the  Wed-Indies. 

All  the  foices  being  now  arri¬ 
ved,  except  about  one  half  of  the 
Hedians,  who,  though  on  their 
way,  were  not  fpeedily  expedied, 
an  attempt  upon  Long-Ifland  was 
refolved  upon,  as  being  more  prac¬ 
ticable,  and  therefore  better  fitted 
for  the  fird  eday  than  Ncw-York, 
as  adbrding  a  greater  fcope  for  the 
difplay  to  advantage  of  military 
(kill  and  experience,  and  as  a- 
bounding  with  thofe  I'upplies  which 
fo  great  a  body  of  men  as  were 
now  adembled  by  fea  and  land  ne- 
cedariiv  demanded. 

j 

The  neccdary  mea-  . 
fures  being  taken  by 
the  fleet  for  covering  the  defcent, 
the  army  was  landed  without  op- 
pofition  near  Utrecht  and  Gravef- 
end,  On  the  fouth-wed  end  of  the 
ifland,  and  not  far  from  the  narrows 
Vv'bere  it  approaches  clofed  to  Sta¬ 
ten  Ifland.  General  Putnam  was 
at  that  time  with  a  llrong  force  en* 
camped  at  Brookland,  or  Brook¬ 
lyn,  at  a  few  miles  didance,  on 
the  north  coad,  where  his  works 
covered  the  breadth  of  a  (mall  pe» 
ninfula,  having  what  is  called  the 
Ead  river,  which  leparated  him. 

from 
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from  New- York,  on  his  left ;  a 
marfh,  which  extended  to  Gowan's 
Cove,  on  his  right  ;  with  the 
bay  and  Governor’s  ifland  to  his 
back.  The  armies  were  feparated 
by  a  range  of  hills  covered  with 
wood,  which  interfe£l  the  country 
from  eaft  to  weft,  and  are,  in  that 
part,  called  the  heights  of  Guana. 
The  dired  road  to  the  enemy  lay 
through  a  village  called  Flat  Bulb, 
where  the  hills  commenced,  and 
near  which  was  one  of  the  moft 
important  paftes.  As  the  army 
advanced,  the  north  coaft  was  to 
the  left,  the  fouth  to  the  right,  and 
Flat  Bufti  was  nearly  in  the  center 
between  both.  The  ifland  in  that 
part  is  kept  narrow  by  Jamaica- 
bay,  on  the  right,  but  foon  wi¬ 
dens,  General  Putnam  had  de¬ 
tached  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
army  to  occupy  the  woody  hills, 
nnd  polTefs  the  pafles ;  and  if  the 
commanders  upon  this  fervice  had 
been  Ikilful  and  vigilant,  they 
could  not  have  been  eafily  palTed, 
Lord  Cornwallis  puflied  on  im¬ 
mediately  with  the  referve,  and 
fome  other  troops,  to  Fiat  Bulb, 
where  finding  the  enemy  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  pafs,  he  complied  with 
his  orders  in  making  no  attempt 
upon  it.  When  the  whole  army 
was  landed,  the  Heflians,  under 
General  Heifter,  compofed  the 
center  at  Flat  Bufli;  Major  Gene-r 
ral  Grant  commanded  the  left 
wing,  which  extended  to  the 
coaft  ;  and  the  principal  army, 
containing  much  the  greater  part 
of  the  Britifii  forces,  under  the 
command  of  General  Clinton, 
Earl  Percy,  and  Lord  Cornwallis, 
turned  Ihort  to  the  right,  and  ap¬ 
proached  the  oppofite  coaft  at  Fiat 
Land. 

Every  thing  being  prepared  for 
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forcing  the  hills,  and  advancing 
towards  the  enemy’s  lines.  General 
Clinton,  at  the  head  of  the  van 
of  the  army,  confifting  of  the  light 
infantry,  grenadiers,  light  horfe, 
referve  under  Lord  Cornwallis, 
and  other  corps,  with  fourteen 
field  pieces,  began,  as  foon  asit  was 
dark  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  to 
move  from  Flat  Land,  and  palling 
through  the  part  of  the  country 
called  the  New  Lots,  arrived  upon 
the  road  which  crolTes  the  hills 
from  Bedford  to  Jamaica,  where 
turnino;  to  the  left  towards  the  for- 
mer  of  thefe  places,  they  feized  a 
pafs  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
which, through  Ibme  unaccountable 
and  fatal  neglefl  of  the  enemy’s 
generals,  was  left  unguarded.  The 
main  body,  under  Lord  Percy, 
with  ten  field  pieces,  followed  the 
van  at  a  moderate  diftance,  and 
the  way  being  thus  happily  open, 
the  whole  army  palTed  the  hills 
without  noife  or  impediment,  and 
defcended  bv  the  town  of  Bedford 
into  the  level  country  which  lay 
between  them  and  Putnam’s  lines. 

The  engagement  was  begun  ear¬ 
ly  in  the  morning  by' the  Heffians 
at  Flat  Bufh,  and  by  GeneralGrant 
on  the  coaft,  and  a  warm  cannon¬ 
ade,  with  abriik  fire  of  fmall  arms, 
was  eagerly  fupported  on  both  fides 
for  fome  hours.  In  the  mean 
time  the  fhips  made  feveral  mo¬ 
tions  on  the  left,  and  attacked  a 
battery  on  Red  Hook,  not  only  to 
diftraft  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  engaged  with  General 
Grant,  but  to  call  off  their  atten¬ 
tion  totally  from  the  left  and  rear, 
where  all  their  danger  lay,  Thofe 
who  oppofed  the  Heflians  in  the 
left  and  center,  were  the  firft  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  march  of  the  Britifh 
army,  and  of  their  own  danger. 

They 
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They  accordingly  retreated  in  large 
bodies,  and  in  tolerable  order 
with  their  artillery,  in  order  to  re¬ 
cover  their  camp,  but  foon  found 
themfelves  intercepted  by  the 
King’s  troops,  who  furioufly  at¬ 
tacked,  and  drove  them  back  into 
the  woods.  There  they  again  met 
the  Heffians,  and  were  alternately 
chaced  and  intercepted  by  the  light 
infantry  and  dragoons.  In  thefe 
defperate  circumllances,  fome  of 
their  regiments,  overpowered  and 
outnumbered  as  they  were,  forced 
their  way  to  the  lines,  through  all 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
oppofed  and  furrounded  them. 
Others,  perhaps  not  lefs  brave, 
periffied  in  the  attempt.  Some 
kept  the  woods  and  efcaped  ;  others, 
lefs  fortunate,  were  loft  under  the 
fame  proteflion.  The  nature  of 
the  country,  and  variety  of  the 
ground,  occafioned  a  continuance 
and  exlenfion  of  fmall  engage¬ 
ments,  purfuits,  and  daughter, 
which  laded  for  many  hours. 

Never  was  any  body  of  men 
more  effedtually  entrapped:  their 
right,  which  was  engaged  with 
General  Grant  on  the  coali,  were 
fo  late  in  their  knowledge  of  what 
was  paffing,  that  they  were  inter¬ 
cepted  in  their  retreat  by  fome  of 
the  Britifh  troops,  who,  befides 
turning  the  hills,  and  their  left, 
had  in  that  morning-  traverfed  the 
whole  extent  of  country  in  their 
rear.  Such  of  thefe  as  did  not 
chufe  to  take  to  the  woods,  which 
were  the  greater  number,  were 
obliged  to  throw  themfelves  into 
the  marffi  at  Gowan’s  Cove,  which 
we  have  already  taken  notice  of, 
where  many  were  drowned,  and 
others  perifhed  more  miferably  in 
the  mud  :  a  conliderable  number, 
however,  made  their  efcape  this 


way  to  the  lines,  though  they  were 
thinned  in  every  part  of  the  courfe 
by  the  fire  of  the  purfuers. 

Their  lofs  was  reprefen  ted  as  ex¬ 
ceeding  3000  men,  incl  uding  about 
1000  who  were  taken  prifoners. 
Alraoft  a  whole  regiment  from 
Maryland,  confiding  altogether  of 
young  men  of  the  bed  families  in 
the  country,  was  cut  to  pieces. 
Undoubtedly  their  lofs  mud  have 
been  great,  though  they  do  not 
acknowledge  any  fuch  number  in 
their  accounts.  This  addion,  how¬ 
ever,  broke  their  fpirits  exceed¬ 
ingly.  They  not  only  lod  a  num¬ 
ber  of  their  bed  and  braved  men, 
but  the  furvivors  lod  th^t  hope  of 
fuccefs,  and  confidence  in  their 
own  prowefs,  which  are  fo  effential 
to  vidlory.  Nev/  foldiers,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  fpirits,  and  pride  of  bo¬ 
dily  drength,  can  fcarcely  conceive 
any  advantage  over  them,  which 
the  old  can  derive  from  difeipline 
and  a  knowledge  of  their  bufinefs.' 
And  if  they  are  well  commanded, 
and  fkilfully  led  to  adlion  in  this 
temper,  fo  that  their  opponents 
arCvdeprived  of  an  opportunity  of 
turning;  thefe  advantages  to  ac- 
count,  they  will  do  wonderful  exe¬ 
cution  :  for  not  being  yet  capable 
of  tho.'-oughly  comprehending  dan¬ 
ger,  nor  having  known  by  expe¬ 
rience  the  pain  and  vexation  of 
wounds,  they  are  often  more  da¬ 
ring,  adventurous,  and  violent  than 
veterans.  But  if,  as  in  the  prefent 
indance,  they  find  courage  and 
drength  totally  ufelefs ;  that  vyhen 
they  are  making  the  greated,  and, 
-as  they  think,  mod  ed'edlual  efforts, 
they  find  them  all  thrown  away, 
and  that  they  are  furrounded,  over¬ 
powered,  and  dedroyed,  by  means 
which  they  cannot  underhand,  they 
withdraw  all  due  confidence  from 

thofe 
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thofe  things  on  which  they  had  be¬ 
fore  placed  too  much,  and  afcribe 
an  irrefiftible  power  to  military 
ildll  and  difcipline  which  they  do 
not  really  polTefs.  Thus  they  a- 
bandon  their  natural  flrength,  and 
it  will  be  fome  time  before  they 
have  confidence  enough  in  their 
new  knowledge  to  call  it  effectu¬ 
ally  into  action. 

Great  errors  feem  to  have  been 
committed  on  the  fide  of  the  pro¬ 
vincial  commanders.  They  fay, 
that  a  body  of  not  more  than  four 
or  five  thoufand  men  was  furround- 
ed  by  the  whole  force  of  the  Britiffi 
army.  They  endeavour  to  palliate 
their  mifcondull  in  getting  into 
that  fituation  by  reprefenting,  that 
they  had  no  idea  that  more  than  a- 
bout  that  number  of  Britilh  troops 
were  landed  on  the  ifland.  It  does 
appear  as  if  no  more  had  landed 
in  the  firff  embarkation ;  but  ei¬ 
ther  from  a  change  or  concealment 
of  plan,  very  great  bodies  were 
afterwards  embarked  and  pafied. 
The  provincials  too,  as  ufual  with 
men  in  misfortunes,  hinted  trea¬ 
chery  in  fome  of  thofe  v/ho  were 
employed  to  difcover  the  motions 
of  their  enemy,  and  to  guard  the 
paffes,  by  the  occupying  of  which 

thev  had  been  furrounded. 

✓ 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  fpirit 
and  alacrity  Ihewn  by  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  corps  of  which  the  Britifh 
army  was  compofed  in  this  adtion. 
The  ardour  of  the  foldiers  was  fo 
great,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
the  generals  could  call  them  off 
from  attacking  the  enemy’s  lines, 
in  the  eagernefs  of  their  purfuit  af¬ 
ter  the  fugitives.  Nor  is  it  impro¬ 
bable,  in  that  temper,  that  they 
would  have  carried  every  thing  be¬ 
fore  them.  It  may  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  emulation  between  the  fo¬ 


reign  troops  and  the  Britifli  did 
not  leffen  the  defire  of  being  di- 
ffinguifiied  on  either  fide  in  this_ 
their  firff  aClion.  Too  much  praife 
cannot  be  given  to  the  ability 
which  planned  this  enterp.rize,  nor 
to  the  promptneis  and  exadtitude 
with  which  thefeveral  generals  car¬ 
ried  their  refpedtive  parts  of  it  into 
execution. 

Three  of  the  enemy’s  comman¬ 
ders,  viz.  Major  General  Sullivan, 
with  the  Brigadiers  General  Lord 
Sterling  and  Udell,  and  ten  other 
field  officers,  were  among  the  pri- 
foners.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the 
Britiffi  and  Heffians  was  very  tri¬ 
fling,  being  under  350  in  killed 
and  wounded  ;  of  which  the  for¬ 
mer  did  riot  compofe  one  fifth.  An 
officer  with  a  few  men  were  taken 
prifoners.  The  vidtorious  army 
encamoed  in  the  front  of  the  ene- 

s. 

my’s  works  on  that  even-  -  , 
ing,  and  on  the  28th,  at 
night,  broke  ground  in  form  at 
600  yards  difiance  from  a  redoubt 
which  covered  the  enemy’s  left. 

General  Wafhington  pafled  over 
from  Nevv-York  during  the  en¬ 
gagement,  and  is  faid  to  haveburfl 
into  a  poignant  exclamation  of 
grief,  when  he  beheld  the  inextri¬ 
cable  deftrudion  in  which  fome  of 
his  befi  troops  were  involved.  No¬ 
thing  was  now  left,  but  to  pre- 
ferve  the  remainder  of  the  army  on 
Long-Illand.  He  knew  that  the 
fuperior  power  of  the  royal  artillery 
would  foon  fitence  their  batteries, 
and  that  if  their  lines  were  forced, 
which,  in  their  prefent  depreffion 
of  fpirits,  and  comparative  weak- 
nefs  in  number  as  well  as  difcipline, 
there  was  little  hope  of  preventing, 
they  muft  all  be  killed  or  taken. 
If  he  attempted  to  firengthen  them 
by  reinforcements  from  New-York, 

he 
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he  hazarded  the  lofs  of  that  idand, 
which  was  already  menaced  on 
every  fide,  and  kept  'in  continual 
alarm  and  apprehenfion  by  the  fleet. 
A  danger  not  lefs  than  any  other 
was  flill  to  be  confidered;  the  men 
of  war  only  waited  for  a  fair  wind 
to  enter  and  take  poiTeffion  of  the 
Eafl  river,  which  would  have  totally 
cut  off  all  communication  between 
the  iflands.  In  this  fitiiation,  no 
hope  remained  but  in  a  retreat ;  a 
matter  of  no  fmall  difhculty  and 
danger,  under  tjie  eye  of  fo  vigi¬ 
lant  an  enemy,  and  with  fo  pow¬ 
erful  an  army,  fluihed  v/ith  fuc- 
cefs,  clofe  to  their  works.  This 
arduous  talk  was,  how'ever,  under¬ 
taken,  and  carried  into  execution 
with  great  ability  by  General  VVa- 
fliington,  In  the  night  of  the 
29th,  their  troops  w-ere  withdrawn 
from  the  camp  and  their  different 
works,  and  with  their  baggage, 
Itores,  and  part  of  their  artillery, 
were  conveyed  to  the  water  fide, 
embarked,  and  paffed  over  a  long 
ferry  to  New-York,  with  fuch  won¬ 
derful  filence  and  order,  that  our 
army  did  not  perceive  the  leail  mo¬ 
tion,  and  were  furprifed  in  the 
morninp-  at  lindino;  the  lines  aban- 
dcned,  and  feeing  ihe  laft  of  ihe 
rear  guard  (or,  as  they  fay,  a  party 
which  had  returned  to  carry  off 
fome  flores  that  were  left  behind) 
in  their  boats,  and  out  of  danger. 
Thofe  who  are  bell  acquainted 
with  the  difnculty,  e.nbarraflment, 
noife,  and  tumult,  which  attend, 
even  by  day,  and  no  enemy  at 
hand,  a  movement  of  this  nature 
with  feveral  thoufand  men,  will  be 
the  hrff  to  acknowledge,  that  this 
retreat  fliould  hold  a  high  place 
among  military  tranfadions. 

Soon  after  the  retreat  from  Long 
Ifland,  General  Sullivan  was  fent 
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upon  parole  with  a  melTage  from 
Lord  Howe  to  the  Congrefs.  In 
this  he  Hated,  that  though  he  could 
not  at  prefent  treat  with  that  af- 
fembly  as  fuch,  yet  he  was  very 
defirous  of  having  a  conference 
with  fome  of  their  members,  whom 
he  would  confider  for  the  prefent 
only  as  private  gentlemen,  and 
w'ould  himfelf  meet  them  at  fuch. 
place  as  they  fhould  appoint.  He 
faid,  that  he  had,  in  conjundion 
with  the  General,  fall  powers  to 
compromife  the  difpute  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  upon 
terms  advantageous  to  both,  the 
obtaining  of  which  had  detained 
him  near  two  months,  and  pre¬ 
vented  his  arrival  before  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  independency  took  place. 
That  he  wifhed  a  compad  might 
be  fettled  at  this  time,  when  no 
decifive  blow  was  ftruck,  and  nei¬ 
ther  party  could  fay  they  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  enter  into  the  agreement. 
That  if  the  Congrefs  were  dif- 
pofed  to  treat,  many  things  w'hich 
they  had  not  yet  alked  might  and 
ojught  to  be  granted  to  them  ;  and 
that  if  upon  the  conference  any 
probable  ground  of  an  accommo¬ 
dation  appeared,  the  authority  of 
Congrefs  muff  be  afterwards  ac¬ 
knowledged,  or  the  compad  could 
not  be  complete. 

The  Congrefs  returned  for  an- 
fwer,  that  being  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  Free  and  Indeoendent 
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States  of  America,  they  could  not 
with  propriety  fend  any  of  their 
members  to  confer  with  him  in 
their  private  charaders;  but  that, 
ever  deflrous  of  eftablifliing  peace 
on  reafonable  terms,  they  would 
fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to 
know  whether  he  had  any  autho¬ 
rity  to  treat  with  perfons  autho¬ 
rized  b  )  Congrefs  for  thatpurpofe. 
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in  behalf  of  America,  and  what 
that  authority  was,  and  to  hear 
fuch  propofitions  as  he  fhould  think 
£t  to  make  refpetling  the  fame. 

Dr.  Franklin,  Mr,  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Rutledge,  being  appointed  as 
a  committee  upon  this  occafion, 
waited  accordingly  upon  Lord 
Howe  in  Staten  lliand;  The  com¬ 
mittee  fum  up  the  account  of  this 
conference,  which  they  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Congrefs,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words;  “  Upon  the  whole,  it 
did  not  appear  to  your  committee, 
that  his  lordfhip’s  commiffion  con¬ 
tained  any  other  authority  of  im¬ 
portance  than  what  is  contained  in 
the  a6l  of  Parliament,  viz.  That  of 
granting  pardons,  with  fuch  ex¬ 
ceptions  as  the  commiffioners  fhali 
think  proper  to  make,  and  of  de¬ 
claring  America,  or  any  part  of 
it,  to  be  in  the  King’s  peace  upon 
fubmiffion.  For,  as  to  the  power 
of  enquiring  into  the  date  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  hislordihip  mentioned 
to  us,  and  of  conferring  and  con- 
fulting  with  any  perfons  the  com- 
millioners  might  think  proper,  and 
reprefenting  the  refult  of  fuch  con- 
verfations  to  the  miniftry,  who 
(provided  the  colonies  would  fub- 
jedl  themfeives)  might,  after  all, 
or  might  not,  at  their  pleafure, 
make  any  alterations  in  the  former 
inftrudlions  to  governors,  or  pro- 
pofe  in  Parliament  any  amendment 
of  the  afts  complained  of,  we  ap¬ 
prehended  any  expedfation  from 
the  effedl  of  fuch  a  power  would 
have  been  too  uncertain  and  pre¬ 
carious  to  be  relied  on  by  America, 
had  fhe  hill  continued  in  her  hate 
of  dependance,” 

In  this  manner  the  hopes  of 
negociation  by  the  commihioners 
ended.  They  endeavoured  to  make 


amends  for  their  failure  in'  their 
civil  capacity  by  the  vigour  of 
their  military  operations.  The 
royal  army  being  now  divided 
from  the  ihand  of  New-York  only 
by  the  Eah  river,  were  impatient 
to  pafs  that  narrow  boundary. 
They  pohed  themfeives  along  the 
coah  wherever  they  could  fee  or 
front  the  enemy,  and  erefted  bat¬ 
teries  to  anfwer,  if  not  to  filence, 
theirs.  A  fleet,  conflhing  of  con- 
liderably  more  than  300  fail,  in¬ 
cluding  tranfports,  covered  the 
face  of  the  waters,  while  the  ihins 
of  war,  hovering  round  the  ifiand, 
threaiened  deflrudlion  to  every 
part,  and  were  continually  enga¬ 
ged  with  one  or  other  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  by  which  it  was  furrounded. 
The  froall  iflands  between  the  op- 
poflte  Ihores  were  perpetual  objects 
of  conteft,  until,  by  dint  of  a  weil- 
ferved  artillery,  the  aid  of  the 
fliips,  and  the  intrepidity  of  the 
troops,  they  fecured  thofe  which 
were  moft  necefiary  for  their  future 
operations.  Thus  an  almoil  con- 
flant  cannonade  was  kept  up  for 
many  days,  and  the  troops,  who  had 
fo  lately  efcaped  from  the  mofl  im¬ 
minent  danger,  had  little  time  to 
quiet  their  apprehenflons. 

Every  thing  being  at  length  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  defcent,  feveral  move¬ 
ments  were  made  by  the  fliips  of 
war  in  the  North  River,  in  order  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to 
that  fide  of  the  ifland.  Other 
parts  feemed  equally  threatened, 
and  encreafed  the  uncertainty  of 
the  real  object  of  attack.  The 
feizure  of  the  ifland  of  Montrefor, 
near  Hell  Gate,  and  eredling  a 
battery  on  it  to  flieuce  one  which 
the  provincials  had  at  Horen’s 
Hook,  feemed  to  indicate  a  defign 

of 
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of  landing  in  that  part,  which 
was  near  the  center  of  New- York 
Ifland. 

Whilft  the  rebels  were  in  this 
ftate  of  expectation  and  uncertain¬ 
ty,  the  firk  divifion  of  the  army, 
^  ^  under  the  command  of 

ept.  15.  Qo^eral  Clinton,  with 
Earl  Cornwallis,  Major  General 
yaughan.  Brigadier  General  Lef- 
lie,  and  the  Keffian  Colonel  Do- 
nop,  embarked  at  the  head  of 
Newtown  bay,  which  runs  pretty 
deep  into  Long  Ifland,  and  where 
they  were  out  of  all  view  of  the 
enemy.  Being  covered  by  five 
Blips  of  war  upon  their  entrance 
into  the  river,  they  proceeded  to 
Kepp’s  bay,  about  three  miles 
north  of  New-York,  where  being 
lefs  expeCled  than  in  fome  other 
places,  the  preparation  for  de¬ 
fence  was  not  fo  great.  The 
works,  how'ever,  were  not  incon- 
fiderable,  nor  deftitute  of  troops, 
but  the  fire  from  the  (hips  was  fo 
incelTant,  and  fo  well  conduced, 
that  they  were  foon  abandoned, 
and  the  army  landed  without  op- 
pofition. 

The  enemy  Immediately  aban¬ 
doned  the  city  of  New-York,  with 
their  other  polls  on  that  part  of 
the  ifland,  and  retired  towards 
the  north  end,  where  their  prin¬ 
cipal  llrength  lay.  They  were 
obliged  to  leave  their  artillery, 
which  was  confiderable,  and  their 
military  llores  (of  which,  except 
powder,  there  was  plenty)  be¬ 
hind.  They  fuftained  fome  lofs  in 
flain,  and  a  greater  in  prifoners, 
as  well  in  the  retreat,  as  in  the 
fubfequent  Ikirmilhes  which  took 
place  during  the  day.  The  fore 
remembrance  of  their  late  lofs  was 
llronglv  vifible  in  every  part  of 
their  conduCl,  and  their  own  ac¬ 


counts  acknowledged,  that  feveral 
of  the  regiments  behaved  ill. 

A  brigade  of  the  Britifli  army 
having  taken  polfelTion  of  New- 
York,  the  reft  encamped  not  far 
from  the  center  of  the  ifland,  with 
the  right  at  Horen’s  Hook,  on  the 
Eaft  river,  and  the  left  at  the 
North  river,  near  Bloomingdale ; 
thus  occupying  the  extent  of  the 
ifland  from  Ihore  to  Ihore,  which, 
though  about  i6  miles  in  length, 
is  not  much  above  one  in  breadth. 
The  enemy  were  very  ftrong  in  the 
north  of  the  ifland,  where  they 
had  great  works  eredled  :  particu¬ 
larly  at  Kingfbridge,  by  which 
their  communication  with  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  New-York  was  kept  open, 
where  their  works  were  fo  confider¬ 
able  on  both  fides  of  the  paflage, 
that  in  their  prefent  ftate  of  force 
they  feemed  to  defy  all  attempts  on 
either.  Their  neareft  encampment 
was  on  the  heights  of  Harlem, 
the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  and  a 
half.  M‘Gowan’s  pafs,  and  the 
ftrong  grounds  called  Morris’s 
heights,  lay  between  them  and 
Kingfbridge,  and  were  defenfible 
againft  a  very  fuperior  force.  In 
this  fituation  of  both  armies,  fre« 
qu-ent  Ikirmilhes  of  courfe  hap¬ 
pened,  and  it  was  found  by  de¬ 
grees  that  their  late  apprehenfions 
began  to  wear  away. 

General  Howe  had  not  been 
many  days  in  polTellion  of  New- 
York,  when  fome  incendiaries, 
who  probably  had  Hayed  behind 
and  concealed  themfelves  for  that 
piirpofe,  being  determined,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  prevent  its  being  of  any 
benefit  to  the  conqueror,  prepared 
combuftibles  with  great  art  ^oth 
and  ingenuity,  and  taking 
the  advantage  of  dry  weather  and 
a  brilk  wind,  fet  fire  to  the  ‘ city 

about 
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about  midnight,  in  feveral  places 
at  the  fame  time.  Thus,  near  a 
third  of  that  beautiful  city  was  re¬ 
duced  to  allies,  and  nothing  lefs 
than  the  courage  and  adivity  of 
the  troops,  as  well  as  of  the  Tai¬ 
lors  who  were  difpatched  from  the 
fleet,  could  have  preferved  any 
part  of  the  remainder.  Many  of 
the  wretches  who  were,  as  it  is 
faid,  concerned  in  this  atrocious 
bufinefs,  being  deteCled,  expe¬ 
rienced  a  fummary  jullice,  and 
were  precipitated  by  the  fury  of 
the  foldiers  into  thofe  flames 
which  they  had  themfelves  kin¬ 
dled. 

The  general  perceiving  that  no 
attempt  could  be  made  on  the 
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enemy  upon  the  flde  of  New- York, 
which  would  not  be  attended  with 
great  danger,  without  affording 
any  equal  profpedl  of  fuccefs,  de¬ 
termined  at  length  upon  a  plan 
of  operation,  which  would  either 
oblige  them  to  quit  their  prefent 
flrong  lituation,  or  render  their 
perfeverance  in  holding  it  extreme¬ 
ly  dangerous.  For  this  purpofe, 
the  greater  part  of  the 
army  being  embarked  in 
fiat  boats  and  other  fmall  craft 
proper  for  the  fervice,  paiTed  fuc- 
cefsfully  through  the  dangerous 
navigation  of  Hell  Gate,  which 
forms  a  communication  between 
the  Eafl:  river  and  the  found,  and 
landed  on  Frog^s  Neck,  near  the 
town  of  Weft  Cheiter,  which  lies 
on  that  part  of  the  continent  be¬ 
longing  to  New- York,  upon  the 
fide  of  Connedlicut. 

Earl  Percy,  with  two  brigades  of 
Britifli  troops,  and  one  of  Heflian, 
continued  in  the  lines  near  Harlem 
to  cover  New-York,  Though  this 
movement  was  highly  judicious  in 
the  prefent  exad  flate  of  things. 


it  feems  as  if  it  would  have  been 
extremely  dangerous  if  General 
V/afhington  had  commanded  a  ve- 
teran  army  on  vvhofe  performance 
he  could  rely,  and  that  the  corps 
under  Lord  Percy  would  in  that 
cafe  have  been  in  great  danger.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  powerful  fleet  which  furrounded 
that  narrow  ifland,  would  have  af¬ 
forded  fhelter  and  proteftion  in  al- 
mofl  any  fituation  to  which  they 
could  have  been  reduced.  This 
fleet  was  of  infinite  fervice  in  all 
the  operations  of  the  campaign.  In 
this  the  inferiority  of  the  provin¬ 
cials  was  moll:  felt,  being  totally 
dellitute  of  any  force  of  that  na¬ 
ture. 

The  army  was  detained  for  fome 
days  at  Frog’s  Neck,  waiting  for 
the  arrival  of  the  proviiions  and 
flores,  and  of  a  reinforcement  which 
was  drawn  from  Staten  Ifland, 
They  then  proceeded  through  Pel¬ 
ham’s  Manor  to  New  Rochelle, 
which  lies  on  the  coafl:  of  the 
Sound,  as  that  channel  is  called, 
v/hich  feparates  the  continent  from 
Long  Iflandi  At  this  place  they 
were  joined  by  the  greater  part  of 
a  regiment  of  light  horfe  from  Ire¬ 
land,  one  of  the  tranfports  having 
been  taken  in  the  paflage.  They 
were  alfo  joined  by  the  fecond  di- 
viflon  of  Heilians  under  General 
Knyphaufen,  with  a  regiment  of 
Waideckers,  both  of  which  had 
arrived  at  New-York  fince  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  army  from  thence. 

The  firfl:  objetd  of  this  expedi¬ 
tion  was  to  cut  off  the  communica¬ 
tions  between  Walhington  and  the 
eaflern  colonies  ;  and  then,  if  this 
meafure  did  not  bring  him  to  an. 
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engagement,  to  enclofe  him  on  all 
lides  in  his  faftnefles  on  the  north 
end  of  York  Ifland.  The  King’s 

troops 
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troops  were  now  mafters  of  the 
lower  road  to  Connefticut  and  Bof- 
ton  ;  but  to  gain  the  upper,  it  was 
necedary  to  advance  to  the  high 
grounds  called  the  White  Plains  ; 
a  rough,  ftony,  and  mountainous 
tradl ;  which,  however,  is  only 
part  of  the  afcent,  to  a  country  dill 
higher,  rougher,  and  more  diffi¬ 
cult.  Upon  the  departure  of  the 
army  to  the  higher  country,  it  was 
deemed  ncccffiary  to  leave  the  fe- 
cond  divinon  of  Heffians,  with  the 
Waldeck  regiment,  at  New  Ro¬ 
chelle,  as  well  to  preferve  the  com- 
munications,  as  to  fecure  the  fup- 
plies  of  provifions  and  necedaries 
that  were  to  arrive  at  that  port. 
Indeed  the  army  was^now  fo  pow¬ 
erful,  that  it  was  enabled  to  fup- 
pOrt  every  fervice. 

General  Waffiington was  notin- 
attentive  to  the  danger  of  his  fitua- 
tion.  Pie  faw,  that  if  he  continued 
‘where'  he  was,  he  would  at  length 
be  compelled  to  commit  the  whole 
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fortune  of  the  war,  and  the  fafety 
of  all  the  colonies  to  the  hazard 
of  a  general  engagement;  a  deci- 
fion,  of  which  he  had  every  caufe 
to,  apprehend  the  event,  and  in 
which  a  defeat  would  be  final,  as 
there  could  fcarcely  be  a  poffibility 
of  retreat.  His  army  likewife, 
v/hich  had  been  dilheartened  by 
their  late  misfortunes,  was  then 
much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  which 
the  feverity  of  the  fervices,  indif¬ 
ferent  quarters,  infufficient  cloath- 
ing,  the  want  of  fait  and  other  ne- 
ceffaries,  joined  to  a  flovenlinefs 
generally  prevalent  in  America, 
had  rendered  general,  and  very  fa¬ 
tal  in  his  camp. 

A  grand  movement  was  ac-* 
cordingly  made,  by  which  the 
army  was  formed  into  a  line  of 
fmail,  detached,  and  entrenched 
Yol.  XIX. 


camps,  which  occupied  evf  7 
height  and  flrong  ground  from  Va 
lentine’s  Plill,  not  far  from  Kingf- 
bridge,  on  the  right,  to  the  White 
Plains,  and  the  upper  road  to  Con- 
nefticut,  on  the  left.  In  this  pofitioa 
they  faced  the  whole  line  of  march 
of  the  King’s  troops  at  a  moderate 
diftance,  the  deep  river  Brunx  co¬ 
vering  their  front,  and  the  North 
river  at  fome  diftance  in  their  rear, 
whilft  the  open  gro-und  to  the  laft: 
afforded  a  fecure  paffage  for  their 
ftores  and  baggage  to  the  upper 
country.  A  garrifon  was  left  for 
the  proteftion  of  Fort  Wafhington, 
the  lines  C)£  Harlem  and  Kingf- 
bridge. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  enemy, 
'General  Howe  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  proceed  with  great  circum- 
fpefllon.  The  progrefs  was  flow, 
the  march  of  the  army  clofe,  the 
encampments  compad;,  and  well 
guarded  with  artillery,  -and  the 
moft  foldier-like  caution  ufed  ia 
every  refped.  This  did  not  re¬ 
ft  rain  the  enemy  from  fending  par¬ 
ties  over  the  Brunx  to  impede  their 
march,  which  occaftoned  feveral 
fkirmifties,  in  which  the  royal  ar¬ 
my  were  generally  fuccefsful.  Up¬ 
on  the  approach  of  the  army  to 
the  White  Plains,  the  enemy  quit¬ 
ted  their  detached  camps  along  the 
Brunx,  and  joining  their  left,  took 
a  ftrong  ground  ^of  encampment 
before  the  Britifti  'on  the  former. 

Every  thing  being  prepa- 
red  for  bringing  the  enemy  ^ 

to  action,  the  army  marched  early 
in  the  morning  in  two  columns 
towards  the  White  Plains,  the  left 
being  commanded  by  General 
Heilter.  Before  noon,  all  the  ene¬ 
mies  advanced  parties  being  drove 
back  to  their  works  by  the  light 
infantrv  and  Fleffian  Chaffeurs,  thet 

[*M]  army 
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army  formed,  with  the  right  upon 
the  road  from  Mamoroneck,  at 
about  a  mile’s  diflance  from  their 
center,  and  the  left  to  the  Brunx, 
at  about  the  fame  diliance  from  the 
right  flank  of  their  entrenchments. 

A  body  of  the  enemy  pofleffed 
an  advantageous  ground,  that  was 
feparated  from  their  right  flank  by 
the  Brunx,  and  which  alfo,  by  its 
windings,  covered  that  corps  in 
front  from  the  left  of  our  army.  As 
this  poll:  would  have  been  of  great 
confequence  in  attacking  that  flank 
of  the  entrenchments.  Brigadier 
General  Leflie,  with  the  fecond 
brigade  of  Britilh  troops,  the  Hef- 
flan  grenadiers  under  Colonel  Do- 
nop,  and  a  battalion  of  that  corps, 
were  ordered  to  diflodge  the  ene¬ 
my.  Previous  to  their  attack.  Co¬ 
lonel  Ralle,  who  commanded  a  bri¬ 
gade  of  Hefiians  on  the  left,  had 
paiTed  the  Brunx,  and  gained  a 
poft,  which  enabled  him  to  annoy 
the  enemies  flarjk,  while  they  were 
engaged  with  the  other  forces  in 
front. 

Though  the  pafiage  of  the  river 
v/as  difficult,  it  was  performed 
with  the  grestefl;  fpirit,  and  the 
28th  and  35th  regiments,  being 
the  iiril  that  paffied,  formed  with  the 
greatefl  fteadinefs,  under  the  ene¬ 
mies  Are  on  the  opDoute  fide; 

A  1 

they'then  afeended  a  fieep  hill,  in 
defiance  of  ai!  oppofltion,  and  ruffl¬ 
ing  on  the  enemy,  foon  routed, 
and  drove  them  from  their  works. 
No  lefs  alacrity  was  fhewn  by  the 
other  troops  in  fopporting.  thefe 
two  regiments.  The  gaining  of 
tills  important  pofl  took  up  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  which  was  prolong¬ 
ed  by  the  enemy’s  flill  fopportinga 
broken  and  fcattered  engagement, 
in  defence  of  the  adjoining  wails 
am!  hedo-es.  In  the  evening,  the 


Heffian  grenadiers  were  ordered 
forward  upon  the  heights  within 
cafinon  fl*ot  of  the  entrenchments, 
the  2d  brigade  of  Britilh  formed  ia 
their  rear,  and  the  two  Heffian 
brigades,  on  the  left  of  the  fecond. 
The  right  and  center  of  the  army 
did  not  remove  from  the  ground 
upon  which  they  had  formed.  In 
that  pofltion  the  whole  army  lay 
upon  their  arms  during  the  night, 
with  a  full  intention,  and  in  the 
highefl:  expeftation,  of  attacking 
the  enemy’s,  camp  next  morning. 

It  was  perceived  in  the  morning 
that  the  enemy  had  drawn  back 
their  encampment  in  the  night, 
and  had  greatly  flrerigthened  their 
lines  by  additional  works.  Upon 
this  account  the  attack  was  defer¬ 
red,  and  it  was  thought  neceffiary 
to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  4th 
brigade,  and  of  two  battalions 
of  the  6th,  which  had  been  left 
with  Lord  P^rcy  at  New- York. 
LTpon  the  arrival  of  thefe  troops, 
the  neceffary  difpofltions  were 
made  in  the  evening,  for  attacking 
the  enemy  early  on  the  laft  of  Odlo- 
ber;  but  an  extreme  wet  night  and 
morning  prevented  this  defign  from 
being  carried  into  execution.  , 

In  the  mean  time.  General 
Waffiington  had  not  the  fmallefl: 
intention  of  venturing  an  engage- 
m.ent,  whilft  there  was  a  poffibiiity 
of  its  being  avoided.  He  knew 
that  delay  was  in  fome  fort  vidlory 
to  him.  That  fmall  adlions,  which 
could  not  in  the  leafl:  affedl  the 
public  fafety,  would  more  effec¬ 
tually  train  his  men  to  fervice,  and 
inure  them  to  danger,  than  a  gene¬ 
ral  action,  which  might  in  one  day 
decide  their  own,  and  the  fate  of 
America.  It  mull  be  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  cam¬ 
paign,  and  more  particularly  in 
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this  part  of  it,  he  fully  performed 
the  part  of  no  mean  commander. 

TheAmerican  accounts  fav,  that 
upon  our  covering  four  or  five  bat- 
terie  with  a  powerful  artillery, 
preparatory  to  an  attack,  together 
with  the  General’s  knowledge  that 
by  turning  his  camp,  the  Britifh 
might  become  pofTeffed  of  hills  at 
his  back  which  totally  commanded 
it,  he  found  it  neceffary  to  change 
his  pofition.  He  accordingly  quit¬ 
ted  his  camp  on  the  night  of  the 
ill  of  November,  and  took  higher 
ground  towards  the  North  Caftle 
diftrifl,  having  firll  fet  fire  to  the 
town  or  village  of  White  PUins, 
as  well  as  to  all  the  hcufes  and  fo¬ 
rage  near  the  lines.  The  Britifli 
army  on  the  next  day  took  poffef- 
fion  of  their  entrenchment. 

'General  Howe  feeing  that  the 
enemy  could  not  be  enticed  to  an 
engagement,  and  that  the  nature 
ofUhe  country  did  not  admit  of 
their  being  forced  to  it,  determin¬ 
ed  not  to  lofe  time  in  a  fruitlefs 
purfuit,  and  to  tdke  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  driving  them  out  of  their 
ftrong  holds  in  York  Ifland  ;  an 
operation  which  their  army  could 
not  now  poffibly  prevent.  For 
this  purpofe.  General  Knyphaufen 

crofTed  the  countrv  from  New  Ro- 

¥  _ 

chelle,  and  having  taken  pofTef- 
fion  of  King’s  Bridge  without  op- 
pofition,  entered  York-lfland,  and 
took  his  fiation  to  the  north  of 
FortWalhington,  to  which  the  ene¬ 
my  had  retired  at  his  approach. 

Fort  Walhington  lay  on  the  w'eft 
fide  of  New  York  Ifland,  not  far 
from  King’s  Bridge,  near  Jeffery’s 
Hook,  and  almoft  facing  Fort  Lee 
on  the  Jerfey  flde,  from  which  it 
was  feparated  by  the  North  River. 
This  work,  though  not  contempti¬ 
ble,  was  not  fuflicient  to  refifl; 
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heavy  artillery  ;  and  it  was  by  no 
means  of  a  fufficient  extent  for  any 
other  purpofe  than  the  flrengthen- 
ing  of  lines.  But  the  fltuation  was 
extremely  ftrong, and  the  approach¬ 
es  difficult. 

The  army  havino:  . 

returned  flovvly  by  the 
North  River,  encamped  on  the 
heights  of  Fordham,  at  a  mode¬ 
rate  diflance  from  King’s-Bridge, 
with  that  river  on  its  right,  and 
theBrunx  on  the  left.  Every  thing 
being  prepared  for  attacking  the 
Fort,  and  the  commander.  Colo¬ 
nel  Magav/,  refufing  a  fummons  to 
furrender,  and  declaring  he  would 
defend  it  to  the  lafl:  extremity,  a 
general  aflault  was  determined 
upon,  as  faving  the  time  that 
would  be  loft  in  regular  approaches. 
The  garrifon  confifted  of  near 
3000  men,  and  the  ftrong  grounds 
round  the  Fort  were  covered 
with  lines  and  works.  Four 
attacks  were  made  at  the  fame 
time.  The  firft,  on  the  north  fide, 
was  conduced  by  General  Knyp¬ 
haufen,  at  the  head  of  two  co¬ 
lumns  of  Pleffians  and  V/aldeckers. 
The  fecond,  on  the  eaft,  was  led 
on  by  Brigadier  General  Matthew, 
at  the  head  of  the  ift  and  2d  bat¬ 
talions  of  light  infantry,  and  two 
battalions  of  guards,  fupported  by 
Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  ift  and 
2d  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and 
the  33d  regiment.  Thcfe  forces 
croifed  the  Eaft  River  in  fiat  boats, 
and  as  the  enemies  works  there  ex¬ 
tended  \he  breadth  of  the  ifland, 
redoubts  and  batteries  were  ereiPced 
on  the  oppofite  fhore,  as  well  to 
cover  the  landing  of  the  troops,  as 
to  annoy  thofe  works  which  were 
near  the  water.  The  third  attack, 
which  was  principally  intended  as 
a  feint  to  diftrad  the  enemy,  was 
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condudcd  by  Lt.  Colonel  Sterling-, 
with  the  42d  regiment.,  who  paff'^d 
the  Eaft  River  lower  down,  be- 
tvyeen  the  2d  and  4th  attacks.  The 
lail:  attack  was  made  by  Lord  Percy, 
with  the  corps  which  he  command¬ 
ed  on  thefouth  of  the  idand.  All 
the  attacks  were  fupported  with  a 
numerous, powei'fui  and  well  ferved 
artillery. 

TheHehians  under  Gen.  Knyp- 
haufen  had  a  thick  wood  to  pafs, 
where  the  enemy  were  very  advan- 
tageoufly  poked,  and  a  warm  en¬ 
gagement  was  continued  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  in  which  the  for¬ 
mer  were  much  expofed,  and  be¬ 
haved  with  great  firmnefs  and  bra¬ 
very.  In  the  mean  time  the  light 
infantry  landed,  and  were  expofed 
both  before  and  after  to  a  very 
hrifk  and  continual  fire  from  the 
enemy,  who  were  themfelves  co¬ 
vered  by  the  rocks  -and  trees  among 
which  they  were  poked.  The  for¬ 
mer,  however,  with  their  ufual 
alertnefs  and  activity,  extricated 
themfelves  by  clambering  up  a  very 
keep  and  rough  mountain,  when 
they  foon  difperfed  the  enemy,  and 
made  way  for  the  landing  of  the 
rek  of  the  troops  without  oppoii- 
tion.  During  thefe  tranfadions. 
Lord  Percy  having  carried  an  ad¬ 
vanced  work  on  his  fide.  Col.  Ster¬ 
ling  was  ordered  to  attempt  a  la'nd- 
ing,  and  two  battalions  of  the  2d 
brigade  to  fepport  him.  This  fer- 
vice  was  effected  by  the  Colonel 
with  great  bravery.  He  advanced 
bis  boats  through  a  very  heavy  lire, 
ivhich  they  bore  with  the  greaiek 
krmnefs  and  perfeverance,  and 
forcing  his  way  up  a  keep  height, 
gained  the  fummit,  and  took  170 
prifoners,  notwithkanding  a  bold 
and  good  defence  made  by  the 
enemy. 


Tn  the  mean  time  Colonel  Ralle, 
who  led  the  right  column  ofGenerai 
Knyphaufen’s  attack,  having  forc¬ 
ed  the  enemy,  after  a  confiderable 
oppofition,  from  their  krong  poks 
in  his  line,  pufhed  forward  to  their, 
works,  and  lodged  his  column, 
within  an  hundred  yards  of  the 
fort;  and  being  foon  after  joined 
by  the  General  with  the  left  co¬ 
lumn,  who  had  at  length  overcome 
the  impediments  which  he  met 
w'ith  in  the  wood,  the  garrifon  fur- 
rendered  prifoners  of  war.  The 
lofs  on  either  lide  was  not  in  any 
degree  proportioned  to  the  warmth, 
length,  and  variety  of  the  aftion. 
The  quantity  of  gunpowder  found 
in  the  Fort  was  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  purpofe  of  almok  the  Ihortek 
defence.  How  fo  large  a  body 
was  left  with  fo  poor  a  provifion, 
is  extreiiiely  unaccountable.  But 
the  narrative  of  all  thefe  t  ran  fac¬ 
tions  is  hitherto  very  imperfedl. 
Upon  this  acquilition,  a  krong 
body  of  forces  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  was  paffed  over 
the  North  River,  in  order  to  take 
Fort  Lee,  and  make  a  further  im- 
preflion  in  the  Jerfeys.  The  gar¬ 
rifon  of  2000  men,  had  a  narrow 
efcape,  by  abandoning  the  , 
Fort  juk  before  his  lord-  ^ 
klip’s  arrival,  leaving  their  artil¬ 
lery,  kores,  tents,  and  every  thing 
behind.  Our  troops  afterwards 
overrun  the  greater  part  of  both 
the  jerfeys  without  oppofition, 
the  enemy  Hying  every  where  be¬ 
fore  them  ;  and  at  length  extended 
their  winter  cantonments  from 
Nev/  Brunfwick  to  the  Delaware. 
If  they  had  any  means  of  palling 
that  river  upon  their  lirk  arrival  in 
its  neighbourhood,  there  feems  lit¬ 
tle  doubt,  conhdering  the  conker- 
nation  and  difmay  which  then  pre¬ 
vailed 
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vailed  among  the  enemy,  that  they 
migiit  eaiily  have  become  mafters 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  but 
the  former,  very  prudently,  either 
dcltroycd  the  boats,  or  removed 
them  out  of  the  way. 

D urine  thefe  luccefTes  in  the 
Jerfeys,  Gen.  Clinton,  with  two 
brigades  of  Britiib,  and  two  of 
HelTian  troops,  v/ith  a  fquadron 
of  (hips  of  war  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  were  fent  to 
make  an  attempt  upon  Rhode 
Ifland.  In  this  enterprize  they  fuc- 
ceeded  beyond  expedation.  The 

o  u  rebels  having  abandon - 
Dec.  8th.  3  u  -n  j  1  • 
ed  the  iliand  at  their 

approach,  they  took  pofieffion  of 

it  without  the  lofs  of  a  man  ;  at  the 

fame  time  that  they  blocked  up 

Hopkins’s  fquadron,  which  was  in 

the  harbour  of  P-ovidence,  on  the 

adjoining  Continent.  The  fqua- 


dron  and  troops  continued  here 
during  the  winter,  where  they  had 
better  quarters  than  any  other  of 
the  king’s  forces.  Hitherto  the 
royal  army  had  fucceeded  in  every 
objefl  fince  their  landing  at  Staten 
llland.  The  Provincial  army,  be- 
hdes  the  lofs  by  fword,  by  capti¬ 
vity,  and  by  defertion,  began  to 
dwindle  to  very  fmall  numbers, 
from  the  nature  of  their  military 
engagement.  They  were  only  en- 
lilled  fora  year;  and  the  colonifts, 
who  were  but  little  ufed  to  any  re- 
llraint,  very  ill  brooked,  even  fo 
long  an  abfence  from  their  fami¬ 
lies.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
term,  but  few  were  prevailed  upon 
to  continue  in  fervice.  Everything 
Teemed  to  promife  a  decifive  event 
in  favour  of  the  royal  arms,  and  a 
fubmiffion  of  fome  of  the  principal 
colonies  was  hourly  expefled. 


C  El  A  P.  IX. 

General  conduB  of  European  povjers  nvith  refpeB  to  the  Ainerican  troubles,  i 
France.  Military  preparations.  Count  de  St,  Germain  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  nvar  depart7m7it.  Mu/quetaires  reduced,  Mr.  Necker  placed 
at  the  head  (f  the  Fhiances.  Spain.  Extraordinary  military  preparations. 
Dijpute  <vjith  Portugal.  Improvements.  Difeo-veries  in  the  Southern 

Ocean.  New  Academy.  Vienna.  Torture  abolifoed.  Toleration  en¬ 
larged,  Bohemia  peafants  on  the  royal  demefnes  freed  from  their  former 
fate  of  ojillainage.  Attempt  to  open  a  trade  with  the  Eaf  Indies, 
Rujfa.  Endeavours  to.  people  the  uncultivated  parts  of  the  Empire, 
Grand  Duchefs  dies.  Grand  Duke  marries  the  Princefs  of  Wirt€?nhsrg» 
Porte,  Bajfora  taken  by  the  Perfatis.  Northern  kingdoms,  Holland. 
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HILST  our  own  affairs 


have  opened  fo  extenlive  a 
field  of  bulinefs  and  aftion,  the  reft 
of  Europe  has  happily  preferved 
its  tranquillity,  and  affords  few  ob- 
je6\s  of  hiftorical  difeuflion.  In¬ 
deed  it  Teems  as  if  the  tranfaflions 
we  have  deferibed,  had  occafioned 
a  kind  cf  pauTe  in  the  aftive  poli¬ 


ticks  of  other  ftates.  The  unhap¬ 
py  contention  in  which  we  are  en¬ 
gaged,  is  of  fuch  general  import¬ 
ance  in  its  progrefs,  and  may  be 
fo  widely  extenfive  in  its  confe- 
quences,  that  every  commercial 
ftare  finds  iifelf  interefted  in  the 
one,  and  its  fpeculation  ftrongly 
excited  by  the  other.  Political 
{*M]  3  eJithufiafts, 
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enthufialls,  like  all  others,  over¬ 
look  all  obftacles  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  their  favourite  fyftem,  and 
all  impediments  in  the  way  to  that 
point,  which  they  have  fixed  upon 
as  the  fummit  of  attainment.  Such 
a  fchemer  as  Alberoni,  would  now 
fee  a  profpe6l  opened  for  a  total 
change  in  the  political  fyflem  of 
Europe,  and  a  new  arrangement 
of  power  and  commerce  in  both 
the  worlds.  However  the  race 
of  proje£lors  may  become  ex- 
tin<fl  in  other  fciences,  they  are 
immortal  in  the  affairs  of  nations. 
In  them  Alberoni’s  are  never  want¬ 
ing.  ^ 

It  is  not  then  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  political  attention  of  feme 
of  the  great  European  dates  fnould 
be  drongly  attraded  by  objeds, 
in  which  Great-Britain  and  her 
colonies  fhould  only  have  an  inter- 
ed ;  or  that  the  confeioufnefs  of  a 
power,  which  would  enable  them 
to  convert  all  favourable  circum- 
dances  to  the  greated  advantage, 
fhould  -difpofe  them  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  polfible  confequences.  It 
is  as  little  a  matter  of  forprize, 
that  other  dates,  whofe  views  are 
more  limited,  diould  endeavour  to 
profit  of  the  prefent  conjundiire. 

No  alliance,  no  ties  of  politi¬ 
cal  friendfhip  founded  upon  mu¬ 
tual  intered  and  falety,  (and  no 
ether  can  fubfid  between  dates)  are 
capable  of  redding  the  allurements 
of  commerce,  with  its  concomitants 
wealth  and  power,  when  thefe, 
even  approach  in  value,  to  that  of 
the  bands  which  cemented  the 
union.  If  fuch  be  their  influence 
upon  the  clofed  alliance,  upon 
thofe  who  are  bound  by  many  cotn- 
mon  motives  of  connedion  and 
friendfhip,  what  mud  it  be  upon 
natural  enemies;  upon  jealous  and 
fufpicious  rivals ;  upon  thofe  who 


dread,  or  who  have  experienced 
our  power  ;  or  even  fuch  as  only 
envied  our  greatnefs?  Without  the 
attainment  of  thofe  benefits  to 
themfelves,  the  fimpiy  withdrawing 
them  from  an  envied  or  dreaded 
power,  and  thereby  leffe-ning  its 
importance  and  the  apprehenfion 
it  excited,  would  be  an  objed  of 
the  fird  confideration. 

France  and  Spain  have  opened 
their  ports,  with  the  greated  appa¬ 
rent  friendfhip  to  the  Americans, 
and  treat  them  in  every  refped  as 
an  independent  people.  The  re- 
mondrances  of  the  Britifh  miniders 
have  availed  but  little.  They  al¬ 
ready  have  a  tade  of  the  fweets  of 
that  commerce  which  we  had  fo 
long  fecluded  from  the  red  of  the 
world  ;  and  which  would  have  dill 
preferved  our  greatnefs  if  we  had 
lod  all  other.  They  now  begin  to 
know  by  experience  the  extent  of 
thofe  advantages,  which  before 
were  only  objects  of  an  uncertain 
fpeculation,  and  whofe  real  value 
was  not  well  underdood  by  our- 
felves.  Not  content  with  reaping 
the  benefits  of  the  American  com¬ 
merce,  by  keeping  barely  within 
the  pale  of  a  verbal  neutrality, 
they  go  farther  ;  they  foljcit,  and 
afford  the  means  for  its  contin  uance. 
The  American  privateers  havebeen 
openly  received,  protedled,  and 
cherifhed,  and  the  rich  prizes  they 
have  taken  from  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants,  rather  publicly  fold  in  the 
French  ports,  both  in  Europe  and 
the  colonies.  Artillery  and  mi¬ 
litary  dores  of  all  kinds  have  been 
likev/ife  fent;  whether  really 
bought  with  their  own  money,  or 
fuppiied  gratis,  is  uncertain.  At 
this  the  Britifn  miniders  find  them¬ 
felves  obliged,  fometimes  to  re- 
mondrate,  fometimes  to  wink, 
French  engineers  and  officers  have 

alfo 
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alfo  joined  the  Americans,  in  num¬ 
bers  not  before  known  upon  any 
occafion  of  foreign  or  volunteer 
fervice.  It  fignihes  little  to  en¬ 
quire,  whether  this  has  been  prac- 
tifed  by  permilTion,  or  fuffered  by 
connivance. 

Two  evils  attend  this  unhappy 
civil  contention,  which  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  didinguilh  it  from 
other  wars,  render  it  nnore  danger¬ 
ous  and  grievous  than  any.  The 
one  is,  that  by  the  advantages 
which  it  lays  open,  either  imme¬ 
diately  or  in  profpeft,  to  other  na¬ 
tions,  it  cauies  an  union  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree,  either  in  adl  or  fenti- 
ment,  of  the  commercial  world 
againll  us  ;  holding  out  a  tempta¬ 
tion  to  mankind  to  become  our 
enemies.  The  other  is,  the  weak- 
nefs  which  it  induces  with  refpedl 
to  foreign  powers.  Our  dominions 
are  not  only  fevered  at  that  critical 
junfture,  when  it  is  too  evident 
that  a  ftridl  union  of  the  whole 
would  be  particularly  necefiary  ; 
but  a  new  enemy  fprings  up  in  the 
feparated  part,  which  from  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  vigour  of  exertion,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  novelty  of  the 
fituation,  the  danger  attending  it, 
and  the  bitternels  of  domeftic  en¬ 
mity,  acquires  an  efficacy  and 
force,  far  beyond  what  it  contri¬ 
buted,  or  knew  it  pofTeffed,  when 
in  unity,  and  only  forming  a  fub- 
ordinate  lhare  of  general  defence. 
Thus  we  have  been  obliged  to  be 
the  tame  fpedlators  of  a  conduct, 
which  in  another  feafon  would 
have  been  deemed  infufferable,  and 
to  fubmitto  a  degree  of  injury  and 
infult  which  we  never  before  expe¬ 
rienced,  or,  at  leaft,  which  was 
aever  offered  with  impunity. 

Neither  was  neighbourhood, 
Jong  alliance,  the  power  of  pro- 
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clamations,  or  the  vigilance  of 
our  AmbafTador,  fufficient  to  re- 
ftrain  the  Dutch  from  fliaring  in 
thofe  advantages  which  were  now 
offered.  In  a  word,  all  the  nations 
who  pofTefs  colonies  in  America, 
were  eager  to  partake  of  the  new 
and  unexpedled  commerce  w’hich 
was  now  opened  ;  and  all,  except¬ 
ing  the  Portuguefe,  who,  much 
againll  their  inclination,  have  been 
rellrained  through  our  influence  at 
that  court,  flill  continue  moll  fe- 
duloufly  to  profit  of  the  opportu¬ 
nity.  This  difpofition  has,  by  de¬ 
grees,  appeared  pretty  general  in 
other  European  Hates. 

It  mufl  indeed  be  acknowledged, 
that  this  cornmerce,  whilfl  con¬ 
fined  merely  to  the  European  co¬ 
lonies  in  the  New  World,  may  be 
jullified  upon  fome  very  reafonable 
grounds.  TheFrench,  Dutch,  and 
Danilh  iflands  in  the  Well-Indies, 
as  well  as  our  own,  had  ati  all 
times  been  fupplied  by  North- 
Americawith  various  commodities, 
fome  of  which,  fuch  as  provifions 
and  lumber,  were  even  eflential  to 
their  exillence.  Nor  were  all  the 
Spanifh  colonies,  notwithllanding 
their  extent  of  continent,  wholly 
free  from  this  neceffity.  It  could 
not  then  be  expedled,  that  thefe 
States,  from  any  regard  to  our  pri¬ 
vate  quarrels,  or  attention  to  our 
a^ls  of  parliament,  Ihould  fuffer 
their  iflands  to  be  llarved,  or  their 
flaple  commodities  loll.  Nor  could 
the  ruin  which  they  faw  coming 
upon  our  own  WelTlndia  iflands, 
and  palliated  chiefly  by  captures 
from  the  Americans,  be  the  fmall- 
efl  inducement  to  their  fubmitting 
to  a  fimilar  mifehief. 

However,  from  this  invafion  of 
the  American  trade  by  foreigners 
one  advantage  is  derived,  if  not  to 
4  the 
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the  comm erqe  and  navigation,  yet 
to  the  manufadures  of  England  ; 
that  thefe  nations  not  having  yet 
got  into  the  way  of  providing  a 
proper  alibrtment  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  market,  they  refort  hither  for 
fupply.  This  is  felt  in  all  the 
manufadluring  towns. ;  and  the  Mi¬ 
ni  ft  ry  owe  much  of  their  quiet, 
during  the  prefent  contention,  to 
that  fource. 

It  is  probable  that  Europe  is 
much  indebted,  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  its  tranquillity,  to  the  pa¬ 
cific  difpolition  of  the  French  mo¬ 
narch,  which  is  fuppofedwith  dif- 
iiculty  to  have  retrained  the  adli- 
vity  or  reftlelfnefs  of  a  clofe  ally 
and  powerful  neighbour,  as  well 
as  the  ardour,  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  the  nobility,  and  the  nation 
rn  general,  who  are  thought  to  be 
eagerly  difpofed  to  a  war.  Indeed, 
from  whatever  caufe  it  proceeds, 
the  Araericaq  party  is  fo  flrong  in 
France,  that  it  feems  nearly  to  in¬ 
clude  the  whole  nation,  except  the 
ruling  part  of  the  court.  How¬ 
ever  that  may  be,  the  jrrefent  dif- 
pofition  of  that  court  is  favourable 
to  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and, 
in  the  prefent  Hate  of  affairs,  parc 
ticularly  fortunate  to  Great-Bri- 
tain. 

The  military  preparations,  how¬ 
ever,  in  France,  particularly  on 
the  fea-coafls,  and  the  naval  ar¬ 
maments,  have  been  fo  confidera- 
ble,  that  no  explanation  which 
could  be  given  of  the  motives,  was 
fufficient  for  a  time  to  allay  the 
alarm  and  apprehenfion  w'hich  they 
excited.  It  was  faid,  that  as  the 
feas  were  covered  with  Englilli  heets 
and  American  cruizers,  and  not 
only  .an  actual  war  carried  on,  but 
fuch  armies  fent  to  the  New  World 
as  had  never  before  appeared  there. 


GISTER,  177^. 

it  became  necelTary  for  France  to 
arm  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would; 
eifeiflually  fecure  her  colonies,  and 
protedl  her  commerce  ;  That  her 
engagements  with  Spain,  and  the 
difpistes  between  that  power  and' 
Portugal,  rendered  it  belides  ne¬ 
celTary,  that  Ihe  Ihould  be  in  fuch 
a  Hate  of  preparation,  as  in  cafe 
of  a  rupture  would  enable  her  to- 
falhl  them  :  and  that  it  w'as  very 
extraordinary,  that  thofe  who,  be- 
lides  being  themfelvesin  the  high- 
ell  polhble  Hate  of  warlike  prepa¬ 
ration,  had  alfo  fent  hoHs  of  arm¬ 
ed  foreigners  into  the  New  World, 
fhould  make  objeclions  to  their 
neighbours  putting  theinfelves  in  a 
proper  Hate  of  fecurity,  W  hatever 
fatisfadlion  thefe  anfwers  afforded, 
no  better  could  be  obtained  ;  and 
it  is  very  probable,  that  a  greater 
reliance  was  placed  upon  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  temper  of  the  French 
Miniflers,  and  of  the  cabals  which 
prevailed  in  the  court,  than  upon 
any  a|i'ufances  they  could  have 
given.  All  together  were  not  fuf- 
Hcient  to  prevent  alarm,  or  totally 
to  remove  apprehenfion. 

The  Count  de  St.  Germain, 
who  in  the  preceding  year  had  been 
recalled  by  the  King  to  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  and  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  war  department,  ven¬ 
tured  upon  a  military  regulation, 
which  for  a  time  made  a  great 
noile,  and  would,  in  a  more  tur¬ 
bulent  feafon,  have  been  exceed¬ 
ingly  dangerous.  This  was  the 
fupptefTion  of  the  Mufquetaires, 
and  fome  other  of  thole  corps, 
which  being  adapted  mere  to  the 
parade  of  guarding  the  royal  per¬ 
son,  than  any  real  military  fervice, 
were  fupported  at  a  prodigious  ex¬ 
pence,  without  an  adequate  return 
of  benefit  to  the  Hate.  Notwiih- 
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ftanding  the  evident  utility  of  this 
redudion,  ^nd  that  the  very  confi- 
derable  Turns  of  money  arifing  from 
the  favings,  were  to  be  applied  to 
increafe  thereal  drength  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  nation,  by  the  eltablifh* 
ment  and  fupport  of  effedive 
marching  battalions  yet  thefe 
corps  being  compofed  of  gentle¬ 
men,  and  their  officers  being  of 
ihe  firll:  families  in  the  kingdom, 
it  occafioned  a  prodigious  clamour, 
and  the  fate  of  Struenfee,  whofe 
frdl  had  been  precipitated  by  a 
iimilar  innovation  with  refp^id:  to 
the  Danilh  guards,  was  loudly  and 
repeatedly  prognoflicated,  if  not 
threatened,  as  the  certain  doom  of 
the  author.  Such  is  the  power  of 
habit,  and  fuch  the  pride  and  plea- 
fure  which  men  find,  and  the  mu¬ 
tual  attachment  they  contraff, 
when  thrown  into  any  diflir.61 
claf's  that  feparates  them  from  the 
left  of  the  community,  that  no 
women,  in  the  cafe  of  being  torn 
away  from  their  hufbands,  country, 
and  all  that  was  moll;  dear  to  them 
by  a  mercilefs  conqueror,  could 
exprefs  a  more  poignant  grief,  or 
fhew  greater  marks  of  defpair, 
than  thofe  brave  men,  whofe  cou¬ 
rage  had  at  all  times  been  diftin- 
guifhed,  did  upon  this  occafion. 
Of  this  a  more  ftriking  inllance 
needs  not  to  be  given,  than  that  of 
the  veteran  commanderef  the  Grey 
Mufquetaires  ;  who,  though  the 
matter  was  fully  known,  and  the 
corps  he  commanded  affembied  for 
the  purpofe  of  receiving  the  order 
of  fupprefiion,  yet  is  laid  to  have 
fainted  away  in  their  arms  upon  its 
being  delivered. 

Another  remarkable  circum- 
ftance,  which  will  itill  moredlilin- 
guith  this  year  in  the  hiftory  of 
France,  was  the  placing  of  Mr, 


Necker,  a  foreigner  and  proteftant, 
at  the  head  of  the  Finances  in  that 
kingdom.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  a  Swifs  by  birth,  is  faid  to  pof- 
fefs  fuch  diitinguiflicd  abilities  in 
every  thing  appertaining  to  his 
office,  that  his  appointment  to  it 
could  be  no  matter  of  furprize,  if 
it  had  not  been  fo  diredly  oppolite 
to  the  long  eftablifhed  maxims  and 
policy  of  that  nation.  Jt  affords 
one  of  thofe  inftances  which  are 
now  happily  becoming  general,  of 
that  enlargement  of  mind,  and  li¬ 
berality  of  fentiment,  which  are 
daily  gaining  ground  upon  preju¬ 
dice  and  error. 

The  vaft  expence  at  which  Spain 
has  continued,  ever  fince  the  af¬ 
fair  of  Algiers,  to  augment  her 
armaments  by  fea  and  land,  has 
given  fome  alarms  to  different  parts 
of  Europe.  Indeed,  nobody  be¬ 
lieved,  that  fhe  intended  for  the 
prefent,  to  venture  another  attempt 
upon  the  coaft  of  Africa,  The 
rreat  land  and  naval  force  which 
fhe  fupported,  and  daily  increafed, 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  with  the  pains 
fhe  was  at  in  rendering  her  princi^ 
pal  fortreffes  there  as  nearly  im¬ 
pregnable  as  fkill  and  expence  wej^e 
capable  of  making  them,  feemed 
to  indicate  either  deftgn  or  appre-- 
henfion  in  that  quarter,  while  no 
colourable  caufe  could  be  affigned 
for  fuppoiingthe  latter.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  ifland  of  Jamaica 
was  more  than  once  ferioufly  alarm¬ 
ed  at  the  apprehended  deiigns,  or 
the  movements  or  thele  forces  in. 
her  neighbourhood, 

A  diipute  with  Portugal,  about 
limits,  on  the  borders  of  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  in  South  America,  af¬ 
forded  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  continuing  and  increafing  thefa 
preparations.  The  vaft,  and  al- 
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iRoft  unmeafurable  countries,  with 
the  ill-defined,  and  nearly  un¬ 
known  limits,  in  thofe  half-dlTco- 
vered  regions,  will  for  ages  afford 
opportunities  of  difpute,  as  well 
through  error  as  defign.  The  Por- 
tuguefe  fay,  that  the  Spaniards  had 
feized  a  confiderable  traft  of  terri¬ 
tory,  which  had  been  repeatedly 
confirmed  to  them  by  different 
treaties,  and  guarantied  by  Great - 
Britain,  However  the  matter  of 
right  may  have  been  between  the 
two  countries,  it  is  certain  that  the 
condud  of  the  Court  of  Lilbon 
was  charged  by  their  adverfaries  to 
have  been,  in  every  part  of  their 
proceeding,  full  of  artifice,  fallacy, 
and  breach  of  faith. 

Troops  had  been  for  fome  time 
fent  to  the  Brazils,  unobferved, 
and  in  fmall  numbers,  until  they 
at  length  amounted  to  a  dangerous 
force  I  the  marine  was  increafed 
by  the  fame  imperceptible  degrees, 
and  every  preparation  for  hoitility 
and  defence  was  carried  on  with 
the  utmoff  privacy.  They  then, 
as  the  Court  of  Spain  aiTerted,  at¬ 
tacked,  overpowered,  and  flaugh- 
tered  the  Spaniards,  and  took  fe- 
veral  of  their  forts,  without  any 
fair  or  previous  notice  of  hoftilicy. 
That  court  complained,  that  at 
the  fame  time  the  moff  pacific  fen- 
timents  were  held  out  at  Lilbon, 
thecondudof  their  Governors  and 
Officers  totally  difavowed  and  con¬ 
demned,  and  the  ffrongeff  affuran- 
ces  given,  that  all  hoitility  Ihould 
immediately  ceafe,  and  all  poffible 
fadisfadion  be  made,  as  foon  as  the 
necellary  inftrudions  could  arrive 
at  the  fcene  of  adion.  In  Head  of 
the  expeded  inftrudions,  ftrong 
reinforcements  were  fent  out,  to 
fupport  and  extend  the  advantages 
already  gained. 


In  thefe  circumffances,  large 
bodies  of  the  Spanifh  forces,  with 
a  proper  artillery,  were  advanced 
towards  the  borders  of  Portugal, 
and  France  was  called  upon  for 
the  Itipulated  auxiliary  affiftance 
Ihe  was  bound  by  treaty  tofurniih, 
in  cafe  of  a  war  with  that  ftate. 
The  mediation  of  Great-Britain 
and, France,  or,  perhaps  more  pro¬ 
perly,  the  pacific  determination  of 
the  latter,  prevented  matters  from 
proceeding  to  the  iaft  e:^tremity  ; 
fo  that  fome  fort  of  an  imperfed 
accommodation  took  place,  which, 
however,  left  fufficient  room  open 
for  renewing  the  quarrel.  It  is 
faid,  that  even  the  former  of  thefe 
Courts  expreffed  the  iitmoft:  difap- 
probation  of  the  coiidud  of  Por¬ 
tugal  in  this  bufinefs,  andeven  de¬ 
clared,  that  it  could  not  deem  it- 
felf  bounden  by  the  defenfive  trea¬ 
ties  betw'een  both  States,  unlefs pro¬ 
per  fatisfadion  v/as  firft  given. 

The  death  of  the  King  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  the  removal  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  and  prime  minlfter  from 
the  government  of  that  country, 
which  he  had  .long  ruled  v/ith 
an  unbounded,  and  to  the  nobility 
a  moft  dreaded  fway,  both  of 
which  happened  fince  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  have  probably  made  a 
total  change,  with  refped  at  leaft: 
to  each  other,  in  the  political 
principles  both  of  that  and  the 
Spanilh  Court. 

We  ftiall  not  dv/ell  longer  at  pre« 
fent  on  this  fubjed,  as  the  particu¬ 
lars  fall  more  properly  within  the 
year  fucceeding  that  whole  events 
we  nov/  relate,  and  as  the  proceed¬ 
ings  in  South- America  have  not  yet 
been  fully  known  in  Europe. 

As  this  is  the  aera  of  improve¬ 
ment  in  almoft  every  part  of 
Europe,  Spain,  which  has  been  fo 
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long  at  a  great  diftance,  in  that 
refpeft,  behind  her  neighbours/ 
feems  now  beginning  to  have  her 
lhare.  A  policy,  a  little  more 
liberal,  begins  to  dawn  in  that 
country,  which  may  perhaps  turn 
the  great  natural  advantages  Ihe 
poffefTes  in  both  worlds  to  fuch 
account,  as  to  raife  her  to  the  very 
firllrank  in  power  and  importance. 
But  knowledge  and  literature,  fo 
necefTary  to  this  progrefs,  can 
fcarcely  have  their  operation  to¬ 
wards  To  great  an  improvement, 
whilft,  at  bell,  they  can  appear 
only  in  a  fort  of  difguife,  daring 
the  continuance  of  the  inquifition. 
For  a  while,  that  tribunal  was  re¬ 
duced  only  to  a  name;  but  at  pre- 
fent,  it  is  faid  to  be  revived  on 
grounds  with  which  we  are  un¬ 
acquainted.  However,  Spain  has 
formed,  and  is  faid  llill  to  be 
forming,  feveral  moft  ufeful  regu¬ 
lations.  for  the  improvement  and 
extenfion  of  her  commerce,  parti¬ 
cularly  by  laying  the  trade  to 
Mexico  open  to  all  her  ports  with¬ 
out  diftindlion,  and  removing  thofe 
dedrudtive  reftriftions  by  which  it 
was  confined  to  certain  places,  fea- 
fons,  and  a  certain  fpecified  num¬ 
ber  of  (liips.  Other  meafures 
equally  ufeful  in  their  feveral  de¬ 
grees,  and  tending  to  the  fame 
end,  have  been  adopted  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  government  and  con- 
duftofher  colonies,  and  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  a  regular  mercantile 
correfpondence  with  them.  It  is 
even  faid  that  the  barbarous  penal 
law,  which  renders  it  death  to 
foreigners  to  hold  any  {hare  in, 
w'hat  is  called,  the  trade  to  the 
Indies,  will  be  mofi:  wifely  and 
defervedly  abrogated.  If  thefe  and 
Cmilar  meafures  are  purfiied  even 
to  a  moderate  extent,  they  will 


foon  produce  unthought  of  efFefls, 
both  in  the  face  and  date  of  that 
country.  Foreign  merchants,  and 
the  ingenious  and  indudrious  of 
all  nations,  will  crowd  into  her 
maritime  towns,  which  will  be¬ 
come  the  feats  of  wealth  and  com¬ 
merce.  The  improvement  of  the 
interior  country  will  follow  un¬ 
bidden. 

The  fpirit  of  difeovery  which, 
appeared  in  our  late  voyages, 
feems  to  have  operated  upon  the 
Spaniards,  and  prompted  them  to 
acquire  a  perfedf  knowledge  of 
thole  feas  and  countries  which 
they  conlider  peculiarly  as  their 
own.  For  this  purpofe,  Buccarelli, 
the  Viceroy  of  New  Spain,  has  for 
fome  time  pad  fenc  feveral  frigates 
from  Acapulco,  to  explore  thofe 
unknown,  or  barely  difeovered  re¬ 
gions  which  lie  to  the  north  of 
California.  Thefe  adventures  are 
faid  to  have  been  attended  with 
fuccefs,  and  that  the  voyagers 
have  difeovered  an  extenfive  coad, 
inhabited  by  a  docile  and  traftable 
people,  among  whom  they  have 
edablidied  feveral  mifilons.  It  is 
farther  faid,  that  thefe  difeoveries 
are  capable  of  fome  immediate  and 
confiderable  benefits,  by  the  whale, 
and  other  fifheries,  which  they 
would  admit  of  to  a  great  extent. 

o 

A  new  academy  has  been  eda- 
blidied  in  Madrid,  under  the  laud¬ 
able  title  of  “  The  Friends  of  their 

Country,’*  which  affords  a  drong 
indance  of  the  difpofition  to  the 
mod  ufeful  improvements  which 
at  prefent  prevails  in  that  king¬ 
dom.  The  defign  of  that  inditu- 
tion  is  the  encouragement  of  agri¬ 
culture,  manufactures,  arts,  in- 
dudry,  and  commerce.  It  is  pa¬ 
tronized  by  the  King,  who  has 
adigned  an  annual  fum  of  money 
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to  it  for  premiums,  and  the  princes 
of  the  blood,  with  the  grandees, 
and  other  of  the  moft  iiiuftrious 
names  in  the  kingdom,  are  among 
its  members. 

The  Houfe  of  Audria  never 
perhaps  made  a  more  illuJlrious 
figure,  not  even  in  ^the  height  of 
the  power,  vidories,  and  glories 
of  Charles  V,  than  it  does  in  its 
prefent  beneficent  reprefentatives. 
Among  the  moft  glorious  ads  of 
the  prefent  fove'reigns,  is  the 
abolifhing  of  the  torture  with  all 
its  horrors  in  the  hereditary  do¬ 
minions,  and  the  granting  of  a 
moft  liberal  religious  toleration. 
The  latter  has  already  beqn  ob- 
ferved,  even  in  its  lirft  operation, 
to  have  produced,  particularly  in 
Hungary,  the  happieft  effeds.  The 
moft  mortal  animofities  fubfifted 
between,  the  Roman  Catholicks  and 
Proteftants  in  that  country,  occa- 
iioned  by  the  power  which  the 
laws  afforded,  to  ihe  worft  mem¬ 
bers  of  one  communion,  (who,  are 
thofe  that  are  always  bufy  in  fuch 
matters)  to  grieve  and  haiTafs  even 
the  beftof  the  other.  The  taking 
^way  of  this  unnatural  and  ill  - be¬ 
llowed  power,  and  the  removing 
all  objeds  of  contention,  particu¬ 
larly  the  forced  attendance  of  the 
Romifti  clergy  in  ficknefs,  in  '*  of 
the  Proteftants  at  proceftidns,  has 
likewife  ftronglyoperated  to  iubdae 
all  animofity  and  difieniioa,  and 
it  probably  may  not  be  long,  when 
both  they,  and  the  caufes  from 
which  they  originated,  will  be 
equally  forgotten. 

The  farce  beneficende,  attention 
to  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  regard  to  the  rights  of 
mankind,  ?has  been  difplayed  in 
Bohemia,  where  the  peafants  upon 
the  imperial  demefnes  have  been 
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difeharged  from  the  ftate  of  villain¬ 
age  in  which  they  had  hitherto  been 
retained,  and  thofe  extenfive  trads 
portioned  out  into  moderate  lots, 
and  let  to  them  upon  leafe,  not  only 
at  equitable  but  ealy  rents  ;  whilft 
even  talk  work,  the  only  remaining 
mark  of  fervitude,  is  allowed  to 
be  commuted  for  by  a  fmall  yearly 
fum  of  money.  Nor  are  the  im¬ 
mediate  benefits  of  this  meafure 
its  only  objed,  it  being  intended 
and  hoped,  that  the  example  will 
be  follovved  by'- the  Bohemian  nobi¬ 
lity,  and  that  it  will  be  a  means 
of  weaning  them  from  thofe  re¬ 
mains  of  ancient  barbarity,  which 
render  them  at  prefent  fo  tenacious 
of  a  power,  that  deprives  their 
valTals  of  all  the  rights  of  human, 
nature,  and  of  which  even  the 
fovereign  could  not  venture  to 
ftrip  them  by  force. 

One  Bolts,  a  German,  who  had 
acquired  a  large  fortune  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  our  Eaft  India  Company, 
but  who,  to  ail  appearance,  from 
an  impradlicable  temper,  and  a 
turbulent  litigicus  difpolition,  in¬ 
volved  himfelf  in  fuch  troubles 
by  quarrels  with  our /Governors 
abroad,  and  law-fuits  with  them 
and  the  Company  at  home,  as 
greatly  difarranged  his  affairs,  part¬ 
ly  with  a  view  of  retrieving  them, 
and  partly,  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
through  revenge,  has  this  year  in¬ 
duced  the  Emperor  to  revive  the 
long  abandoned  fcheme  of  inftitut- 
ing  a  company,  and  opening  a 
trade  to  the  Eaft-lndies.  Every 
body  knows  the  alarm  which  the 
Oftend  Company  excited  in  the 
maritime  powers,  and  the  effedlual 
meafures  which  they  ufed  for  its 
fuppreftion.  Such  is  the  ftate  of 
affairs  at  prefent,  and  fo  much 
perhaps  have  fentiiiicnts  and  opi- 
%  nions. 
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nions  changed  fince  that  time, 
that  this  rneafure  is  pafled  over 
without  notice.  Indeed  fuch  great 
diiiicuhies  attend  all  new  edablifh- 
mentsof  this  kind  againd:  powerful 
concurrents  already  in  podeliion, 
that  this  fchcme  will  probably  fail 
without  any  direct  interference  of 
the  commercial  dates. 

Rufiia  dill  continues  to  move  in 
that  fuperior  fphere  of  conduct 
which  has  for  fome  years  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  Great 
and  fplendid  anions,  adorned  by  a 
noble  magnificence,  and  a  muni¬ 
ficence  only  fuited  to  the  refources 
of  fo  vad  an  empire,  throw  a 
ludre  all  round,  which  daz-zles  the 
eyes  of  the  beholders,  and  afford  a 
permanency  to  the  government  of 
Catharine,  which  was  little  to  be 
expected,  either  from  the  difpoH- 
tion  of  the  people,  the  uncertain 
tenure  of  arbitrary  power,  or  many 
inaufpicious  circumdances  which 
attended  its  commencement.  In¬ 
dividuals  feel  themfelves  partakers 
in  the  exalted  date  of  the  whole, 
and  that  fenfe  influences  their  con¬ 
duct.  A  Captain  of  a  Ruffian  Ihip, 
forgetting  all  fober  maxims  of  pru¬ 
dence,  with  a  noble  generodty, 
hazards  the  lofs  of  life  and  pro¬ 
perty,  and  encounters  what  is  dill 
more  dreadful  than  either,  the 
danger  of  flavery,  in  boldly  cut¬ 
ting  a  rich  Chridian  prize  out  of 
a  fortified  piratical  harbour  in 
Barbary,  fcorning  all  benefit  to 
himfelf  or  his  brave  crew,  other 
than  the  glory  of  the  aft,  with  the 
pleafure  of  redoring  liberty  to  the 
captives,  and  their  property  to  the 
pillaged.  Perhaps  there  is  an  in¬ 
termediate  period,  between  the 
roughnefs  of  barbarifm,  and  a  re¬ 
fined  date  of  cultivation,  in  all 
brave  nations,  when  the  manners. 


and  general  cad  of  thinking,  tend 
to  produce  that  peculiar  charafter, 
which  conditutes  and  didinguidies 
what  is  underdood  as  an  age  of 
chivalry  or  heroifm. 

The  attention  which  has'  been 
paid  this  year  to  the  increafe  and 
improvement  of  the  Rudiah  naval 
force,  fudiciently  fpeak  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  that  government,  if  other 
evidence  was  even  wanting,  to 
advance  fpeedily  into  the  fird  clafs 
of  commercial  and  maritime  power. 
But  of  all  the  vad  projefts  which 
have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
rulers  of  that  empire  from  Peter  the 
Great  downward,  none  equalled  in 
magnitude,  that  which  not  only 
occupies  the  contemplation  of  the 
prefent  Emprefs,  but  is  faid  to  be 
already,  in  fome  degree,  under¬ 
taken.  This  is  no  lefs  than  the 
union  of  the  remote  and  inland 
Cafpian  Sea,  with  the  far  didant 
frozen  and  boundlefs  Northern. 
Ocean.  However  extraordinary 
this  fcheme  may  appear,  and  how¬ 
ever  difficult  it  may  prove  in  the 
execution,  it  is  at  prelent  hoped, 
that  by  the  means  of  canals,  with 
the  junftion  of  feveral  navigable 
rivers,  it  will  not  be  found  im¬ 
practicable.  Ifitlhould  fucceed, 
it  will  undoubtedly  exhibit  the 
greated  monument  of  human  in- 
dudry,  and  the  mod  extraordinary 
inland  navigation,  that  has  ever 
been  knovvn. 

Great  pains  are  ufed,  and  no  ex- 
pence  or  encouragement  fpared,  to 
induce  foreigners  to  people  thofe 
vad  defarts  which  overfpread  a 
great  part  of  the  empire,  and 
which,  in  many  places,  require 
only  cultivation,  to  produce,  in  the 
greated  plenty,  every  thing  necef- 
fary  to  the  fubfidence  and  comfort 
of  mankind.  Thefe  means,  joined 

with 
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with  the  inducement  of  an  un¬ 
bounded  toleration  in  religious 
matters,  have  fucceeded  fo  happi¬ 
ly,  that  twelve  new  colonies,  com¬ 
prehending  above  6000  families, 
are  already  ed:ablifhed  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  Wolga.  In  order  to 
facilitate  the  commerce  and  com¬ 
munication  with  China,  and  to 
prevent  the  great  expences  attend¬ 
ing  caravans,  no  lefs  endeavours 
have  been  ufed,  to  form  a  cultivated 
trafl  along  the  courfe  of  the  road, 
through  thofe  wide  and  void  regions 
which  feparate  the  two  empires. 
Towns  and  villages  have  been  foun¬ 
ded  at  proper  diftances  for  this  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  as  a  rampart  at  the  head 
of  the  line,  feveral  colonies  of 
Poiifh  farmers  were  eftabli&ed  dur¬ 
ing  the  war,  in  the  country  im¬ 
mediately  adjoining  to  the  confines 
of  China.  As  thefe  poor  emi¬ 
grants,  whohad  efcaped  the  double 
horrors  of  war  and  oppreliion  in 
their  own  country,  were  liberally 
provided  with  ilock  and  all  ne- 
ceffaries,  and  began  to  take  the 
fweets  of  fecurity  in  perfon  and 
property y  the  new  fettlements  hou- 
ridied  accordingly,  until  the  rapa¬ 
city  of  the  Governors,  encouraged 
by  the  fuppofed  impunity  which 
their  diftance  from  the  feat  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  m^ans  they  pof- 
felTed  of  fuppreiling  information 
and  complaint, w'ould  afrbrd,chang- 
ed  the  pieafing  profpeft,  and  had 
■  nearly  accomplifhed  their  ruin. 
The  vigilance  of  government  has 
faved  the  poor  people  from  deflruc- 
tion.  A  rigorous  enquiry  is  com¬ 
menced  into  the  condud  of  their 
opprefTors ;  and  nobody  will  regret 
the  (everity  of  a  Ruhian  punifh- 
mcnt  upon  this  occahon. 

Some  fmali  difficulties  that  oc¬ 
curred,  as  to  fulfilling  a  part  of  the 
conditions  which  were  included  or 


fuppofed  in  the  late  treaty  of  peace 
between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte,  and 
which  particularly  related  to  the 
freedom  and  extent  of  navigation 
and  commerce  claimed  by  the 
former  in  the  Black  Sea,  the  Me- 
diterranean,and  tbepaffage through 
theDardanelles,  and  to  the  troubles 
excited  by  the  contend  ng  Khans  in 
the  Crimea,  only  indicated  in  a 
fmall  degree,  thofe  differences, 
which  finee  the  clofe  of  the  year 
have  rifen  to  a  confiderable  height, 
and  ftill  afford  room  for  apprehen- 
ficn  of  their  being  the  means  of 
renewing  the  troubles  between  the 
two  powers.  Thefe  will  of  courfe 
become  objefls  Cif  future  obferva- 
tion.  They  were  indeed  fo  little 
expefled  or  thought  of,  that  the 
Ambaffadors  on  both  Tides  quitted 
the  oppoiite  courts, with  everymark 
of  favour,  and  appearance  of  cor¬ 
dial  friendfhipj  and  a  great  Ruffian 
trading  houfe  was  ekablifhed  at 
Conftantinople, endowed  with  very 
confiderable  exclufive  privileges, 
and  under  the  immediate  patron¬ 
age  of  the  Eroprefs,  whofe  founda¬ 
tion  was  fixed  upon  that  commerce 
which  is  now  in  difpute. 

TheGrandDutchefs  .  , 

jT  T9  j'T*  1  "  pnl  2util» 

01  iKuiiia  having  un-  ^ 
fortunately  died,  without  the  feli¬ 
city  of  leaving  an  heir  to  inherit 
that  empire,  the  great  affair  of  the 
fucceffion  was  a  matter  of  too  much 
importance,  to  be  governed  or  li¬ 
mited  by  thofe  forms  which  prevail 
in  common  cafes  of  the  fame  nature. 
The  Grand  Duke  accordingly  paid 
a  vifit  to  the  court  of  Berlin  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  fummer,  where  he 
received  the  Princefs  of  Wirtern- 
bergh  as  a  bride  from  the  hands  of 
the  King  of  Pruffia.  The  marriage 
was  in  fome  time  after  , 

celebrated  with  the  ufual  ^  ’  7 

pomp 
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pomp  and  magnificence  at  Peterf- 
Dur^h. 

The  war  with  Perfia,  in  concur¬ 
rence  with  all  late  events  in  which 
the  Ottoman  power  and  fafety  are 
concerned,'  has  proved  unfortunate 
to  the  Porte.  The  ancient,  venera¬ 
ble,  once  great,  and  even  of  late 
confiderable  commercial  city  of 
BafTora,  after  a  fiege  of  more  than 

.  1  twelve  months,  vvas 

April  loui,  .  ,  11  j 

^  at  length  compelled, 

by  dint  of  ficknefs  and  famine,  to 
fubmit  to  the  Perfians.  The  de¬ 
fence  of  that  city  refled  upon  the 
government  of  Bagdad,  which,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  Perfia,  would 
have  been  fully  competent  to  the 
purpofe,  if  the  divifions  and  dif- 
orders  which  extend  through  that 
vaft  and  unw'ieldy  empire,  had  not 
rendered  all  its  parts  inefficacious. 
The  family  of  Omar  Pacha,  taking 
advantage  of  the  venality  and 
wcaknels  which  have  fo  long;  de- 

O 

graded  government  in  its  feat,  had 
for  feveral  years,  without  affuming 
the  title,  or  pretending  to  its  rights, 
in  reality  exercifed  all  the  powers 
of  fovereignty  in  the  extenfive  pro¬ 
vinces  which  compofe  the  im¬ 
portant  frontier  of  Bagdad.  The 
time  which  fliould  have  been  now- 
allotted  to  the  public  defence,  was 
applied  to  the  remedy  of  this  evil ; 
and  tiiat  not  being  eafily  com- 
pafTcd  by  force,  recourfe  was  had 
to  intrigue  ;  money  and  promifes 
had  thedefired  and  ufual  effed:  upon 
the  great  men  of  the  country,  and 
fo  powerful  a  party  was  formed 
againfl  the  unfortunate  Omar,  that 
his  head  with  his  vaft  treafures  were 
brought  in  triumph  to  Conflanti- 
nople.  Such  was  the  inglorious 
compenfation  which  the  Porte  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  lofs  of  BafTora. 

A  »ew  Eafha  who  fucceeded 


Omar,  having  neither  pow'er  nor 
influence  in  the  country,  was  ea- 
fily  defeated  by  the  Perfians,  at  the 
head  of  fuch  a  fmall  and  ill -formed 
force,  as  he  was  able  to  raife  for 
the  relief  of  that  city.  Though. 
BafTora  fubmitted  upon  compoli- 
tion,  the  PerTians  according  to  the 
barbarous  maxims  of  the  eaflera 
wc.ld,  were  guilty  of  great  ex- 
cefl'es  and  cruelties,  the  former  of 
which'  extended  even  to  the  chrldi- 
an  merchants,  w'ho  fulTered  confi- 
derably  upon  this  occafion.  This 
fuccefs  encouraged  Kerim  Khan, 
the  Regent  of  Perfia,  to  fend  a 
confiderable  army  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  brother,  againfl  the 
government  and  city  of  Bagdad, 
Here  his  hopes  were  effedually 
checked.  The  great  men  of  the 
country,  uniting  now  in  their  owa 
defence,  totally  routed  the  Per- 
fians  with  great  daughter. 

The  numerous  fons,  family,  and 
officers  of  the  unfortunate  Chiek 
Daher,  have  been  hunted  with  a 
rage  as  cruel  and  unremitting,  as 
the  avarice  which  principally^  ex¬ 
cited  the  purfuit  was  boundlefs. 
Unhappily  for  them,  the  taking  of 
new  treafures  from  time  to  time, 
have  kept  up  the  ardour  of  the 
chace,  and  it  will  probably  only- 
end  in  the  extermination  of  the 
whole  race.  It  would  feem  won¬ 
derful,  if  long  and  conftant  expe¬ 
rience  had  not  rendered  it  familiar, 
that  in  that  vad  extent  of  theglobe, 
through  every  part  of  which  the 
poffiefTion  of  riches  is,  with  ma¬ 
thematical  certainty,  attended  with 
inevitabledeftruflion,  and  yet,  that 
the  avidity  of  accumulating  wealth, 
is  at  lead  as  drong  in  thofe  re¬ 
gions  fo  unfriendly  to  pi;operty,  as 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

It  feerns  remarkable,  that  the 

mag- 
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magnificence,  fplendour,  and  even 
the  munificence  of  Prince  Repnin, 
during  his  embafTy  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  was  a  moll  grievous  eye- 
fore  to  the  Turks,  who  con  fid  ered 
it  as  a  kind  of  infult,  and  an  often- 
tatious  triumph  over  them,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  lofies  and  dif- 
graces  of  the  late  war.  This  jea- 
loufy  was  fo  prevalent,  particularly 
among  the  common  people,  that 
the  Grand  Vizir  was  obliged  to 
take  effedive  meafures,  to  prevent 
its  being  produdive  of  infult  or 
mifehief. 

Great  eifForts  have  been  nfed 
jfince  the  peace  to  reitore  and 
Rrengthen  the  Turkifli  marine, 
and  feveral  fhips  of  war  of  great 
force,  and  upon  a  new  conftrudion, 
have  this  year  been  launched  at 
Conllantinople.  Equal  pains  have 
been  taken  to  ftrengthen  the  for- 
treffes  on  the  Danube  and  Neifler, 
and  every  thing  of  late  tends  to 
ihew,  that  the  ilrongefl;  jealoufy 
prevails  with  refpecl  to  the  navi¬ 
gation,  and  the  greatefl  apprehen- 
fion  of  'the  power,  which  Rufija 
will  poiTefs  in  confequeece  of  it 
upon  the  Black  Sea.  It  can  fcarcely , 
however,  be  imagined,  that,  the 
Porte,  in  its  prefent  date,  will 
venture  upon  a  new  war  with'  Ruf- 
£a,  unlefs  encouraged  to  it.,  by  an 
alTurance  of  the  moil:  powerful  fup- 
port  on  the  fide  of  Europe. 

The  rtorthern  kingdoms  alFoid 


little  matter  for  obfervation  this 
year.  Sweden  continues  to  be  go¬ 
verned  with  great  moderation,  and 
apparently  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
thc'  people,  whilfl:  the  King  is 
equaliy  indufirious  and  fuccefsful, 
in  placing  it  in  a  moll  refpedable 
Hate,  with  refped  both  to  its  land 
and  naval  force.  As  this  feems  to 
be  an  sera,  when  the  opulence 
of  merchants  particularly  excites 
the  envy  and  avarice  of  Princes, 
who  not  content  with  the  power, 
would  become  univerfal  traders, 
and  monopolize  alfo  the  commerce 
of  the  earth,  the  Danifli  king  has 
fhewn  bis  approbation  of  fo  laud¬ 
able  a  fyfiem  of  regal  policy,  by  a- 
bolifhing  the  Guinea  Company, 
taking  all  their  affairs  into  his  own 
hands  and  appointing  a  few  of 
his  officers  to  manage  the  future 
traffic. 

The  fiates  of  Holland  have  re¬ 
newed  the  charter  of  their  Eafi: 
India  Company  upon  fuch  liberal 
terms,  as  might  be  expeded  in  a 
commercial  and  wife  common¬ 
wealth.  For  finding  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  had  of  late  fu.ffered  greatly, 
as  well  by  a  decline  of  commerce 
as  other  lofies,  they  accepted  the 
fum  of  two  millions  of  florins  for 
a  new  charter  for  thirty  years,  in- 
Head  of  three  millions,  which  they 
had  paid  for  the  former,  under  the 
fame  conditions,  and  for  a  like 
term^ 


C  HR 


C  H  R  O  N  I 


L  E. 


C 
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EING  new-year*s  day, 
was  obferved  at  court, 
and  elfewhere,  as  ufual.  [For  the 
Ode  performed  at  St.  James’s  on 
the  occafion,  pleafe  to  turn  to  our 
article  of  Poetry  for  this  year.] 

The  town  of  Norfolk,  the  befl: 
fea  -  port,  and  moft  flouriflling 
town,  in  Virginia,  was,  all  to  three 
houfes,  burnt  to  allies.  Shortly 
after  the  provincials  made  them- 
felves  makers  of  New-Providence, 
one  of  the  Bahama  ikands,  with  a 
fmall  fleet  of  fcven  fail,  which,  at 
their  return,  met  with  the  Glafgow 
man  of  war^  and  attacked  her.  But 
as  to  the  details  of  thefe  events, and 
others  of  the  fame  kind,  we  muk 
leave  them,  as  making  patt  of  tile 
unhappy  war  between  the  mother 
country  and  her  colonies,  to  the 
able  pen  which  favours  the  public 
with  the  hikorical  part  of  this  work, 
Mr.  Mellifli  contradled  with  the 
commilTioners  of  the  vidlualling 
office  for  looo  oxen,  at  33s.  lOd. 
per  hundred  weight  J  no  bad  cri¬ 
terion  of  the  price  of  fuch  provi- 
lions  at  this  time. 

An  ordinance  was  publiflied  at 
Paris,  granting  ageneral  pardon  to 
all  deferters,  by  which  it  was  com¬ 
puted  that  upwards  of  20,000  men 
would  return  to  the  fervice  ;  and 
likewife  decreeing,  that  deferters 
lliall  not  for  the  future  bepunilhed 
with  death,  but  be  fent  to  work  at 
the  fortifications  for  a  longer  term 
VoL.  XIX. 


than  their  engagement  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  fervice. 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Paris y  of 
this  'date. 

We  learn  from  Vienna,  in 
Uauphiny,  that,  notwithkanding 
the  difcovery  which  had  been  made, 
at  a  fmall  dikance  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  town,  in  1773,  of  a  valuable 
piece  of  antique  Mofaic,  they  had 
difcontinued  their  refearches  after 
thefe  monuments  of  antiquity,  till 
the  Angular  patronage  given  to  the 
arts,  by  the  governor  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  had  determined  Monfleur 
Schneider,  painter,  and  profeflbr  in 
the  fchool  of  drawing,  at  the  Royal 
College  in  that  town,  to  continue 
his  refearches  in  the  fame  fpot 
where  the  firk  piece  of  Mofaic  was 
found.  By  the  labours  of  this  ar- 
tik  wete  found  many  pieces  of  mar* 
ble,  curious  both  for  their  fize  and 
fculpture  ;  and  a  piece  of  Mofaic 
was  difcovered,  larger  and  more 
variegated  than  the  former.  This 
pavement  is  thirty-foatr  feet  in 
length, and  twenty-four  in  breadth. 
In  the  middle  is  a  tablet,  on  which 
are  three  female  figures,  one  half 
naked,  who  appear  greatly  terri¬ 
fied,  and  as  if  flying  from  a  foldier, 
armed  with  a  lance,  who  is  in  pur- 
fui't  of  them.  Above  this  tablet 
is  a  rampart,  on  w'hich  is  a  tent, 
and  two  other  warriors,  one  of 
whom  feems  to  be  giving  orders 
for  flopping  the  women,  and  the 
other  founding  a  trumpet.  Thefe 
figures,  which  are  of  the  natural 
[//] 
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£ze,  are  in  the  Grecian  drefs. 
Above  the  tablet  are  five  medali- 
ons  ;  one  reprefenting  the  head  of 
Medufa  ;  and  the  others,  the  four 
feafons,  with  their  particular  at¬ 
tributes.  The  red  of  this  rich 
pavement  confifls  of  twenty-fix 
compartments,  alternately  fquare 
and  round.  The  whole  is 'bounded 
by  a  border  of  exquifite  tafle  and 
workmanfhip. 

Mr,  Schneider,  by  a  contrivance 
of  his  own,  raifed  this  Mofaic 
without  injuring  it,  and  fent  it  to 
the  college,  where  it  remains  a 
precious  monument  to  all  the  lov¬ 
ers  of  the  fine  arts. 

In  purfuing  his  refearches,  with 
an  ardor  increafed  by  fuccefs,  he 
has  difcovered  a  fecond  pavement 
in  white  Roman  Maftic,  inter- 
fperfed  with  fragments  of  the  moll 
uncommon  marbles,  fcattered,  as 
it  were,  by  chance  ;  the  whole  po- 
liflied,  producing  a  beautiful  ef- 
fefl,  and  forming  a  very  hard  body. 
Some  of  this  kind  of  marble  has 
likewife  been  depofited  in  the  fame 
college.  The  analytical  decom- 
pofition  of  this  factitious  marble 
might  prove  very  ufeful  to  our  mo¬ 
dern  workers  in  llucco.” 

In  confequence  of  the  pregnancy 
of  the  firft  and  favourite  fultanefs 
of  the  Grand  Signicr,  which  was 
lately  notified  in  form.  His  High- 
nefs  granted  permifiion  to  the 
Chriftians  throughout  his  domi¬ 
nions,  to  repair  fuch  of  their 
churches  as  might  have  fulTcred  by 
the  ruins  of  time.  Thankfully 
availing  themfelves  of  this  per¬ 
mifiion,  the  Chriftians  worked 
night  and  day  for  the  reftoration 
of  their  places  of  worfhip.  One 
of  the  T urkifh  emirs,  however, 
viewing  this  privilege  with  a  jea- 
lons  eye,  employed  every  artifice 
to  infiigate  the  people  to  revolt ; 


infomuch  that  the  fultan  found 
himfelf  at  length  conllrained  by 
policy,  to  revoke  the  permifiion  he 
had  given  to  the  Chriftians,  and 
to  ilTue  an  order,  that  fuch  of  their 
religious  edifices  as  had  been  re¬ 
paired,  ftiould  be  inftantly  demo- 
liihed.  By  this  event,  not  only 
Chriftianity  muft  fufter  fome  decay 
in  the  Turkifti  dominions;  but 
many  beautiful  reliques  of  ancient 
architedlure,  upheld  by  Chriftian 
piety,  may  perifh  paft  the  pofiibi- 
lity  of  being  retrieved. 

The  lottery  finifireddraw-  , 
ing  at  GuildhalL  ^  * 

Being  Twelfrh-day,  the 
lord  -  chamberlain  of  the 
king’s  houlhold,  in  the  abfence  of 
his  Majefty,  made  the  ufual  oft'er- 
ing  at  the  altar,  of  frankincenfe, 
myrrh,  &c.  and  alfo  a  purfe  of 
gold,  to  be  diftributed  among  the 
poor. 

Began,  attended  with  an 
high  eafterly  wind,  one  of  ^ 
the  greateft  falls  of  fnovv  that  has 
happened  in  England  in  the  me¬ 
mory  of  man  ;  and  it  was  followed 
by  fo  intenfe  a  froft,  that  the 
barometers,  at  times,  funk  two  or 
three  degrees  lower  than  it  did  in 
the  great  froft  which  began  during 
the  laft  days  of  1739,  and  con¬ 
tinued  about  three  months  in  1740; 
and,  by  the  i6th,  the  Thames  was 
entirely  frozen  over  at  Mortlake. 
Nor  was  this  inclemency  of  the 
weather  confined  to  our  ifiand. 
The  Sound  itfelf,  that  vaft  body 
of  water  which  feparates  Denmark 
from  Sweden,  was  frozen  over  as 
hard  as  during  the  above  great  froft; 
fo  that  even  heavy-laden  fledges 
crofied  it  with  fafety.  On  the  2d 
of  February,  here  in  England  at 
leaft,  the  wind,  which  had  con¬ 
tinued  eafterly  from  the  beginning 
of  this  vifitation,  turned  to  the 

fouth. 
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fouth,  and  gave  every  thing  a  dif¬ 
ferent  appearance. 

The  many  and  great  inconveni- 
enciesand  evils  ufuai  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  in  a  country  like  this,  where 
they  are  feldom  felt,  and  of  courfe 
little  provided  againft,  it  would  be 
unneceliary  to  dwell  upon  ;  fuch 
as  fnow-drowned  fields,  obftruiled 
roads,  ftoppage  of  handicraft  la¬ 
bour  ;  and  their  natural  confe- 
quences  ;  and  perhaps,  confidering 
the  humanity  which  now  univer- 
fally  prevails,  it  might  be  equally 
unneceliary  to  enlarge  upon  the  re¬ 
lief  afforded  by  thole  in  rich,  and 
even  eafy,  circumftances,  to  their 
fuffering  brethren.  Their  Ma- 
jelties  behaved  on  the  occafion 
with  their  ufuai  benevolence;  as 
did  likewife  many  corporate  bodies 
and  individuals  ;  particularly  the 
city  of  London,  and  the  nobility 
and  gentry  throughout  England,  as 
.  well  on  their  eflates,  as  in  the 
places  of  their  refidence;  and,  to 
crown  all,  their  affiftance  was  given 
moftly  in  kind  ;  that  is,  in  bread, 
broth  and  coals;  by  which  means, 
the  profligate  and  the  inconfideraie 
were,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevent¬ 
ed  from  making  any  improper  ufe 
of  it. 

On  this  occafion  we  would  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  our  readers 
the  perufal  of  accounts  of  fome 
perfons  who  lived  a  long  time  in  a 
houfe  buried  by  a  Aide  of  fnow,  or 
valanza,  from  a  neighbouring ffeep 
mountain,  which  he  may  find  in 
our  Firlt  Volume,  p.  297  ;  and  in 
our  Eighth,  p.  85  ;  as  likewife  that 
of  an  article  relating  to  heat  and 
cold  ;  and  another,  concerning  the 
frefhnefs  of  ice-water  obtained  from 
falt-water;  both  in  the  fecond  part 
of  our  prelent  volume. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  following 
particulars  relating  to  the  great frolt. 


in  1739  and  1740  may  not  be  unen¬ 
tertaining.  It  began  on  the  24th 
day  of  December  ;  the  day  after 
it  was  very  fharp,  the  wind  blow¬ 
ing  north-eaft,  and  continuing  fo 
till  the  29th,  when  it  changed  a 
little  to  the  fouth  ward  of  the  eaft, 
about  ealLfouch-eail:,  and  blew 
hard  ;  the  cold  was  then  very  fe- 
vere;  water  thrown  up,  fell  down 
in  ice  ;  and  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  fell  to  25  degrees  be¬ 
low  the  freezing  point.  On  the 
30th,  the  cold  liill  increafing,  it 
fell  to  32,  which  was’^lower  than 
ever  it  had  been  remembered  ia 
England.  On  the  311!,  towards 
the  evening,  the  wind  being  much 
abated,  the  fet^erity  of,  the  froif 
was  not  fo  great  ;  and  there  was 
fome  appearance  of  a  thaw  on  the 
ift  and  2d  of  January  ;  but  on  the 
3d,  in  the  evening,  the  froft  let  in 
again,  with  greater  violence  than 
ever  ;  and  on  the  4th,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  mercury  fell  'one  degree 
lower  than  it  had  been  before, 
when  there  was  an  uncommon 
great  hoar,  and  the  air  was  fo  fharp 
and  penetrating,  as  to  render  it 
difficult  for  ftrong  perfons  to  endure 
the  cold  ;  and  vegetables  in  gene¬ 
ral  fulFered  prodigioufly. 

The  river  Stour,  which 
runs  through  Canterbury, 
was  fo  fwelled  by  the  heavy  rains 
that  fell  for  three  preceding  days, 
that  the  llreets  contiguous  to  the 
river  Vv/ere  one  continued  torrent, 
and  moft  of  the  houfes  filled  to  the 
height  of  four  feet.  Nothing  could 
equal  thedillrefs  and  confufion  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  deluge,  but  the 
readiaefs  of  the  inhabitants  whom 
it  did  not  affieefb,  particularly  tha 
two  members,  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor  fufferers. 

A  young  fellow  was  fhot  dead  in 
attempting  to  rob  the  Norwich 
[ffj  2  coach^ 
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coach,  near  Newmarket.  He  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  fon  of  an  inn¬ 
keeper,  who  had  run  through  a 
confiderable  fortune,  and  was  dri¬ 
ven  to  neceffity. 

About  one  this  morning,  a 
man  who  lived  in.  that  part  of  Pa¬ 
ris, called  le  PalaiSywhere  the  courts 
of  juftice  are  kept,  having  the  mif- 
fortune  to  fall  afleep,  with  a  chauf- 
frette,  or  fmall  pot  with  charcoal 
burning  in  it,  ufed  by  women  there 
to  keep  themfelves  warm  in  cold 
weather ;  the  fire  communicated 
itfelf  to  her  cloaths^  immediately 
fiified  herj  and  then  fpread  infen- 
fiblyj  till  one  of  the  office-keepers, 
awakened  by  the  fmoke,  gave  the 
alarm  through  the  palace  ;-:-but 
too  late  for  himfelf,  for  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fire  became  now  fo  ra¬ 
pid,  that  he  was  fvvallowed  up  in 
the  flames.  It  then  caught  the  pri- 
fon  of  the  Conciergerie,  and  ex¬ 
tended  itfelf  to  the  fhopkeepers 
hall;  by  which,  there  being  a  com¬ 
munication  from  the  great  chamber 
to  the  holy  chapel,  the  conflagra¬ 
tion  became  general. 

The  flrfl  object  of  attention  was 
to  remove  the  prifoners  into  places 
of  fafety  ;  butj  in  the  firll  moments 
of  terror,  fome  of  the  criminals 
had  addrcfs  enough  toefcape.  The 
firemen,  the  French  guards,  the 
city  guards,  horfeand  foot/and  all 
the  orders  of  Mendicant  friars,  af- 
fembled  to  affift:  in  extinguifhing 
the  flames  ;  but,  notwithiianding 
all  their  endeavours,  part  of  the 
Conciergerie  was  deflroyed,  and 
the  fire  caught  the  court  of  Aids. 
Many  of  the  public  offices  were 
burntj  and  feveral  toy-fhops,  with 
all  their  flock,  entirely  confumed. 
A  Capuchin  friar,  and  another 
perfon,  were  loft  by  the  fuddea 
falling  of  a  great  beam.  This  fire 
tvas  not  got  under  till  noon  5  but 


time  enough  to  fave  the  firfl;cham> 
ber  of  the  court  of  Aids,  the  holy 
chapel,  the  treafury,  and  the  de- 
pofitory  of  the  regifters  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  with  the  greatefl  difficulty. 
The  king^s  lofs,  on  this  occafion^ 
was  computed  at  two  millions  of 
livres  ;  that  of  the  court  of  Aids  at 
two  hundred  thoufand  ;  and  that 
of  individuals,  at  much  about  the 
fame  fum.  His  majefty  fent  the 
private  fufferers  a  thoufand  louis 
d’ors  ;  the  queen,  two  hundred  5 
and  many  of  the  richer  inhabitants 
of  Paris  contributed,  likewife,  very 
liberally  to  their  relief; 

Notwithftanding  the  feverity  of 
the  weather,  his  Majefty  reviewed, 
on  Giapham  Common  j  the  firft  and 
fecond  battalions  of  foot,  lately  ar¬ 
rived  from  Gibraltar;  after  which 
they  were  ordered  to  prepare  im¬ 
mediately  to  embark  for  America. 

Came  on  at  St.  Margaret’s  Kill, 
Southwark,  the  trial  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  rioter  at  a  riot  at  Vauxhal!, 
on  the  lafl;  night  of  the  laft;  feafon> 
when,  after  a  trial  of  feven  hours, 
he  was  fined,  and  obliged  to  give 
fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
two  years.  The  fine  was  paid  m 
court. 

This  night  the  wind  blew  , 
fo  hard  at  eaftj  ''that  the 
tide  ran  up  the  river  at  the  rate  of 
fix  miles  an  hour ;  and  feveral  vef- 
fels  were  driven  from  their  moor- 
ines  by  its  violence. 

O  » 

At  about  three  o’clock  , 
in  the  afternoon,  her  Royal  ^ 
Highnefs  the  Duchefs  of  Glou- 
eefter  was  fafely  delivered  of  a 
prince,  in  the  Teodole  palace  at 
Rome  ;  their  Royal  Highnefles 
houfhold  and  fome  Englilh  gentle¬ 
men  were  prefen t,  as  witneiTes  to 
teftify  the  event ;  and  on  Monday 
the  1 2th  of  February,  the  new¬ 
born  prince  was  baptized  by  the 

Rev. 
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Kev.  Mr.  Salter,  and  called  Wil¬ 
liam  Frederick,  in  the  prefence  of 
all  the  Englifli  gentlemen  then  at 
Rome.  The  Duke  and  Duchefs  of 
Saxe-Gotha,  and  the  Margrave  of 
Anfpach  being  fponfors. 

Aboutthe  fame  time,  Archangelo 
Cafelletti,bookfeller,who  had  leave 
from  the  Duke  to  infcribe  to  him 
feme  dramatic  pieces,  was  banifhed 
that  capital,  for  having  omitted  the 
title  of  Royal,  after  that  of  High- 
nefs,  at  the  head  of  the  dedication. 

There  was  an  execution  at  Ty¬ 
burn  ;  and  another  on  the  17th; 
for  the  particulars  of  which  vve  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  readers  to  our  lail 
volume,  as  belonging  to  our  ac¬ 
count  of  the  laft  Old  Bailey  feFions, 
held  in  the  year  1775. 

Ended  the  feffions  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  which  began  on  the  10th, 
when  five  prifoners,  capitally  con- 
vidled,  received  fentence  of  death, 
viz,  two  for  highway  robbery  ; 
one  for  a  ftreet  robbery  ;  one  for 
houfebreaking  ;  one  for  a  bur¬ 
glary  ;  and  two  for  coining.  The 
two  laft  moved  in  arreft  of  judg¬ 
ment;  one  of  the  highway  robbers 
was  executed  the  1 9th of  F'ebruary  ; 
and  the  reft  were  refpited. 

V  It  appears,  by  letters  of 
^  *  this  date,  from  Naples,  that 

Mount  Vefuvius  had  at  laft,  after 
threatening  an  eruption  for  fome 
time,  actually  burft  an  opening 
about  half  way  up,  from  which  the 
lava  ran  at  firft  towards  Atrio  del 
Cavallo,  and  then  towards  Otta- 
jama,  but  fo  gently  as  not  to  do 
the  country  any  great  damage. 

,  In  a  piece,  intitled, 

20t.  1.  ancient  Teftimony 

and  Principles  of  the  People  called 
Quakers,  with  refpedl  to  King  and 
Government  and  touching  the 
Commotions  now  prevailing  in 
there(Penfylvania  andNew- Jerfey) 


and  other  Parts  of  America,”  ad- 
drefled  to  the  people  in  general, 
and  dated  at  Philadelphia  this  day, 
that  refpedlable  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity  profefs  their  juft  and  ne- 
ceftary  fubordination  to  the  king, 
and  thofe  who  are  lawfully  placed 
in  authority  under  him,  that  they 
may  live  a  peaceable  and  quiet 
life,  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty, 
under  the  government  which  has 
been  fet  over  them  by  God,  whofc 
peculiar  prerogative, they  fay,  it  is, 
for  caufes  beft  known  to  himfelf, 
to  fet  up  and  put  down  kings  and 
governments. 

Mr.  Dunning  having 
moved  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench  to  make  abfolute  a  rule 
for  a  mandamus,  to  replace  in  his 
office  the  clerk  of  the  parifh  of 
Hampftead,  who  had  been  dif- 
charged  by  the  redfor,  as  having 
adled  indecently,  in  giving  a  kifs 
to  a  bride,  to  whom  he  had  flood 
father,  as  foon  as  the  ceremony 
was  over,  the  court  declared  the 
clerk,  after  appointment,  a  fer- 
vant  to  the  parifh,  and  not  AiC» 
chargeable  at  the  pleafure  of  rec¬ 
tor  or  curate,  the  ofiice  being  of  a 
temporal,  not  an  ecclefiaftical  na¬ 
ture  ;  and  made  the  rule  abfolute* 

The  following  hand-bill 
was  delivered  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  houfes  of  parliament ; 

**  To  the  parliament  :  A  fuf- 
feringand  afflidted  people  mofthum- 
bly  and  folemnly  befeech  and  im¬ 
plore  every  member  of  parliament 
to  put  a  fpeedy  flop  to  the  further 
effufion  of  the  blood  of  our  Ameri¬ 
can  brethren  ;  that  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity  may  be  reftored  to  the  royal 
breaft,  and  glory,  commerce,  and 
felicity  to  the  whole  empire.” 

A  caufe  of  an  extraordinary  na¬ 
ture  came  on  in  the  court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  upon  a  bill  brought  by  an 

[//]  3  apothecary^ 
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apothecary  at  Bath,  againft  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  Huntingdonlhire,  for 
the  recovery  of  lool.  lent  to  the 
gentleman’s  wife.  The  merits 
were  briefly  as  follows  :  The  de¬ 
fendant,  in  pofieflion  of  about 
4000  1.  per  annum,  married  a  lady 
an  1757,  who  brought  him  20, oool. 
In  the  year  1 769,  being  in  a  very  ill 
ftate  of  health,  flie  was  advifed  by 
her  phyflcians  to  go  to  Bath.  The 
defendant  Ihewed  much  reluctance, 
raifed  feveral  objedlions  to  her  go¬ 
ing,  andfeemed  likewife  not  much 
pleafed  with  her  being  obliged  to 
life  his  new  chaife  ;  but  at  length 
he  confented,  gave  her  fifty 
pounds  to  defray  the  expences  ; 
and  afterwards  remitted  her  more 
money,  but  in  very  fmall  fums,  the 
greateft  remittance  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds  ;  fo  that  the  lady, 
notwithflanding  the  mofi:  frugal 
manner  of  living,  was  obliged  to 
exceed  her  allowance,  and  borrow 
lool.  of  the  plaintiff,  to  clear  her 
bills  before  fhe  could  leave  Bath, 
giving  him  a  draft  for  the  fame 
upon  her  hufoand.  The  only  ex¬ 
travagant  article  which  appeared 
againft  her,  was  half  a  guinea  for 
feme  mofs  rofes.  In  the  fummer 
after  her  return  fhe  grew  worfe, 
and  died.  The  plaintiff  then  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  defendant  in  town,  for 
payment,  but  was  told  to  feek  his 
remedy  at  law,  the  defendant  be¬ 
ing  determined  (without  compul- 
iion)  not  to  pay  a  fhilling.  But, 
upon  hearing  counfel  on  both  fides, 
the  court  decreed  payment  of  the 
money  with  full  cofls  of  fuit. 

,  A  late  pafloral  letter  from 
‘  the  fynod  of  New-York  and 
Philadelphia,  to  the  congregations 
throughout  America,  was  delivered 
at  the  doors  of  the  Houfes  of  Lords 
and  Commons. 
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A  placart  was  publifhed  at  Co¬ 
penhagen,  dated  the  15th  inflant, 
excluding  all  foreigners  from  em¬ 
ployments  in  the  Danifh  domi¬ 
nions,  except  thofe  who  were  or 
fhould  be  naturalized. 

The  Pope  lately  granted  ^ 
to  the  whole  chriflian  world, 
an  univerfal  jubilee,  w'hich  is  to 
lafl:  fix  months,  to  be  computed, 
in  the  different  countries,  from  the 
day  of  the  publication  of  the  bull 
in  them  ;  and  to  extend  to  thofe 
who  had  already  obtained  the  in- 
dulgencies  in  Rome  during  the 
courfe  of  the  lafl  year. 

The  following  extraordinary  af¬ 
fair  lately  happevied  at  Lilbon. 
A  poor  widow  came  feveral  times 
into  the  antichamber  of  the  court, 
and,  though  frequently  ordered 
to  retire,  conflantly  returned  the 
next  day,  faying,  fne  mufl:  fpeak  to 
the  king.  At  length  it  happened, 
that  feeing  his  majefly  pafs  by, 
fne  immediately  advanced  towards 
him,  prefented  him  with  a  calket, 
and  fpoke  to  him  as  follows :  ‘^Sire, 
behold  what  I  have  difeovered 
among-  the  rubbifh  of  fome  of  the 
buildings  ruined  by  the  great 
earthquake  in  1755.  I  am  a  poor 
widow,  and  have  fix  children. 
That  cafKet  would  relieve  me  from 
my  prefent  diflreffes,  but  I  prefer 
my  honour,  with  a  good  con- 
fcience,  to  all  the  treafures  in  the 
world.  I  deliver  this  to  your  ma- 
jefty,  as  the  moll  proper  perfoii 
to  reftore  it  to  its  lawful  poffeffor, 
and  to  reward  me  for  the  dif- 
covery The  king  immediately 
ordered  the  calket  to  be  opened, 
and  was  flruck  with  the  beauty  of 
the  jewels  which  it  contained  ; 
aft^r  which,  fpeaking  highly  in 
praife  of  the  widow’s  honefly  and 
difmtereflednefs,  he  affured  her  of 

his 
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liis  prote6lion,  and  immediately  or¬ 
dered  her  20,000  plahres  [3s.  yd. 
each].  His  majedy  farther  ordered, 
that  proper  enquiry  fhould  be  made 
after  the  real  proprietor  ;  and,  if  it 
Ihould  prove  fruitlels,  that  the 
jewels  fhould  be  fold,  and  the  pro¬ 
duce  appropriated  to  the  ufeot  the 
widow  and  her  children. 

A  new  print  of  M.  de  Voltaire 
has  lately  been  publifhed  at  Paris, 
with  the  following  lines  under  it, 
written  by  M.  Dorat  ; 

li  vlt  le  dernier  Slecle  expirer  chez 
Ninon, 

De  Virgile  a  trente  Ans  II  ceignit  la 
Couronne, 

Dss  Lauriers  de  Sophocle  il  orna  fon 
Autoinne, 

II  pare  fon  Hiver  des  Fleurs  d’ Ana¬ 
creon. 

Died,  the  15th  inftant,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Willis,  who  had  been 
married  to  four  hufbands,  and  had 
feventeen  children,  aged  105  years, 
in  Beech  Lane. 

The  i6th,  Mr.  Thomas  Wehon, 
the  celebrated  comedian  of  X)rury- 
Lane  Theatre. 

Mary  Coon,  aged  1 12  years,  at 
Weftborough,  in  Ireland. 

.  The  i8th  Mr.  John  Leach,  a 
jnafler  builder,  in  the  106th  year 
of  his  age.  He  retained  his  me¬ 
mory  to  the  laft. 

Not  many  years  airo  there  died, 
ip  the  neighbourhood  of  Feliiniog, 
in  Merionethfhire,  Wales,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  Lord  Lyttelton’s  works, 
an  honeft  Welch  farmer,  who  was 
105  years  of  age  :  by  his  firft  wife  he 
had  30  children  ;  by  his  fecond  10 ; 
by  his  third  4;  and  by  two  concu¬ 
bines  7.  His  youngeft  fon  was  8t 
years  younger  than  his  eldefl,  and 
8do  perfons,  defeended  from  his 
tody,  attended  his  funeral. 


FEBRUARY. 

A  proclamation  having 
been  this  day  iflued  by  the 
Lord-Lieutenantof  Ireland,  laying 
an  embargo,  for  an  unlimited  time, 
on  all  provifions  of  whatever  kind, 
except  to  Great-Britain,  and  the 
Britilh  dominions  not  in  rebellion, 
to  which  falted  beef,  pork,  bacon, 
and  butter  may  be  fent  by  per- 
million  of  an  Englilh  a£l  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  George  Ogle,  Efq;  pur- 
fuant  to  a  promife  made  by  him  in 
the  Houfeof  Commons  in  Ireland, 
where  the  force  of  fuch  a  procla¬ 
mation  was  warmly  debated,  foon 
after  palled  an  entry  in  the  cuftom- 
hoLife  of  Dublin  for  three  hundred 
barrels  of  beef,  to  be  (hipped  forth¬ 
with  in  aveffel  then  in  the  river  of 
that  city,  bound  for  Bourdeaux. 

A  clergyman,  who  this  af¬ 
ternoon  preached  a  charity 
fermon  at  a  church  in  the  city, 
during  his  difeourfe,  pulled  out  of 
his  pocket  a  news  paper,  and  read 
out  of  it  the  following  paragraph, 
viz.  ‘  On  Sunday  the  i8th  of 
January,  two  ponies  ran,  on  the 
Uxbridge  road,  20  miles  for  20 
guineas,  and  one  gained  it  by  about 
half  a  head  ;  both  ponies  riddea 
by  their  owners.’  Alfo  another 
paragraph  of  the  like  kind,  of  a 
raceon  the  Rumfordroad  on  a  Sun¬ 
day.  He  made  an  apology  for 
reading  part  of  a  news  paper  in  the 
pulpit,  faid  he  believed  it  was  the 
hnl:  inflance  of  the  kind,  and  he 
fincerely  wifhed  that  there  never 
might  beoccafion  for  the  like  again. 
He  then  pointed  out  the  heinous 
fin  of  Sabbath  breaking,  and  what 
a  fcandal  it  was  that  fuch  adions 
fhould  be  pradlifed  in  a  chrifHaii 
country  by  men  of  property,  who 
[//]  4  ought 
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ought  to  fet'S  good  example  to  the 
lower  clafs  of  people  ;  and  pafs  un« 
noticed  by  thofe  who  had  authority 
to  punidi  the  offenders  ;  he  added* 
that  fuch  wickednefs  would  have 
been  feverely  punifhed  by  Maho¬ 
metans ;  how  much  more  ought  it 
to  be  by  chriftian  magiftrates  1 
,  Came  on  in  the  court  of 
^  ’  King’s-Bench,  before  the 

B-ight  Hon.  Lord  Mansfield,  the 
trial  of  Benjamin  Ch  cl  fey,  for  wil¬ 
ful  and  corrupt  perjury  upon  the 
trial  of  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Beckford  and  Mr.  Calthorp, 
refpeding  the  Hindoo  eledion. 
Lord  Mansfield,  in  his  charge, 
remarked,  that  on  one  or  other 
fide  the  moft  impious  and  auda¬ 
cious  perjury  had  been  committed. 
His  Lordfhip,  however,  left  the 
jury  intirely  to  their  own  opinions, 
who,  after  withdrawing  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  brought  the 
defendant  in  guilty. 

Sir  Robert  Ainflie,  ap¬ 
pointed  ambaffador  at  Con- 
fiantinople,  took  leave  of  his  ma- 
jefly,  and  received  his  lafi  inftruc- 
tions. 

,  Was  decided  in  the  court 
*  of  Common  Pleas,  the  long 
contefied  caufe,  wherein  Mr.  Ra¬ 
fael,  an  Armenian  merchant,  late 
of  the  province  of  Owd,  in  the 
Eaft-Indies,  was  plaintiff,”  and 
H  arry  Verelft,  Efq;  late  Governor 
of  Bengal,  was  defendant.  The 
adion  was  brought  for  the  defen¬ 
dant’s  affaulting  and  imprifonirig 
the  plaintiff  in  the  Eail-Indies. 
Upon  the  trial  of  the  caufe  at 
Guildhall  in  the  fittings  after  lall: 
terna,  before  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Chief-juftice  De  Grey,  the  Jury 
found  a  verdid  for  the  plaintiff ; 
but,  as  objedions  were  raifed  by  the 
counfel  for  the  defendant,  that  ia 


point  of  law  (under  the  partlculas^ 
circumftances  of  the  cafe)  theadion 
would  not  lie  in  our  courts  of  law 
at  Weftminfter  againfl  him,  the 
jury  found  a  fpecial  verdid,  re- 
ferving  the  point  of  law  for  the 
determination  of  the  court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas ;  and,  in  cafe  the  court 
fnould  be  of  opinion  that  the  adion 
was  maintainable,  they  gave  the 
plaintiff  400QI.  damages.  The 
cafe  was  argued  on  the  9th  inflant 
in  the  court  of  Commons  Pleas  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant ;  and  this 
day  the  judges  delivered  their  opi¬ 
nions,  in  which  they  were  unani¬ 
mous,  that  the  adion  was  well 
fufiained,  and  of  courfe  decreed 
the  defendant  the  4000],  damages^ 
and  coils  of  fuit. 

At  a  general  court  of  the 
Turkey  company.  Lord  ^ 
North  was  unanimouily  chofen 
governor,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Radnor. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of 
King’s. bench,  before  Lord 
Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury  of  the 
county  of  Middleiex,  a  caufe  where¬ 
in  John  Potter  Harris,  Efq;  of  Bag- 
hurk,  was  plaintiff,  and  the  Rev, 
John  Craven,  of  Barton-Court, 
Berkfliire,  defendant,  for  criminal 
converfation  with  the  plaintiff’s 
wife;  when  the  jury,  after  going 
out  of  court  a  ihort  time,  brought 
in  a  verdid  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
3000I.  damages,  and  coils  of  fuit. 

A  caufe  was  tried  in  the  , 
court  of  King’s-bemch,  * 
Weilminiler,  before  Lord  Mans¬ 
field  and  a  fpecial  jury,  wherein 
Mr.  Towfey  of  Clement’s-Inn. 
was  plaintifi',  and  a  gentleman  of  the 
county  of  Worcefter,  defendant. 
The  caufe  was  brought  by  indid? 

meat 
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jment  agamfl:  the  fald  gentleman 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. on  a 
late  occafion.  After  a  hearing  of 
near  feven  hours,  the  judge  fum- 
med  up  the  evidence,  and  gave 
his  charge  to  the  jury,  who  with¬ 
drew,  and  in  half  an  hour  returned 
and  delivered  their  verdidl,  find¬ 
ing  the  defendant  guilty  of  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury.  He  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  firll 
day  of  next  term,  in  order  to  re¬ 
ceive  fentence.  Great  numbers  of 
perfons  of  dilHnftion,  and  feveral 
members  of  the  lower  afi'embly,  ap¬ 
peared  in  behalf  of  the  prifoner. 

Sir  Stephen  Theodore  Janfien 
having  fignified,  the  4th  inftant, 
his  intention  to  rcfign  the  office  of 
Chamberlain,  on  account  of  his 
bad  Hate  of  health,  the  eledion  of 
a  proper  perfon  to  fucceed  him 
came  on  this  day  at  Guildhall  ; 
the  candidates,  Mr.  Wilkes,  and 
Mr.  Hopkins,  alderman  of  Broad- 
ftreet  Ward  ;  when  the  fhew  of 
hands  appearing  in  favour  of  the 
former,  he  was  declared  duly  elec¬ 
ted.  But  Mr.  Hopkins,  not  con¬ 
tent  with  this  decifion,  demanded  a 
poll  ;  which  being  granted,  the 
number  of  votes  at  the  conclufion 
of  it  on  the  26th  appeared  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

For  Mr.  Hopkins  -  2887 

Mr.  Wilkes  -  2710 

Majority  for  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins  -  »  -  -  177 

upon  which  Mr.  Hopkins  was  de¬ 
clared  Chamberlain. 

The  total  number  of  pollers 
at  this  eledlion  was  .5597,  which 
is  1049  lefs  than  at  the  conteiled 
election  for  the  fame  office,  be¬ 
tween  Bofworth  and  Selwyn. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  have  been  Cham- 
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berlalns  from  the  Revolution  to  the 
prefent  year.  Upon  an  average 
each  enjoyed  the  office  nine  years, 

1688  Sir  Peter  Rich. 

1689  Sir  Leonard  Robinfon. 

1696  Sir  Thomas  Cuddon, 

1702  Sir  William  Fazakerley, 

1718  Sir  George  Ludlam. 

1727  Samuel  Robinfon,  Efq| 

1734  Sir  John  Bofworth, 

1751  Sir  Thomas  Harrifon. 

1765  Sir  Steph,  Theo.  JanfTen, 

Bart. 

1776  Berjjamin  Hopkins,  Efq; 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 
at  the  general  eledlionin  1761,  the 
number  of  the  livery  who  then 
voted,  amounted  to  5,797.  At 
the  general  eledlion  in  1768,  the 
number  amounted  ta 5,697.  And 
at  the  prefent  ele^ion  for  Cham¬ 
berlain,  the  amount  is  5,597;  fo 
that  in  the  three  ele£lions  here  al¬ 
luded  to,  there  has  been  a  regular 
and  gradual  decreafe  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  pollers. 

When  Mr.  Hopkins  had  been 
declared  duly  elefted,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
in  an  harangue,  in  which  he  paid 
his  ufual  compliments  to  corrupt¬ 
ing  minifters,  and  the  diredors  of 
the  Bank,  as  having  interfered  on 
the  occafion,  &c.  &c.  and  accufed 
the  latter  with  having  lent  govern¬ 
ment  eight  millions  of  money, 
without  the  confent  of  the  pro¬ 
prietary,  invited  the  livery  to  meet 
him  on  the  fame  fpot,  the  Mid- 
fummer-day  following,  to  aftert  the 
rights  of  a  free  election,  as  well  as 
their  own  dignity  and  importance. 
This  challenge  was  anfwered  in 
another  fpeech  by  Mr.  Hopkins; 
upon  which  the  friends  of  both  fub- 
fcribed  towards  the  expence  of  the 
conteft.  Alderman  Bull  fubfcribed 
one  hundred  pounds  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Wilkes;  and  twelve  Aider- 

men 
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men  fubfcribed  fifty  pounds  each 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  Before 
this  eledion  came  on,  a  court  of 
common-council  refolved,  that 
every  future  chamberlain,  ihould 
give  40,©ool.  fecurity  for  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  his  office ; 
and  voted  Sir  Stephen  Theodore 
JanfTen  the  thanks  of  the  city  for 
his  pall  fervices. 

^  His  Excellency  the  Count 

*  de  Guines,  the  French  am- 
balTador,  having  received  his  let¬ 
ters  of  recal,  took  leave  of  his  rna- 
jelly,  leaving  M.  Gamier  charge 
des  affaires  till  another  ambaffador 
arrives. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  four  convicts  receiv¬ 
ed  fentence  of  death,  two  of  whom 
fufferedonthe  12th  of  April  ;  viz. 
one  for  a  highway  robbery  ;  and 
the  other  for  houfe-breaking, 

,  By  a  letter  of  this  date 

*  from  York,  it  appears,  that 
counterfeit  guineasof  thedate  1775 
were  now  in  circulation,  and  fo 
well  executed  that  it  was  difficult 
to  diftinguiffi  them  from  the  real 
ones.  On  comparing  them  with 
the  latter  they  will  be  found  rather 
larger,  paler,  and  thinner,  and 
defedlive  in  the  milling.  In  the 
counterfeits  there  is  not  the  hollow 
between  the  forehead  and  the  nofe 
difcoverablein  the  realones.”  In  air 
they  weigh  6d,  above  the  ilandard, 
and  only  14s.  in  water. 

^  ,  A  defperate  attempt  was 
^  ^  ‘  made  by  the  felons  in 
Maidftone  gaol  to  efcape,  but  was 
happily  defeated  by  the  vigilance 
and  refolution  of  the  keeper. 
It  being  the  day  for  carrying 
fome  convicts  on  board  a  tranfport, 
the  felons  concluded  the  keeper 
himfelf  would  go  with  them  as 
ufual,  and  that  confequently  they 
fijouid  have  only  the  turnkey,  or 


fome  fervant  of  the  keeper’s  to  en¬ 
counter  with  ;  but  the  keeper 
having  reafon  to  fufpe^l  fome 
fchemes  were  on  foot,  prudently 
ftaid  at  home,  fending  his  turnkey 
with  proper  affiftants  to  put  the 
tranfports  on  [board.  Between 
four  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  juft 
before  the  time  of  locking  all  up, 
twenty-four  of  the  moft  daring  of 
the  felons,  having  found  means  to 
get  off  their  irons,  fuddenly  feized 
and  fecured  two  of  the  keeper’s 
men,  and  with  knives  at  their 
breafts  fwore  they  would  murder 
them  if  they  did  not  let  them  out, 
and  attempted  immediately  tomake 
towards  the  Fore-Gate,  but  could 
not  reach  it  before  the  keeper  had 
caught  the  alarm  and  appeared 
with  a  blunderbufs,  which  pre¬ 
vented  them  on  that  fide.  They 
then  changed  their  attack,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  make  way  through 
the  keeper’s  apartments,  fwearing 
they  were  determined  to  get  out 
or  die  in  the  attempt.  Here  the 
keeper  expoftulated  with  them 
again  and  again,  defiring  them  to 
defift,  and  retire  peaceably  ;  but 
all  to  no  purpofe  ;  they  ftiil  fwear¬ 
ing  they  would  one  and  ail  efcape, 
or  die  in  the  attempt.  The  keeper 
was  now  under  the  neceffity  of 
threatening  to  fire  upon  them,  if 
they  did  not  retire,  and,  on  their 
not  retiring,  fired  accordingly  a 
blunderbufs  loaded  with  fmall  fhot 
amongft  them,  and  wounded  three 
or  four  of  the  mofr  daring  (who  were 
charged  with  highway  robberies) 
in  the  legs.  Whereupon  finding, 
that  the  keeper  was  as  refolute  as 
themfelves,  and  that  he  had  alfo 
now  good  affiftance,  they  began  to 
retreat,  and  were  foon  maftered 
and  properly  fecured  without  far¬ 
ther  mifchief.  To  the  honour  of 
the  poor  debtors,  they  did  not  join 

with 
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with  the  felons  in  this  defperate 
attenipt. 

A  conunittee  of  Weft-India  plan¬ 
ters  and  merchants,  having  lately 
attended  Lord  George  Germaine 
and  Lord  North,  and  given  each 
a  feparate  memorial,  requelling, 
in  confequence  of  their  lordlhips’ 
inclinations,  publicly  declared  to 
aflift  and  relieve  the  fugar  colonies, 
that  the  dillillation  of  grain  fliould 
be  ftopt,  and  the  duties  on  rum 
lelTened,  with  a  view  of  increarmg 
the  confiimption  of  that  article, 
and  thereby  enabling  the  memo- 
rialifts  to  fupply  themfelves  with 
lumber,  now,  on  account  of  the 
troubles  in  America,  rifen  to  a 
moll  exorbitant  price,  each  of  their 
lordlhips  delivered  a  verbal  an- 
fwer,  amounting  in  the  whole,  that 
the  propofitions  cannot  at  prefent 
be  complied  with.  Probably  fuch 
compliance  might  be  looked  upon 
as  interfering  too  much  with  the 
hulbandry  of  the  mother  country. 

About  eleven  o’clock, 

•  while  the  piquet-guard 
was  off  duty,  a  terrible  mutiny  hap¬ 
pened  among  the  tranfports  and 
recruits  confined  in  the  Savoy  gaol, 
when  near  forty  found  means  to 
efcape,  by  breaking  through  a  back 
window  near  the  water-lide,  and 
getting  over  the  wall,  the  tide  being 
down,  to  the  craft  on  the  river.  A 
foldier  was  now  ordered  to  bid 
them  hop;  and,  on  their  refufal, 
to  fire.  The  orders  were  obeyed, 
and  on  his  killing  the  lall  of  them, 
the  reft  were  fecured. 

Lord  Vifeount  Pitt,  (fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Chatham)  lately  refigned 
his  commillion  as  enfign  in  the  47th 
regiment,  now  at  Bollon,  his  lord- 
ffiip  being  determined  not  to  ferve 
in  the  prefent  war  between  the 
BiOther  country  and  her  colonies. 


Two  Indian  chiefs,  who  or 
lately  arrived  in  town  from  ^ 
Canada,  were  introduced  to  his 
Majeily  at  St.  James’s  by  CoL 
Johnfon,  and  gracioufiy  receiv¬ 
ed. 

An  oak-tree  lately  cut  through 
on  the  ellate  of  Dennis  Rolle,  Elq; 
near  Great  Torrington,  in  Devon- 
ihire,  mcafured  in  the  body  thir¬ 
teen  feet  fix  inches  diameter:  two 
couple  danced  a  country-dance  on. 
the  furface,  the  fidler  Handing  in 
a  corner. 

Died,  the  6th  indant,  the  Rev, 
Evan  Lloyd,  A.  M.  Vicar  of  Lan- 
fair,  near  Pvuthim,  Denbighlhire, 
and  author  of  feveral  ingenious 
poetical  pieces. 

TheRev.  Mr.  Ziegenhagen,  up¬ 
wards  of  53  years  chaplain  of  hi* 
Majedy’s  German  chapel  at  St, 
James’s. 

The  19th,  Mrs.  Ellifon,in  Wed- 
gate,  Newcadle,  poffeffed  of  a  for¬ 
tune  of  181  ,oool. 

The  2 id,  Mr.  Movat,  furgeon, 
at  Langholm  in  the  diire  of  Dum¬ 
fries,  aged  136. 

The  22d,  Mr,  Jofeph  Collyer, 
tranflatqr  of  the  Meffiah  and  Noah 
from  the  German,  and  author  of 
feveral  ufeful  works,  in  Barns-row, 
Iflington. 

Mr.  William  Horfley,  aged  75, 
author  of  the  Periodical  Letter, 
entitled  The  Fool. 

Mr.  Livingdone,  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  Congrefs  at  New- 
York,  and  father-in-law  to  the  late 
General  Montgomery. 

John  Manners,  commonly  called 
My  Lord  Manners,  at  Dryfield,  in 
the  Ead-Riding  of  the  county  of 
York. 

David  Brian,  of  Tinncrane,  in 
Ireland,  aged  117. 


MARCH. 
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Being  St.  David’s  day, 

*  the  tutelar  Saint  of  Wales, 
the  ilewards  of  the  fociety  of  An¬ 
cient  Britons  waited  on  his  E.oyal 
Kighnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to 
compliment  him  on  the  occafion; 
when  he  v/as  pleafed  to  make  them 
a  prefent  of  loo  gqineas  towards 
the  fupport  of  that  ufeful  charity, 
for  the  education  of  poor  friend lefs 
W^elch  children,  in  London  :  and 
the  fum  of  464L  Jos.  2d,  was  col- 
jetfted  for  the  fame  laudable  pur- 
pofe,  at  their  yearly  dinner. 

A  peace  between  the  Eaft-India 
company  and  the  Marattoes,  on 
very  advantageous  terms  to  the 
former,  was  figned  atLoonan,  and 
proclaimed  at  Bombay  the  S2th 
following. 

,  Came  on  in  the  court  of 
^  *  King’s-bench  at  Guildhall, 
before  Lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  caufe  relative  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Piart  .fome  time  ago  to 
the  aldermarrlhip  of  Bridge  Ward, 
in  the  room  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Stephenfon,  when  the  jury,  after 
withdrawing  for  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  brought  in  a  verdict,  that 
Mr.  Hart  was  duly  eledled. 

About  nine  at  night,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  warehoufe  of  MefT.  Cox 
and  Bigg,  printers,  in  the  Savoy, 
juft  after  the  journeymen  had  left 
the  office.  And  notwithftanding 
every  poffible  effort  to  ftop  its  pro- 
grefs,  the  warehoufe,  the  printing- 
office,  and  the  dvvelling-houfes  of 
the  two  partners  were,  in  a  Ihort 
time,  confumed,  together  with  two 
warehoufes  filled  with  books  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Cadell,  and  Mr. 
Elm  fly,  of  the  Strand,  and  feveral 
contiguous  buildings.  It  was  with 
the  uimoft  difficulty  that  the  two 
German  chapels  were  faved. 


3^- 


There  were  no  lefs  than  feven 
parties,  from  fo  many  different 
ftates,  lately  recruiting  in  Ham¬ 
burgh.  The  lianoverians  had  the 
greateft  fuccefs,  as  they  enlified 
men  of  every  country,  provided 
they  were  fizeable,  and  net  too 
old  ;  and  gave  a  large  bounty. 

By  a  letter  from  Naples  of 
the  5th  inflant,  it  appears, 
that  the  Free-Mafons  there,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  frequent  a  lodge  near 
Cape  Detnonie,  notwithftanding 
the  publication  of  an  edidl  which 
prohibited  them  from  holding  clan- 
deftine  affemblies ;  the  government 
being  informed  thereof,  caufed  the 
lodge  to  be  furrounded  this  day,_ 
and  all  who  weie  there  to  be  ar- 
refted  and  put  in  prifon. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons 
having  thought  proper  to 
addrefs  his  Majefty  relative  to 
cloathing  the  foreign  troops  in 
Britifti  pay,  with  the  manufadlures 
of  Great  Britain;  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  anfv/er,  that  being  al¬ 
ways  defirous  to  give  every  encou¬ 
ragement  in  his  power  to  the  ma- 
nufadtures  of  Great  Britain,  he  will 
ufe  his  endeavours,  as  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  faid  addrefs. 

Juft  after  two  men,  convitfed 
of  robbery,  in  Dublin,  and  or¬ 
dered  for  execution,  had  received 
the  facrament  from  the  ordinary, 
who  in  the  moft  folemn  manner 
declared  their  innocence,  but  were 
about  to  be  pinioned,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  their  execution,  two  other 
criminals,  confined  for  ftreet-rob- 
bery,  declared  themfelves  to  be 
the  perfons  who  adiually  committed 
the  fadl  for  which  thofe  innocent 
fnen  were  going  to  fuffer.  Upon 
this,  the  Sheriffs  waited  on  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the  circum- 
liances  being  made  known  to  his 

Excellency,^^ 
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Excellency,  a  refpite  was  immedi¬ 
ately  granted. 

The  fubje^^s  for  the  prize  medals 
left  by  the  late  Sir  William  Browne, 
for  the  prefent  year,  are:  For  the 
Odes,  Belliifn  Americanum,  For  the 
Epigrams,  Ineft  fua  Gratia  Par^'is. 
The  Epigram  prize  medal  was 
not  difpofed  of  laii  year ;  two 
therefore  will  be  given  the  prefent 
year,  if  any  Epigrams  appear  to 
deferve  them. 

The  two  gold  medals  given  an¬ 
nually  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
Chancellor  of  the  Univerlity  of 
Cambridge,  for  the  encouragement 
of  claffical  learning,  are  this  year 
adjudged  to  Mr.  Fofter,  A.  B.  of 
St.  John’s  College,  and  Mr.  Wake¬ 
field,  A.  B.  of  Jefus  College. 

,  Adr.  Alderman  Oliver 

^  ‘  having  moved  the  Hoitfe  of 

Commons,  that  the  refolution  of 
the  8th  of  May,  ordering  the  attor- 
ney-general  to  profecute  Richard 
Beckfordj  Efq  ;  for  employing  an 
agent  to  endeavour  to  bribe  and 
corrupt  certain  voters  of  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Hindoo,  be  refeinded  ; 
he  was  warmly  fupported  by  Pvlr. 
Dunning,  and  oppofed  by  Sir 
George  Young  and  Mr.  George 
Grenville,  But,  the  queilion  be¬ 
ing  at  length  put,  it  paffed  in  the 
negative  without  adivifion. 

T  he  colleP:e  of  commerce  of  8  we- 

O 

den  has  fent  circular  letters  to  all 
the  minilfers  and  confuls  of  that 
kingdom  redding  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  defiring  them  to  tranfmit  an 
€xa«Sl  lift  of  all  the  Swedilh  mer¬ 
chants,  traders,  and  artifts,  who 
are  fettled  at  their  refpeftive  places, 
in  order  to  find  out  the  motives  that 
induced  them  to  quit  their  native 
country,  and  endeavour  to  prevent 
fuch  emigration-g  for  the  future;  a 
thing,  which  it  is  improbable  they 
ihould  ever  be  able  to  effedl,  till 


they  can  change  their  foil  an'd  cli¬ 
mate,  and  have  reformed  their  con- 
ftitution.  ^ 

The  anniverfary  fermon  , 
to  recommend  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  fociety  for  the  recovery 
of  drowned  perfons  was  preached 
at  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  by  Dr. 
Dodd,  to  a  very  numerous  congre¬ 
gation.  Twelve  of  the  perfons 
who  had  been  recovered  through 
the  means  of  this  inftitution  at¬ 
tended,  among  whom  was  an  eK 
derly  man  who  had  been  fifcy- 
five  minutes  under  water.  [The 
reader  will  find  a  full  account  of 
this  ufeful  inftitution,  and  the  pro- 
peireft  methods  to  recover  perfons 
in  fimilar  circumftances,  in  our  laft 
volume.] 

A  caufe  between  Alderman 
Newnham  and  the  churchwardens 
of  the  parifh  in  which  he  lives,  has 
been  lately  decided  in  favour  of 
the  latter.  The  objedt  of  litiga¬ 
tion  was,  whether  Mr,  Newnham, 
as  an  alderman  of  the  city,  was 
compellable  to  ferve  the  office  of 
churchwarden,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected,  but  refufed  to  ferve, 
upon  a  fuppofition  that  he  was 
legally  exempted  from  the  duties 
of  it  by  his  rnagifterlal  character  ; 
and  the  court  of  aldermen  advifed 
him  to  try  the  point.  But  it  now 
appears,  that  no  gentleman,  bc- 
caufe  he  chufes  to  fill  an  employ¬ 
ment  of  honour,  is  to  be  difeharged 
from  his  parochial  obligations, 
wherever  he  may  be  an  inhabi¬ 
tant. 

One  day  laft  week,  as  one  Kin- 
chey,  a  private  foldier  in  the 
guards,  who  flung  up  his  pay  in 
order  to  be  permitted  to  follow  his 
own  bufinefs,  was  lamenting  his 
hard  fate  in  drawing  a  lot  to  go 
to  America,  and  being  thereby 
obliged  to  leave  his  wife  and  chil- 
5  dren 
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dren  to  the  parifh  ;  Henry  Francis, 
a  comrade  of  his,  who  happened 
to 'be  Handing  by,  went  directly, 
without  faying  any  thing  to  him, 
to  the  commanding  officer,  to 
whom  he  painted  the  poor  fellow’s 
dillrefs  in  the  bed:  manner  he  was 
able,  and  added,  that  as  he  him- 
felf  was  a  fingle  man,  and  free 
from  any  incumbrance,  he  was 
very  willing  to  go  in  his  place. 
The  officer,  pleafed  with  the  man’s 
generofity  and  fpirit,  accepted  his 
offer,  tola  him  he  was  a  brave  fel¬ 
low,  and,  giving  him  half  a  crown 
to  drink  his  majefty’s  health,  pro- 
mifed  to  be  his  friend, 

,  Two  ffiip  loads  of  da- 
*  maged  oats,  that  had  been 
fpoiled  by  long  keeping,  were  fold 
at  the  Hermitage  for  4s.  6d.  per 
quarter,  On  this  occafion  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that 
by  an  a£l  of  the  n  th  of  George  II. 
any  perfon  or  perfons  keeping  a 
quantity  of  grain  of  any  kind  on 
board  any  ffiip,  veffel,  lighter,  &c. 
on  the  river  Thames  beyond  the 
time  prefcribed  for  clearance  at 
the  cudom-houfe,  ffiall  forfeit  ffidp 
and  cargo  to  the  confervator  of  the 
faid  river. 

,  Meffrs.  Rumbold  and 
^  ’  Sykes,  the  late  fitting  mem¬ 

bers  for  Hindon,  in  Wilts,  were 
found  guilty  of  bribery  at  the  laft 
cledlion,  at  the  profecution  of  the 
attorney-general,  by  order  of  the 
Houfeof  Commons, 

In  a  court  of  common-council,  a 
motion  being  made  and  carried  by 
a  great  majority,  “  that  the  thanks 
of  this  court  be  given  to  Dr.  Price, 
for  his  excellent  pamphlet  on  civil 
liberty,  juft  publiffied ;  and  alfo, 
that  the  freedom  of  this  city  be 
prefented  to  him  in  agoldbox  of  the 
value  of  50I.”  both  were  foon  after 
done  :  when  the  do^dor  wrote  Mr. 
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Rix,  the  town  clerk,  the  following 
letter,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
entered  in  the  city  journals. 
‘SIR, 

‘  I  requeft  the  favour  of  you  to 
convey  to  the  lord-mayor,  the  al¬ 
dermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common-council  af- 
fembled,  my  warmed:  acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  the  very  condefcending 
refolution  of  thanks,  with  which 
they  have  honoured  my  Obfer- 
vations  on  Civil  Liberty.  Thofe 
Obfervations  were  written  with  no 
other  intention,  than  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  liberty  and  julHce,  and  to 
remind  this  country  of  the  dreadful 
danger  of  its  prefent  fituation  ;  the 
tefiimony  of  approbation,  which 
they  have  received  from  a  body 
fo  refpeflable,  annually  elected  by 
the  firft  city  in  the  world,  and  fo 
diflinguiffied  for  giving  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  liber¬ 
ty,  will,  it  may  be  hoped,  lead  the 
public  to  fix  their  views  more  on 
fuch  meafures  as  ffiall  fave  a  fink¬ 
ing  conllitution,  and  preferve  us 
from  impending  calamities. 

‘  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  refpedt, 

‘  Your’s,  &c. 

‘  Richard  Price.’ 

A  proper  explanation  between, 
the  Pope  and  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
which  had  till  now  retarded  the 
abolition  of  the  order  of  Jefuits  in 
the  Piuffian  dominions,  has  at 
length  taken  place,  the  court  of 
Berlin  having  made  the  following 
declaration.  “  His  Prufiian  ma- 
jefty  would  by  no  means  renounce 
his  own  interefi,  but  combine  it 
with  that  of  the  Pope,  and  meant 
by  fuffering  the  Jefuits  to  refide 
in  his  dominions,  not  to  permit  tiie 
exiftence  of  the  fociety,  but  the 
utility  of  its  members.  The  moil 
important  objedl  of  a  fovereign, 
has  always  been  public  education. 

In 
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In  a  ftate  like  Pruflia,  where  there 
,  are  fo  many  different  fedls  and  re¬ 
ligions-,  education  muft'be  various, 
and  the  inftrudlion  of  a  million  and 
!  a  half  of  catholics,  which  are  in 
different  parts  of  Pruffia,  is  no 
Imall  concern.  I'kis  agreed  to, 
and  the  fociety  abolifhed,  his  ma- 
jefty  will  not  abolifh  the  fundions 
they  filled,  which  were  the  inflruc- 
tion  of  youth  in  religion  and  the 
catholic  theology.  Thefe  are  the 
only  fundlions  which  his  majeify 
will  permit  them  to  continue, 
which  appears  evident  from  his 
declaration,  that  it  was  indifferent 
to  him  whether  they  changed  their 
name  of  Jefuits,  their  habits,  their 
vows,  and  all  their  interior  rules, 
if  their  fundions  were  left  them.’* 

,  The  king’s  troops  eva- 

*  cuated  Boflon. 

A  gentleman  lately  deceafed  has 
left  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  one 
hundred  and  fixty  pounds  per  an¬ 
num,  to  be  given  to  a  perfon  who 
Jfhall  preach  eight  fermons  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  againft  diffen- 
^ers  or  heretics.  The  preacher  is 
not  to  receive  the  money  till  he  has 
delivered  a  copy  of  the  fermons  to 
the  head  of  each  houfe.  No  perfon 
can  be  appointed  twice,  nor  any 
perfon  who  is  not  at  leaft  A.  M. 
of  either  of  the  Englifh  Univer- 
fities,  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 

,  Some  detachments  from 

*  the  three  regiments  of  foot 
guards  deftined  for  America,  were 
reviewed  by  his  majefly,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg,and  attended  by  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Northumberland,  and 
many  officers  and  other  perfons  of 
great  diftinflion,  as  alfo  one  of  the 
Indian  chiefs,  who  was  habited  in 
the  drefs  of  his  country,  over  an 
Engliffi  fuit  of  clothes.  He  wore 
an  enfign’s  bread-plate  ;  carried  a 
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war  hatchet  in  his  hand,  and  his 
fice  was  painted  as  with  dreaks  of 
blood.  Both  officers  and  men  gave 
great  fatisfadlion  on  the  occafion  ; 
both  wore  the  fame  uniform,  with, 
their  hair  dreffed  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  which  they  are  to  continue  to 
do  abroad,  that  they  may  not  b« 
diftinguiffied  by  the  riflemen,  who 
aim  particularly  at  the  officers. 
Moreover,  the  men,  on  a  few  field 
days,  which  for  fonie  time  con- 
dantly  fucceeded  this  review,  prac- 
tifed  firing  at  a  target,  to  be  a  bet¬ 
ter  match  for  the  riflemen  .They  had 
felt  caps,  with  black  feathers*,  pre- 
fented  them  before  their  departure. 

At  a  quarterly  general  , 
court  of  proprietors  of  India 
flock  at  their  houfe  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  it  appeared  that  the  debt  to 
government  on  the  id  indant,  was 
reduced  from  1,400,000  1.  to 
420,000 1.  and  the  company  was 
otherwife  in  a  good  fituation. 

Mr.  Wilkes  moved  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  a  more  fair  and  equal 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but  after 
feme  very  jocular  treatment,  it 
paffed  in  the  negative,  without  a 
diviflon. 

The  Duke  of  Bridge-  ^ 
water’s  canal  to  Liverpool  * 
was  compleated,  and  the  veflels 
went  through  it  to  Manchedcr  the 
two  days  following  :  nay,  fome  of 
them  returned  to  Liverpool  the 
third.  To  make  this  jundlion,  a 
mile  was  cornpleatly  cut,  and  four 
capital  bridges  built,  between  the 
22d  of  January  and  the  22d  of 
March,  in  which  time  there  were 
twenty-one  days  hard  frod,  and 
very  bad  weather.  So  fingular  a 
tranfadion  cannot  be  equalled. 

Atone  o’clock,  the  Lord-  , 
Mayor,  Aldermen  Halifax,  ' 
8  Crofhy, 
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Crofby,  Oliver,  Townfend,  Bull 
and  Lee,  the  SherifFs,  62  Com- 
mon-councilmen,  the  Chamber- 
lain,  and  other  city  officers,  went 
in  proceffion  from  Guildhall  to 
St.  James’s,  and  after  being  joined 
by  the  Recorder  in  Pall-Mall,  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  and  petition  to 
his  majefty  ;  which  being  rather 
too  long  for  this  part  of  our  work, 
and  too  important  to  be  abridged, 
we  ftiall  give  it,  with  his  majefty’s 
anfwer,  in  one  of  the  fubfequent 
parts. 

j  The  Continental  Gon- 
*  grefs  iffiued  a  proclamation 
to  impower  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Colonies  under  them,  to  cruize  on 
the  (hips  of  their  enemies,  and  re¬ 
gulate  the  diftribution  of  the  prize 
money,  &c. 

^  The  following  bills  re- 

^  ’  ceived  the  royal  affent  by 

commiffion. 

The  bill  for  punilhing  mutiny 
and  defertion,  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  in  North- 
AmericHi 

Thebill  to  difcontinue  the  duties 
payable  on  the  importation  of  tal- 
lowj  hog’s-lard,  and  greafe,  for  a 
limited  time. 

The  bill  to  continue  an  a6l  for 
laying  a  duty  of  twopennies  Scots 
on  all  beer  and  ale  brewed  for  fale 
in  Dundee. 

The  bill  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  pay  and  cldathing  of  the  mi¬ 
litia  out  of  the  land-tax. 

The  bill  to  re<5lify  miftakes  in 
the  names  of  the  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  execute  the  land-tax  aft. 

The  bill  to  enable  his  majelly  to 
make  leafes,  copies,  and  grants  of 
officesj  lands,  &c.  in  Cornwall. 

Thebill  for  making  a  navigable 
cut  or  canal  from  or  near  Stour- 
bridgCj  in  Worcellerffiire,  to  join 
thd  Staffer dfliire  and  Worcellet- 


(hire  canal,  at  or  near  Stourton,  it 
Stafford  (hire. 

The  bill  to  build  an  iron  bridge 
acrofs  the  river  Severn,  from  Ben- 
thallin,  Salop,  to  the  oppofite  (hore 
at  Madeley  wood. 

The  bill  for  better  fecuring  a 
fund,  belonging  to  certain  perfons 
of  theTheatre-Royal,  Drury-Lane, 
applicable  to  charitable  ufes,  &c. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure,  naturalization,  and  other  pri-^ 
vate  billsi 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  there 
fell  in  Lorraine  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  hail  and  rain,  that  in 
lefs  than  half  an  hour^  ninety-nine 
houfes,  compohng  the  lower  and 
principal  llreet  of  the  village  of 
Tremont,  were  intirely  laid  under 
water,  and  filled  with  mud  and 
hail ;  feveral  of  the  inhabitants 
were  drowned,  or  buried  under 
the  ruins  of  their  houfes,  and  the 
reft,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred^ 
mufi:  have  perifhed  with  hunger 
and  cold,  had  not  their  neighbours 
exerted  themfelves  in  giving  them 
affiftance,  particularly  the  Abbeys 
of  Trois  Fontaines,  Jandeures,  and 
S.  Hoil,  and  the  regular  clergy^ 
who  parted  with  their  cloaths  to 
them.  All  the  poultry  of  the  viL 
lage,  with  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  head  of  cattle,  which  formed 
the  riches  of  the  inhabitants,  were 
deftroyed,  and  the  territory  laid 
waftci 

The  driver  of  a  hackney,  ^bth 
coach  was  brought  before 
the  Lord  Mayor  at  Guildhall  by 
two  Cuftom-Houfe  officers,  charg¬ 
ed  with  having  two  dead  bodies 
in  his  coach.  The  officers  account 
of  the  matter  was  as  follows.  The 
day  before  about  four  in  the  morn¬ 
ings  as  they  were  going  over  Lon- 
don-bridge,  theyobferved  a  coach 
driving  very  precipitately,  which 
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gave  them  a  furpicion  that  fome 
run  goods  were  concealed  therein  ; 
and  on  calling  to  the  coachman  to 
Hop,  he  drove  the  fafter;  on  which 
one  of  them  prefenting  a  piilol, 
and  threatening  to  hre  at  him,  two 
men  jumped  out  and  ran  away,  and 
the  coach  Hopped;  the  officers 
proceeded  to,  examine  it  for  their 
fuppofed  prize,  but,  to  their  great 
allonifhment,  they  found  the  body 
of  an  elderly  man  and  that  of  a  wo- 
man,  quite  naked,  with  each  a  rope 
tied  rouad  its  neck,  put  into  two 
feparate  facks  ;  there  were  three 
bruifes  about  the  body  of  the  man, 
and  neither  of  them  had  been  dead 
a  long  time. — The  coachman  faid, 
he  took  up  his  fare  in  Shoreditch, 
was  ordered  to  drive  to  St.  George’s 
hofpital,  and  he  knew  nothing 
more  of  the  matter.  However, 
on  his  taking  the  bodies,  by  the 
lord  mayor’s  order,  to  the  officers 
of  Shoreditch  parifh,  they  were 
found  to  be  thofe  of  two  paupers 
who  had  lately  died  in  their  work- 
houfe,  and  which  were  fuppofed 
to  have  been  ftolen  out  of  the  bu- 
rylng-ground,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
furgeons ;  a  thing  not  very  fur- 
priiing,  confidering  the  carelefs 
manner  in  which  fuch  poor  people 
are  generally  buried  in  London,  as 
the  reader  may  fee  by  turning  to 
our  fecond  part,  p.  1 19. 

Four  days  after  the  remains  of 
more  than  one  hundred  dead  bodies 
were  difeovered  in  a  Hied  in  Totten¬ 
ham  Court  Road,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  depofited  there  by  traders  to 
the  furgeons ;  of  whom  there  is  one, 
it  is  faid,  in  the  Borough,  who 
makes  open  profeflion  of  dealing 
in  dead  bodies,  and  is  well  known 
by  the  name  of  the  RefurreftioniH. 

The  tower  Handing  in  the  centre 
of  the  paridi  church  of  Bucking- 
VoL.  XIX, 
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ham  fuddenly  fell  down,  and  fo 
much  damaged  the  reft  of  the 
building  that  the  whole  was  daily 
expe6led  to  be  in  ruins. 

Some  time  ago,  a  citizen,  who 
had  raifed  himfelf  to  the  diftinflion 
of  a  common-councilman  of'one  of 
the  wards  of  this  city,  and  then 
had  the  misfortune  to  fail,  and  be 
obliged  to  compound  with  his  ere-" 
ditors,  called  them  together,  to 
acquaint  them  he  had  embarked 
in  another  bulinefs,  in  which  it  had 
pleafcd  God  to  blefs  his  honeft 
endeavours  with  fuccefs,  and  paid 
them  every  frilling  of  their  debts. 
At  the  fame  time  he  defired  one  of 
them,  who  was  churchwarden  of 
his  parifh,  to  accept  his  benefac¬ 
tion  of  20I.  towards  the  cloathing 
of  the  poor  children,  during  the 
late  inclement  feafon  of  the  year. 

23d.  Died,  Dodlor  Robert 
James,  author  of  the  Medical  Dic¬ 
tionary;  and  inventor  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  fever  powders  known  by 
his  name  ;  in  Bruton-ftreet. 

Lately,  George  Goodman,  in 
Jamaica,  in  the  105th  year  of  his 
age,  and  immenfely  rich. 

24th.  Mr.  John  Harrifon,  in¬ 
ventor  and  conftrudor  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  time-keepers  for  afeertaining 
the  longitude  at  fea,  in  the  Sqth 
year  of  his  age,  at  his  houfe  in 
Red-Lion-fquare,  Holborn.  Mr. 
Harrifon  had  received,  as  a  reward 
for  his  ufeful  labours,  feveral 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  money  of¬ 
fered  by  parliament  for  facilitating 
the  means  of  difeovering  the  lon¬ 
gitude  at  fea.  [For  fome  a.ccount 
of  thefe  his  labours,  pleafe  to  turn 
to  the  fecond  part  of  our  eighth 
volume,  for  1765.] 

Mrs.  Jay  and  Mrs.  Gilbert,  wi¬ 
dows,  at  Uxbridge.  They  were 
twins;  born  within  half  an  hour  of 
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each  Other;  died  within  much  about 
the  fame  time;  married  the  fame 
day,  and  buried  in  one  grave. 

Mr.  John  Bird,  a  moft  ingeni¬ 
ous  and  accurate  mathematical  in- 
ftrument  maker,  and,  as  fuch,  well 
known  in  every  part  of  the  world. 


APRIL. 

j  His  majehy  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave  the 
royal  alien t  to  the  following  bills. 

An  ad  for  the  better  fupply  of 
marines  and  feamen  to  ferve  Li  his 
majefty’s  Ihips  of  war,  and  on  board 
merchant  Ihips,  Sic. 

An  ad  for  veiling  certain  ehates, 
now  held  in  trull  for  the  benefit 
of  the  royal  hofpital  for  feamen 
at  Greenwich,  in  the  commiffi- 
oners  and  governors  6f  the  faid 
hofpital. 

An  ad  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  pilots  conduding  Ihips  and 
velTels  into  and  out  of  the  port  of 
Bollon  in  Lincolnliiire,  and  for 
preventing  mifchiefs  by  fire  in  the 
faid  haven  and  harbour. 

An  ad  for  lighting  and  watch¬ 
ing  the  llreets,  lanes,  &c.  within 
the  borough  of  Bofton,  in  Lincoln- 
fhire. 

An  ad  for  rebuilding  the  parifh 
church  of  Tardebigg,  in  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Worceller  and  Warwick, 

An  ad  for  better  cleanfing, 
lighting  and  watching  the  llreets, 
lanes.  &c,  in  Dorcheller. 

An  ad  for  lighting  and  watching 
of  Camberwell  and  Peckham,  in 
Surry. 

An  ad  for  making  and  main¬ 
taining  a  navigable  canal,  from  or 
»ear  Stourbridge  in  Worceiterlhire, 
to  join  the  Staffordlliire  and  Wor- 
cefterlhire  canal  at  or  near  Stour- 


ton  in  Stafford  (hire.  And  to  two 
more  canal  bills,  two  road  and  ten 
private  bills. 

By  the  above  ad,  for  the  better 
fupplying  his  majeily’s  fleet  with 
mariners,  it  is  enaded,  that  all 
trading  Ihips  Ihail  be  allowed  to  be 
navigated  with  3-4ths  of  their 
crew  foreigners,  till  the  25th  of 
March,  1777,  and  no  longer^ 

Patrick  Hallings  and  John 
Clark  flood  in  the  pillory  at 
the  end  of  Margaret- flreet,  Caven- 
dilh-fquare,  for  extorting  feveral 
fums  of  money  from  James  Lintott, 
by  charging  him  with  a  deteflable 
crime.  They  were  pelted  with 
apples,  potatoes,  eggs.  See.  very 
feverely ;  and  conveyed  back  to 
Newgate,  to  undergo  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  fentence,  which  is  two 
years  imprifonment. 

Advice  was  received  at  the 
Iridia-houfe  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Northumberland  Indiaman, 
which  had  been  a  milling  Ihip  for 
fome  time,  at  Lifbon.  She  met 
with  a  violent  hurricane  near  the 
Weflern  Iflands  the  latter  end  of 
February  lafl,  by  which  Are  broach¬ 
ed  to,  and  fprung  fo  large  a  leak, 
that  the  water  rulhed  in  at  the 
rate  of  four  feet  deep  in  the  fpace 
of  an  hour,  fo  that,  notwithftanding 
the  captain,  and  all  hands,  by  turns, 
worked  at  the  pumps,  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  they  brought 
her  into  port,  and  that  not  without 
feveral  feet  water  in  the  hold.  Her 
cargo  was  damaged,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  faltpetre,  which  made 
a  conliderable  part  of  it,  intirely 
deflroyed.  But  ten  of  the  original 
crew  were  left,  all  the  refl  having 
died  v/ith  the  fatigue  of  pumpiag 
day  and  night  on  the  voyage. 

By  private  letters  from  Dublin, 
there  arrived  the  melancholy  ac¬ 
count 
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count  that  a  malignant  fever  had, 
for  fomc  days  pall:,  made  greai 
havoc  in  that  city.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  by  the  faculty,  to  have  arifen 
from  a  criminal,  affli<5led  with  the 
gaol  diftemper,  being  brought  into 
court  without  the  neceffary  pre¬ 
cautions  of  wafhing  him,  Ihifting 
his  cloaths,  &c.  Upon  the  lift  of 
thofe  who  have  fallen  vidlims  to 
this  direful  diforder,  were  Fielding 
Ould,  Eft];  high-fherilF  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  an  ailive,  worthy  magiftrate; 
counfellor  Darby,  counfellor  Pal¬ 
mer,  counfellor  Spring,  counfellor 
Ridge,  Charles  Caldwell,  Efq;  Mr. 
Bolton,  Mr.  Erwin,  and  feveral 
other  attornies  and  perfons  whofe 
bufinefs  brought  them  into  court. 

By  letters  from  France,  the  fport 
of  horfe-racing,  not  without  a  little 
mixture  of  gambling,  is  daily  in- 
creafing  there.  They  have  had  two 
very  lately  in  one  day;  the  firft, 
between  the  Prince  of  Nafiau  and 
the  Marquis  of  Fenelon,  who  both 
rode  their  own  horfes.  The  former 
loft  his  wager,  and  was  very  near 
loftng  his  life,  by  the  indifcretion 
of  one  of'the  fpetftators,  His  horfe 
fell,  and  the  marquis  who  was  un¬ 
der  him,  received  a  violent  hurt  on 
his  head.  The  other  race  was  be¬ 
tween  the  Duke  of  Chartres  and 
the  Duke  of  Lauzun.  The  Duke 
of  Chartres’s  horfe,  which  won 
two  former  races,  was  beat  this 
time  bv  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lau- 
zun  ;  their  grooms  rode  this  race, 
which  was  for  2©o  louis  d’ors. 
Their  majefties,  and  great  part  of 
the  royal  family,  were  prefent  at 
this  entertainment,  which  was  ren¬ 
dered  more  agreeable  by  the  fine 
weather  they  had  for  feme  time. 
The  queen  frequently  affifts  at  thefe 
amufements. 

Notwithftanding  this  fpirit  of 


diffipation,  many  national  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  lately  undertaken 
in  France.  Among  others,  a  con- 
fiderable  commercial  company,  ac¬ 
tuated  by  a  true  fpirit  of  patri- 
otifm,  have  formed  in  Paris,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  QaiJJe  d' Efeempte ^ 
or  difeount  office,  an  eftablifhmtnt 
with  a  fund  of  fifteen  millions  of 
livres.  They  have  con  traded  to 
difeount  bills  and  notes,  both  in 
peace  and  war,  without  ever  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  rate  of  four  per  cenr^ 
per  annum,  and  have  tied  them- 
felves  down  to  this  fingle  branch  of 
bufinefs,  the  gold  and  filver  trade, 
and  to  receive  voluntary  depofits 
of  cafti,  without  meddling  in  any 
other  matters  whatfoever.  This 
new  ellablifhment,  the  French  fay, 
is  an  improvement  of  the  plan 
of  the  bank  of  England,  and 
that,  as  the  regulations  relative 
to  its  adminiftrations,  its  divi¬ 
dends,  &c.  are  wifely  calculated 
to  infure  fuccefs,  it  is  probable  the 
profits  of  the  houfe  will  be  con- 
fiderable  enough  to  enable  the  ad- 
miniftrators  to  low^er  in  a  little 
time  the  rate  of  intereft  to  three 
per  cent. 

A  new  eftablifhment,  equally 
or  -more  ufeful,  has  likewife  been 
lately  formed  in  Madrid.  It  is  an 
academy  under  the  title  of,  **  The 
friends  of  their  country.”  The 
defign  of  this  inftitucion  is  to  en¬ 
courage  agriculture,  manufa6Iures, 
induftfy,  arts,  and  trade,  which 
are  vifibly  decaying  in  Spain. 
The  prince  of  Afturias,  the  in¬ 
fants  Don  Gabriel  and  Don  An¬ 
tonio,  alfo  the  marquis  de  St. 
Croix,  the  prince  Pignatelli,  the 
duke  de  Crillon,  the  count  de 
Montalvo,  the  illuftrious  Campo- 
manez,  and  other  grandees  of  the 
court,  have  caufed  their  names 
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to  be  infcribed  in  the  lift  of  Aca« 
demicians;  and  the  king,  ever 
attentive  to  the  protedlion  of  efta- 
bliftiments  advantageous  to  his 
fubjefts,  hath  not  only  approved  of 
the  inftitution  and  ftatutes  of  this 
academy,  but  has  been  alfo  pleafed 
to  aftign  a  fum  money  for  an  an¬ 
nual  diftribution  of  two  premiums 
to  be  given  to  fuch  agriculturers, 
manufacturers,  or  artifts,  as  j^U 
diftinguifti  thernfeives  in  their  W- 
verai  profeffions. 

Extrad.  of  a  letter  from  Dublin 
of  this  date. 

James  Wilfon,  Efq;  a  member 
of  our  parliament,  and  captain  of 
marines,  has  juft  now  fent  to  Lord 
George  Germaine,  a  memorial  to 
lay  before  Ills  majefty,  requefting 
leave  to  lay  down  his  commiffion, 
as  he  cannot,  he  fays',  confiftently 
with  his  confcience,  ferve  in  the 
prefent  difpute  againft  the  Ameri¬ 
cans. 

Captain  Wilfon,  in  the  year 
1760,  raifed  a  hundred  and  thirty 
anen  (as  the  purchafe  of  his  com¬ 
pany)  on  his  own  eftate  in  Ireland, 
and  ferved  all  the  remainder  of 
the  war  in  adual  fervice  with  the 
higheft  credit  to  hirafeUV* 

The  committee  on  the  Worcefter 
eledion,  after  fitting  forty  days  in 
hearing  the  examination  of  wit- 
neftes  and  the  arguments  of  coun- 
fel,  and  five  days  deliberation, 
linaliy  determined,  that  the  fitting 
members,  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  and 
■  W a  Efqrs.  are  duly 
eleded.  It  is  computed  that  this 
cledioa  has  coft  the  parties  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty  tboufand  pounds. 

On  taking  up  a  ftocr  in 
one  of  the  rooms  at  Somer» 
fet-houfe,  fome  buftiels  of  cockle- 
lliells  were  found  in  the  cavity  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  tinder  cieling. 


Conlidering  the  genius  of  the  time, 
in  which  this  palace  was  built,  it 
is  very  probable  that  fome  magi¬ 
cal,  or  medicinal  purpofe  was  in¬ 
tended  by  this  depoftt. 

Being  Eafter  Sunday,  was 
obferved  at  court,  and  elfe- 
where,  as  ufual. 

By  the  report  of  the  ftate  ^  , 
of  the  city  hofpitals  for  the 
laft  year,  laid  before  the  Lord 
Mayor  this  day,  as  ufual,  at  St. 
Bride’s  church,  it  appeared. 

That  all  the  patients  cured,  re¬ 
lieved,  buried,  and  remaining  un¬ 
der  cure  in  St,  Bartholomew’s  Hof- 
pital,  amounted  to  10,155.  Thofe 
in  St.  Thomas’s  to  79,57- 

That,  ill  Chrift’s  Hofpital,  142 
boys  had  been  putoqtand  provided 
for,  feven  had  died,  and  that  1132 
remained. 

That  in  Bridev/ell  1084  vagrants 
had  been  provided  for,  and  that  33 
apprentices  had  been  maintained  at 
trades,  &c. 

That  in  Bethlem  187  lunatics 
had  been  admitted,  190  cured,  17 
buried  j  and  244  remained  under 
cure. 

A  woman  who  keeps  a 
public  houfe  was  tried,  at 
the  quarter- fellions  held  at  Weft- 
iriinfter,  for  affaulting  and  greafing 
the  chin  of  a  Jew  svith  pork.  The 
j  ury  gave  a  verdift  for  the  plaintiffj 
with  lol,  damages. 

A  very  tragical  adventure  hap¬ 
pened  about  this  time  at  Lille, 
between  the  regiments  cl  Auvergne 
and  Maine,  which  were  in  garrifon 
there.  An  uniform  being  found 
in  one  of  the  guard-houfes,  fome 
of  thofe  who  found  it,  took  it  into 
their  heads,  that  it  belonged  to 
one  of  their  comrades  who  had 
been  killed ;  others  thought  that 
it  vvas  left  there  as  a  mark  of 

contempt. 
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contempt.  Some  were  for  burning 
it;  others  thought  that  it  would 
be  beft  to  demand  fatisfadion  of 
the  other  regiment  :  this  advice 
prevailed.  Accordingly  a  day  and 
hour  being  fixed,  the  two  regi¬ 
ments  fought  againll  each  other 
with  (uch  fury,  that  a  great  num¬ 
ber  were  killed  and  wounded. 

,  The  Caftilla,  a  Spanifh 

llth.  r  c  r  . 

man  of  war  of  fixty  guns, 

took  fire  off  the  mouth  of  the  Ta¬ 
gus,  when  the  flames  reaching  the 
powder  room,  the  fhip  blew  up, 
and  all  on  board  perifhed. 
j  The  Dublin  Gazette  of 

^  *  this  'date,  contains  a  no¬ 

tice,  dated  Dublin  Caflle,  March 
27,  1776,  fignifying,  that  it  is 
his  majefty’s  royal  pleafure,  that 
for  the  future,  the  Dublin  Gazette 
fuall,  as  nearly  as  poffible,  be  put 
upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  Lon¬ 
don  Gazette  ;  and  that  it  (hall  con¬ 
tain  no  other  articles  of  news  than 
fuch  as  are  authorized  by  his  ma- 
jeily’s  government  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  or  duly  authenticated;  and 
his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland  has  appointed  Mr. 
W.  Rofeingrave  compiler  of  the 
faid  Dublin  Gazette. 

,  A  doubt  having  been 
^  *  ftarted  in  the  Houfe  of 

Lords,  whether  their  Lordfhips 
could  legally  proceed  to  the  trial 
of  Elizabeth,  Ityling  herfelf  Du- 
chels  of  Kingfton  ;  fbe  being  in- 
dided  as  the  wife  of  John  Au- 
guftus  Hervey  ;  and  the  judges, 
to  whom  the  matter  was  referred, 
having  made  anfwer,  that  having 
duly  confidered  the  queflion  pro- 
pofed  to  them,  they  were  clearly 
and  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
their  lordfhips  may  legally  proceed 
to  trial ;  this  day,  at  length,  their 
lordfliips  (after fome  debates,  whe¬ 


ther  fhe  fhould  be  tried  at  their 
bar,  or  in  Wellminfler-Hall,  and 
feveral  delays  with  regard  to  the 
time, on  account  of  the  interference 
of  the  terms)  attended  by  the 
judges,  feveral  of  the  mailers  in 
chancery,  garter  king  at  arms, 
the  ufher  of  the  black  rod,  and 
a  number  of  other  gentlemen,  at¬ 
tendants  on  the  lord  high  fleward 
pro  tempore y  went  in  proceflion  to 
Weflminfler-Hall,  and,  after  the 
iifuai  ceremonies,  entered  immedi¬ 
ately  on  the  trial ;  the  doors  of  the 
court  had  been  opened  by  feven 
in  the  morning  ;  but  each  peer 
had  but  feven  tickets  of  admif- 
fion  ;  a  debate  in  favour  of  eight 
lafled  but  a  fhort  time  ;  for  it 
was. proved  that  the  benches  were 
crowded  at  the  trials  of  Lprd  By¬ 
ron  and  the  Earl  of  Ferrers,  when 
only  feven  were  delivered.  Her 
ladyfhip  during  the  trial,  was 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  cuflody 
of  the  gentleman  uflier  of  the 
black  rod. 

[For  an  account  of  the  trial  it- 
felf,  we /beg  leave  to  refer  to  our 
Appendix.] 

The  feflions  at  the  Old-  , 
Bailey  for  Middlefex  ended, 
when  five  convidls  received  fen- 
tence  of  death,  viz.  one,  for  having 
in  his  pofleffion  a  dye,  on  which 
was  imprefl’ed  a  refemblance  of  a 
fixpence  ;  one,  for  belHality  ;  one, 
for  Healing  180  guineas  from  Ro¬ 
bert  Whitehead  ;  one,  for  picking 
a  gentleman’s  pocket  of  his  purfe; 
and  one,  for  returning  from  tranf- 
portation  :  and  on  the  iSth  of 
June,  the  three  firft,  with  two  other 
convidls,  were  executed  at  Ty¬ 
burn.  One  of  them  acknowledged 
his  being  one  of  thofe  people  that 
attempted  to  rob  Mr.  Sandford’s 
houfe,  in  Winchefler-flreet,  in 

[i]  3  which 
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which  attempt  Armftrong  was  fhot. 
Another  requeued,  that  Teveral 
robberies,  &c.  committed  by  him, 
fhould  be  made  known  to  the  in¬ 
jured  parties,  of  which  he  gave 
fome  particulars  ;  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  he  had  got  above  four  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  moft  of  it  in  ready 
money,  during  the  two  laft  years 
of  his  life  ;  and  in  'fuch  capital 
fums  as  50  and  180  guineas  at  a 
time, 

rt  A  fre  broke  out  at  War- 
*  radine,  the  capital  of  Ef- 
clavonia,  by  which  feven  parts  out 
of  eight  of  that  large  and  opulent 
city  were  reduced  to  aflies.  It  hap¬ 
pened  by  a  man’s  fhaking  the  to¬ 
bacco  out  of  his  pipe  without  ex- 
tinguifhing  the  afhes. 

2  th  About  fix  in  the  morning, 
^  ’  her  Majefty  was  taken  with 

labour  pains,  notice  of  which  was 
immediately  fent  to  the  Archbilhop 
of  Canterbury,  the  fecretaries  of 
Hate,  and  feveral  of  the  nobility  ; 
and,  at  feven  o’clock,  herMajeky 
was  fafely  delivered  of  a  princefs, 
being  her  eleventh  child,  and  all 
of  them  living. 

And  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
19th  of  May,  being  the  birth-day 
of  her  Majefty,  who  but  then  en¬ 
tered  her  thirty-third  year,  the  ce¬ 
remony  of  the  chrikening  of  the 
young  princefs  was  performed  in 
the  great  council  chamber,  by  his 
Grace  the  Archbilhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  was 
named  Mary.  The  fponfors  were 
Prince  Frederick  of  HefTe-CalTel, 
reprefented  by  the  Earl  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  Lord  -  Chamberlain  of  his 
Majefty’s  Houfhold  ;  theDuchefs 
of  Saxe- Gotha,  reprefented  by  the 
Duchefs  of  Argyle  ;  and  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  Frederica  of  Mecklenb urgk 
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Strelitz,  reprefented  by  the  Dow¬ 
ager  Countefs  of  Effingham. 

On  this  happy  occalion,  both 
houfes,  and  the  lord-mayor,  &c. 
addreffed  his  Majeky,  as  ufual. 
But,  as  the  addrefs  of  the  latter  is 
not  altogether  in  the  ufual  kyle, 
our  readers  may  be  glad  to  fee  it. 
It  is  as  follows ; 

Mok  Gracious  Sovereign, 

Your  Majeky ’s  loyal  tubje<3;s, 
the  Lord-mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  common-council  alTembled,  ap¬ 
proach  your  Majeky  v,dth  their 
congratulations  on  the  happy  de¬ 
livery  of  their  mok  amiable  C^een, 
and  the  birth  of  another  Princefs ; 
and  to  affure  your  Majeky,  that 
there  are  not,  in  all  your  domi¬ 
nions,  any  fubjedls  more  faithful, 
or  more  ready  to  maintain  the  true 
honour  and  dignity  of  your  crowm. 

They  will  continue  to  rejoice  at 
every  event  which  adds  to  your 
Majeky’s  domekic  felicity ;  and/ 
they  hope,  that  every  branch  of 
the  auguk  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  will 
add  further  fecurity  to  thofe  facred 
laws  and  liberties  which  their  an- 
cekors  would  not  fuker  to  be  vio¬ 
lated  with  impunity,  and  which, 
in  confequence  of  the  glorious  and 
neceffiary  Revolution,  that  illuf- 
trious  Houfe  was  called  forth  to 
protedl  and  defend. 

Signed,  by  order  of  Court, 
William  Rix, 

His  Majejiy'^s  Anfvoer. 

I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful 
addrefs  on  the  happy  delivery  of  the 
Queen,  and  the  birth  of  another 
Princefs. 

The  fecurity  of  the  laws  and 

liberties 
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liberties  of  my  people,  has  always 
been,  and  ever  fhall  be,  the  objedl 
of  my  care  and  attention.” 

The  fubjeds  for  the  annual 
prizes  of  fifteen  guineas  each, 
given  by  the  Marquis  of  Granby, 
and  Richard  Croftes,  Efq;  repre- 
fentatives  for  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  for  the  bell  exercifes 
in  Latin  profe,  are,  this  year,  for 
the  fenior  bachelors,  Utrum  Im- 
perium  atque  Artes  humaniores 
Occidentali  Curfu  Nationibus  fefe 
deferant For  the  middle  bache¬ 
lors,  An  Conftantinus  Imperii 
fui  Sedem  Jure  mutaverit.?” 

,  ,  Died  the  Grand  Duchefs 
^  *  ofRuffia,  Petrowna  Alexi- 

ewna,  born  Prince fs  of  Heffe- 
Darmftadt,  univerfally  and  fin- 
cerely  lamented  by  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  the  Grand  Duke,  and  the 
whole  empire. 

Some  days  ago,  Capt.  Kidd,  of 
his  majelly’s  floop  Princefs  Anne, 
fell  in  with  a  fmuggler  dogger  in 
the  Frith  of  Forth  and  took  her. 
But  it  was  not  Jong  before  another 
fmuggling  ve/Tel,  which,  as  it 
fince  appears,  meafures  66  feet 
keel,  carries  twenty  fix-pounders, 
with  thirty  fwivels,  and  is  navi¬ 
gated  by  eighty  flout  men,  came 
up  with  and  attacked  Capt.  Kidd, 
killed  one  or  two  of  his  men,  and 
retook  the  dogger.  Upon  this, 
Capt.  Ogilvie’s  excife  yacht,  and 
the  Hazard  floop  of  war,  failed  in 
quefl  of  the  fmugglers  ;  but  the 
latter,  being  a  bad  failer,  did  not 
come  up  with  them  ;  and  when 
Capt.  Ogilvie  did,  he  durll  not 
venture  to  attack  them  alone. 

p  i  The  governors  of  tlve  city 
^  *  of  London  Lying-in- Hofpi- 

tal  held  their  anniverfaryfeall  at  the 
King’s-Arms  tavern  in  Cornhill. 
The  colledion  the  church  and 


dinner,  togetherwith  fome  late  fub- 
feriptions,  amounted  to  564I.  4s, 
befides  fome  legacies  lately  receiv¬ 
ed,  to  the  amount  of  677I.  2s.  6d. 
amongll  which  was  the  fum  of50ol. 
bequeathed  to  this  charity  by  their 
late  worthy  prefident,  Bariovv  Tre- 
cothick,  Efq. 

Mr.  Axteil  was 
into  the  court  of 
Bench  to  receive  judgment  for 
printing  and  publifhing  a  pam¬ 
phlet  called  “  The  Crifis.” — Sir 
Pwichard  Alien  read  feveral  extradls 
from  the  fame,  which  he  declaVed 
were  grofsly  libellous,  and  deferv- 
ing  of  punifhment.  However,  an 
affidavit  being  read,  in  which  the 
prifoner,  declared  he  was  not  worth 
five  pounds,  the  court  pafled  fen- 
tence  of  but  three  months  impri- 
fonmentupon  him. 

Immediately  after  George  Allen 
appeared,  and  Robert  Holloway 
was  brought  into  court  to  receive 
judgment;  the  former  for  print¬ 
ing  and  publilhing,  and  the  latter 
for  writing  a  libellous  pamphlet, 
called  the  Rat  Trap.”  When 
his  lordfhip  pronounced  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  court,  which  was  im- 
prifonment  for  one  month  to  the 
defendant  Allen  ;  and  three  months 
longer  to  the  prifoner  Holloway, 
who  had  been  already  confined  a 
confiderable  time. 

At  a  court  of  common-council, 
held  at  Guildhall,  Mr.  Horton  a- 
rofe,  and  prefacing  his  motion  with 
fome  remarks  upon  the  expenditure 
necefTary  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
the  mayoralty  :  he  faid,  that  for 
feveral  years  part,  although  the 
income  allowed  out  of  the  chamber 
was  but  4000  I.  the  expence  was 
not  lefs  than  7000  1.  and  upwards  ; 
he  thought  the  clofe  attendance 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office  a  fuffi- 
[/J  4  dent 
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cient  burthen  ;  but  that,  connedled 
with  the  other  conhderation,  it  was 
intolerable,  and  what  the  corpora¬ 
tion  ought  not  to  fuiFer  to  be  en¬ 
dured  ;  he  fhould  therefore  move. 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  ftate  of  the  city’s  calh,  to  take 
into  confideradon  the  amount  of 
the  falary  and  certain  emoluments 
annually  allowed  by  the  corpora¬ 
tion  to  the  Lord-mayor,  for  fup- 
por  ting  the  neceffary  expence  of  the 
mayoralty;  and  that  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  do  ftate  their  opinion  to 
the  court  thereupon.”  This  was 
agreed  to  without  a  diviiion. 

The  beginning  of  this  year,  the 
French  clergy  granted  his  Moll 
Chriftian  Majefty  a  free  gift  of 
lixteen  millions  of  livres,  or  feven 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ; 
which  his  majelty  has  acquiefced 
in  ;  whilft  other  Roman  Catholic 
Hates  feem  refolved  to  take  another 
method  with  their  clergy.— The 
ienate  of  Venice  are  faid  to  be  re¬ 
folved  to  fell  the  revenues  ef  all 
the  monafteries  in  their  dominions. 
At  leak,  they  have  already  fold 
thofe  enjoyed  by  the  late  Mr, 
Sarvognano,  by  audlion.  The 
produce,  however,  of  thefe  fales 
is  to  be  kept  in  a  feparate  Hock, 
out  of  which  the  monakeries  are 
to  be  fupported,  and  the  rek  is 
to  augment  the  revenues  of  the 
poorek  bikiopricks  of  the  kate,  in 
order  to  put  them  more  upon  an 
equality  with  the  rek.  It  was  faid, 
however,  that  the  fenate  intended 
to  fend  two  prelates  to  Rome,  with 
a  commikion  to  terminate  the  dif¬ 
ferences  in  an  amicable  manner. 
— The  court  of  Naples  has,  it  is 
faid,  refolved  to  purfue  the  fame 
courfe  with  the  fenate  of  Venice, 


with  as  little  regard  to  the  pope’s 
permikion. 

Mr.  Wilkes  made  his  an-  , 
nual  motion  in  parliament,  ^ 
for  expunging  from  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  the  refolution  for  his 
expulkon  ;  for  a  more  equal  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people ;  and  for 
fhortening  the  duration  of  parlia¬ 
ment;  but  it  paked  in  the  nega¬ 
tive,  186  to  92. 

The  charter  of  the  Dutch  Eak- 
Jndia  company  having  expired  in 
the  year  1773,  the  company,  under 
a  pretence  that  its  trade  had  de¬ 
clined,  folmited  the  States- General 
to  grant  a  dim-itHrcion  of  the  fum 
formerly  paid  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter.  Upon  this,  their 
high  mightinekes,  in  order  to  have 
time  to  enquire  into  the  foundation 
of  this  requek,  prolonged  the  char¬ 
ter  for  three  years,  upon  the  old 
footing;  and  finding  knee  upon  en¬ 
quiry,  that  the  company  had  really 
met  with  great  lokes,  and  that  their 
trade  had  greatly  declined,  they 
complied  with  the  company’s  re¬ 
quek,  and  have  lately  granted  them 
a  new  charter  for  thirty  years,  for 
the  fame  term  as  the  former,  pay¬ 
ing  immediately  two  millions  of 
korins  inkead  of  three  millions, 
which  they  paid  before,  and  the 
fqm  of  360,000  korins  yearly, 
which  lak  fum,  however,  they 
were  allowed  to  make  good  in  mo¬ 
ney  or  goods.  In  confequence  of 
this  indulgence,  the  kock  of  the 
company  rofe  no  lefs  than 
cent,  in  about  fix  months. 

Died,  the  ik  inkant, 

Mr.  John  Harman,  one  of 
the  m.ok  noted  akrologers 
age. 

The  2d,  The  Rev. Mr. Grainger, 
vicar  of  Shiplake,  Oxfordkiire,  au¬ 
thor 
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thor  of  that  ufeful  and  entertaining 
work,  the  Biographical  Hiftory 
of  England,  fuddenly,  by  the 
burking  of  a  vefTel  in  the  brain,  as 
he  was  adminiftering  the  facrament 
at  church.  [See  an  elegant  epi¬ 
gram  on  the  occafion,  in  our  arti¬ 
cle  of  poetry.] 

The  1 8th,  Mr.  Ifaac  Sparks,  the 
celebrated  comedian  of  Smock- 
alley  theatre,  Dublin. 

The  26th,  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bor- 
lace,  Redtor  of  — — — — ,  during 
the  long  fpace  of  55  years,  juftice 
of  the  peace,  vice  warden  of  the 
llannaries,  at  Caftle  Hornock,  in 
Cornwall,  aged  82  years. 

The  28th,  Mr.  Robert  Cook,  at 
Clifton,  Yorklhire,  aged  107  years. 

Mr.  Rogers,  maker  of  the  Sun 
alehoufe  in  the  Boroup^h,  a  dwarf 
four  feet  three  inches  high. 

The  30th,  the  famous  Mr. 
Wortley  Montague,  brother  to 
Lady  Bute,  at  Padua.  [See  fome 
account  of  this  gentleman’s  life, 
in  our  fecond  part.] 

Lately,  a  lady  of  large  fortune 
in  Wekminker,  who  left  a  confi- 
derable  legacy  to  her  footman  to 
hang  fourteen  favourite  cats. 

Captain  Panfhaw,  at  Deptford, 
aged  98.  He  has  left  a  large  for¬ 
tune  between  his  man  and  his  maid 
and  a  deferted  girl,  to  whom  he 
had  the  goodnefs  to  be  a  father, 
becaufe  kie  had  no  mother,  and 
her  father  had  forfaken  her. 

Nathaniel  St.  Andre,  Efq;  well 
known  by  the  infamous  kory  of 
Mary  Tofts,  the  rabbit-woman  ; 
whofe  c^fe  was  urged,  by  a  learned 
cotemporary  divine,  as  a  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  prophecy  in  the  Revela¬ 
tions. 

William  G - ,  Efq;  who 

having  been  left  18,000  1.  a  few 
months  before,  by  his  father,  lok 
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it  all  by  gaming  in  lefs  than  a 
month  ;  in  the  Rules  of  the  King’s- 
bench. 

David  Biar,  aged  117,  at  Fin- 
nerane,  in  the  county  of  Clare, 
Ireland, 

Mr.  JohnMouat,  furgeon,  who, 
in  the  opinion  of  thofe  bek  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him,  was  136  years 
old,  at  Langhome,  in  the  county 
of  Dumfries,  Scotland. 

LENT  ASSIZES. 

At  Hertford,  four  prifoners  were 
capitally  convided. 

At  Chelmsford,  eight ;  amongll 
whom  was  Samuel  Norfolk  for  the 
murder  of  Sarah  his  wife.  He 
krongiy  denied  being  guilty  of  the 
murder,  till  after  fentence  of 
death  was  pafTed  on  him  ;  when 
he  acknowledo;ed  that  he  threw  her 
into  the  river,  and  afterwards  kept 
her  down  with  a  kick  till  (he  was 
drowned.  He  was  a  farmer  of 
Great  Coggelhall,  and  in  very 
good  circurnkances  ;  and  his  wife, 
even  by  his  own  account,  a  woman 
of  the  greatek  diferetion  and  mild- 
nefs. 

At  Oxford,  two. 

At  Wincheker,  four. 

At  Reading,  two;  one  of  whom 
was  reprieved  ;  the  other,  for  bur¬ 
glary,  left  for  execution. 

At  Salifbury,  nine  ;  but  all  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  the  above  akizes  came  on  the 
trials  of  the  four  candidates  for 
Hindoo,  in  confequence  of  the 
profecution  commenced  againft 
them  all  by  the  attorney-general 
for  bribery,  by  order  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  After  a  hearing, 
which  continued  for  two  days.  Ge¬ 
neral  Smith  and  Mr.  Plollis,  the 
late  fitting  members  for  the  bo¬ 
rough,  were  found  guilty.  Mr. 

Cal  thorp 
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Calthorp  and  Mr.  Beckford,  the 
petitioners,  were,  upon  the  llrong- 
eft  and  cleared  evidence,  acquit¬ 
ted. 

At  Worceder,  Ann  Hale  only, 
for  the  murder  of  her  baftard  child, 
was  condemned  and  executed. 

At  Northampton,  three  were 
capitally  convided ;  but  all  re¬ 
prieved,  except  one  fora  burglary 
and  robbery. 

At  Bedford,  one,  for  horfe- 
dealing ;  but  reprieved. 

At  Cambridge,  a  boy  for  a  bur¬ 
glary  ;  but  reprieved. 

At  Maidftone,  eight ;  amongd 
whom  was  Margaret  Ryan,  for  the 
wilful  murder  ofher  hulband.  She 
pleaded  guilty;  but  at  the  defire 
of  the  court,  fhe  put  herfelf  on  her 
country.  She  appeared  to  be  near 
70,  and  only  faid  in  her  defence 

the  deceafed  and  Ihe  had  words, 
and  Ihe  dabbed  him  with  a  pen¬ 
knife.” 

At  York,  ten  ;  among  whom 
were  Thomas  Aikney  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Boardingham,  for  the  murder 
of  John  Boardingham,  hufband  to 
the  latter. 

Qn  their  trials  it  appeared  that 
Aikney  had  cohabited  with  her, 
during  her  hulband’s  confinement 
in  York  Caitle,  for  fmuggling  ; 
and  that,  foon  after  his  releafe  and 
return  to  Flambrough,  ftfe  went 
off  with  Aikney  into  Lincoln  (liire, 
where  they  continued  three  months: 
that,  previous  to  their  going  off, 
ihe  had  frequently  urged  Aikney 
to  murder  her  hufband,  but  that 
he,  to  avoid  yielding  to  her  in¬ 
treaties,  perfuaded  her  to  elope  : 
that,  notwithdanding  die  was 
kindly  received  on  her  return 
home,  Ihe  feemed  inflexibly  bent 
on  her  hufband^s  dedrudlion,  and 
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renewed  her  folicitations  that 
Aikney  would  effedl  it. 

He  at  length  agreed  to  accom- 
plifh,  the  horrid  defign,  for  which 
purpofe  die  promifed  to  let  him 
into  the  houfe  in  the  night-time : 
that,  eight  days  after  her  return, 
viz.  the  13th  of  February,  about 
eleven  at  night,  die  awakened  her 
hufband,  by  acquainting  him  that 
die  heard  a  noife  at  the  door,  on 
which  the  unfortunate  man  put  on 
his  coat  and  waidcoat,  and  went 
down  dairs,  where  Aikney,  lying 
in  wait  for  his  coming,  dabbed 
him  fird  in  the  thigh,  and  after¬ 
wards  on  the  left  fide,  leaving  th« 
knife  in  the  wound.  Boardingham 
made  to  the  dreet,  and  cried  out 
murder;  in  the  mean  time  Aik¬ 
ney  efcaped, 

A  neighbour  came  to  his  aflid- 
ance,  and  found  him,  holding  in 
one  hand  the  bloody  knife  jud 
drawn  out  of  the  wound,  and  with 
the  other  fupporting  his  bowels 
that  were  falling  from  hjs  body. 
He  languifhed  till  next  day,  when 
he  expired  in  great  agonies.  The 
knife  was  produced  in  court,  and 
proved  to  be  Aikney^s,  who,  on 
being  afked  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
advance  in  his  defence,  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  truth  of  the  evidence, 
and  received  his  fentence  with  re- 
fignation, 

Elizabeth  Boardingham*s  body 
was  burnt  to  alhes,  and  Thomas 
Aikney’s  fenc  to  the  infirmary  at 
Leeds' for  diffeftion.  ' 

At  the  fame  aflizes  a  caufe  was 
tried,  wherein  Mrs.  Saunderfon 
was  plaintiff,  and  a  maltder  de¬ 
fendant,  for  non-performance  of  a 
promife  of  marriage.  The  jury 
found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  100  1. 
damages.  The  defendant  is  60 

years 
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years  of  age,  and  the  plaintiff  up¬ 
wards  of  50. 

At  Stafford,  fix  were  capitally 
convidled  ;  one  of  whom  was  for 
the  murder  of  his  own  daughter, 
an  infant,  aged  ten  weeks. 

At  Derby,  one,  for  the  murder 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Vickars,  Dec.  18, 

J774- 

At  Norwich,  four. 

At  the  fame  alTizes  came  on  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Juftice  Willes,  and  a  fpe- 
cialjury,  an  action  of  debt, brought 
by  Pinckney  Wilkinfon,  Efq;  a- 
gainil  a  clergyman,  in  order  to 
recover  the  fum  of  80  1.  for  eight 
months  non-refidence  on  his  liv¬ 
ing  in  this  county,  when  the  jury 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff, 
fubjedt  to  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
of  King^s-Bench,  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  queftion,  ‘  Whether  the  want 
of  a  parfonage-houfe  is  a  fufficient 
excufe  for  the  defendant’s  abfence 
from  his  living,  and  a  total  neglect 
of  his  duty.’  [See  p.  141.  for  the 
opinion  of  the  court  thereupon.] 

At  Dorchefter,  one,  for  horfe- 
flealing,  but  reprieved. 

At  Shrewfbury,  four. 

At  Kingrton,  nineteen  ;  four¬ 
teen  of  whom  were  afterwards  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Bury,  four;  but  all  after¬ 
wards  reprieved. 

At  the  fame  aflizes,  a  livery  fer- 
yant  brought  an  action  againfl;  a 
juftice  of  the  peace  for  falfe  im- 
prifonment,  being  committed  for 
going  out  with  his  maker’s  grey¬ 
hounds,  by  his  maker’s  order,  and 
killing  a  hare.  The  jury,  who 
were  fpecial,  deeming  it  an  a6l  of 
oppreflion,  found  for  the  plaintiff 
with  coks  of  fuit. 

At  Eak  Grinkead,  one  was  ca¬ 
pitally  convided,  but  reprieved. 

At  Exeter,  four. 
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At  Warwick,  feven ;  four  of 
whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Launcekon,  one,  for  the 
m  urder  of  her  bakard  child. 

At  Lancaker,  two.  Fourteen, 
more,  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  riot  at  Liverpool,  were,  by  the 
clemency  of  the  judge  and  profe- 
cutors,  fuffered  to  go  on  board  one 
of  his  majeky’s  fhips  of  war  def- 
tined  for  America. 

At  Glouceker,  feven  were  capi¬ 
tally  convidled. 

At  Monrr.'Outh,  one,  who  was 
afterwards  reprieved. 

At  Taunton,  nine. 

At  Brikol,  four  ;  but  all  re¬ 
prieved. 

Huntingdon  and  Hereford  affizes 
proved  maiden  ones. 

At  Hereford  aflizes,  an  adion  of 
Angular  importance  to  all  trader^ 
in  hops  was  tried,  between  Mr* 
Beezley,  of  Worceker,  plaintik*, 
and  Mr.  Higgings,  of  Hereford, 
defendant,  to  recover  fatlsfatlion 
for  a  parcel  of  hops  fold  in  O6I0- 
ber  lak  by  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  which  turned  out  to 
be  badly  cured,  and,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  unmarketable.  The  event 
of  this  aflion  (which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  all  hop  planters  will  record 
in  their  minds)  was,  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  compelled  to  take  the 
hops  again  ;  refund  the  price  5  pay 
interek,  and  for  vvarehoufe  room; 
and  allow  a  moderate  profit  to  the 
plaintiff,  which  he  of  courfe  would 
have  made  if  the  hops  had  been 
found  ;  and  alfo  to  pay  coks. 

A  new  regulation  was  ordered 
to  take  place  for  the  future  at  all 
the  county  alTizes  ;  which  is,  that 
all  perfons  condemned,  and  after¬ 
wards  pardoned,  are  to  be  tranf- 
ported  forthwith,  and  not  to  lie 
8  till 
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till  another  affize  to  plead  their 
pardon,  as  hitherto  had  been  the 
cuftom. 


MAY. 

rt  By  a  proclamation  ilTaed 

*  '  the  1 2th  ult,  and  to  take 
place  this  day,  no  guineas,  half¬ 
guineas,  or  quarter-guineas,  more 
deficient  in  weight  than  the  rates 
fpecified  in  the  table  following  ; 
viz.  d'Wts,  grs. 

Guineas  coined  priori 

to  the  ift:  of  Ja->  5  8 

nuary  1772  j 

Half-guineas  during  1  2  16 

the  fame  period,  3 
Quarter-guineas, dur-  ?  j  g 

ingthe  fame  period,  3 

are  to  be  allowed  to  be  current,  or 
to  pafs  in  any  payment  whatfoever, 
in  Great  Britain,  except 


Guineas  coined  priori 
to  the  I  ft  of  Janua-  > 
ry  1772,  weighing  3 
Half-guineas,  during  1 
the  fame  period,  3 
Quarter-guineas, dur-  7 
ing  the  fame  period,  3 


dnxits,  grs» 
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which  were,  till  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft  following,  inclufively,  to  pafs 
in  payments  to  be  made  at  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  Exchequer,  or  to  the 
colleftors  or  receivers  of  the  re¬ 
venues  in  Great-Britain,  or  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  or  to  fuch  other  per- 
fon  or  perfons  as  fhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  lords  commiffioners 
of  the  treafury,  or  any  three  of 
them,  or  the  Bank,  to  receive  and 
exchange  the  fame  for  gold  of  the 
weight  mentioned  in  the  firft  table. 


fuch  appointments  to  be  publiflied 
in  the  London  Gazette. 

On  this  occafton,  three  or  four 
large  fums,  in  light  gold,  >vere  loft 
in  their  vvay  to  London,  by  being 
packed  up,  without  any  other  pre¬ 
caution,  in  parcels,  which,  though 
big  enough  to  conceal  the  bulk, 
were  not  heavy  enough  to  drown 
the  weight, of  fo  ponderous  a  metal, 

A  demurrer  in  the  caufe,  the 
king  againft  John  Hart,  Efq;  for 
ufurpring  the  office  of  Alderman  of 
the  city  of  London,  was  argued  in 
the  court  of  King’s-Bench,  when 
it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  that 
the  election  is  void. 

The  governors  of  the  Mag- 
dalen  charity  dined  together, 
w'hen  the  colledlion  amounted  to 
1007  1.  13  s.  6  d. 

Whitehall f  May  j.  The  ’King 
has  been  pleafed  to  order  letters 
patent  to  be  pafted  under  the 
crreat  feal  of  Great  Britain,  con- 
ftituting  and  appointing  Richard 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  the  Honour¬ 
able  William  Howe,  Efq;>  Major- 
General  of  his  Majefty’s  forces, 
and  General  of  his  Majefty^s  forces 
in  North  America  only,  to  be  his 
Majefty’s  commiffioners  for  reftor^ 
ing  peace  to  his  Majefty’s  colonies 
and  plantations  in  North- America; 
and  for  granting  pardon  to  fuch  of 
his  Majefty’s  fubjeds  there,  now 
in  rebellion,  as  lhall  deferve  the 
royal  mercy. 

His  Majefty  hath  aifo  been 
pleafed  to  nominate  and  appoint 
Henry  Strachy,  Efq;  to  be  fecre- 
tary  to  the  faid  commiffion. 

And  about  this  time,  or  foon 
after.  General  Howe  was  invefted 
with  full  power  to  grant  commif- 
fions  of  every  rank, 

6th.  The 
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^  ,  The  fiege  of  Quebec  was 
^  *  raifed  ;  and  foon  after 'Ge¬ 
neral  Carjeton  iffued  two  procla¬ 
mations  ;  by  one  of  which  he 
forbid  fuch  of  its  former  inhabi¬ 
tants,  w'ith  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren,  as  had  been  banifhed  the 
town  before  the  fiege,  on  account 
cf  their  not  joining  in  its  defence, 
to  attempt  coming  back,  without 
a  fpecial  licence  under  his  hand, 
or  that  of  the  lieutenant  governor  : 
by  the  other,  he  invited  fuch  of 
the  Provincials  as  might  be  hiding 
in  the  woods,  particularly  the  fick 
and  wounded,  in  danger  of  perilh- 
ing  for  want  of  neceffaries,  to  come 
in  and  be  taken  fome  care  of ; 
with  a  promife  to  difmifs  them 
when  able  to  fet  out  for  their  own 
homes. 

Was  held  the  anniverfary 
''  *  meeting  of  the  fons  of  the 

clergy.  The  colleclions  at  the  per¬ 
formances  in  church,  and  feaft, 
were  as  follow  :  at  St.  Paul’s  197I. 
at  ditto,  280I  IIS.  6d.  at  Mer- 
chant-Taylof’s  Hall,  392I.  6s. 
Total,  869].  17s.  6d. 
p  L  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith 
^  *  took  leave  Of  his  Majeily, 
being  foon  to  fet  out  on  his  em- 
balTay  to  the  court  of  Vienna, 

An  ox  of  an  extraordinary  mag¬ 
nitude,  fed  by  Henry  Lutwidge, 
Efq.  at  Coopcr’s-Hill,  was  killed 
at  Wigan,  in  Lancafiiire.  It  mea- 
fured,  when  living,  16  hands  in 
height,  and  9  feet  2  inches  in  girt 
over  the  part  called  the  faddle ; 
and  weighed  15681b.  After  it  was 
flaughtered,  there  were  taken  from 
it  i68lb.  of  tallow.  The  firloin, 
which  weighed  671b.  was'  nine 
inches  deep  in  fat ;  and  the  rump 
weighed  771b.  both  of  them  cut 
as  fcant  as  polTxble, 


At  the  anniverfary  meet¬ 
ing.  of  the  fociety  for  the 
difeharge  and  relief  of  perfons  im- 
prifoned  for  fmall  debts,  it  ap¬ 
peared  by  accounts  laid  before  the 
fociety,  that  lince  its  inftitution, 
3591  debtors  had  been  releafed, 
and  reftored  to  their  families  ;  and. 
a  conliderable  fum  was  colledled 
towards  extending  this  charitable 
defign. 

Sir  Robert  Ainhie,  late 
appointed  ambaflador  to  • 

the  court  of  Conftantinople,  took 
leave  of  his  Majefly,  being  in  a 
few  days  to  fet  out  on  his  embaffy. 
Plenry  Higden,  Efq.  late  fecretary 
to  Lord  Suffolk,  is  appointed  fe¬ 
cretary  to  this  embaffy. 

During  an  audience  of 
leave  which  Prince  Repnin, 
ambaffador  extraordinary  at  the 
Porte  frcmRuffia,  had  this  day  of 
the  grand  vizir,  one  of  his  officers, 
even  in  his  prefence,  threw  off  his 
uniform  and  hat,  and  called  for 
a  turban,  declaring  he  was  a  true 
and  faithful  Mahometan, But  his 
excellency  having  talked  to  him, 
in  the  Ruffian  language,  and  re¬ 
claimed  him,  the  grand  vizir 
caufed  him  to  be  returned  5  which, 
however,  was  not  the  cafe  with 
about  twenty  other  Ruffians,  who 
turned  Mahometans. 

A  few  days  ago  came  on  to  be 
argued  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  a  fpecial  cafe  referved  at 
the  Norfolk  affizes,  in  a  caufe  be¬ 
tween  Pinckney  Wilkinfon,  Efq, 
plaintiff,  and  a  clergyman  defen¬ 
dant,  upon  the  following  queftion, 
whether  the  want  of  a  parfonage- 
houfeis  a  fufficient  excufe  for  a  cler¬ 
gyman’s  abfenting  himfelf  from, 
and  neglefting  the  care  of  his  liv¬ 
ing,  The  court  were  unanimoufly 

of 
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of  opinion,  that  the  want  of  a 
parfonage-houfe  is  not  an  excufe 
for  non-refidence ;  but  that  in  fuch 
cafe  a  clergyman  is  obliged  to  be 
refident  upon  his  living,  and  to 
perform  his  parochial  duty,  and 
for  that  purpofe  mud:  hire  an  ha¬ 
bitation  in  or  near  his  pariih  and 
accordingly  judgment  was  pro¬ 
nounced  for  the  plaintiff. 

I  The  royal  affent  was 
given,  by  commiffion,  to 
the  following  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  forraifing  acertain  fum, 
by  loans  on  Exchequer  bills,  for 
she  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 

The  bill  more  effe61ually  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  dealing  or  deliroying  of 
deer  in  Great-Britain. 

The  bill  for  fecuring  a  fund  be¬ 
longing  to  certain  perfons  of  the 
theatre  in  Covent-Garden,  and  ap¬ 
plicable  to  charitable  purpofos. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  corpo¬ 
ration  of  guardians  of  the  poor  in 
the  Me  of  Wight. 

The  bill  to  remove  the  danger 
of  fire  amongd  the  Ihips  in  the 
port  of  Briftol, 

The  bill  to  amend  an  a6l  for 
lighting  and  paving  Portfmouth’. 

The  bill  for  the  better  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  pilchard  fifoery 
within  the  bay  of  Sr.  Ives. 

The  bill  to  declare  his  majefty’s 
natural-born  fubjeds  inheritable  to 
the  edates  of  their  anceftors  in 
Scotland. 

The  bill  for  granting  a  bounty 
on  fiax-feed,  the  growth  of  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands,  imported 
into  Ireland. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
felves  for  offices  or  employments 
within  the  time  limited  by  law. 

The  bill  for  better  fupplying  the 
town  of  Brecknock  with  water. 


and  for  paving  and  lighting  the 
llreet  therein. 

The  bills  todiffolve  the  marriages 
of  Charles  Horneck,  Efq.  and  of 
Dr.  John  Elliot. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  other  public 
and  private  bills  ready  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  and 
upwards. 

Lord  Ravenfworth  moved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  that  the  commif- 
fionersof  excife  be  defired  to  write 
to  all  fuch  perfons  as  they  had  rea- 
fon  to  fufpedl  had  filver-plate,  and 
had  not  paid  the  duty,  and  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  houfe  the  names  of  fuch 
perfons  as  had,  or  had  not  paid  it, 
on  the  firft  day  of  next  feffions. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Happened  the  affiaj^r  of  the  Ce¬ 
dars,  not  perhaps  fo  remarkable 
for  the  defeat  of  a  pretty  large 
body  of  Provincials,  as  the  handle 
made  of  it  by  the  Continental  Con- 
grefs  to  charge  the  Britifh  troops 
with  the  moil  w'anton  cruelty ; 
whereas  it  has  been  fince  proved 
that  their  behaviour  had  been  quite 
the  reverfe. 

The  opinion  of  the  court 
of  Ccmmon- Pleas  was  fo- 
lemnly  delivered  by  all  the  judges 
upon  a  motion  for  an  arrefi  of 
judgment,  in  a  caufe  wherein  Mrs, 
Baddeley,  comedian,  was  defen¬ 
dant,  The  court  was  unanimous 
in  granting  the  motion,  but  feemed 
to  differ  as  to  the  principles.  The 
chief  juftice  declared,  that  as  a 
feme  conjert,  and  not  fubjcft  to  the 
local  CLiftom  of  any  trading  com-, 
munity,  fhe  could  not  be  lued,  and 
was  by  law  equally  incapable  of 
fuing.  His  lordfhip  adduced  feve¬ 
ral  cafes,  which  clearly  proved, 
that  bv  the  common  law  of  this 
country,  a  married  woman,  not 
under  influence  of  locality,  cannot 

be 
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he  ma<3e  accountable  for  any  debts 
ihe  may  contract. 

,  The  Congrefs,  confider- 

*  ing  the  United  Colonies 
as  excluded  by  the  capture-adts 
from  the  protedion  of  the  crowri 
of  Great*Britain,  recommended  to 
the  refpedtive  colonies,  to  adopt 
fuch  formof  government,  as  fhould 
beft  conduce  to  the  happinefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  fafety  of 
America. 

,  The  Attorney-General 

‘  came  into  the  court  of 
King’s-Bench,  and  moved  for 
judgment  againft  General  Smith, 
for  bribing  the  electors  of  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Hindoo:  Mr.  Juftice 
Willes  Hated  the  evidence  againll 
him.  As  foon  as  he  concluded, 
Serjeant  Davy  and  Mr.  Mansfield 
endeavoured  to  mitigate  the  fen- 
tence,  by  fhewing  how  much  the 
general  had  already  been  punifhed 
for  his  offence,  the  great  expence 
he  was  at,  and  likely  to  be  at.  In 
anfwer  to  what  was  urged  in  his 
favour,  the  Attorney-General  in¬ 
filled,  that  the  reafons  given  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  him,  only  aggravated  his 
guilt.  Lord  Mansfield  then  began 
by  exprefling  his  concern  that  the 
defendant  had  broughthimfelf  into 
fo  difagreeable  a  fituation,  purfued 
the  Attorney-Generars  idea,  that 
as  to  the  expence,  the  General 
brought  it  on  himfelf  by  procuring 
a  return  by  corruption  •  that  the  vo¬ 
ters  being  willing  to  receive  bribes, 
was  no  juflification  of  the  giver  ; 
that  fuch  punifhment  fhould  be  in- 
Bidedaswould  compel  thecandidate 
to  be  honefl ;  that  the  present  cafe 
was  of  the  moft  ferious  nature.  An 
officer  of  the  crown,  on  behalf  of 
the  public,  profecutcd  to  convic¬ 
tion  a  man  endeavouring  to  get 
into  the  fenate  by  corruption  5  this 
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crime  called  for  ample  punifhment 
by  way  of  example  ;  it  was  the 
iirfl  inltance  of  the  kind  heard  of, 
and  fhould  be  maturely  confidered, 
as  it  would  be  impcffible  to  pre~ 
ferve  the  conlHtution  from  ruin,  if 
courts  of  juftice  did  not  aCl  with 
vigour,  when  fuch  matters  came 
before  them.  His  lordfhip  then  or¬ 
dered  the  General  for  the  prefen t 
to  Hand  committed,  and  to  be 
brought  up  the  firft  day  of  next 
term  to  receive  whatever  fentence 
the  court  fhould  think  proper  to 
pronounce.  Mr.  Hollis,  the  other 
candidate.  Handing  upon  the  fame 
ground,  was  difmifTed  in  the  fame 
manner;  and  both  fent  to  the 
King*s-Bench  prifon. 

The  following  bills  were 
pafTed  by  commiffion  :  20tn, 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  a  certain  fum  out  of  the  fink* 
ing  fund. 

The  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to 
raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  purpofe  therein  mentioned. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  feveral  duties  on  coaches  and 
other  carriages  ;  alfo  upon  inden¬ 
tures,  leafes,  bonds,  and  other 
deeds ;  likewife  upon  cards,  dice, 
and  news-papers ;  and  for  railing 
two  millions  by  annuities  and  a 
lottery. 

The  bill  for  raifing  a  certain  fum 
by  loans  on  exchequer-bills. 

The  bill  for  relief  of  infolvent 
debtors,  and  bankrupts  in  certain 
cafes. 

The  bill  to  diJfToIve  the  marriage 
of  Sir  Thomas  Charles  Bunbury 
with  his  now  wife,  and  to  enable 
him  to  marry  again. 

The  bill  for  eredling  light* 
houfes  and  land-maks  in  the  part 
of  Chefter,  for  the  better  fecurity 
of  Ihipping. 

The 
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The  bill  to  explain,  amend,  and 
reduce  into  one  aft,  the  general 
laws  in  being,  for  the  better  pre- 
fervation  of  turnpike  roads. 

The  bill  for  the  further  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  whale-filhery,  car¬ 
ried  on  from  Great-Eritain  and 
Ireland. 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
wheat  and  other  articles  to  the  fu- 
gar  colonies  in  America,  and  to 
the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  and  other 
fettlements  belonging  to  the  Eaft- 
India  Company. 

The  bill  for  allowing  corn, 
grain,  and  flour,  imported  into 
the  port  of  PreflOn,  to  be  landed 
without  payment  of  the  duties. 

The  bill  for  draining,  improv¬ 
ing,  and  preferving  certain  fen 
and  wafte  lands  near  Sandwich. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure,  and  private  bills. 

By  the  coach  aft  an  additional 
duty  of  20s.  per  annum  is  laid  on 
all  coaches,  berlins,  &c,  except 
hackney-coaches  ;/  and  a  duty  of 
^1.  per  annum  on  flages ;  notice 
to  be  given,  and  payment  made, 
agreeable  to  an  aft  20  Geo.  L  The 
claufe  in  the  faid  aft,  exempting 
perfons  from  paying  for  more  than 
five  carriages,  is  repealed. 

By  the  new  aft  with  refpeft  to 
flamps,  an  additional  duty  of  is. 
is  laid  on  all  indentures,  bonds, 
kc,  heretofore  liable  to  a  Ihillinp: 
ftamp  ;  an  additional  du^y  of  bd. 
on  every  pack  of  playing  cards, 
and  2s.  6d.  on  every  pair  of  dice 
made  for  fale ;  an  additional  duty 
of  one  half-penny  on  every  flieet  or 
half-fheet  of  news-paper.  Com- 
miflioners  may  provide  a  new 
ftamp,  to  denote  all  the  feveral  du¬ 
ties  ;  and,  after  July  5,  1776,  all 
vellum,  &c,  liable  to  the  new  duty, 
to  be  carried  to  the  ftamp-office. 


&c.  before  it  is  printed  or  wrote 
on.  Perfons  counterfeiting  ftamps 
to  fulfer  death  as  felons.  Selling 
cards  to  be  played  with,  after  the 
cover  has  been  broke  open,  5I. 
penalty. 

By  returns  made  from  the  gaols 
throughout  the  kingdom,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  there  are  upwards  of 
8000  debtors  in  the  different  pri- 
fons  waiting  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  infolvent-aft. 

His  Majeffy  went  to  the 
houfe  of  peers, and,  after  be- 
ing  addreffed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  gave  the  royal 
alfent  to  the  following  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  to  oblige  the  overfeers 
of  the  poor,  within  the  feveral  pa- 
riflies  and  places  in  England, 
which  are  not  under  the  provifion 
of  former  afts,  to  make  returns 
upon  oath  relative  to  the  ft  ate  of 
their  poor. 

The,  hill  to  alter  the  mode  of 
puniffirnent  of  felons  fentenced  for 
tranTportation,  to  hard  labour  in 
England. 

The  bill  to  diiTolve  the  marriage 
of  the  Rev.  John  Jenkins,  with 
Mary  Jenkins,  his  wife. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  Duke  of 
St.  Alban’s  effate,  and  fome  other 
bills. 

And  then  his  Majeffy  put  an 
end  to  the  feffions,  by  a  moff  gra¬ 
cious  fpeech  ;  which  the  reader  will 
And,  as  alfo  the  Speaker’s  addrefs, 
among  our  State  Papers. 

The  new  hall,  called  P'ree  Ma- 
fon’s  Hall,  in  Great  Queen-ffreet, 
Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  was  dedicated 
with  great  folemnity  ;  great  num¬ 
bers  of  ffrangers  being  prefent; 
particularly  ladies,  who  were  treat¬ 
ed  with  great  politenefs.  Doftor 
Dodd  preached  the  fermon  on  the 
occafion. 

Being  Holy  Thurfday,  8,400 

charity 
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tii^rity  children,  educated  in  the 
different  fchools  of  London  and 
Weftminfter,  met,  and  heard  di¬ 
vine  fervice  performed  at  Chrift- 
Church,  according  to  annual  cuf- 
tom. 

1  The  general  affembly  of 

*  the  church  of  Scotland  met 
at  Edinburgh,  and  chofe  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Rer  their  moderator. 
Lord  Cathcart  was  his  .Majelfy’s 
high  commiffioner  on  the  occafion. 

,  The  felfions  ended  at  the 

^'5^  '  Old-Bailey,  when  two  cri¬ 
minals,  for  murdering  Jofeph  Pear- 
fon,  a  cuftom-houfe  oificer,  on  the 
iithof  April  lafi;  j  two  for  coin¬ 
ing,  and  fifteen  others  for  vaHous 
Other  capital  crimes,  received  fen- 
terice  of  death  ;  forty-one  were 
branded  in  tlie  hand,  of  whom  fe- 
veral  were  ordered  to  be  imprifoned 
for  foine  time  in  Newgate  ;  four 
were  ordered  to  be  whipped  ;  and 
eighteen  difcharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion.  With  the  two  coiners  was 
tried  one  Hannah  Horner,  as  an 
acceffary,  who  having  a  fine  child 
about  four  months  old  at  her  breart, 
greatly  affedlcd  the  whole  court. 
On  her  acquittal,  Ihefell  into  tears ; 
and  after  paying  her  refpedls  to  the 
court  and  j ury,  firft  embraced  her 
little  innocent ;  and  then,  in  a 
kind  of  frenzy,  feized  the  unhappy 
father,  one  of  the  coiners,  in  her 
arms^  and  was  with  difficulty  difen- 
gaged  from  him,  e%preffing  more 
anxiety  for  his  life  than  for  her 
own.  At  the  fame  inllant,  on  the 
convidlion  of  the  other  coiner,  a 
well-dreffed  young  woman  in  the 
gallery  burfl  into  a  loud  fit,  cry¬ 
ing  out  repeatedly  to  the  Lord- 
mayor  and  judges,  Gentlemen, 
fpare  my  father  !  mercy  !  mercy  ! 
to  my  dear  father  and  then 
VoL.-XlX. 
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falling  down  on  the  floor,  w'as  car¬ 
ried  out  of  court  in  great  agonies. 

The  two  murderers  were  exe¬ 
cuted  on  the  27th.  The  poor  man 
they  had  murdered  was  one  of  four 
cuftom-hoG fe  officers,  who,  having 
previous  intelligence  that  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  tea  was  to  be  run  in  tliC 
flight,  way-laid  the  fmuggler^, 
near  Deptford  turnpike  ;  but  poffi- 
bly  the  fame  perfon  who  gave  the 
information  to  the  officers  might 
alarm  the  fmugglers,  who, having 
made  themfelves  drunk  for  mif- 
chief,  inftead  of  running  the  rea> 
armed  themfelves  with  clubs  and 
bludgeons  to  hunt  the  oflicers  ;  the 
unfortunate  deceafed  was  overtaken 
in  the  purfuit,  and  beat  fo  unmer¬ 
cifully,  that  he  died,  after  being 
conveyed  to  the  hofpital,  in  great 
agonies.  They  Were  convicted  ori 
the  evidence  of  an  accomplice  ;  but 
there  were  other  corroboradno- 

4  O 

proofs  againft  them,  though  none 
to  their  being  the  identical  perlons 
who  gave  the  blows.  One  Gipfy 
George,  a  noted  fmuggler,  was 
their  employer,  and  hired  the  whole 
gang,  twenty  in  number,  to  pur- 
fue  the  officers. 

Mod  of  the  other  capital  convifls 
were  refpited  ;  the  red,  of  whom 
the  two  coiners,  and  an  elderly 
man,  for  being  concerned  with  his  ^ 
fon  in  robbing  the  fon’s  mader, 
made  a  part ;  with  another  con- 
vi(fl;ed  in  February  feffions  for  writ¬ 
ing  a  threatening  letter,  when  un¬ 
der  fentence  of  tranfportation  in 
Newgate,  to  the  profecutor  of  a 
fellow  prifoner  ;  were  executed  at 
Tyburn  the  17th  of  July,  The 
criminal,  for  writing  the  threaten¬ 
ing  letter,  had  been  kept  back  for 
the  opinion  of  the  judges,  on  a 
point  of  law.  The  youth  con- 
[K]  viiUd 
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vifted  of  robbing  his  mailer,  was 
faved  in  confequence  of  a  recom- 
mendation  by  the  jury,  as  it  ap¬ 
peared  he  had  been  put  on  by  his 
father  ;  and  of  a  petition  after¬ 
wards  prefented  to  the  king  by  his 
grandmother,  a  poor  woman  of 
eighty-two;  whom  his  Majefty 
perceiving  to  totter  as  ihe  ap- 
|)roached  him,  was  gracioudy 
pleafed  to  go  and  meet* 

,  Being  the  anniverfary  of 
*  thereftorationof  Charlesll. 
the  fame  was  cbferved  as  ufual. 

Afudden  fire  broke  out,  at  noon¬ 
day,  at  Bellon,  in  Rutlandihire,  by 
which  27  houfes  were  confamed, 
befides  barns,  out-houfe?,  and  gra¬ 
naries,  and  more  than  170  perfons 
reduced  to  the  greateft  diitrefs.  It 
was  occafioned  by  a  girl’s  throwing 
hot  allies  into  a  back  yard,  which 
kindled  the  litter  and  let  an  out- 
houfe  on  fire. 

They  write  from  Vienna,  that 
lince  the  power  of  the  monks  is 
fallen,  the  clouds  of  ignorance  are 
difiipated ,  and  toleration  has  proved 
that  the  diiference  of  religion  does 
not  either  weaken  the  love,  or  lefien 
the  fidelity,  of  fubjedls,  or  fow  the 
leaftdifTenfion  among  them  ;  if  they 
are  equally  well  ufed.  By  an  impe¬ 
rial  edidl  lately  published  in  Hun¬ 
gary,  it  is  laid  to  be  enadled,  Firfi:, 
that  no  fick  protefiant  lhall  for  the 
future  be  obliged  to  have  a  catho¬ 
lic  pricu.  2d,  The  latter  are  for¬ 
bid  going  to  the  fick  protefiants, 
unlels  they  are  called  by  the  fick 
perfons,  their  relations, or  protefiant 
friends.  3d,  The  proteflants  lhall 
not  for  the  future  be  obliged  to 
have  a  catholic  priefl  to  attend  their 
funerals.  4th,  If  a  prieft  is  called 
upon  on  fuch  an  occafion,  he  lhall 
be  obliged  to  fing  fuch  canticles 


as  the  protedants  lhall  chufe* 
5th,  All  catholic  fchool-mafters, 
are  forbid  to  put  fuch  books 
into  the  hands  of  their  pupils,  as 
treat  of  different  dodlrines  from 
that  which  their  parents  profefs, 
under  pain  of  lofing  their  employ¬ 
ments.  6th,  All  proceflions,  &c. 
which  take  up  more  than  one  day, 
are  abfolutely  forbid.  7th,  When 
proceflions  are  made  in  cities,  the 
proteftants  lhall  not  be  obliged  to 
aflifl:  at  them  ;  confequently  they 
are  not  to  be  invited,  or  punilhed 
for  not  coming.  By  thefe  means 
all  diforder,  animolity,  and  pro¬ 
fanation  will  be  put  an  end  to. 

Several  Spanilh  frigates  having 
been  fent  from  Acapulco  to  make 
difcoveries,  and  propagate  the 
Gofpel  among  the  Indians  to  the 
north  of  California;  in  the  month 
of  July,  1774,  they  navigated  as 
high  upon  the  coafl;  as  the  latitude 
58  deg.  20  min.  fix  degrees  above 
Cape  Blanco.  Having  difcovered 
feveral  good  ports,  and  navigable 
rivers,  upon  the  wed  coad  of  thii? 
great  continent,  they  edablilhed  in 
one  of  the  larged  ports,  a  garrifon, 
and  called  the  port  Preiidiode  San 
Carlos;  and,  befides,  left  a  miflion 
at  every  port  where  inhabitants 
were  to  be  found.  The  Indians 
they  here  met  wdth,  are  laid  to  be 
a  docile  fort  of  people,  agreeable 
in  their  countenance,  honed  in 
their  traffic,  and  neat  in  their  drefs, 
but  at  the  fame  time  idolaters  to 
the  greated  degree,  having  never 
before  had  any  intercourfe  with  Eu¬ 
ropeans.  M.  Buccarelli,  viceroy  of 
New  Spain,  has  received  his  ca¬ 
tholic  majedy’s  thanks  for  thefe  dif¬ 
coveries,  as  they  were  made  under 
his  diretdion,  and  the  feveral  navy 
officers  upon  that  fervice  have  been 

preferred. 
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prelferfed.  It  is  imagined  that 
thofe  new  difcoveries  will  be  very 
advantageous,  as  the  coail  abounds 
with  whalesi  as  alfo  a  fifh  equal  to 
the  Newfoundland  cod,  known  in 
Spain  by  the  name  of  Baccalao. 

At  the  late  Lent  afizes  of  Mary¬ 
borough,  in  Ireland,  twelve  of  the 
deluded  people  called  White-boys 
were  capitally  convidled  on  a  late 
a6l,  and  ordered  for  execution.  By 
this  a6t,  perions  found  in  arms,  day 
©r  night,  in  any  difguife,  or  di- 
ftinguiflied  by  any  name  other  than 
their  ufual  name,  are  liable  to  cor¬ 
poral  punifhment,  fine,  or  impri- 

fonment  ; - perfons  maiming, 

wounding,  Ihooting  at,  threaten¬ 
ing  the  perfon,  or  deflroying  the 
property,  of  another,  or  compelling 
him  to  join  in  any  criminal  offences, 
are  punifhabie  with  death  ;-^per- 
fons  forcibly  entering  the  dwelling- 
houfes  of  others  in  the  night,  or 
cauling  any  door  to  be  opened,  any 
arms,  ammunition,  or  other  goods, 
©r  chattels  to  be  feized,  are  pu- 

niihable  with  death  ; - -aiding, 

abetting,  or  concealing  any  fuch 

perfons,  is  death  ; - and  perfons 

killing  or  maiming  fuch  offenders 
in  purfuing  or  apprehending  them, 

are  indemnified, - All  damages 

done  by  fuch  offenders  are  to  be 
made  good  by  affeffment  in  the 
diffridl  where  the  damage  is  fuf- 
tained.  Magiftrates  are  empow¬ 
ered  ta  fearch  for  and  feize  all 
arms',  &c.  in  the  poffeffion  of  pa- 
pifts  or  reputed  papiffs  ;  and  per¬ 
fons  under  fuch  denomination  are 
ruble  to  corporal  punilhment,  fine, 
and  impriionment,  for  concealing 
arms,  ammunition,  &:c,  Theadt, 
however,  allows  time  for  crimi¬ 
nals  to  furrcnder  and  receive  par¬ 
don  ;  and  enads,  that  no  confef- 


fion  that  may  be  then  made,  lhall 
be  brought  in  evidence  againff  any 
perfon  fo furrendering  ana  pleading 
pardon. 

On  the  15th  inffant,  Ellin  El¬ 
lis,  aged  -2,  and  who  had  been 
married  46  years,  was  brought  to 
bed,  at  the  Four  CroffeSj  Den- 
bighlhire.  She  has  had  twelve 
children  by  the  fame  father,  the 
oldeff  was 45,  and  the youngeff,  be¬ 
fore  the  lalt,  25  years  of  age.  The 
lalt  was  ffili-born,  owing,  as  it  is 
iman-ined,  to  the  mother’s  beinor 
frightened  by  a  brute  of' a  fellow 
telling  her  a  fortnight  before,  that, 
if  ffie  was  with  child,  it  muff  be 
by  the  deviL  This  is  fo  remark¬ 
able  an  event,  that  her  pregnancy 
was  much  called  in  queftion.  Both, 
fhe  and  her  huiband  looked  very 
infirm. 

Died,  the  iff;  inffant,  William 
Smith,  Efq;  aged  98,  at  Seven- 
Oaks,  Kent.  He  has  left  an  only 
fon.  Ills  heir,  who  is  upwards  of 
60. 

The  §th.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Ric- 
aby,  hofier,  in  the  Borough.  Her 
death  was  occafioned  by  a  {harper’s 
coming  in  to  her  on  a  pretended, 
meffage,  and  haffily  telling  her  that 
her  huibahd  was  diopt  down  dead 
at  Caniberwell. 

The  29th  j,  Nicholas  Price,  Efq;  1 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Kinfale, 
As  he  was  walking  along  Dame- 
ftreet,  Dublin,'  he  ffruck  a  man. 
that  met  him,  and  who  he  faid  had 
joftled  him  againff  the  wall,  a  blow 
or  two  with  his  cane.  The  man, 
whether  he  knew  the  governor  or  ’ 
not,  never  returned  the  blow,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  taking  tffe 
cane  with  which  he  had  been 
ffruck  ;  when  the  governor  imme¬ 
diately  fell  againff  the  wall  and 

[K]  2  expired. 
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expired.  Several furgeons were fent 
for,  who  attempted  to  bleed  him, 
but  all  to  no  purpofe.  It  is  pre¬ 
fumed  he  burll  a  blood  velTel  in 
his  paffioni 


JUNE. 

r 

rt  Some  experiments  were 
^  *  tried  at  Woolwich  before 
Lord  Vifcount  Townlhend,  Lord 
Amherd,  Generals  Harvey  and 
Uefaguliers,  and  a  number  of  other 
officers,  with  a  rifle  gun,  upon  a 
new  conflruftion,  by  Capt.  Fergu- 
fon,  of  the  70th  regiment ;  when 
that  gentleman,  under  the  difad- 
vantages  of  a  heavy  rain  and  a 
high  wind,  performed  the  follow¬ 
ing  four  things,  none  of  which  had 
ever  before  been  accomplifhed  with 
any  other  fmall  arms,  ifl,  Fie  fired 
during  four  or  five  minutes  at  a 
target,  at  200  yards  diftance,  at 
the  rate  of  four  fliots  each  minute. 
2dly,  He  fired  fix  fiiots  in  one  mi¬ 
nute.  3dly,  He  fired  four  times 
per  minute,  advancing  at  the  fame 
time  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  in 
the  hour.  4thly,  He  poured  a 
bottle  of  water  into  the  pan  and 
barrel  of  the  piece  when  loaded, 
fo  as  to  wet  every  grain  of  the 
powder,  and  in  lefs  than  half  a 
minute  fired  with  her  as  well  as 
ever,  without  extra(5ling  the  ball. 
He  alfo  hit  the  balFs  eye  at  100 
yards,  lying  with  his  back  on  the 
ground  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the 
unequalnefs  of  the  wind  and  wet- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  he  only  miffed 
the  target  three  times  during  the 
whole  courfc  of  the  experiments. 
The  captain  has  fince  taken  out 
a  patent  for  the  faid  improvements. 


It  paffed  the  great  feal  bn  the  4tli 
of  December  following. 

Some  weeks  ago,  a  merchant  in 
Dublin  was  charged,  before  the 
privy  council  of  Ireland,  with  be¬ 
ing  concerned  in  (hipping  ammu¬ 
nition  and  warlike  ftores  for  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  the  captain  of  the  Ihip 
Hancock  and  Adams,  with  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fame.  The  merchant 
was  difcharged  for  w^ant  of  direft 
proof,  but  the  captain  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Newgate. 

Two  addreffes  from  the 
general  aiTembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  ;  one  on  the 
difturbances  in  America,  the  other 
expreffing  their  congratulations  on 
the  birth  of  another  princefs,  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  London  Gazette. 

Being  his  majefty^s  birth-day, 
who  then  entered  into  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age,  their  ma^ 
jellies  received,  at  St.  James’s,  the 
compliments  of  a  numerous  and 
brilliant  court  on  that  occafion. 
[For  the  ode  performed  on  the  oc¬ 
cafion,  pleafe  to  turn  to  our  article 
of  poetry  for  this  year.] 

Came  on  at  Guildhall,  before 
Mr.  Juftice  Afton,  a  caufe  between 
Thomas  Eden  and  Chriftopher 
Court,  of  London,  tobacco  mer¬ 
chants,  plaintiffs,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  of  wharfingers,  defendants. 
The  aflion  was  brought  for  reco¬ 
very  of  damages  fullained  on  board 
the  wharfingers  lighters  to  and 
from  different  fhips  loaded  with 
tobacco;  which  being  plainly 
proved  to  have  been  occafioned  by 
w^ant  of  proper  covering,  or  other 
neceffary  care  on  the  part  of  the 
wharfinger,  a  verdibl  was  given  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiffs,  v/ith  full 
cofts  of  fait,  after  a  hearing  of  five 
hours. 
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,  /Was  tried  in  the  court  of 
^  '  King’s  -  Bench,  at  Guild¬ 

hall,  before  Lord  Mansfield  and  a 
fpecial  jury,  an  a6lion  brought  up¬ 
on  a  bond,  wherein  the  governors 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital  were  plain¬ 
tiffs,  and  a  perfon  who  had  con¬ 
tracted  to  furnifh  the  faid  hofpital 
with  meat,  defendant,  to  recover 
a  penalty  annexed  to  a  breach  of 
performance  of  the  contraCt.  The 
defendant  had  undertaken  by  bond 
to  deliver  good  ox  beef,  inftead  of 
which  he  had  fubftituted  bull  beef, 
and  bull-ltag  beef,  both  of  which 
were  faid  to  be  of  an  inferior  qua¬ 
lity.  To  prove  this,  a  late  fer- 
vant  of  the  defendant  was  called, 
who  pofitively  fwore,  that  he  then 
often  delivered  the  meat  at  the 
hofpital  from  his  mafter,  and  that 
amongil  it  was  a  quantity  of  the 
two  different  inferior  forts  above 
mentioned.  The  counfel,  after 
crofs-examining  the  witneffes,  con¬ 
tended,  that,  as  the  defendant’s 
bills  for  the  objectionable  meat 
had  been  properly  pafled,  it  was 
thereby  proclaimed  to  be  agree¬ 
able  to  the  contract,  and  had  wiped 
away  all  imputation  of  fraud.  But 
Lord  Mansfield,  in  charge  to  the 
jury,  combated  this  frivolous  and 
evafive  plea  with  equal  humanity 
and  juftice.  He  remarked  upon 
the  iniquity  of  praCtifing  a  fraud, 
in  the  very  article  of  life,  upon  fo 
extenfive  a  charity.  As  to  the  de¬ 
fence  fet 'up,  there  was  no  colour 
to  render  it  of  any  force  ;  though 
the  bills  had  been  paffed,  it  was 
evident,  that  thofe  who  audited 
them  were  impofed  on  ;  but  how¬ 
ever  that  might  be,  his  lordfhip 
acquainted  the  jury,  that  it  was  no 
matter  for  their  confideration  ;  if 
^hey  were  fatisfied  a  fraud  had 


been  committed  by  the  defendant 
upon  the  hofpital,  they  would  find 
a  verdiCl  for  the  plaintiffs.  The 
jury,  without  going  out  of  court, 
gave  a  verdiCl  of  one  hundred 
pounds  damages. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  ^  , 
morning,  a  violent  Ihock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Gib¬ 
raltar,  both  afhore  and  on  board 
the  fhips  in  the  harbour  ;  it  laded 
about  fifty  feconds  ;  but,  happily, 
neither  the  houfes  nor  the  forti¬ 
fications  received  any  damage. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  at  Guildhall,  before  Lord 
Mansfield,  a  caufe  wherein  Natha¬ 
niel  Lane,  of  the  citv  of  London, 
grocer,  was  plaintiff,  and  a  fchool- 
mafter,  or  mafter  of  an  academy, 
near  Barnard’s  Caftlein  Yorkfhire, 
defendant.  TheaClion  was  brought 
by  the  plaintiff  againft  the  defen¬ 
dant,  to  recover  a  fatisfaClion  for 
the  defendant’s  negleCt  of  the 
plaintiff’s  fon,  who  had  been  en- 
trufted  to  his  care,  particularly 
with  regard  to  a  fwelling  in  the 
child’s  arm,  which  happened  while 
at  his  fchool  ;  by  which  negleCl 
the  child  nearly  loft  the  ufe  of  it.-— 
The  jury,  without  going  out  of 
court,  gave  a  verdift  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  with  50 1.  damages  and  cofts 
of  fuit. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
Afkefund,  fituated  in  the  middle 
of  the  province  of  Nericia,  in 
Sweden.  It  reduced  to*  afhes  all 
that  little,  but  rich  and  populous, 
town,  not  excepting  the  public 
buildings,  and  the  iron  manu- 
faftories,  even  thofe  of  Nagels. 
Two  old  women  perifhed  in  the 
flames. 

The  Jews  of  the  city  of  Mantua 
having  affembled  not  long  lince  in  a 

3. 
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large  room  up  three  pair  of  hairs, 
to  celebrate  si  wedding,  and  there 
being  a  great  number  of  gueds, 
the  weight  of  them  broke  down 
that  floor,  and  thofe  underneath, 
cjuite  to  the  cellar,  by  which  un¬ 
happy  accident  flxty  -  fix  perfons 
were  killed,  and  fixteen  or  feven- 
teen  dangeroufly  wounded.  The 
bride  and  her  mother  were  among 
the  former;  but  the  bridegroom, 
whofe  name  was  Finzi,  not  being 
arrived  when  the  accident  hap¬ 
pened,  efcaped  the  fate  of  his  re¬ 
lations  and  friends. 

8th  provincials  failed  in 

a  very  bold  attempt  to 
furprize  the  king’s  troops,  at  a 
place  called  the  Three  Rivers,  in 
Canada,  with  the  lofs  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  prifoneEs,  befides  thofe  killed 
and  wounded  ;  and  next  day,  the 
main  body  of  them  began  their 
retreat  from  Canada,  burning  in 
their  way,  every  fort  through 
which  they  pafled. 

General  Richard  Smith,  and 
Thomas  Brand  Hollis,  Efqrs,  the 
late  members  for  Hindon,  were 
brought  before  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  in  order  to  receive  fentence, 
having  before  been  convidled  of 
bribery  at  the  lafl;  general  election  ; 
when  Sir  Richard  Afton  prefaced 
their  fentence  with  a  pathetic 
fpeech,  in  which  he  expatiated  on 
the  enormity  of  the  crime,  as,  by 
violating  the  freedom  of  election, 
and  corrupting  the  electors,  the 
Britifli  conftitution,  the  moft  per- 
fe(^t  in  the  world,  could  oniv  be 
undone  ;  that  the  crime  of  which 
they  had  been  guilty  was  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  tendency  it  had  to 
lead  the  ignorant  and  unwary  to  the 
commiilion  of  that  horrid  and  foul 
iln  of  perjury,  the  only  barrier  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man.  From  thefe 
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and  other  reafons  equally  forcible^ 
he  inferred  the  neceffity  of  an  eX“ 
ernplary  punifhrnent,  and  adjudged 
them  to  pay  a  fine  of  1000  marks 
each  [666.  1.  13  s.  4 d.)  to  the  king, 
and  to  lufFer  flx  months  imprifon- 
ment  ;  and  one  of  them,  (General 
Smith)  at  the  expiration  thereof, 
to  enter  into  a  recognizance  of 
1000  1.  hirnfelf,  and  two  fecurities 
in  500.1,  each,  for  his  good  beha¬ 
viour  for  three  years. 

The  day  following,  one  of  the 
voters  at  tlie  fame  ele£lion  was 
brought  before  the  fame  court,  to 
receive  fentence  for  wilful  and  cor¬ 
rupt  perjury,  in  his  evidence  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  when 
he  received  fentence.  to  hand  011 
and  in  the  pillory,  with  a  paper  on 
his  forehead  fignifying  his  crime— 
Vfilfuland  Corrupt  Perjury— —twice 
in  the  town  of  rlindon  on  market 
days,  between  eleven  and  tw'o  ; 
the  flrll  time  to-morrovv  fe’nnight, 
and  the  fecond  the  Thurfday  fol¬ 
lowing.  And,  accordingly,  on.' 
Wednefday  the  19111  foliowing, 
he  was  brought  from  the  King's 
Bench  prifon  to  Fiflierton  gaol, 
Wiltfhire,  and  on  Thurfday  was 
carried  to  Hindoo,  where  he  was 
placed  in  the  pillory  for  the  hrft 
time.  He  was  met  on  the  road 
by  a  number  of  his  friends,  with 
two  flags,  and  blue  ribbonsin  their 
hats.  The  populace  treated  him 
very  favourably,  their  attention, 
being  taken  off,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  by  a  perfon  mounted  on  a, 
flool,  w'ho  lung  and  .fold  an  elec¬ 
tion  ballad,  much  to  their  enter¬ 
tainment.  He  was  brought  back 
to  Fifherton  gaol  in  the  evening, 
and  is  to  undergo  the  remainder 
of  his  fentence  the  Thurlday  fol¬ 
lowing. 

At  Congleton,  in  Chefliire,  one 
^  Skelton 
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Skelton,  a  journeyman  faddler, 
after  having  been  long  in  a  rtate 
of  defpondency,  cut  his  throat. 
Though  he  had  entirely  fevered 
Jiis  windpipe,  he  lived  upwards  of 
five  hours  in  that  deplorable  ftate  ; 
during  which  time  he  made  figns 
for  a  pen  and  ink,  and  wrote  in 
very  legible  charaflers,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words;  I  am  to  let  you 
know,  that  I  was  not  right  when  1 
did  this :  take  care  to  ferve  God 
as  you  ought.’*  He  died  in  the 
greatek  agonies. 

1  A  rule  brought  by  the 
mayor  of  Cambridge  to  dif- 
franchife  near  fifty  honorary  free¬ 
men  of  that  town  was  argued  in  the 
court  of  King’s-Bench,  when  Lord 
Manvsfield,  after  hearing  the  feve- 
ral  arguments,  was  pleafed  to  dif- 
charge  the  rule  with  cofts. 

A  countryman  and  his  wife,  who 
went  to  the  bank  to  change  a  note 
of5ol.  being  obferved  by  a  lharper 
to  be  ftrangers,  he  clapped  a  pen 
behind  his  ear  ;  alked  them  what 
they  wanted  ;  took  the  note  ;  and, 
bidding  them  ftay  where  they 
were  till  he  brought  the  money, 
walked  off  with  it, 

At  night,  Drury  Lane  Theatre 
was  clofed,  for  the  prefent  feafon, 
with  the  comedy  of  the  Wonder, 
in  which  Mr,  Garrick  made  his 
lad  theatrical  appearance  in  Don 
Felix,  generoufly  giving  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  night,  as  a  fecond  be¬ 
nefit  this  year,  to  the  Charitable 
Fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  players, 
^c.  belonging  to  that  houfe,  when 
out  of  employment,  fick,  or  other- 
wife  difabled.  His  perf  rmance 
was  inimitable;  never  were  the 
paflions  of  love,  jealoufy,  rage, 
3cc.  fo  highly  coloured,  or  admi- 
l-ably  fet  off;  in  fliort,  he  finifited 
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his  comic  courfe  with  as  high  a 
theatrical  climax,  as  he  had  done, 
the  Saturday  before,  his  tragic 
one. 

At  laft,  the  play  being  ended, 
during  which  every  performer 
feemed  to  exert  his  greatek  abili¬ 
ties,  came  the  awful  criks,  when 
the  Rofcius  of  this  country  was  to 
take  leave  of  the  town  in  his  pub¬ 
lic  capacity.  The  fcene  was  too 
dillrelfing  to  be  defcribed.  Let 
the  reader  conceive  this  univerfal 
favourite,  impreffed  with  all  thofe 
nicer  feelings  which  his  peculiar 
fituation  mull  call  forth,  advancing 
forwards,  to  bid  farewell  to  that 
public,which  feerned  univerfally  to 
lament  that  they  ihould  be  the  me¬ 
lancholy  witnekes  of  their  own 
great  lofs.  Then,  after  a  fhort 
paufe,  as  foon  as  he  recovered  a 
little  from  the  firk  Ihock,  he  thus 
addreked  the  audience. 

‘  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

‘  It  has  been  cultomary  with 
perfons  under  my  circumllances, 
to  addrefs  you  in  a  farewell  epi¬ 
logue.  I  had  the  fame  intention, 
and  turned  my  thoughts  that  way  ; 
but  indeed  I  found  myfelf  then  as 
incapable  of  vvriting  fuch  an  epi¬ 
logue,  as  I  fhould  be  now  of  fpeak- 
ing  it, 

‘  The  jingle  of  rhyme,  and  the 
language  of  fiikion,  would  but  ill 
fuit  my  prefent  feelings. 

‘  This  is  to  me  a  very  awful  mo¬ 
ment  ;  it  is  no  lefs  than  parting 
for  ever  with  thofe  from  whom  I 
have  received  the  greatek  kindnefs 
and  favours,  and  upon  jthe  fpoc 
where  that  kindneL  and  thofe  fa¬ 
vours  were  enjoyed. 

[Here  for  a  moment  he  was  unable 
to  proceed,  until  relieved  by  a 
kood  of  tears,  j 

[^J  + 


^  Whatever 
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‘  Whatever  may  be  the  changes 
of  rny  future  life,  the  deep  ini- 
prelTion  I  have  of  your  kindnefs, 
will  always  remain  here,  [putting 
his  hand  to  his  breall]  fixed  and 
unalterable. 

‘  I  will  very  readily  agree  to  my 
fuccefibrs  having  more  ikill  and 
ability  for  their  flation  than  1 
have  ;  but  I  defy  them  all  to  take 
more  fincere,  and  more  uninter¬ 
rupted  pains  for  your  favour,,  or  to 
be  more  truly  fenfible  of  it,  than 
is  your  moil  obedient  and  grateful 
fervant.’ 

Here  he  retired,  crowned  with 
never-fading  laurels,  amidfl  the 
blended  tears  and  acclamations  of 
the  moil  brilliant  theatre  that  ever 
was  aliembied. 

As  this  retreat  of  Mr.  Garrick’s 
from  the  ftage  mull  ever  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  intereilihg  epocha  in 
the  Hi  (lory  of  the  BritiOi  Drama, 
we  have  added,  in  our  appendix, 
a  iiiort  review  of  Mr.  Garrick’s 
theatrical  reign,  with  fome  parti¬ 
culars  of  tlie  former  part  of  his 
life,  as  it  feems  ;o  have  been 
drawn  up  by  an  able  and  impartial 
J^and. 

Mr.  Garrick,  fome  months  be¬ 
fore  this,  fold  his  iliare  of  Drury- 
Lane  T  heatre  fur  35000  I.  to  Dr. 
Fou’d,  Mr.  Ewart,  Mr.  Linley, 
and  Mr.  Richard  Sheridan  5- when 
the  new  proprietors^  of  their  own 
accord,  fiipulated,  that  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  fliould  continue  to  keep  that 
box  which  had  of  late  years  been 
fet  apart  for  the  accoramcdation  of 
his  family.  The^e  particulars  Mr. 
Garrick  inamated  a  few  days  after, 
by  anfwering  in  the  part  of  Abel 
Drugger,  on  being  afked  if  he  had 
any  intereii  at  the  ,heatre,  “  I  hud 
fome  ;  1  don’t  know  what  I  7nay 


One  Robert  Knowles,  , 
confined  in  Newcallle  gaol,  ^ 
for  dealing  a  letter  out  of  the  pod- 
office,  in  y/hich  were  inclofed  two 
bank  notes,  value  look  found 
myans  to  make  his  efcape  by  a 
very  fimple  firatagem.  Being  ill, 
he  had  been  indulged  by  his 
keeper  to  deep  without  iron?  ;  in 
the  mean  time,  the  turnkey  going 
in  as  ufuai  to  fee  that  all  was  fafe 
before  he  locked  up,  and  obferving 
a  bundle  in  Knowles’s  cell,  began 
to  examine  it ;  but,  while  he  was 
fioopiifg  with  his  back  to  the  door, 
the  prifoner  dipped  out  and  locked 
the  door  after  him,  leaving  the 
turnkey  prifoner,  and  fetting  him- 
felf  at  large, 

Acommon  wild  duck  was  t 

•  lath, 

now  litting  upon  nine  eggs, 

in  an  oak-tree,  near  Mr.  New¬ 


ington’s,  at  Etchingham,  in  Suf- 
fex,  about  twenty-  five  feet  fromi 
the  grouad.  Upon  a  perfon’s  get¬ 
ting  up  to  the  eggs,  which  are  fup- 
pprted  by  fome  fmall  twigs  laid 


crofs-vvife,  the  old  duck  left  them, 
but  foon  after  returned  with  the 
mallard,  both  of  which  kept  ho¬ 
vering  about  the  tree  till  the  man 
had  quitted  it  ;  when  the  duck 
immediately  dropped  on  her  eggs, 
and  has  continued  to  fit  very  ciofe 
ever  fince. 

The  famous  caufe  of  Mr. 
Bruckfhuw  came  on  before 
Lord  Mansfield,  when  the  jury 
brought  in  a  verdidt  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  with  five  pounds  damages  ; 
and  the  %  1  ft  following,  the  queftion 
refpeding  the  rule,  upon  whigh 
Mr.  Bruckffiaw  changed  his  venue 
from  Lincoln  to  London,  was  ar¬ 
gued  in  the  fame  court,  when  Lord 
Mansfield  declared,  that  the  chang¬ 
ing  the  venue  did  not  entitle  the 
defendant  to  a  nonfuit. 


S3th. 
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,  The  Coventry  waggon 

through  Brick  Hill, 
in  Northamptonfhire,  was  fet  on 
fire  by  the  fridlion  of  the  axle-tree, 
and  three  barrels  of  gunpowder 
among  the  loading  took  fire,  by 
which  the  goods  were  blown  up  in 
the  air,  and  totally  defiroyed,  to 
the  amount  of  one  thoufand 
pounds. 

,  The  crew  of  a  mackerel 

*  boat,  which  by  an  accident 
Harted  a  plank  in  her  bottom,  had 
a  moll  miraculous  efcape.  As  the 
only  pieans  of  faving  their  lives 
they  cut  away  the  malts,  &c.  and 
had  juft  got  a  raft  of  them  knit  to¬ 
gether,  when  the  boat  funk.  On 
tjiis  raft  they  remained  nine  hours, 
without  being  obferved  by  the 
boats  with  which  they  were  fur- 
rounded,  who  all  went  away  with¬ 
out  affording  them  any  relief ; 

'  when  providentially  a  ftiip  at  three 
miles  diftance  deferred  them,  and 
bearing  down  to  them,  took  them 
on  board.  Happily  the  fea  had 
been  calm  moft  part  of  the  time  ; 
but,  when  they  were  taken  on 
board,  the  weather  altered. 

Kis  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  has 
lately  given  orders  to  augment  the 
pay  of  all  the  officers  who  were  re¬ 
duced  in  1774,  and  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  that  may  happen  in  the 
Handing  regiments  with  fuch  of 
them  as  are  found  fit  for  immediate 
fervice. 

,  About  Antwerp  and  its 

*  neighbourhood, there  broke 
forth  a  moft  violent  ftorm,  with 
thunder,  lightning,  and  hail  of 
the  fize  of  a  hen’s  egg,  together 
with  great  pieces  of  ice,  which  not 
only  broke  all  the  windows  to  thq 
fouth,  but  deftroyed  all  the  fruit 
on  the  trees.  The  hail  was  fo  vio¬ 
lent,  that  men,  horfes.  See,  were 
knocked  dovvn  by  it^  and  very 


much  hurt.  This  ftorm  was  alfo 
felt  at  Defchel,  Rethy,  Arendork, 
and  Dieft,  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  principality  of  Liege.  Public 
prayers  were  foon  after  offered  up’ 
to  avert  fuch  calamities  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

There  was  a  great  failing  match 
on  the  Thames  for  a  filver  cup  of 
twenty  guineas,  given  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  ;  and  it  filled  the 
river  like  a  fecond  regatta. 

A  motion  was  made  in  a  , 
court  of  diredlors  of  the 
Eaft  -  India  Company,  that  the 
company  fhould  indemnify  Mr. 
Verelft  for  any  damages  he  may 
have  become  liable  to,  on  account 
of  the  aftion  brought  againft  him 
by  Mr,  Rafael  and  another  Arme¬ 
nian  ;  when^  after  fome  debates  re¬ 
lative  to  forms,  (for  the  court  was 
almoft  unanimous  in  the  propriety 
of  indemnifying  Mr.  Verelft,  it 
being  evident  that  he  a6led  merely 
in  conformity  to  what  he  thought 
was  his  duty  to  the  company,  and 
from  no  motive  either  of  intereft  or 
enmity  to  the  Armenians),  the 
matter  was  agreed  to,  and  referred 
for  confirmation  to  a  general  court, 
where  it  was  accordingly  propofed 
on  the  27th  following.  Mr. Creigh¬ 
ton  now  objedled  to  the  propoial, 
as  a  matter  altogether  unprece¬ 
dented.  Thequeftion  being,  how¬ 
ever,  put,  it  piaffed  unanimoufly 
in  the  affirmative. 

Extract  from  a  letter,  of  this 
date,  to  General  Howe,  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  of 
the  2d  battalion  of  the  71ft  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot,  then  at  Bolton,  into 
which  place  he  had  been  brought 
by  failing  into  the  harbour  for 
want  of  knc'wing  that  the  place 
had  been  evacuated  by  the  king’s 
troops. 

“  Since  our  captivity  1  have  the 

honour 
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honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  we 
have  experienced  the  utjnoft  civi¬ 
lity  and  good  treatment  from  the 
people  of  power  at  Bofton  j  info- 
much,  Sir,  that  I  ihpuld  doinjuf- 
tice  to  the  feelings  of  generofity, 
did  I  not  give  this  particular  in¬ 
formation  with  pieafure  and  fatif- 
fadUon,** 

,  Being  Midfummer-day, 

'  a  fecond  conteft  between 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  Miv  Hopkins,  for 
the  chamberlain fliip  of  liondon, 
enfued.  at  Guildhall.  It  was  car¬ 
ried  on,  and  terminated,  in  every 
refpedl  almoft,  like  the  rirll:.  The 
voters  amounted  to  4542,  of  whom 
■2869  were  for  Mr.  Hopkins,  and 
1673  for  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  fo  that 
Mr.  Hopkins  had  a  majority  of 
1 196.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  rather  more 
bold  and  fevere  in  his  fpeech  after 
the  prefent  eieclion,  than  in  that 
after  the  former.  Among  other 
things,  he  faid,  By  the  late  tranf- 
adtions,  the  moment  Teems  at 
length  arrived,  fo  ardently  wifhed 
by  every  arbitrary  adminiilration, 
when  a  majority  of  the  livery  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  fold  and  furrendered 

A 

the  capital  to  the  minidry.  By 
the  creation  offo  many  unneceffary 
lucrative  offices,  the  divifion  and 
fubdiviiion  of  contradls,  the  threats 
of  the  opulent  and  infolent  to  the 
neceffitous  and  dependent  tradef- 
men,  and  all  the  captious  promifes 
of  power,  the  greater  number  of 
the  livery  feem  at  prefent  either 
lulled  into  fupinenefs  and  a  fatal 
fecurity,  or  enrolled  among  the 
mercenaries  of  corruption  and  de- 
fpotifm.  No  longer  worthy  the 
name  of  freemen,  they  are  funk 
into  tame,  mean  vaffals,  ignomi- 
nioufly  courting,  and  bowing  their 
necks  to,  the  minillerial  yoke. 
Such,  gentlemen,  it  gives  me  pain 
to  think,  is  the  faithful,  hut  itielan- 


choly  pidlure  of  this  once  free  and 
independent  city.  AU  public  fpi- 
rit  ih  the  capital  is'  vifibly  decay¬ 
ing,  and  that  ftern,  manly  virtue 
of  our  fathers,  which  drove  from 
this  land  of  freedom  the  lad  Stuart 
tyrant,  is  held  in  contempt  by  their 
abandoned offispringa  A  didblution. 
of  the  empire,  ruin,  and  flavery, 
are,  1  fear,  advancing  with  giant 
drides  upon  us.  We  are  ripe  for 
dedruclion.  If  we  are  faved,  it 
will  be  almodfoieiy  by  the  courage 
and  noble  fpirit  of  our  American 
brethren,  whom  neither  the  luxu¬ 
ries  of  a  court,  nor  the  fordid  lud 
of  avarice  in  a  rapacious  and  venal 
metropolis,  have  hitherto  corrupt¬ 
ed.  Yet  with  feme  chofen  friends, 
however  few,  I  will,  while  I  live, 
dare  to  oppofe  the  alarming  fatal 
progrefs  of  this  deluge  of  corrup-^ 
tion  and  court  influence,  and  to 
protrafl  at  lead  the  impending 
ruin,  by  continuing  Arm  and  in¬ 
trepid  in  the  caufe  of  public  vir¬ 
tue,  and  the  independency  of  the 
capital,’’ 

Accordingly,  on  the  5th  follow¬ 
ing, when  the  new  chamberlain  was 
to  be  fworn  into  office,  Mr.  Aider- 
man  Lee  prefen  ted  a  proted  (which, 
by  the  bye,  would  have  equaiiymi- 
litated  againd  Mr.  Wilkes)  fign» 
ed  by  about  twenty  liverymen,  a- 
gaind  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq;  be¬ 
ing  fworn  into  the  office  of  cham¬ 
berlain,  They  founded  their  ob- 
jedlion  upon  a  by-law  of  the  court 
of  common-council,  made  in  the 
year  1572,  which  fays,  “  That 
the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  dieriffs, 
and  common-council  of  this  city, 
fhould  not  have  power  to  give  away 
any  office  of  honour  or  emolument 
in  the  city,  to  any  perfon  whatever, 
who  is  not  a  freeman  by  birth  or 
fervitude.”  Upon  this  proted  be¬ 
ing  read^  and  a  q^uedion  being  put 
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by  Mr.  Alderman  Lee,  which  was 
feconded  by  Sir  Watkin  Lewes, 
that  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Ehqj 
fhould  not  be  fworn  into  his  office, 
very  warm  debates  commenced. 
Sir  Watkin  and  Mr.  Lee  were  the 
principal  fpeakers,  except  a  new 
alderman,  Mr.  Wooldridge,  who 
took  up  the  argument  very  fairly; 
objedled  to  Mr.  Lee’s  motion  in 
terms  that  will  ever  do  him  great 
honour;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  fairly  refuted  the  objection 
made  by  Mr.  Alderman  Lee;  and 
fhewed,  that  the  bye-law,  upon 
which  the  objection  was  founded, 
was  made  merely  to  prevent  the 
Lord-Mayor  and  Court  of  Aider- 
men  from  giving  away  the  offices  of 
the  city,  which  thelivery  of  London 
alone  had  a  right  to  bellow.— Upon 
this  Mr.  Lee  founded  another  ob- 
jeftion  ;  and  attempted  to  prove, 
that  the  livery  of  London  did  not 
meet  in  common-hall  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  eledions  prior  to  the  year 
1572.  But,  in  this  he  was  alfo 
miftaken  ;  the  recorder  declared, 
that  the  livery  did  elect  all  their 
officers  before  that  time.  Mr. 
Wooldridge  then  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  Mr,  Hopkins  would 
be  entitled  to  fuch  damages  as  he 
could  prove  to  have  fuffered  by  the 
refufal  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen  to 
fwear  him  in,  when  he  had  been 
declared  by  the  prefiding  officer  of 
that  court  duly  eleded  ;  that  the 
court  were  highly  cenfurable  if  they 
did  not ;  and  that,  although  he 
ffiould  always  wiffi  to  ad  with  thofe 
who  were  the  real  friends  of  the 
conftitution,  yet  he  would  never 
vote  againll  his  confcience  for  any 
man  living.  'Lhe  whole  court 
feemed  to  approve  of  his  princi¬ 
ples  ;  and  when  the  queftion  was 
put.  Aldermen  Alfop,  Kennet, 
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Plumbe,  Rawlinfon,  Thomas, 
Peckham,  Plomer,  Bull,  Hayley, 
Newnham,  and  Clark,  voted  with 
Mr.  Wooldridge  for  fvvearing  Mr. 
Hopkins  into  his  office;  and  only 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes  and  Mr«  Lee 
oppofed  it. 

After  Mr.  Hopkins  was  fworn. 
in,  there  were  two  proceffions  front 
Guildhall  to  the  London  tavern, 
Firil  an  afs  decorated  with  rib¬ 
bons,  &c.  with  a  fellow  in  an  an- 
tick  drefs  riding  upon  it,  and  fonie 
other  of  the  like  liamp  following 
him,  with  light  blue  cockades. 
Then  a  numerous  company  of  Mr. 
Hopkins’s  friends  with  purple 
cockades,  headed  by  feveral  aider- 
men,  &c.  with  muiic  playing  and 
colours  flying,  on  one  of  which, 
was  infcribed,  A  reward  for  ho- 
nefly.” 

Judgment  was  given  in  , 
the  court  of  King’s-Bench  * 
againft  Francis  Newman,  Efq;  a 
Juflice  of  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Somerfet,  upon  an  information 
profecuted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baily, 
for  a  mifdemeanor  jn  his  office, 
whereof  he  was  found  guilty  at  the 
lafh  Taunton  aflizes  ;  when  the 
court,  after  a  fevere  reprimand  for 
the  prollitution  of  his  offi.ce,  w-as 
pleafed  to  pronounce  the  following 
fentence:  that  he  fliould  pay  a 
fine  of  200  that  application  be 
made  to  the  Lord-Chancellor,  to 
llrike  him  out  of  the  commiflion  of 
the  peace  for  the  faid  county  :  that 
he  ihould  find  fureties  for  his  good 
behaviour  for  three  years  ;  him- 
felf  to  be'bound  in  500  1.  and  his 
fureties  in  250 1.  each;  and  to 
Hand  committed  till  the  above  fine 
is  paid. 

Came  on  in  the  court  , 

of  Common-Pleas,  before  ' 

Lord  Chief  Jullice  de  Grey,  and  a 

fpecial 
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fp€cial  jary^  an  a(5}ion  of  damages 
|>ronght  by  Stephen  Sayre,  Efq; 
againft  William  Henry  Earl  of 
Rochford,  lor  an  illegal  feizare  of 
liis  papers,  and  faife  imprifonment 
of  his  perfon,  for  treafonable  prac¬ 
tices,  upon  the  information  of  Ad¬ 
jutant  Richardfon,  on  the  23d  of 
October  lafl: ;  when  the  jury,  after 
a  trial  of  hx  hours,  cave  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintilf  (fuhjedl  to  an 
?J't€r-determination,  by  the  fame 
court,  of  two  quehions)  of  one 
fhoufand  pounds  damages. 

ift.  Queftion  :  Whether  an  offer 
©f  baiR  and  refufal,  was  admihlble 
evidence  on  the  iiTue  joined  on  the 
fpecial  plea  ? 

ad  Queftion :  Whether  the  evi¬ 
dence  was  a  fufficient  proof  of  an 
offer  and  refufal  of  bail  to  make 
the  fabfequent  imprifonment  ille-f 
gal  ? 

Sir  Peter  Parker  made 
^  ”  an  attack  apon  SulIivan^s 

lOand,  the  key  to  Charles-Town, 
the  capital  of  South-Carolina  ;  but 
was  repuifed  with  great  damage  to 
his  Drips,  and  great  lofs  -  of  his 
men.  Among  the  killed  was  the 
brave  Captain  Morris,  commander 
of  the  BriDol  man  of  war,  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  vvhofe  death  are  truly 
seeding.  We  ihali  therefore  give 
them  here,  as  communicated  by 

the  furgeon  of  the  Diip. - -After 

having  the  two  bones  of  his  fore, 
arm  fhartered  by  a  chain  Ihot,  and 
receiving  a  wound  from  a  ball  in 
his  neck,  he  was  taken  into  the 
cocitpic,  where  he  readily  fubinit- 
ted  to  amputation,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  juft  above  the  elbow.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  operation  a  red  hot  ball 
went  through  the  cockpit,  which 
killed  two  of  the  furgeon’s  aihft- 
ants,  and  wounded  the  purfer.  Af¬ 
ter  the  cenfulion  which  this  cif- 
cuniEance  cccafioned  was  over^ 


Captain  Morris  infiDed  on  being 
carried  on  the  ouarter-deck  to  re- 
fume  his  command  ; 'which  being 
complied  with,  he  continued  the 
fight  far  a  confiderable  time  after,, 
'  till  he  was  Daot  through  the  body* 
A  prodigious  effuDon  of  blood  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  his  diDblution  being 
apparently  at  hand,  one  of  the 
oDicers  afked  him,  if  he  had  any 
diredions  to  give  with  refpedl  to 
his  family,  to  which  he  heroically 
anfwered,  “  None!  as  he  left  them, 
to  the  providence  of  God,  and  the 
gcnerofity  of  his  country!”  Plis 
Majeity  accordingly,  immediately 
on  receiving  an  account  of  this 
affair,  fent  the  CaptairPs  widow 
,  a  handfome  prefent,  and  fettled  a 
penDon  on  her  and  her  children. 

The  commotions  in  Virgixiia, 
where  the  governor.  Lord  Dhn- 
more,  had  affembled  a  large  body 
of  black  Daves,  without  previouDy 
providing  for  their  fubfiDencCs 
proved,  about  the  fame  time,  ano¬ 
ther  very  melanclioly  objed  of  the 
public  attention.  His  lordDiip  was 
called  upon  to  fammon  the  houfe  of 
affenibly  to  meet,  but  he  was  afraid 
to  truD  them,  fie  deferted  his' 
palace,  and  took  refuge  on  board  a 
fhip;  and  was  in  the  end  driven 
from  his  government,  after  feeing 
mod  of  the  blacks  W'ho  had  re¬ 
paired  to  him  perilh  for  want  of 
food. 

This  morning  a  dreadful  , 
fire  broke  out  at  Mr. Booth’s,  ' 

one  of  the  King’s  meffengers,  in 
Great  Maddox- Dreet,  which  en¬ 
tirely  deiiroyed  the.  fame,  and  two, 
houfes  adjoining,  and  greatly  da¬ 
maged  feveral  others,  as  no  water 
could  be  got  for  an  hour  after  it 
broke  out.  Mr.  Booth,  with  his 
wife  and  family,  were  obliged  to 
make  their  efcape  out  of  the  garret 
vyindoiysj  over  ih?  tops  of  fevera| 
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lioufes;  and  Mrs.  WhitweH,  fifter 
to  Sir  John  Griffin  Griffin,  and 
Lady  Welderen,  with  her  maid, 
Hnhappily  perifhed  in  the  dames. 
The  latter  i'oft  her  life  by  going 
into  her  bed-chamber  to  look  for 
her  lap-dog;  who,  with  two  cats, 
was  afterwards  found  burnt  like- 
wife  to  death  by  the  remains  of 
her  body.  This  fire  was  near  the 
back  of  the  Lord-Mayor’s  houfe  in 
“New  Burlington-ftreet ;  and  his 
Lordfhip  attended  the  whole  time, 
encouraging  the  people  to  work  at 
the  engine. 

A  fire  likwife  broke  cut  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thompfon, 
at  Cranfield,  in  Bcdfordfhirc,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  happened  by  his 
reading  in  bed,  and  falling  aflfep 
while  the  candle  was  burning.  Mr. 
Thompfon  unhappily  perilhed  in 
the  dames.  Let  this  be  a  caution 
againlt  fo  dangerous  a  prafiiicc. 

,  Married  lately,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  Don  Louis, 
of  Spain,  to  Donna  Maria  Terefa 
de  Vallabriga  e  Rofas,  defcended 
from  the  ancient  kings  of  Navarre. 
Ey  this  match,  though  contracted 
with  the  exprefs  leave  of  his  bro¬ 
ther,  and  without  lofing  his  fa¬ 
vour,  his  Royal  Highnefs  forfeits 
for  himfelf,  and  his  id'ue  by  it,  all 
preten lions  to  the  crown  of  Spain  ; 
and  is,  moreover,  forbid  to  bring 
his  wife  to  court. 

George  Harding  of  Cheder, 
aged  104,  to  Jane  Darlington,  of 
Mollington,  aged  84. 

Died,  the  10th  indant,  the 
Rev,  Mr.  Laithwaite,  at  Newing¬ 
ton,  formerly  a  Did'enting  minifter, 
aged  100  years  and  2  months. 

The  2Cth,  A  native  of  Gomofac, 
in  Saintonge,  in  France,  by  trade 
a  goldfmith,  aged  140  years,  at 
Saintcs  in  the  fame  kingdom.  He 
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took  a  wife  at  79,  and  had  three 
children  by  her,  all  now  alive,  A 
few  years  before  his  death,  he  ftf- 
fered  a  little  weaknels  of  light, 
wh’ch  was  the  only  uoraplaint  he 
ever  knew. 

The  28th,  Dr.  John  Well,  an 
eminent  phy.dcian  at  Worceder, 
and  well  known  to  the  literary- 
world. 

Lately,  Captain  Gravener,  wha 
forrrierly  commanded  the  York  pri¬ 
vateer;  and  in  1745  drove  a  deet 
of  flat-bottomed  boats,  dedgned 
for  an  invafion,  on  fhore„  offi  Ca¬ 
lais,  at  Dover. 

Mrs.  Brooks,  aged  100  years,  ^ 
all  but  one  month,  at  Wickham, 
Kent. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Price,  aged  104 
years,  at  Chelfea. 

Thomas  Allen,  a  penfioner.  In. 
the  hundredth  year  of  his  age,  ia 
the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich, 
He  always  enjoyed  fo  g9od  a  liate 
of  health,  as  never  to  remember  a 
day’s  illnefs.  He  has  a  daughter 
living  aged  70 

Mrs.  Sarah  Brookman,.  widow, 
aged  106  years,  at  Giaitonbury. 

At  Langres,  in  Champagne, 
agbd  106  years  and  fome  months, 
a  foldier,  named  Du  Mets,  born  at 
Marie,  in  Picardie,  who  ferved 
under  Louis  XIV.  vvith  great  he- 
nour  in  the  regiment  of  Royal  Cra- 
vattes,  as  quarter-mafter,  till  the 
year  1712,  when  that  regiment 
was  diffiolved.  He  afterwards  lived 
on  a  very  fmall  income  till  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  age  of  102,  when  he 
fell  into  the  lowcH:  indigence,  and 
continued  fo  till  1774,  when  he 
found  a  friend  in  the  colonel  of 
his  former  regiment,  at  whofe  re¬ 
commendation  the  miniller  of  war 
procured  for  him  a  penfion  of  300 
livres,  which  was  continued  by  or¬ 
der 
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der  of  the  prefent  king  till  his 
death. 

At  Weftthoi-pCj  near  Southwell^ 
in  Northamptonihire,  Mrs.  Dofo- 
thy  Clarke,  aged  112  years;  at 
the  age  of  102,  fhe  (beared  wheat 
a  whole  day  againil  a  man,  and 
performed  her  work  with  eafe. 

At  Kill-james,  near  Thomas- 
Town,  in  Ireland,  Martha  Jackfonj 
aged  127  yearsi  She  retained  her 
fenfes  to  the  laft. 

At  ShifFnal,  aged  12S,  Mary 
Yates.—She  married  a  third  huf- 
band  at  92,  and  was  hearty  and 
llrong  at  120  years. 


JULY. 

„  Lord  Howe  arrived  off 
*  ‘  Halifax. 

A  poor  woman>  at  Earls-Hilton, 
Leicefterihire,  that  could  fcarce 
crawl,  was  cruelly  plunged  in  a 
pond  by  way  of  trying  if  (he  was 
a  witch  ;  and  might  have  loR:  her 
life,  had  it  not  been  for  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  gentlemen,  merely  becaufe 
her  fuffering  blood  to  be  drawn 
from  her  body,  and  blefling  ano¬ 
ther  poor  woman,  who  was  thought 
to  be  bewitched  by  her,  had  not 
the  delired  effect. 

j  Mr.  Kirkman,  lately 

elected  into  the  office  of 
(heriff  for  London  and  Middlefex, 
fent  a  letter  to  the  court  of  alder¬ 
men,  wherein  he  pleaded  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  exemption,  as  a  captain 
in  the  Warwickfhire  militia.  It 
feems,  that,  in  a  claufe  in  the  mi¬ 
litia  ail  of  the  fecond  year  of  the 
prefent  king,  cap.  20,  it  is  enabled. 
That  no  perfon,  during  the  time 
he  (hall  be  afting  as  an  officer  in 
the  militia,  ftiall  be  compellable  to 
ferve  the  office  of  (heriif,”  This 


plea  being  wholly  unexpedied^ 
threw  the  court  into  fome  furpriEe ; 
the  common  ferjeant  was  called 
upon,  in  the  abfcnce  of  the  recor¬ 
der,,  to  give  his  Opinion  ;  but  he 
declined  doino;  it  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  his  learned  brother.  The 
court  therefore  referred  the  matter 
to  their  joint  confideration  ;  and 
within  a  few  days  Mr.  Kirkman’s 
excufe  was  admitted,  and  Alders 
man  Plumbe  chofen  in  his  room. 

The  declaration  of  in-  ,, 
dependence,  ilfued  by  the  ^ 
Continental  Cohgrefs,  w'as  read  at 
the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the 


continental  army,  poked  at  and 
near  New-York,  and  every  wher^ 
received  with  loud  huzzas,  &c, 
and  the  fame  evening  the  equeftrian. 
ftatue  of  his  Majelty,  which  had 
been  erefted  in  the  year  1770,  was 
laid  prokrate  on  the  ground,  and 
the  lead  of  it  dekined  to  ferve  as 
bulletsv  The  fame  declaration  was 
read  pretty  much  about  the  fame 
time,  in  almok  every  other  tovyil 
of  the  united  colonies,  and  every 
where  received  with  equal  demon- 
krations  of  joy. 

The  Swiftfure,  a  bomb  man  of 
war  on  a  new  conkruflion,  with 
two  bomb-beds,  and  forty  guns^ 
was  launched  at  Blackwall. 

An  adlion  brought  by  Lord 
Bolingbroke  againk  the  printer  of 
the  Morning  Chronicle,  for  a  libel 
in  the  faid  paper,  was  tried  before 
Lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury 
in  the  court  of  King’s -Bench, 
Wekminker.  The  damages  were 
laid  at  5000I.  but  the  jury,  afteE 
having  been  out  near  two  hours, 
gave  a  verdift  for  only  20 1. 

Another  a6Iion,  in  which  Mr* 
Hill  of  Tower-Hill,  was  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  Mr.  Pell,  with  other  Mid- 
dlefe-X  jukices  of  the  peace,  werd 

defendants. 
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defendants,  was  tried  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  De  Grey,  in  the 
court  of  Common-Pleas,  Weilmin- 
fter.  The  adiion  charcred  the  de- 
fendants  with  forcibly  entering  the 
plaintiff’s  houfe,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  fearching  for  a  printing 
prefs,  and  certain  papers  reficfl- 
ing  on  the  proceedings  of  admini- 
Pration;  fhamefully  ranfacking  his 
papers  ;  damaging  his  furniture  ; 
alarming  his  family;  and  expofing 
himfelf,  as  an  obnoxious  charafter, 
to  the  infuits  of  a  mob.  'I'wo 
refpedable  witnefles  afcertained 
thefe  fadls ;  and  feveral  others  were 
ready  to  confirm  their  evidence; 
but  the  Chief  Juftice  was  fo  clearly 
fatisfied  of  the  facl,  that  he  waved 
all  further  examination  of  the  mat¬ 
ter.  Not  a  fin?le  witnefs  vvas  called 

o 

on  the  part  of  the  defendants. 
Upon  this,  the  Chief  Jullice  ob- 
ferved  with  refpedl  to  the  fa(^, 
that  it.  flood  uncontradifted  ;  and 
that  the  defendants,  therefore,  ac¬ 
knowledged  theml’eives  confcious 
of  having  adled  illegally  ;  and  only 
recommended  to  the  jury  to  efti- 
mate  the  damages ;  which  they  ac¬ 
cordingly  did  at  ten  pounds. 

Came  on  to  be  heard,  at  Doc- 
tors-Commons,  before  Dr.  Bettef- 
worth.  Chancellor  of  the  diocefe 
of  London,  a  motion,  on  the  part 
of  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  againft  the 
Countefs  of  Briftol,  calling  herfelf 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  purporting 
that  the  court  fhould  decree  a  cita¬ 
tion  to  be  affixed  on  the  Royal- 
Exchange,  &c.  for  the  faid  Coun¬ 
tefs  to  fnew  caufe  why  the  fentence 
pronounced  againft  the  Earl,  for¬ 
bidding  him  to  boaft  himfelf  to 
be  the  hufband  of  the  faid  lady, 
fhouid  not  be  declared  null  and 
void,  as  his  Icrdftiip  is  now  able  to 
prove  his  marriage. 


As  there  was  no  pcrfon  to  appear 
for  the  lady,  the  judge  exprefl'ed 
his  doubts  in  granting  the  motion. 
As  the  marriage  with  Lord  Briftoi 
had  been  determined  by  a  verdidl^ 
he  could  not  fee  the  reafort  for  com¬ 
ing  to  that  court  ;  and  as  every 
thing  was  new,  he  was  apprehen- 
five  of  collufion  fomevvhere ;  and 
therefore  was  cautious  how  he  pro¬ 
ceeded.  Plowever,  after  hearing 
what  Dr.  Harris,  as  counlel,  and'^ 
Meffieurs  Major  and  Slade,  as 
proclors  for  his  lordifiip,  had  to 
offer,  and  no  appearance  being 
made  by  her  ladyftiip,  or  any 
prodlor  for  her,  he  ordered  the  ci¬ 
tation  prayed  for,  returnable  the 
firft  fefiion  of  next  term,  to  pafs 
under  feal,  and  to  be  executed  on 
one  cf  the  pillars  of  the  Royal-Ex¬ 
change,  after  the  manner  of  citing 
peers  and  peereffes  refident  out  of 
the  kingdom. 

Came  on  before  the  fame  gen¬ 
tleman,  in  the  fame  bourt,ka  caufe 
brought  by  a  gentleman  againft  his 
wife,  for  criminal  converfaiion  with 
a  clergyman  ;  when  the  judge,  af¬ 
ter  hearing  the  evidence  read,  and 
the  advocates  on  both  fides,  pro¬ 
nounced  for  a  divorce.  We  have 
already  mentioned  the  gentleman’s 
obtaining  a  verdidl  for  3000  1.  da¬ 
mages  in  one  of  the  civ/ii  courts  of 
juftice,  on  the  fame  account. 

The  annual  commemora-  , 
tion  of  founders  and  bene-  ^  * 
factors  was  celebrated  in  the  theatre 
at  Oxford.  Among  other  gentle¬ 
men  who  received  honorary  degrees 
on  this  occafion,  were,  Thomas 
Hutchinfon,  Efq.  late  governor  of 
Maffachufet’s-Bay,  and  Peter  Oli¬ 
ver,  Efq.  late  deputy-governor. 
The  prizes  given  annually  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  North,  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  fame  univerfity,  were 
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this  year  adjudged  to  Mr,  Lowth, 
fon  of  the  Lord  Bilaop  of  Oxford, 
and  Mr.  Cummings,  jun.  both 
Fellows  of  New- College," 

Lieut.  Col.  Gordon  was 
Ihot  by  a  party  of  rebels,  as 
he  was  taking  the  air  on  horfeback 
near  Chamblee. 

A  court  of  admiralty  was  held 
at  the  feffions-houfe  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  before  Sir  George  Hay, 
judge  of  the  admiralty-court,  and 
Mr.  Jullice  Alhurft  and  Mr;  Baron 
Perryn,  when  Alexander  Kidd, 
late  mate  of  the  Atlantic^  was  tried 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Robert 
Jackfon,  a  foremaft  tnan,  in  thefaid 
fhip,  by  throwing  hiin  overboard 
In  the  river  Tagus,  near  Lilbon, 
whereby  he  was  drowned :  and 
Thomas  King,  late  Captain  of  the 
Soroy,  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
John  Warren,  a  mariner  in  the 
faid  Ihip,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
by  kicking  him  in  the  fide,  where¬ 
of,  it  was  alledged,  he  died.  They 
were  both  acquitted. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of  Com¬ 
mon-Pleas,  before  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice  De  Grey  and  a  fpeckj  jury,  a 
caufe,  wherein  an  engraver  and 
printfeller  was  plaintiif,  and  an 
officer  in  the  army  defendant. 
The  aflion  was  for  the  defendant's 
reducing  the  plaintiff’s  daughter, 
a  girl  of  feventeen,  from  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  detaining  her  under  a  pro- 
mife  of  marriage.  Thejury  brought 
in  a  verdicl  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
800 1.  damages. 

,  On  this  and  the  next  day, 

7  *  General  Howe,  with  the 

troops  under  his  command  from 
Halifax,  landed  on  Staten-Iiland. 

,  A  very  large  body  of 

*'  journeymen  carpenters  hav¬ 
ing  affembled  in  Stepney-fields,  for 
the  purpofe  of  raifi ng  their  wages. 


Mr.  Juftice  Sherwood,  who  tad. 
had  previous  notice  of  fucli  meet* 
ing,  with  two  other  magiftrates, 
Mr.  Blackmofe  and  Mr.  Curtis^j 
attehded  by  the  high  confiable  and 
peace  officers,  immediately  repaired 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  when 
the  men  drew  up  in  a  ring,  and 
received  the  jufiices  with  great  re-^ 
fped,  acquainting  them  with  their 
fuppofed  grievances,  &c.  and  of 
the  occafion  of  their  meeting.  On 
this  'Mr.  Sherwood  told  them,; 
that  if  they  would  leave  their  cafe 
at  his  office,  with  kny  plan  for 
the  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  he, 
with  the  other  gentlemen,  would 
do  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to 
forward  it ;  though  he  feared  no¬ 
thing  but  a  bill  in  parliament  to 
regulate  their  wages  would  do,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  the  weavers.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  recommended  to 
them  to  have  no  more  of  thefe 
large  meetings  abroad,  as  they 
tended,  notwithftanding  their  pa¬ 
cific  intentions,  to  many  mifchiefs 
through  inconfiderate  drinking, 
and  infilled  on  their  immediately 
difperfing;  which  they  inftantly  and 
chearfully  complied  with,  without 
the  lead:  indecent  or  irregular  be¬ 
haviour.  We  thought  it  our  duty 
to  infert  this  account,  as  it  does 
honour  to  the  magiltraies,  as  well 
as  to  the  poor  men  concerned  in 
the  affair;  and  may  prove  an  ufe- 
ful  leffon  on  fimilar  occafions. 

In  obedience  to  the  aft  paffed  in 
the  lall  feffions  of  parliament,  for 
building  general  workhoufes,  an 
order  was  ferved  on  the  lord-  mayor, 
to  iffue  out  his  precepts  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  feveral  pari  flies  of  Lon  ¬ 
don,  to  deliver  in  to  the  fecretaries 
of  date  an  exaft  account  of  the 
number  of  poor  in  their  refpeftive 
pariines,  who-  are  either  in  the 

workhoufes. 
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wonchoufes,  or  receive  alms ;  and 
the  fame  order  is  to  be  fent  to 
every  parifh  in  the  kingdom,  in 
order  that  fome  regulations  may  be 
made  for  better  providing  for  the 
poor,  on  the  one  hand,  and  eafing 
the  inhabitants  of  fome  part  of  the 
poor’s  rates  with  which  they  are 
now  loaded,  on  the  other;  by  put¬ 
ting  a  hop  to  the  practice  of  farm¬ 
ing  out  the  poor,  and  all  other  im- 
pofitions.  As  a  fpecimen  of  the 
great  good  that  may  be  expeCled 
from  a  clofer  infpeftion  of  thepre- 
fent  modes  of  managing  the  poor, 
and  the  committing  of  them  to  ho- 
nefter,  or  at  lead:  abler  hands,  we 
lhall  give  the  reader,  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix  to  this  part  of  the  work,  a 
very  curious  paper,  publifhed  in 
the  courfe  of  this  year,  and  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Andrew,  Holborn,  above  the  Bars, 
and  St.  George  the  Martyr,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  united. 

A  flight  fliock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  at  Ve¬ 
nice  ;  and  a  very  ftrong  one,  of 
full  fifteen  minutes  continuance,  at 
Andreis,  where  its  effedls  were  pro- 
portionably  terrible.  Almofl  all 
the  houfes  were  thrown  down,  and 
thofe  which  remained  handing, 
were  fo  fhattered,  that  they  daily 
fell  in  ruins.  The  parifh  church, 
and  that  of  St.  Daniel,  were  fplit 
on  all  fides,  and  threatened  a 
fpeedy  fall.  A  number  of  perfons 
were  buried  in  the  ruins ;  and 
thofe  who  efcaped  into  the  fields, 
had  neither  fuccour,  nor  fhclter  to 
comfort  them. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  Guildhall,  London,  the 
caufe  between  Lord  Chatham, 
plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Henry  Sampfon 
Woodfall,  printer  of  the  Public 
Advertifer,  defendant.  The  adion 
was  brought  to  recover  fome  da- 
VoL.  XIX. 


mages  for  the  very  great  injury 
his  lordiliip  had  fuftained  by  the 
defendant’s  printing  a  libel  in  his 
paper  of  the  2zd  of  'March  lafl, 
declaring  the  noble  lord’s  fenti- 
mentsand  opinions  to  be  hoftile  to 
the  Americans,  and  fuch  as  totally 
coincided  with  thofe  of  the  mini- 
flry.  The  plaintiff  proved  the 
printing  of  the  piece  by  Mr  .Wood- 
fall ;  but,  on  the  difcovery  of  a 
variation  of  one  letter  between  it 
and  the  record,  he  was  nonfuited. 

In  the  evening,  a  riotous  mob  of 
weavers,  fhearmen,  &c.  collected, 
from  the  towns  of  Warmirifter, 
Frome,  &c.  affembled  together, 
and  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Shep- 
ton-Mallet,  with  intent  to  deilroy, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  a  ma¬ 
chine  lately  erefted  by  the  clothiers, 
for  the  advancement  and  benefit  of 
the  manufaftory,  and  to  pull  down 
the  houfes,  and  take  away  the  lives 
of  thofe  perfons  who  encouraged 
and  promoted  the  ufe  of  it. 

The  clothiers,  having  notice  of 
their  intentions,  applied  to  three  * 
neighbouring  magifirates,  who,  for 
the  confervation  of  the  peace,  af¬ 
fembled  at  a  public  inn.  After 
waiting  there  till  two  o’clock  next 
morning,  without  any  alarm,  two 
of  the  three  returned  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  homes,  but  the  other  re¬ 
mained,  lell  affiftance  might  be 
wanted.  The  ju dices  who  left  the 
town  were  fcarcely  out  of  it,  when 
the  mob,  who  had  remained  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  town,  re¬ 
drained  by  the  fear  of  their  power, 
thinking  there  was  no  magidrat^ 
left  to  command  the  military,  af¬ 
fembled,  made  an  attack  on  the 
poc^r-houfe,  where  the  machines 
were  worked ;  and  before  the  fol- 
diery  could  be  had  to  oppofs  them, 
broke  into  the  fame ;  and  not  only 
dedroyed  the  particular  objefls  of 
[f,]  their 
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their  refentment  (the  machines,) 
but  committed  other  injuries,  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount.  They 
had  fcarcely  efFedted  their  purpofe, 
when  the  military,  preceded  by 
the  remaining  magiflrate,  advan¬ 
ced,  and  fecured  five  of  the  ring¬ 
leaders  ;  but  in  conveying  them 
to  the  prifon,  they  were  attacked 
by  the  whole  body  with  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  efieft  a  refcue. 

The  proclamation  was  then  read 
by  John  Strode,  Efq;  who  very 
humanely  advanced  to  the  mob,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  principal  clothier, 
and  endeavoured,  by  all  the  argu¬ 
ments  prudence  could  fuggeft,  to 
convince  them  of  the  impropriety 
of  their  conduft,  and  perfuade 
them  to  difperfe ;  but  they,  with 
the  utmofi;  effrontery,  declared  they 
would  not  leave  the  town  till  their 
companions  were  difcharged.  To 
fave  the  effufion  of  blood,  even 
this  demand  was  on  the  point  of 
being  granted  them,  on  condition 
they  would  promife  never  to  mo- 
left  or  difturb  the  town  again,  when 
forae  of  the  moft  daring,  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  the  women,  began 
moft  cruelly  to  ftone  the  foldiers, 
who  bore  the  attack  with  uncom-' 
moil  fortitude  and  moderation,  firft 
difcharging  two  rounds  over  their 
heads,  to  deter  them,  if  pofliblc, 
from  proceeding  to  greater  extre¬ 
mities.  This  lenity  had  not  the  de- 
lired  effeCf,  for  they  continued  the 
attack  with  redoubled  vigour,  and 
very  much  wounded  feven  of  the 
foldiers.  Upon  this,  no  alterna¬ 
tive  being  left,  the  command  to 
level  their  pieces  was  given,  and 
one  man  fell,  and  fix  were  wound¬ 
ed.  This  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into 
the  rioters,  that  they  retired  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation  j  upon 
,which  the  magiftrate  immediately 
©rdUed  the  men  to  ceafe  firing. 


and  no  further  mifchief  enfueda 
The  Coroner  fat  on  the  body  of 
the  man  that  had  been  killed,i  the 
next  night,  and  brought  in  a  ver- 
di£l  of  accidental  death  by  the  mi¬ 
litary,  under  the  command  of  the 
civil  power. 

At  night,  a  man,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  rob  a  gentleman’s  garden  at 
Hampftead,  was  caught  by  the  leg 
in  a  trap,  which  tore  it  in  fo  ter¬ 
rible  a  manner,  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed  he  would  lofe  it.  It  were  to 
be  wiftied,  that  thefe  machines 
could  be  fo  contrived,  as  to  fecure 
the  offender,  without  difabling 
him,  and  thereby  rendering  him 
not  only  an  ufelefs,  but  a  burthen- 
fome,  member  of  fociety. 

Mr.  Foote,  at  the  Little  Theatre 
in  the  Haymarkec,  appeared  in 
the  character  of  Lady  Pentweazle, 
with  a  head-drefs  ftuck  full  of  fea¬ 
thers  in  the  utmoft  extravagance  of 
the  prefent  mode,  being  at  leaft  a 
yard  wide ;  and,  to  heighten  the 
ridicule,  the  whole  fabric  of  fea¬ 
thers,  hair,  and  wool,  dropt  oif 
as  he  waddled  off  the  ft  age.  Their 
majefties,  who  were  prefent,  laugh¬ 
ed  immoderately  at  the  fight,  as 
well  as  the  reft  of  the  audience : 
but  the  elegant,  becoming  manner 
in  which  her  majefty’s  head  was 
dreffed,  was  univerfally  allowed  to 
be  the  jufteft  as  well  as  the  fevereft 
fatire  on  the  prefent  filthy  faftiion. 

A  fire-ball  fell  at  Ox-  , 
ford,  which  alarmed  the 
whole  city,  but  happily  burft  with¬ 
out  mifchief. 

Lord  Howe,  with  the 
fleet  and  tranfports  under 
his  command,  joined  the  army 
under  General  Howe,  at  Staten 
Ifland ;  and,  the  day  following, 
a  flag,  with  letters  from  Lord  How'e 
for  General  Waftiington,  was  met 
by  the  adjutant-general  of  the  pro¬ 
vincial 
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Vincial  arnriy;  but  his  letters  were 
hefufed,  on  account  of  their  not  giv¬ 
ing  the  General  the  title  of  Excel¬ 
lency  ;  and  the  GeneraPs  conduct 
on  the  occafion  was  foon  after  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  Continental  Con^ 
grefs.  Their  contents,  however, 
containing  the  powers  by  which 
the  commillioners  were  authorifed 
to  treat,  and  the  terms  on  which 
they  were  empowered  to  accept 
fubmiflion,  were  received  by  the 
Congrefs,  and  by  their  orders  cir¬ 
culated  throughout  America,  but 
univerfally  rejedled. 

,  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
*  Old  Bailey,  when  four  pri- 
foners  received  judgment  of  death, 
viz.  three,  for  houfebreaking ;  and 
the  fourth,  for  robbing  a  warehoufe 
of  ravv-filk,  to  the  amount  of  130!. 
One  of  the  houfe-breakers  was 
executed  the  fourth  of  Auguk; 
and  the  laft  of  the  capital  convidlsj 
fent  to  Ireland  to  be  tried  for  mur¬ 
der;  nineteen  were  fentenced  to 
three  years  hard  labour,  in  fome 
fervice  ufeful  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Thames ;  eleven  were 
branded  in  the  hand,  eight  of 
whom  were  to  be- imprifoned  fix 
months;  a-nd  three,  three  months, 
in  Newgate ;  feven  ordered  to  be 
whipped  and  imprifoned  ;  three, 
for  three  years,  in  Bridewell;  and 
two,  for  two  months,  in  Newgate  ; 
four  branded  in  the  hand,  and 
difeharged  ^  ten  ordered  to  be 
whipped  }  and  twenty-five  dif¬ 
eharged  by  proclamation. 

Among  thofe  acquitted,  was  one 
for  the  coining  of  fhillings,  &c. 
who  had  been  tried  and  acquitted 
three  times  before  for  the  fame  of¬ 
fence.  His  trial  this  time  lafted 
four  hours. 

The  court  took  down  the  age, 
ftrength,  &c.  of  thofe  convidled 
of  fuch  crimes  as  were  not  of  a  ca- 
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pital  nature  ;  and  the  recorder,  in 
palling  fentence  on  fuch  of  them  as 
were  condemned  to  hard  labour  in 
fome  fervice  ufeful  to  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  river  Thames,  told 
them  that  the  punifhment,  though 
very  fevere,  neverthelefs  left  them 
an  opportunity  to  mitigate  its  hea- 
vinefs ;  becaufe,  if  they  manifelled 
figns  of  real  contrition,  and  ap¬ 
peared  truly  defirous  of  becoming 
ufeful  members  of  fociety,  their 
conduct  would  be  reported  to  the  ' 
government  by  proper  officers,  and 
the  term  of  their  fervitude  abridg-- 
edi  Whereas^  on  the  contrary,  if 
they  were  incorrigible,  they  would 
be  worked  without  remiffion  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  llrength.  The 
term  of  their  fervitude  would  be 
doubled  upon  the  firfl  attempt  to 
efcape  ;  and  upon  the  fecond,  they 
would  be  liable  to  fuffet  death 
without  benefit  of  clergy. 

The  law  for  fentencing  the  con- 
vi6ls  to  work  upon  the  Thames  is 
indeed  fevere,,  but  we  trufi;  it  will 
be  falutary.  They  are  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  as  much  labour  as  they 
can  fuflain,  to  be  fed  with  legs 
and  ffiins  of  beef,  ox-cheek,  and 
fuch  other  coarfe  food  ;  to  have  no¬ 
thing  for  drink,  but  water  or  fmall 
beer  ;  to  be  clad  in  fome  fquallid 
uniform  ;  never  to  be  vifited  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  the  overfeers ; 
and  whoever  gives  them  the  fmalleif 
relief,  incurs  a  penalty  of  forty 
fliillings.  The  expence  of  keep¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  them  is  to  be 
paid  by  government,  and  not  oulf 
of  th'fe  county  rates. 

The  firft  vefiel  launched  for  the 
above  purpofe  was  conllrutded  on 
a  plan  approved  of  by  his  majelly 
in  council.  It  cannot  be  called  a 
ffiip  or  tender,‘neither  is  it  fo  flat 
or  open  as  a  lighter  ;  it  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  hold  twenty-feven  tons  of 
[Z]  z  baliafU 
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ballafl ;  on  the  larboard  fide,  the 
gunwall  is  confiderably  broader 
than  in  the  common  lighters ;  on 
the  ftarboard  fide,  is  a  flooring 
about  three  feet  broad,  for  the  men 
to  work  on,  and  a  machine  called 
a  david,  with  a  windlafs,  for  raifing 
the  ballafl.  Part  of  the  veflel  is 
decked-in  abaft,  for  the  convifts  to 
lleep  in  ;  and  another,  in  the  fore- 
caftle,  is  formed  into  a  kind  of 
cabbin  for  the  overfeer.  Pier  out¬ 
ward  appearance  differs  very  little 
from  that  of  a  common  lighter. 
On  the  5th  of  Augufl,  the  con¬ 
victs,  chained  by  the  leg,  two  and 
two,  began  to  work  in  her,  about 
two  miles  below  Barking  Creek, 
Tinder  the  direction  of  Duncan 
Campbell,  Efq.  who  has  been 
appointed  the  governor  of  this 
new  kind  of  Bridewell.  Their 
behaviour,  in  general,  fince  they 
came  on  board  her,  and  other 
lighters  employed  in  the  fame  fer- 
vice,  has  been  very  becoming ; 
the  claufe  in  the  aCt,  which  fays, 
that  the  time  for  which  they  w'ere 
fentenced  to  work  may  be  fhorten- 
ed,  on  a  reprefentation  of  their 
good  behaviour,  having  operated 
very  pow'erfully. 

A  few  of  them,  indeed,  em¬ 
ployed  a  little  below  Woolwich, 
attempted  to  get  off  their  chains, 
and  were  guilty  of  feme  flight  out¬ 
rages  to  their  commander;  when 
a  fevere  flagellation  enfued  on 
their  being  again  properly  fe- 
cured. 

Eight  others,  a  fhort  time  after, 
found  means  to  feize  on  the  arm- 
chefl ;  and,  prefenting  piftols  to 
the  heads  of  their  keepers,  threat¬ 
ened  to  blow  their  brains  out,  if 
they  did  not  immediately  go  down 
into  the  hold,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  comply  with;  upon 
which  the  villains  jumped  into  a 


boat,  which  had  been  defignedly 
brought  along-fide  by  feme  of  their 
friends,  and  got  clear  off. 

This  day  twelvemonth,  a 
theatre  was  opened  at  Ma» 
drafs,  with  an  ingenious  and  ele- 
eant  introductory  prologue,  written 
by  Mr.  E.  J. 

Some  fhares  of  the  Royal  Bank 
at  Edinburgh,  fold  at  the  rate  of 
215  1.  being  14 1.  higher  than  was 
ever  paid  before,  owing  to  the 
great  plenty  of  money  now  circu¬ 
lating  in  Scotland.  Above  half  a 
million,  flerling,  it  was  computed, 
was  now  lent  out  in  Edinburgh 
alone,  at  three  per  cent,  and  more 
money,  befides,  was  ready  to  be 
lent  on  bond  fecurity,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  than  was  ever  known  at  any 
former  period. 

Pier  Imperial  Majefly  of  ^  . 
Ruflia  dined  on  board  Ad-  *  ’ 

miral  Greig^s  fhip  in  the  harbour 
of  St.  Peterfburgh,  at  a  table  of 
one  hundred  covers ;  and  in  the 
afternoon  reviewed  her  fleet ;  and 
even  failed  with  it  for  fome  time  ; 
the  whole  under  repeated  falutes 
from  the  fhips  and  batteries,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  Cronftadt,  mount¬ 
ing  nine  hundred  guns. 

In  a  letter  lately  received  by  the 
committee  at  the  London  Tavern 
appointed  to  conduct  the  voluntary 
contributions  in  favour  of  the  fol- 
diers  ferving  in  North  America, 
their  wives  and  children,  from  the 
committee  of  officers  appointed  by 
General  Howe,  to  conduCl  it  on  the 
fpot,  is  the  following  paragraph  ; 

“  This  board,  as  well  as  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  foldiers  in  general,  are 
fenfible  of  the  great  attention 
which  their  countrymen  have  fliewn 
them  on  this  occafion ;  and  we 
flatter  ourfelvcs  that  the  future 
operations  of  the  army,  in  reduc¬ 
ing  the  deluded  inhabitants  of  this 

country 
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countr}^  to  a  jufl  fenfe  of  their  duty, 
will  merit  their  approbation.  The 
fociety  may  be  allured  that  the 
board  will  exert  themfelvcs  to  ren¬ 
der  their  benevolent  defigns  as  be¬ 
neficial  as  poffible.  As  we  are 
convinced  that  you  are  defirous  of 
contributing  to  the  utmoft  of  your 
power  towards  the  relief  of  the  fol- 
diers,  &c.  we  beg  leave  to  fuggeft 
to  you,  that  the  following  articles 
will  be  particularly  ufeful,  to  wit, 
foap,  leather  for  mending  of  Ihoes, 
combs,  chalk  or  whitening  for 
cleaning  cloaths,  leggings,  horfe- 
radilh,  ground  ginger,  awls,  wax, 
and  coblers  ends  for  Ihoe-makers.’* 
^  Thegrand  Duke  of  Ruf- 
fia,  being  on  a  vilit  to  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  made  his  public 
entry  into  Berlin,  accompanied  by 
Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia,  in  the 
following  order,  Firil,  appeared 
twenty-four  poftilions,  founding 
their  horns,  commanded  by  fix 
fecretaries  of  the  poll:,  all  in  uni¬ 
form  ;  after  thefe  came  the  com¬ 
pany  of  butchfers,  then  that  of 
archers,  after  them  a  confiderable 
body  of  merchants,  dillinguilhed 
by  the  beauty  of  their  uniform  ; 
after  thefe  companies  came  three 
fuperb  Hate  coaches,  in  which  were 
the  Lieutenant-General  Lentulus 
de  Buddenbrock,  Count  Werthern, 
rniniller  of  Hate,  the  Major-Gene¬ 
rals  Sobeck  and  Prittwiz,  with 
fome  other  gentlemen  :  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  life-guards,  followed  by 
a  running  footman,  immediately 
preceded  one  of  the  king’s  coaches, 
with  eight  horfes,  in  which  were 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Ruflia,  and 
Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia.  This 
was  one  of  the  molt  fuperb  car¬ 
riages  ever  feen,  and  was  followed 
by  three  others,  in  which  were  the 
general  field  marfiial  Count  Ro» 
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manzow,  Sadiomilkoy,  General 
Count  Soltikow,  and  the  cham¬ 
berlain  and  gentlemen  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Highnefs.  The  proceffion 
was  clofed  by  one  hundred  men  of 
infantry,  being  the  guard  of  ho¬ 
nour.  All  the  magifiracy  of  the 
city  received  the  princes  under  a 
triumphal  arch,  where  upwards  of 
feventy  young  maidens,  drefied 
like  nymphs  and  Ihepherdefles, 
prefented  the  grand  duke  with 
verfes  and  a  garland  of  flowers* 
The  cannon  fired,  and  the  crum¬ 
pets  and  other  mufic  founded  from 
the  beginning,  till  the  king  em¬ 
braced  the  grand  duke  in  his 
apartments.  The  grand  duke,  at 
the  king’s  approach,  faid,  Per¬ 
mit  me,  O  mighty  monarch,  to 
fignify  my  reafons  for  having  tra¬ 
velled  from  the  extremities  of  the 
North  to  thefe  happy  dominions  : 
it  is  to  alTure  you,  rnyfelf,  of  the 
everlalling  tie  of  friendfliip  and  al¬ 
liance  which  henceforth  fliall  reiga 
between  Ruffia  and  Prullia ;  to 
meet  Raffia’s  future  Emprefs,  who 
will  be  dearer  to  rnyfelf  and  the 
whole  nation  for  my  having  re¬ 
ceived  her  from  your  hands;  and 
lafliy,  and  chiefly,  to  view  with 
my  own  eyes  Europe’s  greatell 
hero,  the  admiration  of  the  ao^e, 
and  the  aftonifliment  of  poke- 
rity  1” — Here  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  King,  who  replied,  “  In- 
flead  of  which  you  behold,  O 
Prince,  a  hoary-headed  Valetudi¬ 
narian,  who  could  never  have 
wilhed  for  a  fuperior  happinefs 
than  that  of  welcoming  within 
thefe  walls  the  hopeful  head  of  a 
mighty  empire,  and  the  only  fon 
of  my  belt  friend,  Catherine  the 
Great  1”  Turning  to  Genera]  Ro- 
manzow,  he  added,  Welcome, 
conqueror  of  the  Ottomans  !  1  find 
[i]  3  a  great 
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a  great  llkenefs  between  you  and 
ray  General  Winterfeldt.**  Sire, 
(replied  the  General)  I  am  ambi¬ 
tious  to  refemble,  even  outwardly, 
a  General  who  didinguiOied  him- 
felf  fo  much  in  your  Majefty’s  fer- 
vice.’*  The  King  made  anfwer. 

You  have  far  more  reafon  to  be 
proudof  your  own' glorious  deeds, 
which  will  hand  down,  to  the 
lateft  pofterity,  your  immortal 
fame!’^ 

Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia,  in  the 
name  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
made  the  demand  of  the  Princefs 
of  Wirtemberg  Scutgard,  in  mar¬ 
riage  for  the  Grand  Duke ;  and 
the  ceremony  of  the  contrail  took 
place  the  fame  day.  Qn  the  3d  of 
Auguft,  his  Imperial  Highnefs  took 
leave  of  the  Royal  Family,  when 
the  King  made  him  the  following 
magnificent  prefents  :  a  defert- 
fervice,  and  a  coffee  fervice,  with 
ten  vafes  of  China,  of  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  Berlin  5  a  ring,  with  his 
Majefty^s  portrait,  covered  with  a 
diamond  valued  at  30,000  crowns ; 
a  fet  of  Pruffian  horfesj  and  four 
pieces  of  rich  tapellry. 

After  this  there  was  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  court,  at  which  were 
prefent  all  the  foreign  miniders, 
^nd  every  perfon  of  didinClion, 
The  whole  auguft  company  fupped 
with  the  Qjjeen  in  great  magnifi-. 
cence,  and  the  ne^t  day  “dined 
with  her  Majelly. 

At  night,  fome  rogues  broke 
into  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman 
in  Great  RufTel-dreet,  Bloom K 
bury,  all  w^hofe  family  happened 
to  be  then  in  the  country  ;  and 
carried  off  plate  to  the  amount  of 
above  300 1.  We  infert  this  by 
way  of  caution  to  fuch  of  our 
leaders,  as  leave  their  town  houfes 
for  the  (ummef  fcafo^i^  to  lodge 
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their  plate  at  a  banker’s,  and  their 
houfehold  furniture  with  an  up- 
hollterer,  as  the  bell  way  to  fecure 
w'hatever  goods,  &c.  they  may  not 
think  proper  to  take  along  \vith 
them. 

The  hrft  Hone  of  an  ob-  , 
fervatorv  on  Calton-hill, 
near  Edinburgh,  was  laid  with 
great  folemnity,  in  the  prefence 
of  theLord-Provoll  and  magiftrates 
of  that  city,  accompanied  by  the 
heads  of  the  univerfity. 

At  a  court  of  common  , 
council  held  at  Guildhall,  * 

the  thanks  of  that  court  were  una- 
nimoufly  voted  to  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,,  for  his  endeavours  to  fup- 
port  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
freemen  of  Worceder  in  the  late 
election  for  reprefen tatives  for  that 
city. 

The  body  of  a  coach-  , 
man,  found  without  any  of  ^  ’ 
the  common  figns  of  life,  in  a  lia¬ 
ble  at  Fulham,  to  which  he  went 
a  few  days  before,  in  a  feeming 
date  of  good  health,  to  put  up 
his  horfes,  was  buried  at  that 
place.  But  when  the  funeral  was 
over,  a  perfon  inliding  that,  du¬ 
ring  the  performance  of  the  fervice, 
he  heard  a  rumbling  and  draggling 
in  the  coffin,  the  earth  was  re- 
pioved,  and  the  coffin  taken  out 
of  the  grave  ;  when,  on  opening 
it,  there  appeared  evident  proofs, 
that  the  unhappy  man,  though 
then  abfolutely  dead,  had  coipe  to 
himfelf,  as  his  body  was  very  much 
bruifed  in  feveral  places,  fpme  of 
which  were  dill  bleeding  ;  and 
there  appeared  befides  a  quantity 
of  blood  in  the  coffin.  Surely,  it 
is  high  time  to  put  the  o:(iice  of 
fearchers  into  better  hands  ;  and 
who  F>  lit  for  the  purpofe,  as  the 
gerAl^mon,  of  the  faculty  belong- 
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iHg  to  the  Society  for  the  recovery 
of  perfons  apparently  drowned, 
who  might  be  allowed  a  fuit- 
able  reward  for  their  trouble,  pay¬ 
able  by  the  parifh  when  the  friends 
of  the  fuppofed  deceafed  were  too 
poor  to  pay  it ;  and  a  ftill  greater 
reward,  in  cafe  they  fhould  bring 
to  life  any  perfon  given  over  as 
dead  by  thofe  they  belonged  to. 

Sir  Bahl  Keith,  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  iflued  a  proclamation  to 
put  martial-law  in  force  in  that 
illand,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
fpreading  of  what  the  proclama¬ 
tion  ftiles  a  rebellion  of  the  ne¬ 
groes,  in  one  of  its  parifhes ;  and, 
next  day,  he  iifued  another  pro¬ 
clamation,  to  flop  the  departure  of 
the  ihips  bound  for  Europe,  as  it 
appeared  that  the  negroes  depend¬ 
ed  greatly  on  the  ifland’s  being 
thereby  thinned  of  whites,  to  carry 
their  point.  By  this  means,  the 
infurreclion  was  fuppreffed  ;  and, 
the  ringleaders  being  difeovered, 
thirty  were  executed  ;  when,  all 
things  being  made  quiet  and  eafy 
again,  both  the  martial-law  and 
the  embargo  were  taken  off  the 
yth  of  Auguft  following,  [For 
fome  fine  thoughts  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  -the  poor  negroes  in  the 
India  ifiands.  See.  and  a  fine 
poetical  addrefs,  to  his  wife,  put 
into  the  mouth  of  one  of  them  on 
the  point  of  being  burnt  alive 
for  afieiting  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  vv.e.  heg  leave  to  refer  our 
readers  to  the  fe.cond  part  of  this 
volume.] 

Here,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is 
proper  to  remark,  that,  in  thefe 
ifiands  the  whites  themfelves  were 
now  on  the  point  of  being  fiarved, 
in  confequence  of  their  not  receiv¬ 
ing  the  ufual  fupplies  from  North- 
Americaj^  fo  that^  perhaps,  every 
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thing  attempted  by  the  fiaves,  on 
the  above  occafion,  may  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  that  almoft  general  innate 
defire  of  prolonging  even  the  mofi: 
wretched  exiftence.  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Weft  -  India  ifiands 
about  this  time,  may  be  judged* 
from  the  following  piflure  of  that 
of  Barbadoes,  as  laid  before  his 
Majefty,  laft  May,  in  an  addrefs  on 
the  occafion  from  the  inhabitants 
of  that ifiand  ; 

‘‘  We  have.  Sir,  near  fourfeore 
thoufand  black,  and  twelve  thou- 
fand  white  people  daily  to  fupporf. 
Our  ground  provifions  (the  internal 
refource)  have  failed  for  the  want 
of  feafonable  rains  ;  and  the  ftock 
of  fait  provifions  on  hand  will  not 
laft  many  weeks,  and  we  are  with¬ 
out  the  hope  of  future  foreign  re- 
fources.*’ 

Sir  Thomas  Rich,  in  his 
Majefty^s  (hip  Enterprize, 
met  with  a  French  fleet,  of  two 
fiiips  of  the  line,  and  feveral  fri¬ 
gates,  commanded  by  the  Duke 
of  Chartres.  The  French  bore 
down  upon  her,  and  the  Admiral 
hailed  the  Enterprize,  and  defired 
the  Captain  to  come  on  board  im¬ 
mediately  ;  to  which  he  replied, 
that,  if  the  Admiral  had  any  thing 
to  communicate  to  him,  he  might 
come  on  board  the  Enterprize,  as 
he  fhould  not  go  out  of  liis  fhip. 
The  Duke  infifted  that  he  fhould, 
or  he  would  fink  him  ;  and  the 
French  fhips  accordingly  pointed 
their  guns  at  the  Enterprize;  bue 
Sir  Thomas  Rich,  regardlefs  of 
their  hoftile  threats  and  prepara¬ 
tions,  declared,  that  he  never  re¬ 
ceived  any  orders  but  from  his  o^vn 
Admiral,  and  that  they  were  at  li- 
kerty  to  fire  whenever  they  pleafe-d, 
as  he  pofitively  would  not  go  on 
board-;  upon  which  the  Duke  of 
[4]  T  '  "  Chartres^ 
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Chartres,  admiring  his  fpirited 
condud,  begged  it  as  a  fa'vour 
that  he  would  do  him  the  honour 
of  coming  aboard,  as  he  wifhed 
much  to  be  acquainted  with  him. 
Sir  Thomas  immediately  went, 
and  was  received  with  the  utmoft 
refped  by  the  Duke  and  all  his 
ofiicers.  , 

The  magidrates  of  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Weftminfler,  met  at  their 
Guildhall, I  to  hold  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  their  quarter  feffion,  re¬ 
ceived  the  pidure  of  Lord  Percy, 
which  they  had  requefted  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  to  place  in  the  council  cham¬ 
ber  of  their  hall,  as  a  teftimony  of 
their  refped  towards  that  young 
nobleman,  and  as  a  juft  fenfe  of 
their  approbation  of  his  fpirit  and 
perfevefance  in  the  ferive  of  his 
King  and  Country  in  America, 
^oth  ^  poor  widow,  imme- 
^  *  diately  after  being  cleared 

at  St.  Margaret’s  Hill,  in  the  Bo¬ 
rough,  by  the  Infolvent  Ad,  was 
arrefted  by  a  Borough- Clink  Officer 
in  her  way  home,  and  carried  to 
the  Borough  jail.  But,  upon  no¬ 
ticebeing  fent  to  Sir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bey,  he  gave  orders  for  the  woman 
to  be  again  brought  into  court, 
difcharged  her  from  the  arreft,  and 
fent  the  officer,  who  arrefted  her, 
to  the  above  prifon  for  three 
months,  as  the  ad  of  parliament 
direds  that  no  perfon,  coming  to 
be  cleared,  or  going  home  when 
cleared,  lhall  be  taken  under  arreft. 


About  ten  minutes  after  ten  at 
night,  began  one  of  the  greateft 
eclipfesof  ihe  moon,  that  has  hap¬ 
pened  thefe  twenty-lix  years  paft  ; 
and  a  greater  than  will  happen  for 
many  years  to  come.  It  was  vifi- 
ble  to  all  Europe  and  Africa,  the 
Ifland  of  Madagafcar,  all  the  leffer 
iflands  of  the  Indian  Seas,  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean,  Iceland,  Greenland, 
Newfoundland,  Cape  Breton,  the 
Caribbee  Iflands,  Terra  Firma, 
South  America  ;  to  every  place, 
in  ffiort,  above  whole  horizon 
the  moon  then  happened  to  be  ; 
and  the  weather  here  in  London, 
proved  favourable  enough  to  render 
it  a  moft  grand  and  awful  fpedacle  ; 
whereas,  out  of  fix  total  eciipfes 
of  the  moon,  that  could  be  vifible 
in  this  part  of  the  globe  for  thirty- 
nine  years  paft,  three  only  are  re¬ 
membered  to  have  been  feen,  the 
fight  of  the  other  three  having  been 
intercepted  by  clouds.  At  the 
time  of  the  prefent  eciipfe,  the 
moon  was  computed  to  be  upwards 
of  222,000  Englifh  miles  from  the 
earth’s  furface;  the  diameter  of 
the  earth’s  lhadow,  in  that  part 
where  the  moon  paft'ed  through  it, 
about  6coo  miles  ;  and  the  moon’s 
motion  through  this  lhadow,  to 
have  been  at  the  rate  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles  a  minute. 
The  other  particulars'of  this  grand 
event  in  thehiftoryof  nature,  were, 
for  London,  and  all  other  places 
at  no  great  diftance  from  it,  nearly 
as  follows : 


Beginning  of  the  eciipfe,  30th  of  July 
Beginning  of  the  total  darknefs 
Middle  of  the  eciipfe 
End  of  the  total  darknefs,  31  ft  of  July 
End  of  the  eciipfe  • 

Digits  eclipfed  - 


H. 

M. 

-  10 

10  at  night. 

-  1 1 

8 

-  12 

0 

42  in  the  morning. 

I 

41 

-  1 90 

z 

Died 

DieDs 
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Died,  the  ift  inftant,  Richard 
Hare,  Efq.  an  eminent  brewer, 
remarkable  for  his  Ton’s  having 
carried  porter  brewing  to  the  high- 
eft  perfedllon  in  Philadelphia. 

The  7th.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Mark- 
land,  fenior  fellow  of  Peter-  Houfe, 
Cambridge,  and  one  of  the  moft 
learned  critics  of  his  age,  aged 
82  years.  See  the  fecond  part  of 
this'volume,  for  a  farther  account 
of  this  gentleman. 

Lately,  M**.  James  Aftiley,  aged 
78,  mafter  of  the  punch  houfe  on 
Ludgate-hill,  which  he  had  kept 
forty-  five  years.  He  was  the  firft 
to  introduce  the  felling  of  punch  in 
fmall  quantities,  by  which  he  not 
only  made  a  large  fortune,  but 
greatly  promoted  the  intereft  of  the 


Britifh  Iflands,  and  the  Increafe  of 
the  revenue. 


AUGUST. 

A  light  was  exhibited  on  « 
a  duller  of  dangerous  rocks 
between  England  and  Ireland, 
called  the  Smalls  ;  but  on  fuch  an 
improved  plan,  as  to  be  feen  and  di- 
ftinguillied  at  nine  leagues  diftance. 

By  the  report  of  the  committee 
direded  to  enquire  into  the  city 
calh,  and  the  probable  expences 
attending  the  mayoralty,  the  re¬ 
ceipts  and  payments  of  the  laft  five 
gentlemen  who  ferved  that  office. 
Hand,  purfuant  to  accounts  deli¬ 
vered  in  by  themfelves,  as  under, 
viz. 


'  Receipts.  Payments. 

Samuel  Turner,  Efq;  -  £.  5731  510  —  7349  4 

Brafs  Crofby,  Efq;  -  4251  H  6  —  6085  lO  il 

James  Townfend,  Efq;  -  3896  o  o  —  759^  16  9 

Frederick  Bull,  Efq;  -  -  5647  13  8  —  9292  lo  o 

John  Wilkes,  Efq;  -  -  4889  o  6  —  8226  13  o 

And  Mr.  Beckford’s  firft  mayoralty  5578  17  o  —  6S96  19  10 


The  committee  having  compared 
the  faid  accounts  together,  and 
having  likewife  had  laid  before 
them  a  fair  copy  of  the  account  of 
monies  received  by  the  Mayors  for 
twenty-fix  years  paft,  viz.  from 
1750  to  1773,  both  inclufive,  for 
the  fale  of  offices,  places,  &c.  came 
to  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 

I.  That  it  appeared  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  the  annual  income  of 
the  office  of  Mayor  of  this  city 
amounts  to  about  4000I. 

II.  That  the  probable  receipts 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  offices, 
places,  &c,  for  twenty-fix  years 
paft,  amounted  upon  an  average  to 
331I.  6s.  id.  per  annum,  and  for 
the  laft  ten  years  to  670I.  per  an¬ 
num.  And, 


III.  That  the  probable  expences 
attending  the  mayoralty  of  this 
city,  amounted  to  7600I.  per  an¬ 
num. 

The  committee  therefore  re¬ 
commended,  that,  in  future,  the 
Turns  arifing  from  the  fale  of  all 
officers  places  of  this  city  what¬ 
ever,  fhould  be  paid  into  the 
chamber  of  London,  and  that  the 
court  do  allow  the  future  Mayors 
loool.  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  the 
faid  places.  ' 

At  a  court  of  common  council, 
?Ar.  Saxby  having  given  notice, 
that  he  intended,  at  the  firft  court 
of  common-council  to  be  held  af¬ 
ter  the  recefs,  to  revive  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  compliment  of  a  piece 
of  plate  to  be  prefented  to  Sir  Wat- 
8  kii^ 
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|dn  Lewes  on  the  fame  fcore  that 
the  thanks  of  the  court  had  been 
lately  v^oted  him,  Mr.  Deputy  Judd 
gave  notice,  that  he  iliould,  at  the 
fame  time,  make  a  motion  for  re¬ 
ducing  the  falary  paid  to  the  re- 
cordet-  to  750!.  the  fum  which  w^as 
paid  to  his  predecelTor.  From  thefe 
bickerings,  the  political  temper  of 
the  cky  of  London  may  be  pretty 
v;ell  eiiimated. 

j  At  Quckfield  in  Suifolk, 

^  ■  there  happened  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  a  violent  ftorm  of  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning,  which  threw  the 
inhabitants  into  great  confterna-. 
tion.  The  new  work  belonging 
to  the  fpire  of  the  church,  which 
had  been  almoft  deftroyed  by  a 
violent  ftorm  the  beginning  of  the 
bard  weather  the  lail  winter,  and 
was  nearly  repaired,  was  beat 
dojwn,  and  the  inlide  fet  on  fire  at 
three  or  four  different  plaices  ; 
where  it  vyas,  however,'  though 
with  great  difficulty,  extinguiffied. 

,  Baron  Deide  Furitenftein, 

late  Embaffador  from  Den¬ 
mark,  having  received  his  letters 
of  recal,  and  previoufly  taken  leave 
of  their  Majeflies,  fet  out  on  his 
return  home. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Mr.  Wallace,  bifcuit-ba- 
ker,  in  Cinnamon-ftreet,  Wap- 
ping,  by  which  that  and  fix  ad¬ 
joining  houfes  were  burnt-  to  the 
ground. 

,  This  morning,  about  fix 

o’clock,  a  melancholy  acci¬ 
dent  happened  on  board  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Blip  Marlborough,  Capt. 
Hood,  which  had  come  intoPortf- 
iriouth  harbour  the  day  before  to 
be  docked,  by  the  explofion  of 
fome  gunpowder  in  the  fore  part 
of  the  fliip,  which  tore  and  much 
damaged  her  infide  works,  an^ 


ripped  up  part  of  her  decks  3 
twelve  feamen,  three  women,  and 
three  children  were  killed  3  and 
upwards  of  fifty  wounded,  who 
were  fent  to  the  hofpital.  And,  011 
the  15  th,  at  a  court-martial  heldon 
board  the  Centaur  man  of  war,  on. 
the  captain,  officers,  &c.  of  the 
Marlborough,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufe  of  the  above  unhappy  acci¬ 
dent,  the  Captain  and  Lieutenant 
were  cleared  of  any  breach  of  duty,^ 
but  the  gunner  was  fentenced  to 
one  year’s  imprifonment  in  the 
Marffialfea,  and  rendered  for  ever 
incapable  of  ferving  his  Majefly  ; 
and  one  of  the  gunner’s  yeomen 
was  condemned  to  receive  three 
hundred  lafhes.  It  feems  that  the 
latter,  on  removing  the  powder, 
had,  through  the  negligence  of  the 
former,  made  a  referve  of  fome 
powder  unknown  to  the  reff  of  the 
Blip’s  crew.  Two  or  three  days 
after,  another  court-martial  was 
held  on  two  faiiors,  for  theft  com¬ 
mitted  on  board  the  faid  ffiip  in  the 
height  of  the  confufion  after  th(^ 
explofion  ;  when  they  were  both 
convifted,  and  fentenced  to  receive 
three  hundred  lafiies  each  ;  which 
fentences,  both  on  them  and  the 
gunner’s  yeoman,  were  the  next; 
morning  carried  into  execution. 


At  Evercreech,  in  De» 


6th. 


vonftiire,  a  farmer  and.  two 
of  his  men  running  under  an  oak 
for  Ihelter  during  a  thunder- 
fiorruj  a  flalh  of  lightning  firuck 
the  tree,  killed  the  farmer  dead 
upon  the  fpot,  and  greatly  hurt  the 
two  labourers.  We  cannot  too  of¬ 
ten  put  our  readers  on  their  guard 
againfl  the  danger  of  Banding  un¬ 
der  trees  during  thunder-ftorms. 
It  is  feldom  that  perfons  are  much 
hurt  in  open  fiejds. 

There  was  grovying  in  the  gar«j 
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den  of  Meffrs.  Perfedl,  in  Ponte- 
fradl,  a  curious  cucumber,  called 
the  Snake  Cucumber,  (the  feed  of 
which  was  fent  in  a  letter  from 
abroad)  which  at  firfl;  fight  ftruck 
terror  into  the  beholders,  as  it  ex¬ 
hibited  the  appearance  of  feveral 
fnakes,  twilled  in  various  ferpen- 
tine  figures,  among  the  plants,  of 
which  there  were  a  great  number, 
feveral  of  them  meafuring  upwards 
of  three  feet,  and  one  in  particu¬ 
lar  four  feet  four  inches  in  length  : 
and  of  a  proportionable  circumfe¬ 
rence. 

The  trade  of  the  northern  part 
of  Europe  appears,  as  it  was  ex- 
peded,  to  have  thriven  greatly  by 
the  decay  of  the  North-American 
trade,  as,  on  this  and  the  next  day, 
no  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-three  flips,  from  the  Baltic, 
paffed  the  Sound.  Some  people, 
however,  alledge  another  reafon 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  northern  powers, 
which  is,  the  paffage  the^  Ruffians 
have  opened  to  the  Levant  an4 
Italy.  - 

One  of  the  firfl  afls  of  the  new 
Prince  de  Conti,  fince  his  accef- 
fion  to  his  father’s  poffeffions  in 
the  ifle  of  Adam,  has  been  to  give 
orders, that  the  game  thereon  Ihould 
be  moflly  killed,  on  account  of  the 
damage  done  by  it  to  the  corn  in 
that  dillridl,  of  which  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  had  for  a  long  time  com¬ 
plained,  and  given  to  the  poor. 
Some  time  before  this,  when  the 
general  extirpation  of  .rabbits  in 
France  happened  to  be  on  the  car¬ 
pet,  it  was  found  that  the  fmell  of 
lobflers,  or  craw-fifh,  would  en.? 
tirely  deflroy  them  ip  their  buf- 
yows ;  and  it  has  fince  been  difeo- 
vered,  that  lobflers  have  another 
pro|)erty  very  ufeful  to  the  farmer 


/ 

and  corn-fadlor,  which  cannot  he 
too  univerfally  known. 

Monf.  de  BrolTes,  firfl  PrefidenC 
of  the  parliament  at  Dijon,  find¬ 
ing  that  the  weevils  had  got  among 
fome  wheat  at  one  of  his  farms, 
tried  almofl  every  method  to  get 
rid  of  them,  but  in  vain,  for  his 
granaries  flill  continued  infefled  by 
this  voracious  infedl.  At  length, 
being  informed  of  a  method  to 
deflroy  them,  quite  Ijmple,  and 
no  ways  expenfive  or  dangerous, 
and  which  it  is  faid  had  been  prac- 
tifed  in  the  province  of  Poidlou, 
with  equal  fuccefs,  he  went  to 
work,  in  the  following  manner.  He 
got  fome  live  lobflers,  which  he 
threw  on  the  wheat  that  was^  in¬ 
fefled  ;  and,  in  four  hours  time, 
the  weevils  came  out  from  all  parts 
of  it,  (for  the  fifh  were  flill  alive) 
and  difperfed  themfelves  all  over 
the  walls  in  fuch  great  numbers, 
that  in  many  places  they  were  quite 
black  with  them.  At  length,  af¬ 
ter  endeavouring  to  efcape  by  the 
chinks  in  the  wall,  they  all  pe- 
rifhed. 

The  fmell  of  this  teflaceous 
fifh,  particularly  if  left  to  flink, 
always  proves  fatal  to  thefe  infedls, 
yet  will  no  wife  afFedl  the  corn. 
This  remedy  fhould  be  ufed,  as 
foon  as  there  is  reafon  to  fufpedl 
that  the  weevils  begin  to  make 
their  nefls. 

A  new  road  from  Hun-  , 
tingdon  to  Godmanchef-  * 
ter,  being  nearly  completed,  was 
a  few  days  fince  opened  for  carri¬ 
ages.  It  is  a  very  noble  addition  to 
the  pleafure  of  travelling  that  way, 
as  well  as  an  entire  fecurity  againfl 
the  floods  which  fometimes  over¬ 
flowed  the  fine  meads  through 
which  it  pafTes  ;  not  to  fpeak  of 
other  advantages  j  it  being  fhorter 
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by  feveral  miles  than  the  old  road, 
and  as  fafe  for  travellers  as  any 
road  in  England. 

,  Being  the  birth-day  of 
*  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
fame  was  obferved  at  Windfor  with 
unufual  fplendor.  At  iix  in  the 
morning  the  feftivity was  announced 
by  the  ringing  of  bells.  At  feven 
fome  fmall  guns  were  fired  as  a 
iignal  to  prepare.  Before  nine, 
the  prince,  with  his  attendants, 
came  to  the  King*s  apartments. 
At  ten  o’clock,  the  King,  Queen, 
and  children,  attended  by  the 
Duke  of  Montague,  Lord  Bruce, 
Lady  Effingham,  Lady  Wey¬ 
mouth,  Lady  Charlotte  Finch, 
&c,  went  in  proceffion  to  the  ca¬ 
thedral  ;  the  Princefs  Royal  and 
her  two  fillers  walked  after  their 
Majefties ;  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
his  fix  brothers  (all  drelTed  in  blue 
and  gold)  following,  with  their 
attendants  on  each  fide.  When 
they  came  to  the  church  door,  the 
Provoll,  Prebends,  Canons,  and 
Poor  Knights  received  them  ;  and 
as  foon  as  they  entered  the  cathe¬ 
dral,  the  organ  firuck  up  and  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  Royal  Family  were 
feated.  His  Majefiy,  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  Bilhop  ofOfnaburgh, 
and  the  Duke  of  Montague,  be¬ 
fore  the  fervice  began,  went  to  the 
altar  and  made  their  offerings  of 
gold  and  filver  ;  Dodlor  Bollock 
and  Doflor  Lockman  receiving 
the  fame  in  a  gold  dilh. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Royal 
Pamily,  when  in  the  choir,  was 
thus  :  the  King  fat  in  the  Dean’s 
feat,  the  Queen  under  the  Duke 
of  Glouceller’s  banner,  with  the 
Princefies  Handing  at  her  fide ;  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  brother 
the  Bilhop,  under  their  own  ban- 
Bers;  the  reft  of  the  children,  with 


the  ladies  of  quality,  and  other  at¬ 
tendants,  in  the  upper  ftalls  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  choir.  The 
Duke  of  Montague  took  his  feat 
under  his  own  banner. 

The  fervice  then  began,  and 
was  read  by  the  Provoft ;  Mr. 
Kent’s  Te  Deufn  and  Jubilate  were 
fung  ;  and  Doftor  Green’s  anthem, 

God  is  our  hope  and  ftrength, 
“  &c.”  concluding  with  the  grand 
chorus  from  the  Meffiah  ;  the 
whole  of  which  took  up  an  hour 
and  an  half.  The  proceffion  from 
the  cathedral  was  in  the  fallowing 
order,  viz.  Poor  Knights,  two 
and  two  \  Prebends,  Canons,  Pro¬ 
voft,  their  Majefties,  the  Princefs 
Royal  with  her  lifters,  and  their 
attendants,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Bilhop  of  Ofnaburgh,  the  reft 
of  the  royal  brothers,  two  and 
t\vo;  Duke  of  Montague,  Lord 
Bruce,  Ladies  Effingham,  Wey¬ 
mouth,  Charlotte  Finch,  &c,  on 
each  fide.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
cathedral  took  leave  of  jthem  at 
the  door :  their  Majefties  and  the 
children  then  went  into  the  caftle, 
and  afterwards  upon  the  terrace. 
Theparty  belonging  to  the  25th  re¬ 
giment  was  drawn  up  in  the  Park, 
upon  a  fpot  called  the  Bowling 
Green  ;  !and,  as  foon  as  the  chil¬ 
dren  appeared  at  the  Terrace,  they 
gave  three  vollies.  The  King  and 
Queen,  Princes  and  Princefies, 
went  afterwards  into  their  own 
apartments  to  dinner,  and  at  half 
pall  fix  o’clock,  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  three  eldeft  bro¬ 
thers  returned  to  Kew. 

There  are  now  in  circulation  a. 
number  of  counterfeit  fixpences, 
an  imitation  of  the  Lima  money 
of  George  the  Second,  well  exe¬ 
cuted,  date  1746,  not  differing 
from  the  Tower  money,  but  by  a 

iiatnefs 
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Hatnefs  on  one  part  of  the  edge  in- 
Aead  of  being  round. 

,  The  fon  of  a  wealty  in- 
‘9^  •  habitantofGrails,inVoigt- 
land,  having  lately  hanged  himfelf, 
when  delirious  in  a  fever,  the  un¬ 
happy  father  petitioned  the  King, 
and  eahly  obtained  leave,  to  bury 
him  in  the  church-yard.  But, 
when  the  corpfe  was  brought  to 
the  grave  to  be  buried,  a  great  mob 
afl'enibled  to  obftrudl  the  putting 
of  it  into  the  ground  ;  they  even 
attackedthe  guards  which  were  fent 
to  quell  the  riot  with  fo  great  fury, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  be  rein¬ 
forced  to  the  amount  of  600  men 
before  they  could  reduce  the  mu« 
tineers,  which  was  not  done  at 
lall  without  much  bloodflied  on 
both  Tides. 

,  A  powder-mill  blew  up 
*  in  the  province  of  Picardy, 
and  feveral  perfons  were  deftroyed 
by  the  explohon.  Happily  the 
Roval  Arfenal  did  not  iuffer, 
though  near  the  fpot  where  the  ac¬ 
cident  happened. 

^  One  of  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior’s  ladies  was  fafely  de¬ 
livered  of  a  Prince,  who  was  im¬ 
mediately  named  Sultan  Mehemet, 
to  the  very  great  fatisfaflion  of  the 
Grand  Signior  and  his  fubjefls. 
The  Porte  communicated  the  news 
in  form,  the  fame  day,  to  all  the 
foreign  miniilers,  intimating,  that 
as  illuminations  would  be  ordered 
throughout  the  city  for  feven  nights, 
it  was  hoped  they  would  not  omit 
to  demonftrate,  as  ufual  in  luch 
cafes,  their  friend lliip,  by  doing 
as  others  did,  which  reqneft  was 
complied  with.  The  illumina¬ 
tions  began  on  the  26th,  and 
were  followed  by  three  nights 
fuperb  fr§-w'©rks  on  the  canal 
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oppqfite  to  the  Grand  Signior’s 
feraglio. 

A  bell  was  eredled  in  the  , 
centre  of  Smithfield,  on  a  • 
high  pyramid,  confiHing  of  four 
polls.  It  is  to  be  rung  at  twelve 
o’clock  on  Sunday  nights,  for  cat¬ 
tle  to  be  brought  in  ;  and  at  three 
o^clock  in  the  afternoons  of  Moni- 
day  and  Friday,  for  the  market  to 
ceafe  ;  and,  in  failure  of  obedience 
to  this  fgnal,  the  cattle  are  to  be 
fent  to  the  Green-yard. 

A  regatta  was  celebrated  on  the 
river  Thames  between  Richmond 
and  Kew  in  honour  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales’s  birth-day.  Their  Ma- 
jellies,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
Royal  Family,  with  their  atten¬ 
dants,  were  prefent,  and  received 
by  all  ranks  with  the  greateft  marks 
of  alfedtion  and  refpedt ;  but,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  number  of  boats,  and 
the  crowds  of  people,  the  Ihew  af¬ 
forded  very  little  diverlion.  la 
the  evening  fome  very  curious  fire¬ 
works  were  difplayed  on  an  aite  oa 
the  river  Thames,  which  had  a 
fine  elfefl. 

The  army  under  general  Howe, 
after  he  had  made,  on  the  18th, 
fome  further  propofals  to  the  pro¬ 
vincials,  but  without  effedl,  beino- 
previoully  joined  by  a  large  body 
of  Hefiians,  made  good  their  land* 
ing  on  Long  Illand;  and,  on  the 
27ch,  part  of  the  Provincial  army, 
commanded  by  General  Sullivan, 
was  totally  routed  ;  upon  which 
the  whole  body,  the  next  day, 
quitted  their  entrenchments  on 
Long  Ifland,  and  retreated  to 
New  York. — On  this  occafion,  the 
Generals  Sullivan,  Stirling,  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Stirling,  and 
Udell,  with  more  than  1000  men, 
were  made  prifoners ;  the  killed 

and 
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and  wounded  were  fuppofed  to  be 
about  2300. 

As  the  name  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Lord  Stirling  is  not  in  the 
lift  either  of  Englifh,  Scotch,  or 
Irifti  peers,  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  him  maybe  acceptable  to 
our  readers.  His  father,  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander,  (for  that  is  his  real  name) 
went  over  to  America  many  years 
ago,  where  he  acquired  a  conlider- 
able  eftate,  and  where  the  prefent 
Lord  Stirling  was,  it  is  believed, 
born.  Upon  the  death  of  Lord 
Stirling,  a  Scotch  peer,  wliofe name 
was  Alexander,  either  the  late  or 
the  pfefent  Mr.  Alexander,  came 
over  to  England,  and  laid  claim 
to  the  title  ;  when  the  caufe  w'as 
tried  by  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and 
the  claim  rejefled  ;  the  Lords  for¬ 
bidding  him  to  aft'ume  the  title  on 
pain  of  being  led  round  Weftmin- 
ller-Hall,  libelled  as  an  impoftor  ; 
but  ever  fince,  by  the  courtefy 
of  his  countrymen,  he  has  been 
diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Stirling.  The  firft|  Lord  Stirling 
obtained  a  grant  of  Long  Iftand  ; 
was  the  hrft  that  fettled  it  with 
Eritilh  inhabitants  ;  and  was  at  a 
great  expence  in  fupporting  them. 
He  died  in  1640. 

There  is  avery  remarkable  plain 
in  Long  Iftand,  about  twenty- 
eight  miles  long,  and  between 
four  and  five  broad.  Not  a  fingle 
tree  grows  upon  it,  and  none  of 
the  natives  can  remember  there 
ever  were  any  ;  a  thing  which  can¬ 
not  be  faid  of  any  other  known  fpot 
of  ground  in  all  North-America, 

At  a  general  diet  of  the  Polilh 
nobility,  held  at  Warfaw,  the 
members  were  obliged  to  fign  the 
following  adb  of  confederation, 
which  the  Poles  think,  if  ftridly 


adhered  to,  would  certainly  bed 
ble  fting  to  their  ruined  country: 

I.  Toprefervethe  Roman  church 
as  predominant,— 2.  Fdr  the  per- 
fon  of  the  King,  and  the  dignity 
of  his  throne. — -3.  For  the  laws 
and  liberties  of  both  nations  (Po¬ 
land  and  Lithuania)  which  are 
guarantees  to  each  other  by  many 
convention  compads.— 4,  To  efedt 
a  free  and  independent  republican 
government,  which  has  a  power  of 
legiilation  at  its  diets,  and  a  power 
to  enforce  its  ads  between  one  diet 
and  another. — 5.  To  fulfil  and  ob- 
ferve  all  the  treaties  hitherto  con¬ 
cluded  with  foreign  powers.-^6.T6 
introduce  an  harmony  between, 
the  different  courts  of  judicature 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom, 
and  to  prefervea  due  fubordination 
among  them.— 7.  To  take  fuch  , 
meafures  as  would  leffen  the  taxes 
and  impofts,  and  to  abolifh,  or  at 
leaft  to  confine,  all  unneceffary  and 
extravagant  expences.  — 8.  That 
juftice  and  right  be  adminiftered  to 
each  individual  fubjed,  again  ft  the 
violations  of  the  feudal  lords.— 
And,  9.  That  every  member  of  this 
diet  be  zealous  to  adopt  fuch  mea¬ 
fures  as  would  eftablifti  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  tend  to  the  fiap- 
pinefs  of  this  kingdom  in  general^ 
and  every  fubjed  in  particular. 

Some  perfons  abroad  having 
made  it  a  pradice  to  counterfeit 
Britifti  paffes,  and  thereby  give 
room  to  the  piratical  ftates  of  Bar¬ 
bary  to  complain,  that  Greac-Bri- 
tain  fereened  the  property  of  their 
enemies;  his  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  iffue  a  proclamation  of 
this  date,  requiring  all  paffes,  for¬ 
merly  granted  to  fhips  and  veffels 
trading  in  the  way  of  the  cruizers 
belonging  to  the  laid  ftates,  to  be 

returned 
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returned  into  the  office  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  of  Great-Britain^  and 
•  other  paffes  of  different  forms  to 
be  iffued. 

A  lady  and  her  fervant  riding  in 
the  Phoenix  Park,  Dublin,  were 
Hopped  by  a  man  on  foot,  very 
genteely  dreffed  in  white  cloaths^ 
and  a  gold  laced  hat.  He  de¬ 
manded  the  lady’s  money,  which 
fhe  gave  him,  amounting  to  26 
guineas  ;  when,  having  ^put  the 
cafh  into  one  of  his  pockets,  he 
took  from  the  other  a  fmall  dia¬ 
mond  hoop  ring,  which  he  pre- 
fcnted  to  the  lady,  defiring  her  to 
wear  it  for  the  fake  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  robber,  who  made  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  take  no  more  from  a 
beautiful  lady  than  he  could  make 
a  return  for  in  value.  He  then, 
with  great  agility,  vaulted  over  the 
wall,  and  difappeared. 

^  About  half  paft  ten  at 
*  night,  a  violent  hurricane, 
accompanied  with  a  vaft  torrent  of 
rain,  happened  at  Shepton-Mallet, 
and  did  confiderable  damage,  by 
filling  with  water  moft  of  the  cel¬ 
lars,  ard  fome  dwelling-houfes  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and 
fpoiling  or  carrying  off  the  furni¬ 
ture,  &c.  But  what  renders  this 
event  very  extraordinary,  is,  it  was 
followed  the  next  night  but  one, 
by  another  ftorm  nearly  as  bad, 
which  laid  the  flat  lands  adjacent 
to  the  town  all  under  water,  and 
did  befldes  very  confiderable  da¬ 
mage. 

They  have  a  cuftom  at  Rome  of 
folemnly  crowning  extraordinary 
poetical  geniuffes  in  the  capitol  ; 
nor  is  the  honour  confined  to  the 
men.  Petrarch  and  the  Chevalier 
Perfetti  were  the  lafl  Italian  poets 
who  obtained  it.  This  day  it  v^as 
conferred  on  a  young  lady  of  the 


name  of  Morelli  Fernandez,  called 
Gorilla  Olimpica  by  the  academy 
of  the  Arcades,  who  had  long 
gained  the  admiration  of  Italy  by 
her  extempore  verfes  on  any  fub- 
jedl  propofed.  After  undergoing 
the  neceffary  literary  examinations 
preceding  that  ceremony,  the  lafl 
in  the  prefence  of  more  than  twenty 
ladies  of  the  firfl:  diflinClion, 
twenty-five  foreigners  of  rank,  and 
three  hundred  perfons  of  known 
erudition,  with  the  greateft  ap- 
plaufe,  fhe  was  this  day,  at  length, 
conduced  to  the  capitol,  by  the 
Counteffes  Cardelli,  Dandini,  and 
Ginnafl  ;  when  fhe  entered,  fhe 
kneeled  to  the  confervators,  who 
were  fitting  under  a  canopy  ;  and 
after  the  ofuai  Latin  forms,  the 
Chevalier  Jean  Paul  de  Cinque 
placed  the  laurel  crown  upon  her 
head  *  after  which  the  Chevalier 
John  Baptift  Conci  regiflered  the 
aft  of  her  coronation  in  the  public 
regiflers,  under  the  difeharge  of 
100  pieces  of  cannon.  Several 
members  of  the  academy  of  the 
Arcades  read  pieces  of  their  cora- 
pofitions,  and  three  queflions  were 
propofed  to  Gorilla,  who  anfwered 
in  verfe,  with  an  eloquence  and 
vivacity  which  furprized  all  who 
were  prefen r. 

The  weather  has  been  fo  excef- 
fively  hot  this  fummp  in  Sweden, 
as  to  occafion  many  diftempers, 
and  among  them  putrid  fevers, 
which  have  carried  off  great  num¬ 
bers  of  people. 

I'he  1 2th  inflant,  the  wife  of 
Capt.  Pettington,  at  Rotherhithe, 
was  delivered  of  two  Tons  and  a 
daughter,  all,  at  their  birth,  likely 
to  live. 

Some  time  ago,  Mr.  Powell, 
of  Clearwell-hall,  Glouceflerfhire, 
married  Mifs  Elizabeth  Eafl,  being 

the 
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the  fourth  wife  he  has  married  of 
the  fame  name. 

Died,  the  2d  inftant,  Matthew 
Maty,  M.  D.  principal  librarian 
of  the  Britifh  Mureum,and  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Royal  Society ;  a  very 
learned  and  ingenious  gentleman  ; 
and  well  known,  as  fuch,  in  the 
literary  world. 

The  25th,  the  celebrated  David 
Hume,  Efq;  at  Edinburgh.  He 
had  been  ailing  a  long  time,  but 
never  complained,  nor  was  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed,  till  a  day  or  two 
before  his  death.  He  appointed 
bis  brother  his  heir  by  teftament, 
but  has  left  fome  fmaii  legacies  to 
feveral  of  his  friends,  viz.  to  a 
fervant  20I.  per  ann. ;  to  Dr,  Smith 
200I. ;  to  Dr.  Fergufon  tool,  or 
200I. ;  and  lool.  to  ered  a  mo¬ 
nument  to  his  memory,  with  an 
exprefs  prohibition  not  to  put  any 
thing  on  it  but  the  day  of  his 
birth  and  the  day  of  his  death. 
The  reader  will  £rid  fome  me¬ 
moirs  of  this  great,  however  in 
fome  refpefts  miftaken,  genius,  in 
thefecond  part  of  this  volume. 

Lately,  at  Glaftonbury,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Brookman,  w'idow,  aged  106 
years. 

Mrs.  Mary  Yates,  of  BhiiFnal, 
aged  128  years.  She  walked  to 
London  after  the  lire  in  i666, 
married  a  third  hufband  in  her 
ninety-fecond  year,  and  was  hearty 
and  ftrong  at  120. 


SEPTEMBER. 

,  The  lord -mayor,  Iherifis, 
and  city  officers,  proclaimed 
Bartholomew  fair  in  the  ufual 
manner ;  but  finally  Arbid  all  in- 
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terludes,  &c.  Accordingly,  none 
were  exhibited,  through  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  thecity-marffials  and  their 
affidants,  who  have  befides  cleared 
that  noted  fpot  of  lharpers  and 
pickpockets  on  market  days,  and 
introduced  fuch  order  among  the 
horfe  riders,  as  to  prevent  their 
trampling  on  palTengers,  w'hich 
heretofore  but  too  often  happened. 
Extrad  of  a  Letter  of  this  date  from 
Palma,  the  Capital  of  Majorca, 

“  Forty- fix  captives  who  were 
employed  to  draw  Hones  from  a 
quarry  fome  leagues  diftance  from 
Algiers,  at  a  place  named  Genova, 
refolved,  if  poffible,  to  recover 
their  liberty,  and  yeHerday  took 
advantage  of  the  idlenefs  and  in- 
attention  of  forty  men,  who  were 
■  to  guard  them,  and  who  had  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  were  ram¬ 
bling  about  the  fhore.  The  cap¬ 
tives  attacked  them  with  pickaxes 
and  other  tools,  and  made  them- 
felves  raafters  of  their  arms ;  and, 
having  killed  thirty-three  of  the 
forty,  and  eleven  of  the  thirteen 
faiiors  who  were  in  the  boat  which 
carried  the  Hones,  they  obliged 
the  reH  to  jump  into  the  iea.  Be¬ 
ing  then  mafters  of  the  boat,  and 
armed  with  tvvelve  mufquets,  two 
piHoIs,  and  powder,  &c.  they  fet 
fail,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
arrive  here  this  morning,  where 
they  are  performing  quarantine. 
Sixteen  of  them  are  Spaniards ; 
feventeen,  French  ;  eight,  Portu- 
gueze  ;  three,  Italians ;  one,  a  Ger¬ 
man  ;  and  one,  a  Sardinian.” 

About  tv/o  o’clock  in  the  , 
morning,  the  moH  dreadful  ^ 
fire  that  everhappenedat  St.  Kitt’s, 
began  in  one  of  the  back  rooms  of 
John  Gardner,  Efq;  in  what  is 
called  the  PaHure,  in  the  town  of 
BafTeterre,  which  forwantof  timely 
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aiDftance  at  firft,  fpread  with  uncon¬ 
querable  fury,  conflagration  fuc- 
ceeding  conflagration,  till  the  mofl: 
valuable  part  of  the  town  was  re¬ 
duced  to  afhes — fo  reduced,  that 
not  a  flick  of  timber  remained  un- 
confumed.  This  fire  was  fuc- 
ceeded,  the  next  day,  by  a  hurri¬ 
cane,  attended  with  a  deluge  of 
rain,  which  did  nearly  as  much 
damage  to  the  ifland  as  the  fire  did 
to  the  town.  The  damage  to  the 
ihipping  was  likewife  immenfe. 
Seven  (hips  put  out  to  fea  5  three 
foundered ;  two  more  drove  on 
fhore  ;  and  only  one  rode  out  the 
gale.  This  terrible  hurricane  was 
equally  felt  at  Antigua,  Montfer- 
rat,  St.  Kitt’s,  Martinico,  Guada- 
loupe,  and  Marigallante  ;  but,  in 
the  firfl  of  thefe  iflands,  the  rain 
providentially  did  as  much  good, 
as  the  wind  had  done  harm. 

The  lord-mayor  of  Lon¬ 
don  was  robbed  nearTurn- 
ham-Green,  in  his  chaife  and  four, 
in  fight  of  all  his  retinue,  by  a 
fingle  highwayman,  who  fwore  he 
would  fhoot  the  firfl  man  that 
made  refiflance,  or  offered  vio¬ 
lence. 

At  the  fair  held  in  Briflol  this 
week,  there  was  as  great  a  demand 
for  the  articles  in  the  cloathing 
trade,  as  had  been  known  for  fome 
years  pafl,  efpecially  thofe  of  a 
coarfer  fort,  of  which  there  was 
not  a  fulficient  fupply  brought  to 
town.  It  was  univerially  a'cknow- 
ledged  by  the  clothiers  from  the 
various  parts  of  the  country,  that 
they  had  a  fale  for  whatever  goods 
they  could  make;  but  they  grie- 
voufly  complained  of  the  exorbitant 
price  of  wool. 

A  Ruffian  houfe  of  trade,  with  a 
capital  enabling  them  to  ferve  their 
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friends  agreeably  to  their  wifhes, 
andletthem  partake  of  great  advan¬ 
tages,  independent  of  the  houfe’s 
tranfadfing  the  affairs  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  government,  has  been  lately 
opened  at  Conflantinople,  under 
the  immediate  proteftion  of  the 
emprefsi  in  order  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  all  the  ceffions  made  to  her 
imperial  majefly  by  the  lart  treaty  of 
peace  between  her  and  the  Porte, 
A  fyflem  of  toleration  lately 
adopted  by  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
has  proved  an  amazing  fource  of 
population  in  her  dominions.  It 
is  computed  that  twelve  foreign 
colonies  have  fettled  upon  the 
Wolga,  which  all  together  make 
6091  families  of  different  religions. 
A  fimilar  fyflem,  we  have  feen,  had 
been  lately  adopted  by  the  emprefs 
queen,  with  proportionable  good 
effedls. 

Arrived  in  the  river,  the  Queen. 
Eaft-Indiaman  ;  which,  though  fhe 
had  been  out  twenty  months,  had 
lofl  but  one  man.  [For  the  me¬ 
thods  of  preferving  the  health  of 
feamen,  &c.  in  long  voyages,  pleafe 
to  turn  to  our  fecond  part.] 

About  eleven  in  the  , 
morning,  as  Jofeph  Wright,  * 

a  pilot,  Jofeph  Totry,  and  — — — 
Melville,  were  failing  in  a  boat 
oppofite  Dawpool,  in  the^port  of 
Chefler,  about  a  mile  from  fhore,  a 
violent  florm  arofe,  which  over- 
fet  the  boat.  Wright  got  upon  an 
oar,  and  flripped  himfelf,  by  which 
he  reached  the  fhore,  after  fwim- 
ming  about  an  hour  and  three 
quarters.  How,  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
he  was  able  to  difengage  himfelf 
from  his  wet  cloaths,  is  a  matter 
of  furprize,  but  an  undoubted  fadl. 
He  was  fo  weak  when  he  reached 
the  fliore,  that  he  could  give  no 
[fl/]  account 
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account  of  the  matter.  The  other 
two,  although  they  were  excellent 
fwimmers,  being  unable,  through 
the  violence  of  the  current,  to 
make  land,  were  unfortunately 
drowned.  Wright  heard  Melville 
jlhriek  for  affiftance  near  an  hour, 
which  his  father,  who  was  a  fpec- 
tator  of  his  dreadful  fituation,  was 
unable  to  afford  him.  We  infert 
this  as  a  proof  of  the  great  advan¬ 
tage  which  may  be  expeded,  in 
fuch  terrible  fituations,  from  the 
affiftance  of  light  bodies. 

The  runner  to  a  fet  of  (harpers, 
who  had,  for  the  purpofe  of  de¬ 
frauding  honed  tradefmen  of  their 
property,  under  fpecious  pretences, 
hired  a  great  houfe  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  at  the  rent  of  500  1.  a  year, 
was  convidled  at  the  feffions  at 
Wedminder,  and  fentenced  to  three 
years  hard  labour  on  the  Thames. 
The  red  of  the  gang  were  lucky 
enough  to  efcape  for  the  pre¬ 
fen  t.* 

A  fodden  fire  broke  out 
*  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  at 
the  Goat  alehoufe,  in  Shire-iane, 
and  burnt  fo  furiouily,  that  the 
midrefs  of  the  houA,  who  was  jud 
ready  to  lie  in,  attempted  to  lave 
herfelf  by  getting  out  of  the  one- 
pair  of  dairs  window,  but  fell 
upon  the  dones  in  the  lane,  and 
was  miferably  bruifed.  A  Mr.  Tu¬ 
dor,  who  lodged  in  the  houfe,  be¬ 
ing  deaf,  could  not  be  waked  till 
the  dair-cafe  was  on  fire  ;  when,  it 
is  fuppofed,  being  involved  in  the 
fmoke,  and  not  knowing  which  way 
to  turn,  he  perifbed  in  the  dames. 
The  red  of  the  inhabitants  were 
happy  enough  to  efcape  over  the 
tops  of  the  neighbouring  honfes. 
A  great  many  other  houfes  were 
damaged ;  ^id,  confidering  the 
dofenef^  of  that  fieighbouriidod.  It 
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is  very  furprifing  that  the  confla¬ 
gration  was  fo  foon  got  under. 

A  few  days  fince,  as  two  ^ 
gentlemen,  who  live  on  the  ^ 
road  between  Dublin  and  Mill- 
town,  a  village  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  that  capital,  were  return¬ 
ing  home,  they  were  accoded  by  a 
genteel  man,  gravely  dreifed,  re- 
fembling  a  clergyman,  who  begged 
they  would  dep  with  him  into  an, 
adjacent  public-houfe,  as  he  had 
fomething  of  moment  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  them.  This  being  complied 
with,  he  aficed  one  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  whether  he  was  ever  pofTefled 
of  a  gold  watch;  and  being  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  then 
enquired  whether  he  could  recollefl 
the  maker  and  number;  the  gen¬ 
tleman  replied,  that  a  fpace  of  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty-two  years  had  in¬ 
tervened  fince  he  was  robbed  of  his 
watch  and  fome  cafh  by  five  men, 
and  could  not  poffibly  know  it 
again  ;  but  the  other  faying  he  re¬ 
membered  its  condru6lion,  the 
dranger  produced  the  watch,  which 
proved  to  be  the  fame  the  gentle¬ 
man  had  been  robbed  of,  and  alfo 
25  guineas,  the  fum  taken  from 
him.  The  owner  of  the  watch 
then  afked  the  redorer  of  it  how 
he  came  by  thefe  articles,  as  they 
were  confident  he  only  a6led  in  an 
official  capacity  :  he  defired  to  be 
excufed  giving  a  dire6l  anfwer ; 
but  added,  that  three  of  the  men 
who  robbed  him  were  now  in  opu¬ 
lent  circumftances,  and  the  other 
two  had  died  fince.  Happy  are 
they,  faid  he,  who,  having  the 
misfortune  in  their  younger  days 
to  defpoil  their  neighbour  unjudly 
of  liis  property,  make  ample  redi- 
tution  in  their  riper  years;  this 
fhews  their  principles  are  not  en¬ 
tirely  vitiated,  and  that  their  re¬ 
pentance 
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pentance  Is  fincere;  but  thrice  city,  after  a  flight  ikirmifli  with 
happy  they  who  have  no  need  of  the  rear  of  the  provincial  army, 
this  repentance.  with  the  lofs  of  fix  or  eight  men 

This  night,  being  the  eve  of  a  killed  and  wounded, 

Sunday,  on  which  a  general  com-  A  fire  broke  out  at  the  corner 
munion  was  to  be  at  the  cathedral  of  Rood-lane,  in  Fenchurch-flreet, 
church  of  Zurich,  in  Switzerland,  which  burnt  three  houfes  in  front, 
called  Munfler  Ki/k  ;  and  many  and  damaged  feveral  others.  Two 
thoufands  were  expelled  there  to  men  were  killed,  and  one  mifera- 
partake  of  it;  the  wine  was  pre-  bly  bruifed,  on  the  occafion. 


pared  and  brought  to  the  church, 
to  be  ready  againfl;  morning; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  an  in¬ 
carnate  devil  dared  to  lay  hands 
on  the  fanftuary  of  the  Lord,  and 
poifoned  all  the  wine.  In  the 


i6th. 


This  morning,  a  high¬ 
wayman  was  fliot  dead  on 
Finchley-Comraon,  in  attempting 
to  rob  the  Derby  machine. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  three 
choirs  at  Worcefler,  the  colledfioa 


morning,  when  the  facrament  was  amounted  to  506  1. 


adminiftered,  there  was  a  horrid 
confufion  ;  feveral  fainted 'away  on 
the  fpot ;  feveral  vomited  ;  feveral 
were  taken  with  a  violent  cholic  ; 
and,  in  fhort,  the  whole  city  was 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  confter- 


17th. 


The  feflions  ended  at  the 
Old- Bailey,  when  eleven 
convidls  received  fentence  of  death, 
viz.  one  for  coining;  four  for 
houfe-breaking,  one  of  them  while 
the  family  of  the  houfe  was  in  the 


nation.  Upon  this,  an  experiment  country;  two  women  for  Ihop- 
was  tried,  and  the  poifon  difco-  lifting ;  one  for  horfe-ftealing,  of 
vered.  About  eight  had  died  of  which  he  made  a  praflice,  in  order 
the  poifon  when  this  account  came  to  kill  them,  and  boil  their  flefli, 
away;  and  had  not  the  bad  tafle  &c. ;  one  for  ftreet-robbery  ;  one 
of  the  wine  given  early  notice  of  for  forgery;  and  one  for  return- 
the  intended  mifchief,  many  more  ing  from  tranfiortation ;  thirty- 
mufl  have  periflied  :  flill  fome  hun-  four  were  ordered  to  hard  labour 
dreds  were  dangeroufly  ill.  After  for  three  years  on  the  river  Thames, 
a  ftrifl  examination,  it  was  difco-  among  whom  were  nineteen  capital 
vered,  that  one  Wirtz,  a  grave-  convids,  who  had  received  his 
digger,  was  the  perpetrator  of  this  Majelly’s  pardon  on  that  condition  ; 
diabolical  deed,  with  a  view  to 
promote  his  bufinefs,  which  had 
been  flack  for  fome  time.  The 
villain  was  immediately  appre¬ 
hended  ;  but  what  is  become  of 
him,  we  have  not  as  yet  learned. 

J5th. 


five  were  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 
houfe  of  corrediion  ;  tw^elve  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate  for  diffe¬ 
rent  terms;  three  to  be  branded  in 
the  hand;  fourteen  to  be  whipped; 
and  forty-eight  were  difeharged  by 
The  King’s  troop’s,  un-  proclamation, 
der  General  Howe,  landed  At  this  feflions  a  gentleman  was 
at  Kepps-bay,  in  order  to  attack  tried  for  perjury,  in  polling  twice 
New-York;  but,  on  their  ap-  for  Mr.  Wilkes  at  the  late  eledion 
proach,  found  the  city  abandoned,  for  chamberlain  ;  but  it  appearing 
and  the  Provincials  fled;  upon  that  what  he  did  was  the  effed  of 
which  they  took  poffeflion  of  the  an  habitual  intoxication,  or  rather 
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permanent  ftupidity  thereby  pro¬ 
duced,  he  was  acquitted.  At  this 
feflions  were  likewife  convided  two 
more  of  the  fdlows  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  the  cuftom-houfe 
officer  (fee  May  25  th)  and  executed 
the  i6th.  At  the  place  of  exe¬ 
cution,  they  owned  being  of  the 
company,  but  denied  having  any 
hand  in  the  murder  ;  and  behaved 
with  great  coropofure  of  mind, 
Moft  of  the  other  criminals  were 
pardoned  ;  fome  of  them,  on  con¬ 
dition  of  working  on  the  Thames ; 
and  the  red:  were  executed  fome 
weeks  after. 

1  Lord  Howe,  and  Gene- 
^  *  ral  Howe,  caufed  a  decla¬ 

ration  to  be  circulated,  promifing, 
in  his  Majedy’s  name,  a  revilion 
of  all  fach  inftrudions  as  might 
be  coaftrued  to  lay  an  improper 
redraint  on  the  freedom  of  iegifla- 
tion  in  the  colonies;  and  alfo  to 
concur  in  the  revifal  of  fuch  a£is 
as  they  might  think  themfelves  ag¬ 
grieved  by,  &c.  And  foon  after 
the  iffuine  of  this  declaration,  the 
people  flocked  in  great  numbers  to 
his  head-quarters,  and  made  their 
fubmidion. 

The  greateft  and  fined; 
part  of  the  hand  fome  town 
of  Gefie,  the  capital  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Geftricia,  in  Sweden,  was 
burnt  to  alhes. 

A  perfeft  rainbow  was  feen  at 
Lower-Halfton,  in  Kent,  about 
nine  at  night. 

j  Beiween  this  and  the 
*  next  day,  at  midnight,  a 
mod:  horrid  attempt  was  made  by 
a  number  of  wretches  to  burn 
the  town  of  New-York,  in  which 
they  fucceeded  fo  well,  having 
fet  it  on  fire  in  feveral  places 
with  matches  and  combuftibles 
that  had  been  prepared  with  great 
art  and  ingenuity,  that  about  one 


quarter  of  the  town  was  con- 
fumed ;  and  the  reft  mult  have 
fuffered  the  fame  fate,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  exertions  of  Major- 
General  Robertfon,  the  officers  un¬ 
der  his  command  in  the  town,  and 
the  brigade  of  guards  detached 
from  the  camp. 

A  few  days  ago  Capt.  Don  Da- 
val,  a  young  and  gallant  fea-officer 
in  the  Spanifli  fervice,  in  a  frigate 
of  34  guns,  in  company  with  ano¬ 
ther  Spanifh  frigate  of  z8  guns, 
fell  in,  near  Tetuan,  with  four 
Moorifh  zebecs,  when  a  bloody 
fcene  was  exhibited.  The  barba¬ 
rians  boarded  the  Spaniards  nine 
times,  and,  although  fuperior,  al- 
moft  three  to  one  in  number,  were 
every  time  rep u] fed  with  great  lofs. 
At  length,  after  an  engagement  of 
fix  hours,  the  Moors  were  obliged 
to  ftrike  to  the  Spanifh  flag.  The 
lofs  of  the  barbarians,  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  upwards  of  260; 
and  that  of  the  Spaniards,  38  fea- 
men  and  3  officers  killed,  and  90 
men  and  officers  wounded  ;  amongft 
the  latter  was  Capt.  Daval. 

Lord  North,  in  taking 
an  airing  in  Bufhy-Park, 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  flung  from, 
bis  horfe,  and  break  one  of  his 
arms,  which  put  a  flop  to  fome 
very  material  parliamentary  bufl- 
nefs  till  he  recovered.  In  the  mean, 
time,  his  Majefty  did  his  Lordfhip 
the  honour  to  fend  daily  So  enquire 
after  his  health  ;  and  even  fre¬ 
quently  to  go  in  perfon  to  fee  him, 
but  without  ever  fpeaking  of  bu- 
flnefs  to  him,  left  any  application, 
of  mind  fhould  retard  his  cure. 

The  Aldermen  Piumbe 
and  Thomas  v/ere  chofen 
fheriffs  ;  and  Alderman  Halifax 
lord  mavor,  f  r  the  year  enfuing. 

The  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel 
has  returned  tiie  contribution  which 

hifi 


CHRONICLE. 


liis  fubjefls  had  paid  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  chefl:,  and  declared  that  he 
would  do  fo  as  long  as  the  Heffian 
troops  continued  in  the  Britilh  fer^ 
vice  ;  and  the  hereditary  prince, 
his  Ton,  willing  to  follow  fo  good 
an  example,  publifhed  an  ordon- 
nance,  by  which  he  declared,  that 
all  the  parents  of  foldiers,  and  the 
foldiers  themfelves,  of  the  regiment 
of  Helfe-Hanau,  (the  territory  fet¬ 
tled  on  his  eledoral  highnefs,  as 
an  eftablifliment  during  his  father’s 
life)  gone  to  America,  fliall  be 
free  from  any  duty,  either  in  mo¬ 
ney  or  produdl,  upon  any  land  they 
may  polTefs  in  that  landgraviate, 
from  the  day  that  regiment  fet  out 
till  its  return.  Moreover,  by  the 
indulgence  of  fhe  court  of  London, 
all  the  letters  written  by  the  officers 
or  foldiers  of  the  German  troops 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  Great- 
Britain,  in  North  America,  to 
their  friends  in  Europe,  and  to 
them  from  fuch  their  friends,  a,re 
to  be  exempted  from  portage. 

,  General  Howe  iffued  a 
^  *  proclamation,  promifng  a 

full  pardon  to  all  deferters  from  the 
Britilh  troops  in  America,  who 
fhould  furrender  themfelves  on  or 
before  the  3irt  of  the  next  month: 
and,  towards  the  end  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  upwards  of  forty  of  thofe  who 
had  furrendered  in  confequence  of 
the  faid  proclamation,  arrived  in 
London,  in  their  way  to  the  coart 
of  Africa,  to  make  part  of  the 
corps  lately  Colonel  O’Hara’s  on 
that  rtation. 

The  French  king  has  jurt  re¬ 
ceived  the  colledion  of  ancient  me¬ 
dals,  which  the  Sieur  Pellerin  had 
been  fo.  many  years  making  for 
his  majerty,  whofe  cabinet  before 
this  acquifttion  was  celebrated 
throughout  Europe,  but  now  may 


fi8t 

very  truly  be  faid  to  be  the  richert 
and  mort  ufeful  ;  efpecially  for  the 
affiftance  it  may  lend  by  throwing 
new  lights  on  ancient  hiftory. 

Died,  the  yth  inftant,  Eric 
Gurtavus  Queckford,  Knight  of  the 
Sword,  and  a  lieutenant-general  in 
the  Syvedilh  fervice,  aged  88. 
was  the  lart  furviving  officer  who 
attended  Charles  XII,  at  Bender, 

Mrs.  Kennedy,  in  the  iiotfi 
year  of  her  age,  at  Dumfries,  in 
Scotland. 

The  17th,  Capt.  Thomas  Forbes 
of  the  royal  navy,  aged  icrz,  at 
Harwich. 

Theaad,  Monfieur Lewis  Cham- 
baud,  author  of  feveral  ufeful  worlds 
in  French  and  Englifh  ;  particu¬ 
larly  a  French  Di^fionary  in  folio. 

Mafter  Chivers,  of  Rotherhithe, 
of  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  He 
had  drank  the  fait  water;  been 
bathed  in  it;  returned  feemingly 
well ;  and  continued  fo  for  more 
than  a  month;  but,  on  the  17th 
inftant,  he  was  feized  with  the 
hydrophobia,  for  which  no  cure 
could  be  had. 

William  Dale,  aged  loi,  at 
Aurtry  in  Warwickfhire. 

The  27th,  Francis  Marffi,  Efq; 
at  Lambeth,  aged  84  years.  At 
the  age  of  60  he  had  his  coffin 
made,  and,  kept  it  by  him  ever 
fince. 

The  29th,  Alderman  Ogden,  of 
Leicerter,  aged  96. 

Lately,  at  Chicherter^  Mr. 
George  Smith,  landfcape-paihter, 
and  furviving  brother  of  three, 
who  all  cultivated  that  enchanting 
art.  He  gained  the  premiums  given 
by  the  fogiety  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  arts,  in  1760,  1761, 
and  176.3. 

Mr.  Robert  Weft,  father  of  Mr. 
Weft,  hiftorical  painter.  He  w'as 
[M]  3  bora 


i8a]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1776, 


born  at  Long-Crandon,  Bucks,  in 
1690;  went  in  1715  toPenTylvania, 
where  he  had  three  brothere  fettled, 
who  wentthere  with  WilliamPenn  ; 
married  and  raifed  a  family  of  ten 
children  in  that  province;  and 
came  over  in  1764  to  vifit  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  and  fee  his  fon, 
where  he  has  continued  ever  iince. 
He  was  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  univerfally  efteemed. 

Jofiah  Van  Rochle,  Efq  ;  who 
had  made  nine  voyages  to  the  Eail 
Indies. 

At  Chelfea,  Edward  Northorpe, 
Efq  ;  worth  40,000!.  of  which  he 
has  left  5000I.  to  portion  ten  mai¬ 
dens,  in  the  choice  of  his  execu¬ 
tors. 

In  Spitalfields,  Mr.  James  Point- 
houfe,  who  ferved  with  King 
George  I.  in  the  allied  army,  pre¬ 
vious  to  that  Monarch’s  fwaying 
the  Britiih  fceptre. 

At  Greenwich,  Thomas  Ran¬ 
dall,  aged  near  100,  who  was 
cabbin-boy  on  board  Admiral  Ruf- 
fePs  fliip,  in  the  famous  battle 
with  the  French,  under  Tonrviile, 
in  1692,  and  continued  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country  from  that  time 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  war. 

Mr.  Buck,  aged  105,  at  Dublin. 

Near  Nancy,  in  Lorrain,  M. 
Eancellot  Chambellan,  in  his  109th 
year  ;  a  few  days  before  his  death, 
he  walked  upwards  of  ten  miles. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Clarke,  aged  112, 
at  Wedorp,  m  Nottinghamlhire. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Mendes  F ariado, 
aged  109. 

SUMMER  ASSIZES. 

At  Dorcheder,  one  was  capitally 
convifted,  but  afterwards  reprieved. 
At  thefe  afiizes,  Mr.  Sykes,  the 
late  member  for  Shafteibury,  was 
convifled  of  bribery,  and  Mr.  Mor¬ 
timer,  the  prefent  member,  reco¬ 


vered  penalties  to  the  amount  oi 
1 1,000  1.  This  is  the  mod  deci- 
five  caufe  ever  yet  determined  in 
favour  of  the  landed  intered. 

The  following  point  of  law  was 
argued  at  the  faid  alfizes  :  Whe¬ 
ther  the  fetting  out  of  grafs  in 
cocks,  from  the  fwath,  without  ted¬ 
ding,  was  or  was  not  a  good  fetting 
out  of  tythes  ?”  After  a  full  hear¬ 
ing,  the  quedion  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative,  and  a  verdifl 
given  againd  the  reflor  for  not 
taking  his  tythe  away. 

At  Cambridge,  one  was  capitally 
conviUed  of  horfe-dealing,  but  af¬ 
terwards  reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  two  were  capitally 
convifled,  but  reprieved. 

At  Nottingham,  one,  but  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Buckingham,  one  for  murder. 

At  Litchfield,  one,  for  forgery. 

At  Horfham,  for  the  county  of 
Suffex,  an  old  woman,  aged  74, 
was  found  guilty  of  murdering  her 
hufband,  a  butcher,  at  Brightling, 
in  that  county,  and  fentenced  to 
be  burnt.  She  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  be  infane;  but  from  the 
clear,  artful  anfwers  Ihe  gave,  and 
the  defence  fhe  made.  Lord  Manf- 
field  was  dearly  of  a  contrary  opi¬ 
nion. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Devon,  three  were  capitally  con- 
vicled. 

At  Guildford,  eleven  ;  fix  of 
whom,  viz.  four  women  for  a  rob¬ 
bery,  and  two  horfe- dealers,  were 
afterwards  reprieved  ;  the  other  five 
were  executed. 

At  Durham,  two,  one  of  whom, 
for  a  burglary,  was  executed. 

At  Newcadle,  two,  one  of  whom, 
for  dealing  two  bank  notes  out  of 
a  letter,  was  executed. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  four,  one  of 
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whom,  for  a  highway  robbery,  was 
executed. 

At  Bridgewater,  one. 

At  Bodmin,  one,  who  was  af¬ 
terwards  reprieved. 

At  Britlol,  only  one  caufe,  of  a 
very  trifling  nature,  was  tried. 

At  York,  two  were  capitally 
convicted,  but  reprieved.  In  the 
trial  of  oneof  them,  John  Sutclilf, 
for  the  murder  of  his  wife  and 
child,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Atkingfon  de- 
pofed,  the  reafon  SutclilF  gave  for 
murdering  his  wife,  was,  that,  as 
fhe  was  in  a  miferable  fituation, 
he  thought  it  was  proper  to  put  her 
out  of  mifery.  When  afleed,  v/hy 
he  murdered  his  child,  being  in 
no  mifery  ?  he  faid,  he  gave  it  in 
facriflee  to  God,  in  return  for  fome 
bleflings  he  had  received  a  few 
days  before.  The  jury  brought  in 
their  verdiffc  infane. 

At  Maidilone,  four  were  capi¬ 
tally  convicted,  two  of  whom  were 
reprieved,  but  the  others  for  mur¬ 
der  were  executed. 

At  Shrewlbury,  one,  but  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Salifbury  affize,  Mary  Bower 
\vas  charged,  on  the  oath  of  her 
filter,  with  taking  from  her  bank 
notes  to  the  amount  of  990I.  It 
appeared  to  be  a  family  affair. 

At  Norwich,  two  were  'capitally 
convided. 

At  the  aflizes  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  five  ;  but  all  reprieved. 

At  Bury,  two  were  convided, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Gloucelter,  one. 

At  Carlifle,  one  ;  but  reprieved. 
At  the  above  aflizes  was  tried,  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Juftice  Alhurlt,  the  long- 
depending  caufe  between  Sir  James 
Lowther,  Bart,  plaintiff,  and  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  de¬ 
fendant,  relative  to  the  foccage 
lands  of  Inglefwood  forefl:  ;  w  hen 


a  verdid  was  given  for  the  defen¬ 
dant. 

At  Lincoln,  three  were  capitally 
convided,  but  reprieved. 

At  Appleby,  one  ;  but  reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford,  ten  ;  eight  of 
whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Oxford,  two  brothers,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Abingdon,  three,  and  re¬ 
prieved,.  ' 

At  Northampton,  one,  for  mur¬ 
der  ;  and  another  for  a  burglary, 
but  were  both  reprieved  ;  and  the 
jurors  verdid  on  the  former  re-  ' 
ferred  to  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges. 

At  Worcefler,two,  but  reprieved. 

At  Brecon  aflizes,  one,  for  wil¬ 
fully  and  premeditately  firing  a 
loaded  piftol  at  an^  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance,  in  a  fit  of  jealoufy,  on 
account  of  a  young  woman  whom 
they  both  courted,  and  dangeroully 
wounding  him  in  the  hip. 

At  Lancafter,  two,  of  burglary, 
but  both  reprieved. 

At  Cheller,  four,  and  all  exe¬ 
cuted. 

The  aflizes  at  Bedford,  War¬ 
wick,  Coventry,  Saiilbury,  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  Cowbridge,  and  Win- 
cheffer,  proved  maiden. 

At  the  lafl;  of  the  above  aflizes, 
an  adion  was  brought  by  farmer 
Mafkall,  plaintiff,  againft  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  farmer,  defendant,  for  de¬ 
bauching  one  of  his  daughters, 
under  thecommon  pretenceof  mar¬ 
riage.  Many  learned  arguments 
were  ufed  by  the  plain tift^s  coqn- 
fel,  in  relation  to  the  nature,  cri¬ 
minality,  and  confequence  of  the 
offence  ;  and  the  evidence  being 
impartially  fummed  up  by  the 
learned  judge,  the  jury,  without 
hefitation,  found  a  verdid  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  250I.  damages,  and 
all  cofts. 
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OCTOBER. 

,  Was  tried  at  Guildhall, 
before  the  Recorder,  in  the 
Mayor’s  court,  an  adlion  brought 
againft  a  lottery-office-keeper,  to 
recover  the  chances  ariling  upon 
the  infurance  of  lottery  tickets, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  99I.  Af¬ 
ter  much  inveftigation,  and  argu- 
ment  of  the  counfel  on  both  tides, 
a  verdi(^t  was  given  for  the  defend¬ 
ant,  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Judge,  who  held,  that,  though 
there  appeared,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  evidence,  an  acknowledgment, 
of  the  debt ;  yet,  as  the  contradl 
was  illegal,  and  in  violation  of 
the  Qaming  Aft,  the  plaintiff  had 
HQ  repaedy  againft  the  defendant. 
The  courts  of  law,  he  faid,  had 
been  fo  ftrift  for  the  fupprelTicn  of 
that  fpecies  of  traffick,  fo  highly 
detrimental  to  commerce,  that  he 
remembered  an  inftance,  wherein 
the  money  paid  for  infurance  was 
returned. 

,  The  delegates  of  the  fe- 
*  veral  North-American  co¬ 
lonies  and  provinces,  to  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs,  not  excepting 
thofe  of  New-York,  though  aftu- 
ally  in  the  King’s  hands,  figned 
articles  of  confederation  and  per¬ 
petual  union ;  which  the  reader  will 
hnd  among  our  State  Papers: 

A  caufe  was  tried  in  the  county 
court  of  Corke,  in  Ireland,  before 
Mr.  Juftice  Henn,  between  Mr. 
Godfreid  Gerard  Fehrman,  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  Mr.  William  Falkner, 
Surveyorof  Robert’s  Pove,  Charles 
M‘Carthy  and  Samuel  Philips, 
revenue-boatmen, defendants.  The 
aftion  was  brought  for  unlawfully 
detaining  atKinlale,  laft  January, 
M  rs.  Fehrman,  the  plaintiff’s  wife, 
three  hours,  under  pretence  of  her 
having  fome  India  goods  about 


her,  fhe  refuftng  to  admit  herfelf 
to  be  fearched  ;  and,  after  a  full 
hearing,  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdift  for  the  plaintiff  of  fixty 
guineas  damages,  and  full  cofts  of 
luit.  Mr.  Fehrman,  laft  fummer 
affixes,  obtained  a  verdift  for  fixty 
pounds,  from  another  revenue- 
officer,  for  unlawfully  entering  his 
cellar,  under  pretence  of  his  ha¬ 
ving  unlicenfed  beer  in  it. 

By  letters  from  Liverpool,  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater  had  already 
cleared,  in  one  year,  950I,  by 
carrying  paffengers  betwixt  Run¬ 
corn  and  Manchefter;  and  12,500!. 
by  carrying  goods  betwixt  Man¬ 
chefter  and  Liverpool ;  all  which 
the  public  muft  allow  his  Grace 
richly  deferves,  when  they  are  af- 
fared  that  his  inland  navigation 
has  already  coft  him  220, cool. 

The  ceremony  of  mar-  , 
riage  between  His  Imperial  ^  * 

Highnefs,  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Ruffia,  and  the  Princefs  of  Wir- 
temberg  Stutgard,  was  performed, 
with  great  popip,  at  Peterfburgh, 
by  Her  Imperial  Majefty’s  con- 
feffor ;  but  not  till  the  Princefs 
had  been  folemnly  baptized  into 
the  Greek  church,  by  the  name  of 
Maria  P'efdorowna. 

The  collegiate  church  of  . 
St.  Peter,  Weftminlier,  was  * 

opened  for  divine  fervice,  after 
having  been  long  (hut  up,  to  ereft: 
a  new  choir,  and  make  feveral 
other  neceffary  repairs,  of  which 
the  following  Ihort  defcription  of 
that  moft  venerable  part  of  the 
building,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  will 
give  the  bell  idea.  Upon  entering 
the  front  gate  of  the  choir,  you 
afcend  three  fteps,  the  marble 
pavement,  or  floor,  having  been 
raifed  upwards  of  two  feet.  The 
feats  belonging  to  the  Dean  and 
Sub-Dean  are  brought  feveral  fpQt 
I  forward; 
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forward,  in  order  that  thofe  who 
fill  them  may  hear  the  preacher 
without  being  obliged  to  leave 
their  places,  as  was  the  cafe  before 
this  alteration  took  place.  The 
picture  of  Richard  the  Second  is 
removed  from  the  place  in  which 
it  was  hung,  into  the  Chapter- 
houfe,  and  the  pulpit  is  placed  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  choir.  The 
flails  for  the  clergy  and  finging 
men  are  not  materially  altered, 
but  the  places  appointed  for  the 
gentlemen  of  Weftminfler  fchool, 
though  plain  and  near,  are  better 
conftrufted  than  the  old  ones. 

V  This  day  and  the  13th, 

‘  a  fleet  fitted  out  by  the  Pro¬ 
vincials  on  Lake  Chaplain  was 
entirely  defeated,  two  of  their 
vefTels  taken,  and  ten  burnt  or  de- 
flroyed,  by  another  fleet  partlybuilt 
and  rebuilt  there,  and  partly  car¬ 
ried  there  fome  miles  over  land. 
The  provincials,  on  the  news  of 
their  fleet  being  defeated,  quitted 
Crown-Point,  having  firll  fet  fire 
to  all  the  houfes  and  buildings 
within  it,  and  returned  to  I'icon- 
deroga 

A  few  days  ago,  as  Major  Bal¬ 
four,  of  the  firll  or  roval  Scots  re¬ 
giment,  and  his  brother,  were  out 
a  Ihooting,  near  Fort  George,  in 
Scotland,  the  Major,  having  fired 
his  piece  at  fome  birds,  ciefired 
his  brother  to  fire  alfo,  when,  un¬ 
fortunately,  as  he  was  preparing 
to  do  fo,  the  Major  llept  forward 
before  the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  re¬ 
ceived  the  charge  in  his  head,  and 
expired  a  few  hours  after.  The 
Major  was  univerfally  elleemeti. 
No  words  can  exprefs  the  agony  of 
his  brother  upon  this  melancholy 
cataltrophe. 

Thirty-two  convidls,  who  had 
lain  fix  months  on  board  a  tranf- 
port  in  Limehoufe-hole,  without 


knowing  where  they  were  to  be 
taken,  fome  days  ago  found 
means  to  put  an  end  to  a  Hate  of 
uncertainty,  too  bad  in  a  manner 
for  moll  crimes,  by  making  their 
efcape. 

The  Pope,  though  a  great  friend 
to  the  Ex- Jefuits,  hasbeen  obliged, 
notwithftanding,  to  banilh  them 
his  capital,  on  pain  of  having  the 
Spanilh  ones  left  on  his  hands  by 
the  floppage  of  their  penlion  from 
the  court  of  Madrid. 

An  ancient  pieceof  paint- 
ing,  by  Holbein,  repre- 
fenting  an  interview  between  King 
Henry  VUL  and  Francis  1.  of 
France,  at  Guines,  near  Ardres, 
and  containing  upwards  of  four 
thoufand  faces,  which  had  been 
hitherto  kept  in  the  private  apart¬ 
ments  in  Windfor  Caltle,  was,  by 
their  Majefties  command,  placed 
for  public  infpedlion  in  the  Royal 
Picture  Gallery  ;  as  was  likewife 
another  ancient  pidlure,  a  fea- 
^piece,  reprefenting  the  return  of 
Henry  VI  II.  and  his  nobility,  from 
the  laid  interview.  The  reader 
will  find  an  account  of  the  firll  of 
thele  pidures  in  our  lad  volume. 

In  confequence  of  two  ^  , 
declarations  lately  iffued  by  ^  ^ 
Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe, 
one,  on  the  14th  of  July,  purport¬ 
ing,  that  his  Majeity  was  defirous 
to  deliver  his  American  fubjecls 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  and 
other  opprelTions  ;  and  to  reftore 
the  colonies  to  his  protedion  and 
peace  :  the  other,  on  the  19th  ult, 
the  purport  of  which  the  reader 
may  fee  againd  that  date ;  up¬ 
wards  of  nine  hundred  perfons, 
of  refpedable  charaders,  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  prefen  ted  their  Ex¬ 
cellencies  with  an  addrefs,  in 
which,  after  the  warmed  expref- 
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fions  of  duty,  affeftion,  and  gra¬ 
titude  for  his  Majefty,  and  fome 
compliments  to  their  Excellencies, 
they  exprefs  their  hopes,  that  the 
fufFerings  of  their  abfent  fellow- 
citizens,  many  of  whom  had  been 
driven  away  by  the  calamities  of 
vi^ar,  and  the  fpirit  of  perfecution 
^vhich  lately  prevailed  there;  or  fent 
to  New-Engiand,  and  other  diftant 
parts ;  will  plead  in  their  behalf, 
and  engage  their  Excellencies,  on 
thefe  their  dutiful  reprefentations, 
to  reftore  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York  to  his  Majeily^s  pro- 
teflion  and  peace.  Accordingly, 
foon  after.  Governor  Tryon  was 
re-eilabliflied  in  his  government, 
and  the  feveral  courts  re-opened  for 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

His  mofl:  faithful  Majeky  has 
lately  publiOied  a  general  pardon 
to  all  his  fubjecls  who  had  fled 
their  country  for  different  crimes, 
on  condition  of  their  ferving  five 
years  in  the  army. 

Between  eight  and  nine  at  night, 
the  General  Wolf  Packet  was  run 
down,  between  Liverpoole  and 
Dublin,  by  the  H  awke  tender, 
then  going  at  the  rate  of  fix  knots 
(miles)  an  hour  ;  and  out  of  forty- 
three  pafiengers,  exclufive  of  the 
crew,  but  twenty  perfons,  in  all, 
were  faved. 

o  ,  The  King’s  forces  en- 
*  ’  camped  on  New  York 

Ifland,  having  got  behind  the  Pro¬ 
vincials  ftationed  at  King’s-  bridge, 
and  obliged  themthereby  to  abandon 
their  almoft  impregnable  intrench- 
ments  at  that  place. 

Lord  Berkeley  having  been 
flopped  in  his  poft-chaife,  about 
ten  at  night,  near  Salt-hill,  and 
robbed  of  his  money,  watch,  &c. 
one  of  his  fervants,  who  came  up 
St  that  inflant,  purfued  the  high¬ 


wayman,  foon  overtook  him, 
and,  difcharging  a  piftol  at  him, 
killed  him  on  the  fpot. 

An  addrefs  of  the  Lord-  , 
mayor.  Recorder,  Alder-  ‘  ' 
men.  Sheriffs,  and  Commons,  of 
the  city  of  York,  in  common 
council  affembled,  congratulating 
his  Majefly  on  the  fuccefs  of  his 
arms  in  North  America  ;  approv¬ 
ing  of  his  meafures  with  regard  to 
his  colonies  there ;  and  affuring 
him  that  they  are  zealous  friends 
to  law,  liberty,  and  order,  and 
determined  enemies  to  fadion,  li- 
centioufnefs,  and  fedition  ;  and 
that  they  regarded  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  his  Majefly ’s  crown, 
and  the  fupreme  authority  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature,—  as  the  great 
pillar  of  that  excellent  conftitution, 
on  which  depends  the  freedom  and 
profperity  of  every  branch  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  was  this  day  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefly,  and  mofl; 
gracioufly  received. 

When,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  w'as 
moved  to  enquire  into  the  methods 
ufed  to  obtain  addreffes  in  pretty 
much  the  fame  Rile  with  the  above. 
Sir  William  Baggot  got  up,  and  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Houfe  the  origin  and 
condiift  of  the  Stafford  addrefs. 
He  faid,  that  having,  while  in 
Warwickfliire,  feen  the  addrefs  to 
all  the  eleflors  of  Great  Britain, 
which  was  figned  by  Deputy  Pi¬ 
per;  and,  not  being  willing  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  county 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  re- 
prefent  fliould  dance  to  Deputy  Pi¬ 
per’s  tune,  he  went  home  imme¬ 
diately  ;  and  at  the  feflions  an  ad¬ 
drefs,  containing  fentiments  very 
different  from  ihat  of  Mr.  Deputy 
Piper,  was  propofed  and  agreed 
to,  only  One  perfon,  whom  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  well  knew,  (Mr.  Wool¬ 
dridge,  who  had  laft  year  fpoken 
at  their  bar)  objefting  to  it. 

The  Bifhop  of  Ely  took  poflef- 
fion  of  an  houfe  in  Dover-ftreet, 
eredled  by  afl  of  parliament  for  the 
future  town  refidence  of  the  Bilhops 
of  that  fee,  and  to  be  called  Ely- 
houfe  for  the  future,  in  lieu  of  the 
old  palace,  on  Holborn-hill. 

n  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
*  Old  Bailey,  when  feventeen 
capital  convicts  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  three,  for  coining  ; 
one,  for  forgery  ;  two,  for  horfe- 
fleaJing  ;  one,  for  fheep-ftealing; 
one,  for  burglary ;  one,  for  a 
robbery  in  a  houfe  of  ill  fame  ; 
and  eight,  for  various  footpad  and 
other  highway  and  ftreet  robberies. 
Five  more  convifts  were  fentenced 
to  hard  labour  on  the  Thames  ; 
and  feven,  to  hard  labour  in  Bride¬ 
well  ;  feven,  to  confinement  in 
Newgate ;  four,  to  be  whiped ; 
eight  were  branded  in  the  hand  ; 
and  twenty-two  were  difcharged  by 
proclamation. 

And,  on  the  nth  of  December, 
two  of  the  coiners,  the  forgerer, 
and  five  of  the  other  capital  con¬ 
victs,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 
The  unhappy  man,  for  forgery, 
having  been  once  a  tradefman  in 
graat  credit,  both  for  honefty  and 
indufiry,  was  indulged  with  a 
mourning-coach.  He  made  a  very 
affecting  fpeech  to  the  populace, 
at  the  place  of  execution,  of  near 
a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  continuance, 
in  which  he  attributed  his  unhappy 
fate,  not  fo  much  to  any  extrava¬ 
gancy,  as  an  indifcreet  defire  of 
being  able  to  carry  on  a  great 
trade.  Before  his  death,  he  fa- 
tisfied  all  his  creditors  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  power,  though  by  fo 
doing  he  left  his  family  in  the 
piofl  wretched  circumftances. 
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During  the  mayoralty  of  the 
prefent  Lord -mayor,  John  Saw- 
bridge,  Efq;  eighty  -  eight  per- 
fons  received  fentence  of  death, 
and  thirty-nine  were  executed  ;  fix 
of  them,  for  murder. 

The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufea- 
ny,  by  an  ediCl  of  this  date,  has 
brought  feveral  places  under  the 
immediate  dependence  of  his 
crown,  which  were  formerly  under 
that  of  the  Camadule  Hermites. 
The  queftion  is,  under  which  ju- 
rifdiClion  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
places  are  likely  to  be  happieft. 

His  Excellency  the  Mar-  , 

quis  de  Noailles,  Ambaf-  * 
fador  from  France,  had  his  firfl 
private  audience  of  his  Majefty, 
to  deliver  his  credentials. 

The  Marquis  de  Bernard  , 

Tanucci,  who,  for  a  great  ' 
number  of  years  paft,  had  been 
Prime  Minifter,  and  chief  or  foie 
favourite,  to  the  prefent  and  the 
late  King  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 
was  difmill'ed  his  employments, 
but  in  the  moft  honourable  manner. 
He  is  fucceeed  by  the  Marquis 
Della  Sambacca,  the  fon  of  Prince 
De  Campo  Reale,  Counfellor  of 
State,  and  Prefident  of  the  junto 
of  Sicily. 

The  Regiflers  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  their  clerks,  took 
poffeffion  of  their  new  office  in 
Chancery-lane  ;  and,  next  day,  an 
elegant  bull;,  in  marble,  of  the 
prefent  Lord  Chancellor,  executed 
by  Mr.  Nollekin,  was  put  up  in. 
the  faid  office,  with  the  following 
infeription  ;  The  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Earl  Bathurfi,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Great  -  Britain, 
1776.” 

.  About  a  quarter  before  , 

eleven  o’clock,  a  fudden  ^ 
fhock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  all 

over 
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over  the  town  of  Northampton, 
and  in  many  adjacent  villages,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  noife  much  like  the 
violent  jolt  of  a  cart,  which  very 
apparently  jarred  the  houfes,  and 
threw  the  windows  into  a  noify 
agitation  for  about  two  feconds ; 
and  a  ball  or  balls  of  fire  were  feen 
at  the  fame  time  by  many  perfons 
in  the  fame  town  and  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  like  phasnomena  were 
felt  and  feen  at  Harborough,  and 
as  far  as  Loughborough,  in  the 
county  of  Leicefter,  about  the  fame 
time.  The  concufiion  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  fo  great  in  thofe  parts;  but 
the  light,  from  various  defcrip- 
tions,  feems  to  have  been  equal, 

,  His  Majefiy  was  pleafed, 
^  *  by  two  feveral  proclama¬ 

tions,  to  order  that  a  public  fall:  and 
humiliation  fhould  be  obferved 
thoughout  England,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  upon  Friday 
the  13  th  of  December  next,  for 
the  purpofes,  befides  the  other 
ufual  ones,  of  imploring  the  inter¬ 
vention  and  bleffing  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  fpeedily  to  deliver  his 
loyal  fubjedls  within  his  colonies 
and  provinces  in  North  America, 
from  the  violence,  injuilice,  and 
tyranny,  of  thofe  daring  rebels, 
Vv'ho  had  affumed  to  themfelves  the 
exercife  of  arbitrary  power ;  to 
open  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  had 
been  deluded,  by  fpecious  falfe- 
hoods,  into  ads  of  treafon  and  re¬ 
bellion  ;  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
authors  of  thefe  calamities ;  and 
finally  to  reftore  bis  people  in  thofe 
diftraded  provinces  and  colonies 
to  the  happy  condition  of  being 
free  fubjeds  of  a  free  ilate,  under 
which  heretofore  they  had  flourifiied 
fo  long,  and  profpered  fo  much. 

^  His  Majefty  went  to  the 
'  Hoafe  of  Peers,  and  open¬ 


ed  the  felfion  of  parliament  with 
a  mofi;  gracious  fpeech ;  which, 
with  the  addreifes  in  return  from 
both  houfes,  and  his  Majefty’s 
moft  gracious  anfwers  to  them,  the 
reader  will  find  among  our  State 
Papers. 

The  following  humane  order  has 
been  fent  from  the  War-office,  to 
General  Flowe,  in  America, 

State  of  Allowances  and  Regu¬ 
lations. 

If  a  wound  (hall  be  received  ia 
adion  by  any  commiffioned  officer, 
which  ffiali  occafion  the  lofs  of  an 
eye  or  a  limb,  he  ffiall  receive  a 
gratuity  in  money  of  one  yearns 
full  pay,  and  be  further  allowed 
fuch  expences  relating  to  his  cure 
(if  not  performed  at  the  King^s 
charge)  as  fiiall  be  certified  to  be 
reafonabie  by  the  Surgeon  General 
of  the  army,  and  Infpedor  Gene¬ 
ral  of  regimental  infirmaries,  upon 
examination  of  the  v'ouchers  which 
he  ffiall  lay  before  them. 

If  the  wounds,  received  (hall  not 
amount  to  the  lofs  of  a  limb,  the 
charge  of  cure  only  ffiall  be  allov/- 
ed,  certified  as  above.  When  any 
commiffioned  officer  ffiall  lofe  an 
eye  or  a  limb  as  aforefaid,  the 
Commanding  Ofiicer  of  the  corps 
in  which  he  ferves,  ffiall  deliver  to 
him  a  certificate,  fpecifying  the 
time  when,  and  the  place  wffiere 
the  faid  accident  happened  ;  a  du¬ 
plicate  of  which  certificate  ffiall 
likewife  be  tranfmitted  with  the 
next  monthly  returns. 

When  any  commiffioned  officer 
ffiall  be  killed  in  adion,  his  wi¬ 
dow  and  orphan  children  (if  he 
leaves  any)  ffiall  be  allowed  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

The  widow,  a  full  yearns  pay 
accojding  to  her  huffiand’s  regi¬ 
mental  coinmiffion  ;  Each  child 

tinfier 
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under  age  and  unmarried,  one 

O  ^  *  • 

third  of  what  is  allowed  to  the  wi¬ 
dow  ;  pofthumous  children  to  be 
included. 

All  perfons  dying  of  their 
wounds,  within  dx  months  after 
battle,  fhall  be  deemed  flain  in 
aflion. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the 
corps  in  which  the  flain  officer 
ferved,  {hall,  on  demand,  give  a 
certificate  of  his  being  killed  in 
aftion  to  his  furviving  wife  and  or¬ 
phans  refpedtively,  fpecifying  the 
time  when,  and  the  place  where, 
the  faid  accident  happened  ;  a  du¬ 
plicate  of  which  {hall  likewife  be 
tranfmitted  with  the  next  monthly 
returns.” 

His  Majelly  has  befides  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  lool, 
to  each  of  the  mafters,  and  50I.  to 
each  of  the  men  of  the  undermen¬ 
tioned  tranfports,  who  bravely 
exerted  themfelves  in  their  coun¬ 
try’s  caufe  in  the  late  affair  at 
New- York  ifland  ;  viz.  Robert 
Roughead,  of  the  Good  Intent  ; 
Rickman  Fowler,  of  the  Symetry  ; 
John  Randall,  of  the  Grand  Du- 
chefs  of  Ruffia  ;  Thomas  Brown, 
of  the  Saville  ;  John  Chambers,  of 
the  Mercury  ;  and  James  Stuart, 
of  the  America. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
Continental  Congrefs  refolved  to 
borrow  eight  millions  of  dollars,  at 
four  per  cent,  interefl,  and  iffiaed 
a  proclamation  accordingly. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month, 
likewife,  a  grea:  revolution  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  government  of  Ma- 
dra  ;  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  council  there  having  thought 
proper,  by  their  own  authority,  to 
depofe  and  imprifon  Lord  Pigot 
the  Governor,  and  confer  the  go¬ 
vernment  on  Colonel  Stuart. 


Died,  the  3d  inflant,  Mr. 
Etheridge,  a  celebrated  architedl, 
who,  among  other  public  works, 
built  Walton  bridge. 

The  4th,  Mrs.  Roflanley,  the 
widow  of  Mr.  Wells  Roflanley, 
an  ingenious  defigner  in  Oxford- 
flreet,  who  died  the  ift  inflant; 
Mrs.  Roflanley  having  refufed  to 
take  any  manner  of  fuftenance,  af¬ 
ter  his  death,  till  ffie  expired. 

The  26th,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierre 
Francois  Le  Courayer,  in  the  95tli 
year  of  his  age,  in  Downing^ flreet, 
Weilminfler, 

The  1 8th,  John  Ellis,  Efq; 
F.  Pv..  S.  Agent  for  the  Province 
of  Well  Florida,  and  for  the  ifland 
of  Dominica;  but  better  known, 
as  the  firfl  difeoverer  of  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  thofe  curious  fubflances, 
called  corals  and  coralines,  and 
flill  better,  for  his  public-fpirited 
endeavours  to  promote  the  ftudy, 
and  extend  the  benefits,  of  natural 
hiflory  ;  at  Hampftead. 

The  25th,  Mr.  Levy  Marks, 
principal  feribe  of  the  Jews  fynar- 
gogue,  and  a  gentleman  of  unble- 
mifhed  charadler,  aged  96. 

Lately,  Sir  William  Yorke,  late 
Chief  Jailice  of  Ireland,  after  re¬ 
tiring  on  a  penfion.  His  death 
was  owing  to  a  miilake  of  his  fer- 
vant.  Sir  William  was  grievoufly 
afflided  with  the  flone,  and  in  his 
feverefits  he  ufed  to  take  a  certain 
quantity  of  laudanum  drops.  On 
calling  for  his  ufual  remedy,  du¬ 
ring  the  moil  racking  pains  of  his 
diflemper,  the  drops  could  not  be 
found;  whereupon  the  fervant  was 
difpatched  to  his  apothecary;  but, 
inflead  of  laudanum  drops,  he 
afked  for  laudanum.  A  quantity 
of  laudanum  was  accordingly  fent, 
with  afpecial  charge  not  to  give  Sir 
William  more  than  twenty-four 
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drops.  But  the  fellow,  forgetting 
the  caution,  gave  the  bottle  into 
his  mafter^s  hand,  who  in  his  agony 
drank  up  the  whole  contents,  and 
expired  in  lefs  than  an  hour  after. 
For  the  great  efficacy  of  coffee,  in 
counteracting  the  power  of  opium, 
&c.  fee  the  laft  article  of  our  Pro- 
jeds  for  this  year. 

The  very  celebrated  Dr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Townfend,  alchymifl;  to  his 
Majefty  ;  at  his  lodgings  in  South¬ 
wark. 

Mr.  Carey,  of  Dartford,  Kent, 
who  loll  both  his  legs,  and  one 
arm,  in  an  engagement  in  the  re¬ 
bellion  of  1745. 

Mrs.  Ann  Simpfon,  widow,  aged 
101,  at  Sunbury. 

Jofeph  Dobyns,  a  ffiepherd, 
aged  102,  at  Rickman fworth,  in 
Herts, 


NOVEMBER. 

A  motion  being  made 
by  Mr.  Saxby,  at  a  court 
of  common-council  at  Guildhall, 
that  an  additional  falary  ffiould  be 
allowed  the  Lord-mayors,  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  fupport  that  office 
with  dignity,  without  expending 
any  part  of  their  own  fortunes, 
after  feme  warm  debates,  it  was, 
at  length,  carried  by  a  majority, 
that  loool.  per  annum  be  added  to 
their  falary  ;  on  condition  that  the 
money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  all 
places  be,  for  the  future,  paid  into 
the  chamber  of  London,  the  Lord- 
Mayors  ftill  to  retain  the  benefits 
of  the  Cocket-office.  See  the  ill 
of  Auguff. 

1  By  a  lift  of  fillips  already 

^  *  in  commiffion,  and  put  into 
commifiion  this  day,  it  appears. 


that  Great  Britain  had  now  a 
fleet  of  one  ftiip,  of  one  hundred 
guns  ;  five,  of  ninety  ;  one,  of 
eighty  -  four ;  feven,  of  feventy- 
four  ;  four,  of  feventy  ;  and  ten, 
of  fixty-four  ;  in  all,  twenty-eight 
capital  fhips,  ready  to  put  to  fea 
at  a  very  fliort  notice. 

An  elegant  pidlure  painted  by 
Mr.  Gainfborough,  of  Lord  Folk- 
ftone  in  his  coronation  robes,  was 
put  up  in  the  great  room  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  the  encouragement  of 
Arts,  &c.  as  a  juft  tribute  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  his  lordlhip,  for  his  having 
been  the  firft  nobleman,  both  by 
his  purfe  and  his  perfonal  atten¬ 
dance,  to  patronize  that  moft  ufe- 
ful  inftitution. 

An  appeal  to  the  Houfe  j,  . 
of  Lords,  from  the  court  of  * 
feflion  in  Scotland,  and  of  great 
confequence  to  trade,  in  which 
Campbell,  Robertfon,  and  com¬ 
pany,  merchants  in  Glafgow,  were 
the  Appellants;  and  William  Shep¬ 
herd,  and  others,  merchants  in 
London,  were  the  refpondents,  was 
this  day  datermined  by  their  lord- 
Ihips.  The  cbnteft  was  for  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  large  fum  of  money  for 
thirty-five  bags  of  cotton  fold  by 
the  refpondents  to  one  Rt.  Val- 
lance,  which  cotton  was  afterwards 
feized  at  Glafgowby  the  appellants 
for  mmiey  due  to  them  from  Val- 
lance.  The  Lords  affirmed  the 
decree  of  the  court  of  feflion  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  refpondents  Shepherd, 
&c.  with  lool.  cofts. 

The  entertainment  given 
at  Guildhall,  this  day,  be¬ 
ing  Lord-mayor’s  Day,  when  Sir 
Thomas  Halifax  was  fworn  into 
that  office,  was  honoured  with  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
four  of  the  Judges,  feveral  of  the 
principal  officers  of  ftate,  many  of 
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the  nobility,  and  an  extraordinary 
number  of  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tindlion,  for  the  firft  time  fince 
the  fpirit  of  party  took  place  in  the 
city. 

David  Hartley,  Efq; 

’  member  for  Kingfton  upon 
Hull,  made  the  fixth  and  laft  public 
trial  of  his  method  of  preferving 
buildings  from  fire.  But,  as  this  is 
a  matter  not  to  be  Ikimmed  over, 
and  too  long,  if  treated  at  length, 
as  it  deferves,  for  this  part  of  our 
work,  we  fhall  referve  what  vve  have 
to  fay  of  it,  for  our  Appendix. 

,  The  date  -  lottery  began 

*  drawing  at  Guildhall. 

,  Their  Majefties  went  to 

*  the  Earl  of  Derby’s  houfe, 
in  Grofvenor  -  fquare,  and  flood 
fponfors,  in  perfon,  with  the  coun- 
tefs  of  Carlifle,  to  his  Lordlhip’s 
new-born  daughter,  who  was  bap¬ 
tized  by  the  name  of  Charlotte. 

,  Mr.  Dunning  moved  the 

*  court  of  King’s-Bench  for 
an  information  againfl  two  juflices 
of  the  peace  for  Middlefex,  for  re- 
fufing  to  compel  two  perfons, 
charged  with  being  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics,  to  take  the  oaths  ;  when 
Lord  Mansfield  refufed  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning’s  motion  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  exprefled  his  difapprobation 
of  this  attempt  to  revive  the  feve- 
rities  of  thofe  very  penal  laws. 

Not  many  years  ago,  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  free,  in  a  great  rneafure, 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  that  king¬ 
dom  from  the  galling  yoke  of  the 
penal  laws  there,  by  framing  a 
new  oath  for  them,  by  which  they 
might  fufficiently  exprefs  their 
loyalty  and  allegiance,  yet  without 
injury  to  their  religious  principles; 
and,  accordingly,  all  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  that  country  chear- 
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fully  took  it.  Indeed,  the  fpirit 
of  toleration  and  humanity,  im¬ 
provement  and  difcovery,  feem 
to  be  now  abroad.  Of  this  we 
have  already  had  occaflon  to  give 
fome  inflances,  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  more.  Here  let  us 
add,  that  the  court  of  Vienna  has 
abolilhed  the  ufe  of  the  torture  in 
her  tribunals  of  juflice,  and  the 
flate  of  villainage  in  her  demefnes ; 
and  growing  every  day  more  and 
more  fenfible  of  the  advantages 
arifing  from  the  fpirit  of  toleration, 
[fee  p.  146.]  has  publifhed  an 
edifl,  which  gives  permiflion  to 
all  T urks,  Armenians,  Greeks,  Ja¬ 
cobites,  and  other  fubjeds  of  the 
Ottoman  empire,  to  trade  in  the 
archduchy  of  Auflria, provided  they 
fettle  there  with  their  families. 
The  king  of  Sardinia  has  forbid¬ 
den  any  perfon  to  be  imprifoned 
by  order  of  the  inquifitors,  till  the 
matter  has  been  made  known  to 
his  Majefly,  and  one  or  more  of 
his  privy  council  have  examined 
the  accufed  perfon,  and  fifted 
the  accufadon  to  the  bottom;  as 
likewife  to  put  any  man  to  death 
in  the  prifons  of  the  inquifition. 
The  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  befides 
eifedually  beginning  to  make  fe- 
verai  of  her  rivers  navigable,  and 
join  them,  and  of  courle  the  Teas 
bordering  her  vaft  dominions,  by 
canals,  and  pufhing  her  difeoveries, 
towards  Japan  and  North  America; 
has  planted  feveral  villages  in  the 
road  to  China,  in  order  to  render 
the  long  journey  there  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous,  dreary,  and  uncomforta¬ 
ble,  The  emperor  of  Morocco 
treats  fome  of  his  captives  more 
like  prifoners  of  w^ar  than  Haves. 
And  the  Spaniards  have  begun  to 
adopt  inoculation.  In  1771,  Don 
Timothy  Efcanlan,  principal  phy- 

fician 
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fician  to  the  department  of  the  ma¬ 
rine,  introduced  it  into  Galicia, 
and  inoculated  115  children  in  the 
city  of  Corogui  ;  among  others^ 
the  Tons  ofDon  Emanuelde  Flores> 
Vice-rov  of  Santa  Fe,  and  thofe 
cf  Don  Jofeph  Anthony  d’ Armina, 
Intendant  of  Galicia,  all  of  whom 
have  done  very  well. 

Fort  Walhington,  and 
^  *  next  day.  Fort  Lee,  the 

only  places  on  New  York  ifland 
which  hill  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  Provincials,  furrendered  to 
his  Majefty’s  arms, 

,  A  motion  was  made  in 
’  the  court  of  King’s-Bench 
for  a  money-broker  to  fhew  caufe 
why  an  information  Ihould  not  be 
granted  againfl;  him,  at  the  fuit  of 
Lord  Mounthuart.  The  money- 
bi  •oker,  it  feems,  had  made  very 
free  with  his  Lordfhip’s  name,  to 
procure,  without  his  orders,  or 
even  knowledge,  two  Turns  of 
2,iool.  each,  on  annuities,  at  fix 
years  purchafe,  thinking  that  his 
Lordihip  greatly  wanted  the  mo- 
ney,  and  therefore,  when  it  was 
ready,  w^ould  be  glad  to  accept  isf 
it,  and  on  the  above  terms.  But 
in  this  he  found  himfelf  greatly 
mihaken.  Lord  Mounthuart,  how¬ 
ever,  might  have  forgiven  the  af¬ 
front,  had  not  the  affair  reached 
Lord  Bute’s  ears,  and  given  him  the 
greateft  concern,  though  his  Lord- 
fiiip  had  too  much  delicacy  to  take 
any  notice  of  it  to  his  fon.  The 
Tule  was  immediately  granted. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  at  which  feverai  aldermenwere 
prefent,  befides  the  Lord  Mayor, 
the  two  Sheriffs,  and  the  Recorder, 
John  Sawbridge,  Efq;  late  Lord 
mayor,  received  the  unanimous 
thanks  of  the  court,  for  his  dili¬ 
gent  and  faithful  difcharge  of  the 


duties  of  that  important  office,  fat 
his  fleady  and  impartial  adminiftra- 
tion  of  jufticc,  his  zealous  defence 
of  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  this 
great  city,  and  the  conllant  pro- 
teflion  he  gave  to  all  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  by  refufing  the  fandion  of 
his  authority  to  pr.efs- warrants  ; 
and  for  his  politenefs,  deference, 
and  attention^  to-the  members  of 
this  court,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  mayoralty. 

This  night  and  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  days  there  blew  the  great- 
eft  ftorm  of  any  that  had  happened 
for  fome  time  paft,  in  the  Low 
Countries,  fome  part  of  France^ 
and  all  over  England.  On  the 
night  of  the  20th,  it  demolifhed 
the  vane  of  the  ca,thedral  of  Ely, 
and  all  its  appurtenances,  with 
part  of  the  llone-work  of  the  turret 
upon  which  the  vane  was  fixed  ; 
broke  down  a  dyke  at  Delfthaven, 
in  Holland  ;  and,  being  at  norih- 
welt,  drove  the  water  through  the 
hreets  like  a  river  ;  fo  that,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  wife  meafures 
taken  by  thofe  who  had  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  dykes,  and  the  indefa¬ 
tigable  labour  of  the  workmen,  the 
whole  town  muft  have  been  over¬ 
whelmed.  In  other  places,  many 
loh  their  whole  fubftance,  which 
con  filled  in  cattle  ;  and  fome,  their 
lives.  Part  of  the  city  of  Rotter¬ 
dam  was  overflowed  ;  and  the  wa* 
ter  rofe  there  half  an  inch  higher 
than  laft  year  ;  and  continued 
rifing  full  four  hours  and  an  half, 
longer  than  ufual.  By  thefe  in- 
ftances,  the  damage  done  to  houfes 
and  Blips,  in  the  above  and  other 
places,  may  be  eafily  computed. 

His  Majefty  went  to  the  , 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave  * 

the  royal  afi'ent  to  a  bill  entitled. 
An  Ad  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
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jelly  a  Land-tax  of  four  Ihillings 
in  the  pound. 

,  A  new  bafon,  thirteen 

*  hundred  yards  broad,  and 
Ihut  in  with  a  large  lock,  was 
opened  at  Oilend  ;  when  feveral 
ibips  entered  it  with  the  morning 
tide. 

,  About  a  quarter  pafh 

'  '  eight  in  the  evening,  the 

fhock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at 
Canterbury,  Sandwich,  Afhford, 
and  all  over  EaR  Kent,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  coaft.  Its  direction 
was  from  fouth  to  north;  it  laRed 
about  eight  feconds,  and  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  diltant  rumbling  noife. 
The  morning  was  gloomy  and  per¬ 
fectly  calm,  wind  fouth,  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  barometer  (at  Sandwich)  29. 
8.  thermometer,  within  doors,  at 
the  lide  of  an  eaft  window  on  a 
Itaircafe,  37.  3.  Some  china  on  a 
chert  of  drawers  at  Folkllone  was 
moved  an  inch  or  two,  each  piece; 
and  two  bits  of  wood  were  lhaken 
from  under  the  feet  of  a  table. 
The  fhock  caufed  a  bell  in  the 
church,  at  Dover,  to  found,  as 
likevvife  a  hand-bell  on  Sr.  Mar¬ 
tin’s  Hill,  near  Canterbury.  The 
fame  fhock  was  rtill  more  fenfibly 
felt  at  Calais,  where  it  threw  the 
loaves  in  the  bakers  fhops  from  off 
the  flielves,  to  the  no  fmall  con- 
fteration  of  the  inhabitants. 

1  Lord  Howe  and  General 

*  Howe  iffued  a  proclama¬ 
tion,  inviting  all  ranks  of  people 
in  the  North-American  colonies 
and  provinces  to  receive  a  gene¬ 
ral  pardon,  on  their  furrendering 
themfelves  to  any  of  his  Majefty’s 
General  Officers,  Admirals,  &c. 
commanding  any  armed  veffels  or 
fhips  in  his  fervice,  in  any  of  the 
different  ports,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  tertifying  their  obedience  to 
the  laws,  by  fubferibing  a  decla- 
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ration,  in  words  to  the  following 
eftedl, .  viz.  I,  A.  B,  do  pro- 
mi(e  and  declare,  that  I  will  re¬ 
main  peaceable  and  obedient  to  his 
Majerty  and  his  government,  and 
will  not  take  up  arms  againrt  ei¬ 
ther,  nor  encourage  ethers  to  take 
up  arms,  in  oppofition  to  his  au¬ 
thority.” 

Sir  Robert  Ainflie,  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty’s  Ambaffador  to  the 
Porte,  went  in  great  ftate,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
factory  and  the  drugomen,  and 
had  an  audience  of  the  Grand  Vi¬ 
zir,  who  received  him  with  all  pof- 
fible  marks  of  elleem  and  friend- 
fhip.  The  next  day  he  went  in 
the  fam.e  rtate,  and  had  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  the  Grand  Signior,  who 
was  feated  on  a  magniheent  throne, 
attended  by  his  great  officers  of 
ftate,  and  received  him  with  po- 
litenefs,  exprefted  great  friendfhip 
and  refpeft  for  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty,  and  was  pleafed  to  fay,  by 
the  Grand  Vizir,  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fubjefls  fhould  be  protected 
in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  articles 
oF  the  capitulations  between  the 
two  ftates. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
bench,  the  affair  of  John  Tubbs, 
an  imprefted  feaman,  whofe  dif- 
charge  was  claimed,  as  one  of  the 
Lord  -  mayor’s  watermen,  by  the 
city  of  London.  But,  as  this  is  a 
matter  of  too  public  and  intereft- 
inga  nature  not  to  betaken  notice 
of  in  the  Hiftory  of  Europe,  we 
fhall  refer  our  readers  for  an  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  (as  likewife,  of  the 
trial  between  Lord  Rochford  and 
Mr.  Sayre,  and  for  the  fame 
reafons)  to  that  part  of  this 
work. 

At  the  anniverfary  meeting  of 
the  Royal  Society,  their  Prefident, 
Sir  John  Pringle,  Bart,  after  an 
[A’']  elegant 
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elegant  difcourfe  on  the  occafion, 
prefented,  in  their  name,  James 
Cook,  Efq;  Captain  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  navy,  with  the  gold  medal, 
called  Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s  medal, 
for  his  ufeful  paper  on  the  means 
of  preferving  the  health  of  feamen 
in  long  voyages,  &c.  which  the 
reader  may  fee  in  our  fecond  part, 
with  fome  interefting  extracts 
from  Sir  John’s  difcourfe.  The 
Society  afterwards  re-elefted  Sir 
John  for  their  Prefident ;  and  Sa¬ 
muel  Wegg,  Efq;  for  their  Trea- 
furer  j  and  eleded  Samuel  Horf- 
ley,  L  L.  D.  for  their  firft,  and 
John  Planta,  Efq;  for  their  fecond 
Secretaries. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month 
there  happened  a  dreadful  fre  at 
Bred,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
poor  lick  in  the  hofpital,  and  up¬ 
wards  of  fifty  galley  -  flaves,  pe¬ 
ri  Pned  ;  and  feveral  more  of  the 
galley- Haves  made  their  efcape. 
To  prevent  the  red  from  doing  fo, 
they  were  all  ordered  into  a  large 
court  under  the  guard  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  foldiers,  and  there  to  lie  down 
on  their  bellies,  on  pain  of  the 
fird  man’s  being  fhot  who  Ihould 
attempt  to  lift  his  head.  This 
method  having  the  defired  fuccefs, 
every  thing  was  afterwards  carried 
on  with  all  the  tranquillity  that  the 
natural  confufion  of  fuch  an  acci¬ 
dent  would  admit  of  ;  and  by  very 
great  labour  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames  was  at  length  flopped. 

Diei>,  the  nth  inllant,  the 
Rev.  Do6lor  George  Wigan,  Rec- 
I  tor  cf  Old  Swinford,  Warwick¬ 
shire,  and  Afhbury,  Berks ;  both 
which  livings  he  had  enjoyed  fifty- 
four  years ;  in  the  86th  year  of  his 
age. 

The  1 6th,  Mr.  James  Fergufon, 
ieclurer  in  natural  phiiofophy  and 


aftronomy  ;  an  excellent  mechanic,, 
and  no  bad  miniature-painter,  at 
his  houfe,  in  Bolt -court,  Fieet- 
ftreet.  Fie  was  a  man,  who,  by 
mere  force  of  genius,  made  a  con- 
liderable  progrefs  in  the  mathema¬ 
tical  arts  and  fciences  ;  wrote  fe¬ 
veral  ufeful  works  ;  and  both  pro¬ 
jected  and  executed  a  great  number 
of  ingenious  inliruraents  and  ma¬ 
chines.  [The  reader  will  find  a 
further  account  of  this  truly  felf- 
taught  philofopher,  in  our  fecond 
part.] 

Lately,  Mr.  Brice,  con^mander 
of  a  fquadron  of  armed  fhips  fitted 
out  by  the  Continental  Congrefs, 
and  llyled  Admiral ;  at  Bofton. 

William  Owagan,  Efq;  fenior 
alderman  of  Corke,  in  Ireland, 
aged  93.  He  was  one  of  the  pages 
who  attended  King  James  II.  in 
1689,  when  entertained  by  that 
city. 

Read  Peacock,  Efq;  fenior  al¬ 
derman  of  Huntingdon,  as  he  was 
coming  to  London  in  the  diligence, 

Mr,  Matthias  Vento,  a  cele¬ 
brated  mailer  of  mafic. 

Mr,  Edward  Shuter,  the  cele¬ 
brated  comedian,  in  Windmill- 
llreet. 

Mr.  John  Chefmeare,  who,  in 
the  reign  of  George  the  Firft,  had 
an  annuity  of  lool.  fettled  on  him 
from  Monfieur  d’Ibberville,  the 
French  minifter  to  the  court  of 
London,  for  having  protected  him 
from  an  Englifh  mob. 

Mary  Thompfon,  at  South- 
Benfleet,  EfTex,  whofe  death  was 
occafioned  by  a  piece  of  grillle 
flicking  in  her  throat.  She  lived 
fourteen  days  after  the  accident,  in 
the  moll  miferable  condition,  not 
being  able  to  fwallow  any  thing 
w'hatever,  every  attempt  to  remove 
the  grillle,  particularly  by  a  piece 
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of  whalebone  repeatedly  applied, 
having  proved  fruitlefs. 


DECEMBER. 

His  Majefty  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  aflent  to  the  following 
bills,  viz. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  du¬ 
ties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry. 

The  bill  for  punifhing  mutiny 
and  defertion. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
his  Majefty ’s  marine  forces  while 
on  fhore. 

And  alfo  to  fix  road,  inclofure, 
and  private  bills. 

The  Lords  proceeded  to  hear  and 
determine  a  caufe  of  appeal  from 
Ireland,  the  merits  of  which  turned 
on  the  words  of  a  claufe,  in  the 
will  of  a  Mr.  Jackfon,  who,  after 
mentioning  a  particular  bequeft  in 
land  to  his  mother  Mary  Jackfon, 
in  a  fubfequent  claufe  gives  her  all 
the  refidue  of  his  effeds  real  and 
perfonal.  The  heirs  at  law  fet  up 
a  claim  to  the  landed  eftate  of  the 
teftator,  except  that  part  of  it 
which  was  particularly  bequeathed 
to  the  devifee  ;  and  the  courts  in 
Ireland  determined  in  their  favour. 
But  the  courts  in  England  reverfed 
the  decree  of  the  Irifh  courts  ;  and 
this  day  the  Houfe  of  Lords  con¬ 
firmed  the  verdidl  of  the  Englifti 
courts. 

1  Came  on  to  be  tried  be- 
^  ‘  fore  Lord  Mansfield  and  a 
fpecial  jury,  a  caufe,  wherein  Mr, 
Bell,  deputy  town-clerk  of  Wor- 
cefter,  was  plaintiff,  and  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes  defendant.  The  adlion 


was  brought  for  a  further  payment 
to  the  plaintiff  for  his  time  in  at¬ 
tending  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  trial  of  the  contefted  eledlion  of 
Worcefter.  He  laid  his  expences 
at  upwards  of  lool.  and  the  jury 
gave  a  verdidl  for  36I.  1 9s. ;  20I,  of 
which  had  been  previoufly  paid. 

The  payment  for  coals  , 
to  the  bringer  without  a.  ^  * 

receipt  from  the  feller,  was  this 
day  determined  in  the  court  of 
King’s-Bench  to  be  an  improper 
payment  ;  and  a  buyer,  who  had 
made  fuch  a  payment,  was  obliged 
to  pay  for  his  coals  a  fecond  time. 

The  commiflioners  for  vicluaU 
ling  his  Majefty’s  navy  contracted 
with  Mr.  Mellifh  for  2400  hogs, 
to  be  killed  at  the  victualling- 
office,  London,  between  this  and 
the  31ft  inftant,  at  42s.  per  hun¬ 
dred  weight. 

Came  on  before  Lord  ,  . 

Mansfield,  at  Wcftminfter- 
Hall,  a  cdufe  wherein  Mr.  Legge, 
an  attorney,  was  plaintiff,  and 

-  Legge,  Efq;  an  American 

governor,  defendant.  The  caufe 
of  action  was,  the  plaintiff’s  ferv- 
ing  the  defendant  as  fecretary,  and 
being  maltreated  by  him.  The 
jury  found  450I.  damages,  and 
full  cofts. 

Came  on  to  be  tried  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  De  Grey,  a  caufe 
wherein  Mr.  Thorn  was  plaintiff, 
and  Mr.  Lowndes  defendant.  The 
plaintift*  claimed  an  eftate,  as  heir 
at  law  of  Mr.  Selby,  fon  of  Ser¬ 
jeant  Selby  ;  and  the  defendant,  as 
devifee  at  will.  The  family  of  the 
Selbys  could  be  traced  no  higher 
than  the  late  Serjeant;  nor  could 
the  kindred  be  traced  higher,  on. 
the  Thorn  fide,  than  the  plaintiff’s 
grandfather  having  married  a 
[Nj  2  Selby, 
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Selby,  filler  of  the  Serjeant.  The 
jury,  after  withdrawing  fome  time, 
brought  in  a  verdid  for  the  defen¬ 
dant. 

At  a  general  court  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  humane  fociety,  inili- 
tuted  for  the  recovery  of  perfons 
apparently  drowned,  gold  medals 
were  dillributed  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  been  inftrumental  in  form¬ 
ing  the  fociety,  and  moil  active 
in  promoting  its  views ;  among 
whom  were  Alderman  Bull,  James 
Horsfall,  F.  R.S.  Dr.  Cogan,  Mr. 
Hawes,  and  Dr.Watkinlon.  Sil¬ 
ver  medals  were  at  the  fame  time 
ordered  to  be  prepared  for  thofe 
gentlemen  who  had  been  the  happy 
inllruments  of  relloring  life.  [The 
reader  will  find  a  full  account  of 
this  moll  laudable  inllitution,  with 
feveral  inflances  of  the  moll  fur- 
prizing  recoveries,  and  the  means 
by  which  they  were  effeded,  &c. 
&c.  in  the  fecond  part  of  our  lall 
volume ;  to  which,  as  the  cafe  of 
all  perfons  apparently  dead  is 
equally  pitiable,  and  prevention  is 
better  than  cure,  we  fhall  here  fub- 
join  the  following  benevolent  ad¬ 
vice  :] 

As  many  perfons  meet  fatal  pe¬ 
riods  in  purfuing  their  fubterra- 
neous  vocations,  be  pleafed  to  pub- 
lifh  (for  their  benefit)  the  under 
Umple  but  certain  prefervative  : 
— — When  a  well,  vault,  or  drain, 
has  been  inciofed  a  conliderable 
time,  to  difperfe  and  redify  the 
fuffocating  air  at  firll  opening, 
throw  down  fix  or  more  pails  of 
water,  and  after  waiting  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  any  one  may  fafely 
venture  dov^/n.  The  like  method 
fhouid  be  obferved  in  finking  new 
wells,  efpecially  if  the  work  has 
been  difcontinued  any  length  of 
time,  and  is  now  conllantly  ufed 


by  one  whofe  profeffion  fubjeds 
him  to  accidents  of  the  like  kind. 

Between  nine  and  ten  at  night 
departed  this  life,  at  Northumber- 
land-Houfe  in  the  Strand,  on  her 
birth-day,  juft  as  flie  had  com- 
pleated  her  fixtieth  year,  her  Grace 
Elizabeth  Duchefs  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  &c.  &c.  &c.  who  with  a  moft 
princely  fortune,  devolved  to  her 
from  her  anceftors,  fuftained  her 
exalted  rank  through  her  whole 
life  with  the  greateft  dignity,  ge- 
nerofity,  and  fpirit.  Her  extenfive 
charities  to  the  poor  ;  her  encou¬ 
ragement  of  literature  and  the  po¬ 
lite  arts  ^  and  her  generous  pa¬ 
tronage  of  every  kind  of  merit ;  her 
warm  attachment  to  her  friends  ; 
her  goodnefs  to  her  fervants,  not 
to  mention  her  tender  afFedion  for 
her  family,  make  her  death  a  pub¬ 
lic  lofs,  which  will  be  long  la¬ 
mented.  Her  Grace’s  remains  were 
interred,  the  i8th,  in  Weftminfier- 
Abbey,  in  as  decent  and  folemn, 
though,  by  her  own  repeated  de¬ 
fire,  as  private  a  manner,  as  her 
rank  would  admit  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  the  crowd  to  fee  the 
funeral  was  fo  great,  that  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  the  dean  and 
chapter,  with  the  choir,  could  con¬ 
vey  the  body  from  the  weft-door  of 
the  abbey,  where  they  had  been  to 
receive  it,  to  St.  Nicholas’s  cha¬ 
pel,  where  it  was  to  be  depofited. 
And  then,  when  they  had  palled 
St.  Edmund’s  chapel,  adjoining  to 
St.  Nicholas’s,  but  about  three  mi¬ 
nutes,  the  whole  front  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  fuppofcd  to  have  been  built 
between  four  and  five  hundred 
years  ago,  confifting  of  heavy  oak, 
brick,  and  iron  work,  weighing, 
in  the  whole,  above  three  tons, 
with  part  of  the  ftone  work,  being 
overloaded  by  the  men  and  boys 
8  who 


CHRONICLE. 


who  had  climbed  upon  it  to  fee 
the  fhew,  came  tumbling  to  the 
ground.  Theconfufion  and  uproar 
that  enfued  may  be  more  ealily 
conceived  than  defcribed.  Num¬ 
bers  had  their  limbs  broke,  or 
were  otherwife  moll  terribly  hurt; 
it  is  indeed  furprizing,  that  any  of 
thofe  upon  the  front,  or  under  it, 
fhould  efcape  with  life.  This  ac¬ 
cident  put  an  elFedual  Hop  to  the 
ceremony  ;  the  dean  and  his  at¬ 
tendants,  after  refting  the  body  in 
St.  Edmund’s  chapel,  were  obliged 
to  withdraw  for  fome  lime;  upon 
which  the  crowd,  thinking  no 
more  was  to  be  feen,  thought 
proper  to  difperfe,  fo  as  to  give 
the  dean,  &c.  an  opportunity  of 
going  through  the  fervice  between 
one  and  two  o’clock,  about  two 
hours  and  a  half  after  the  body 
had  entered  the  abbey  ;  and  even 
now',  it  was  interrupted  by  the  fre¬ 
quent  cries  of  murder,  raifed  by 
fuch  of  the  fufferers  as  had  not 

been  removed. - Next  day,  the 

Duke  of  Northumberland,  hearing 
of  the  great  mifchief  which  had 
been  done,  with  his  ufual  fpirit, 
fent  a  gentleman  of  his  houfhold  to 
enquire  if  any  of  the  ofEcers  of  the 
cathedral,  at  ten  ding  in  their  places, 
had  received  any  hurt  ;  and,  if 
they  had,  to  acquaint  them,  that 
in  confideration  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  received  it,  they 
fhould  be  provided  for  by  his 
Grace,  and  all  indemnihcations 
they  might  demand  be  allowed 
by  him  ;  but  happily  none  of  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  the  cathe¬ 
dral  had  received  any  injury. 

At  or  about  the  fame  time,  his 
Grace  ordered  600  1.  to  be  given 
away  in  charily  ;  500  1.  of  it  to 
the  poor  of  the  feveral  parilhes  of 
Wellminfter  ;  and  the  remainder 
tp  fuch  as  redded  near  the  family 
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feats  and  cadles  in  the  country; 
with  a  defire,  that  thofe  who  par¬ 
took  of  it,  ihould  confider  it  as 
the  donation  of  their  late  mod  ge¬ 
nerous  benefadlrefs. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of 
Common  -Pleas,  before  Lord 
Chief  Jullice  De  Grey,  and  a  fpe- 
cial  jury,  a  long  depending  caufe 
between  the  Archbilhopof  Canter¬ 
bury,  and  the  overfeers  of  the  poor 
for  the  parifh  of  Lambeth^  in  Sur¬ 
ry,  relative  to  a  demand  of  poors- 
rates  by  the  latter  on  his  Grace, 
as  an  inhabitant  of  the  faid  parifh. 
The  jury  w'ent  out,  and,  after  flay¬ 
ing  about  five  minutes,  found  a 
verdidt  for  the  Archbifhop;  it  hav¬ 
ing  been  fully  proved, in  thecourfe 
of  the  trial,  that  the  palace,  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  were  extra- 
parochial. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  ^  , 
of  King’s  -  Bench,  before  ^ 

Lord  Mansfield,  the  'trial  of  the 
printer  of  the  Whitehall  Even- 
ing-Pofl,  for  printing  and  pub- 
bfhing  in  the  fame,  on  the  10th 
of  June,  1775,  an  ad vertifement 
from  the  Conilitutional  Society, 
refpedling  the  payment  of  100  I.  ' 
(fubfcribed  by  that  fociety)  to 
Dr.  Franklin  ;  when  the  jury,  of 
w'hich  Sir  James  Efdaile,  Knc. 
Alderman,  was  foreman,  after 
withdrawing  for  about  five  mi¬ 
nutes,  found  the  defendant  guilty, 
See  the  17th. 

Bonded  the  feflions  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  when  twelve  capital  con¬ 
victs  received  fentence  of  death  ; 
viz.  two  for  coining,  one  of  them 
a  woman  ;  five,  for  highway  or 
field  robberies  ;  two,  for  houfe- 
breaking  ;  two,  for  theft  within 
doors  ;  and  one,  for  a  crime  not 
to  be  named  ;  not  to  mention  fe¬ 
veral,  as  ufual,  fentenced  to  lefs 
punilhments  for  lef?  crimes ;  And, 

3  on 
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on  the  29th  of  January,  1777, 
of  the  highway  robbers,  the  two 
burglarers,  and  the  two  in-door 
thieves,  were  executed  at  Tyburn  ; 
as  likewife  the  laft-mentioned  con- 
vi£l,  who  juft  before  he  and  his 
fellow-fufferers  were  turned  off, 
threw  a  paper  among  the  crowds  to 
the  fame  purport  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  words,  which  he  fpoke  with 
an  audible  voice:  “  I  am  as  in- 
iiocent  as  the  child  unborn  of  the 
crime  which  I  am  about  to  fuffer 
for :  however,  as  I  hope  to  receive 
mercy  from  my  gracious  God,  I 
forgive  my  profecutors,  and  pray 
God  to  do  the  fame.’* 

The  infernal  ingenuity  of  James 
Aitken,  alias  John  the  painter, 
began  to  difplay  itfelf  by  a  fire  in 
his  Majefty’s  yard  at  Porifmouth  ; 
but,  as  he  made  other  attempts, 
and  thefe,  with  the  tracing  of  him, 
his  trial  and  voluntary  confeffion, 
make  up  but  one  objefi,  too  impor¬ 
tant  to  be  ftightly  pafted  over,  and 
too  long  fpr  this  part  of  our  work, 
and  moft  of  which  moreover  falls 
to  the  (hare  of  next  year,  we  muft 
take  another  opportunity  to  fpeak 
of  it, 

A  detachment  of  his  Ma- 
’  jelly’s  forces,  under  Lieute- 
nant-Generai  Clinton,  from  the 
grand  army  at  New-York,  efcorted 
and  fupported  by  Sir  Peter  Par¬ 
ker’s  fleet,  tookpoffeffion  of  Rhode - 
liland,  without  meeting  with  the 
leaft  oppofition. 

Came  on  to  be  heard,  be- 
fore  the  Right  Worfliipful 
Sir  George  Play,  Knt.  Dodor  of 
X;aws,  Dean  of  the  Arches  Court 
of  Canterbury,  at  Dodor’s-Ccm- 
mens,  the  adniiffion  of  a  libel  in 
a  caufe  of  nullity  of  marriage  pro¬ 
moted  by  Frances  Mary  Harford, 
falfely  called  Morris,  fpinfter,  a 
minor,  (natural  daughter  of  the 


late  Lord  Baltimore)  ading  by 
Hugh  Hamerfiey  and  Peter  Provoft, 
Efqrs.  her  curators  or  guardians, 
lawfully  affigned  againft  Robert 
Morris,  Efq;  formerly  of  Lincoln’s- 
Inn,  but  now  of  Swanfea  in  the 
county  of  Glamorgan  ;  which  caufe 
was  commenced  in  the  Arches 
Court,  in  virtue  of  letters  of  re^ 
queft  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
diocefe  of  St.  David’s,  in  which 
libel  were  pleaded  two  marriages 
between  Mr.  Morris  and  Mifs 
Harford,  the  ftrft  in  May  1772, 
when  fhe  was  only  twelve  years 
and  an  half  old,  by  the  chaplain 
to  the  Dutch  garrifon  at  Ypres,  one 
of  the  barrier  towns  of  the  Aullrian 
Netherlands  belonging  to  the  Em- 
prefg  Queen  ;  and  the  other,  in  Da- 
niHi  Holftein,  in  1773,  in  virtue 
of  a  fpecial  licence  from  the  King 
of  Denmark  :  both  of  which  mar¬ 
riages  it  was  pleaded  in  the  libel 
w'ere  null  and  invalid,  according 
to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the 
places  where  they  were  folemnized, 
on  account  of  the  minority  of  Mifs 
Flarford,  without  the  confents  re¬ 
quired  by  law  ;  and  the  opinions 
of  feveraj  eminent  civilians  in  thofe 
countries  were  exhibited  and  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  libel,  in  fupply  of 
proof  of  fafts  therein  pleaded.  The 
judge,  after  having  heard  counfel 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Morris  againft 
the  admiftion  of  the  libel,  and 
four  in  behalf  of  the  young  lady  in 
favour  of  it,  was  pleafed  to  rejedl 
the  whole  thereof,  and  difrnifs  Mr. 
Morris  from  the  fuit,  faying,  that 
this  was  not  a  marriage  provided 
againft  by  the  marriage-ad  ;  there 
being  a  provifo  in  that  ad,  which 
fays,  that  nothing  therein  con¬ 
tained  lhall  extend  to  that  part  of 
Great-Britain  called  Scotland,  nor 
to  any  part  beyond  the  feas.  The 
judge  even  dropped  a  hint,  that 

he 
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he  looked  upon  the  marriage  by 
the  Dutch  miniller  at  Ypres,  as  a 
good  marriage. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  -Bench,  Weftminfter,  before 
Lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  trial  of  Samuel  Foote, 
Efq;  for  an  affault  on  John  Sang- 
fler,  his  coachman,  &c.  when  Lord 
Mansfield,  after  hearing  the  evi¬ 
dence  and  counfel  on  both  fides, 
got  up  and  defcanted  on  the  nature 
of  the  crime  alledged,  the  confe- 
quences  which  would  follow  a  con- 
viclion,  and  the  duty  of  the  jury 
to  prote6l  the  innocent  from  unjufi; 
accufations  of  fuch  a  dreadful  na¬ 
ture.  His  Lordfliip  then  went  into 
the  evidence,  pointed  out  the  in- 
confifiencies  in  Sanglier’s  flory, 
and  fhevved  that  feveral  of  the  cir- 
cumilances  hated  by  him  were,  if 
true,  fupportable  by  the  teftimony 
of  various  witnelles,  not  one  of 
whom  were  called  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution.  His  Lordlhip  then 
examined  the  evidence  of  another 
evidence  with  equal  nicety,  and 
as  forcibly  marked  its  palpable  de¬ 
feats.  Lallly,  his  Lordlhip,  after 
fully  arguing  upon  the  face  of  the 
vvhole  matter  fworn  in  fupport  of 
the  profecution,  took  a  view  of 
that  given  on  the  fide  of  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  fhewed  its  clearnefs, 
its  clofe  relation,  and  its  great 
credibility;  inferring  from  the 
whole,  that,  if  the  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  was  to  be  be¬ 
lieved,  it  was  the  moll  providential 
afilftance  to  dete^l  one  of  the  fouleft 
profecutions  that  ever  was  fet  on 
foot,  and  which  had  been  carried 
on  in  a  manner  uncommonly  op- 
preffive.  Mr.  Foote  was  moll  ho¬ 
nourably  acquitted. 

1  I'he  Continental  Con- 
finding  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops  were  advancing  to  Phi¬ 
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ladelphia,  and  that  the  foldiers  of 
the  American  army  were  leaving 
their  llandards,  on  the  plea  of  hav¬ 
ing  ferved  the  time  for  which  they 
had  enlilled,  publilhed  a  manifefio, 
exhorting  their  countrymen  to  the 
fupport  of  the  caufe  of  liberty  ; 
and  alTuring  them,  among  many 
other  things  which  time  has  not 
verified,  that  effen tial 'fervices  had 
already  been  rendered  them  by  fo¬ 
reign  Hates;  and  that  they  had 
received  the  moll  pofitive  alTurances 
of  further  aid. 

No  fewer  than  feven  country 
parifh  churches  in  WarwickOiire, 
Stafford  (hire,  and  Nottirgham- 
fhire,  were  robbed,  or  attempted 
to  be  robbed,  within  lefs  than  a 
fortnight  pad. 

A  monument  was  opened  , 
in  Wellminller-Abbey,  to  * 

the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Pearce, 
Bifhop  of  Rocheller,  and  Dean  of 
that  cathedral. 

Being  the  day  appointed 
for  the  obfervation  of  a  fo- 
lemn  fall  and  humiliation,  the 
fame,  it  may  be  faid,  was  kept 
with  uncommon  marks  of  devo¬ 
tion,  by  people  of  all  ranks  and  re¬ 
ligions,  not  only  throughout  the 
cities  of  London  and  Wellminller, 
but  England  in  general ;  at  lead, 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  mini- 
Hers  and  churchwardens  of  any  but 
two  adjoining  parilhes  near  Portf- 
down-Hill,  Hants,  have  been  called 
to  an  account  for  not  attending 
their  duty  on  the  occafion. 

Was  tried  before  Lord  , 
Mansfield  at  Guildhall,  an  * 

a<Hion  of  Trover,  brought  by  the 
affignees  of  a  bankrupt  againil  two 
former  fheriffs  of  London,  to  reco¬ 
ver  the  houlhold  goods  and  Hock 
in  trade  of  the  bankrupt,  valued 
at  20CO1.  the  fum  levied  upon  an 
execution  iffued  by  the  defendants, 
[iV]  4  al 
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at  the  time  the  bankrupt  was  al- 
ledged  to  be  in  infolvent  circum- 
ilances.  The  decihon  of  the  caufe, 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintifi's,  de¬ 
pended  upon  a  fingle  proof  of  the 
bankrupt’s  diflrelled  htuation  when 
the  writ  was  executed.  Among  fe- 
veral  witnefies,  who  were  examin¬ 
ed,  one  was  a  creditor,  who  cal¬ 
ling,  as  he  faid ,  upon  the  bankrupt 
for  a  demand,  was  informed  ^  him 
of  his  tottering  date  of  credit,  and 
appointed  to  call  at  a  future  hour, 
when  he  would  certainly  be  at 
home,  and  pay  the  debt.  The 
creditor  accordingly  attended,  and 
was  told  that  the  bankrupt  was  not 
at  home.  This  anfwer  not  faiisfy- 
ing  him,  he  made  ufe  of  a  ftrata- 
gem,  which  fhews  he  thought  that 
he  had  been  impofed  upoiL  To 
appearance  he  went  away,  but,  in 
fad,  fecieted  himfelf  without  the 
door,  but  fo  as  to  have  a  full  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fhop:  in  this  fituation 
he  had  not  remained  a  minute,  be¬ 
fore  he  heard  a  fervant  call  up 
flairs,  he  is  gone  ;  ”  when  the 
mailer  immediately  came  down 
Hairs.  But  Lord  Mansfield  did  not 
hold  this  to  be  effedive  evidence 
of  an  ad  of  bankruptcy  ;  and,  as 
to  the  confeflion  of  the  bankrupt, 
it  was,  he  remarked,  totally  out 
of  confideration,  and  could  not  be 
received  ;  for  a  man  could  not  le¬ 
gally  be  permitted  to  prove  himfelf 
a  bankrupt ;  fo  the  plaintiffs  were 
nonfuited. 

The  cleanfing  of  the  bafon  of 
Cherbourg,  deflroyed  by  the  Eng- 
lilh  during  the  laft  war,  being  at 
lafl  effeded,  a  fhip  entered  it  this 
day. 

,  An  adion  upon  a  breach 
*  of  promife  of  marriage,  in 
which  Mifs  Ellis  was  plaintiff,  and 
Mr.  Cock,  an  attorney,  defendant. 


was  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
and  a  fpecial  jury,  in  the  court  of 
King’s- Bench,  London.  The  de¬ 
claration  Hated,  that  the  defen¬ 
dant,  before  the  death  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  late  a  very  confiderable  auc¬ 
tioneer,  being  then  an  indented 
clerk  to  Mr.  Ellis,  the  plaintiff’s 
father,  paid  his  addreffes  to  her, 
obtained  her  affed’ons,  and  the 
confent  of  her  friends,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  marry  her  upon  the  death 
of  his  father,  which  contrad  he 
ever  fince  that  event  refufed  to 
comply  with.  On  the  part  of  the 
defendant  it  was  urged,  that  his 
father,  being  a  man  of  confiderable 
property,  indented  him  to  her  fa¬ 
ther,  in  order  to  make  him  com¬ 
petent  to  the  protedion  of  his  own 
fortune,  which  chiefly  confifled  of 
houfes  in  London  and  Middlefex  ; 
that  he  was  then  but  a  boy  under 
fixteen  years  of  age  ;  that  he  being 
difcovered  to  have  too  great  an  af- 
fedion  for  the  plaintiff’s  younger 
filler,  it  was  infilled  by  his  father 
that  the  young  lady  fhould  be  feat 
into  the  country,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  complied  with  ;  that  Ihe 
was  no  iboner  removed,  than  the 
defendant  made  his  profeffions  to 
the  prefent  plaintifl',  which,  it  was 
urged,  her  father,  and,  after  his 
death,  her  brother,  connived  at, 
and  encouraged  ;  that  being  at  age, 
he  requelled  a  private  meeting,  in 
order  to  confider  of  their  fituations ; 
at  which  time,  without  his  know¬ 
ledge,  and  contrary  to  his  expeda- 
tions,  the  plaintiff’s  brother,  Coun- 
fellor  Ellis,  appeared,  and  that  he 
was,  by  the  artifice  of  the  parties, 
tricked  into  thepromife  upon  which, 
the  adion  was  grounded.  Lord 
Mansfield,  in  his  charge,  opened 
the  whole  of  the  laws  refpeding 
fuch  contrads,  civil  and  ecclefialti- 
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cal ;  obferved  that  the  young  man’s 
non-compliance  Teemed  to  be  the 
conTequence  of  his  father’s  dying 
injundion  ;  and  that  any  promife 
antecedent  to  his  full  age  was 
contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  jury,  after  confulting  near 
two  hours,  returned  with  a  verdid 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  loool.  da¬ 
mages. 

,  About  a  quarter  pafl:  ele- 
’  ven  o’clock.  Sir  j^ohn  Field¬ 
ing,  with  the  high-bailiff.  Sec,  af- 
fembled  on  the  huftings  in  Covent- 
Garden.  When  they  had  fat  there 
till  twelve,  filence  was  proclaimed, 
and  the  high-bailiff  declared  a  feat 
in  parliament  for  Weftminfter  to  be 
vacant,  by  Earl  Percy’s  becoming  a 
peer  in  his  own  right,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  death  of  his  mother, 
the  late  Dutchefs  of  Northumber¬ 
land  ;  on  which  Lord  Peterfham, 
now  in  America,  was  nominated  a 
candidate,  and,  no  other  candidate 
appearing,  declared  dulyeleded. 

About  ten  minutes  after  the 
eledion  was  over.  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes  appeared  on  the  huftings, 
and  was  received  with  great  ap- 
plaufe.  He  declared  himfelf  a 
candidate,  and  demanded  a  poll, 
which  being  refufed  on  account  of 
his  not  appearing  at  the  declar¬ 
ation,  a  warm  difpute  arofc  in  re- 
fped  to  the  time  allowed  by  ad  of 
parliament,  before  they  proceeded 
to  eled. 

Sir  Watkin  afterwards  invited 
fuch  of  the  eledors  as  were  defirous 
of  bringing  this  bufinefs  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  Swan 
in  New-ftreet,  for  the  purpofe  of 
drawing  up  and  figning  a  pro- 
teft  againft  the  proceedings  of  the 
day. 

Came  on  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
and  fpecial  juries,  in  the  court  of 
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King’s-Bench,  Guildhall,  the  trials 
of  Meffieurs  Miller,  Wilkie,  Ran¬ 
dall,  and  Baldwin,  printers  of 
fome  morning  and  evening  papers, 
for  publifhing,  in  the  middle  of 
the  year  1775,  an  advertifement 
from  the  Conftitutional  Society, 
figned  by  Mr,  Horne,  refpeding 
the  payment  of  100 1.  fubferibed 
by  that  Society  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
The  Attorney-General,  in  opening 
the  charge  againft  each  of  them, 
expreffed  his  abhorrence  of  the  li¬ 
bel,  and  his  judgment  of  the  pro¬ 
bable  confequences  ;  faid,  that  it 
contained  great  encouragement  to 
the  moft  audacious  and  unnatural 
rebellion  that  ever  difgraced  the 
annals  of  hiftory,  and  charged 
thofe  heroic  leaders,  who,  at  the 
peril  of  their  lives,  were  afferting 
the  liberty  of  the  conftitution,  and 
the  law  eftablifhed  by  king  and 
parliament,  with  the  worft  of  all 
offences — murder!  He  faid,  he 
hoped  the  jury  would  therefore 
in  juftice  permit  the  laws  to  ope¬ 
rate  againft  the  often fible  perfons 
with  whom  fo  foul  and  ungrateful 
an  offence  originated.  On  the  part 
of  the  defendants,  their  counfel 
quoted  feveral  elevated  periods, 
when  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  was 
unreftrained  ;  faid  that  all  our  pre- 
fent  immunities  were  derived  from 
thofe  fources ;  and  ended  with  a 
quotation  from  ancient  hiftory,  to 
Ihew,  that,  as  long  as  the  Romans 
were  allowed  to  fpeak  and  w  ite 
without  reftraint,  their  liberties  re¬ 
mained,  and  no  longer.  They  ex¬ 
tenuated  the  accufation  in  favour  of 
the  defendants,  who,  they  Liicl, 
were  not  accountable  for  what  came 
to  them  in  the  way  of  common  ad- 
vertifements.  To  this  the  Attor¬ 
ney-General  replied;  and  Lord 
Mansfield  explained  the  law  re-, 
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fpefling  libels  in  general,  and 
faid,  whatever  opinion  the  de¬ 
fendants  might  have  entertained  of 
the  fa6l  which  was  proved  againft 
them,  they  were  moil  certainly, 
under  the  law,  criminal  and  ac¬ 
countable.  His  Lordlhip  alfo  re¬ 
marked  upon  the  confequences  of 
the  libel  in  queftion,  as  it  related 
to  the  fentiments  of  the  people  of 
America  ;  and  recommended  a  ver- 
didt  againft  the  defendants,  which 
was  complied  with  ;  but  the  fen- 
tence  put  off  till  next  Term.  The 
counfel  for  the  profecution  were, 
the  Attorney  General,  the  Solici¬ 
tor  General,  Mr.  Wallis,  and  Mr. 
Bearcroft;  for  the  defendants,  Mr. 
Dunning,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hard¬ 
ing.  See  the  7th. 

Mr.  Miller’s  attorney  had  re- 
ceivedj  on  the  preceding  Sunday^ 
the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Horne. 

“SIR, 

“  In  anfwer  to  your  letter, 
which  I  this  moment  receive,  in¬ 
forming  me  that — ^  The  gentle¬ 
men  under  profecution  for  print¬ 
ing  and  publifhing  my  advertife- 
ment,  beg  the  fa^vour  of  my  at¬ 
tendance  on  the  firft  trial  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  on  Tuefday  next,  at  nine  in 
the  morning’ — I  muft  requeft  you 
to  affure  them,  that  I  will  moll  cer¬ 
tainly  do  them  ih.Q.jufiice  of  attend¬ 
ing.  I  have  always  been^ready  to 
avow  that  advertifement ;  and  it 
was  my  advice  from  the  beginning, 
that  the  prefs  ihould  throw  the 
weight  of  this  profecution  where  it 
ought  to  fall,  upon  the  author. 

“  Sir  James  Efdaile’s  verdift  has 
not  changed  my  fentiments. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 
JOHN  HORNE,” 


A  grocer  in  Edinburgh  has  lately 
made  fuch  improvements  in  the 
Diving-Bell,  that  the  perfons  in 
it  may  lower  themfelves  with  the 
machine,  from  the  furface  of  the 
water  to  the  bottom,  independent 
of  all  other  affiftance,  and  reafcend 
at  pleafure.  The  dangers  of  be¬ 
ing  overturned  by  rocks,  flumps  of 
wrecks,  &c.  are  hereby  avoided. 
Befides,  except  in  rapid  currents,  or 
on  a  very  unequal  bottom,  the  men 
in  the  machine  can  proceed  with  it 
to  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
line  in  which  they  go  down.  It  is 
thought  this  improvement  will  be 
of  great  utility  in  lakes  and  rivers, 
as  well  as  at  fea,  for  the  difcovery 
of  marie,  mines,  &c.  And,  ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  fociety  in  London, 
for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  ma- 
nufadlures,  and  commerce,  have 
teftihed  their  approbation  of  it  by 
an  handfome  bounty  to  the  inge-r 
nious  improver. 

A.  plot  to  kill  the  Pope 
and  his  attendants,  by  load¬ 
ing  the  guns  of  the  Caftle  of  St. 
Angelo  with  the  bell  powder,  and 
ciiain  fhot,  and  pointing  them 
down  a  ftrcet,  throup-h  which  his 
Holinefs  ufually  paffes  every  even¬ 
ing  at  feven  o’clock,  was  difco- 
vered  by  mere  accident,  and  of 
courfe  fruftrated  ;  but  the  perfons 
concerned  in  it  have  not  as  yet 
been  found  out. 

Being  Chrillmas  -  Day, 
was  every  Vs'here  obferved  ^ 
as  ufual.  Particularly,  their  Ma- 
jefties  went  to  the  Chapel  Royal ; 
and,  after  fermon,  received  the 
holy  facrament,  and  made  their 
offerings. 

Three  battalions  of  Hef-  ,  , 
fans,  polled  at  Trenton,  ^  ^ 
with  fix  held  pieces,  were  attacked 
by  a  body  of  Provincials,  and  all 
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wade  prlfoncrs,  except  a  few,  who 
efcaped  by  a  timely  retreat,  or  cut 
iheir  way  through  the  enemy. 
The  lofs  on  this  occafion,  in  pri- 
foners  and  miffing,  was  found,  a 
few  days  after,  to  amount  to  about 
feven  hundred,  not  to  mention  the 
field  pieces,  which  the  Provincials 
likewife  carried  off. 

The  crew  of  the  Hope- 

‘  well ,  of  Whitehaven ,  bound 
to  Jamaica,  were  fome  time  ago 
reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that,  af¬ 
ter  killing  their  cat  and  dog,  they 
had  call  lots  who  fhould  be  put  to 
death  for  a  fupply  of  food  for  the 
rell,  when  providentially  a  Ihip 
came  in  fight,  and  let  them  have 
provifions  enough  to  reach  Liffion 
in  quell  of  a  further  fupply. 

The  (hock  of  an  earthquake  has 
been  lately  felt  at  Manheim, 
Worms,  Spiers,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Mentz  ;  but  though 
rather  violent,  it  happily  did  no 
damage.  Its  diredlion  was  from 
the  north-weft  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  lafted  fifteen  feconds. 

In  a  lift  of  all  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jefty’s  forces,  lately  laid  before 
him  at  Potzdam,  the  totals  were 
as  follow  : 

Horfe, - 76,000 

Foot, - 152,000 

Artillery,  —  7>5co 

Militia,  —  36,000 


271,500 

Children  marked,  87,500 
The  annual  revenues  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  empire  now  amount  to  the  an¬ 
nual  fum  of  17,130,618  roubles; 
and  the  annual  expences,  inclu- 
ding  penfions,  prefents,  &c.  to 
1^,208,557. 

By  an  authentic  lift  of  the  hop 
duty  for  the  year  1776,  it  appears 
to  amount  to  125,691!.  13s. 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  4773 
fiiips  have  been  cleared  at  the 
cuftom-houfe  of  Newcaftie,  of 
which  4343  were  coaftwife,  and 
430  for  foreign  parts,  being,  upon 
the  whole,  however,  270  lefs  than 
laft  year. 

If  we  have  not,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  our  Chronicle,  taken  any  no¬ 
tice  of  the  various  engagements  be¬ 
tween  the  fliips  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  North-American  colonies* 
with  the  captures  and  recaptures  on 
both  fides,  it  was  becaufe  a  detail 
of  them  would  fill  a  volume  ;  and 
ftill  more^  becaufe,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  thefe  tranfaflions,  confi- 
dering  the  nature  of  the  quarrel, 
the  condition  of  the  parties,  and 
their  interefting  relation  to  one 
another,  cannot  but  engage  the 
able  writer  who  favours  the  Public 
with  the  hiiiorical  oart  of  this 

A 

work,  to  take  fuch  a  general  fur- 
vey  of  the  matter,  a^s  muft  more 
than  fuperfede  any  thing  that  could 
come  from  our  feeble  pen  on  the 
occafion. 

Died,  the  loth  inftant,  Mr, 
John  French,  painter  and  artift, 
long  known  for  his  beautiful  feene- 
ry  at  Drury~lane  Theatre. 

The  iith,  Mr.  John  Robert- 
fon,  formerly  mathematical  mafter 
at  Chrift’s-Hdfpital ;  afterwards 
head  mafter  of  the  Royal  Academy 
at  Portfmouth ;  laftly,  for  fe- 
veral  years  paft,  librarian  to  the 
Royal  Society;  and  author  of  fe¬ 
ral  ingenious  mathematical  pieces. 

The  1 2th,  Mifs  Margaret  and 
Mifs  Judith  Hodges,  two  maiden 
twin  fillers.  They  died,  as  they 
were  born,  within  a  few  minutes 
of  each  other,  at  the  age  of  53. 

The  26th,  Mr.  Joftiua  Platt,  of 
Oxtord,  w'eli  known  to  naturalifts 
by  his  Treatife  on  the  Belem nite^ 
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publiftied  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfaftions,  in  his  88th  year. 
His  manners  gained  him  the  re- 
fpe6l  and  efteem  of  all  who  knew 
him;  and  he  died  univerfally  fe- 

3 1  ft.  Lately,  in  the  South 
of  France,  Eglin  Powes,  Efq; 
who,  when  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
impeached  Lord  Bolingbroke  of 
high  treafon,  impeached  alfo  the 
Earl  of  Oxford . 

In  Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields,  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Carden,  aged  98,  fer- 
vant  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
during  his  laft  campaign  in  Flan¬ 
ders. 

Mr,  Dahl,  firft  painter  and 
fcene  director  of  the  Theatre- 
Royal,  Covent-Garden. 

William  Pavorth,  a  tenant  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Dawney,  at  Hat¬ 
ton,  near  York  ;  a  village  remark¬ 
able  for^the  longevity  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants.  Had  he  lived  to  the  27th 
of  this  month,  he  would  have 
completed  his  99th  year.  There 
were  now  in  the  fame  town,  two 
widows  ;  one,  in  her  96th  ;  the 
other,  in  her  103d  or  104th  year; 
Ihe  was  not  certain  to  a  year.  About 

four  years  ago, - -  Wright,  of 

Merfton,  in  the  fame  pariih,  died 
at  the  age  of  102.  . 

-r-! — —  Pattifon,  Efq;  in  the 
hundredth  year  of  his  age,  near 
Edinburgh. 

Marie  Magdaleine,  at  Brache^ 
near  Mondidier,  in  France,  aged 
103.  She  had  a  lifter  who  died  at 
the  age  of  104. 

Marguerite  de  Coeg,  of  Troule- 
ville,  near  Dieppe,  in  France, 
aged  104. 

Mrs.  Cahier,  a  relation  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Ormond,  in  the 
108th  year  of  her  age,  in  Charles- 
Street,  Weftminfter. 


gretted 

The 


A  General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrifenings 
and  Burials,  from  December  12, 
1773,  to  December  io,  1776. 


Chriftened. 
Males  8859 
Females  8421 

In  all  17280 

Deceafed  in  the 
Chriftenings 
this  year  5  i . 

Laftyear’sChrif- 
tenings  17629. 


Buried. 

Males  9499 
Females  9549 

In  all  19048 

Decreafed  in  the 
'  Burials  this 
year  1466. 

Laft  yearns  Bu¬ 
rials  20514. 


^Of  thofe  who  died  this  year, 
there  were. 


Under  two  years  of  age 

6857 

Between  2 

and 

5 

1670 

5 

and 

10 

592 

10 

and 

20 

688 

20 

and 

30 

1350 

30 

and 

40 

1615 

40 

• 

and 

50 

J893 

50 

and 

60 

1673 

60 

and 

70 

1325 

70 

and 

80 

960 

80 

and 

90 

367 

90 

and 

100 

50 

100 

1 

lOI 

1 

102 

2 

104 

2 

IP5 

I 

106 

1 

The  kind  and  manner  of  cafuaU 
ties  among  the  foregoing  deaths, 
were  as  follows : 


Bit  by  a  mad  dog  i 

Broken  limbs  —  —  2 

Bruifed  —  — «  2 

Burnt  —  —  — . 

Choaked  — 

Drowned  —  —  112 

Exceftive  drinking  —  5 


Executed 
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Executed  —  —  — 

Found  dead  —  - 

Killed  by  falls  and  feveral 

other  accidents  - 

Killed  themfelves  — 

Murdered  — 

Overlaid  —  — 

Poifoned  - - 

Scalded  —  — 

Smothered  —  •— 

Stabbed  —  — 

Starved  —  — 

Suffocated  — 


i6 

3 

6o 

32 

6 

8 

3 

5 

I 


3 

5 


Total  277 

We  pay  no  regard  to  the  ac* 
counts  of  the  kind  and  number  of 
difeafes  given  in  the  yearly  Bills 
of  Mortality,  for  the  reafons  af- 
figned  in  our  lail  volume. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  article 
without  heartily  wilhing,  that  the 
great  number  of  the  drowned, 
among  the  above  cafualties,  may 
awaken  the  zeal  of  our  readers  to 
promote  the  views  of  the  Bene¬ 
ficent  Society  infiituted  for  the 
recovery  of  perfons  apparently  dead 
by  drowning,  ^c.  See  p.  196. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1776. 

Jan.  ill.  The  Lady  of  Governor 
Vereift,  of  a  daughter, 
in  St.  James’s-Square. 

15.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 

Dutchefs  of  Glouceller, 
of  a  Prince,  at  Rome. 
See  the  Chronicle. 

Lady  Shelly,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  at  Putney. 

16.  The  Ladyof  Sir  John  Smith, 

Bart,  of  a  daughter,  in 
Pall-Mall. 

31.  The  Ladyof  Sir  Jqfeph 


Mawbey,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter,  at  Vauxhall. 

Lately,  theDuchefs  of  Buc- 
cleugh,  of  a  fon. 

Feb.  I.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

■  '  —  x^ch moody,  Efq; 
Judge  of  his  Majefty’s 
highcourtof  Admiralty, 
in  North  America,  of 
twins,  in  the  Hay-mar¬ 
ket. 

13.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Edward 
Deering,  Bart,  of  a  fon, 
in  Mansfield-llreet. 

26.  The  Countefs  of  Carlifle, 
of  a  daughter. 

Mar.  2.  The  reigning  Duchefs 
of  Deux -Fonts,  of  a 
Prince 

9,  The  Grand  Duchefs  of 
Tufcany,  of  a  Prince. 

10.  The  ‘Princefs  confort  of 

Duke  Charles,  of  Meck- 
lenburgh  Streliz,  of  a 
Princefs,  at  Hanover. 

The  Lady  of  the  Right 

,  Hon.  Thomas  Townf- 
I  hend,  jun.  of  a  fon,  in 
Cleveland.Court,  Saint 
James’s. 

11.  LadyBofton, of  a  daughter, 

in  Grofvenor-Square. 

12.  Lady  Mahon,  of  a  daugh¬ 

ter,  in  Harley-Street, 
Cavendifh-Square. 

29.  The  Lady  of  Noel  Hill, 
Efq;  member  for  Salop, 
of  a  daughter,  in  Cleve- 
land-Court,  St.  James’s. 

31.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Moftyn,  Efq; 
ofa  fon,  atUfton  Court, 
near  Reading,  Berks. 

Lately,  Lady  Bagot,  of  a 
fon,  in  Upper  Brook- 
Street. 

J^ady  Stormont,  of  a  fon 

and 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1776. 


206] 

and  heir,  at  Lord  Stor- 
months  hotel,  in  Paris. 
Apr.  6.  Lady  Lincoln,  of  a 
daughter,  in  Arlington- 
Street. 

25.  HerMajefty,  ofaPrincefs. 

See  the  Chronicle. 

30.  Lately,  Tiie  Lady  of  the 
Hon.  Richard  VValpole, 
of  a  daughter,  in  Great 
George  Street. 

May  7.  TheLady  of  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Dr.  Digby,  of  a 
fon,  at  the  Deanry,  Weft- 
minfter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Philip  Yorke,  of  a 
fon,  in  Great  George- 
Street,Hanover-Square. 
LadyTankervilIe,of  afon. 
13.  TheLadyofSir JohnTho- 
rold,  Bart,  of  a  fon,  in 
Cavendifti-Square. 

26.  The  Countefsof  Galloway 

of  a  daughter,  in  South- 
Audley-Street. 

Junes.  Lady  Algernon  Percy,  of  a 
daughter.  / 

11.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  de  Grey, 

of  a  fori. 

12.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Hun- 

gerford  Holkyns,  Bart, 
of  a  fon  and  heir. 

30.  The  Lady  Mayorefs,  of  a 
daughter,  in  New  Bur- 
lington-Street. 

The  Lady  of  Commodore 
Charles  Douglafs,  of  a 
fon. 

July  6.  The  Princefs  of  Naftau 
Weilbourg,  of  a  Prin¬ 
cefs,  at  Kirchkeim  Po® 
land. 

13.  The  Princefs  Amelia  Fre¬ 

derica,  con  fort  of  the  He¬ 
reditary  Prince  of  Baden, 
of  two  Princeftes, 


29.  The  Lady  of  Commodore 

Fielding,  of  a  daughter, 
Aug.  I.  TheLkdyof  Sir  Richard 
Sutton,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

4.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 

Countefsof  Artois,  of  a 
daughter. 

5.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 

Achefon,  of  a  fon,  in 
Somerfet- Street,  Port- 
man  Sauare. 

ji 

14.  The  Princefs,  confort  of 
Prince  Charles  of  Hefie, 
Governor  of  Holftein,  of 
a  Prince,  at  Slefwic. 

20.  The  Lady  of  Sir  James 

Cockburn,  Bart,  of  a 
fon,  in  Soho-Square. 

21.  The  Lady  of  Sir  James 

Langham,  Bart,  of  a 
fon. 

Oneof  the  Grand  Signior’s 
favourite  Sultanas,  of  a 
Prince.  See  the  Chro¬ 
nicle. 

26.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
of  a  fon. 

31.  The  Countefs  of  Eftex,  of 
a  fon. 

Sept.  4.  The  Lady  of  Monf.  Alex¬ 
ander,  a  near  relation  to 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  of 
a  daughter,  in  David- 
'  Street,  Berkley-Square, 

6.  The  Marchionefs  of  Car¬ 

marthen,  of  a  daughter, 
in  Grofvenor-Square. 

12.  The  Lady  of  Col.  Ogle,  of 
a  daughter,  in  Queen- 
Anne-Street,  Cavendilh- 
Square. 

24.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Mills,  of  a  daughter,  at 
his  houfe  on  the  Adelphi 
Terrace. 

30.  Lately,  The  Lady  of  Col, 

Pigot,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady 
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Lady  Droghaeda,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Countefs  of  Cowper, 
of  a  fon,  at  Florence. 

The  Countefs  of  Rofeber- 
ry,  of  a  daughter. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Beauclerk, 
of  a  daughter. 

3.  Lady  Brownlow,  of  a 
daughter, in  Bond-ftreet. 

8.  The  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Dumfries  and  Stair,  of  a 
fon,  at  Rookville,  in 
Scotland. 

18,  The  Countefs  of  Derby,  of 
a  daughter,  in  Grofve- 
nor-Square, 

31.  Lately,  The  Lady  of  the 
Bidiop  of  Worcefter,  of 
a  daughter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Bifhop  o  f 
Peterboro*,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Roger 
Moilyn,  Baronet,  of  a 
fon. 

Nov.  12.  The  Marchionefs  of 
Granby,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

The  Lady  of  Henry  Sey¬ 
mour,  Efq;  member  for 
the  borough  of  E  vefham, 
of  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  Marchionefs  of  Lo¬ 
thian,  of  a  fon,  at  New- 
bottle  Abbey,  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

16.  Lady  Aflibrook,  of  a  fon, 
at  Shillingford,  in  Berk- 
fhire.* 

25.  Lady Milfmgton’, of afon, 
inSoinerfet-StreetjGrof- 
venor-Square. 

29.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  Ferdinand  of 
Pruffia,  of  a  Prince,  at 
Fredericksfeldt. 
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30.  Lately,  the  Lady  of  the 
Hon.  Charles  Vane,  of  a 
daughter. 

Dec.  15.  Lady  Grimflone,  of  a 
daughter,  inGrofvenor- 
Square. 

22.  Pier  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  of  Brazil,  of  a 
Princefs. 

26*  TheDuchefs  of  Gordon, 
of  a  fon,  at  Fochabers, 
in  Scotland. 


MARRIAGES,  1776. 

Jan.  2,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John 
Blaquieere,  Knt.  of  the 
B  ath,  at  D  ublin,  to  Mifs 
Elinor  Dobfon,  heirefs 
of  Robert  Dobfon,  of 
Ann  Grove,  in  York- 
fhire,  Efq. 

4.  Sir  Martin  Folkes,  Bart,  of 
Hillington-hall,  to  Mifs 
T  urner,  youngeftdaugh- 
ter  to  Sir  John  Turner, 
Bart. 

.  Sir  John  Abdy,  Bart,  of 
Hanover. llreet,  to  Mifs 
Gordon,  of  Brewer- 
ftreet. 

6.  Mr.  Mackenzie, of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  at  Edinburgh, 
to  Mifs  Pennel  Grant, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Ludovick  Grant,  Bart. 

Feb.  4.  Nigel  Bowyer  Grelley, 
Efq;  only  fon  to  Sir  Ni¬ 
gel  Grefley,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Grefley,  ofDrake- 
low,  in  Derbyfliire. 

•  .  8.  EdwardCary, Efq;ofTar- 

mohan,  in  Devonfliire, 
toMifsCamillaFleming, 
daughter  of  Governor 
Fleming, 


15.  The 
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13#  The  Hon.CharlesVane,  of 
Mount  Ida,  in  Norfolk, 
to  Mifs  Wood,  eldell 
daughter  of  Richard 
Wood,Efq;  of  Red-Iion- 
fquare.- 

18.  Charles  Warwick  Bamp- 
fylde,  Efq;  eldek  fon  of 
Sir  Richard  Bampfylde, 
Bart,  and  member  of 
parliament  for  Exeter, 
to  Mifs  Moore,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  Bart. 

20*  SirJamesHarriBgtoh,Bart. 
of  Bourton  on  the  W ater, 
Gloucefterfhire,  to  Mrs, 
Moore,  relid  ofWilliam 
Moore,  Efq;  of  New¬ 
ton,  in  Sornerfetlhire. 

22.  Lord  Erne,  to  Mifs  Her- 
vey,  eldefl:  daughter  of 
the  Bifhopof  Derry,  and 
niece  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol. 

Mar.  7.  GovernorBlackett,ofPly- 
mouth,  to  Mifs  Brown- 
john. 

20.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Foley, 

Efq;  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Mifs  Stanhope,  fourth 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of 
H  arrington. 

21.  Geo,Gofiin,jun.Efq;  one 

of  the  regillersofthePre- 
rogative  court  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  to  Mifs  Lydia 
Newcome,  daughter  of 
the  late  Dean  of  Ro- 
che^dr. 

22.  RobertLeeDoughty,  Efq; 

of  Hanworth,  in  Nor¬ 
folk,  to  Mifs  Powis, 
lifter  of  Thomas  Powis, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Ihire  for  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Northampton. 


26.  —  Crofte,  Efqfof  Gol¬ 
den -fqu  are,  toMifsNew- 
ly,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Newly,  Knight. 

Apr.  7.  Gore  Townfend,  Elq;  of 
Honington-hall,inWar- 
wickftiire,  to  the  Hon. 
Lady  Elizabeth  Wind- 
for,  lifter  to  the  Earl  of 
Plymouth. 

13.  Capt.  Geo.  Handheld,  to 
MifsSmyth,only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  SirWilHam  Smyth, 
of  Hill-hall,  ElTex,  Ba- 
ronet. 

18.  John  Preftwich,  Efq;only 
fon  ofSirEliasPreftwich, 
of  Holm-hall,  Lanca- 
fhire,  Barr. to  Mifs  Mar¬ 
garet  Hall,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Aider- 
man  Hall,  of  Dublin. 

20.  John  Wilmot,  Efq;  eldeft 
fon  of  the  Rt.Hon.  Sir 
John  Eardley  Wilmot, 
Knight,  to  Mifs  Saint- 
hill,  the  only  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  the  late 
Samuel  Sainthill,  Efq, 

22.  Colonel  Morgan,  of  the 
guards,  to  the  Right 
Hon.LadyFrances  Sher- 
rard,  only  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Harbo- 
rough. 

24.  Paul  Cobb  Methuen,  Efq; 

fon  of  Paul  Methuen, 
Efq;  of  Corlham-houfe, 
Wilts,  to  Mifs  Gooch, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gooch,  Bart. 

25.  Richard  Metcalfe,  Efq;  to 

Mifs  Stephen  fon,  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  Right  Hon. 
theLord-mayorofYork. 

30.  Lately,  Jofeph  Dimfdale, 
Efq;  M.  D,.  fon  of  Ba¬ 
ron 


/ 
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rbn  DirnTdale,  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Beck,  relid  of  the 
late  Mr.  Jofeph  Beck, 
merchant  of  Briftol,  at 
Briftol. 

May  5.  Lord  Stormont,  nephew 
to  Lord  Mansfield,  his 
Majefiy’s  Ambafiado'f  at 
the  French  court,  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Mifs  Cath. 
cart,  third  daughter  to 
Lord  Cathcart. 

7.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Talbot,  ne¬ 
phew  and  heir  to  Earl 
Talbot,  to  Lady  Char¬ 
lotte  Hill,  youngefl 
daughter  to  Lord  Hillf- 
borough. 

9.  Edward  Winnington,  Efq. 
only  fon'of  Sir  Edward 
Winnington,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Ann  Foley, youngefl 
daughter  of  Thomas  Fo¬ 
ley,  Efq;  Knight  of  the 
Ihire  for  the  county  of 
Hereford. 

18.  Robert  Shuttleworth,  Efq; 
ofNewBurlington-flreet, 
to  Mifs  Ann  Defagulicrs, 
daughter  of  General  De- 
faguliers. 

20.  James  Bruce,  of  Kinnaird, 

’  in  Scotland,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Mary  Dundafs,  eldelt 
daughter  ofThom as  Dun- 
das,  of  Fingafk,  Efq; 

22.  Lord  Beauchamp,  eldell  fon 
of  the  Earl  of  Hertford, 
to  Lady  Ifabella  Ann  In¬ 
gram  Shepheard,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lord  Irwin. 

24.  Sir  George  Howard,  K.  B. 
and  member  for  Stam¬ 
ford,  to  Lady  Dowager 
Effingham. 

John  Try  ton  Fuller,  Efq; 
VoL.  XIX. 
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to  Mifs  Elliot,-  daughter 
of  Lieutenant  -  General 
Elliot. 

Henry  Cecil,  Efq;  nephew 
to  the  Earl  of  Exeter,  to 
Mifs  Vernon,  daughter 

of  -  Vernon,  Efq; 

of  Worceflerfhire. 

Col.  Edmunds,  of  the  foot- 
guards,  to  Mifs  Kelly," 
of  Queen-fireet,  Wefl- 
minfter. 

June  3.  Sir  Roger  Newdigate, 
Bart,  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  theUniverfity  of 
Oxford,  to  Mifs  Heller 
Mundy,  fecond.  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Edmund 
Mundy,  Efq;  of  Ship- 
leyj  in  Derbylhire. 

4.  Robert  Robinfon,  Efq;  fon 
of  Admiral  Robinfon,  to 
Mifs  Kirby,  at  Eltham, 
in  Kent. 

6.  John  Newton,  of  Stafford- 
Ihire,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Kit¬ 
ty  Seymour,  daughter  of 
I.ord  Francis  Seymour, 
Dean  of  Wells,  and  niece 
to  the  duke  of  Somerfet. 

10.  Nicholas  Smith,  jun.  Efq; 
of  the  Middle  Tem¬ 
ple,  to  Mifs  Anderfon, 
daughter  of  the  fate  Sir 
Edmund  Anderfon,  of 
Kildwick,  in  Scotland, 
Bart. 

13.  Richard  Vere  Drury,  Efq; 

an  officer  in  the  army,  to 
MifsVandeput,ofQueen- 
fquare,  daughter  of  Sir 
George  Vandeput,  Bart. 

14.  Thomas  Wood,  Efq;  eldell 

fon  of  Thomas  Wood, 
Efq;  of  Littleton,  to 
Mifs  Williams,  daugb- 

[0]  ler 
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liament  for  the  county  of 
Kildare, 


ter  of  Sir  Edward  Wil¬ 
liams,  Bart,  of  Langoid 
CalHe,  South  Wales, 

1,3.  Lord  Maynard  to  Mrs. Nor¬ 
ton,  of  Oxford -ftreet, 

25.  The  Hon.  Henry  Laws  Lut- 
terel.  Lieutenant- Colo¬ 
nel  of  the  Horfe  Blues, 
in  Ireland,  to  Mils  Boyd, 
daughterof  GeorgeBoyd, 
Efq;  of  Abbey  -  ftreet, 
Dublin. 

July  9.  The  Earl  of  Warwick,  to 
Mifs  Vernon,  daughter  of 
Richard  Vernon,  Efq; 
member  for  Oakhamp- 
ton,  and  brother-in-law 
to  Earl  Gower, 

10.  Sir  William  Gordon,  Knight 
of  the  Bath,  and  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Bruflels,  to  Lady 
Mary  Phillips,  of  Ger- 
rington  Park,  in  the 
county  of  Lcicefter,  wi¬ 
dow. 

25.  Edward  Smythe  Stafford, 
Efq;  eldeft  fon  of  Hugh 
Stafford,  Efq;  of  Maine, 
in  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Pal¬ 
mer,  lifter  of  Roger  Pal¬ 
mer^  Efq;  of  Palmer- 
ftown,  in  that  kingdom, 
and  niece  to  the  late 
Countefs  of  Derby. 
Thomas  Eyres,  Efq;  of 
Haffop,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  to  the  Hon.  Lady 
Mary  Belafyfe,  lifter  to 
Lord  Fauconberg, 

The  Hon.  andRevd.  James 
Hewett,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  to  Mifs  Pome¬ 
roy,  daughter  of  Arthur 
Pomeroy,  Efq;  one  of 
thereprefeotatives  in  par¬ 


31.  Lately,  William  Akcd, 
Efquire,  of  Lincoln’s- 
inn,  to  Mifs  Fawcit, 
daughterof  Col.  Fawcit, 
of  the  guards. 

Aug.  I.  Count  Charles  of  Benthem 
Steinfurt,  at  Gluckf- 
bourg,  in  Denmark,  to 
the  youngeft  lifter  of  the 
reigning  Duke  of  Hol- 
ftein  Gluckibourg. 

William  Codrington,  Efq; 
fon  to  Sir  William  Cod- 
rington.  Baronet,  of 
Dodington,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Ward,  daughter  of 
the  late  Flon.  William 
Ward. 

Ambrofe  Goddard,  Efq; 

•  one  of  the  reprefen ta- 
tives  for  the  county  of 
Wilts,  to  Mifs  Wil¬ 
liams. 

15.  Thomas  St.  George,  Efq; 

member  of  parliament 
for  Clogher,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Achefon,  daughter 
of  Lord  Gosford,  at  Gof- 
ford  Caftle,  in  the  coun* 
ty  of  Armagh,  Ireland,  • 

16.  The  Hon.  Charles  Mar- 

lham,  to  Lady  Frances 
Wyndham,  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont, 

25,  Hugh  Cane,  Efq;  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  of  the  fifth 
regiment  of  dragoon 
guards,  to  Lady  Black-, 
ifton,  relidl  of  the  late 
Alderman,  Sir  Matthew 
Blackifton,  B  art. 

30.  Thomas  Maitland,  Efq;  of 
Hants,  to  Mifs  Jane 
Matthew,  eldeft  daugh- 
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ter  of  General  Matthew, 
and  niece  to  the  Duke  of 
Ancafter. 

Sept.  7,  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Baker,  relidl  of 
the  late  Capt.  Baker. 

14.  The  Hon.  Charles  Dillon^ 
to  MifsMulgravCjdaugh- 
ter  of  the  late,  and  fifter 
to  the  prefent.  Lord 
Mulgrave,  at  BrulTels. 

George  Maxwell,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Lucy  Gage,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Thomas  Gage, 
Bart,  of  Coldham-Hall, 
Suffolk. 

20.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  Bart, 
of  Bere  Church-Hall,  in 
the  county  of  Effex,  to 
Mifs  Blake,  of  Hanover- 
fquare. 

Oft.  I.  John  Rogers,  Efq;  of 
Penrofe,  in  Cornwall, 
member  for  Weft  Looe, 
to  Mifs  BafTet,  eldeft 
daughterofthelate  Fran¬ 
cis  BafTet,  of  Tehidy, 
Efq;  and  niece  to  Lady 
Molefworih,  and  the  late 
Sir  John  St.  Aubyn^ 
Bart. 

2.  William  Eden,  Efq;'  of 
Downing- ftreet,  Weft- 
minfter.  Secretary  to  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  to  Mifs 
Elliot,  daughter  of  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart. 

3*  William  Prefton,  Efq;  of 
Moreby,  in  Yorkftiire, 
to  Mils  Ann  Foulis,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Foulis^  of 
Ingleby  Manor,  in  the 
North  Riding  of  the 
fame  county,  Bart. 

4,  The  Rev*  Mr.  Charles 
Shuttleworth,  youngeft 
brother  of  Robert  Shut- 


I  C  L  E*  [ait 

tieworth,  Efq;  of  For- 
cett,  in  Yorkftiire,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Mary  Cock* 
burne,  youngeft  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  late  George 
Cockburne,  Efqj  and 
Lady  Forrefter. 

7.  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  of  Hawk- 
ftone,  in  Salop,  Bart, 
to  Mrs.  Powys,  of  Hard¬ 
wick,  in  the  fame  county. 

Sir  Thom  as  Tancred,  Bart» 
of  Brampton,  in  York- 
fhire,  to  Mifs  Penelope 
Afheton  Smith,  of  St® 
Mary-le-Bone. 

15.  Maurice  Trent,  of  Pitcullo, 
in  Scotland,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Nancy  Colquhoun, 
daughter  of  Sir  George 
Colquhoun,  Bart. 

The  Hon*  James  Ruthven, 
only  fon  of  Lord  P^uth- 
ven,  to  Lady  Mary  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Lefslie,  fecond 
daughter  to  Lord  Leven^ 
ty.  William  Chafin  Grove,  Efq; 
member  for  Weymouth, 
to  Mifs  Elizabeth  Grove, 
of  Feme,  near  Shaftef-  ' 
bury, 

18.  George  Pochin,  Efq;  of 
Bourn,  in  Lincoinfhire; 
to  Mifs  Dixie>  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Wolftan  Dixie,  Bart,  of 
Bofworth  Park,  in  Lei- 
cefterftiire. 

21.  Archibald  Menzies,  of  Cul- 
dairs,  Efq;  one  of  thf 
commiftioners  of  thecuf- 
toms  in  Scotland,  to  Mifs 
Fanny  Rutherford,  only 
daughter  of  John  Ru¬ 
therford,  Efq;  of  North- 
Carolina. 

Capt.  Lutwyche,  of  the 
guards,  to  Mifs  Thomas, 
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only  daughter  of  Sir  Noah 
Thomas. 

Nov.  Sir  William  Lorraine, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Hannah 
Algood  ;  and  Lambtori 
Lorraine,  Efq;  brother 
to  Sir  William,  to  Mifs 
Bell  Algood ;  daughters 
of  Sir  Lancelot  Algood, 
of  Nunwich,  near  New- 
caflle. 

22.  -  Abraham  Elton,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  Abraham  Ifaac 
Elton,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Durbin,  daughterof  John 
Durbin,  iun,  Efq;  at 
Briftol, 

30.  Lately,  Sir  William  Milner, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Sturt,  eldefl 
daughter  of  Humphry 
Sturt,  Efq;  member  for 
Dorfetfnire. 

Dec.  4.  George  Paterfon,  Efq; 

to  the  Right  Hon.  Mifs 
Ann  Gray,  daughter  of 
Lord  Gray,  at  Kinfauns, 
in  Scotland. 

l6.  The  Bifhop  of  Cloyne,  to 
Mifs  Benfon,  of  Dub¬ 
lin. 

John  Weir,  Efq;  his  Ma- 
jeily’s  CommilTary  Ge¬ 
neral,  in  Dominica,  to 
Mifs  Elizabeth  Bowman, 
daughter  of  John  Bow¬ 
man,  Efq;  of  Alhgrove, 
near  Glai'gow. 

James  I’empler,  jun.  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Mary  Buller, 
niece  to  Earl  Bathurfl. 

20.  John  Lindefay,  Efq;  late 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel  of 
the  53d  regiment,  to 
Mifs  Margaret  Halkett 
Craigie,  fecond  daughter 
to  the  deceafed  Colonel 
Charles  HalkeU  Craigie, 
of  Law-hill, 


23,  The  Hon.  Thomas  Onflow, 
Efq;  fon  and  heir  of 
Lord  Onflow,  to  Mifs 
Elliker,  only  daughter 
of - Elliker,  Efq; 

26.  The  Earl  of  Radnor,  to 
Mifs  Duncombe,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  Dun¬ 
combe,  Efq;  member  for 
Downton,  in  Wiltfhire. 

William  Smelt,  Efq;  of 
Hanover-fquare,  to  Mifs 
Stanhope,  filler  to  the 
Earl  of  Chellerfield,  at 
York. 

George  Mercer,  Efq;  of  the 
4th  Regiment  of  Dra¬ 
goons,  to  Mifs  Hender- 
fon,  daughter  of  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Henderfon. 

John  Thomas  Foller,  Efq; 
a  member  of  the  Irilh 
parliament,  to  Mifs  Her- 
vey,  daughter  of  the  Ei- 
fhop  of  Derry, 

3 1 .  Lately,  The  Earl  of  Caflle- 
havens,  to  Mrs.  Cracraft, 
widow  of  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  Cracraft,  Efq; 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 
Year  1776,  frotn  the  London 
Gazette,  Cfc.  ' 

Jan.  I.  Count  Frederic  Marie 
Giovanelli,  eleCled  Patriarch  of 
Venice. — He  was  born  in  that  ca¬ 
pital  the  26th  of  December,  1728, 
and  created  bilhop  of  Chiozza  the 
I2th  of  July,  1773. 

— ■  13.  The  Hon.  John  Bathurfl, 
Efq;  to  be  ClerkoftheFacultiesand 
Dilpenfations  in  Chancery,  in  the 
room  of  Thomas  Lawrence,  Efq; 
refigned  ;  and  Will.  Philips,  Efq; 
to  be  Clerk  of  the  briefs,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Bathurfl. 
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Jan.  16.  Sir  David  Lindfay,  to  be 
Col.  of  the  fifty-ninth  regiment  of 
foot. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  St.  John, 
to  be  Aid  de  Camp  to  the  King. 
— Cap  tain -Lieu  tenant  JamesEIiot, 
to  be  Town-Major  of  Berwick. — 
Lieutenant-General  George  Au- 
guftus  Eliott,  to  be  Governor  of 
Gibraltar,  in  the  room  of  Edward 
Cornwallis,  deceafed, 

—  24.  Lord  Dunmore  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen  one  of  the  Sixteen 
Peers  for  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  CaiTilis,  deceafed. 

—  31.  Lately,  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Tarrant,  to  be  a  Prebendary  of 
Roche  iter. — Fennel  Hawkins,Efq; 
to  be  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Princi¬ 
pal  and  Serjeant  Surgeons  ;  and 
his  fon  George  Edward  Hawkins, 
Efq;  to  be  Surgeon  of  his  rvlajelfy^s 
Xioufliold  in  Ordinary. 

Feb.  5.  This  day,  in  purfuance 
of  the  King’s  pleafure,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Flag  Officers  of  his  Majelly’s 
Fleet  were  promoted,  viz. 

Sir  james  Douglas,  the  Right 
Hon.  George  Lord  Edgcumbe,  Sa¬ 
muel  Graves,  Efq;  William  Parry, 
Efq;  the  Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel, 
Vice- Admirals  of  the  White,  to  be 
Vice-Admirals  of  the  Red. 

John  Amherll,  Efq;  His  Royal 
Highnefs  Henry  Frederick  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  Sir  Peter  Dennis, 
Bart.  Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  Ro¬ 
bert  Man,  Efq;  Vice-Admirals  of 
the  Blue;  Clark  Gayton,  Efq; 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  to  be 
Vice-Admirals  of  the  White. 

John  Montagu,  Efq;  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Harland,  Bart.  James  Saver, 
Efq;  Rear-Admirals  of  the  P^ed  ; 
Right  Flon.  Richard  Lord  Vifcoun  t 
Howe,  Right  Hon.  Wafhington 
Earl  Ferrers,  Hugh  ^Pigot,  Efq; 
Molineux  Shulda.m,  Elq;  Rear- 


Admirals  of  the  White,  to  be  Vice- 
Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

John  Vaughan,  Efq;  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  White;  John  Lloyd, 
Efq;  Robert  Duff,  Efq;  Rear-Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be  Rear- 
Admirals  of  the  Red. 

John  Reynolds,  Efq;  Sir  Hugh. 
Pallifer,  Bart.  Rear-Admirals  of 
the  Blue,  to  be  Rear-x-^dmirals  of 
the  White. 

— •  lo.  Henry  Earl  Bathurlf, 
Chancellor  of  Great-Britain,  to 
be  High-Stevvardof  Great-Britain, 
for  the  trial  of  Elizabeth,  calling 
herfelf  Duchefs  Dowager  of  King- 
Iton,  upon  an  indiiitment  of  bigamy 
found  againft  her  by  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Middlesex. —• 
David  Rofs,  Efq;  to  be  one  of 
the  Lords  of  Seffion  of  Scotland, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  Alemoor,  de¬ 
ceafed. 

—  15.  James  Wallace,  Efq; 
Captain  in  his  Majefty’s  royal 
navy,  created  a  Knight. — Earl 
Falconberg,  to  be  a  Lord  of  the 
Bed-chamber. 

—  27.  Dr.  Robert  Knox,  from 
half-pay,  to  be  Phylician  to  the 
forces  in  North- America.— Dr. 
Hugh  Kennedy,  from  half-pay,  to 
be  ditto. 

-i-  29.  Lately,  Dr.  Pepys,  to 
be  Phyfician  extraordinary,  and 
Mr.  Gunning  and  Mr.  Hunter,  to 
be  Surgeons  extraordinary  to  the 
King’s  perfon. 

March  4.  The  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  for  Scot¬ 
land,  and  Andrew  Stuart,  Efq;  of 
Craigthorn,  to  be  Keepers  of  his 
Majdly’s  Signet  in  Scotland. 

-—13.  I'he  Flon.  Henry  Fie- 
derick  Phynne,  Elq;  to  be  Bailili' 
of  the  iiland  of  Jerfey. — Valentine 
Morris,  Efq;  lo  be  Governor  of 
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the  illand  of  St.  Vincent,  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

—  36.  Major  -  General  Guy 
Carleton,  to  be  General  in  Ame¬ 
rica  only.  Major-General  William 
Howe,  to  be  ditto.  Major-General 
Henry  Clinton,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
General  in  America  only,  Major- 
General  John  Burgoyne,  to  be 
ditto.  Major-General  Hugh  Earl 
Percy,  to  be  ditto.  Major-General 
Charles  Earl  of  Cornwallis,  to  be 
ditto.  Colonel  Eyre  MalTey,  to  be 
Major-General  in  America  only. 
Colonel  John  Vaughan,  to  be  ditto. 
Colonel  Robert  Pigott,  to  be  ditto. 
Colonel  Valentine  Jones,  to  be 
ditto.  Colonel  James  Grant,  to 
be  ditto.  Colonel  William  Phil¬ 
lips,  to  be  ditto,  Colonel  Richard 
Prefcotc,  to  be  ditto. 

—  31.  Soame  Jenyns  and  Bam- 
ber  Gafcoyne,  Efqrs.  the  Hon. 
Robert  Spencer,  Elq;  commonly 
jailed  Lord  Robert  Spencer,  Wil¬ 
liam  JolhlFe,  and  Whitlhed  Keene, 
ETqrs.  the  Hon.  Charles  Greville, 
Efq;  and  William  Eden,  Efq;  to 
be  his  Majedy’s  Commidioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations. ~-“Edward 
Earl  of  Derby,  to  be  his  Majefty’s 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
cader.- — Admiral  John  Montagu, 
to  be  Governor  and  Commander 
^n  Chief  in  and  over  the  idand  of 
'NevvJoundland,  and  of  the  idands 
cf  Madelaine  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Laurence.-TrFletcher  Norton,  Efq; 
to  be  one  of  the  Barons  of  his  Ma- 
jedy^s  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scot¬ 
land,  on  the  refignation  of  George 
Winn,  Erfq-^Jobn  Mackenzie,  of 
Delvin,Efq5  tobe  oneof  the  SixOr- 
^inaryClerksofSedion  in  Scotland^ 
and  John  Mackenzie,of  Dolphing- 
ton,  Efq;  to  beontrof  the  four  Com- 
miffaries  of  Edinburgh ;  both  places 
yacaru  by  the  promptipn  of  David 


Kofs,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  Lords 
of  Sedion.— -Walter  Sharp,  Efq;  to 
be  his  Majetty’s  Conful-Generai  in 
all  the  ports  of  the  Rullian  empire, 
in  the  room  of  Samuel  Swallow, 


Efq;  deceafed.— r-Dr.  Proby,  to  be 
Dean  of  Litchfield.-— The  Earl  of 
Radnor,  to  be  Recorder  of  the  City 
of  New-Sarum,  Wilts.— Vincent 
Matthias,  Efq;  to  be  Treafurer  to 
the  governors  of  Queen  Annex’s 
bounty,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Jeffery 
Elwes,  deceafed. 

April  2.  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
Gabriel  Chriftie,  to  be  Quarter- 
Mafter  General,  in  Canada. 

— -  5.  Richard  Perryn,  Efq;  on 
his  late  promotion  to  be  one  of  the 
Barons  of  his  Majefty’s  Exchequer, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Borland, 
created  a  Knight. 

—  30.  Lately,  James  Wallace, 
Robert  Pect,  Efqrs.  Sir  Rogeir 
Burgoyne,  Bart.  Jonas  Hanway, 
A  lexanderChorley, Thomas  Coliiy, 
and  joah  Bates,  (Private  Secretary 
to  Lord  Sandwich)  Efqrs.  to  be 
Commiffioners  for  victualling  his 
Majedy’s  Navy.— Trevor  Corry, 
Efq;  to  be  Qommidary  at  the  city 
of  Dantzick.— Horace  St.  Paul, 
Efq;  to  be  his  Majefty’s  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  ofVer- 
failles,  during  the  abfence  of  Lord 
Stormont.— Doctor  Harris,  of  the 
Commons,  to  be  Chancellor  of  the 
Piocefe  of  Winchefter.  —  John 
Maddock,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the 
King’s  Counfei. — The  Rev.  Dr, 


Porteos,  by  option  from  the  late 
Arebbilhop,  to  be  Mader  of  St, 
Crofs.— Gerard  Levinge  Van  Hen- 
thuyfen,  of  the  Chancery-Office, 
Elq;  to  be  a  Commiffioner  of  Bank¬ 
rupts,  in  the  room  of  Delme  Van 
Henthuyfen,  Efq;  refigned.-— Wil¬ 
liam  Bofeawen,  of  the  Middle- 
Temple,  Efq;  to  be  aCommifiioner 
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ofBankrapts.— The  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Came,  to  be  Prefident  of  Trinity- 
CoIl“^e,  Oxford,  in  the  room  of 
Dr,  Huddesford,  deceafed. 

Ma\  6.  Major  Thomas  Pigott,  to 
be  Chief  Engineer  of  all  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  forts  and  garrifons  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

—  7.  Richard  Lord  Vifcount 
H  owe,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  the  Hon.  William  Howe,  Eftj; 
Major-General  of  his  Majefty*s 
forces,  ard  General  of  his  Majefty^s 
forces  in  North.  America  only,  to 
be  his  Majefty*s  Commiflioners  for 
reftoring  peace  to  his  Majefty’s 
colonies  and  plantations  in  North- 
America;  and  for  granting  par¬ 
don  to  fuch  of  his  Majefty’s  fub- 
je6ls  there,  now  in  rebellion,  as 
fhall  deferve  the  royal  mercy, — 
Henry  Strachy,  to  be  Secretary  to 
the  above  commiffion. 

—  10.  The  Rev,  James  Bande- 
nell,  B.  D.  of  Jefus  College,  Oxon, 
to  be  Public  Orator  of  that  Uni- 
verfity,  in  the  room  of  the  Rev, 
Dr.  Nowell,  refigned, 

' —  II.  Sir  John  Dalrymple, 
Bart,  to  be  one  of  the  Barons  of 
his  Majefty’s  court  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  William 
Mure,  Efq;  deceafed.-«— Richard 
Moor,  M.  A,  to  be  Dean  of  Em- 
ly,  in  Ireland,  void  by  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  William  Evelyn,  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Divinity. 

— 14.  FrancisOfborne,Efq;com- 
monly  called  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then,  fummoned  up  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peer?,  by  the  ftile  and  title  of 
Baron  Ofborne,  of  Kiveton,  in  the 
county  of  York. — The  Duchefs 
of  Argyll,  to  be  a  Baronefs  of 
Great-Britain,  by  the  title  of  Ba* 
ronefs  Hamilton,  of  Hameldon, 
in  the  county  of  Lciccfter,  with  the 


dignity  of  a  Baron  to  her  heirs 
male.  And  the  dignity  of  a  Ba¬ 
ron  of  Great-Britain  was  granted 
unto  the  following  gentlemen,  and 
their  heirs  male,  viz. 

Alexander  Hume  Campbell, 
Efq;  commonly  called  Lord  Pol- 
warth,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Hume, 
of  Berwick. 

John  Stuart,  Efq;  commonly 
called  Lord  Moontftewart,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Cardiff,  of  Cardiff 
Caftle,  in  the  county  of  Glamor¬ 
gan. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Hav/kc,  of 
Towton,  in  the  county  of  York. 

The  Right  Hon.  George  On¬ 
flow,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Cranley, 
of  Ember  Court,  in  Surry. 

The  Right  Hon,  Sir  JefferyAm- 
herft,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Amherft,  of  Holmef- 
dale,  in  Kent. 

Sir  Brownlow  Cuft,  Bart,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Brownlow,  of  Bel. 
ton,  in  Lincoln, 

George  Pitt,  Efq;  by  the  title 
of  Baron  Rivers,  of  Stratfieldfay, 
in  the  county  of  Southampton. 

Nathaniel  Ryder,  £fq;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Harrowby,  of  Har- 
rowby,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 

Thomas  Foley,  Efq;  of  Great 
Witley,  in  Worcefterlhire,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Foley,  of  Kidder- 
minfter,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
cefter. 

On  the  17th,  by  a  warrant  for 
the  order  of  precedence  of  the  faid 
new.created  Peers,  and  Peerefs, 
figned  by  the  King,  the  Marquis 
of  Carmarthen  is  firft  ;  the  Duchefs 
of  Argyll,  fecond  ;  Lord  Polwarth, 
third  ;  and  Lord  Mountftewart, 
fourth.  The  patents  were  all 
[OJ  4  dated 
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dated  the  20th ;  and,  on  the  22d, 
the  Peers  took  their  places  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords. 

Major  Gen.  Simon  Frafer,  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  7 1  ft  regimentof  foot. 

---  18.  Walter  Croffer,  Efq; 
to  be  Comptroller  of  the  duties  of 
excife  in  Scotland. 

— “  20.  Thomas  Daws,  Efq;  to 
be  Secretary  to  Lord  George  Ger¬ 
maine,  in  the  room  of  John  Pow- 
rial,  Eiq;  who  refigned  ;  and  fopn 
after,  Mr.  Pownal  was  appointed 
a  Commiffioner  of  the  excife. 

— "  28.  The  Earl  of  Holdernefs, 
Governor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Bilhop  of  Ofnabargh  ;  theBi- 
ihop  of  Cheker,  Preceptor;  Leo¬ 
nard  Smelt,  Efq;  Sub-governor  ; 
and  Charles  Jackfon,  Efq;  Sub¬ 
preceptor,  refigned  their  refpedlive 
offices.  Lord  Bruce  was  imme¬ 
diately  appointed  Governor  ;  bjc 
reiigned  within  a  few  days. 

— -  29.  Trevor  Corry,  Efq; 
Conimiiiary  and  Conful  to  the 
republic  of  Dantzic,  created  a 
Knight, 

—  31.  Lately,  Sir  David  Dal- 
rymple,  Bart,  to  be  a  Lord  judi¬ 
ciary  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Colflon,  refjgned.— Francis 
Garden,  Efq;  to  be  a  Lord  julti- 
ciary  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Pitfour,  refigned. — George 
Hamilton,  Efq;  to  be  a  Baron  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  in  the  room 
of  William  Scott,  Efq;  deceafed. 

* — Jacob  Reynardfon,  Efq;  to  be  a 
Clerk  of  the  Privy  Seal,  in  the 
room  of  William  Fleming,  Efq; 
deceafedo 

June  I.  John  Eliot,  M.  D. 
created  a  Knight. — The  Rev.  Jo- 
fp,ph  Chapman,  to  be  Prefident  of 
I’rinity  College,  Oxford. 

8.  The  Duke  of  Montagu, 
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to  be  Governor;  Richard,  Lord 
Bifhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry, 
Preceptor  ;  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
George  Hotham,  Sub-Governor; 
and  the  Rev.  William  Arnold, 
B.  D.  Sub-Preceptor  to  thejr 
Royal  Highnefies  George  Auguf- 
tus  Frederick,  Piince  of  Wales, 
and  Prince  Frederick,  Bifhop  of 
Ofnaburgh.  —  The  Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Bruce,  created  an  Earl  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  name,  ftile, 
and  title  of  Earl  of  Ailefbury,  in 
the  county  of  B uckingham. — -The 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord  Hyde, 
the  fame,  by  the  name,  fiile, 
and  title  of  Earl  of  Clarendon, — - 
The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Lord 
Trevor,  created  a  Vifcounc  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  name,  File, 
and  title  of  yifcount  Hampden,  of 
Great  and  Little  Hampden,  in  the 
county  of  B uckingham. 

—  13.  The  Earl  of  Eglinton  was 
chofen  one  of  the  fixteen  Peers  for 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  John 
Earl  of  Strathmore.. 

1 

—  30.  Lately,  The  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Bruce,  to  be  of  his  Majelly’s 
moft  honourable  Privy  Council.-— 
Chrifiopher  D’Oyly,’ Efq;  to  be 
Commifiary  -  General  and  Chief 
Mufier-Mailer  of  all  his  Majelly’s 
forces. 

July  2.  The  following  dignities 
were  granted,  viz.  Tfie 
of  an  Earl  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land,  to  them  and  their  heirs  male, 
unto 

WilmotLordVifcount  Lifburne, 
of  the  faid  kingdom,  by  the  title 
of  Earl  of  Lifburne,  in  the  county 
of  Antrim. 

Edward  Lord  Vifeount  Idgo- 
nier,  by  the  title  of  Earl  Ligonier, 
of  Clonmell,  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary. 

Lord 


) 
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Lord  Vifcount  Clanwilliam,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  of  Clanwilliam, 
in  the  county  of  Corke. 

Robert  Lord  Vifcount  Clare,  by 
the  title  of  Ear]  Nugent,  with  re¬ 
mainder  to  George  Nugent  Gren¬ 
ville,  Efq;  of  Wotton  under  Barn- 
wood,  in  thecounty  ofBuckingham. 

William  Lord  Vifcount  Crofbie, 
by  the  title  of  Earl  of  Glandore,  in 
the  county  of  Corke. 

The  dignity  of  a  Vifcount  of  the 
kini^dom  of  Ireland,  to  them  and 
their  heirs  male,  unto 

The  Right  Elon.  Thomas 
George,  Baron  Southwell,  by  the 
title  of  Vifcount  Southwell,  of 
Caftle  Mattrefs,  in  the  county  of 
Limerick. 

The  Right  lion.  Thomas  Baron 
Knapton,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
de  Vefci,  of  Abbeyleix,  in  the 
Queen’s  county. 

'The  Right  Hon.  William 
Willoughby,  Baron  Mount  Flo¬ 
rence,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount  En- 
nifeilien,  in  the  county  of  Ferma¬ 
nagh. 

The  Right  Hon.  Francis  Baron 
Orwell,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
Orwel). 

The  Right  Hon.  John  Baron 
Bal  tinglafs,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
Aldborough,  of  the  palatinate  of 
Upper  Ormond. 

I’he  Ricjht  Hon.  William  Henrv 
Baron  Clermont,  by  the  title  of 
Vifcount  Clermont,  of  Clermont, 
in  the  county  of  Louth;  with  re¬ 
mainder  of  Vifcount  and  Baron 
unto  the  Right  Hon.  James  For- 
tefeue,  of  Ravenfdale  Park  in  the 
county  of  Louth,  and  brother  to 
the  faid  Lord  Clermont. 

'The  dignity  of  Baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  them  and 
their  heirs  male,  upto 

"i'lie.  Rigiit  Hon.  Sir  Thomas 
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Maude,  Bart,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
de  Montalt  of  Hawarden,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  George 
Macartney,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Macartney,  of  LilTanoure,  in  the 
county  of  Antrim. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Archibald 
Achefon,  Bart,  by  the  title  of  Ba¬ 
ron  Gosford,  of  Market-hill,  in 
the  county  of  Armagh. 

The  Right  Hon.  Ralph  Howard, 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Clonmore,  of 
Clonmore  Caflle,  in  the  county  of 
Carlow. 

Sir  Richard  Philipps,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Milford. 

Sir  Thomas  Wynn,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Newborough,  of 
Newborough. 

Sir  Charles  Bingham,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Lucan,  of  CalUebar, 
in  the  county  of  Mayo. 

Sir  Alexander  Macdonald,  by 
the  name  of  Baron  Macdonaldj^ 
of  Slate,  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

Sir  William  Mayne,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Newhaven,  of 
Carrick  Mayne,  in  the  county  of 
Dublin. 

James  Agar,  Efq;  by  the  title  ' 
of  Baron  of  Clifden,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. 

William  Edwarder,  Efq;  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Weftcote,  of 
Balamare,  in  the  county  of  Long¬ 
ford. 

Pv.obert  Henley  Ongley,  Efq;  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Ongley,  of  Old 
V/arden,  in  Ireland. 

Molyneux  Shu  Id  ham,  Efq;  Vice- 
Ad  miral  of  the  Blue  fquaciron  of 
his  Majefty’s  fleet,  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Shuldham. 

John  Bourke,  E!q;  of  Piimer- 
flown,  in  the  county  of  Kildare, 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Naas,  of 
Naas,  in  the  faid  county. 

Sei'uleger 
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Sentleger  Sen,tleger,  Efqjbythe 
title  of  Baron  Doneraile,  of  Do- 
iieraile,  in  the  county  of  Corke. 

Clotworthy  Upton,  Efq;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Templetown,  in  the 
county  of  Antrim. 

Hugh  MaiTey,  Efq;  by  the  tide 
of  Baron  Maffey,  of  Duntrylergue, 
in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

—  6,  Guy  Carleton,  Efq;  Cap¬ 
tain-General  and  Governor  in 
chief  of  his  Majefty’s  province  of 
Quebec,  General  and  Commander 
in  chief  of  all  his  Majeily’s  forces 
in  the  faid  province,  and  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  provinces  border¬ 
ing  thereupon,  created  a  Knight 
of  the  Bath.— -John  Hamilton,  of 
Marlborough-Houfe,  Portfmoath, 
in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
Efq^  Captain  of  his  Majehy’s 
Blip  Heftor,  created  a  Baronet  of 
Great  Britain. 

-—9.  Captain  Charles  Lyons, 
to  be  Town- Major  of  Halifax.-™^ 
Lieutenant  William  Spaight,  to 
be  Afllftant Deputy  Qaarter-Maller 
General  in  North  America.— Lieu¬ 
tenant- Colonel  James  Paterion,  to 
be  Adjutant  -  General  in  North 
America. -—Doflor  Jonathan  Mal¬ 
let,  to  be  Chief  Surgeon  to  the 
Hofpital  in  North  America. 

—  id.  John  Udney,  Efq;  to  be. 
Conful  at  Leghorn,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  John  Dick,  Bart,  and  Robert 
Richie,  Efq;  Conful  at  Venice,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Udney.— Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  George  Clerk,  of 
the  43d  Foot,  to  be  Barrack- 
Mailer  General,  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica.— Lieutenant  John  Bowen, 
from  half  pay,  to  be  Fourier  to  the 
army,  in  North  America.-— -Wil¬ 
liam  Cunningham,  Gent,  to  be 
Pro'colLMarfhab  North  Ame¬ 
rica,, 


—31.  Lately,  John  Bourke, 
John  Beresford,  John  Monck  Ma- 
fon,  Richard  Townfend,  James 
Agar,  Hercules  Langrilhe,  and 
Robert  Waller,  Rfqrs.  to  be  Com- 
miffioners  of  revenue,  in  Ireland, 
—Henry  Loftus,  Edward  Tighe, 
St.  John  Jeiferyes,  Richard  Haly 
Hutchinfon,  and  Edward  Belling¬ 
ham  Swan,  Efqrs.  to  be  Com- 
miffioners  of  accounts,  and  alfo 
Commiffioners  of  {lamps  for  that 
kingdom.  —  William  Chapman, 
Rfq;  Clerk  of  the  Crown  ;  and 
Ponfonby  Moore,  Thomas  St. 
George,  Thomas  Tifdall,  Hugh 
Henry  Mitchel,  William  Burton, 
James  Cavendifii,  and  William 
Hardwick,  Efqrs.  to  be  Commif- 
lioners  of  barracks. 

Aug.  24.  The  dignity  of  a  Ba¬ 
ronet  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  to  them  and  their  heirs  male, 
was  granted  unto 

George  Winne,  of  Little  War- 
ley,  in  the  county  of  Eifex,  Efq; 
and  late  one  of  the  Barons  of  his 
Majeily’s  court  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland, 

Herbert  Mackworth,  of  the 
Gnoll,  in  the  county  of  Glamor¬ 
gan,  Efq; 

James  Laroche,  of  Over,  in  the 
parilh  of  Almondibury,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  Efq; 

Henry  Peyton,  of  Doddington, 
in  the  Ifie  of  Ely,  Efq; 

George  Baker,  Dodlor  of  Phy- 
fick,  and  Phyfician  in  Ordinary  to 
her  Majeily, 

Mr.  Robert  Halifax  and  Mr, 
Edward  Holdich,  to  be  joint  Apo¬ 
thecaries  to  his  Majeily’s  houfe- 
hold.— Benjamin  Wheeler,  D.  D, 
to  be  Regius  ProfelTor  of  Divinity 
in  the  Univerlity  of  Oxford,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  Canonry  of  Chrift 

Church 
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Church  in  the  faid  Univerfity,  m 
the  room  of  Dodlor  Edward  Ben- 
tham,  deceafed. 

Sept.  10.  Robert  Eden,  Efq; 
Governor  ofMaryland,  &c.  created 
a  Baronet,  with  remainder  to  him 
and  his  heirs  male, — William  Dal- 
rymple,  Efq;  to  be  Captain  Com¬ 
mandant  of  a  corps  of  infantry. 

—  13.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bowyer, 
to  be  upper  Grammar-Mafter  of 
ChrilVs  Hofpital,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Whalley,  religned  ;  and  Mr. 
Field,  to  be  under  Mailer. 

— p- 20.  The  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Flood,  Efq;  to  be  of  his  Majeily’s 
Privy  Council. -«-The  Right  Hon. 
Hans  Stanley,  to  be  Cofferer  to 
his  Majeity’s  houfehold,  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Jere¬ 
miah  Dyfon,  deceafed. — Dr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Bray,  to  be  a  Prebendary  of 
St.  George’s  Chapel,  Windfor,  on 
the  reiignation  of  Dr.  King,  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  Deanry  of  St.  Ennau, 
in  the  diocefe  of  Raphoe,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  30.  Lately,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Jones,  of  Windfor,  to  be  Bifhop 
ofKilmore,  in  Ireland, — William 
Hewitt,  Efq;  a  CommiiTioner  for 
fettling  the  differences  in  the  late 
fales  of  lands  at  the  Grenades. 
—Samuel  Black,  Efq;  to  be  Re¬ 
corder  of  Leeds.— Lord  William 
Gordon,  brother  to  the  Duke  of 
Gordon,  to  be  Lord  Vice  Admi¬ 
ral  of  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
the  Earl  of  March. — John  Clark, 
Efq;  to  be  Governor  General  of 
the  province  of  Senegambia,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant 
of  the  African  corps  at  Senegal, 
in  the  room  of  Colonel  Charles 
O’Hara,  who  refigns.  — Edward 
Byam,  Efq;  to  be  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  yice-Admiralty  in  Anti¬ 
gua,  in  the  room  of  Robert  Chrif- 


tian,  Efq;  deceafed. — Capt.  Henry 
Bowyer,  of  the  19th  regiment, 
to  be  Deputy  Adjutant-General 
in  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  Paterfon. — The  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Lothian  to  be  Colonel 
of  the  2d  troop  of  horfe-guards, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  Cadogan, 
deceafed. — The  Right  Honourable 
Charles  Jenkinfon,  Clerk  of  the 
Pells  in  Ireland,  to  be  Maker- 
worker  of  the  Mint,  in  the  room 
of  the  Hon.  Sloan  Cadogan,  now 
Lord  Cadogan, 

0(k.  B.  Lieutenant-General'Lord 
Robert  Bertie,  to  be  Captain  and 
Colonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of 
horfe  guards,  in  the  ro6m  of  Lord 
Cadogan,  deceafed. — Col.  Wil¬ 
liam  Faucitt,  to  be  Governor  of 
Gravefend  and  Tilbury. — Major 
Heqry  Caldwell,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  America  only. — Cap¬ 
tain  William  Pawletc,  to  be  Cap¬ 
tain  of  an  independent  company 
of  invalids  at  Jerfey. 

—  II.  John  Home,  Efq;  of 
the  county  of  Berwick,  was  ferved 
and  returned  heir  male  to  the  Earl 
of  Dunbar,  before  the  Sheriff  and 
a  refpe£lable  jury.  This  title  had 
lain  dormant  for  a  great  number 
of  years. — The  Marquis  of  Lo¬ 
thian,  created  a  Knighi  of  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  thiftle,  in  the  room  of 
the  late  Lord  Cathcart,  deceafed. 

—  13.  1  he  Hon.  Sir  William 
Howe,  Major-General  of  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  forces,  and  General  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces  in  North  America, 
created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  in 
the  room  of  Lord  Onflow,  de- 
ceafed. 

—  18.  Lord  Mansfield,  created 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  in  the  county 
of  Nottingham,  with  remainder  to 
the  heirs  male  of  his  father. 

—  31.  Lately,  Morton  Eden, 

Efq; 
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Efq;  to  be  Minifter  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria,  and 
Minifter  to  the  Diet  of  Ratifbon.— 
James  Harris,  jun.  Efq;  to  be 
Envoy  Extraordinary,  and  Mini- 
lier  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruffia. — Hugh  Elliot, 
Efq;  to  be  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
and  Miniiler  Plenipotentiary,  to 
the  court  of  Berlin.— -Plorace  St. 
Paul,  Efq;  to  be  Envoy  Extra¬ 
ordinary  to  the  court  of  Sweden. 
«=— George  Cooke,  Efq;  to  be 
Agent  and  Conful-General  at  Tri¬ 
poli.— ’Lord  Onflow,  to  be  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  Cuflos  Rotulorum  of 
Surry.— William  Matthew  Burt, 
Efq;  to  be  Governor  so  Chief  of 
the  Leeward  and  Caribbee  iflands, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Ralph  Payne, 
Knight  of  the  Bath.— The  Earl  of 
Breadalbane,  to  be  Vice-Admiral 
of  Scotland,— The  Earl  of  March, 
to  be  Lord  High  Commiffioner  to 
the  General  Affembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  and  firfl  Lord  Com- 
iiiiliioner  qf  the  Police  in  Scotland, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  Cathcart,  de- 
ceafed.— Alexander  Kincaid,  Efq; 
to  be  Lord  Provoft  of  Edinburgh. 
— R-obert  Donald,  Pifq;  to  be 
Lord  Provofl:  of  Glafgovv.— The 
Rev.  Dr.  Plorne,  to  be  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  the  Univeriity  of 
Oxford,  in  the  room  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Fothergiil,  reiigned.  — Wei- 
bore  Ager,  Efq;  to  be  a  Com- 
miffioner  of  cultoms.  —  Heneage 
Legge,  Efq;  to  be  a  Commiflioner 
of  excife.— Henry  B unbury,  and 
Thomas  Bowlby,  Efqrs.  to  be 
Comptrollers  of  the  army  accounts. 
—Mr.  Benfon,  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Speed,  de- 
ceafed.— ’Edward  Bayntun,  Efq; 
now  his  Majejly’s  Conful  General 
at  Tripoli,  to  be  his  Agent  and 


Conful  General  at  Algiers.— Wil¬ 
liam  Cornwall,  Efq;  Member  for 
Leominfter,  in  the  room  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Hill,  Efq;  deceafed.  —  Dr. 
Cadogan,  to  be  Infpedtor- Gene». 
ral  of  the  mad-houfes.— Thomas 
PWance,  Efq;  Barriller  at  Law,  of 
the  Middle  Temple,  to  be  Re¬ 
corder  of  Kingfton,  in  the  room  of 
Elliot  Bifliop,  Efq;  deceafed. — . 
Lord  Povvis,  to  be  Recorder  of  the 
town  and  borough  of  Ludlow,  in 
Salop.— His  Excellency  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Noailles,  AmbalTador  from 
France  to  this  court.— Henry  Pel¬ 
ham,  Efq;  a  Commiffioner  of  the 
Vid,ualling-Office,  in  the  room  of 
R.  Pett,  Efq;  deceafed. 

Nov.  14.  The  Earl  of  Gaffilis, 
to  be  one  of  tiie  iixteen  Peers  of 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Cathcart,  deceafed. 

—  19.  Major  Nevinfon  Poole, 
tobe  Lieutenaht-  Governor  of  Pen- 
dennis'CaflIe.— Richard  Prefcott, 
to  be  Colonel  of  the  feventh  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot. 

• — 22. 1’he  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
fliire,  to  be  Lieutenant-General 
and  General-Governor  of  his  Ma« 
jefly’s  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  30.  Lately,  John  Clavering, 
Efq;  Lieutenant-General  of  his 
M<*jefty’s  forces,  to  be  a  Knight 
of  the  Bath.’ — Dr.  Charles  Mor¬ 
ton,  to  be  Principal  Librarian  to 
the  Britiffi  Mufeum,  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Maty,  deceafed.— Wyrriot 
Owen,  Efq;  to  be  Governor  of 
Milford  Haven,  and  all  the  forts 
dependent  thereon.- — Lord  Cath¬ 
cart,  Secretary  to  Lord  Stormont 
at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  ap¬ 
pointed  Ambaffador  to  the  court  of 
Ruffia,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Robert 
Gunning. — >John  CoihH,  Efq;  to 
be  his  Maje^iy^s  Conful  at  Genoa, 
in  the  room  of  lames  Hoi  ford. 
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Efqj  deceafed. — Lord  Fowls,  to  be 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 

Montgomery. - The  Rev.  Mr. 

Evans,  to  be  Matter  of  the  Holy 
Gholt  Chapel,  near  Bafingftoke, 
Hants. 

Dec.  19.  The  P.ev.  William 
Cooper,  D.  Di  to  be  Archdeacon 
of  the  cathedral  church  of  Sti  Pe¬ 
ter,  in  York,  and  Prebendary  of 
Northvvell,  in  the  faid  cathedral, 
both  in  his  Majefty’s  gift,  by  the 
death  of  the  Archbifhop  of  York. 

—  21.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Markham,  Bifhop  of  Chefter, 
to  be  Archbifhop  of  York,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  Robert  Drummond, 
deceafed. 

—  31.  Lately,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Beilby  Porteus,  Bidiop  of  Chefter, 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  Markham, 
tranflated  to  thci^e  of  York. — The 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Shute  Barrington, 
Bifhop  of  LlandafF,  to  be  a  Prebend 
of  St.  George’s  Chapel,  Windfor, 
void  by  the  reftgnation  of  Dr.  John 
Douglas,  who  fticceeds  the  Bi¬ 
fhop,  as  Canon  Refidentiary  of  St. 
Paul’s. — The  Rev.  Andrew  Cheap, 
M.  A.  to  be  a  Prebend  in  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Peter,  York,  void 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Gilbert. — Dr. 
L^wis  Bagot,  to  be  Dean  of  Chrift 
Church,  Oxford,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Markham. — John  Alhby,  Wil¬ 
liam  Randall,  and  Thomas  Ken- 
nerfley,  Efqrs.  to  be  Prothonota- 
ries  and  Clerks  of  the  Crown  in 
the  counties  of  Denbigh  and  Mont¬ 
gomery. — Welbore  Ellis  Agar  and 
William  Hay,  Efqrs.  to  be  Com- 
milhoners  of  Culloms,  in  the  room 
of  Henry  Banks  and  Samuel  Mead, 
Efqrs.  deceafed. — Edward  White- 
houfe,  Efq;  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
robes  and  wardrobes  of  his  Ma- 
jefty. — Mr.  Heron,  of  Grofvenor- 
iquare,  to  be  Principal  Secretary 
to  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamlliire, 


Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. — Ro¬ 
bert  M'Queen,  Efq;  Advocate,  to 
be  one  of  the  Lords  of  Council  and 
Seffion  of  Scotland,  in  the  place 
of  the  late  Lord  Coalfton. — John 
Day,  Efq;  to  be  Advocate-Gene¬ 
ral  to  the^Eaft-India  Company  in 
Bengal,  with  a  falary  of  3000 1,  per 
annum,  and  the  fum  of  15C0I.  al¬ 
lowed  him  for  the  expences  of  his 
paftage.— The  Rev.  Dr.  Butler, 
Chaplain  to  the  Hon.  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  be  one  of  the  Chap¬ 
lains  to  the  King,  in  the  room  of 
the  Rev,  Dr.  Beilby  Porteus.-— 
Dr.  Horfley,  to  be  Secretary  to  the 
Royal  Society,  in  the  room  of  Dr. 
Maty,  deceafed. — -Mr.  Planta,  to 
be  Undersecretary,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Horftey. — Mr.  Robertfon,  to 
be  Librarian  to  the  Royal  Society,  in 
the  room  of  his  father,  deceafed. 
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Jan.  I.  Charles  Milborne,  Efq; 
of  Wonaftow,  in  Monmouthftiire, 
brother-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Ox¬ 
ford. 

3.  Capt.  Berry,  of  the  royal  navy. 

5.  Mifs  Mary  Anne  Bunce,  only- 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  Sir  James. 
Bunce,  of  Kerning,  in  Kent,  Bart. 

6.  Andrew  Pringle  of  Alemoor, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Senators  of  the 
college  of  Juftice,  in  Scotland,  at 
Hawkhill,  in  the  fame  kingdom. 

James  Montrefor,  Efq;  Engi¬ 
neer  and  Colonel  in  the  army,  at 
New  Gardens,  near  Green-ftreet, 
in  Kent. 

The  Hon.  William  Hervcy,  fon. 
of  John,  Earl  of  Briftol,  and  uncle 
to  the  prefen  t  Earl. 

11.  John  Barker,  Efq;  Rear 
Admiral  of  the  White,  at  Bath. 

12.  Chriftopher  Griftiih,  Efq* 
Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the  county 
of  Berks. 

Capt. 
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Capt.  Aver^,  formerly  of  the 
jPloyal  Navy,  but  late  on  half-pay, 

13.  Lady  Irwine,  relid  of  the 
late  Lieutenant-Geneial  Alexan¬ 
der  Irwine,  and  mother  to  the  pre- 
fent  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
Irwine,  K.  B, 

14.  William  Strode,  Efq;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces,  and  Colonel  of  the  6zd  re¬ 
giment  of  foot,  in  Gerard-ftreet, 
Soho. 

The  Hon.  William  AuguHus 
Montague,  fecond  fon  of  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  member  for  the 
town  of  Huntingdon. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Cornwallis, 
Lieutenant-General  of  hi-s  Ma- 
jefty’s  forces.  Colonel  of  the  24th 
regiment  of  foot,  and  Governor 
of  Gibraltar,  at  Bird-place,  in 
Hertfordihire.  He  was  brother  to 
the  Archbifhopof  Canterbury,  and 
uncle  to  the  Earl  of  Cornwallis. 

16.  Lord  Blantyre,  at  Erfeine, 
in  Scotland. 

John  Owen,  Efq;  Lieutenant- 
General  of  his  Majefty’s  forces. 

17.  Lieutenant  -  Colonel  James 
Provoft,  Colonel-Commandant  of 
the  fird  battalion  of  the  Royal 
American  regiment  of  foot. 

Prince  Pio,  a  grandee  of  Spain, 
at  Madrid. 

1 8.  The  Countefs  ofWeflmeath, 
mother  of  the  prefent  Earl,  in 
prance, 

22.  Mrs.  Catharine  Blunt,  filler 
of  Sir  Charles  Blunt,  Barr, 

25.  Sir  Henry  Chamberlayne, 
Bart,  by  whofe  death  the  title  is 
extin6l. 

26.  Charles  Offspring  Blackhall, 
Efq;  fon  of  Dr,  Offspring  Black¬ 
ball,  formerly  Bifhop  of  Exeter. 

27.  Sir  John  Charlton,  Bart,  of 
Apley  Caflle,  in  Shropfhire. 

30,  Lately,  Capt.  Kenneth, 


Mackenzie,  fon  of  thelate  Sir  Ken-! 
neth  Mackenzie,  Bart,  at  Bengal. 

Mrs.  Honora  Browne,  mother  of 
General  Browne,  in  the  Auftrian 
fervice. 

Feb.  I.  The  Earl  of  Radnor,  in 
the  51ft  year  of  his  age.  His 
Lordfhip  is  fucceeded  in  title  and 
eftate,  by  his  eldell  fon,  member 
for  New  Sarum. 

3.  Charles  O'Hara,  Efq;  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  Armagh, 
in  Ireland. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Sydney 
Stafford  Smythe,  Knight,  one  of 
the  Barons  of  Exchequers 

5.  Sir  James  Kinloch  Nevoy, 
Bart. 

The  Hon.  George  Well,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Delawar. 

7.  John  Delme,  Efq;  brother 
to  Lady  Ravenfworth,  at  the  De¬ 
vizes. 

11.  Sir  William  Hanham,  Bart, 
of  Dean’s-court,  in  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Dorfetlhire  militia,  Deputy-Lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  one  of  his  Majefty's 
juflices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid 
county,  at  Bath. 

12.  Charles  Sigifmond,  Baron 
de  Starck,  at  Oxford. 

13.  James  Jefferies,  Efq;  one 
of  the  Commiffoners  of  the  Cuf- 
toms. 

Lewis  Charles  Montolieu,  Efqi 
late  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  fe¬ 
cond  troop  of  horl'e-guards. 

14.  Thomas  Radcliffe,  LL.  D^ 
Judge  of  the  Confiftory  Court  of 
Dublin,  and  member  of  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Canice,  in  the 
county  of  Kilkenny. 

Mrs.  Tyrwhit,  filler  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Tyrwhit,  of  Stainfield,  ia 
Lincolnlhire. 

15.  The  Countefs  of  Salilbury. 

19.  Mrs,  Corbet,  a  maidea 
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lady,  daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Richard  Corbet,  Bart. 

70.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Addington, 
Dean  of  Litchfield,  at  his  deanry- 
houfe  in  that  city. 

The  Hon.  Richard  Rochford 
Mervyn,  Efq;  brother  to  the  Earl 
of  Belvedere,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  borough  of  Philipftown, 
and  late  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
35th  regiment  of  foot, 

Charles  Dowdefwell,  Efq;  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the  late  Right  Hon. 
William  Dowdefwell,  Efq;  at  Mar- 
feilles. 

The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Carte¬ 
ret,  Earl  Granville,  Vifcount  Car¬ 
teret,  and  Bailey  of  the  Ifle  of 
Jerfey. 

22.  The  Rev.  James  Gayer, 
D.  D.  grandfon  of  the  late  Sir 
Robert  Gayer,  Knightof  the  Bath, 
at  LiiTon -green,  Paddington. 

23.  The  Right  Hon.  Edward 
Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby,  in  the 
86th  year  of  his  age.  His  Lord- 
Ihip  is  fucceeded  in  title  and  eftate 
by  Lord  Stanley,  his  grandfon, 
member  in  the  prefent  parliament 
for  Lancalhire. 

24.  Sir  Richard  Philips,  Bart, 
at  his  feat  at  Piclon-Caftle,  near 
Haverfordweft. 

Sir  William  Mannock,  Bart,  of 
Gifford’s-hall,  Suffolk. 

28.  Lord  Hobart,  only  fon  of 
the  Earl  of  Buckinghamlhire. 

29.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Barrett, 
filler  of  the  late  Governor  Fitz- 
william,  and  mother  of  Michael 
Barrett,  Efq;  of  Park-llreet,  Well- 
minder. 

Sir  John  Eurland,  Knight,  one 
of  the  Barons  of  his  Majefty’s  court 
of  Exchequer,  fuddenly,  at  his 
houfe  in  Great  George-dreet,  Weft- 
minder. 

Mar.  I.  The  Lady  o  1  Colonel 
Amherft,  at  Bath. 

6,  Mrs.  Mauger,  wife  of  Jolhua 


Mauger,  Efq;  member  for  Poole, 
in  Dorfetlhire. 

8.  Lady  MargaretStanley,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  and 
Countefs  ofDerby,  at  Knutsford. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Trefufis,  filter 
to  the  late  Lord  St.  John. 

16.  The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hoadly, 
Chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Win- 
cheller.  Mailer  of  St,  Crofs,  near 
that  city,  Redlor  of  St.  Mary’s, 
in  Southampton,  and  of  Alresford, 
near  that  place,  at  Southampton. 

17.  Lady  Pole,  widow  of  Sir 
John  Pole,  Bart,  and  wife  of 
George  Clavering,  Efq;  in  Ber- 
ner’s-ilreet. 

18.  Lady  Curzon,  relid  of  Sir 
Nathaniel  Curzon,  in  Dover- 
llreet. 

The  Right  Hon.  John  de  Cour- 
cy.  Lord  Baron  of  Kinfale,  The 
Lords  of  this  barony  have  a  pri¬ 
vilege  fuperior  to  that  of  any  no¬ 
bleman  in  this  realm,  viz.  that  of 
keeping  their  hats  on  in  the  royal 
prefence :  a  privilege  given  to  them 
fome  centuries  ago. 

21.  Daniel  Chevenix,  Efq; 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Commandant 
of  the  Royal  Irifh  regiment  of  ar¬ 
tillery, in  Dominick-ilreet,  Dublin.^ 

William  Mure,  Efq;  of  Cald- 
wall,  in  Scotland,  one  of  the  Ba¬ 
rons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Scot¬ 
land,  at  Edinburgh. 

Henry  Knoller,  Efq;  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  Attorney-General  for  Que¬ 
bec,  and  eldell  fon  of  Godfrey 
Knoller,  Efq;  of  Donheda-hail, 
Wilts,  in  Surry-ftreet. 

The  Lady  of  the  Bilhop  of  Ely, 
in  Piertford-ftreet,  May-fair, 

25.  The  Earl  of  Strathmore,  one 
of  the  lixteen  Peers  for  Scotland, 
on  his  palTage  to  Lifoon,  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

21.  The  Rev.  William  Evelyn, 
D.  D.  Vicar  of  Trim,  Redtor  of 
Clonallan,  Chancellor  of  Dro- 

more. 
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inore.  Dean  of  Emly,  and  Chap¬ 
lain  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 

29.  Lady  Ayfcough,  fiRer  to 
the  late  Lord  Lyttelton,  and  relid 
of  the  late  Dr.  Ayfcough,  Dean 
of  Bridol,  in  Lifle-hreet,  Leicef- 
ter-fields. 

William  Gordon,  Efq;  one  of 
the  Commijffioners  of  the  Vidual- 
ling-Office. 

Sir  Edward  Barrv,  Bart.  M.  D. 
F,  R,  S.  Phylician-General  to  his 
Majeflyhs  forces,  in  Ireland,  and  a 
Member  of  the  Irilh  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

John  Gower,  Efq;  fon  to  the 
late  Sir  Samuel  Gower,  in  Gower’s- 
Gardens,  Goodman’s-fields, 

Jofeph  Martin,  Efq;  member  of 
parliament  for  Tewkefbury.  He 
ierved  the  office  of  Sheriff  for  Lon¬ 
don  and  Middlefex  in  1771. 

April  I.  John  Fortefcue,  Efq; 
at  Penwerne,  in  Cornwall,  coufin- 
german  to  Lord  Fortefcue,  of  Caf- 
tle-hill,  Devonffiire. 

3,  Count  d’Oyenhaufen,  Great 
Huntfmaa  of  the  eledorate  of  Ha¬ 
nover, 

4,  The  Lady  of  Sir  Archibald 
Edraonftone,  Bart,  of  Argyle- 
ffreet. 

5,  The  Plon.  Mailer  Digby,  fe- 
cond  fon  of  Lord  Digby,  at  Can¬ 
terbury. 

Lady  Trevannion,  widow  of  Sir 
Harry  Trevannion,  and  daughter 
of  Sir  Rowland  Watts,  Bart,  of 
Worceilerfhire,  in  the  76th  year  of 
her  age,  at  Bath. 

II.  Wenrnan  Coke,  Efq;  mem¬ 
ber  for  Norfolk,  and  Surveyor  of 
the  Woods  belonging  to  the  Crown 
in  the  dutchy  of  Lancader. 

jg.  —  Wellard,  Efq;  Cap¬ 
tain  in  the  Navy,  and  one  of  the 
Jurats  of  that  town,  at  Dover. 

19.  The  Hon.  William  Scott, 


Second  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  ia 
Ireland. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hartpole,  wife 
of  Robert  Hartpole,  Efq;  eighth 
daughter  of  Lord  Baltinglafs, 

20.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Jane 
Bridges,  of  Charles-fireet,  Berk- 
ley-iquare.  Her  Ladyfhip  was 
daughter  of  John  Marquis  of  Car¬ 
narvon,  eldeff  fon  of  James  firff 
Duke  of  Chandos. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  George  Huddef- 
ford,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age, 
at  Trinity-College,  Oxford,  of 
which  he  had  been  prefident  forty- 
five  years. 

25.  William  Fleming,  Efq;  a 
Colonel  in  the  Guards,  in  Ben- 
tinck-llreet. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Lord 
Vifeount  Pdtzwilliam,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  a  Privy-Counfellor  of 
Ireland,  and  F.  R,  S.  at  Mount 
Merrion  in  that  kingdom. 

26.  Patrick  Prefton,  Efq;  eldeff 
fon  of  Sir  George  Prefton,  Bart, 
at  Valleyfield,  in  Fifelhire,  Scot¬ 
land. 

Lady  Vanbrugh,  aged  90,  reliT 
of  the  celebrated  Sir  John  Van<*» 
brugh. 

30,  The  Grand-Duchefs  of  RuL 
fia,  Petrowna  Alexiewna,  at  St, 
PeterPuurgh. 

Lately,  Mrs.  Hayter,  daughter 
of  Dr. '  Hayter,  late  Bifhop  of 
London. 

Jacob  Weeden,  Efq;  formerly 
Governor  of  Bombay,  atBrentford* 

Mrs.  Anketail,  filler  to  Lord 
BeJIamont,  in  Ireland, 

Mr.  Livingftone,  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  Continental  Congrefs, 
at  New-York, 

Frederick  Hollingfvvorth,  Efq; 
late  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
third  regiment  of  foot-guards. 

John  Dee^  Efq;  an  officer  in 
the  fervice  of  the  India  Company,- 

and 
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and  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  ca¬ 
valry,  at  Tanjour,  in  the  Eail- 
Jndies.  His  death  was  occafioned 
by  a  wound  he  received  at  the  fiege 
of  that  city. 

Mrs.  Latton,  wife  of  William 
Latton,  Efq  ;  his  late  Majefty’s 
Envoy,  and  Conful-General  to  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Alexander  Mackenzie,  Efq ;  who 
was  upwards  of  thirty  years  Knight 
of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of  Rofs 
in  Scotland. 

Lady  Margaret  Stanley,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  and 
Countefs  of  Derby. 

The  lady  of  Colonel  Amherfl. 

May  I.  John  Haynes,  Efq;  of 
the’^ecretary  of  State’s  Office,  and 
one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Signet. 

The  Right  Hon.  Anthony  Ma¬ 
lone,  reprefen tative  in  parliament 
for  the  County  of  Weftmeath,  and 
one  of  his  Majehy’s  Privy-Council, 
in  Ireland. 

4.  Sir  John  Barrington,  Bart, 
late  member  for  the  Borough  of 
Newtown,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  in 
James-Street,  Bedford-Row. 

7.  Maria  Jofephina  Anna  Au- 
gufta,  daughter  of  Charles  VII. 
Emperor  of  the  Romans,  filler  to 
the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria,  and  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Auguftus  George  Simpert, 
Margrave  of  Bade  Bade, of  an  apo- 
pletic  fit,  at  Munich. 

9.  Mrs  Foote,  relidl  of  the  late 
Mr,  Foote,  and  lifter  to  Sir  Hora¬ 
tio  Man,  K.  B.  Envoy-Extraor¬ 
dinary  to  the  court  of  Florence. 

II.  Sir  Matthew  Aylmer,  Bart, 
of  Balrath,  in  Ireland. 

17.  John  Tempell,  fen.  Efq; 
who  reprefented  the  city  of  Dur¬ 
ham  in  three  parliaments,  at  Sher- 
burn,  near  Durham. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Hattley,  of  the 
Hermitage. 

VoL.  XIX. 


Sir  Chrlllopher  Hales?  Bart,  at 
Hammerfmith. 

27.  Mifs  Douglas,  daughter  of 
John  St.  Leger  Douglas,  member 
for  Weobley,  in  Herefordlhire 

31.  The  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Cockburn,  Archdeacon  of  OlToryj^ 
in  Ireland,  at  Bath. 

Lately,  Monf.  le  Baron  de 
Bulow,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
her  Imperial  Majelly’s  troops  in 
the  Low-Countries. 

The  Lady  of  Thomas  Whit¬ 
more,  Efq;  Member  for  Bridge- 
north. 

June  I.  The  Right  Hon.  Saraih 
Vifcountefs  Falkland,  at  Black- 
heath. 

5.  The  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Suffolk,  at  Tooting,  in  Surry. 

Lady  Charlotte  Burgoyne,  fpoufe 
of  General  Burgoyne,  at  Kenfing- 
ton-Palace. 

9.  Sir  Robert  Gordon,  of  Gor- 
don-Town,  Bart,  at  his  faid  feat, 
in  the  diire  of  Moray. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Chambers,  Pe6lor 
of  Cradley  in  Herefordlhire,  aft 
alfo  of  Nan  ton,  a  Prebendary  of 
Inkborough,  and  a  Portioner  of 
Bromyard,  at  Cradley  aforefaid. 

14.  The  Right  Hon.  Samuel 
Lord  Malham,  of  Oates,  in  Effex, 
and  a  Baronet;  one  of  the  Lords 
of  the  King^s  Bed-Chamber,  Re¬ 
membrancer  of  His  Majelly’s  court 
of  Exchequer,  and  F.  R.  S.  in 
Cork-Street,  Burlington- Gardens. 

16.  The  Hon.  Wm.  Carmichael, 
ETq  ;  at  Saltcoats,  in  Fall-Lochian. 

17.  Mrs.  Margaret  Menzies, 
relidl  of  the  Hon.  William  Car¬ 
michael,  Efq  ;  of  Saltcoats,  in  Eall- 
Lothian. 

Mifs  Mary  Beauchamp  Pro£lor, 
third  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Beauchamp  Pro(^or,  Bart,  in 
New  Bond-Street. 
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19.  Edward  Jekyll,  Efq;  a  Cap¬ 
tain  in  his  Msjefty's  Navy,  in 
Clarges-llreet. 

20.  John  Graham,  Efq;  a  mem- 
ber^of  the  'iate  council  of  Bengal^ 
off  Port-Mahon,  on  his  way  to 
Lifbon  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health. 

21.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Frances  ErMne,  wife  of  James 
ErOcine,  of  Grange,  Efq ;  her 
Ladylhip  was  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Marr  and  Lady  Frances 
Pierpont,  daughter  of  Evelyn  Duke 
of  Kingfton.  Her  brother  was  the 
18th  Lord  Erlkine,  and  the  nth 
Earl  of  Marr. 

24.  Sir  William  Denham,  of 
Weftihield,  in  Scotland,  Bart. 

The  Hon.  William  Byron,  only 
fon  of  Lord  Byron,  and  member 
for  Morpeth,  in  Northumberland. 

The  Hon.  Mifs  Mary  Brown, 
fecond  daughter  to  ,Lord  Vifcount 
Wedport,  aged  18,  at  Weftport, 
in  the  county  of  Mayo,  in  Ireland. 

25.  Clarke  Adams,  Efq;  Col. 
of  the  Northamptonfhire  militia, 
at  Eall-Haddoe. 

July  1.  Maximilian  Alexis  de 
Bethune,  Due  de  Sully,  in  France. 

Arthur  Viikttes,  Efq  ;  many 
years  Britifh  Resident  at  the  court 
of  Sardinia,  and  the  Swifs  Can¬ 
tons. 

6.  Capt.  Jenkins,  formerly  of 
the  Royal  Navy,  at  Twickenham. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Somerville,  of 
Dinder,  near  'Wells,  in  Soraerfet- 
ifdre. 

9.  Sir  John  Gibbons,  Bart,  and 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  at  Stanweli, 
in  Middlefex. 

10.  The  Infanta  Donna  Maria, 
of  Portugal,  after  an  iilnefs  of  a 
few  days.  She  Vt'as  born  June  9, 
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Sir  John  Powell  Price,  of  New- 
Town  Hall,  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  Bart 

II.  Sir  John  Hall,  of  Douglas, 
in  Scotland,  Bart,  at  Douglas  afore- 
raid. 

14.  Colonel  John  Sabine,  late 
of  the  Guards,  at  the  Hot- wells, 
Brillol. 

16.  Her  Serene  Highnefs  Fran¬ 
ces  Chriftiana,  Countefs  Palatine  of 
the  Rhine,  Princefs  of  the  Roman 
empire,  Abbefs  of  ElTen  and 
Thorne,  aunt  to  his  Serene  High¬ 
nefs  the  Eledlor  Palatine,  in  the 
Bill  year  of  her  age. 

22.  Charles  Gilbert  de  May  de 
Termont,  Bilhop  of  Flois,  and  Al¬ 
moner  to  the  French  King  at  Paris. 

26.  Lady  Charlotte  Hayes,  at 
Clifton. 

27.  The  Hon.  Major  Sandi- 
lands,  at  Coatentibus,  in  Scotland. 

28.  The  Duchefs-Dowager  of 
Newcaftle.  Her  Grace  was  daughter 
to  Lord  Godolphin,  by  Henrietta, 
eldell  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  was  married  to 
the  late  Duke  of  Newcaftle  April 
2,  1717. 

Lord  Doune,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Moray,  at  Bath. 

Auguft  2.  Lew'is  Fran9ojs  de 
Bourbon,  Prince  de  Conty,  Grand 
Prior  of  France,  and  Generaiiffiroo 
of  the  French  King’*  troops,  a: 
Paris. 

7.  The  Earl  of  Altamont,  at 
his  feat  at  Newport,  in  Ireland. 

10.  Samuel  Shuldham,  Efq;  bro¬ 
ther  to  Admiral  Lord  Shuldham, 
at  Kilkenny,  in  Ireland. 

12.  The  Rev.  Edward  Bentham, 
D.  D.  Senior  Canon  of  Chrift- 
Church,  Oxford,  and  Regius  Pro- 
felTor  of  Divinity  in  that  univer« 
fity* 

13.  Benoit 
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i;.  Benoit  Veterane,  Cardinal 
Deacon  of  the  Roman  Church,  at 
Rome.  He  was  raifed  to  the  purple 
by  Pope  Clement  XIII. 

15.  Sir  Richard  Bampfylde,  Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Max- 

well,  Earl  of  Nithfdale.  He  was 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Nithfdale  who 
made  his  efcape  out  of  the  Tower. 

•  Hugh  Bailey,  Efq;  Advocate, 
Dodor  of  Laws,  and  formerly 
judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court  in 
Ireland. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  Mary  Vif- 
countefs  Dowager  of  Kenmore,  at 
Terregles,  in  Scotland. 

21.  The  Right.  Hon  Charles 
Shaw  Cathcart,  Lord  Cathcart, 
Lord  High  CommilTioner  to  the 
General  AlTembly  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  Firll  Lord  Com- 
milTioner  of  the  Police  in  that 
kingdom.  Lieutenant  -"General, 
Knight  of  the  Thiftle,  and  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Moil  Honourable 
Privy-Council,  at  his  houfe  in 
Grofven  or '  P  lace. 

Captain  Adams,  of  Chamblef- 
forth. 

22.  Thomas  Dunbar,  Efq;  bro¬ 
ther  to  Sir  James  Dunbar,  Bart. 

23.  Thomas  Hill,  Efq;  Mem¬ 
ber  for  Leominfter,  at  Court-Hill, 
near  Ludlow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Darner,  fon  of 
Lord  Milton. 

25.  Lady  Catherine  Hay,  wife 
of  Captain  William  Hay,  of  the 
fecond  regiment  of  foot  guards, 
daughter  of  the  late  Marquis  of 
Tweedale,  and  niece  to  the  prefent 
Marquis,  at  Briftol. 

27.  The  Hon.  Andrew  Leflie, 
fon  of  the  deceafed  John,  Earl  of 
Rothes,  at  Haddington,  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

31.  Lately,  The  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Wed  Earl  Delawar,  Vifeount  Can- 
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taloupe.  Colonel  of  the  fird  troop 
of  horfe  guards,  a  Lieutenant- 
General  of  his  Majedy’s  forces, 
and  Chamberlain  to  the  Queen’s 
houlhold. 

Sept.  5.  John  Lewis  de  Goldein, 
Count  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire, 
Chamberlain  and  Privy- Counfellor 
to  the  Eledlor  Palatine,  and  Stadt- 
holder  of  the  dutchies  of  Juliers 
and  Berg,  at  Dulfeldorp. 

The  Right  Honourable  William 
Knollis,  Earl  of  Banbury,  Vifeount 
Wallingford,  Baron  Knollis  of 
Greys,  and  a  Lieutenant-Colonel 
in  the  army,  at  his  brother’s  houfe 
at  Burford. 

Sir  Michael  Danvers,  of  Cul- 
worth,  in  Northamptonfhire,  Bart, 
defeended  from  one  of  William  the 
Conqueror’s  officers,  on  whom  that 
prince  fettled  the  faid  manor.  Sir 
Michael’s  fortune,  which  is  very  ■ 
conliderable,  falls  to  a  maiden 
filler. 

lo.  Lady  Mary  Archer,  Lady  to 
John  Archer,  Efq  ;  and  aunt  to  the 
prefent  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

13.  Captain  Evert,  of  his  Ma- 
jedy’s  Ihip  the  Bedford,  of  74  guns, 
at  Woolwich, 

14.  Lady  Anne  Monfon,  wife 
of  the  Hon.  George  Monfon,  one 
of  the  Supreme  Council  at  Bengal, 
antj  dder  to  the  Earl  of  Darling¬ 
ton,  in  the  Ead-Indies. 

16,  The  Hon.  Henry  Hope,  fe¬ 
cond  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun, 
at  Lyons  in  France. 

Lady  Dowager  Barker,  at  Kil¬ 
kenny,  in  Ireland. 

Jeremiah  Dyfon,  Efq;  Cofferer 
of  his  Majefty’s  houlhold,  Mem¬ 
ber  for  Horlham,  in  Suffex,  and 
one  of  his  Majedy’s  Mod  Honour¬ 
able  Privy-Council. 

18.  John  Ellis,  Efq;  F.  R.  S. 
Agent  for  Wed-Florida,  and  for 
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the  ifland  of  Dominica.  See  our 
Chronicle,  p.  189. 

23.  Henry  Banks,  Efq  ;  Com- 
miffioner  of  Culloms. 

24.  The  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Lord  Cadogan,  Baron  of  Oakley, 
Colonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of 
horfe  guards.  Governor  of  Gravef- 
end  and  Tilbury-Fort,  a  General 
of  his  Majefty’s  forces,  a  truftee 
of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  and  F.R.S. 
in  the  ninety-fecond  year  of  his 
age. 

29.  The  Right  Hon.  Stephen 
Fox,  Earl  of  Ilchefter,  Lord  II- 
cheker  and  Stavordale,  Baron 
Strangeways  of  Woodford  Strange- 
ways,  Baron  of  Redlynch,  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Moft  Hon.  Privy- 
Council,  and  Joint-Comptroller  of 
the  Army  Accounts,  at  Melbury 
in  Dorfetfhire.  His  Lordlhip  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  the  diforder 
which  occafioned  his  death,  on 
Sunday  the  22d  ult.  and  never 
fpoke  afterwards. 

Francis  Herne,  Efq  ;  Member 
for  Camelford,  in  Cornivali. 

30.  Thomas  Whitchot,  Efq; 
who  formerly  reprefented  the 
county  of  Lincoln  in  parliament 
thirty-dx  years,  at  Harpfwell. 

Lately,  Col.  John  Horton,  of 
the  firft  regiment  of  foot  guards. 

The  Right  Hon.  Anne  Countcfs- 
Dowager  of  Aibercorn,  aged  86^ 
in  Grofvenor-  Square. 

Sir  Robert  JCerr,  Bart,  at 
iCelfo. 

George  Gibfon,  Efq ;  fon  of 
the  late  Bilhop  of  London,  of  that 
name.  See  our  Charallers  for  the 
year  1763,  p.  12* 

Mr.  De  Vifme,  the  Britifli  En¬ 
voy  to  the  court  of  Stockholm. 

Mrs.  Mary  Leighton,  filler  of 
Sir  Charles  Leighton,  of  Leton, 
Bart,  at  Shrewfbury. 


Philip  Baron  de  Spiegel,  Abbe 
of  Corvey,  and  a  prince  of  the 
Holy  Roman  empire,  of  a  fit  of 
the  apoplexy,  at  Francfort. 

Od.  2.  Sir  Alexander  Don, 
Bart,  of  Newtown,  in  Scotland. 

3.  The  Hon.  Col.  Thomas  Mo- 
lyneux.  Member  for  Haflemere, 
and  a  Major  in  the  third  regiment 
of  foot  guards,  in  Mancheller- 
Buildings,  Weftminller. 

4.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Ca¬ 
tharine  Cochrane,  daughter  of 
Thomas  late  Earl  of  Dundonald, 
and  wife  to  William  Wood,  Efq. 

7.  Don  Nuno  Cajetan  Alvares 
Pereira  de  Mello,  Duke  of  Cada- 
val,  and  chief  of  a  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Bragansa,  in  Portugal. 

9.  The  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Lord  Onflow,  Baron  Onflow  and 
Clendon,  and  Baronet ;  Lord- 
Lieutenant  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum 
of  the  county  of  Surry,  High- 
Steward  of  Guildford,  L  L.  D.  a 
Privy  Counfellor,  and  one  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Moll  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded  in  title,  and  an  eflate  of 
1 8, cool,  a  year,  by  his  coufin. 
Lord  Cranley,  fon  to  the  late 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

II.  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Yorke,  late  Chief  Jullice  of 
the  court  of  Common-Pleas,  in 
Ireland  ;  but  had  retired  on  a  pen- 
lion.  See  our  Chronicle,  p.  189. 

13.  Lady  Ann  Stirling,  relidl 
of  Sir  Henry  Stirling,  of  Ardoch, 
Scotland,  Bart. 

14.  Jofliua  Seabrooke,  Efq ;  for¬ 
merly  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

19.  Robert  Pett,  Efq  ;  one  of 
the  Commiflioners  of  the  Vidual- 
ling-Office. 

John  Smith,  Efq  ;  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

ai*  Samuel  Mead,  Efq;  F.R-S. 

and 
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and  Commiffioner  of  his  Majefly’s 
Culloms. 

25.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Elizabeth 
Foley,  daughter  of  Lord  Foley. 

Mifs  Jane  Whichcote,  daughter 
of  Sir  Chriftopher  Whichcote, 
Bart. 

26.  Lady  Caldcr,  reli6l  of  the 
late  Sir  fames  Calder,  Bart,  of 
Grofvenor- Square. 

George  Williams,  Efq  ;  a  com¬ 
mander  in  the  royal  navy,  in 
JameS'Street,  Weftminder. 

- Buckle,  Efq  ;  brother  to 

Admiral  Buckle,  at  Bath. 

31.  Lately,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cot¬ 
ton,  a  maiden  lady,  aged  90, 
daughter  of  the  late  Colonel  Cot¬ 
ton,  and  niece  to  Sir  Robert  Cot¬ 
ton. 

Lady  Whitford,  widow  of  the 
deceafed  General  Sir  John  Whit¬ 
ford,  ofWhiteford,  Bart. 

William  Parry,  Efq  ;  fon  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Parry, 

The  Provincial  General  Thomas, 
at  Chamblee,  in  North- America. 

Mr.  Reichie,  Pvcfident  at  Co¬ 
penhagen  on  the  part  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majelty’s  Hanoverian  do¬ 
minions,  in  the  80th  year.  He 
had  been  in  that  flation  49  years. 

Nov,  2.  Lady  Dalfton,  relidl  of 
Sir  George  Dalfton,  Bart,  of  Heath, 
in  the  county  of  York,  at  St. 
Omer’s. 

3.  The  Right  Hon.  Rob.  Earl 
Litchfield,  Vifcount  Quarendon, 
Cuftos  Brevium,  in  the  court  of 
Common-Pleas,  aged  upwards  of 
70,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  as  he 
was  hunting  at  Ditchley,  in  Ox- 
fordftiire.  As  his  Lordftiip  has 
left  no  ilTue,  the  title  is  extindt : 
and  the  office  of  Cuftos  Brevium  in 
the  court  of  Common-Pleas,  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  title,  devolves  to  the 
crown. 
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17.  James  Sayer,  Efq;  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  White. 

19.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hervey, 
relief  of  the  Hon.  William  Hervey, 
uncle  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol. 

20.  Peter  Chriftopher  Algeht, 
Efq  ;  Svvedifti  Conful,  at  the  Hot- 
wells,  Briftol. 

23.  Mrs.  O’Brien,  relidl  of  the 
late  Aidmiral  O’Brien,  in  the  ifle 
of  Wight, 

,  24.  George  Brown,  of  Coal- 

ftoun,  Efq  ;  one  of  the  Senators  of 
the  College  of  Juftice  in  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

30.  The  Rev.  Robert  Gilbert, 
D.  D.  brother  of  the  late  Dr.  Gil¬ 
bert^  Archbilhop  of  York,  one  of 
the  Canons  Refidentiary  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Sarum,  and 
pofTefifed  of  many  other  church 
preferments. 

Lately,  James  Dunn,  Efq  ;  late 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel  in  the  firft 
troop  of  horfe  guards. 

Mrs.  Chapman,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Chapman,  Archdeacon 
of  Sudbury,  in  Suffolk. 

Admiral  Brice,  commander  of  a 
fquadron  of  American  veftels  of 
war,  at  Bofton. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  For- 
refter,  at  Colerne,  Whits. 

The  Cardinal  Patriarch  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Lilbon, 

The  Dowager  Lady  Compton, 
at  Hartpury,  in  Gloucefterfhire. 

Dec.  2.  Lady  Windfor,  relidl  of 
the  late  Lord  Windfor,  and  mother 
to  Lady  Mountftewart. 

5.  Her  Grace  Elizabeth,  Dii- 
chefs  of  Northumberland.  She 
was  in  her  own  right  Baronefs 
Percy,  Lucy,  Poynings,  Fitzpaine, 
Bryan,  and  Latimer  ;  was  heirefs 
and  foie  reprefentative  of  many 
great  families,  being  the  only 
daughter  of  Algernon  Seymour, 
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the  laft  Duke  of  Somerfet  of  his 
branch,  and  through  him  de- 
fcended  from  the  illaftrious  family 
of  Percy,  ancient  Earls  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  ;  his  Grace's  mother 
being  the  only  child  of  Jofceline 
Percy,  laft  Earl  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  who  died  in  1670.  By  the 
moft  happy  marriage  with  his 
Grace  the  prefent  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  flie  has  left  two  fur- 
viving  fons,  viz.  ift.  Hugh  Earl 
Percy,  one  of  the  members  for 
Weriminiler,  who  is  at  prefent  a 
Lieutenant- General  in  his  Majef- 
ty’s  fervice  in  America,  and  who 
fucceeds  her  Grace  in  ail  her  Ba¬ 
ronial  honours;  and  zdly,  Lord  Al¬ 
gernon  Percy,  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland.  [For  a  fketch  of  her 
Grace’s  charafter,  pleafe  to  turn 
to  the  Chronicle,  p.  196.] 

9.  Sir  James  Porter,  formerly 
his  Britannic  Msjefty’s  Ambaffador 
nt  Conitantinople,  and  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society,  in  Great  Mari- 
borough-Street. 

12.  The  P^.ight  Hon.  William 
X;Ord  Falconer,  of  Haulkerfton,  at 
Groningen,  in  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces! 

15.  His  Grace  the  Hon.  and 
Moil  Rev.  Dr.  Drummond,  brother 
to  the  Earl  ofKinnoui,  Archbilhop 
of  York,  and  Lord  High  Almoner 
to  the  King.  Fie  was  confecrated 
a  bilbop  in  the  year  1748,  in  the 
joom  of  Br.  Lifle,  BiOiop  of  St. 
Afaph,  from  whence  he  was  tran- 
llated  in  the  year  1761,  to  the  fee 
of  Salifbury,  on  the  promotion  of 
Dr.  Thomas  to  the  diocefe  of  'Win- 
'yfheller,  and  was  foon  afterwards 
advanced  to  the  Archicpilcepal  fee 


of  York,  on  the  death  of  Archbi¬ 
lhop  Gilbert  in  1761,  His  Grace 
preached  the  fermon  at  the  coro¬ 
nation  of  their  Majefties  in  Weft- 
minfter-Abbey,  Sept.  22,  1761. 

20.  The  Lady  of  Col.  St.  Leger, 
at  Parkhill,  in  Yorklhire. 

22.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Ifabella 
Percival,  eldell  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Egmont. 

Captain  James  Anltruther,  of 
the  58th  regiment  of  foot,  fon  ®f 
the  late  Sir  Philip  Anftruther,  of 
Balcaikie,  in  Scotland,  Bart,  at 
Inergelly,  in  Fifelhire,  Scotland. 

The  lady  of  Sir  John  Davy, 
Bart,  of  Greedy,  in  Devonlhire. 

27.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Charlotte  Edwin. 

29.  Lady  CornwallL,  relid  of 
the  late  General  Cornwallis,  for¬ 
merly  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  at 
her  feat  at  Bird-FIall,  in  EfTex. 

31.  Lately,  Mrs.  Friend,  w’i- 
dow  of  the  late  Rev#  Dr.  Friend, 
Dean  of  Canterbury,  at  Chelfea. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Berkeley,  relidl 
of  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton. 

Mrs.  — —  Whalley,  relict  of  the 
late  Dr.  Whalley,  and  mother  to 
the  lady  of  Judge  Aihurll;,  at  Ox¬ 
ford. 

The  Hon.  Lieut.  William  Sin¬ 
clair,-  fecond  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Caithnefs,  at  New- York. 

Mrs.  Mary  Foiter,  reli(5l  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Fofler,  Efq;  late  Member  for 
Dorchefter,  at  Egham,  in  Surry, 

Thomas  Bayntun,  Efq  ;  brother 
to  Sir  Ed  ward  Bayntun,  Bart. 

HenryVernon,  ofThurlow,  Sfq; 
brother  to  Lord  Vifeount  Orweli, 
ol  Orweli-Park,  near  Ipfwich. 

Mrs.  Sufanna  Dennis,  filler  to 
Sir  Peter  Dennis,  Bart. 
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Sumfjtary  of  the  ^rial  of  Elizabeth, 
f  iling  herfelf  Duchefs  of  King- 
£iou,for  Bigamy y  before  the  Houfe 
cf  Lords  of  Great-Britain,  in 
WeEminfler-Hall,  on  Monday 
the  i^th  of  April,  and  feojeral 
fucceedmg  Days^  in  the  prefent  Year 
1776. 

^  1“^  H  E  peers  being  alTembled 
^  by  eleven,  the  commiffion 
read,  and  the  ufual  formalities  ad- 
jiiacd,  proclamation  was  made  for 
the  appearance  of  the  Duchefs  of 
Kinglion  in  difcharge  of  her  recog¬ 
nizance.  Her  Grace,  accompanied 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle,  Lord 
Mounlluart,  and  James  Laroche, 
Efq  ;  entered  the  court,  and  made 
her  obeifance  to  the  judges.  The 
indictment  was  then  read,  after 
which  the  Lord  High  -  Steward 
Hated  the  nature  of  the  offence 
with  which-  the  lady  was  charged. 
Her  Grace  then  read  a  paper  to 
the  following  purport. 

That  fhe  was  not  confcious  of 
having  committed  any  a£l  of  a  cri¬ 
minal  nature.  That  fhe  had  never 
intentionally  violated  the  laws  of 
her  country.  That  Ihe  had  no 
fooner  been  apprized  of  the  charge 
alledged  againll  her,  than  ihe  tra¬ 
velled  from  Rome  to  England,  at 
the  hazard  of  her  life,  in  order  to 
appear  to  the  indiftment,  and  thus 


r  ^ 

defeat  the  malice  of  her  enemies. 
It  was  true  (he  had  been  married  to 
an  illuflrious  perfunage.  But,  if  it 
was  a  crime  to  have  wedded  a  noble 
duke,  it  was  a  crime  fhe  would  al¬ 
ways  glory  in,  as  fire  might  date 
the  cera  of  her  happinefs,  and  of 
her  honour,  from  the  hour  of  that 
marriage.  She  had  not  been  wed¬ 
ded  to  the  illuftrious  perfonage, 
without  having  previouily  taken 
every  precaution  NOT  to  violate 
the  laws  of  her  country.  The 
court,  which  alone  had  competent 
jurifdi^tion  of  the  matter,  had  pro¬ 
nounced  a  fentence,  whereby  her 
Grace  was  decreed  to  be  free  from 
all  matrimonial  engagements ;  con- 
fequentiy  a  hngle  woman  ;  and,  if 
a  lingle  woman,  ffie  had  a  right 
to  accept  the  hand  of  the  noble 
perfonage.  Under  fuch  circum'* 
ilances,  therefore,  fhe  had  been 
married  to  the  S^uke  of  Kinglion; 
under  fuch  circ  ’^mftances  fhe  was 
inticled  to  marry  him  ;  and,  if  fhe 
had  erred,  her  error  proceeding, 
not  from  any  intentional  violation 
of  the  laws,  her  confcience  bore 
tellimony  to  the  truth  of  the  affer- 
tion,  whiift  her  lips  pronounced  her 
to  be  NOT  GUILTY. 

The  council  then,  for  and  againll 
the  profecution,  entered  into  the 
arguments  on  both  fides,  which 
took  up  twm  days,  when  the  court 
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adjourned  to  Friday,  April  19,  on 
which  day,  the  council  having 
iinifhed  their  pleadings.  Lord 
Gower  moved  to  adjourn  to  their 
own  houfe,  and,  as  Toon  as  their 
Lordlhips  were  (bated  in  the  par¬ 
liament  chamber.  Lord  Camden 
put  the  two  following  queftions  to 
the  judges ; 

“  Whether  a  fentence  of  the 
Ecclefi  aitical  Court  againft  a  mar¬ 
riage  in  a  fuit  of  jablitation  of 
marriage  is  conelufive  evidence,  fo 
as  to  ftop  the  crown  from  proving 
the  faid  marriage  on  an  indi6t- 
ment  for  polygamy 
,  And,  **  Whether,  admitting 
fuch  fentence  to  be  conelufive  upon 
fuch  indiblment,  the  crown  may  be 
admitted  to  avoid  the  effe6l  of  fuch 
indidment  by  proving  the  fame  to 
have  been  obtained  by  fraud  or 
collufion 

Lord  Chief  Jullice  De  Grey 
delivered  the  opinion  of  the  j  udges. 
He  informed  their  Lordfhips,  that, 
the  reft  of  his  brethren  being  una¬ 
nimous  with  him,  it  had  of  courfe 
fallen  to  his  lot  to  declare  to  their 
Lordfhips  their  opinions ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  ftate  the  general 
grounds  on  which  it  was  founded, 

.  The  firft  queflion  he  aniwered  in 
the  negative,  becaufe  no  civil  fen¬ 
tence  whatever  can  prevent  a  pro- 
fecutioa  on  an  indidment  in  which 
the  crown  is  the  profeciuor.  The 
fecond  he  anfwered' in  the  alSrm- 
ative,  becaufe  it  was  neceftarily  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  firft  ;  and  becaufe  no 
fradulent  ad  of  any  two  parties 
can  be  binding  or  conelufive  on  a 
third,  without  their  participation 
or  confent,  even  in  a  civil  cafe, 
much  lefs  in  a  matter  in  which  the 
general  juftice  of  the  nation  and 
execution  of  the  laws  are  con¬ 
cerned,.  This  was  the  whole  fub- 


ftance  of  what  the  Chief  Juftice  de¬ 
livered. 

In  about  an  hour  and  an  half 
their  Lordlhips  returned  into  court, 
when  the  Lord  -  Steward  defired 
Mr.  Attorney  General  to  proceed 
in  fupport  of  the  profecution. 

Mr.  Attorney,  after  opening  the 
cafe,  ftated  the  nature  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  he  was  inftrudled  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  their  Lordftiips.  The  ftrft 
witnefs  he  called  was 

Anne  Cradock.  She  faid  Ihe 
knew  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  for 
upwards  of  30  years ;  that,  in 
July  1744,  Ihe  and  Pvirs.  Hanmer, 
aunt  to  the  prifoner,  to  whom  fhe 
was  fervant,  were  in  London  ;  that 
the  lady,  then  Mifs  Chudleigh, 
accompanied  her  aunt  down  to 
Hampfhire,  where  Mrs.  Hanmer 
refided,  at  a  Mr.  Merril’s  ;  that, 
in  a  few  days,  there  being  races  at 
Winchefter,  the  lady  with  her  aunt 
W'ent  there,  where  Ihe  firft  faw  Mr. 
Hervey,  then  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy;  that  that  interview  gave 
birth  to  a  marriage,  which  took 
place  between  them  on  the  4th  of 
Auguft  the  fame  year,  in  Launce- 
fton  chapel,  in  faid  county,  at 
which  fhe  herfelf  was  prefent; 
that  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
render  it  as  private  as  poflible,  on 
account  of  the  then  fituation  of 
the  parties  ;  that  Mr.  Hervey  in  a 
few  days,  during  which  time  he 
and  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  coha¬ 
bited  as  man  and  wife,  repaired 
aboard  Admiral  Danvers’s  fleet, 
then  deftined  for  the  Eaft-  Indies  ; 
that  a  Mr.  Mountney,  the  lady’s 
aunt,  Mrs.  Hanmer,  and  Mr.  Mer- 
ril,  were  prefent  at  the  marriage  ; 
that  fhe  the  witnefs  afterwards 
came  to  live  with  the  prifoner,  and 
that  Ihe  told  her  fhe  had  a  child 
by  Mr.  Hervey,  and  promifed  to 
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take  her  out  one  day  in  the  Prince’s 
coach  to  Chelfea;  where  the  child 
was  at  nurfe,  to  fhew  him  to  her, 
obferving  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  child  was  extremely  like  Mr. 
Hervey,  the  father  ;  that  the  even¬ 
ing  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  the 
lady  informed  i!he  witnefs,  that 
the  child  had  died  in  the  mean 
time,  and  was  buried  at  Chelfea. 
On  crofs  examination  Ihe  faid,  fhe 
never  faw  the  child  ;  that  the  mar¬ 
riage  was  performed  late  at  night, 
fhe  could  not  tell  the  hour;  that 
the  only  light  in  the  church  was  a 
wax  taper,  placed  in  the  bowl  of 
Mr.  Mountney’s  hat ;  that  fhe  never 
faid  fhe  expefled  any  advantage 
from  the  event  of  the  trial.  Be¬ 
ing  alked  by  Lord  Hillfborough  if 
fhe  had  not  received  a  letter  from 
fome  perfon,  promifing  a  reward 
relative  to  the  evidence  which  fhe 
might  give  in  this  trial  ?  flie  faid 
fhe  had,  from  one  Fod'ard,  a  liable- 
keeper  in  Piccadilly  ;  and  that,  on 
receiving  this  letter,  fhe  fhewed  it 
to  a  Mr,  Harding  ;  that  he  pro- 
pofed  to  communicate  the  contents 
of  it  to  Mr.  Hervey  ;  that,  after 
many  converfations  and  meffages 
between  Mr.  Hervey,  Mr.  Harding 
and  the  witnefs,  (he  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Harding,  who  defired 
her,  as  from  Mr.  Hervey,  to  keep 
it  fafe.  That  the  letter  contained 
a  promife  of  a  finecure  place.  Ad  ¬ 
journed. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  peers 
met  again,  when  Ann  Cradock 
underwent  a  further  examination. 
The  Lords  Derby,  Hillfborough, 
Buckinghamfhire,  See.  putting  va¬ 
rious  queftions  to  her  refpedling  her 
prefent  fituation — her  future  de¬ 
pendence  ; — whether  Ihe  wa  j  ro- 
mifed  any  lum  by  the  prolecucor, 
if  ihe  gave  fuch  teliimony  as  would 


convift  the  lady  at  the  bar,  &c, 

- to  all  which  fhe  gave  rather 

cvafive  anfwers,  but  at  laft  con- 
fefied  the  agency  employed  to 
offer  her  pecuniary  terms,  if  fhe 
would  appear  againft  the  prifoner. 

Caefar  Hawkins,  Efq  t  Serjeant 
Surgeon,  being  next  called  upon, 
begged  to  be  informed,  whether 
he  was  bound  to  difclofe  converfa- 
tion  imparted  to  him  confiden¬ 
tially,  and  in  the  way  of  his  pro- 
felfion. 

Lord  Mansfield.  My  Lords,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  witnefs  to  give 
every  information  in  his  power  to 
this  court,  touching  the  matter  in 
queliion. 

Cxfar  Hawkins,  Efq ;  had  known 
her  Grace  for  many  years,  he  be¬ 
lieved  30— Had  heard  of  a  mar¬ 
riage  between  her  and  Mr.  Her- 
vey,  which  was  mentioned  to  him 
by  both  of  them  before  Mr.  Her¬ 
vey  went  lafl  to  fea — that  there 
was  a  child,  as  he  believes,  of  that 
marriage — was  in  the  room,  at 
her  Grace’s  define,  when  the  boy 
was  born,  and  faw  it  once  after¬ 
wards  before  it  died— was  fent  for 
by  Mr,  Hervey  after  his  return 
from  fea,  and  defired  by  him  to 
wait  upon  the  prifoner  with  pro- 
pofals  refpedcing  a  divorce ;  but 
that  her  Grace  refufed  to  liften  to 
any  terms— that  feveral  meffages 
paffed  on  this  point. —  ’’hat  fome 
time  after  her  Grace  frequently 
honoured  his  wife  with  a  vifit,  and 
told  him  one  day  at  bis  own  houfe, 
that  Ihe  had  inllituted  a  jadlitation 
fuit  in  the  Common''  .'^ainfl;  Mr. 
Hervey  ;  that,  anotner  ume  when 
ihe  came,  fhie  was  very  grave,  and 
defired  him  lo  withdraw  with  her 
into  the  n-xt  room  ;  where  fhe 
told  him  fhe  was  very  unhappy  ; 
for  tiiat  at  Dodlors- Commons  they 
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liad  tendered  her  an  oath,  which 
file  had  long  dreaded  they  would, 
to  fwear  fhe  was  not  married, 
which  Ihe  would  not  do  : — but, 
not  long  after,  upon  another  vific, 
told  him,  that  Aie  had  obtained 
a  fentence,  which  was  irrevo¬ 
cable,  unlefs  in  fo  many  days 
Mr.  Hervey  took  fome  certain 
mode,  which  Ihe  did  not  exped;  he 
would.  On  hearing  this,  the  vvit- 
nefs  alked  how  Ihe  got  over  the 
oath  ?  She  replied,  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  marriage  was  fo  blended 
with  fuch  a  number  of  falfities, 
that  file  could  ealily  reconcile  it  to 
her  confcience,  particularly  as  the 
ceremony  was  fo  fcrambling  and 
ihabby  a  bulinefs,  that  Ihe  might 
as  fafeiy  fwear  Hie  Was  not  married 
as  that  ihe  was. 

Council.  Was  there  no  bond 
for  a  fum  or  fums  of  money  paffed 
between  them  to  your  knowledge 

on  this  occafion  ?  Not  any.- - 

Were  not  you  a  truilee  to  fuch 
bond  ?— Never. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  and  fe¬ 
deral  other  peers  put  many  quef- 
tions  to  him  relative  to  the  child-— 
whether  be  believed  it  to  be  the 
lady’s  at  the  bar  ?— To  which  he 
anfwered  in  the  alErmacive. — Whe¬ 
ther  he  knew  the  child  was  really 
dead  Could  not  fay  ;  was  only 
informed  fo  by  the  noble  prifoner. 

Lord  Barrington  was  next  called 
upon  and  fworn.  He  was  afked, 
whether  he  knew  any  thing  of  a 
marriage  between  the  lady  at  the 
bar  and  Mr.  Hervey,  now  Earl  of 
Briilol.  He  dehred  to  be  excufed 
anfwering  that  qoekion,  as  it  would 
be  betraying  private  converfation, 
which  as  a  man  of  honour  and  a 
iventleman,  he  could  never  cosi- 
lent  to. 

Lord  Mans  held  obferved,  that 
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he  was  now  before  a  court  of  cri¬ 
minal  judicature ;  that  he  was  not 
obliged  to  give  any  teftimony  but 
what  might  be  deemed  legal  evi¬ 
dence  ;  but,  as  far  as  the  queflion 
related  to  matter  of  legal  evidence, 
he  was  obliged  to  anfwer. 

Lord  Camden,  the  Duke  of 
Mancheiler,  Lord  Radnor,  and  fe- 
verai  other  lords  contended,  that 
his  lordlhip  was  bound  to  anfwer 
at  all  events,  as  he  was  upon  his 
oath ;  therefore  his  lordlhip  was 
called  on  by  Lord  Radnor  to  an¬ 
fwer  the  queftion.  Whether  he 
knew  any  thing  of  the  marriage  be-^ 
tween  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  and 
Mr.  Hervey  But  he  again  de¬ 
clined  to  anfwer  it. 

A  motion  of  adjournment  was 
then  made  by  Lord  Radnor,  and 
agreed  to,  and  their  Lordlhips  ac¬ 
cordingly  adjourned  to  their  own 
houfe.  About  live  p’clpck,  their 
Lordiliips  returned,  when  the  Lord 
High  Steward  addreffed  the  wit- 
nefs  to  the  following  effect : 

“  Lord  Vifeount  Barrington,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  their  Lordihips 
that  you  ihali  anfwer  al|  fuch  quef- 
tions  as  may  be  put  to  you,  refpedt- 
ing  vvhat  you  know  relative  to  the 
marriage  between  the  prifoner  at 
the  bar  and  Mr.  liervey.’’ 

Lord  Vifeount  Barrington.  My 
Lords,  L  am  ferry  to  give  this 
houfe  a  moment’s  unneceflary  trou¬ 
ble  5  yet  I  mud  again  repeat,  I 
have  dill  my  doubts,  whether  I 
can  in  honour  anfwer  any  fuch 
queilion,  as  that  now  put  to  me  by 
the  noble  Lord  ;  however,  as  I  en¬ 
tertain  a  lefs  opinion  of  my  own. 
judgmen.t  than  that  of  others,  I 
beg  your  Lordihips  w’ill  permit  me 
to  put  a  quedion  to  the  learned 
counfel— Whether,  if  T  do  not 
give  an  anfwer  to  thefe  quedions,  I 
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/hall  be  guilty  of  perjury?  [Here 
the  Solicitor-Genera!  whifpered 
in  his  ear.] — My  Lords,  the  So¬ 
licitor-General  has  informed  me, 
that,  by  the  oath  I  have  taken,  I 
am  bound  to  give  evidence  ;  I  am 
therefore  under  the  dire(5lion  of 
theHoufe;  and  beg  pardon  of  your 
Lordfhips  for  having  given  the 
court  fo  much  trouble. 

Duke  of  Richmond.  If  I  un- 
derftand  any  thing  of  the  bufinefs 
of  this  Houfe,  no  law  quelHon 
(notwithflanding  his  Lordfhip’s 
nice  confcience)  is  ever  to  be  put 
to  the  counfel.at  the  bar,  but  to 
the  Koufe,  who  only  are  to  decide 
upon  it  ;  or,  if  they  find  it  expe¬ 
dient,  they  take  the  opinion  of  the 

judges: - However,  that  being 

now  unneceliary,  I  would  afk  the 
noble  Lord  a  quefiion  or  two.- — 
Here  his  Grace  and  the  Earl  of 
Radnor  afked  him  a  few  quelHons  : 
his  anfwer  to  which  only  proved, 
that  he  had  heard  Mr.  Hervey  and 
the  lady  at  the  bar  fay,  that  they 
were  married,  and  that  there  was 
a  child,  the  iffue  of  that  marriage ; 
but  that  he  did  not  know  either, 
of  his  own  knowledge. 

The  officer  from  Doflors  Com¬ 
mons  was  next  examined,  to  prove 
that  the  lady  at  the  bar  and  the 
late  Duke  of  Kingfton  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  February  1769,  by  a  li¬ 
cence  from  the  Archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury. 

To  prove  the  certificate  of  the 
marriage,  a  gentleman  from  the 
Chancellor's  court,  of  the  dio- 
cefe  of  Winchefler,  was  produced 
to  prove  the  regular  entry  of 

It. 

The  court  rofe  at  feven  o’clock, 
and  adjourned  to  the  chamber  of 
parliament  ;  after  which  their 
Lotdfhips  adjourned  to  their  own 


houfes,  till  ten  o’clock  on  Monday 
morning,  when  the  bufinefs  again 
commenced,  with  the  examination 
of  feveral  witneffes  in  behalf  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton. 

Mrs,  Pritcliard  w'as  called  to  in¬ 
validate  the  teftimony  of  Ann  Cra- 
dock.  She  depofed,  that  the  faid 
Ann  Cradock  had  frequently  de¬ 
clared  in  her  prefence,  that  Ihe 
expected  a  confiderable  fortune,  in 
cafe  the  event  of  the  profecution 
Ihould  prove  unfavourable  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton.  Mrs. 
Pritchard  further  declared,  that 
this  fame  evidence,  Cradock,  had, 
at  various  times  confefTed,  fhe  did 
not  hear  a  fyllable  of  the  marriage 
ceremony  performed. 

The  evidence  being  finally  doffed, 
the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton  read  her 
defence  to  the  copr?,  ftated  the  fads 
alledged  againft  her,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  invalidate  them  by  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  ftrongeft  nature.  If 
fhe  had  been  culpable,  whom  had 
fhe  to  blame  for  that  culpability  ? 
The  crime  charged  in  the  indid- 
ment,  was  an  offence  againft  the 
law.  Care  had  been  taken  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  the  procefs  in  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Court,  that  no  offence 
ftiould  be  committed  againft:  the 
law.  Had  fhe  not  conceived 
that  an  ecclefiaftical  fentence,  in 
a  jaditation  caufe  like  this,  was 
equivalent  to  a  divorce,  as  to  all 
purpofes  of  a  fecond  marriage,  fhe 
never  would  have  intermarried 
with  the  Duke  of  Kingfton.  Her 
Grace  had  endeavoured  to  obtain, 
the  beft  advice  on  thefubjed.  The 
beft  advice  flie  could  obtain  au- 
thorifed  her  marriage.  Thus  fane 
cloned  in  the  cornmiftion  of  a  deed 
could  that  be  conftrued  into  a  crime 
which  the  Pxclefiaftical  Court  haa 
aulhorifed  ?  If  fuch  was  indeed 
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tlie.  cafe,  the  Duchefs  had  only  to 
lament,  that  fhe  had  been  guided 
by  falfe  lights,  hung  out  to  allure 
the  ignorant  into  the  paths  of  de¬ 
ception. 

Silence  being  proclaimed,  the 
Solicitor-General  Hated  the  feve- 
ral  fa6ls  in  the  order  in  which 
they  had  been  proved  ;  and, 
forbearing  to  enlarge  a  tittle 
on  the  charge,  he  left  their  Lord- 
fhips  to  fubdantiate,  by  their  ver- 
di6l,  the  criminality  or  innocence 
of  the  deed. 

The  Lords  adjourned  to  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Parliament,  and,  after  their 
return  to  the  hall,  the  Lord  High 
Steward  put  to  each  Lord  the  fol¬ 
lowing  quellion  : 

‘  How  fays  your  Lcrdlhip  ?  Is 
the  Lady  at  the  bar  guilty  of  the 
felony  whereof  (he  Hands  indifled, 
or  not  guilty  ? 

The  numbers  having  been  count¬ 
ed,  the  Duchefs  of  Kingdon  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  informed, 
by  the  Lord  High  Steward,  that 
the  Lords  had,  by  their  fuifrages, 
pronounced  her  to  be— GUILTY. 

The  prifoner  claimed  her  privi¬ 
lege  of  peerage,  which  gave  rife 
to  a  laboured  fpeech  of  the  Attor¬ 
ney-General,  wherein  he  attempt¬ 
ed  to  prove,  that,  although  Peers 
were,  by  datute,  exempt  from  cor¬ 
poral  punidiment  for  clergyable 
offences,  yet  Feereffes  had  not  the, 
lead  title  to  the  fame  exemption. 

MelTrs.  Wallace  and  Mansfield 
replied. 

The  Attorney-General  defended 
his  former  pofition,  and  the  Lords 
adjourned  to  the  Chamber  of  Par¬ 
liament  to  debate  on  the  matter. 
On  their  return,  the  prifoner  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  the  Lord 
l-iigh  Steward  announced  it  to  be 
the  fenfe  of  the  {ioufe,  ‘  that  the 


Duchefs  (hould  be  allowed  the  pri¬ 
vilege  die  had  claimed.’  By  cou- 
fequence,  as  a  Peerefs,  die  could 
endure  no  kind  of  corporal  pu- 
nidiment,  and  was  difcharged  on 
this  condition,  that  die  paid  her 
fees. 

Notice  being  then  given  that  the 
Lord  High  Steward’s  commiffion 
was  at  an  end,  he  rofe,  and  broke 
his  white  llafF ;  and  proclamation 
was  made,  ordering  every  perfon 
to  depart,  and  repair  quietly  home 
in  God’s  peace  and  the  King’s 
peace. 

The  CGunfel  for  the  profecution 
Were,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor- 
General  5  Dr.  Harris,  Serjeant 
Walker,  Mr.  Maddock,  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning,  and  Mr.  Hargrave  ;  with 
Mr,  Roger  Altham,  as  Prodlor. 
For  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  the 
counfel  were.  Dr.  Calvert,  Dr. 
Wynne,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Mans¬ 
field,  Serjeant  Davy,  Mr.  Co)^, 
Mr.  Leigh,  Mr.  Buller,  and  Mr. 
Hardinge ;  with  Mr.  Bidiop,  as 
Prodtor. 


Jhort  Re^ienxj  of  Mr.  Garrick’^' 
’T heatrical  Reign ^  nvith  fame  Par- 
iicziJars  of  the  former  Part  of  his 
L  fe,  ^c. 

Mr.  Garrick  is  the  fon  of  an 

_ officer  of  rank  in  the  army. 

He  was  born  at  Hereford,  in  the 
year  1717-  After  receiving  a  very 
liberal  and  polite  education,  he 
engaged  in  commerce,  as  a  wine- 
merchant,  in  which  purfuit  he 
continued  for  fome  years  ;  but 
not  meeting  with  the  fuccefs  he 
expedled,  he  declined  it ;  when, 
being  perfuaded  by  his  friends  he 
had  uncommon  abilities  for  the 
ftage,  he  appeared  the  firfl  time  in  i 
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public  at  the  theatre  in  Goodman’s 
fields,  in  the  charader  of  Richard 
III.  when  he  met  with  fuch  un¬ 
common  applaufe,  as  convinced 
him  his  friends  had  not  flattered 
him.  This  was  in  1740,  and  he 
foon  after  quitted  that  part  of  the 
town  for  the  more  polite  circle  of 
Covent-garden,  where  he  played 
to  crowded  houfes,  and  in  every 
charader  received  additional  ap¬ 
plaufe.  His  merits,  as  an  a^for, 
in  almoft  every  walk,  are  fo  uni. 
verfal,  that  it  would  be  needlefs  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  them  here. 
Ireland  as  well  as  England,  hav¬ 
ing  borne  witnefs  of  his  excel¬ 
lences.  Neverthelefs,  it  muft,  in 
juftice,  be  acknowledged,  in  fpme 
particular  parts  he  has  had  his  ri¬ 
vals,  if  not  his  fuperiors.  Mr. 
Barry,  in  Othello,  furpafled  Mr. 
Garrick;  in  Romeo,  it  was  a  nice 
competition  for  many  fucceflive 
nights  ;  but  the  elegance  of  Mr. 
Barry’s  figure,  at  that  time,  feem- 
cd  to  preponderate  the  fcale  in  his 
favour.  Mr.  Powell’s  Jaffier,  and 
his  Caftalio,  it  was  judged  by 
many  Mr.  Garrick  could  not  reach. 
Wefton,  was,  perhaps,  the  befl 
Scrub  that  ever  appeared  upon  any 
ftage  ;  and  his  Abel  Drugger  was 
pronounced,  by  the  dramatic  con - 
noifleurs,  nearly  upon  a  par  with 
Rofcius’s.  But  then  Mr.  Garrick’s 
univerfality  rendered  him‘fuperior 
to  any  performer  the  writer  of  this 
article  ever  faw,  or  probably  ever 
will  fee ;  and  he  can  make  no  com- 
parifons  but  from  htarfay,  between 
him  and  a,  Betterton,  a  Booth,  a 
Wilks,  &c. 

In  the  year  1747  he  commenced 
joint-patentee  (with  the  late  Mr. 
Lacey)  and  chief  manager  of 
Drury-Iane  Theatre.  About  the 
fame  time,  he  married  the  amiable 


and  accomplifhed  Signiora  Vio- 
letti,  who  was  poflefled  of  a 
very  eafy  fortune.  This  lady  had 
danced  upon  the  flage,  but  had  re¬ 
tired  from  it  for  fome  time,  to  be 
the  companion  of  the  Countefs  of 
Burlington,  who  made  her  this 
ample  provifion  upon  her  mar¬ 
riage. 

We  are  now  to  consider  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  as  a  manager,  and  his  condudl 
in  this  refpedf  has  not  efcaped 
from  many  fevere  animadverfions. 
He  has  often  hit  the  tafle  of  the 
town,  but  has  fornetimes  miftaken 
the  fenfe  of  the  people.  His  ill- 
timed  reprefen  ration  of  the  Chinefe 
Feilival,  juft  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  laft  war,  had  the  efteft  that 
moft  unprejudiced  people  thought ; 
the  galleries  and  pic  took  the  alarm 
at  fuch  a  number  of  foreignei*s  be¬ 
ing  imported  upon  the  occafion ; 
and  though  all  national  prejudices 
fhoiild  be  laid  aflde,  erpecialJy  in 
our  amufements,  yet  they  failed  not 
to  prevail  upon  this  occafion, 
greatly  to  Mr.  Garrick’s  detri¬ 
ment.  However,  it  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  this  gentleman 
has  conftantly  ftudied  to  pleafe  the 
town,  fpared  no  expence  to  effedl 
it,  and  has  generally  fiicceeded. 
If  the  erroneous  tafte  of  the  public 
has  induced  him  to  run  into  fome 
abfurdities,  it  was  to  gratify  their 
vitiated  palates,  which  could  not 
be  pleafed  with  rational  entertain¬ 
ments.  Had  they  been  difliked, 
they  would  have  been  damned  \ 
but,  as  they  met  with  applaufe, 
this  is  the  fureft  teft  of  their  fuit- 
ing  the  genius  of  the  times. 

In  confidering  this  gentleman  as 
a  writer,  we  muft  allow  him  con- 
fiderable  merit;  and  although 
moft  of  his  dramatic  pieces  are 
imitations  from  the  French,  he  has 

always 
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always  given  fuch  a  novel  turn  of 
wit,  humour,  and  charader,  that 
they  are  far  fuperior  to  the  home- 
ipun  manufactures  of  our  modern 
writers.  His  Lethe,  Lying  Va¬ 
let,  Guardian,  &c.  are  undeniable 
proofs  of  this  affertion.  His  ju¬ 
dicious  alterations  of  many  oid 
plays  have  alfo  evinced  his  tafte 
and  delicacy.  His  prologues  have 
conftantly  met  with  univerfal  ap¬ 
probation — but  there  is  one  poeti¬ 
cal  piece,  which  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  afcribed  to  him,  and  which  he 
has  never  denied,  that  will  do 
immortal  honour  to  his  pen  ;  this 
is  the  Ode  on  the  Death  of  the  late 
Mr.  Pelham. 

Mr,  Garrick  may,  upon  the 
whole,  be  confidered  as  a  phaeno- 
menon  of  this  age  ;  and  in  the  col- 
kCled  charaCler  of  aClor,  author, 
and  the  agreeable  companion,  we, 
probably,  ne’er  fhall  look  upon 
his  like  again.”  To'wn  and  Country 
Magazine,  See  our  Poetry  for  laft 
year,  p.  199. 


Heads  of  an  Adi  faffed  on  the  2^d  of 
May,  T776,  being  the  laji  Day  of 
the  laji  SeJ/ion  of  Parliament,  for 
the  Relief  of  Inf olajent  Debtors, 

This  aCl  extends  itfelf  only 
to  perfons  who  are  not  in¬ 
debted  to  any  one  creditor  in  a 
greater  fum  than  loeol.  and  who 
ihall  furrender  up,  on  oath,  all 
their  property  and  effeCls,  for  the 
benefit  of  their  creditors  in  gene¬ 
ral  ;  after  which,  their  perfons, 
and  perfonal  effeCls,  which  they 
may  in  future  acquire,  are  to  be 
for  ever  free  from  all  claims  or  de¬ 
mands,  on  account  of  debts  con¬ 
tracted  before  the  twenty-fecond 
day  of  January  laft;  but  ail  future 


acquifitions  of  real  property  or 
money  in  the  funds,  are  fubjeCted 
to  the  claims  of  their  feveral  credi¬ 
tors. 

Thofe  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  aCl  are, 

i.  Perfons  arrefled  for  debt,  and 
held  to  bail,  on  or  before  the  firil 
day  of  January  laft,  who  fhall  fur- 
render  themfelves  to  prifon,  on  or 
before  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  June 
next. 

II.  Perfons  who  were  arrelled 
for  debt  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  January  laft,  and 
have  remained  ever  fince  in  the 
aClual  cuftody  of  the  keeper  of  one 
of  his  Majefly’s  prifons  ;  crown 
debtors  excepted. 

III.  Fugitives  for  debt,  v/ho 
were  aClually  beyond  fea  on  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  January  lafl, 
and  who  fhall  furrender  themfelves 
within  fourteen  days  next  imme¬ 
diately  after  their  landing  in  Eng¬ 
land  to  the  keeper  of  the  King’s- 
bench,  Marfhalfea,  or  Fleet  pri¬ 
fons,  or  to  the  keeper  of  the  pri¬ 
fon  of  any  dillriCl,  in  which  they 
laid  dwelt,  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
months  before  they  abfeonded. 
But  no  difeharge  can  be  granted  to 
fugitives  after  the  firil  day  of  Au- 
guft,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy -eight. 

IV.  Commiftion  or  Warrant  OL 
beers,  in  his  Majefly’s  fea  or  land 
fervice,  now  upon  the  full  or  half¬ 
pay  lift,  who,  for  fear  of  arrefts, 
have  taken  fhelter  in  privileged 
places,  or  who  have  been  thrown 
into  jail,  and  are  not  under  the 
defeription  of  thofe  perfons  who 
can  take  benefit  by  the  other  pro- 
vifions  of  this  aCl,  are  to  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  fugitives,  and  equally 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  acl, 
provided  they  furrender  themfelves 
on  or  before  the  twenty-fixth  day 
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of  June  next,  to  the  keeper  of  any 
of  his  Majefty^s  prifons,  in  the 
manner  preferibed  for  fugitive 
debtors  returning  from  foreign 
parts* 

V.  Perfons  againfi;  whom  com- 
miffions  of  bankruptcy  have  been 
iflued  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  January  lafl,  and 
who  are  now  in  prifon  for  debt 
only  (not  contumacy),  or  who  are 
now  fecreting  themfelves  for  fear  of 
their  creditors ;  or  perfons  who 
were  in  prifon  for  debt  on  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  January  laft, 
and  againft  whom  commifBons  of 
bankruptcy  have  been  fince  award¬ 
ed,  may  fummon  their  plaintiffs 
before  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
court  wherein  the  procefs  iffued, 
on  which  they  are  or  may  be  de¬ 
tained,  or  (if  fuch  Judge  live  at  a 
diftance)  before  any  Juilice  of  the 
peace  ;  and,  on  the  plain tiff^s  not 
appearing,  or  not  proving  that  fuch 
bankrupts  have  concealed  any  part 
of  their  eftate  or  effedls,  or  have 
not  duly  conformed  themfelves  to 
the  laws  now  in  force  againft  bank¬ 
rupts,  fuch  Judge  or  Juftice  ftiall 
difeharge  them  on  their  taking  an 
oath  that  the  caufe  of  aftion  arofe 
previous  to  the  iffuing  of  the  com- 
niiflion  againft  them,  and  caufing 
common  appearance  to  be  entered 
for  them,  where  neceifary,  in  every 
fuch  fuit. 

Vf.  Bankrupts  againft  whom 
commiflions  have  been  iffued  on  or 
before  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
January  laft,  having  fully  con¬ 
formed  to  the  bankrupt  laws  now 
in  being,  and  not  having  been 
committed  to  prifon  for  any  act  of 
contumacy,  may,  if  their 

creditors  perfift  in  refufing  their 
certificates  after  the  expiration  of 
twelve  months,  apply  to  the  Lord 
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Chancellor,  who,  on  the  report  of 
the  Commiffioners,  has  a  difereti- 
onary  power  to  order  an  advertife- 
ment  to  be  inferted  in  the  Gazette 
for  the  allowance  of  the  certificates 
of  fuch  bankrupts,  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  to  the  fame  effedl,  as  if 
they  had  been  ftgned  by  four-fifths 
in  number  and  value  of  their  cre¬ 
ditors. 

To  prevent  impofitions,  the  dif¬ 
ferent  gaolers  are  immediately,  af¬ 
ter  the  palling  this  aft,  to  give  in 
to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  at 
their  firft  or  fecond  General  Quar¬ 
ter  Seffions,  an  alphabetical  lift  of 
the  prifoaers  who  were  confined  in 
their  feveral  gaols  for  debt  on  the 
22d  day  of  January  laft,  or  fince  the 
date,  under  the  terms  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  this  Aft,  with  the  time  when 
charged,  and  at  whofe  fuit.  Thefc 
lifts  to  be  fworn  to  and  fubferibed 
in  court,  and  to  remain  in  the  pof- 
feftion  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace; 
and  three  copies  of  the  feveral  lifts 
are  to  be  fixed  up  in  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  parts  of  the  different  pri¬ 
fons.  And  the  gaoler  is  further  to 
make  oath,  that  the  perfons  whofe 
names  ate  inferted  in  the  faid  lifts, 
have  not,  to  his  knowledge,  caufed 
themfelves  to  be  arrefted  w'ith  a 
view  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  this 
Aft,  or  refided  out  of  the  prifon 
with  his  privity  fince  their  commit¬ 
ment. 

And  that  the  creditors  of  per¬ 
fons  who  intend  to  take  the  benefit 
of  this  Aft,  may  have  proper  no¬ 
tice  of  theii*  fad  intention,  they 
are  obliged  to  publifh  three  feveral 
notices  (in  the  London  Gazette,  if 
they  are  confined  in  London,  or 
within  the  bills  of  mortality  j  or, 
if  they  are  confined  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  in  fome  newfpaper  publifhed 
near  the  place  where  they  are  fo  in 

cuftodyja 
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cuftody,)  containing  their  names, 
trades,  occupations,  and  two  laft 
places  of  abode,  (if  fo  many)  of 
each  perfon,  and  mentioning  fuch 
notice  in  each  Gazette,  or  news¬ 
paper,  to  be  the  Second^  or 

*Third  notice,  according  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  publilhing  them  ;  the  hrit  to 
be  inferted  at  leaft  thirty  days,  and 
the  third  at  leaft  ten  days  before 
the  feffions,  at  which  they  propofe 
to  apply  for  their  difcharge.  For 
publilhing  each  notice,  two-pence 
only  is  to  be  paid  by  any  fuch  pri- 
foner.  And  every  fuch  notice  is 
to  be  ligned  by  the  prifoner,  and 
counterfigned  by  the  gaoler. 

And,  for  the  better  information 
of  creditors,  a  fchedule  of  every 
fuch  debtor’s  eftate  is  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  gaoler  for  their  infpec- 
tion,  previous  to  the  publication  of 
the  notices,  and  fuch  delivery  fpe- 
cified  in  the  firft  notice ;  and  if  it 
fhould  be  made  to  appear,  at  the 
faid  feffions,  that  any  prifoner 
Ihould  have  neglefled  to  deliver 
fuch  fchedule  to  the  gaoler,  he  lhall 
be  remanded  to  prifon  by  the  Juf- 
tices,  until  the  above  diredions  are 
complied  with. 

The  gaoler  is  obliged  to  atteft 
each  prifoner’s  lignature  to  his 
fchedule,  and  give  the  prifoner  a 
duplicate  thereof;  and  is  alfo^to 
give  a  copy  to  any  creditor  who 
may  defire  it,  under  a  penalty  of 
20I. 

Prlfoners  who  want  to  procure 
their  difcharge,  are  to  apply  by 
petition  to  any  of  the  juftices  of 
the  peace  within  whofe  jurifdidion 
they  are  conhned,  and  deliver  in 
with  their  petitions  the  fchedules  of 
their  ellates,  to  which  they  are  to 
fwear  at  the  enfuing  firll  or  fecond 
quarter  feffions ;  upon  which  the 
Juflice  is  to  dired  a  warrant,  un¬ 


der  his  hand  and  feal,  tp  the  She¬ 
riff  or  keeper  of  the  prilbn,  re¬ 
quiring  them  to  be  brought  up,  af¬ 
ter  the  expiration  of  ten  days,  to 
the  faid  feffions,  with  the  warrants 
of  their  detainer,  and  copies  of  the 
canfes  with  which  they  are  charged ; 
which  warrants  of  ihe  Jufticc  all 
Sheriffs  and  gaolers  are  obliged  to 
obey  ;  and  if  any  juftice  lhall  neg- 
led  to  tranfmit  the  fchedules  of 
fuch  prifoners  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  for  the  infpedion  of  credi¬ 
tors,  within  ten  days  after  he  lhall 
have  received  it,  he  is  to  forfeit 
ten  pounds;  one  moiety  to  go  to 
the  /party  who  profecutes  for  the 
fame,  and  the  other  to  the  poor  of 
the  parilh  where  the  offence  lhall 
be  committed. 

When  the  prifoners  are  brought 
up  for  their  difcharge,  they  are  to 
make  oath  of  the  time  of  their  con¬ 
finement,  or  furrender,  and  that 
they  have  been  ever  fince  in  adual 
cuftody  in  the  prifon  or  liberties 
thereof,  and  without  any  fraud  or 
collufion  whatfoever;  and  that  the 
fchedules  delivered  in  by  them  re- 
fpedtively,  contain,  to  the  bell  of 
their  knowledge,  a  perfedt  account 
and  difeovery  of  their  eftates  and 
effefls,  real  and  perfonal,  except 
wearing-apparel  and  bedding  for 
themfeives  and  families,  working 
tools  and  neceffary  implements,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  fum  of  money  not 
exceeding  forty  Ihiilings,  and  thefe 
in  the  whold  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  twenty  pounds,  each. 

The  feveral  fchedules  are  to  be 
then  fubferibed  by  them  refpe^live- 
ly  in  the  prefence  of  the  JulHces  in 
open  feffion,  and  lliall  be  lodged 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the 
examination  of  the  creditors;  and, 
to  exhibit  the  fame  to  any  creditor, 
or  hi*  attorney,  on  payment  of 

one 
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one  fhllllng,  and  give  a  copy 
thereof  (not  on  ilamped  paper)  at 
fix-pence  a  fheet,  or  forfeit  ten 
pounds  and  treble  cofts,  one  moiety 
to  the  poor>  the  other  to  the  pro- 
fee  u  tor. 

At  the  requefl:  of  a  creditor  the 
court  may  examine  the  gaoler,  or 
any  under  officer  of  a  prifon,  on 
oath,  touching  any  thing  contain¬ 
ed  in  any  of  the  oaths  preferibed 
by  this  A£l ;  and  if  the  oath  taken 
by  any  prifoner  in  open  court  lhall 
not  be  difproved  by  good  teftimony, 
the  court  is  to  difeharge  him,  on 
his  paying  a  fee  of  one  fhilling  to 
the  gaoler. 

Infolvents  difeharged  under  this 
A(5l,  convicted  of  perjury  in  any 
oath  therein  directed  to  be  taken, 
lhall  be  adjudged  felons,  and 
fuffer  death  without  benefit  of 
clergy. 

The  efiate  and  efFecfs  of  pri- 
foners  upon  their  difeharge  to  be 
veiled  in  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace, 
and  their  fucceffors,  who  arc  to 
make  over  the  fame  to  afiignees  to 
be  named  by  the  court,  for  which 
they  ihall  be  paid  two  fhillings.— - 
The  afiignees  are  impowered  to  fue 
in  their  names  for  the  infolvent’s 
cilate,  or  execute  any  truil  or 
power  for  the  prifoner,  whofe  real 
eilate  they  are  to  make  fale  of,  and 
make  a  dividend  of  the  purchafe- 
money  within  three  months,  firfl: 
making  up  their  accounts,  and  ve¬ 
rifying  them  upon  oath. 

Thirty  days  notice  to  be  given 
of  making  a  dividend,  and  no  per- 
fons  are  to  receive  any  ihare  until 
their  debts  are  proved  and  allowed 
by  the  court.  The  furplus,  if  any, 
of  the  infolvent’s  eklate  to  be  paid 
to  him. 

If  there  fhould  be  any  omiffion 
in  the  infolvent’s  fchedule,  his 
VoL.  XIX. 
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creditors  are  not  to  fuffer  thereby, 
and  no  fuit  in  equity  can  be  com¬ 
menced  but  by  confent  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  in  number  and  va¬ 
lue. 

No  affignment  of  the  infolvent 
can  affedl  prior  mortgages;  and 
the  power  in  prifoners  of  leafing 
lands  ate  to  be  veiled  in  the  a^ 
fignees. 

Fugitives  intending  to  furren- 
der,  and  previoufly  arrelled,  are 
not  thereby  excluded  from  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  this  A61. 

But  perfons  who  have  defrauded 
their  creditors  by  taking  up  goods, 
money,  or  fecurities,  under  falfe 
pretences,  are  pofitively  excluded 
from  any  benefit,  if  the  fame  be 
proved  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  the 
Juftices  in  feffion.  Thofe  alfo  are 
excepted  who  fhall  be  found  to  have 
fold  or  affigned  any  part  of  their 
property  with  intent  to  defraud 
their  creditors. 

The  difeharge  of  a  prifoner  is 
no  acquittal  to  his  partners  or  fure- 
ties. 

Gaolers  making  falfe  entries  in 
their  prifon  books  or  lids,  to  for¬ 
feit  500  1.  with  treble  cods. 

Every  creditor  has  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand  an  interview  with  his  debtor 
in  prifon,  who,  if  he  ffiall  refufe  to 
tell  the  name  and  abode  of  the  per- 
fon  at  whofe  fuit  he  is  detained, 
fhall  be  excluded  the  benefit  of 
this  A<51. 

Every  creditor  who  Ihall  oppofe 
a  piifoner’s  difeharge,  fliall  allow 
the  prifoner  3s.  6d.  or  4s.  per 
w'eek,  in  default  of  which  for  one 
fortnight,  he  may  obtain  a  dif¬ 
eharge. 

Perfons  owing  more  than  1000  I, 
to  one  perfon,  may  obtain  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  this  A<d,  if  they  can  pro¬ 
cure  fuch  cieditor’s  confent.  Or  if 

[^] 
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the  debt  was  incurred  by  being 
fureties  for  others,  and  that  it  be 
proved  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
court,  that  the  prifoners  had  never 
applied  any  part  of  the  money  or 
property  obtained  on  that  fecurity 
to  their  own  ufe. 

Twenty  per  cent,  is  allowed  for 
the  difcovcry  of  any  part  ofan  in- 
folvent’s  eftate,  hot  fet  forth  in  the 
fchedule  delivered,  provided  fuch 
difcovery  be  made  within  twelve 
months  ;  and  perfons  convifted  of 
concealing  any  part  of  an  infol* 
vent’s  ejftatc,  are  to  forfeit  lool. 
with  double  the  value  of  the  eftate 
or  efFedls. 

Difchaiiges  fraudulently  obtained 
are  declared  to  be  void  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purpofes. 

Affignees,  with  the  confent  of  a 
majority  of  the  creditors,  may 
compound  debts,  and  fubmit  any 
difpute  relating  thereto  to  arbitra¬ 
tion ;  and  if  the  heirs  of  affignees 
fhould  refufe  to  adl,  others  are  to 
be  appointed,  and  a  freih  affign- 
ment  executed  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  as  if  no  former  one  had 
been  made.  Affignees  complained 
againft  for  fraud,  mifmanagement, 
or  miihehaviour,  are  to  be  fum- 
moned  before  the  Juftices  in  gene¬ 
ral  quarter  feffion,  who  are  to  make 
fuch  order  thereupon  as  they  lhail 
think  ht. 

Where  mutual  credit  has  been 
given,  the  balance  is  to  be  hated 
and  allowed. 

Prifoners  on  procefs  out  of 
courts  of  confcience  are  to  have  the 
benefit  of  this  A£l ;  alfo  perfons 
confined  only  for  their  fees. 

But  perfons  who  have  taken  the 
benefit  of  any  Infolvent  Aft  within 
eight  years  cannot  receive  any  be¬ 
nefit  from  this  Aft  ;  unlefs  they 
can  produce  a  ceriilicate  figned  by 
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a  proper  officer,  fetting  forth  that 
they  are  enlifted  to  ferve  in  his 
Majehy’s  fea  or  land  fcrvice. 

There  is  a  particular  claufe  in 
favour  of  a  lunatic  now  in  the 
King^s  -bench  prifon,  whofe  cafe 
does  not  come  within  the  deferip- 
tion  of  thofe  who  are  generally  en¬ 
titled  to  their  difeharpre  under  this 
Aft. 

This  Aft  is  not  to  extend  to  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot¬ 
land. 


Remarkable  Addrefs  of  the  frefenP 
Governors  and  DireSiors  of  the 
Poor  of  the  Parijh  of^x.,  Andrew, 
Hoi  born,  abo<ve  the  Bars,  and 
Saint  George  the  Martyr,  in  the 
County  of  M-iddlefex,  united,  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  faid  Parijh ;  inferted 
to  Jhenjo  the  great  Adojantages  likely 
to  accrue  to  both  rich  and  poor,  by 
the  for mePs  placing  the  latter  iWu 
able  and  honef  Hands, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

E  think  it  expedient  to  fab. 
mit  to  your  infpeftion  the 
under- Hated  accompt  for  the  laft 
four  years,  by  which  it  evidently 
appears,  that  a  fum  not  exceeding 
4.000  1.  per  annum  during  the  time 
we  have  been  in  the  diredlion,  has 
been  found  fufficient  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  and  fupport  of  the  Poor  of 
tliefe  parifiies;  infiead  of  5550]. 
per  annum,  the  average  fum  raifed 
for  the  preceding  eight  years.  And 
there  is  no  doubt,  Ihould  the  pre- 
fent  plan  of  management  be  con¬ 
tinued,  that  the  Poor’s  Rate  will 
be  dill  lower. 

We  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence 
the  extraordinary  affiltance  we  have 
received  from  two  gentlemen, 
(Melfrs.  iVikins  and  Crifpin)  vvho 
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by  their  unwearied  application  to 
the  bufinefs  of  thefe  parifhes,  and 
their  praflical  knowledge  thereof, 
have  been  greatly  inflrumental  in 
redeeming  us,  fo  fpeedily,  from  a 
weight  of  taxes,  annually  increa- 
fing  ;  and  in  bringing  about  this 
long-wifhed-for  reformation,  fo 
honourable  to  themfelves  and  be¬ 
neficial  to  us  all)  your  poor  in 
particular  are  at  leaft  as  well  fup- 
plied  with  wholefome  food,  and 
every  other  necefiary  as  hereto¬ 
fore. — The  children  are  fent  into 
the  country  in  ftrifl  conformity  to 
the  a(5t  of  parliament,  the  tradef- 
men’s  bills  are  regularly  paid 
quarterly — and  all  this  is  done  for 
1550I.  per  annum  lefs  than  the  fum 
annually  raifed  during  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  late  directors, 
viz.  from  the  year  1767  to  the 
year  1775  »  notwithfianding  pro- 
vifions  and  every  other  article  is, 
on  an  average,  at  leafl  gs  dear  as 
during  that  period — befides  pay¬ 


ing  olF  a  debt  contrafled  to  the 
amount  of  3 177I. 

By  examining  the  parifh  books 
(which  are  daily  open  to  the  in- 
fpeClion  of  every  houfekeeper)  it 
will  appear,  moil:  clearly,  that 
thefe  parifhes  fuftained  a  lofs  of 
upwards  of  12000I.  during  the 
time  of  the  late  direction  ;  and  that 
the  prefent  Governors  and  Direc¬ 
tors  have,  in  the  two  years  you 
have  intrufted  them  with  the  ma¬ 
nagement,  paid  off  the  above 
debt,  and  reduced  the  Poores  Rate 
from  3s.  in  the  pound  to  is.  pd. 
For  your  further  fatisfaClion  we 
are  happy  we  can  inform  you,  that 
there  is  not  the  leaft  doubt  but 
IS.  6d.  will  be  fufficient  at  the  clofc 
of  the  prefent  year. 

We  are. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

,  Your  meft  humble  Servants, 

The  Prefent  GOVERNORS  and 
DIRECTORS  of  the  POOR. 


State  of  Qnjerfeers  Accompts  In  the  Four  following  Tears, 


Parifh  debt  at  Lady-day  1772 

F' 

Received  from  La-") 

dy  day  1772  to  ["4903  8  5 

Lady-day  1773  j 
From  Lady-day  1773  L  ,  ^ 

to  Laclv..day  17743  ^ 

From  Lady-day  1774  I 


/.  s.  d. 

619  00 


to  Lady-day  1775  j  ^ 
FromLady-dayl775  ?  ,  , 

to  Lady-day  1776  3 


t  Parifh  debt  7  „ 


7  incteafed  to  3 


372  15  o 


,  Parifh  debt  ? 

’  1  ncreafed  fo  3  ^ 


Parifh  debt  1 
reduced  to  3  ^ 

Debt  paid  off  and  7 
above  50ol.in  hand.  3 


Expended  J  55  g 
tills  year  3 

Expended  7168  6  6 

Expended  4635  19  6 
Expended  38^1  15  0 


PubHftied  by  order  of  the  Board  the  6th  of  Nov.  1776. 

T.  WADE,  Clerk. 


Some 
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Some  Account  of  the  public  trials 
tnade  by  David  Hartley,  -^/y; 
Member  of"  P arli ament  for  King- 
ilon  upon  Hull,  to  e^jince  the 
Efficacy  of  a  nenx),  cheapo  and 
iajy  Method  indented  by  him,  for 
frefernjing  HoufeSy  Ships  y  Oc. 
built  'vjith  the  moft  combufible  Ma¬ 
terials,  from  Fire ;  nvith  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Lord-Mayor,  Al¬ 
dermen,  and  Commons,  of  the  City 
ef  London,  in  Common  Council 
afj'embledy  relatiate  thereto,  lAc, 

Fire,  we  need  not  obferve,  is 
an  ejement  of  fo  fierce  a  na¬ 
ture,  that  there  is  no  playing  with 
it,  without  the  utmoft  danger;  fo 
that  every  experiment  tried  by  it, 
as  an  agent,  or  upon  it,  as  a  fub- 
Je6l,  may  be  truly  ftiled  an  Expe- 
rimenium  P ericulojum  ;  that  is,  in 
the  language  of  Medicine,  an  ex- 
|>eriment  not  to  be  tried  with  im¬ 
punity,  One  would,  therefore, 
be  apt  to  imagine,  that  even  a 
fingle  trial  of  any  one  method  to 
check  its  fury,  might,  on  proving 
fuccefsful,  be  pronounced  equally 
decifive.  But  the  greatefi;  men  are 
fo  far  from  being  arrogant,  that 
they  feldom  do  themfelves  common 
juflice  in  their  own  eftimation  ; 
and,  perhaps,  the  truth  of  this 
maxim  never  fhone  forth  more 
confpicuous,  than  in  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Hartley,  with  regard  to  this 
his  equally  grand,  ufeful,  and 
iingular  invention.  Though  con¬ 
vinced,  in  his  own  mind,  that  he 
could  not  make  it,  cither  as  bene¬ 
ficial  to  hiinfelf,  as  he  had  a  right 
to  expert,  or  as  advantageous  to 
mankind,  as  his  benevolence 
prompted  him  to  wifi),  unlefs  he 
could  retain  the  foie  property  in 
it,  and,  of  courfe,  the  foie  ma¬ 
nagement  of  it,  for  fome  unufual 


length  of  time,  he,  with  a  fplrlc 
which  muft  ever  do  him  the  great-- 
efi:  honour,  took  as  much  pains, 
and  fpent  as  much  money,  to  ob¬ 
tain  that  favour,  if  we  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  call  it  one,  as  the  gree» 
dieft  adventurer  in  the  needieR 
circumftances,  on  the  one  hand,  or 
the  moft  patriot  Prince,  with  the 
molt  princely  fortune,  on  the  other, 
might  be  fuppofed  willing  to  fub- 
mit  to.  He  built  a  houfe,  three 
Rories  high,  with  two  large  rooms 
on  a  floor,  on  Wimbledon  Com¬ 
mon,  and  tried  no  fewer  than  fix 
experiments  upon  this  houfe,  for 
the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Public  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  thofe  great  bodies  in 
particular,  including  his  Majefty, 
whofe  approbation  was  requifite 
for  his  obtaining  an  extenfion  of 
the  term,  to  which  royal  patents 
are  limited  by  law  ;  and  whofe  ex¬ 
ample  befides  might  be  ferviceable 
to  induce  the  bulk  of  the  people  to 
open  their  eyes  to  their  own  good. 

The  firR  of  thefe  views,  Mr. 
Hartley  has  already,  with  no  lefs 
honour  to  the  legifiature  than  to 
himfelf,  perfectly  fucceeded  in  ; 
and  we  hope  he  will,  ere  long, 
equally  fucceed  in  the  fecond.  But, 
confidering  the  nature  of  our  work, 
it  would  ill  become  us  to  confine 
ourfelves  to  fuch  barren  things  as 
hopes,  or  even  vows,  on  the  oc- 
caiion.  We  think  ourfelves  bound 
to  contribute  all  in  our  little  power 
to  io  defirable  an  event  ;  and, 
therefore,  as  the  efficacy  of  his  in¬ 
vention  mull  beR  appear  from  fome 
account  of  the  trials  already  made 
of  it,  we  lhall  proceed  to  a 
fiiort  but  faithful  defcription  or 
one  of  them,  which  may  do  for  all 
the  reR, 

Mr.  Hartley’s  third  trial  was 
exhibited  with  peculiar  propriety, 

wc 
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we  might  indeed  fay,  elegance  of 
choice,  on  the  anniverfary  day  of 
the  great  fire  of  London,  in  1666, 
before  the  Lord- Mayor  of  London, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Corporation, 
and  the  Committee  of  City  Lands ; 
the  fourth,  on  the  27th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  before  their  Majerties, 
their  Royal  HighnefiTes  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  Bifhop  of  Ofna- 
brugh,  and  the  two  eldellPrinceifes, 
with  their  attendants,  and  fevera! 
other  noblemen,  ladies,  and  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  all,  if  we  may  ufethe 
expreffion,  (hook  hands  with  the 
fire,  at  familiarly  as  the  meaneft 
of  their  inferiors  could  be  expeiiled 
to  do  ;  the  fifth,  before  a  fpecial 
committee  of  the  city  of  London, 
attended  by  their  builders,  fur- 
v.eyors,  and  other  proper  officers. 
After  the  trial,  at  which  the  Lord- 
Mayor  affifted,  his  Lordfhip  laid 
the  foundation  fione  of  a  pillar, 
with  the  following  infeription  ; 

The  Right  Hon.  JOHN  SAW- 
BRIDGE,  Efq; 

Lord-Mayor,  of  London, 
Laid  the  Foundation  Stone 
Of  this  PILLAR, 

One  Hundred  and  Ten  Years  after 
the  Fire  of  London, 

On  the  Anniversary 
Of 

That  dreadful  Event; 

In  Memory  • 

Of 

An  Invention 

For  SECURING  BUILDINGS 
AGAINST  FIRE. 

And  foon  after,  viz.  on  the  5th 
of  November,  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  City  Lands^  not 
only  extremely  favourable,  we 
may  be  fare,  but  highly  honoura¬ 
ble,  to  Mr.  Hartley,  having  been 
agreed  to  in  common-council,  the 
court  unanimoully  refolved,  that 


the  freedom  of  the  city  fhould  be 
prefen  ted  to  him,  in  confideration 
of  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue 
to  the  public  from  his  invention, 
and  for  his  refpefitful  attention  to 
the  city  in  his  repeated  experi¬ 
ments,  performed  before  many  of 
the  members  of  the  court  5  the 
copy  of  the  freedom,  with  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  court  inferted  there¬ 
in,  to  be  delivered  by  the  Cham¬ 
berlain  to  Mr.  Flartley,  and  the 
report  and  the  refolution  to  be 
fairly  tranferibed  and  figned  by 
Mr.  Town-Clerk,  and  by  him,  in 
like  manner,  prefented  to  Mr, 
Hartley.  Moreover,  the  court  fe- 
rioufly  recommended  the  ufe  of 
Mr.  Hartley’s  method  in  all  the 
houfes.  See.  already  built,  or  which 
might  afterwards  be  built,  on  the 
extenuve  eftates  belonging  to  the 
city. 

In  return  for  all  thefe  no  lefs 
juft  than  flattering  marks  of  ap¬ 
probation,  Mr.  Hartley  wrote  the 
Chamberlain  of  London  a  letter, 
which,  as  it  muft  fully  exculpate 
us  from  the  charge  of  fulfomenefs 
in  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Hartley’s  mo- 
defty  throughout  the  whole  of  thefe 
proceedings,  we  think  it  highly 
incumbent  on  us  to  infect.  It  is 
as  follows ; 

Golden-fauaret  March  25,  1 777. 
SIR, 

Give  me  leave,  through  your 
means,  to  return  my  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common^ 
council  affembled,  for  the  very 
diftinguifhing  marks  of  their  fa¬ 
vour,  which  they  have  been  pleafed 
to  confer  upon  me,  in  giving  me 
admifiion  to  the  freedom  of  fo  re- 
fpedable  a  corporation,  with  the 
additional  honour  of  creding  a 

[^]  3  pillar 
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pillar  to  commemorate  the  inven¬ 
tion  for  fecuring  buildings  from 
fire. 

The  general  refped  which  I 
entertain  upon  all  occahons  to¬ 
wards  the  city  of  London^  as  the 
moll  important  member  of  the 
community,  and  the  peculiar  pro¬ 
priety  of  offering  an  invention  to 
their  attention,  w’hich  above  all 
feems  calculated  for  the  fecurity  of 
great  cities,  were  my  motives  for 
laying  this  matter  before  them. 
Their  approbation  of  my  condudl, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  my  labours,  is 
the  highell  fatisfaflion  to  me.  As 
they  have  been  pleafed  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  ufe  of  the  invention  in 
their  own  buildings,  they  may  be 
affured  that  nothing  in  ray  power 
iliall  be  wanting  to  facilitate  the 
execution. 

It  h  as  cofl  me  much  labour 
and  anxiety  to  bring  the  invention 
into  that  degree  of  forwardnefs  in 
which  it  is  at  prefent ;  therefore  I 
do  more  immediately  and  perfonal- 
ly  feel  the  kindnefs  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  giving  me  their  af- 
fiftance  and  countenance  in  the 
profecution  of  fo  important  an  ob- 
jedl.  As  I  know  the  public  good 
to  be  the  objeft  of  their  attention, 
it  is  a  double  fatisfa^fian  to  me  to 
labour  with  them  in  the  common 
caufe,  and  to  contribute  my  bel\ 
endeavours  under  their  powerful 
and  refpedlful  patronage.  I  beg 
leave  to  affure  them  that  the  liip-heil 

■  O 

point  of  my  ambition  will  at  all 
times  be,  to  merit  the  approbation 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  good  wili  of  my  country. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod:  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

D.  HARTLEY.’’ 

rro  ihe  Cha7nberlain 
vf  the  City  of  London,  J  , 


But,  to  return  to  the  experi¬ 
ments,  Mr.  Hartley’s  fixth  and 
lad,  was  made  on  the  nth  of 
November,  before  feveral  of  the 
.mod  refpeflable  members  of  both. 
Houfes :  and  as,  befides  all  his 
trials  being  on  the  fame  plan,  we 
may  be  fure  the  lad,  fuppofing  any 
difference  between  them,  was  the 
fevered,  as  calculated  to  anfwer  all 
the  cavils,  and  conquer  all  the 
objeflions  which  might  have  been 
made  to  his  former  trials,  and  ob¬ 
viate  all  thofe,  which  he  might  be 
apprehenfive  of  with  fegard  to  his 
future  ones  ;  and  facls  being  more¬ 
over,  on  this  occafion  particularly, 
the  bed,  if  not  the  only  folid,  ar¬ 
guments,  we  have  fixed  on  this 
lad  trial,  as  the  propered  for  our 
purpofe. 

On  this  memorable  day,  then, 
Mr.  Hartley,  after  carrying  his 
company,  as  ufual,  round  the 
houfe  of  trial,  in  order  to  fee  the 
marks  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  large  fires,  which,  at  former 
experiments,  had  been  lighted  in 
different  parts  of  it;  fird,  ordered' 
a  fire  to  be  made  on  the  deal  floor¬ 
ing  of  one  of  the  ground-room 
floors.  Then,  a  large  faggot  of 
fhavings,  fufpended  by  iron  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  fame  room,  was 
fet  on  fire.  Thirdly,  the  flair- 
cafe  w'as  fet  on  fire,  both  above 
and  below,  without  the  fire’s  ex¬ 
tending,  in  either  cafe,  beyond 
the  fpot  on  which  it  was  lighted, 
Laftly,  the  other  room  on  the 
ground  floor,  filled  alrnod  to  the 
top  with  faggots,  pitch,  and  other 
combuflibles,  was  fet  fire  to;  but, 
though  they  all  burnt  with  fuch 
fury,  as  to  vomit  forth  a  perpetual 
torrent  of  flame  and  fmoke,  and 
thereby  render  all  approach  within 
thirty  yards  of  the  windows,  on 
the  outfide,  abfolutei'y  impradica- 

bk. 
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ble,  the  room  adjoining  to,  and 
that  immediately  over,  this  little 
i^^tna,  continued  as  cool  and  as 
acceffible,  as  if  no  fire  had  been  in 
the  houfe.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
Hartley  and  his  company  feem  to 
have  made  it  a  conftant  rule  to 
pafs,  in  thefe  very  rooms,  a  great 
part  of  the  time,  during  which 
the  fire  burned  with  the  greatelt 
fury  in  the  other. 

Nor  was  it  walls,  and  floors, 
and  cielings,  alone,  which,  by 
means  of  Mr.  Hartley’s  invention, 
were  enabled  to  mock  the  rage  of 
the  otherwife  all-devouring  ele¬ 
ment  ;  fixtures,  and  even  furni¬ 
ture,  were  thereby  rendered  proof 
againll:  it,  though  found  at  the 
fame  time  fufficient  to  prepare  iron 
for  the  anvil,  and  water  for  the 
tea-pot;  and,  of  courfe,  anfwer 
all  the  neceflary  and  ufeful  pur- 
pofes  of  life  :  particularly,  a  bed 
being  purpofely  fet  on  fire,  little 
more  of  it  was  confumed  than  what 
the  fire  had  been  immediately  ap¬ 
plied  to. 

Aftonifliing  as  the  eiFedls  of  this 
contrivance  for  fecuring  houfes, 
Hiips,  and  other  buildings,  of  the 
mofl:  cornbuftible  materials,  from 
fire,  mull  appear,  the  means  per¬ 
haps  may  be  thought  equally  fo. 
It  is  only  nailing  the  thinneft 
plates  of  iron  to  the  joifts.  See.  and 
thefe  plates  may  be  plain,  or  painted 
of  any  colour.  To  crown  all,  as 
this  method  muft  be  allowed  ex¬ 
tremely  eafy,  there  is  the  greatell 
reafon  to  believe,  that  it  w'ill  be 
found  equally  cheap.  We  are  af- 
fured,  that  the  additional  expence 
of  building,  created  by  tlie  ufe  of 
this  invention,  will  fcarce  exceed 
three  per  cent.  How  v/ould  fuch  an 
happy  event  have  rejoiced  the  good 
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heart  of  the  Great  Berkley,  who 
in  his  equally  fenfible,  ingenious, 
and  benevolent  queries,  looked 
upon  our  houfes,  confidering  their 
materials,  as  fo  many  fire-lhips  ; 
and  our  towns  and  villages,  as  fo 
many  fleets  and  fquadrons  of  fuch. 
fliips  met  together  for  the  laudable 
purpofeof mutual deftruftion.  But, 
indeed,  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  ex» 
pence  of  this  method,  may  be  con- 
fldered  as  an  infult  on  the  under- 
ftandings  and  feelings  of  our  rea¬ 
ders.  What  is  any  money  to  life, 
to  a  limb,  to  health  ?  and  above 
all,  to  that  fecurity  of  mind,  in 
which  this  new  method  mull  en¬ 
able  every  man  who  has  recourfe 
to  it,  to  live,  and  efpecially  lie 
down  to  fleep,  with  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  his  perfon  from  the  moft 
painful  of  all  deaths ;  and,  of  his 
property,  from  the  moft  abfolute 
of  all  deftruflions ;  not  to  mention 
records,  deeds,  and  other  manu- 
feripts,  with  feveral  highly  ufeful 
and  curious  productions  of  nature 
and  art,  which  on  account  of  the 
uncommon  hazard  from  fire  at¬ 
tending  them  in  every  other  mode 
of  prefervation,  are  not  to  be  in- 
fared  at  any  price ;  and,  as  Angle 
in  their  kinds,  not  to  be  replaced 
by  any  induftry?  We  could  fay  a 
great  deal  more  on  the  fubjeCt,  but 
that  we  find,  on  looking  back  upon 
what  we  have  already  faid,  that 
our  aftonifhment  at  the  grandeur, 
ufefulnefs,  and  Angularity,  of  Mr. 
Hartley’s  invention,  our  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  our 
gratitude,  as  making  fome  part  of 
it,  to  Mr.  Hartley,  has  already 
hurried  usbeyond  ourufual bounds. 
Still,  we  cannot  prevail  on  our- 
felves  to  ftop,  without  making  one 
remark  more ;  viz.  that  next  to 
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the  arts  of  fupplying  man  with 


food,  this  of  defending  him  againfl: 
fire,  muft  be  ranked  among  the 
moll  capital ;  nay,  we  need  not 
fcruple  giving  it  the  fuperiority 
over  that  of  fecuring  him  from  wa¬ 
ter,  lince  he  can  do  infinitely  bet¬ 
ter  without  expofing  himfelf  to 
danger  from  the  lall,  than  from 
the  lirll  of  thefe  elements.  Ac- 

/  ■ 


cordingly,  we  fhould  have  given 
an  account  of  this  noble  invention, 
at  the  head  of  our  article  of  Pro- 
jefts ;  but  that  we  expelled  fome<p 
thing  on  the  fubjedl  from  the  in¬ 
genious  and  beneficent  Inventor’s 
own  pen,  till,  through  the  nature 
of  our  publication,  the  opportunity 
of  placing  it  there,  flipt  out  of  our 
hands. 
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SUPPLIES. 


A  R  M  Y, 

20752  land  forces  with  3213  invalids 
Plantations  and  Africa 
Irifh  and  Britifli  pay  for  troops  in 
America 

General  and  Half  officers 
Levy  money  for  augmentation  of' 
Britifh  and  Irifh  forces  for  1776 
5  Hanoverian  battalions  of  foot  at 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  from 
the  ill  Sept,  to  the  24th  De- 
cerpber,  1 775 
Dito  for  1776 

Charge  of  a  regiment  of  High¬ 
landers,  confiding  of  two  bat¬ 
talions 

Charge  of  augmentation  to  his 
Majefty’s  forces  to  Dec.  24, 1775 
Ditto  ex.  faving  grants  laft  I'efTions 
Chelfea  Hofpital 
Reduced  officers 
2  troops  horfe-guards  reduced 
Penfions  to  widows 


659200 

723432 

42530 

II505 


s. 


1 1 


1075 1 2 

97575 

850 

608 


d, 

lo^ 

/4 


£• 


r,  d* 


12394  Heffians  for  1776 

381887 

4 

5f 

4300  Brunfvvickers  ditto  - 

121475 

12 

I 

Regiment  of  Hanau  from  March  6,  ' 
to  December  24,  being  294  days  ' 

19006 

19 

J4- 

6  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland,  1 

and  other  augmentations,  to  S 

'  137448 

7 

0 

December  24,  1776  -  -  \ 

I^and  extras  -  - 

845165 

14 

Si 

liacM 


3462282  3 

N  A  V  y 


NAVY. 

28000  Teamen,  with  6665  marines 
Ordinary  and  Navy^ 

Building  and  repairing  fhips 

Greenwich  Hofpital 

Towards  difcharge  of  navy  debt  • 


ORDNANCE. 

Ordinaries  • 
Extraordinaries 


^  a  St  dt 

1456000  o  o 
426904  19  6 

339151  o  o 
5000  o  o 
lOOOCOO  o  o 


'3* 


•3227055  19  6 


249655  18  6 

223I7I  II  II 


Total  of  fupply 
Excefs  of  ways  and  means 


472S27  10  5; 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

Roads  and  bridges  in  North  Britain 
Weftrninfter  bridge 
American  forts 
American  furveys 
Commons*  addrefles  ^ 

Nova  Scotia  -  - 

Georgia  •  ,  -  « 

Eaft  Florida  -  .  ^ 

Weft  Florida  -  - 

Senegambia  •  •  . 


Expence  of  and  lofs  by  coinage 
Exchequer  bills  difcharged 

DEFICIENCIES. 

Malt 

Land  ... 

3^  per  cents  -  - 

Coinage  '  -  -  - 

Grants  1775 


6996 

10 

2 

20C0 

0 

0 

13000 

0 

0 

1885 

4 

0 

7406 

0 

3 

4346 

10 

5 

3086 

0 

0 

4950 

0 

0 

4063 

^9 

3 

6336 

0 

9 

SJ 

ISi 


54070  4  10 
92421  15  I 
1350000  o  o 


189778  II  2 
260221^  8  10 
44096  5  I o 

7475  6  2 

37348  12  8i 


538920  4  9 

9097577  17  lof 
56652  6  55 


w  A  y  s 


Land  4s. 
Malt 


MEAN  S. 


9154230  4  4| 

/ 

2000000  o  o 
750000  o  o 

Surpk* 
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Surplus  in  finking  fund,  5th  January 

£■ 

17869 

s, 

4 

</. 

Ditto,  ditto  April  5 

m 

V  ■*» 

962571 

16 

2 

Growing  produce  ditto 

- 

- 

1837428 

3 

10 

Gum  feneca 

- 

- 

2000 

0 

0 

French  prize  money 

- 

1  m 

17000 

0 

o' 

Certain  favings  in  pay-office 

- 

2301  1 

7 

0 

Sale  of  ceded  iflands 

- 

30000 

0 

0 

New  exchequer  bills 

- 

- 

1500000 

0 

0 

Surplus  of  American  revenues 

- 

m  0m 

2905 

8 

2 

Sundry  furpluffes  in  exchequer, 
of  duty  on  rice,  cambrick. 

confining  of  furplusi 
apples,  militia  mo-  j 

[  IH44 

4 

3l 

ney.  See. 

- 

• 

\ 

Total  of  Wavs  and  Means 

- 

m  M 

7154230 

4 

4l 

Annuities  and  lottery  at  3  per  cent. 

mm 

2000000 

0 

0 

9154230 

4 

44: 

SUPPLIES  of  1775  and  1776  compared. 


Navy 

Ordnance 

Army 

Deficiencies 

Mifceilaneous  Services  - 


1775- 

s.  d. 

1674059  15  10 
260807  6  10 

1597001  9  9I 

607974  10  7! 

166559  19  9 


1776. 

3227055  19  6  1552996  3  8  Inc«- 

472827  10  ,  5  212020  3  7  ditto* 

3462282  3  3|-  1865280  13  6|-  ditto. 

538920  4  9  69054  5  io|;  deer. 

54070  4  10  112489  14  II  ditto. 


When  Lord  North  had  gone 
'  through  the  foregoing  date,  he  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  fhould, 
on  a  future  day,  communicate  to 
them  a  meffage  from  his  Majelly 
for  a  vote  of  credit ;  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  delivered  the  foiJowing  on 
the  2d  of  May. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majeily,  relying  on  the 
experienced  zeal  and  affedion  of 
his  faithful  Commons,  and  confi- 
dering,  that,  during  the  prefent 
troubles  in  North  America,  emer¬ 
gencies  may  arife,  which  may  be  of 
the  utmod  importance,  and  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  mod  dangerous 
confequences,  if  proper  means 
fhould  not  be  immediately  applied 
to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  is  de- 
fuous  that  ihifc  Houfe  will  enable 


him  to  defray  any  extraordinary 
expences  incurred,  or  to  be  incur¬ 
red,  on  account  of  military  fer- 
vices  for  the  year  1776,  and  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require. 
And  his  Majedy,  having  judged  it 
expedient  to  iffue  his  proclama¬ 
tion,  in  purfuance  of  an  adl  of  par¬ 
liament,  paded  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  his  reign,  for  calling  in  , 
the  remainder  of  the  deficient  gold 
coin,  doubts  not  bat  that  his  faith¬ 
ful  Commons  will  enable  him  to 
make  good  the  charges  which  lhall 
be  incurred  in  this  fervice,  and 
which  cannot  at  this  time  be  af- 
certained.  G.  R.*' 

And,  in  confequence  of  faid 
meffage,  the  Houfe  immediately 
palled  a  vote  of  credit  for  one 
riiillion. 
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Petition  of  the  City  of  London ,  fre^ 
fentedy  feparately,  to  both  Houfes 
of  P arliament ,  <with  only  the  ne^ 
€ejfary  Variation  in  the  Vitle,  c, 
at  the  Opening  of  the  Second  Sejfon 
^f  the  Fourteenth  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain. 

^he  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Council  af'embled^ 

Shsweth, 

this  courthaviBg  taken 
into  its  moil  ferious  conii- 
deration  the  prefent  diftreffed  ii- 
tuation  of  our  fellow-fubjefls  in 
America,  are  exceedingly  alarmed 
for  the  confequences  of  thofe  coer¬ 
cive  meafures,  which  are  purfuing 
againft  them — meafures  that  muft 
(riotwithflanding  the  great  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  their  fuccefs)  eventually 
be  produtdive  of  new  and  more 
burtbenfome  taxes,  the  increafe  of 
an  enormous  national  debt;  and 
finally,  we  fear,  the  lofs  of  the 
moH  valuable  branch  of  our  com¬ 
merce,  on  which  the  exigence  of 
ari  infinite  number  of  indufirious 
manufa^lurers  and  mechanics  en¬ 
tirely  depends. 

That  his  Majefly  having  been 
gracioufly  pleafed,  in  anfwer  to  a 
late  humble  and  dutiful  addf«fs  and 


petition  to  the  throne,  praying  a 
ceflation  of  hoftilities  with  Amer 
rica  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
time,  and  thereby  giving  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  happy  and  lafting 
reconciliation  with  his  Majefty^s 
American  colonies  to  declare,  that 
he  Jhould  abide  by  the  fenfe  of  his  ^ar^ 
liament,  this  court  conceived  it  to 
be  their  indifpenfible  duty,  thus 
early  in  the  feffion,  in  the  moll 
refpedful  manner  to  apply  to  this 
Right  Hon.  Houfe,  that  it  will  be 
pleafed  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  for 
the  healing  of  the'prefent  unhappy 
difputes  between  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  aqd  the  colonies,  as  may  be 
fpeedy,  permanent,  and  honour¬ 
able. 


Protefi  of  fe-ueral  of  the  Lords  againjl 
their  Houfe’’ s  Addrefs,  in  anfwsr 
to  the  King’ s  Speech,  at  the  open- 
ing  of  the  for  ef aid  Sejfon  of  Par- 
lia?nent, 

DiJJentienf  , 

iH.  l^ECAUSE  we  cannot,  as 
Englifhmen,  as  Chriftians, 
or  as  men  of  common  humanity, 
confent  to  the  profecution  of  a 
cruel  civil  war,  fo  little  fupported 
by  juftice,  and  fo  very  fatal  in  its 
neceifary  confequences,  as  that 
which  is  now  waging  againil  our 

brethren 
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T)rethrea  and  fellow-fubjefts  in 
America.  We  have  beheld  with 
forrow  and  indignation,  feffion  af¬ 
ter  feffion,  and  notwithftandiog 
repeated  warnings  of  the  danger, 
attempts  made  to  deprive  fome 
millions  of  Britifh  fabjefts^  of  their 
trade,  their  ffews,  their  conftitu- 
tion,  their  mutual  intercourfe,  and 
of  the  very  food  which  God  has 
given  them  for  their  fubfidence. 
We  h  ave  beheld  endeavours  ufed 
to  enforce  thefe  impolitic  feveri- 
ties  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
We  have,  on  the  other  hand,  be¬ 
held  fo  large  a  part  of  the  empire, 
united  in  one  common  caufe,  really 
facrificing  with  chearfulnefs  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  and  preferring 
all  the  horrors  of  a  war  raging  in 
the  very  heart  of  their  country,  to 
ignominious  eafe.  We  have  be¬ 
held  this  part  of  his  Majefty^s  fub- 
jefts,  thus  irritated  to  refiftance, 
and  fo  fuccefsful  in  it,  dill  making 
profeffions  (in  which  we  think  it 
neither  wife  nor  decent  to  aded:  a 
dilbelief)  of  the  utmod  loyalty  to 
his  Majedy  ;  and  unwearied  with 
continued  repulfes,  repeatedly  pe¬ 
titioning  for  conciliation,  upon 
fuch  terms  only  as  {hall  be  confident 
with  the  dignity  and  welfare  of  the 
Mother  Country.  When  we  con- 
dder  thefe  things,  we  cannot  look 
upon  our  fellow-fubjeds  in  Ame¬ 
rica  in  any  other  light  than  that  of 
freemen  driven  to  red  dance  by  afts 
of  opprefiion  and  violence. 

2dly.  Becaufe  this  unnatural 
war,  thus  commenced  in  oppref- 
fion,  and  in  the  mod  erroneous  po¬ 
licy,  mud,  if  perfevered  in,  be  fi¬ 
nally  ruinous  in  its  efFftfts.  The 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  with 
America  was  great  and  increafing, 
the  profits  immenfe,  the  advan¬ 
tages,  as  a  nurfery  of  feamcn,  and 
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as  an  inexhaudible  magazine  of 
naval  dores,  infinite  ;  and  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  that  commerce,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  times  of  war,  when  mod 
wanted  to  fupport  our  fleets  and 
revenues,  not  precarious,  as  all  fo¬ 
reign  trade  mud  be,  but  depend¬ 
ing  folely  on  ourfelves,  Thefe  va¬ 
luable  refources,  which  enabled  us 
to  face  the  united  efforts  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  are  aidually 
lod  to  Great  Britain,  and  irre¬ 
trievably  lod,  unlefe  redeemed  by 
immediate  and  effedual  pacifica¬ 
tion. 

3dly.  Becaufe  Great  Britain, 
deprived  of  fo  valuable  a  part  of 
its  refources,  and  not  animated, 
either  with  motives  of  felf- defence, 
or  with  thofe  profpe6ls  of  advan¬ 
tage  and  glory  which  have  hitherto 
fupported  this  nation  in  all  its  fo¬ 
reign  wars,  may  podibly  find  it- 
felf  unable  to  fupply  the  means  of 
carrying  on  a  civil  war,  at  fuch  3 
vad  didance,  in  a  country  fo  pe¬ 
culiarly  circumdanced,  and  under 
the  complicated  difficulties  w'hich. 
necedarily  attend  it.  Still  lefs 
would  we  be  able  to  prelerve  by 
mere  force  that  vad  continent,  and 
that  growing  multitude  of  refolute 
freemen  v/ho  inhabit  it  5  even  if 
that,  or  any  country  was  worth  go¬ 
verning  againd  the  inclination  of 
all  its  inhabitants.  But  we  fear, 
that  while  we  are '  making  thefe 
fruitlefs  efforts,  refufing  to  give 
credit  to  the  declarations  of  our 
fel low- fubj efts,  and  blindly  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  infidious  profeffions  of 
the  natural  enemies  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  vve  are  preparing  an  eafy  prey, 
for  thofe  who  prudently  fit  quiet, 
beholding  Britifh  forces,  which,  if 
united,  might  be  in  a  condition, 
from  their  valour,  numbers,  and 
difcipline,  to  carry  terror  into  the 

very 
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very  heart  of  their  kingdoms,  de- 
iiroying  each  other.  Every  event, 
whichever  way  it  turns,  is  a  viftory 
to  them.  Our  very  hofpitals  fur- 
nilh  them  with  daily  triumphs, 
the  greater  as  they  are  certain, 
without  anyrifque  to  them  of  men 
or  money. 

4thly.  Becaufe  we  conceive  the 
calling  in  foreign  forces  to  decide 
domelHc  quarrels,  to  be  a  meafure 
both  difgraceful  and  dangerous ; 
and  that  the  advice  which  Minifters 
have  dared  to  give  to  his  Majefty, 
W’hich  they  have  avowed  and  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  of  fending  to 
the  garrifons  Gibraltar  and  Port 
Mahon,  the  dominions  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  a  part  of 
his  eleftoral  troops,  w'ithout  any 
previous  confent,  recommendation 
or  authority  of  parliament,  is  un- 
conilitutional.  That  Hanoverian 
troops  fhould,  at  the  mere  pleafure 
of  the  minifters,  be  confidered  as 
a  part  of  the  Britilh  military  efta- 
biilhraent,  and  take  a  rotation  of 
garrifon  duties,  through  thefe  do¬ 
minions,,  is,  in  praftke  and  pre¬ 
cedent,  of  the  higheft  danger  to 
the  fafety  and  liberties  of  this 
kingdom,  and  tends  wholly  to  in¬ 
validate  the  wife  and  falutary  de¬ 
claration  of  the  grand  fundamental 
law  of  our  glorious  deliverer  King 
William,  which  has  bound  toge¬ 
ther  the  rights  of  the  fubjetfl:,  and 
the  fuccehion  of  the  crown. 

^thly.  Bec^iufe  the  miniilers, 
who  arc  to  be  intruded  with  the 
management  of  this  war,  have 
proved  themfelves  unequal  to  the 
talk,  and  in  every  degree  unwor¬ 
thy  of  public  truft.  Parliament 
has  given  them  every  aiTiftance 
they  alked  ;  no  unforefeen  acci¬ 
dents  have  iiood  in  their  way;  no 
llornis  have  difabled  or  delayed 


their  operations ;  no  foreign  power 
hath,  as  yet,  interfered  ;  but  not- 
withflanding  thefe  advantages,  by 
their  ignorance,  negligence,  and 
want  of  condud:,  our  arms  have 
been  difgraced  ;  upwards  of  ten 
thoufand  of  the  flower  of  our  army, 
with  an  immenfe  artillery,  under 
four  Generals  of  reputation,  and 
backed  with  a  great  naval  force, 
have  been  miferably  blockaded  in 
one  fea-port  town  ;  and  after  re¬ 
peated  and  obkinate  battles,  ia 
which  fuch  numbers  of  our  braved; 
men  have  fallen,  the  Britifh  forces 
have  not  been  able  to  penetrate  one 
mile  into  the  country,  which  they 
were  fent  to  fubdue ;  important  for- 
treffes  are  feized,  the  Governors 
are  driven  from  their  provinces, 
and  it  is  doubtful,  whether  at  this 
moment  we  are  in  pciTeffion  of  a 
fingle  town  in  all  North  America. 
Whether  we  confider  its  extent,  or 
its  commerce,  England  has  lofl 
half  its  empire  in  one  campaign. 
Nor  can  vve  impute  the  mifeondud 
of  minifters  to  mere  inability,  nor 
to  their  ignorance  of  the  date  of 
America,  upon  which  they  attempt 
to  judify  themfelves  ;  for  while 
fome  members  of  adminiftration 
confefs  they  were  deceived  as  to 
the  drength  and  condition  of  the 
provinces,  we  have  from  others  re¬ 
ceived  ofncial  information,  that 
the  infufficiency  of  the  navy  was 
concealed  from  parliament,  and 
part  of  adminidration,  from  a  fear 
of  not  receiving  fupport  from  its 
inembers.  We  cannot,  therefore, 
confent  to  an  addrefs,  which  may 
deceive  his  Majefty  and  the  Public 
into  a  belief  of  the  confidence  of 
this  Houfe  in  the  prefent  minifters, 
who  have  difgraced  parliament, 
deceived  the  nation,  iod  the  co¬ 
lonies,  and  involved  us  in  a  civil 

war 
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war  againft  our  cleareft  interefls ; 
and  upon  the  moll  unjuftifiable 
grounds,  wantonly  fpilling  the 
blood  of  thoufands  of  our  fellow- 
fubjeds. 

TORRINGTON 

FITZWILLIAM 

ARCHER 

THANET 

CHOLMONDELEY 

KING 

PORTLAND 

STAMFORD 

PONSONBY 

ABINGDON 

MANCHESTER 

DEVONSHIRE 

CHEDWORTH 

BOYLE 

CRAVEN 

SCARBOROUGH 

EFFINGHAM 

ROCKINGHAM 

RICHMOND. 


Letter  from  Com?nodore  Sir  Henry 
Parker,  to  W.  Tryon,  Efq-,  Go- 

*uernor  of  New  York,  and  by 
His  Excellency  communicated  to  the 
Mayor  of  New  York. 

Phtenix,  at  New  York,  Dec.  i8. 

S  T  R, 

E  I  N  G  ordered  by  my  in- 
ftrudlions  from  Vice-Admiral 
Graves,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefty’s  Ihips  and  veilels  in 
North  America,  publicly  to  lignify 
to  all  towns  acceffible  to  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  Ihips,  that,  in  cafe  any  vio¬ 
lences  lhall  hereafter  be  offered  to 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  crown,  or 
other  peaceably- difpofed  fubjedls 
of  his  Majedy  ;  or  if  any  bodies  of 
men  lhall  be  railed  and  armed  in 
the  faid  towns,  or  any  military 
works  erefled,  othervvife  than  by 
order  cf  his  Maje.dy,  or  thofe 
I 


afting  under  his  authority ;  or  if 
any  attempts  Hiall  be  made  to  feize 
or  dellroy  any  public  magazines  of 
arms,  ammunition,  or  other  hores  ; 
in  all  or  either  of  thofe  cafes,  it 
will  be  my  duty  to  treat  the  faid 
towns  as  in  open  rebellion  againll 
the  King. 

I  am  to  requell  that  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  will  be  plealed  to  let  the 
above  inftruflions  be  publicly  made 
'known  in  the  town  of  New-York, 
at  the  fame  time  you  will  alTure 
them,  that  I  lhall  be  happy  ia 
granting  the  town  every  protec¬ 
tion  in  the  power  of  his  Majelly’5 
Ihips  under  my  command. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moll  obedient 
and  moll  humble  fervant, 

H.  PARKER, 


Proclamation  hy  General  Carletoa 
for  the  Relief  of  the  fugitive  Fro^ 
^tnctals  f  efter  they  had  bee^ 
driven  from  before  (^ebec. 

^XT^HEREAS  1  am  informed, 
V  V  many  of  his  Majelly* *^ 

deluded  fubjeas,  of  th  :  ueigbbour- 
ing  provinces,  labouring  under 
wounds  and  divers  diforders,  are 
difperfed  in  the  adjacent  woods 
and  parilhes,  and  in  great  danger 
of  perilhing  for  want  of  proper  aC 
fillance ;  all  captains  and  other 
officers  of  militia  are  hereby  com¬ 
manded  to  make  diligent  fearch 
for  all  fuch  diftrelfed  perfons,  and 
affiord  them  all  necelTary  relief, 
and  convey  them  to  the  Genera! 
Hofpital,  where  proper  care  lhall 
be  taken  of  them;  all  reafonable 
expences  which  may  be  incurred  in 
complying  with  this  order  ffiall  be 
repaid  by  the  Receiver- General. 

And,  lell  a  confeioufnefs  of  pad 
offences  Ihould  deter  fuch  mifera- 

ble 


t 


*56]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1775, 


ble  wretches  from  receiving  that 
alTiftance  which  their  diftreffed  fi- 
tuation  may  require,  I  hereby  make 
known  to  them,  that  as  foon  as 
their  health  is  reftored,  they  fhall 
have  free  liberty  to  return  to  their 
refpeftive  provinces* 

Given  under  my  hand  and  fe*! 
of  arms,  at  the  Caftle  of  St, 
Lewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec, 
this  loth  day  of  May,  1776. 
GUY  CARLETON. 


^uhjiance  of  the  speech  made  hy  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons y  to  his  Majefiy, 
previous  to  thaty  hy  wchich  his  Ma» 
jejiy,  on  the  of  May,  put  an 
End  to  the  Second  SeJJion  of  the 
Fourteenth  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain. 

Speakerobferved,  that, 
J[  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  felTion,  feveral  wife, 
falutary,  and  neceffary  laws  had 
been  enacled,  particularly  the  law 
for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  with  America,  the  law  for 
the  more  fpeedy  and  efFeflual  man¬ 
ning  of  his  Majehy’s  navy,  and 
the  law  for  ehablilhing  a  national 
militia:  he  obferved,  that  „ his 
faithful  Commons,  with  equal  af- 
iiduity  and  attention,  performed 
their  duty,  in  the  courfe  of  a  very 
long  and  fevere  feffion :  that  the 
bufinefs  of  America  engroff:^  the 
greateH  part  of  their  time,  and 
that  nothing  had  been  leit  undone, 
on  their  part,  to  bring  that  matter 
to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  concluhcn  : 
that  the  meafures,  neceffary  to  effedl 
ib  defrable  an  end,  had  brought 
on  a  very  heavy  expence  :  that  no¬ 
thing  had  been  wanting  on  the  part 
cf  his  faithful  Commons  in  order 
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to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  govern¬ 
ment,  for  they  had  voted  the  moft 
full  and  ample  fupplies:  that, 
convinced  of  the  juftiee  and  necef- 
fity  of  fecuring  the  fubordihate 
dependence  of  America,  they  had 
chearfully  co-operated  in  every 
propofition  for  fecuring  the  duty  of 
his  Majedy’s  fubjedlsin  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  their  obedience  to  the  le- 
gidative  power  of  Great-Britain  : 
that  his  faithful  commons,  what¬ 
ever  meafures  may  have  been  taken 
for  the  fecurity  of  both,  by  a  pro¬ 
per  exertion  of  the  ftrength  of  this 
country,  did  not  wifh  for  conqueft, 
but  were  def  rous  of  peace  and  con¬ 
ciliation.  And,  on  the  whole, 
trufting  to  his  Majeily’s  parental 
attention  to  the  iaterefls  of  every 
part  of  the  empire,  they  had  a  full 
reliance  on  his  Majefty^s  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  that  the  prefent 
difputes  with  America  would  be 
happily  terminated;  and  would  be 
eftablifhed  on  fo  firm  a  bails,  and 
put  on  fo  permanent  a  footing,  as 
to  prevent  a  return  of  the  fame 
evil  in  times  to  come.’’ 


^he  Kipf  s  mojl  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  P  ar  It  ament ,  on 
Thurldav  tEe  i^d  of  May,  njuhen. 
His  Majefly  put  an  End  to  the 
forefaid  SeJJJon  of  Parliament, 

My  Lords  and  GentlemcHy 

H  E  conclufion  of  the  public 
J  bufinefs,  and  the  advanced, 
feafon  of  the  year,  make  it  proper 
for  me  to  give  you  fome  recefs  ; 
but  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  this 
feffion  without  afihring  you,  that 
the  frcih  indances  of  your  affection¬ 
ate  attachment  to  me,  and  of  your 
deady  attention  and  adherence  to 
the  true  inlereds  of  your  country, 

Vvhich 
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which  you  have  (hewn  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  your  important  de¬ 
liberations,  afford  me  the  higheft 
fatisfadlion. 

No  alteration  has  happened  in 
the  Hate  of  foreign  affairs  fince 
your  meeting  ;  and  it  is  with  plea- 
fure  I  inform  you,  that  the  affu- 
rances  which  I  have  received  of  the 
difpofuions  of  the  feveral  powers 
in  Europe,  promife  a  continuance 
of  the  general  tranquillity. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hou/e  of  Commons  y 
It  is  with  real  regret  and 
concern  that  I  find  myfelf  under 
the  neceffity  of  aflcing  of  my  faith¬ 
ful  Commons  any  extraordmary 
fupplies  :  I  thank  you  for  the  rea- 
dinefs  and  difpatch  with  which 
they  have  been  granted  ;  and  they 
are  the  more  acceptable  to  me,  as 
you  have  fhewn,  in  the  manner  of 
raifing  them,  an  equal  regard  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  fervice,  and 
the  eafe  of  my  people:  and  you 
may  be  allured,  that  the  confidence 
you  repofe  in  me  lhall  be  uled  with 
proper  frugality,  and  applied  only 
to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
intended. 

My  Lords  an^  GentUmen^ 

We  are  engaged  in  a  great  na¬ 
tional  caufe,  the  profecution  of 
which  mull  inevitably  be  attended 
with  many  difficulties  and  much  ex¬ 
pence  :  but  when  we  confider,  that 
the  effential  rights  and  interells  of 
the  whole  empire  are  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  ilTue  of  it,  and  can 
have  no  fafety  or  lecurity  but  in 
that  conllitutional  fubordination 
for  which  we  are  contending,  I  am 
convinced  that  you  will  not  think 
any  price  too  high  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  fuch  objedls. 

I  will  Hill  entertain  a  hope,  that 
my  rebellious  fubjedls  may  be 
awakened  to  a  fcnfe  of  their  errors, 
VoL.  XIX. 
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and  that,  by  a  voluntary  return  to 
their  duty,  they  will  juilify  me  in 
bringing  about  the  favourite  wilh 
of  my  heart,  the  relloration  of  har¬ 
mony,  and  the  re-ellablilhment  of 
order  and  happinefs  in  every  part 
of  my  dominions.  But,  if  a  due 
fubmiffion  Ihould  not  be  obtained 
from  fuch  motives  and  fuch  difpofi- 
tions  on  their  part,  [  truH  that  I 
lhall  be  able,  under  the  bleffing  of 
Providence,  to  efie<Hua(e  it  by  a 
full  exertion  of  the  gr?at  force  with 
which  you  have  intrufted  me. 


Circular  Letter  nvritten  hy  Lord 
Howe,  to  the  Governors  of  the 
American  Pro’vinces  on  his  Ar-^ 
ri'Val  on  the  Coaf  of  Maffachu- 
fet’s  Bay,  an  enclojed  De- 

clarationf  addrejfed  to  the  Inha-^ 
bit  ants  ;  <^ith  the  Pefolutiom  and 
Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Con-^ 
grejs  relatinje  to  both, 

A  he  Circular  Letter, 

Eagle,  off  the  Coafl  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay, 
June  20,  1776. 

SIR, 

RING  appointed  Commander 
in  chief  of  the  ffiips  and  vef- 
fels  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet  employed 
in  North  America,  and  having  the 
honour  to  be  by  his  Majelly  con- 
flituted  one  of  his  Commiffioners 
for  refioring  peace  to  his  colonies, 
and  for  granting  pardons  to  fuch  of 
his  fubjecls  therein,  as  lhall  be 
duly  foiicitous  to  benefit  by  that 
effedl  of  his  gracious  indulgence  ; 
I  take  the  earliell  opportunity  of 
inform  you  of  my  arrival  on  the 
American  coafl,  wffiere  my  firft  ob- 
je<H;  will  be  an  early  meeting  with 
General  Hovve,  whom  his  Mn- 
[J?]  jelly 
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jefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  join  with 
me  in  the  faid  commiffion. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  judged 
it  expedient  to  iflue  the  inclofed 
declaration,  in  order  that  all  per- 
fons  may  have  immediate  informa¬ 
tion  of  his  Majefty’s  moll  gracious 
intentions :  and  I  dehre  you  will 
be  pleafed  forthwith  tocaufethefaid 
declaration  to  be  promulgated,  in 
4uch  manner,  and  in  fuch  places 
within  the  province  of 
as  will  render  the  fame  of  the  moft 
public  notoriety, 

AlTured  of  being  favoured  with 
your  alTiftance  in  every  meafure  for 
the  fpeedy  and  eifediual  reftoration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  I  am  to 
requell  you  will  communicate, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  informa¬ 
tion  as  you  may  think  will  facili¬ 
tate  the  attainment  of  that  import¬ 
ant  objed  in  the  province  over 
which  you  prefide.  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  with  great  refped  and 
confederation.  Sir,  your  moll  obe¬ 
dient  humble  fervant, 

HOWE. 

^he' Declaration, 

By  Richard  Vifebunt  Howe,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Irefand,  one 
of  the  iCing^s  Commifiioners 
for  reiloring  peace  to  his 
Majefty’s  colonies  and  planta¬ 
tions  in  North  America,  &c, 

WHEREAS  by  an  ad  palTed 
in  the  lall  fellion  of  parliament,  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  the  colonies  of  New  Elamp- 
fhire,  MalTachufet’s  Bay,  Rhode 
liland,  Connedicut,  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the 
three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
Marylaind,  Virginia,  North  Ca¬ 
rolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor¬ 
gia,  and  for  other  purpofea  therein 


mentioned,  it  is  enaded  that  It 
Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
any  perfon  or  perfons  appointed 
and  authorifed  by  his  Majelly,  to 
grant  a  pardon  or  pardons  to  any 
number  or  defeription  of  perfons, 
by  proclamation  in  his  Majelly’s 
name,  to  declare  any  colony  or 
province,  colonies  or  provinces,  or 
any  county,  town,  port,  dillrid, 
or  place,  in  any  colony  or  province, 
to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  Majelly 
and  that  from  and  after  the  ' 
ilTuIng  of  any  fuch  proclamation, 
in  any  of  the  aforefaid  colonies  or 
provinces,  or  if  his  Majelly  Ihall 
be  gracioully  pleafed  to  hgnify  the 
fame  by  his  royal  proclamation, 
then,  from  and  after  the  ilTuing  of 
fuch  proclamation,”  the  faid  “  ad, 
with  refped  to  fuch  colony  or  pro¬ 
vince,  colonies  or  provinces,  coun¬ 
ty,  town,  port,  dillrid,  or  place, 
Ihall  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  ut¬ 
terly  void.”  And  whereas  the 
King,  defirous  to  deliver  all  his 
fubjeds  from  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  other  oppreffions  which 
they  now  undergo  ;  and  to  rellore 
the  faid  colonies  to  his  protedion 
and  peace,  as  foon  as  the  conllitu- 
tional  authority  of  government 
therein  may  be  replaced,  hath  been 
gracioully  pleafed,  by  letters  pa¬ 
tent  under  the  great  feal,  dated 
the  6th  day  of  May,  in  the  lix- 
teenth  year  of  his  Majelly’s  reign^ 
to  nominate  and  appoint  me,  Rich» 
ard  Vifeount  Howe,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  William 
Howe,  Efq;  General  of  his  forces 
in  North  America,  and  each  of  us, 
jointly  and  feverally,  to  be  his 
Majefly’s  Commiflioner  and  Com- 
millioners  for  granting  his  free  and 
general  pardons  to  all  thofe,  who 
in  the  tumult  and  diforder  of  the 
times  may  have  deviated  from 

their 
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their  juft  allegiance,  and  who  are 
willing,  by  a  Ipeedy  return  to  their 
duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
royal  favour  ;  and  alfo  for  declar¬ 
ing,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  any 
colony,  province,  county,  town, 
port,  diflri£l,  or  place,  to  be  at  the 
peace  of  his  Majelly  ;  I  do  there¬ 
fore  hereby  declare.  That  due 
confideration  (hall  be  had  to  the 
meritorious  fervices  of  all  perfons 
who  fhall  aid  and  affift  in  reiloring 
the  public  tranquillity  in  the  faid 
colonies,  or  in  any  part  or  parts 
thereof ;  that  pardons  fhall  be 
granted,  dutiful  reprefentations  re¬ 
ceived,  and  every  fuitable  encou¬ 
ragement  giving  for  promoting  fuch 
meafures  as  fliall  be  conducive  to 
the  eliablifhment  of  legal  govern¬ 
ment  and  peace,  in  purfuance  of 
his  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  pur- 
pofes  aforefaid. 

Given  on  board  his  Majefty’s 
Ihip  the  Eagle,  off  the  coafts 
of  the  province  of  Maftachu- 
fet’s  Bay,  the  20th  of  June, 
1776. 

HOWE. 

^he  Refolution  of  ths  Ccngrefs. 

In  Congrefs,  July  19. 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of 
the  circular  letters,  and  of  the  de¬ 
claration  they  inclofed  from  Lord 
Howe  to  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Eden,  Lord  Dunmore,  Air. 
Martin,  and  Sir  James  Wright, 
late  Governors,  lent  to  Amboy  by 
a  ftag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  General  WaftiJngton,  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  feVeral  gazettes,  that 
the  good  people  of  thefc  United 
States  may  be  informed  of  what 
nature  are  the  commiftions,  and 
what  the  terms,  with  the  expedfa- 
tion  of  which  the  infidious  court  of 


Great  Britain  has  endeavoured  to 
amufe  and  difarm  them  ;  and  that 
the  few  who  Hill  remain  fufpended 
by  a  hope  founded  either  in  the 
juftice  or  moderation  of  their  late 
King,  may  now  at  l«ngth  be  con-- 
vinced  that  the  valour  alone  of 
their  country  is  to  fave  its  liber* 
ties. 

Extradt  from  the  Journals* 
(Signed)  Cha.  Thomson,  Sec* 

Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe 
ifTued  a  fecond  declaration,  on  the 
19th  of  September;  and  a  third, 
on  the  30th  of  November  follow¬ 
ing,  the  fubftance  of  which  ths 
reader  will  find  in  the  Chronicle. 


Singular  Re/olutions  agreed  to,  fame 
l^ime  about  the  Middle  of  the  fre^ 
fent  Teardn  the  Council  of  Safety^ 
at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  to  de- 
froy  their  Houfes  and  Shipping, 
rather  than  let  them  fall  into  the 
Hands  of  their  Enemies, 

In  the  Council  of  Safety. 

For  the  fafety  of  the  Province,  and 
the  good  of  the  United  Colonies, 
it  is  unanimoufty  refolved, 

HAT  the  houfes  in  the  towR 
of  Savannah,  and  the  ham¬ 
lets  thereto  belonging,  together 
with  the  (hipping  now  in  our  port, 
the  property,  or  appertaining  to 
the  friends  of  America,  who  have 
aftbeiated  and  appeared,  or  who 
fhall  appear,  in  the  prefent  alarm 
to  defend  the  fame,  and  alfo  the 
houfes  of  widows  and  orphans,  and 
none  others,  be  forthwith  appraifed., 
Refolved,  That  it  be  cenfidered 
as  a  defcdlion  from  the  caufe  'of 
America,  and  a  defertion  of  pro* 
perty,  iu  fuch  perfons,  who  have 
[.^j  2  and 
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atid  fliall  leave  the  town  of  Savan« 
Kahfl  or  the  hamlets  thereto  belong¬ 
ing,  during  the  prefent  alarm  ; 
and  fuch  perfons  fhall  be  precluded 
from  any  fupport  or  countenance 
towards  obtaining  an  indemnifica¬ 
tion. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  incum¬ 
bent  upon  the  friends  of  America 
in  this  province  to  defend  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  as  long  as  the  fame  ihall 
be  tenable, 

Refolved,  That  rather  than  the 
fame  Ihall  be  held  and  occupied  by 
our  enemies,  or  the  (hipping  now 
an  the  port  of  Savannah  taken  and 
employed  by  them,  that  the  fame 
ihall  be  burnt  and  deftroyed. 

Refolved,  That  orders  (hall  be 
Iffued  to  the  commanding  officer, 
directing  him  to  have  the  forego¬ 
ing  refolution  put  in  execution. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes. 

Ed.  Langworth,  Sec. 


tnvo  follo’wing  Papers  feem  to 
exhibit  the  Extremes  of  2,eal  and 
Indifference ,  nxith  nvhich  the 
Papers  of  Europe  regard  the  pre¬ 
fent  Quarrel  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  her  North  American 
Colonies ;  andy ,  therefore  cannot 
hut  be  entertaining  to  the  Reader, 

Decree  of  his  Mof  Faithful  Mojefy 
the  King  of  Portugal,  dated  the 
of  June,  1776. 

HEREAS  we  have  lately 
been  informed,  that  the 
Britifh  Colonies  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  have,  by  an  adl  of  the  Con- 
grefs  held  on  the  ^th  of  May  laft 
pafi,  not  only  declared  themfelves 
entirely  free  from  all  fubjedion  to 
jhe  crown  of  Great' Britain,  but 
were  moreover  adually  employed 
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in  forming  and  cnading  laws  by 
their  own  private  authority,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  lawful  rights  of  our 
brother,  friend,  and  ally,  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  :  and 
whereas  fo  pernicious  an  example 
ought  to  engage  every  Prince,  even 
thofe  it  interefis  the  leaft,  not  to 
abet,  favour,  or  affift,  by  any 
means,  diredly  or  indiredly,  fuch 
fubjeds  united  in  fuch  dired  and 
open  rebellion  againft  their  natu¬ 
ral  fovereign  :  it  is  our  pleafure, 
and  we  do  hereby  ordain,  that  no 
(hip,  with  lading  or  without, 
coming  from  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  aforefaid  Britifh  America,  (hall 
be  allowed  any  intercourfe  with 
or  entrance  into  any  of  the  ports  of 
thef?  our  kingdoms,  or  of  the  do¬ 
minions  thereunto  belonging ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  (hall  be 
forced  away  immediately  on  their 
arrival,  without  fuccour  of  any 
kind  whatever  :  and  that  as  to  the 
raaJiers  of  veiTels  who  have  hitherto 
been  fuffered  to  enter  (there  not 
appearing  reafon  for  their  being 
excluded)  it  (hall  be  notified  to 
them,  that  within  the  precife  term 
of  eight  days,  to  be  counted  fuc- 
ceflively,  they  (hall  quit  the  faid 
ports  with  their  velTels,  which  (hali 
firft  be  fearched,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  if  they  have  gunpowder  on. 
board,  or  any  other  of  thofe  war¬ 
like  (lores,  the  export  of  which 
was  prohibited  to  them  by  our 
Royal  Decree  of  the,  21ft  of  0(^o- 
ber  laft,  dired);ed  to  the  officers  of 
our  arfenal  and  exportation  duties: 
and  that  if  any  fuch  (lores  or  am¬ 
munition  (hall  be  found  put  on 
board  by  (lealth,  the  faid  velTels, 
as  a  capture  from  declared  rebels, 
(hall  be  confifeated  for  the  ufe  of 
csrrying  on  the  public  buildings  ; 
and  fo  be  it  underllood  by  the 

Council 
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Council  of  our  Finances,  which 
fhall  order  printed  copies  of  this 
our  Decree  to  be  taken  off,  and 
fixed  up  in  all  the  public  places  of 
the  city  of  Lifbon,  and  in  all  the 
ports  of  this  kingdom,  and  that  of 
Algarve,  that  it  may  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  all,  and  that  no  one 
may  plead  ignorance. 

Palace  of  the  Aejuda,  fourth  of 
June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy  fix. 

With  the  royal  fignature. 

Suhjiance  of  a  Lottery  dated  at  St. 
lldefonfo,  t/be  'jth  of  Odlober, 
^written  by  the  Marquis  de  Gri¬ 
maldi  to  the  Go^uernor  of  Bilboa, 
relative  to  an  American  Corjair, 
•which  had  taken  fi‘ve  Englifh 
ShipSf  and  had  been  detained 
thereupon  at  faid  Port^  at  the  Re~ 
quef  of  the  Englifh  Vice  Confuh, 
•with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Go- 
•vernory  in  confequence  thereof. 

•*  ^  I  \  HAT  having  received 
X  advice  from  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Bilboa,  refpedling  the 
detention  of  an  American  fhip, 
named  the  Hawke,  Captain  John 
Lee,  and  the  feveral  atteftations  of 
the  perfons  concerned,  which  had 
been  laid  before  his  Majelly,  he 
had  been  pleafed  to  declare,  “  That 
in  confequence  of  the  amity  fub- 
fifting  between  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jeftyand  the Kingof  Greai-Britain, 
he  fhould  maintain  a  perfedl  neu¬ 
trality  during  the  prefent  war; 
that  he  fhould  not  give  any  aid  to 
the  Colonifts  ;  but  fhould  not  deny 
their  being  admitted  into  any  ports 
of  his  dominions,  while  they  con¬ 
formed  to  the  Jaws  of  the  coun¬ 
try.’* 

In  confequence  of  the  above  let¬ 
ter,  the  Governor  fet  at  liberty 
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the  American  vefTel,  delivered  her 
back  her  papers,  and  fupplied  her 
with  fuch  provifions,  water, 

(care  being  taken  that  no  prohi¬ 
bited  goods  fhould  be  fent  on 
board)  as  fhould  enable  her  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  her  voyage. 


Reafons  ajjtgned  by  the  Continental 
Congrefsy  for  the  North  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies  and  PrQ<vincet 
•withdramoing  their  Allegiance  to 
the  King  of  Great-Britain. 

In  CONGRESS,  July  4,  1776. 
D  E  C  L  A  R  A  T  I  O  N 

R  E  P  R  E  S  E  N  T  A  T  I  V  E  S 

UNITED  STATES  of  AME- 
RICA, /»  General  Con¬ 
gress  ajfembled. 

WHEN  in  the  courfe  of  hu¬ 
man  events  it  becomes  ne- 
ceffary  for  one  people  to  diflblve 
the  political  bands  which  have 
connefted  them  with  another,  and 
to  affume  among  the  powers  of  the 
earth  the  feparate  and  equal  ftation 
to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  Nature’s  God  intitle  them,  a 
decent  refpedi  to  the  opinions  of 
mankind  requires  that  they  fliould 
declare  the  caufes  which  impel 
them  to  the  reparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf- 
evident — that  all  men  are  created 
equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  unalien¬ 
able  rights  ;  that  among  thefe  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of 
happlntfs.  That  to  fecure  thefe 
rights,  governments  are  inftituted 
among  men,  deriving  their  juft 
powers  from  the  confeiit  of  the  go¬ 
verned  ;  and,  whenever  any  form 
of  government  becomes  deitruk^li 

t^]  3  ve 
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of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of , the 
peopl€  to.  alter  or  aboli/h  it,  and 
to  inftitute  a  new  government,  lay¬ 
ing  its  foundation  on  fuch  princi* 
pies,  and  organizing  its  powers  in 
fuch  form,  as  to  them  ihall  feem 
mod  likely  to  efFe£l  their  fafety 
and  bapoinef^.  Prudence  indeed 
will  didate  that  governments  long 
eftabliihed  fhould  not  be  changed 
for  light  and  tranfient  caufes;  and 
accordingly  all  experience  hath 
ihewn,  that  mankind  are  more 
(difpofed  to  fulter,  while  evils  are 
fufFerable,  than  to  right  themfelves 
by  aboliihing  the  forms  to  which 
they  are  accudomed  ;  but,  when  a 
long  train  of  abnfes  and  ufurpa- 
tions,  pnrfuing  invariably  the  fame 
objed,  evinces  a  defgn  to  reduce 
them  under  abfolute  defpotifm,  it 
is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to 
throw  olf  fuch  government,  and 
to  provide  new  guards  for  their 
future  fecurity.  Such  has  been  the 
patient  fulferance  of  thefe  colonies, 
and  fuch  is  now  the  netedity  which 
condrains  them  to  alter  their  for¬ 
mer  fydems  of  government.  The 

hidory  of  the  prefent  - -  of 

is  a  hidory  of  re¬ 
peated  injuries  and  ufurpations  5 
all  having  in  dired  objed  the  eda- 
blidiment  of  an  abfolute  tyranny 
over  thefe  States.  To  prove  this,^ 
let  fads  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid 
wo 'Id. 

He  has  refufed  his  afTent  to  laws, 
the  mod  wholtfome  and  necelTary 
for  the  public  good. 

He  has  foi bidden  his  governess 
to  pafs  laws  of  immediate  and 
prefix ng  importance,  unlefs  fuf- 
pended  in  their  operation  till  his 
affent  fhould  be  obtained;  and, 
when  fo  fufpended,  he  has  utterly 
negleded  to  attend  them. 

He  has  refufed  to  pafs  other 
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laws  for  the  accommodation  of 
large  didrids  of  people,  unlefs 
thofe  people  would  reiinquifh  the 
rights  of  reprefen tation  in  the  le* 
giflature  ;  a  right  ineftimable  to 
them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants 
only. 

He  h  as  called  together  legifla* 
tive  bodies  at  places  unufual,  un¬ 
comfortable,  and  didant  from  the 
depofitory  of  their  public  records^^ 
for  the  foie  purpofe  of  fatiguing 
them  Into  compliance  with  his 
meafures. 

He  has  difTolved  Reprefentative 
Houfes  repeatedly,  for  oppofing, 
with  manly  firmnefs,  bis  invafions 
on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  h  as  refufed,  for  a  long  time 
afeer  fuch  diffolution,  to  caufe 
others  to  be  ereded  5  whereby  the 
legiflative  powers,  incapable  of 
annihilation,  have  returned  to  the 
people  at  large  for  their  exercife  ; 
the  State  remaining  in  the  mean 
time  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of 
invasion  from  without,  and  con- 
vulTions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent 
the  population  of  thefe  States ;  for 
that  purpofe  obdruding  the  laws 
for  naturalization  of  foreigners, 
refufing  to  pafs  others  to  encourage 
their  migrations  hither,  and  railing 
the  conditions  of  new  appropria¬ 
tions  of  lands. 

He  has  obftruded  the  admini- 
dration  of  judice,  by  refufing  his 
afient  to  laws  for  edabliftiing  ju¬ 
diciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent 
on  his  will  alone  for  the  tenure 
of  their  offices,  and  the  amount 
and  payment  of  their  falaries. 

He  has  ereded  a  multitude  of 
new  offices,  and  Tent  hither  fwarms 
of  officers  to  harrafs  our  people,  and 
cat  out  their  fubfidence. 


He 
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He  has  kept  among  us  in  times 
of  peace  ftanding  armies,  without 
the  confent  of  our  legiflatures. 

He  has  alfedled  to  render  the 
military  independent  of,  and  fu- 
perior  to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to 
fubbjeft  us  to  a  jurifdidlion  foreign 
to  our  conllitution,  and  unacknow¬ 
ledged  by  our  laws,  giving  his  af- 
fent  to  their  pretended  ads  of  legi- 
dation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of 
armed  troops  among  us: 

For  proteding  them,  by  a  mock 
trial,  from  punifhment  for  any 
murders  which  they  ihould  com¬ 
mit  on  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
States : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with 
all  parts  of  the  world  : 

For  impofing  taxes  on  us  with¬ 
out  our  confent  : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes, 
of  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury  : 

For  tranfporting  us  beyond  Teas 
to  be  tried  for  pretended  offences  : 

For  abolilhing  the  free  fyfiem  of 
Englifh  1  aws  in  a  neighbouring 
province,  ellablifhing  therein  an 
arbitrary  government,  and  enlarg¬ 
ing  its  boundaries,  fo  as  to  render 
it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  in- 
flrument  for  introducing  the  fame 
abfolute  rule  into  thele  colonies  : 

For  taking  away  our  charters, 
abolifhing  our  molt  valuable  laws, 
and  altering  fundamentally  the 
forms  of  our  governments  : 

For  fufpending  our  own  legif¬ 
latures,  and  declaring  themfelves 
in  veiled  with  power  to  legillate  for 
us  in  ail  cafes  wbatfoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government 
here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his 
protedion,  and  w'aging  war  againlt 
us. 

He  has  plundered  our  feas,  ra- 
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vaged  our  coafls,  burnt  our  towns, 
and  deflroyed  the  lives  of  our  peo¬ 
ple. 

Pie  is,  at  this  time,  tranfport- 
ing  large  armies  of  foreign  merce¬ 
naries,  to  complete  the  works  of 
death,  defolation,  and  tyranny,  al¬ 
ready  begun  with  circuraflances  of 
cruelty  and  perfidy  fcarcely  pa¬ 
ralleled  in  the  moft  barbarous  ages, 
and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of 
a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  conflrained  our  fellow- 
citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high 
feas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their 
country,  to  become  the  executioners 
of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or 
to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domeflic  infur- 
redions  amongfl  us,  and  has  en¬ 
deavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  our  frontiers  the  mercilefs 
Indian  favages,  whole  known  rule 
of  warfare  is  an  undiflinguiflied 
deflrudion  of  all  ages,  fexes,  and 
conditions. 

In  every  flage  of  thefe  oppref- 
fions  we  have  petitioned  for  re- 
drefs,  in  the  moil  humble  terms  ; 
our  repeated  petitions  have  been 
anfwered  only  by  repeated  injury. 
— A  prince,  vvhofe  charader  is 
thus  marked  by  every  ad  which 
may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be 
the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in 
attention  to  our  Britifh  brethren. 
We  have  warned  them,  from  time 
to  time,  of  attempts,  by  their  Je- 
giOature,  to  extend  an  unwarrant¬ 
able  jurjfdidion  over  us  ;  we  have 
reminded  them  of  the  circuniflances 
of  our  emigration  and  fettiement 

o 

here  ;  vve  have  appealed  to  their 
native  juflice  and  magnanimity  ; 
and  we  have  conjured  them,  by  che 
ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to 
difavow  thefe  ufurpations,  which 

[i2)  4  would 
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would  invincibly  interrupt  our  con¬ 
nexions  and  correfpondence.  They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
juftice  and  confanguinity.  We 
muft  therefore  acquit  fee  in  the  ne- 
cellity  which  denounces  our  repa¬ 
ration,  and  hold  them,  as  vve  hold 
the  rell  of  mankind,  enemies  in 
war,  in  peace  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  General  Congrefs  aifem- 
bled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  the  world  for  the  reXi- 
tude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the 
name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  thefe  Colonies,  fo- 
lemnly  publifh  and  declare,  that 
thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of 
r  ght  ought  to  be,  free  and  in¬ 
dependent  STATES,  and  that 
they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  Britifh  crown,  and 
that  all  political  connexion  be- 
tvv  een  them  and  the  hate  of  Great-* 
Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  to¬ 
tally  difTolved  ;  and  that,  as  free 
and  independent  States,  they  have 
full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude 
peace,  contraX  alliances,  eftabiifh 
commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  aXs 
and  things  'which  independent 
States  may  of  right  do.  And  for 
the  fupport  of  this  declaration, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  pro- 
teXion  of  Divine  Providence,  we 
mutually  pledge  to  each  other  our 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred 
bonour. 

Signed  by  order,  and  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Congrefs, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prefident. 

Atteh:,  Char  les  Thomson, 
Secreury® 
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Articles  of  Confederation  and  perpe¬ 
tual  Union  betfween  the  States  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufet^s- 
Bay,  Rhode-lfland,  ConneXicut, 
New  -  York,  Penfylvania,  the 
NewcaiUe,  Kent,  and 
Sufiex,  on  Delaware- River,  Ma¬ 
ryland,  Virginia,  North-CarO- 
lina,  South -Carolina,  Georgia. 

M.  Thefe  articles  of  Confeder¬ 
ation,  after  having  been  long 
weighed  and  difeulied,  line  by 
line,  in  the  Congrefs,  were  at 
length  rcfolved  upon,  and  figned 
by  all  the  Delegates,  the  4th  of 
OXober,  1776,  at  Philadelphia, 
fuch  as  they  are  here  fet  forth  ; 
and  in  confeqaence  were  imme¬ 
diately  fent  to  the  other  States 
to  be  confirmed  by  them, 

article'  I. 

H  E  Thirteen  States  abovfe 
mentioned,  confederate  them- 
felves  under  the  tide  of  The 
United  States  of  America. 

ir. 

V. 

They  contraX,  each  in  their  own 
name,  by  the  prefent  conftitution, 
a  reciprocal  treaty  of  alliance  and 
friendlhip  for  their  common  de¬ 
fence,  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
liberties,  and  for  their  general  and 
mutual  advantage  ;  obliging  them- 
felves  to  affift  each  other  againft  all 
violence  that  may  threaten  all,  or 
any  one  of  them,  and  to  repel 
in  common  ail  the  attacks  that  may 
be  levelled  againft  all  or  any  one 
of  them,  on  account  of  religion, 
fovereignty,  commerce,  or  under 
any  other  pretext  whatfoever. 

JIU 
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III. 

Each  State  referves  to  themfelves 
alone  the  exclufive  right  of  regu¬ 
lating  their  internal  government, 
and  of  framing  laws  in  all  matters 
that  are  not  included  in  the  articles 
of  the  prefent  Confederation,  and 
which  cannot  any  way  prejudice 
the  fame. 

IV. 

No  State  in  particular  (hall  either 
fend  or  receive  embaflies,  begin 
any  negociations,  contract  any  en¬ 
gagements,  form  any  alliances, 
conclude  any  treaties  with  any 
prince,  or  power  whatfo- 
ever,  without  the  confent  of  the 
United  States,  affembled  in  Gene¬ 
ral  Congrefs. 

No  perfon,  inveflcd  with  any 
poll  whace^r  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of 
them,  whether  he  has  appoint¬ 
ments  belbpging  to  his  employ¬ 
ment,  or  whetlTer  it  be  a  commiffion 
purely  confidential,  (hall  be  al¬ 
lowed  to 'accept  any  prefents,  gra¬ 
tuities,  emoluments,  nor  any  oflices 
or  titles  of  any  kind  whatever,  from 
any  kings,  princes,  or  foreign 
powers. 

And  the  General  Afiembly  of 
the  United  States,  nor  any  State 
in  particular,  fhall  not  confer  any 
title  of  nobility. 

V. 

Two,  nor  feveral  of  the  faid 
States,  fhall  not  have  power  to 
form  alliances  or  confederations, 
nor  conclude  any  private  treaty 
among  themfelves,  without  the 
confent  of  the  United  States  aifem- 


bled  in  General  Congrefs,  and 
without  the  aim  and  duration  of 
that  private  convention  be  exa^ly 
fpecified  in  the  confent. 

VI. 

No  State  fhall  lay  on  any  im- 
pofts,  nor  eftablifh  any  duties  what¬ 
ever,  the  effedl  of  which  might  al¬ 
ter,  direflly  or  indirectly,  the 
claufes  of  the  treaties  to  be  con¬ 
cluded  hereafter  by  the  Affembly  of 
the  United  States  with  any  kings, 
princes,  or  power  vvhatfoever. 

VII. 

There  fhall  not  be  kept,  by  any 
of  the  faid  States  in  particular, 
any  vefTels  or  fhips  of  war  above 
the  number  judged  neceffary  by 
the  Affembly  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  defence  of  that  State  and 
its  commerce,;  and  there  fhall  not 
be  kept  on  foot  in  time  of  peace, 
by  any  of  the  faid  States,  any 
troops  above  the  number  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Affembly  of  the 
United  States,  to  guard  the  ftrong 
places  or  forts  neceffary  for  the 
defence  of  that  State  ;  but  each 
State  fhall  always  keep  up  a  yvell- 
difciplined  militia,  fufficientiy  arm¬ 
ed  and  equipped,  and  fhall  be 
careful  to  procure,  and  keep  in 
confiant  readinefs,  in  the  public 
magazines,  a  fufficient  number  of 
field  pieces  and  tents,  with  a  pro¬ 
per  quantity  of  ammunition  and 
implements  of  war. 

viir. 

When  any  of  the  faid  States 
fhall  raife  troops  for  the  common 
defence,  all  the  officers  of  the  rank 

of 
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of  colonel,  and  under,  iliall  be 
appointed  by  the  legiflative  body 
of  the  State  that  lhall  have  raifed 
the  troops,  or  in  fuch  manner  as 
that  State  fhall  have  judged  pro¬ 
per  to  regulate  the  nominations ; 
and  when  any  vacancy  happens  in 
thefe  pofis,  they  ftiall  be  filled  up 
“by  the  faid  State. 

IX. 

All  the  expences  of  war,  and  all 
other  dilburfements,  that  fliall  be 
jnade  for  the  common  defence  or 
the  general  weal,  and  that  lhall  be 
ordered  by  the  Afiembly  of  the 
United  States,  lliall  be  paid  out  of 
the  funds  of  a  common  treafury. 

That  , common  treafury  lhall  be 
formed  by  the  contribution  of  each 
of  the  aforefaid  States,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  every  age,  fex,  or  quality,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Indians  exempt  from  taxes 
in  each  State  ;  and  in  order  to  fix 
the  quota  of  the  contribution,  every 
three  years  the  inhabitants  lhali  be 
numbered,  in  which  enumeration 
the  number  of  white  people  lhall 
be  dillinguilhed ;  and  that  enu¬ 
meration  lhall  be  fent  to  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  United  States. 

The  taxes  appropriated  to  pay 
this  quota,  lhall  be  laid  and  levied 
in  the  extent  of  each  State  by  the 
authority  and  orders  of  its  legifla- 
live  body,  within  the  time  fixed 
by  the  alTembly  of  the  United 
States. 

X. 

Each  of  the  faid  States  lhall  fub- 
mit  to  the  decifions  of  the  Afi’em- 
bly  of  the  United  States,  in  all 
matters  or  quellions  referved  to  that 
Afi’embly  by  the  prefent  a^  of 
Confederation. 


XL 

No  State  lhall  engage  in  war 
without  the  confent  of  the  United 
States  alTembled  in  Congrefs,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cafe  of  adlual  invafion  of 
fome  enemy,  or  from  a  certain 
knowledge  of  a  refolution  taken 
by  fome  Indian  nation  to  attack 
them,  and  in  that  cafe  only,  in 
which  the  danger  is  too  urgent  to 
allow'  them  time  to  confult  the 
other  States. 

No  particular  State  lhall  giv$ 
any  commiflion  to  velfels,  or  other 
Ihips  of  war,  nor  any  letters  of 
marque  or  reprifal,  till  after  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war  made  by  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  United  States ;  and 
even  in  that  cafe  they  lhall  be 
granted  only  againll  the  kingdom 
or  the  power,  or  again  ft  the 
fubjedls  of  the  kingdom,  or  of  the 
power  againft  which  war  lhall  have 
been  fo  declared;  and  lhall  con¬ 
form,  refpedling  thefe  objefls,  to 
the  regulations  made  by  the  Aftem- 
bly  of  the  United  States. 

XII. 

Tn  order  to  watch  over  the  ge¬ 
neral  intereft  of  the  United  States, 
and  direfl  the  general  affairs,  there 
lhall  be  nominated  every  year,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  form  fettled  by  the 
legiflative  body  of  each  ftate,  a 
certain  number  of  delegates,  who 
fhall  fit  at  Philadelphia  until  the 
General  AlTembly  of  the  United 
States  lhall  have  ordered  otherwife ; 
and  the  firft  Monday  in  November 
of  each  year,  lhall  be  the  sera  fixed 
for  their  meeting. 

Each  of  the  above-mentioned 
States  lhall  preferve  the  right  and 
power  to  recall,  at  any  time  what¬ 
ever  of  the  year,  their  delegates, 

or 
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or  any  one  of  them,  and  to  fend 
others  in  the  room  of  them  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year  ;  and  each 
of  the  faid  States  fhall,  maintain 
their  delegates  during  the  time  of 
the  General  Affembly,  and  alfo 
during  the  time  they  fhall  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  of  State,  of 
which  mention  ihall  be  made  here¬ 
after. 

XIII. 

Each  flate  (hall  have  a  vote  for 
the  decifion  of  queilions  in  the 
General  AiTembly, 

XIV. 

The  General  Aflembly  of  the 
United  States,  fhall  alone  and  cx- 
clufively  have  the  right  and  power 
to  decide  of  peace  and  war,  except 
in  the  cafe  mentioned  in  article  XI, 
— to  eftablilh  rules  for  judging  in 
all  cafes  the  legitimacy  of  the  prizes 
taken  by  fca  or  land,  and  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  manner  in  which  the 
prizes  taken  by  the  land  or  fea 
forces,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  (hall  be  divided  or  em¬ 
ployed  ; — to  grant  letters  of  marque 
or  reprifal  in  time  of  peace  -to 
appoint  tribunals  to  take  cognii 
zance  of  piracies,  and  all  other 
capital  crimes  committed  on  the 
high  Teas  ; — to  eftabliih  tribunals 
to  receive  appeals,  and  judge  finally 
in  all  cafes  of  prizes  ; — to  fend 
and  receive  ambaifadors  ; — to  ne- 
gociate  and  conclude  treaties  or 
alliances  ; — to  decide  all  differences 
actually  fubfifting,  and  that  may 
arife  hereafter  between  two  or  fe- 
veral  of  the  aforementioned  States, 
about  limits,  jurifdidlion,  or  any 
other  caufe  whatfoever  ;  to  coin 
money,  and  fix  its  value  and  ftan- 
dard  fix  the  weights  and 
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meafures  throughout  the  whole  epc- 
tent  of  the  United  States ; — to  re¬ 
gulate  commerce,  and  treat  of  all 
affairs  with  the  Indians  who  are 
not  members  of  any  of  the  States  ; 
— to  eftabliih  and  regulate  the 
polls  from  one  State  to  another,  in. 
the  whole  extent  of  the  United 
States.,  and  to  receive  on  the  letters 
and  packets  fent  by  pod  the  ne- 
cefTary  tax  to  defray  the  expence 
of  that  eftablilhment ; — to  appoint 
the  general  officers  of  the  land 
forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States;  to  give  commifiions  to  the 
other  officers  of  the  faid  troops, 
who  (hall  have  been  appointed  by 
virtue  of  article  VIII ; — to  appoint 
all  the  officers  of  marine  in  the  fer 
vice  of  the  United  States  ; — to" 
frame  all  the  ordinances  neceffiary 
for  the  government  and  difcipline 
of  the  faid  land  and  fea  forces  ; 
and  to  diredl  their  operations! 

The  General  Afiembly  of  the 
United  States  fhall  be  authorized 
to  appoint  a  Council  of  State,, and 
fuch  committees  and  civil  officers 
as  they  (hall  judge  necelTary  for 
guiding  and  diipatching  the  gene¬ 
ral  affairs,  under  their  authority, 
whilft  they  remain  fitting  ;  and 
after  their  feparation,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Council  of  State. 
— They  (hail  chufe  for  prefident 
one  of  their  members,  and  for  fe- 
cretary  the  peribn  whom  they  fhall 
judge  fit  for  that  place;  and  they 
may  adjourn  ^  what  time  of  the 
year,  and  to^  what  place  in  the 
UnicedStates,  they  (liail  think  pro¬ 
per. —  They  ihall  have  the  right 
and  power  to  determine  and  fix 
the  lams  necelTary  to  be  raifed,  and 
the  difburfements  neceffary  to  be 
made  ; — to  borrow  money,  and  to 
create  bills  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States; — to  build  and  fit 
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oat  fleets;  to  determine  the  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  to  be  raifed  or  kept 
in  pay  ; — and  to  require  of  each  of 
the  aforefaid  States,  to  compofe  the 
army,  a  contingent  proportioned 
to  the  number  of  its  white  inha¬ 
bitants. - Thefe  requifitions  of 

the  General  AfTembly  fhall  be 
binding,  and  in  confequence  the 
legiflative  body  of  each  State  fhall 
nominate  the  particular  officers, 
levy  the  men,  arm  and  equip  them 
properly  ;  and  thefe  officers  and 
Ibldiers,  thus  armed  and  equipped, 
fhall  proceed  to  the  place,  and 
within  the  time  fixed  by  the  Ge¬ 
neral  AfTembly. 

But  if  the  General  Aflembly, 
from  fome  particular  circumftances, 
fhould  think  proper  to  exempt  one 
or  feveral  of  the  States  from  railing 
troops,  or  to  demand  of  them  lefs 
than  their  contingent,  and  fhould 
on  the  contrary  judge  it  convenient 
that  one  or  feveral  others  fhould 
raife  more  than  their  contingent  ; 
the  number  extraordinary  demand¬ 
ed  fhall  be  raifed,  provided  with 
officers,  armed  and  equipped  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  contingent, 
onlefs  the  legiflative  body  of  that, 
or  of  thole  of  the  States  to  whom 
the  requiiition  fhall  have  been 
made, .  fhould  deem  it  dangerous 
for  themfelves  to  be  drained  of 
that  number  extraordinary,  and  in 
that  cafe  they  fhall  furnifli  no  more 
than  what  they  think  compatible 
with  their  fafety  ;  and  the  officers 
and  foldiers.  To  railed  andkquipped, 
fiiall  go  to  the  place,  and  within 
the  time  fixed  by  the  General 
AfTembly. 

The  General  AfTembly  fhall 
never  engage  in  any  war,  nor 
grant  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal 
in  time  of  peace,  nor  contradT  any 
reaties  of  alliance  or  other  con¬ 


ventions,  except  to  make  peace, 
nor  coin  money  or  regulate  its  va¬ 
lue,  nor  determine  or  fix  the  fums 
necefTary  to  be  raifed,  of  the  dif- 
burfements  neceffiary  t0  be  made 
for  the  defence  or  advantage  of 
the  United  Stales,  or  of  fome  of 
them,  nor  create  bills,  nor  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  nor  difpofe  of  any  fums  of 
money,  nor  refoive  on  the  number 
of  fhips  of  war  to  be  built  or  pur- 
chafed,  or  on  the  number  of  troops 
to  be  raifed  for  land  or  fea  fervice, 
nor  appoint  a  commander  or  chief 
of  the  land  or  fea  forces,  but  by 
the  united  con  fen  t  of  nine  of  the 
States :  and  no  queftion  on  any 
point  whatfoever,  except  for  ad¬ 
journing  from  one  day  to  another, 
lhall  be  decided  but  by  a  majority 
of  the  United  States. 

No  delegate  ihall  be  chofen  for 
more  than  three  years  out  of  fix. 

No  perfon  in  veiled  with  any  em¬ 
ployment  whatever  in  the  extent  of 
the  United  States,  and  receiving, 
by  virtue  of  that  employment,  ei¬ 
ther  by  himfelf,  or  through  the 
hands  of  any  other  for  him,  any 
falaries,  wages,  or  emoluments 
whatever,  ffiall  be  chofen  a  dele* 
gate. 

The  General  Allembly  flialT 
publiffi  every  month  a  journal  of 
their  feffions,  except  what  lhall  re¬ 
late  to  treaties,  alliances,  or  mili¬ 
tary  operations,  when  it  lhall  ap-^ 
pear  to  them  that  thefe  matters 
ought  to  be  kept  fecret.  The  opi¬ 
nions  pro  and  con  of  the  delegates 
of  each  State,  lhall  be  entered  in 
the  journals  as  often  as  any  one  of 
the  delegates  lhall  require  it ;  and 
there  lhall  be  delivered  to  the  de¬ 
legates  of  each  State,  on  their  de¬ 
mand,  or  even  to  any  one  of  the 
delegates  of  each  State,  at  his  par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular  requifition,  a  copy  of  the 
journal,  except  of  the  parts  above 
mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  le- 
giflative  body  of  his  refpeiftive 
^tate. 

XV. 

The  Council  of  State  fhall  be 
compofed  of  one  delegate  of  each 
of  the  States,  nominated  annually 
by  the  other  delegates  of  his  re- 
fpe^live  State  ;  and  the  cafe  where 
thefe  electors  might  not  be  able  to 
agree,  that  delegate  (hall  be  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  General  Aifembly. 

The  Council  of  State  fhall  be 
authorifed  to  receive  and  open  all 
the  letters  addreffed  to  the  United 
•  States,  and  anfwer  them  ;  but  lhal! 
not  contrail  any  engagements  bind¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States. — They 
fhall  correfpond  with  the  legifla- 
tive  bodies  of  each  State,  and  with  . 
all  perfons  employed  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
foine  of  the  particular  leglflative 
bodies. — They  fhall  addrefs  them-  » 
felves  to  thefe  legiflative  bodies,  or 
to  the  officers  to  whom  each  State 
fhall  have  entrulled  the  executive 
power,  for  aid  and  affiltancc  of 
everv  kind,  as  occafion  fnall  re- 
quire. — They  fhall  give  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  generals,  and  direil 
the  military  operations  by  land  or 
by  fea ;  but  vvithput  making  any 
alterations  in  the  objects  or  expe¬ 
ditions  determined  by  the  General 
AfTembly,  unlefs  a  change  of  cir- 
cumftances  intervening, and  coming 
to  their  knowledge  hnce  the  break¬ 
ing  up  of  the  AfTembly,  ffiould 
render  a  change  of  meafures  indif- 
penfably  neceffary.  They  fhah  be 
careful  of  the  defence  and  prsferva- 
tion  of  the  fortreffes  or  fcrrihed 
pons. — They  fhall  procure  inform¬ 
ation  of  the  fituation  and  defigns 


of  the  enemy.-— They  ftiall  put  in 
execution  the  meafures  and  plans 
that  fhall  have  been  refolved  by 
the  General  AfTembly,  by  virtue 
of  the  powers  with  which  they  are 
in  veiled  by  the  prefent  confede¬ 
ration. — They  fhall  draw  upon  the 
treafurers  for  the  fums,  the  defli- 
nation  of  which  fhall  have  been 
fettled  by  the  General  Aflembly, 
and  for  the  payment  of  the  con- 
trads  which  they  may  have  made 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  that  are 
granted  to  them. — They  fhall  in- 
fped  and  reprove,  they  lhall  even, 
fufpend  all  officers  civil  or  military 
ading  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. — In  the  cafe  of 
death  or  fufpenfion  of  any  officer 
whofe  nomination  belongs  to  the 
General  AfTembly,  they  may  re¬ 
place  him  by  what  perfon  they 
think  proper  until  the  next  AfTem¬ 
bly. — They  may  publifh  and  dif- 
perfe  authentic  accounts  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  operations. — They  may  con¬ 
vene  the  General  AfTembly  for  a 
nearer  term  than  that  to  which 
they  had  adjourned  when  they  Te- 
parated,  if  any  important  and  un- 
expeded  event  ffiould  require  it  for 
the  welfare  or  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  feme  of  them. — 
They  ffiall  prepare  the  matters 
that  are  to  be  fubmitted  to  the 
infpedion  of  the  General  AfTem¬ 
bly,  and  lay  before  them  at  the 
next  fitting  all  the  letters  or  ad¬ 
vices  by  them  received,  and  ffiall 
render  an  fexad  account  of  all  that 
they  have  done  in  the  interim.— 
They  ffiall  cake  for  their  Tecretary 
a  perfon  fit  for  that  employment, 
who  before  he  enters  on  his  func¬ 
tion  ffiall  take  an  oath  of  fecrecy 
and  fidelity. — The  prefence  of  fe- 
ven  members  of  the  Council  will 
empovver  them  to  ad.— In  cafe  of 
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the  death  of  one  of  their  members, 
the  Council  fhall  give  notice  of  it 
to  the  colleagues  of  the  deceafed, 
that  they  may  chufe  one  of  them¬ 
selves  to  replace  him  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  until  the  holding  of  the  next 
general  meeting  x  and  in  cafe  there 
Should  be  but  one  of  his  colleagues 
living,  the  fame  notice  ihall  be 
given  to  him,  that  he  may  come 
and  take  his  feat  until  the  next 
fitting. 

XVI. 

In  cafe  that  Canada  fiiould  be 
willing  to  accede  to  the  prefen  t 
confederation,  and  come  into  all 
the  meafures  of  the  United  States, 
it  Ihall  be  admitted  into  the  union, 
and  participate  in  all  its  benefits. 
But  no  other  colony  Ihall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  without  the  confentof  nine 
©f  the  States. 

The  above  articles  Ihall  be  prp- 


pofed  to  the  legillative  bodies  of 
all  the  United  States,  to  be 
examined  by  them  ;  and  if  they 
approve  of  them,  they  are  de- 
fired  to  authorife  their  delegates 
to  ratify  them  in  the  General  Af- 
fembly  ;  after  which  all  the  articles 
which  conititute  the  prefent  con¬ 
federation  Ihall  be  inviolably  ob- 
ferved  by  all  and  every  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  union  Ihall 
be  eftablilhed  for  ever. 

There  Ihall  not  be  made  here¬ 
after  any  alteration  in  thefe  articles, 
nor  in  any  of  them,  unlefs  that  the 
alteration  be  previoully  determined 
in  the  General  AlTembly,  and  con¬ 
firmed  afterwards  by  the  legillative 
bodies  of  each  of  the  United  States. 

Refolved  and  figned  at 
Philadelphia,  in  Con- 
grefs,  the  4th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1776, 
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C  H  A  R  A 


Pi^ure  of  the  Condition  and  Manners 
of  the  People  of  Rome,  <when  firji 
pillaged  by  the  Barbarians  ;  col- 
Uded  from  dijferent  cotemporary 
Writers y  particularly  Ammianus 
Marcellinus  ;  by  the  Author  of  the 
EJfayon  Public  Happinefs y  tranfat- 
ed  into  Englifh,  by  J.  Rent,  Efq\ 

^  I  ''  HIS  fplendid  city  was  yet 
X  filled  with  riches,  when  the 
Barbarians  pillaged  it,  for  the  iirft 
time.  Several  authors  afTert,  that 
many  citizens  were  in  polleffion  of 
a  revenue  of  above  four  millions; 
and  that  fuch  as  were  worth  no 
more  than  a  million,  or  a  million 
and  an  half,  were  placed  only  in 
the  fecond  clafs  of  citizens.  Thefe 
indolent  andopulent  men  imagined 
that  the  enjoyment  of  pleafure  wa^ 
the  foie  end  of  their  creation  ;  and 
were  contented  to  remain  as  idle 
ipedlators  of  the  events  of  war,  as 
they  were  of  the  events  of  the  Cir¬ 
cus ;  with  this  difference  onl)^  that 
in  thefe  lall  events  they  feemed  to 
feel  themfelves  more  interefled. 
Even  the  Emperors  had,  during  a 
long  time,  accuftomed  them  to  this 
luxurious  effeminacy.  “  I  go  (laid 
Aurelius  to  them,  in  one  of  his 
edi£ls)  to  fight  the  enemy  :  and 
I  will  take  care  that  the  Romans 
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fliall  not^fuffer  the  flighted  uneafi- 
nefs.  Attend  to  your  games.  Fre¬ 
quent  your  Circus.  It  is  our  part 
to  conduct  the  public  bufinefs.  But 
you  fhould  be  entirely  devoted  to 
pleafure*.”  It  is  eafy  to  conceive 
that  in  the  midll  of  fo  much  lux¬ 
ury  and  effeminacy,  the  public 
morals  were  daily  degenerating, 
Petronius  and  Lucian  have  made 
us  fufhciently  acquainted  with  the 
parade  and  extravagance,  peculiar 
to  the  entertainments,  which  were 
given  in  their  times :  but  as  Am¬ 
mianus  Marcellinus  hath  taken  the 
pains  to  defcribe  the  manners  of 
the  Romans,  during  a  lefs  diftant 
period,  namely,  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  the  reader  will,  probably, 
Be  pleafed  if  w'e  prefent  him  with 
the  whole  paffage,  as  related  in  the 
fixth  chapter  of  the  fourteenth 
book. 

Were  you,  on  your  arrival  at 
Rome,  to  be  introduced,  as  a  re¬ 
putable  foreigner,  to  an  opulent, 
or  in  other  w'ords,  a  very  often ta- 
tious  man,  your  firit  reception 
would  be  accompanied  with  every 
mark  of  politenefs  ;  after  having 
been  overpowered  by  queltions,  to 
which  it  will  be  the  moil  frequently 
necelfary  to  anfwer,  by  relating 
fome  extravagant  dories,  you  will 
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become  aftoniflicd  to  find,  that  a 
perfon  of  fuch  diflinftion,  (hould 
treat  a  fimple  individual  with  fo 
refpedlful  an  attention  ;  nay,  you 
will  even  be  ready  to  condemn 
yourfelf  for  not  having  vifited  fo 
charming  a  city,  ten  years  fooner. 
But  if,  encouraged  by  this  obliging 
welcome,  you  Ihould  return  on  the 
morrow,  to  pay  your  compliments, 
a  ftranger  dropped  from  the  clouds, 
could  not  be  more  Hared  at.  Who 
is  h^  ?  and,  whence  comes  he  f 
would  be  circulated  in  ill-bred 
whifpers  round  the  room.  At 
length,  however,  you  will  attain 
to  the  honour  of  being  known,  and 
admitted  on  a  familiar  footing ; 
but  yet,  if,  after  three  years  of 
aifiiduous  attendance,  you  were  to 
abfent  yourfelf,  for  the  fame  fpace 
of  time,  you  would  not,  on  your 
return,  be  either  alked  how  you 
had  been  employed,  or  even  told 
that  the  lofs  of  your  company  was 
perceived.  This  abfurdity  is  car¬ 
ried  ftill  farther;  for,  previous  to 
the  giving  of  thofe  entertainments, 
which  are  fo  long,  and  fo  detri¬ 
mental  to  health,  it  is  a  matter  of 
tedious  deliberation,  whether,  ex- 
clufive  of  fuch  gnefts,  as  are  en- 
fitled  to  invitations,  any  ftrangers 
fhall  alfo  be  alked  :  and  if,  after  a 
full  hearing,  and  on  mature  reflec¬ 
tion,  this  point  be  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  then  the  great  adepts 
in  all  the  laws  of  public  games, 
%vho  never  fail  to, mount  guard  at 
the  houfes  of  the  charioteers  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Circus,  or  per  Tons 
the  moH  inflruCied  in  the  fcience 
and  the  tricks  of  play,  are  the 
only  flrangers  deflined  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  As  te  the  men  of  learning, 
and  virtue,  they  are  fihunned,  as 
the  tirefome  and  uffilefs  difliirbers 
©f  feilive  mirth  :  nor  doth  it  once 


employ  their  thoughts  that  the  Wj- 
menclatoresj  accuflomed  to  fell  the 
favours  of  their  mailers,  take  care 
to  invite  to  the  feaft,  and  the  di- 
Hributions,  only  the  moil  obfcure 
and  inferior  individuals,  from 
whom  they  can  extort  more  money, 
than  from  the  others,  I  (hall  pafs 
(flightly  over  that  fumptuous  pro- 
fufion,  in  their  entertainments,  and 
particularly  thofe  voluptuous  refine¬ 
ments  lately  introduced,  to  take 
notice  of  the  ridiculous  cavalcades, 
attending  on  our  oilentatious,  rich 
men,  vvho,amufing  themfelves  with 
running  poft,  up  and  down  the 
flreets,  at  the  rifk  of  breaking  their 
necks  on  the  pavement,  are  fol¬ 
lowed  by  fuch  a  numerous  train  of 
dome.flics,  that,  *0  borrow  the  ex- 
preffion  of  a  comic  writer,  they 
do  not  even  leave  the  fool  behind 
to  keep  houfe  ;  however  abfurd 
this  diverfion  be,  the  very  matrons 
are  not  afhamed  to  follow  it,  but 
hurry  through  every  quarter  of  the 
town,  in  open  litters.  In  thefe 
pompous  proceffions,  nothing  is 
neglected  ;  and  as  the  expert  gene¬ 
ra],  who  marfhals  his  arniy,  in  a 
proper  order  of  battle,  places  his 
heavy  infantry  in  the  front  line, 
his  light  infantry  in  the  fecond  line, 
and  his  bowmen  in  the  rear,  fo  the 
mailer  of  the  ceremonies,  bearing 
a  wand  in  his  hand,  Tingles  out  all 
thofe  who  are  to  have  the  honour 
of  walking  before  the  triumphal 
car,  and  conftantiy  obliges  the 
black  troop  of  cooks,  fcullions,  &:c. 
to  fall  back  into  the  hinder  ranks, 
Thefe,  again,  are  followed  by  the 
remaining  number  of  footmen,  and 
by  the  Commenjalcs  :  the  procefiioii 
is  then  clofed  by  the  eunuchs,  a 
deformed  multitude,  who  teach  os 
to  execrate  the  memory  of  Semira- 
mis,  that  barbarous  queen,  v/ho 
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fird  violating  the  laws  of  nature, 
filled  this  tender,  but  imprudent 
mother,  with  regret,  for  having 
too  early  (hewn,  in  the  generations 
which  were  fcarce  begun,  the  hope 
of  future  generations.  In  luch  a 
fiate  of  manners,  it  will  eafily  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  few  houfes,  in 
which  the  fciences  were  formerly 
cultivated,  are  now  only  the  recep¬ 
tacles  of  vain  and  frivolous  plea- 
fures ;  fo  that  in  the  place  of  ora¬ 
tors,  and  philofophers,  nothing  is 
heard  from  morning  till  night, 
except  the  found  of  flutes,  and  the 
airs  of  the  muficians.  As  to  the 
libraries,  they  are  more  Ihut  up  and 
more  abandoned  than  the  fepul- 
chres :  dances,  accompanied  by 
wind  inftruments,  are  fubfliruted  in 
their  room  ;  nay,  to'  fo  fhameful 
a  length  have  thefe  indignities 
been  carried,  that  when  the  famine 
had  rendered  it  neceflary  to  fend 
all  foreigners  out  of  the  city,  the 
law  was  rigoroufly  put  in  execution 
again  It  every  one  of  thofe  ufeful 
men,  who  were  the  inftruftors  in 
liberal  arts  ;  whilft  mimics,  flage- 
players,  and  even  three  thoufand 
female  dancers,  with  their  whole 
band  of  muficians  and  fingers,  were 
fuffered  to  remain  within  the  capi¬ 
tal.  Wherefoever  you  turn  your 
eyes,  you  will  alio  perceive  the  wo¬ 
men  painted,  and  ridiculoufly 
drefied  ;  thefe  tire  you  more  by 
their  continual  dancing,  than  they 
fatigue  themfelves  ;  and  thefe,  had 
they  been  married  to  honefi;  men, 
might  have  lupplied  the  fiate  with 
an  ufeful  army  of  citizens.  Rome 
was  once  a  fure  afyium  tp  every  in¬ 
dividual,  who  introduced  the  arts 
and  indufiry  ;  but  now,  a  foolifli 
and  unaccountable  vani-ty  elteems 
every  thing  vile  and  abject,  which 
comes  from  beyond  the  Fpmaeiiam. 
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I  muft,  however,  except  the  un¬ 
married  men,  and  fuch  as  have  no 
heirs.  Thefe  are  loaden  with  re- 
fpedt  and  coraplaifance  ;  although 
another  felfifli  refinement  makes 
us  avoid  even  the  tendered  duties 
of  humanity;  for  the  moll:  terrible 
difeafes,  raging  within  this  capital 
of  the  world,  have  occafioned  a 
drift  prohibition  of  the  leal!  com¬ 
munication  with  thofe  unhappy 
wretches,  who  are  infected  with 
them  ;  and  it  is  now  cullomary, 
not  only  to  think  it  fufiicienr,  if 
fome  domellics  be  fent  to  thefe  per- 
fons,  to  enquire  of  them  any  par¬ 
ticular  news,  but  to  oblige  the  mef- 
fenger  to  go  through  long  ablu¬ 
tions  before  he  can  be  admitted  to 
deliver  the  anfvver.  How  delicate 
thefe  men  are  !  and  yet,  if  you  in¬ 
vite  them  to  a  feaft,  or  offer  them 
money,  they  will  run  for  you,  even, 
to  Spoletum.  Surh  are  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  nobility  :  as,  to  the 
common  people,  they  generally 
fpend  the  night  in  drinking  houfes, 
or  even  in  the  theatres,  under  thofe 
booths,  the  invention  of  which  we 
owe  to  Catullus,  who  firli  introduced 
at  Rome  thefe  far-fetched  commo¬ 
dities,  which  might  better  have 
become  Capua,  than  the  city  of 
Romulus.  Multitudes  are  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  a  paffion  for  gaining. 
Others  expofe  themfelves,  during 
whole  days,  to  the  heat,  and  the 
rain,  to  be  the  umpires  amongft 
the  charioteers,  and  decide  on  the 
events  of  the  Circus.  Amidft  fuch 
frivolous  engagements,  is  it  poffible 
that  the  Romans  can  ever  be  rea- 
fonably  employed?  &c,  &c.” 
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the  more  peculiar  Manners ,  Cujloms, 
of  the  modern  Greek,  Tur- 
kifh,  and  Albanian  Inhabitants 
of  that  City  and  its  territory  i 
from  Dr.  C handler’ j  franjels  in 
Greece. 

Athens  maintained  under 
the  Romans  its  reputation 
for  philofophy  and  eloquence,  and 
continued,  though  fubdued,  the 
metropolis  of  learning,  the  fchool 
of  arts,  the  centre  of  talle  and  ge¬ 
nius.  The  Gymnafia  and  the 
gardens  of  the  philofophers  were 
decorated  with  the  capital  works 
of  eminent  mafters,  and  ftill  fre¬ 
quented.  The  fierce  warrior  was 
captivated  by  Greece  and  fcience, 
and  Athens  humanized  and  poliflred 
the  conquerors  of  the  world.  But 
Sylla  greatly  injured  the  city,  by 
tranfporting  to  Rome  the  public 
librarv,  which  had  been  founded 
by  Pifiilratus,  carefully  augmented 
by  the  people,  removed  by  Xerxes 
into  Perha,  and  reftored  long  after 
by  Saleucus  Nicanor.  The  fpirit 
of  learning  drooped  on  the  lofs ; 
and  the  Roman  youth,  under  Ti¬ 
berius,  were  fent  to  fiudy  at  Mar- 
feill  es,  intlead  of  Athens.  Even 
there  the  barbarous  Gauls  joined 
in  the  purfuit  of  eloquence  and 
philofophy.  The  fophid,  as  well 
as  the  phyfician,  was  hired  to  fettle 
among  them  ;  and  the  nation  was 
civilized  by  the  Greek  city. 

The  emperor  Adrian  embellifh- 
cd  Athens  with  a  noble  library, 
and  a  new  Gymnafium,  and  re- 
Itored  fcience  to  its  ancient  feat. 
Lollianus,  an  Ephefian,  was  hrft 
raifed  to  the  high  dignity  of  the 
fophifiical  throne,  which  was  after¬ 


wards  filled  by  Atticus  Herodes, 
and  by  other  eminent  and  illuf- 
trious  perfons.  The  number  of 
profefibrs  was  increafed  by  Antoni¬ 
nus  the  philofopher,  who  had  flu- 
died  under  Herodes.  His eftablilh- 
ment  confided  of  thirteen  ;  two 
Platonids,  as  many  Peripatetics, 
Stoics,  and  Epicureans,  with  two 
Rhetoricians  and  Civilians ;  and 
a  prefident  diled  Pref^B  of  the 
Xouth.  I'he  dudent  proceeded  from 
the  philofopher  to  the  rhetorician, 
and  then  to  the  civilian.  A  yearly 
falary  of  fix  hundred  aurei  or  pieces 
of*  gold  was  annexed  to  each  of 
the  philofophical  chairs  ;  and  one 
of  a  talent  to  thofe  of  the  civilians. 
The  profeiTors,  unlefs  appointed 
by  the  emperors,  were  elected  after 
folemn  examination  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  magidrates. 

Education  now  flourifhed  in  all 
its  branches  at  Athens.  The  Ro¬ 
man  world  reforted  to  its  fchools, 
and  reputation  and  riches  awaited 
the  able  preceptor.  The  tender 
mind  was  duly  prepared  for  the 
manly  dudies  of  philofophy  and 
eloquence.  Age  and  proficiency 
were  followed  by  promotion.  The 
youth  was  advanced  into  the  higher 
clafPes,  enrolled  with  the  philofo¬ 
phers,  and  admitted  to  their  habit. 
The  title  of  fophid  was  conferred 
on  him,  when  mature  in  years  and 
erudition  ;  and  this  was  an  ho¬ 
nour  fo  much  affecled,  that  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  it  almod  furnifhed  an 
apology  for  infolent  pride  and  ex¬ 
travagant  elation.  Jtwasacudom 
of  the  maders  to  infcribe  on  mar¬ 
ble  the  names  of  their  fcholars  ; 
thofe  of  A.ttica  ranged  under  their 
refpeftive  tribes ;  and  alfo  to  what 


^  About  46 8l.  See  Wotton’s  Hidory  of  Rome, 
with  the  errata  and  p,  i6g. 
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demos  or  borough  each  belonged. 
Some  fpecimens  of  thefe  regillers 
are  prelerved  in  the  Oxford  col- 
ledtion,  and  many  fragments  are 
yet  extant  at  Athens. 

At  this  period  Athens  abounded 
in  philofophers.  It  fwarmed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Lucian,  with  clokes  and 
itaves  and  fatchels  ;  you  beheld 
every  where  a  long  beard,  a  book 
in  the  left  hand,  and  the  walks 
full  of  companies,  difcourfing  and 
reafoning.  The  cloke,  or  Tribo- 
nium  was  the  habit  of  all  the  or¬ 
ders.  The  general  colour  was 
dark,  but  the  Cynic  wore  white, 
and,  with  the  Stoic,  had  the  folds 
doubled.  One  fhoulder  was  bare  ; 
the  hair  hanging  down  ;  the  beard 
unfliaven.  The  Cynic,  with  the 
Stoic  and  Pythagorean,  was  llo- 
venly  and  negligent,  his  cloke  in 
tatters,  his  nails  long,  and  his  feet 
naked.  The  Cynic  was  armed 
with  a  Half,  as  a  defence  from 
dogs  or  the  rabble.  The  Sophift 
was  adorned  with  purple,  and  com¬ 
monly  polifhed  as  well  in  drels 
and  perfon  as  in  manners  and  lan¬ 
guage.  It  behoved  the  prdfefibr, 
as  Lucian  affirms,  to  be  handfomely 
clothed,  to  be  lleek  and  comely, 
and  above  all  to  have  a  flowing 
beard,  infpiring  thofe  who  ap¬ 
proached  him  with  veneration,  and 
fuitable  to  the  falary  he  received 
from  the  Emperor. 

A  learned  father  *,  who  was 
cotemporary  with  Julian  at  Athens, 
has  defcribed  the  manner  in  which 
tde  Novice  was  treated  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  there,  wdth  the  ceremony  of 
initiation.  He  was  firft  furrounded 
by  the  pupils  and  partizans  of  the 
different  Sophiils,  all  eager  to  re¬ 
commend  their  favourite  mailer. 
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He  was  hofpitably  entertained  ; 
and  afterwards  the  ftudents  were 
allowed  to  attack  him  with  rude 
or  ingenuous  difputation,  as  each 
was  difpofed.  This,  the  relater 
has  furmifed,  was  intended  to  mor¬ 
tify  conceit,  and  to  render  him 
traftable.  He  was  next  to  be  in- 
veiled  with  the  habit.  A  procef- 
fion  in  pairs,  at  equal  diftances, 
conduced  him  through  the  Agora 
to  a  public  bath,  probably  that 
without  Dipylon  by  the  monument 
of  Anthemocritus.  An  oppofltioa 
was  feigned  on  their  approach  to 
the  door,  fome  calling  out  and  for¬ 
bidding  his  admiflion,  fome  urging 
on  and  knocking.  Thefe  pre¬ 
vailed.  He  was  introduced  into  a 
warm  cell,  waflied,  and  then  clothed 
with  the  Tribonium.  He  was  fa- 
luted  as  an  equal  on  his  coming 
out,  and  re-condudled.  No  one 
was  fufFered  to  appear  in  that  drefs 
at  Athens  without  the  permiffion  of 
the  Sophiils,  and  this  ceremony, 
which  was  attended  with  confider- 
able  expence. 

The  philofophers  w'ere  long  as 
dillinguiffied  by  iheir  averfion  to 
Chriflianity  as  by  their  garment. 
It  is  recorded  of  Jultin  Martyr, 
that  he  preached  in  the  Tribonium, 
to  which  he  had  been  admitted 
before  his  converfion.  Some  monks 
alfo,  whom  the  Gentiles  termed 
impollors,  aflumed  it,  uniting  with 
fpiritual  pride  and  confummate  va¬ 
nity,  an  affedlation  of  Angular  hu¬ 
mility  and  of  indifference  to  world¬ 
ly  fhow.  But  the  Emperor  Jovian 
commanding  the  temples  to  be 
(hut,  and  prohibiting  facrifice,  the* 
prudent  philofopher  then  concealed 
his  profeflion,  and  relinquifhed  his 
cloke  for  the  common  drefs.  The 


*  Gregorius  Nazlanzen,  C.at.  x.^-. 
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order  was  treated  with  feverJty  by 
Valens  his  fuccefibr,  becauTe  feme 
of  them,  to  animate  their  party, 
had  foretold  that  the  next  emperor 
would  be  a  Gentile.  They  were 
addided  to  divination  and  magic, 
and  it  was  pretended,  had  partly 
difeovered  his  name.  The  habit 
was  not  wholly  laid  afide.  In  the 
next  reign,  a  fedition  happened 
at  Alexandria,  when  Olympias  a 
philofopher,  wearing  the  cioke, 
was  exceedingly  adlive,  urging  the 
Gentiles  to  repel  the  reformers, 
and  not  to  remit  of  their  zeal  or 
be  difheartened  becaufe  they  were 
difpolTeiled  of  their  idols  ,  for  the 
powers,  which  had  inhabited  them, 
were  he  afferted,  Hown  away  into 
heaven.  The  heathen  philofophers 
gradually  difappeared  ;  but  the 
Chriftian,  their  fuccelTors,  are  not 
yet  extinft,  ftili  flourilLing  in  ca¬ 
tholic  countries,  and  differing  not 
lefs  than  the  ancient  fedls,  in  drefs, 
tenets,  and  rules  of  living. 

The  de-line  of  philofophy  muff 
have  deeply  affeded  the  profperity 
have  deeply  a  gradual  defertion  of 
of  Athens.  Awed.  Minerva  could 
the  place  folloted  her  city.  Its 
beauty  v/as  violated  by  the  pro- 
conful,  who  ffripped  Pcecile  of  its 
precious  paintings.  It  was  for- 
faken  by  good  fortune,  and  would 
have  lingered  in  decay,  but  the 
Barbarians  interpofed,  and  fud- 
dcnly  completed  its  downf.4lL 
When  the  Goths  were  in  poffeffion 
of  it  in  the  time  of  Claudius,  two 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  years  after 
Ch  rift,  they  am'iffed  all  the  books, 
intending,  it  is  related,  to  burn 
them  ;  but  defifted,  on  a  repre- 
fentation  that  the  Greeks  were  di¬ 
verted  by  the  amufements  of  iludy 
from  military  purfuits.  Alaric, 
under  Arcadius  and  Honorias,  was 


not  afraid  of  their  becoming  fol- 
diers.  The  city  was  pillaged,  and 
the  libraries  were  conliimed,  De- 
vaftation  then  reigned  within,  and 
folitude  without  its  walls.  The 
fweet  firens,  the  vocal  nightin¬ 
gales,  as  the  Sophifts  are  fondly 
ftyled,  were  heard  no  more.  Phi- 
lofophy  and  eloquence  were  exiled, 
and  their  ancient  feat  occupied  by 
ignorant  honey- factors  of  Mount 
Hymettus. 

Athens,  after  it  was  abandoned 
by  the  Goths,  continued,  it  is 
likely,  for  ages  to  preierve  the 
race  of  its  remaining  inhabitants 
unchanged,  and  uniform  in  Ian-* 
guage  and  manners.  Hiftory  is 
filent  of  its  fullering  from  later 
incurftons,  from  wars,  and  maffa- 
cres.  Plenty  and  the  profpecl  of 
advantage  produces  nevv  fettlers  ; 
but,  where  no  trade  exifts,  em¬ 
ployment  will  be  w^ancipg,  and 
Attica  was  never  celebrated  for 
fertility.  The  plague  has  not 
been,  as  at  .Smyrna,  a  frequent 
vilitant  ;  becaufe  the  intercourfe 
fubftfting  with  the  illands  and  other 
places  has  been  fmall,  and  the  port 
is  at  a  diftance.  The  plague  de- 
feribed  by  'Ihu'ydides  began  in 
the  Pirteus,  and  the  Athenians  at 
hrft  believed  that  the  enemy  had 
poifoned  the  wells.'  If,  from  in¬ 
advertency,  the  infetflion  be  now 
admitted  into  the  town,  the  Turffs 
as  well  as  the  Greeks  have  the 
prudence  to  retire  to  their  houfes 
in  the  country,  or  to  the  monaiie- 
ries,  and  it  feldom  prevails  either 
fo  long  or  Ib  terribly  as  in  cities  on 
the  coaft. 

A  colony  of  new  proprietors 
was  introduced  into  Athens  by  Ma¬ 
homet  the  Second  ;  but  the  people 
fecured  fome  privileges  by  their  ca¬ 
pitulation,  and  have  lince  obtained 

more 
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more  by  addrefs  or  money.  The 
'I'urk  has  favoured  the  fpot,  aad 
bellowed  on  it  a  milder  tyranny. 
The  Kiflar  Aga,  or  chief  of  the 
black  eunuchs  at  Conftantinople, 
is  their  patron  ;  and  by  him  the 
Turkilh  maglftrates  are  appointed. 
The  Vaiwode  purchafes  his  govern¬ 
ment  yearly,  but  circumfpedfion 
and  moderation  are  requifite  in  ex- 
afling  the  revenue,  and  the  ufual 
concomitants  of  his  ftation  are  un- 
eafinefs,  apprehenlion,  and  dan¬ 
ger,  The  impatience  of  oppref- 
iion,  when  general,  begets  public 
vengeance.  The  Turks  and  their 
vaflals  have  united,  feizcd  and  cut 
their  tyrants  in  pieces,  or  forced 
them  to  feek  refuge  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  or  in  the  Acropolis.  An  in- 
furretlion  had  happened  not  many 
years  before  we  arrived,  and  the 
diftrefs,  which  followed  from  want 
of  water  in  the  fortrefs,  was  de- 
feribed  to  us  as  extreme. 

The  Turks  of  Athens  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  more  polite,  focial  and  af¬ 
fable,  than  is  common  in  that 
llately  race  ;  living  on  more  equal 
terms  with  their  fellow-citizens, 
and  partaking,  in  fome  degree,  of 
the  Greek  charafter.  The  fame 
intermixture,  which  has  ‘foftened 
their  aufterity,  has  corrupted  their 
temperance  ;  and  many  have  fore¬ 
gone  the  national  abftinence  from 
wine,  drinking  freely,  except  dur¬ 
ing  their  Ramazan  or  Lent.  Some 
too  after  a  long  lapfe  have  re-af- 
fumed,  and  rigidly  adhere  to  it,  as 
fuiting  the  gravity  of  a  beard,  and 
the  decorum  of  paternal  authority. 
Several  of  the  families  date  their 
fettlement  from  the  taking  of  the 
city.  They  are  reckoned  at  about 
three  hundred.  Their  number, 
though  comparatively  fmall,  is 
more  than  fufficient  to  keep  the 
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Chrillians  fully  fenfible  of  their 
maftery.  The  Turks  polTefs  from 
their  childhood  an  habitual  fupe- 
riority,  and  awe  with  a  look  the 
loftieil  vafial.  Their  deportment 
is  often  Hern  and  haughty.  Many 
in  private  life  are  dillinguilhed  by 
flridl  honour,  by  pundluality,  and 
uprightnefs  in  their  dealings ;  and 
almoft  all  by  external  fanftity  of 
manners.  If  they  are  narrow¬ 
minded  in  the  extreme,  it  is  the 
refult  of  a  confined  education  ;  and 
an  avaricious  temper  is  a  natural 
confequence  of  their  rapacious  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  Greeks  may  be  regarded  as 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  old  Athe¬ 
nians.  We  have  related,  that,  on 
our  arrival  in  the  Piraeus,  an  Ar- 
chon  came  from  the  city  to  receive 
us.  The  learned  reader  was  per¬ 
haps  touched  by  that  refpeflable 
title,  and  annexed  to  it  fome  por¬ 
tion  of  its  claflical  importance ; 
but  the  Archons  are  now  mere 
names,  except  a  tall  fur-cap,  and 
a  fuller  and  better  drefs  than  is 
worn  by  the  inferior  clafifes.  Some 
have  (hops  in  the  Bazar,  fome  are 
merchants,  or  farmers  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  revenue.  The  families  ftyled 
Archontic,  are  eight  or  ten  in 
number  ;  moflly  on  the  decline. 
The  perfon,  who  met  us,  was  of 
one  reckoned  very  ancient,  which, 
by  his  account,  had  been  fettled 
at  Athens  about  three  hundred 
years,  or  after  Mahomet  the  Se¬ 
cond.  His  patrimony  had  fuffered 
from  the  extortions  of  a  tyrannical 
Vaiwode,  but  he  had  repaired  the 
lofs  by  trade,  and  by  renting  petty 
governments.  I'he  ordinary  habit 
of  the  meaner  citizens  is  a  red 
fkull-cap,  a  jacket,  and  a  fafli 
round  the  middle,  loofe  breeches 
or  trowfers^  which  tie  with  a  large 
B  4  knot 
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knot  before,  and  a  long  veil:,  which 
they  hang  on  their  flioulders,  lined 
with  wool  or  fur  for  cold  weather. 
By  following  the  lower  occupa¬ 
tions,  they  procure,  not  without 
difficulty,  a  pittance  of  proiit  to 
fubiilt  them,  to  pay  their  tribute- 
money,  and  to  purchafe  garments 
for  the  feilivals,  when  they  mu¬ 
tually  vie  in  appearing  well- 
cloathed,  their  pride  even  exceed¬ 
ing  their  poverty. 

The  lordly  Tutk  and  lively 
Greek,  negleding  pallurage  and 
agriculture,  that  province,  which 
in  Afia  Minor  is  occupied  by  the 
Turcomans,  has  been  obtained  in 
Europe  by  the  Albanians  or  Alba- 
nefe.  Thefe  are  a  people  remote 
from  their  original  country,  which 
was  by  the  Cafpian  fea,  fpreading 
over  and  cultivating  alien  lands, 
and,  as  of  old,  addided  to  uni- 
verfal  hufbandry  and  to  migration. 
It  is  chiefly  their  buflnefs  to  plough, 
fow,  and  reap  ;  dig,  fence,  plant, 
and  prune  the  vineyard  ;  attend 
the  watering  of  the  olive-tree  ;  and 
gather  in  the  harvefl;  ;  going  forth 
before  the  dawn  of  dav,  and  re¬ 
turning  joyous  on  the  clofe  of  their 
labour.  If  ffiepherds,  they  live  on 
the  mountains,  in  the  vale,  or  the 
plain,  as  the  varying  feafons  re¬ 
quire,  under  arbours  or  (beds  co¬ 
vered  with  boughs,  tending  their 
flocks  abroad,  or  milking  the  ewes 
and  fhe-goats  at  the  fold,  and 
making  cheefe  and  butter  to  fup- 
ply  the  city.  Inured  early  to  fa¬ 
tigue  and  the  fun,  they  are  hardy 
and  robuft,  of  manly  carriage, 
very  different  from  that  of  the 
fawning  obfequious  Greek,  and  of 
defperate  bravery  under  every  dif- 
advantage,  when  compelled  by  ne~ 
ceffity  or  oppreffion,  to  unite  and 
endeavour  to  extort  redrefs.  Their 
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habit  is  fimple  and  fuccinfl,  reach¬ 
ing  to  the  knees.  They  have  a  na¬ 
tional  language,  and  are  members 
of  the  Greek  communion. 

The  Chriftians,  both  Greeks  and 
Albanians,  are  more  immediately 
furperintended  by  the  Archbilhop, 
and  by  the  two  Epitropi  or  cura¬ 
tors,  who  are  chofen  from  among 
the- principal  men,  and  venerable 
for  their  long  beards,  Thefe  en¬ 
deavour  to  quiet  ail  difputes,  and 
prevent  the  parties  from  recurring 
to  the  fevere  tribunal  of  the  Cadi 
or  Turkiih  judge,  watching  over 
the  commonweal,  and  regulating 
its  internal  policy,  which  (till  re¬ 
tains  fome  faint  and  obfeure  traces 
of  the  ancient  popular  for  in,  though 
without  dignity  or  importance. 
The  fee  was  now  poffeffed  by  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  a  Walachian,  who  had 
lately  purchafed  it  at  Conftantino- 
pie.  He  was  abfent  w'hen  we  ar¬ 
rived  ;  but  on  his  return  to  Athens, 
fent  us  a  prefen t  of  fine  fruit  and 
of  honey  From  M.  Hymettus;  and 
came  to  vifit  us  at  the  convent,  on 
horfeback,  attended  by  a  virger 
and  fome  of  his  clergy  on  foot. 
He  was  a  comely  and  portly  man, 
with  a  black  thick  beard. 

A  traditional  ftory  was  related 
to  us  at  Smyrna  and  afterwards  at 
Athens,  to  illuilrate  the  native 
quicknefs  of  apprehenfion,  which, 
as  if  tranfmiffive  and  the  property 
of  the  foil,  is  inherited  even  by 
the  lower  daffies  of  the  people.  A 
perfon  made  trial  of  a  poor  fhep- 
herd,  whom  he  met  with  his 
flock,  demanding,  a-cc-o  9ry ;  xat 
7j"tf  ;  y.cci,  Tisq  ;■  yea  TToa-u,  From 
njohence  ?  and  ‘vjhere  ?  and  honxj  P 
and  honv  many  P  He  was  anfwered 
without  hefltation,  and  with  equal 
brevity,  h^y,va,c,^  AvlSa^to, 

yoa  TTiflaiiocriCK,.  From 
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Athens^  to  Li^adia,  ^'heodoref  and 
five  hundred.  In  the  citizens  this 
aptitude  not  being  duly  cultivated, 
inllead  of  producing  genius,  dege¬ 
nerates  into  cunning.  I  hey  are 
juftly  reputed  a  moft  crafty,  fubtle, 
and  acute  race.  It  has  been  jocofely 
affirmed,  that  no  Jew  can  live 
among  them,  becaufe  he  will  be 
continually  out-witted.  They  are 
confcious  of  their  fubjedlion  to  the 
Turk,  and  as  fupple  as  depreffied, 
from  the  memory  of  the  blows  on 
the  feet  and  indignities,  'which 
they  have  experienced  or  feen  in- 
flidled,  and  from  the  terror  of  the 
penalty  annexed  to  refinance,  which 
is  the  forfeiture  of  the  hand  up¬ 
lifted;  but  their  difpofition,  as  an-* 
tiently,  is  unquiet  ;  their  repofe 
diilurbed  by  fadiou?  intrigues  and 
private  animofities;  the  body  po¬ 
litic  weakened  by  divifion,  and  of¬ 
ten  impelled  in  a  diieftion  oppo- 
fite  to  its  true  intereft.  They  have 
two  fchools,  one  of  which  poffieffes 
a  fmall  colledion  of  books,  and 
is  entitled  to  an  annual  payment 
from  Venice,  the  endowment  of  a 
charitable  Athenian,  but  the  mo¬ 
ney  is  not  regularly  remitted. 

The  liberty  of  the  fair  fex  at 
Athens  is  almoft  equally  abridged 
by  th_e  Turks  and  Greeks.  Their 
houfes  are  fecured  with  high  walls, 
and  the  windows  turned  from  the 
llreet,  and  latticed,  or  boarded  up, 
fo  as  to  preclude  all  intercourfe, 
even  of  the  eyes.  The  haram,  or 
apartment  of  the  Turkifli  women, 
is  not  only  impenetrable,  but  mull; 
not  be  regarded  on  the  outfide  with 
any  degree  of  attention.  To  ap¬ 
proach  them,  when  abroad,  will 
give  offence  ;  and  in  the  town,  if 
they  cannot  be  avoided,  it  is  the 
cuftom  to  turn  to  the  wall  and 
Itand  liill,  without  looking  toward 
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them,  while  they  pafs.  This  mode 
of  carriage  is  good  breeding  at 
Athens, 

The  Turkifh  women  claim  an 
exemption  from  their  confinement 
on  one  day  only  in  the  week, 
when  they  vifit  their  relations,  and 
are  feen  going  in  companies  to  the 
baths,  or  fitting  in  the  burying- 
grounds  on  the  graves  of  their 
friends,  their  children,  hufbands, 
or  parents.  They  are  then  enwrap¬ 
ped  and  beclothed  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  it  is  impoffible  to  difcerri 
whether  they  are  young  or  old, 
handfome  or  ugly.  Their  heads, 
as  low  as  the  eye-brows,  are  co¬ 
vered  with  t^hite  linen,  and  aifo 
their  faces  beneath  ;  the  promi¬ 
nency  of  the  nofe  and  mouth  giv¬ 
ing  them  nearly  the  vifages  of  mum¬ 
mies.  They  draw  down  a  veil  of 
black  gaufe  over  their  eyes,  the 
moment  a  man  or  boy  comes  in 
view.  They  wear  fhort  loofe  boots 
of  leather,  red  or  yellow,  with  a 
large  fheet  over  their  common  gar¬ 
ments,  and  appear  very  bulky. 

The  drefs  of  the  Greek  matrons 
is  a  garment  of  red  or  blue  cloth, 
the  waiit  very  fhort,  the  long  petti¬ 
coat  falling  in  folds  to  the  ground, 
A  thin  flowing  veil  of  muflin,  with, 
a  golden  rim  or  border,  is  thrown 
over  the  head  and  fhoulders.  The 
attire  of  the  virgins  is  a  long  red 
veif,  with  a  fquare  cap  of  yellow 
fattin  hanging  down  behind.  They 
walk  with  their  hands  concealed  in 
the  pocket  holes  at  the  fides,  and 
their  faces  are  muffled.  Sometimes 
they  affume  the  Turkifh  garb. 
Neither  prudence  nor  modefty  fuf- 
fers  a  maiden  to  be  feen  by  the 
men  before  (he  is  married.  Her 
beauty  might  inflame  the  Turk, 
who  can  take  her  legally,  by  force, 
to  his  bed,  on  a  feutence  of  the 

Cadi 
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Ca4i  or  judge  ;  and  the  Greek,  if 
fhe  revealed,  her  face  to  him  even 
unwillingly,  would  rejedl  her  as 
criminal  and  with  difdain. 

The  Albanian  women  are  inured 
early  to  hard-living,  labour,  and 
the  fun.  Their  features  are  in¬ 
jured  by  penury,  and  their  com¬ 
plexions  by  the  air.  Their  drefs  is 
Coarfe  and  fimple  ;  a  (liift  reaching 
to  the  ancle,  a  chick  fafh  about  the 
waik,  and  a  ihort  loofe  woollen 
veH.  Their  hair  is  platted  in  two 
divifions,  and  the  ends  faftened  to 
a  red  lilken  firing,  which,  with  a 
talTel,  is  pendant  to  their  heels, 
and  frequently  laden  with  pieces  of 
filver  coin,  of  various  fizes,  dimi- 
nilhing  gradually  to  the  bottom. 
Among  thefe  the  antiquarian  may 
often  difcover  medals  of  value. 
They  are  feen  carrying  water  on 
their  backs,  in  earthen  jars,  with 
handles ;  wallting  by  the  fountains, 
or  afTerabled  by  the  IlifTus  after 
rain,  with  the  female  flaves  of  the 
Mahometans  and  other  fervants  ; 
treading  their  linen,  or  beating  it 
with  a  piece  of  heavy  wood,  fpread’ 
ing  it  on  the  ground  or  bufhes  to 
dry,  and  conveying  it  to  and  fro 
in  panniers  orw'icker  bafkets  on  an 
afs.  Their  legs  and  feet  are  gene¬ 
rally  bare  ;  and  their  heads  hooded, 
a.s  it  were,  with  a  long  towel, 
which  encircles  the  neck,  one  ex¬ 
tremity  hanging  down  before  and 
the  other  behind.  The  girls  wear 
a  red  ikull  cap  plated  with  peraus 
or  Turkifh  pennies  of  filver  per¬ 
forated,  and  ranged  like  the  fcales 
of  filh. 

The  Greek  will  fometimes  ad¬ 
mit  a  traveller  into  his  gynecajum 
or  the  apartment  of  his  women. 
Thefe  within  doors,  are  as  it  were 
unbafed,  and  each  a  contrail  of 
the  figure  fhe  made  when  abroad. 
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There  the  girl,  like  Thetis,  tread¬ 
ing  on  a  foft  carpet,  has  her  white 
and  delicate  feet  naked  ;  the  nails 
tinged  with  red.  Her  trowfers, 
which  in  winter  are  of  red  cloth, 
and  in  fummer  of  fine  callico  or 
thin  gaufe,  defcend  from  the  hip  to 
the  ancle,  hanging  loofely  about 
her  limbs  5  the  lower  portion  em¬ 
broidered  with  flowers,  and  ap¬ 
pearing  beneath  the  fhift,  which 
has  the  fleeves  wide  and  open,  and 
the  Teams  and  edges  curioufly  adorn¬ 
ed  with  needle-work.  Her  veft  is 
of  filk,  exablly  fitted  to  the  form 
of  the  bofoin  and  the  lhape  of  the 
body,  which  it  rather  covers  than 
conceals,  and  is  ihorter  than  the 
fhift.  The  fleeves  button  occafion- 
ally  to  the  hand,  and  are  lined 
with  red  or  yellow  fattin.  A  rich 
zone  encompalTes  her  waift,  and  is 
fallened  before  by  clafps  of  filver 
gilded,  or  of  gold  fet  with  precious 
ftoncs.  Over  the  veil  is  a  robe,  in 
fummer  lined  with  ermine,  and  in 
cold  weather  with  fur.  The  head- 
drefs  is  a  fkull-cap,  red  or  green, 
with  pearls ;  a  flay  under  the  chin, 
and  a  yellow  forehead-cloth.  She 
has  bracelets  of  gold  on  her  wriils, 
and,  like  Aurora,  is  rpfy-fingered, 
the  tips  being  flained.  Her  neck¬ 
lace  is  a  firing  of  zechins,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  gold  coin,  or  of  the  pieces 
called  Bizantines.  Ac  her  cheeks 
is  a  lock  of  hair  made  to  curl  to¬ 
ward  the  face  ;  and  down  her  back 
falls  a  profufion  of  trefies,  fpread- 
ing  over  her  fhoulders.  Much  time 
is  confumed  in  combing  and  braid¬ 
ing  the  hair  after  bathing,  and,  at 
the  greater  feilivals,  in  enriching 
and  powdering  it  with  fmall  bits 
of  filver  gilded,  refembling  a  violin 
in  fhape,  and  woven  in  at  regular 
difiances.  She  is  painted  blue  round 
the  eyes  \  and  the  infides  of  the 
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fockets,  with  the  edges  oft  which 
the  lafhes  grow,  are  tinged  with 
black.  The  Tuikilh  ladies  wear 
nearly  the  fame  attire,  and  ufe  fi- 
xnilar  arts  to  heighten  their  natural 
beauty.  . 

For  colouring  the  lafhes  and 
focket  of  the  eye,  they  throw  in- 
^enfe  or  gum  ofLabd;uium  on  fome 
coals  of  hre,  intercept  the  fmoke, 
which  afcends,  with  a  plate,  and 
collecl  the  foot.  This  I  faw  ap¬ 
plied.  A  girl,  fitting  crofs-Iegged 
as  ufual,  on  a  fofa,  and  doling 
one  of  her  eves,  took  the  two 
lafhes  between  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  of  her  left  hand,  pulled 
them  forward,  and  then  thrufting 
in,  at  the  external  corner,  a  bod¬ 
kin,  which  had  been  immerfed  in 
the  foot,  and  extrafting  it  again, 
the  particles  before  adhering  to  it, 
remained  within,  and  were  pre- 
fently  ranged  round  the  organ  ; 
ferving  as  a  foil  to  its  luftre,  be- 
fides  contributing,  as  they  fay,  to 
its  health,  and  increafing  its  ap¬ 
parent  magnitude. 

The  improvement  of  the  mind 
and  morals  is  not  confidered  as  a 
momentuous  part  of  female  educa¬ 
tion  at  Athens.  The  girls  are 
taught  to  dance,  to  play  on  the 
Turkifh  guittar  and  the  tympanum 
or  timbrel,  and  to  embroider,  an 
art  in  which  they  generally  excel. 
A  v.’oman  fkilled  in  reading  and 
writing  is  fpoken  of  as  a  prodigy 
of  capacity  and  learning.  The 
mother  of  Ofman  Aga,  a  Turk, 
who  frequented  our  houfe,  was  of 
this  rare  number,  and,  as  he  often 
told  us,  fo  terrible  for  her  know¬ 
ledge,  that  even  Achmet  Aga  her 
kinfman  had  been  feen  to  tremble, 
when  he  received  her  annual  vifit. 
In  common  Hfe  the  woman  vvaita 


on  her  hufband,  and  after  drefilng 
the  provifions,  which  he  purchafed, 
eats  perhaps  with  a  female  fiave; 
the  (lately  lord  feeding  alone  or  in 
company  with  men. 


Sketch  of  the  Manners  and  Cufioms  of 
the  old  Mexicans,  nxith  jom  Ac^ 
count  of  the  prejent  ^tote  of  their 
remaining  genuine  Defendants^  par ^ 
ticularly  tboje  of  Chi  a  pa  ;  from 
the  Abbe  RaynaTs  Philofophical 
and  Political  Hiflory  o*  the  Set¬ 
tlements  and  'i  rade  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  in  the  Eall  and  Weft- 
Indies  ;  tranfaied  by  J.  Jufta- 
mond,  M.  A. 

generality  of  the  Mexl- 
cans  went  naked.  The  em¬ 
peror  himfelf  and  the  nobles  were 
only  covered  with  a  kind  of  man¬ 
tle,  compofed  of  a  piece  of  fquarc 
cotton  tied  on  the  right  fhoulder. 
They  wore  fandals  on  their  feet. 
The  women  of  the  lower  fort  for 
their  whole  apparel  had  only  a 
kind  of  fhift  with  half  Peeves, 
which  fell  on  their  knees,  and  was 
open  at  the  bofom.  Common  peo¬ 
ple  were  prohibited  from  railing 
their  houfes  above  the  ground 
Poor,  and  from  having  either  doors 
or  windows.  Moft  of  thefe  houfes 
were  built  of  earth,  and  covered 
with  boards,  and  had  no  greater 
lhare  of  conveniency  than  elegance. 
The  infide  was  covered  with  mats, 
and  lighted  with  torches  of  fir 
wood,  though  they  had  wax  and 
oil  in  abundance.  Their  beds  were 
made  of  plain  draw  and  coverlets 
of  cotton.  For  their  feats,  they 
had  only  little  facks  of  palm  leaves; 
but  it  was  their  cuftom  to  fit  on 
the  ground,  and  even  to  eat  in  that 
poftuie.  Their  nouriffiment,  which 
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Gonfi fled  rarely  of  animal  food,  had 
little  diverfity  and  little  delicacy, 
Tlicir  mod  ordinary  aliment  was 
maize  made  into  a  pafte,  or  prepar¬ 
ed  with  various  feafonings.  With 
thefe  they  joined  the  common  herbs 
found  in  the  field,  which  were  not 
too  hard,  or  had  not  a  bad  fmell. 
Cocoa  diluted  in  warm  water,  or 
feafoned  with  honey  or  pimento, 
was  their  beft  liquor.  They  had 
befides  thefe,  other  liquors,  but 
BOt  of  an  intoxicating  quality  : 
for  all  ftrong  drinks  were  fo  rigidly 
prohibited,  that  no  one  could  ufe 
them,  without  a  particular  per- 
Hiiffion  from  government,  which 
was  granted  only  to  the  fick  and 
aged.  It  was  on  certain  folemni- 
ties  alone,  and  in  public  labours, 
that  each  perfon  had  a  quantity  al¬ 
lowed  in  proportion  to  his  age. 
Drunkennefs  was  confidered  as  the 
Moft  fcandalous  of  vices*  Perfons 
who  were  found  in  this  iituation 
were  fhaved  in  public,  and  their 
boufes  were  pulled  down.  If  they 
exercifed  any  public  office,  they 
were  deprived  of  it,  and  declared 
incapable  of  ever  holding  it  again. 

It  is  a'  matter  of  aftoni&ment, 
that  men  who  had  fo  few  wants 
iliould  ever  fobmit  to  the  yoke  of 
liavery.  'fhat  the  citizen  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  indulgences  and 
conveniences  of  life,  ffiould  pur- 
chafe  them  every  day  with  the  fa- 
crifice  of  his  liberty,  is  not  the 
lead  furprifing  ;  but  that  people  to 
whom  nature  offers  more  felicity 
than  the  focial  chain  that  unites 
them  ffiould  calmly  fubmit  to 
ilai^ery,  and  never  think  that  there 
is  frequently  but  a  river  to  crofs  in 
order  to  be  free  ;  this  would  be 
for  ever  inconceivable,  if  we  did 
Kct  know  how  much  habit  and  fu- 


perllition  render  men  infenfible 
the  feelings  of  nature. 

The  Mexicans  are  now  lefs  un- 
happy.  Our  fruits,  our  corn,  and 
our  cattle,  have  rendered  their  food 
more  wholefoine,  agreeable,  and 
abundant.  Their  houfes  are  better 
built,  better  difpofed,  and  better 
furniffied.  Shoes,  drawers,  ffiirts, 
a  garment  of  wool,  or  cotton,  a 
ruff,  and  a  hat,  coniiitute  their 
drefs.  The  dignity  which  it  has 
been  agreed  to  annex  to  thefe  enjoy¬ 
ments,  has  made  them  better  ceco- 
nomifts,  and  more  laborious.  This 
cafe,  however,  is  far  from  being 
univerfal  ;  it  is.  even  very  uncom¬ 
mon  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mines, 
towns,  and  great  roads,  'where  ty¬ 
ranny  feldom  fleeps ;  but  we  often 
find  it  with  fatisfadlion  in  remote 
parts  where  the  Spaniards  are  not 
numerous,  and  where  they  have  in 
fome  meafure  become  Mexicans. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province 
of  Chiapa  are  difiinguifhed  above 
all  others.  They  owe  their  fuperio- 
rity  to  the  advantage  of  having  had 
Las  Cafas  for  their  teacher,  who 
originally  prevented  them  from  be- 
ing  oppreffed.  They  furpafs  their 
countrymen  in  fize,  genius,  and 
ftrength.  Their  language  has  a 
peculiar  foftnefs  and  elegance. 
Their  territory,  without  being  a 
better  foil  than  the  refl,  is  infi¬ 
nitely  richer  in  all  forts  of  produc¬ 
tions.  They  are  painters,  mufi- 
cians,  and  dexterous  in  all  arts. 
They  particularly  excel  in  fabri¬ 
cating  thofe  works,  pidlures,  and 
fluffs  of  feathers,  which  have  never 
been  imitated  elfewhere.  Their 
principal  town  is  called  Chiapa  dos 
Indos.  It  is  only  inhabited  by  the 
natives  of  the  country,  who  form 
a  community  confuting  of  four 
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thoufand  families,  amongfl:  which 
are  found  many  of  the  Indian  no¬ 
bility.  The  great  river,  on  which 
this  town  is  fituated,  is  the  fpot 
on  which  the  inhabitants  continual¬ 
ly  difplay  their  dexterity  and  their 
courage.  They  form  naval  armies 
with  their  boats.  They  engage, 
attack,  and  defend  themfelves  with 
furprifing  agility.  They  excel  no 
lefs  in  the  chace  of  bulls,  cudgel¬ 
ling,  dancing,  and  all  bodily  exer- 
eifes.  They  build  towns  and  callles 
of  wood,  which  they  cover  with  oil 
cloth,  and  which  they  befege  in 
form.  In  a  word,  theatrical  lepre- 
fentations  are  their  ordinary  amufe- 
ments.  From  thefe  particulars  we 
fee  what  the  Mexicans  were  capa¬ 
ble  of,  if  they  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  have  pafled  under  the 
dominion  of  a  conqueror,  who  had 
poflefTed  moderation  and  good  fenfe 
enough  to  relax  the  chains  of 
their  fervitude,  inftead  of  rivet- 
ting  them. 

The  employments  of  this  peo¬ 
ple  are  very  various.  The  moil:  in¬ 
telligent,  and  thofe  who  are  in 
eafy  circumftances,  devote  them¬ 
felves  to  the  moil;  neceffary  and 
moil  ufeful  manufadlures,  which 
are  difperfed  through  the  whole 
empire.  The  moil  beautiful  manu¬ 
factures  are  e{labiifl)ed  among  the 
people  of  Tlafcala.  Their  old  ca¬ 
pital  and  the  new  one,  which  is 
called  Angelos,  are  the  center  of 
this  induftry.  Here  they  manu- 
fafture  cloth  that  is  pretty  fne, 
callicoes  that  have  an  agreeable 
appearance,  certain  flight  filks, 
good  hats,  gold  lace,  embroidery, 
lace,  glaifes,  and  a  great  deal  of 
hardw'are.  The  arts  mull  neceflh- 
rily  have  made  a  greater  progrefs 
in  a  province  which  hath  been 
able  to  preferve  its  independence  a 
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long  time,  which  the  Spaniards 
thought  it  prudent  to  treat  with, 
fome  management  after  the  con- 
queil,  and  which  had  alw'ays  ma- 
nif’eiled  fuperior  penetration,  whe¬ 
ther  owing  to  its  climate  or  its 
government.  To  thefe  advantages 
is  joined  that  of  its  fituation.  All 
the  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  who 
muft  neceffarily  pafs  over  its  terri¬ 
tory  when  they  go  to  purchafe  ths 
European  merchandife  that  is  land¬ 
ed  at  Vera  Cruz,  have  found  it 
convenient  to  take  up  on  the  road 
what  the  fleet  did  not  fupply  them, 
with,  or  what  was  fold  too  dear. 

The  care  of  flocks  affords  a 
maintenance  to  fome  Mexicans, 
whom  fortune  or  nature  have  not 
called  to  more  diilinsuifhed  em- 

o 

ployments.  America,  at  the  time 
it  was  difcovered,  had  neither  hogs, 
fheep,  oxen,  horfes,  nor  even  any 
domeflic  animal.  Columbus  car¬ 
ried  fome  of  thefe  ufeful  animals 
to  San  Domingo,  from  whence 
they  were  generally  difperfed,  and 
at  Mexico  more  than  in  any  other 
places.  Thefe  have  multiplied  pro- 
digioufly.  They  count  their  born- 
ed’ cattle  by  thoufands,  whofe  &ins 
are  become  an  objefl  of  confider- 
able  exportation.  The  horfes  are 
degenerated,  but  the  quality  is 
compenfated  by  the  number.  Hog’s 
lard  is  here  fubkituted  for  butter. 
Sheep’s  wool  is  dry,  coarie,  and 
bad,  as  it  is  every  where  between 
the  tropics. 

The  vine  and  olive  tree  have  ex¬ 
perienced  the  fame  degeneracy, 
fhe  cultivation  of  them  was  at  firff 
ptohibited,  with  a  view  of  leaving 
a  free  market  for  the  commodifies 
of  the  mother  country.  In  lyoO, 
permiflion  was  given  to  the  Jefuits, 
and  a  little  afterwards  to  the  mar¬ 
quis  Del  Valle,  a  defeendant  from 
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Cortez*  to  cultivate  them.  The  at¬ 
tempt;  have  not  proved  fuccersful. 
*3  he  trials,  indeed,  that  have  been 
Biade^  have  not  been  abandoned; 
but  no  perfon  has  folicited  the  li¬ 
berty  of  following  an  example, 
which  did  not  promife  any  great 
emoluments.  Other  cultures  have 
been  more  fuccefsful.  Cotton, 
fugar,  filh,  cocoa,  tobacco,  and 
European  corn,  have  all  thriven  in 
fome  degree.  The  Spaniards  are 
encouraged  to  profecute  the  labours 
which  thefe  cultures  require,  from 
the  happy  circumftance  of  their 
having  difeovered  iron  mines, 
which  were  entirely  unknown  to 
the  Mexicans,  as  well  as  fome 
mines  of  a  kind  of  copper  that  is 
hard  enough  to  ferve  for  imple¬ 
ments  of  hulbandry.  All  thefe 
articles,  however,  for  want  of  men 
and  induftry,  are  merely  confum- 
cd  within  the  country.  There  is 
only  the  vanilla,  indigo,  and  co¬ 
chineal,  which  make  part  of  the 
trade  of  Mexico  with  other  na¬ 
tions. 


Some  Account  of  the  late  Inhabitants 
of  Acadia,  in  North  America, 
called  by  fome  Authors  Neutral 
Trench,  hut  confedered  as  Rebels 
by  the  Briiilh  Gooiernment  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  laft  War  ; 
and^  as  fuch,  promifeuoufy  dif¬ 
fer  fed  to  fewral  parts  of  the  ^r\- 
tilh  Dominions  ;  from  the  Abbe 
RaynaPs  Phiiofophical  and  Poli¬ 
tical  Hiftory  of  the  Settlements 
and  Trade  of  the  Europeans,  in 
the  Bail;  and  Weft-Indes;  tran~ 
fated  by  J.  Jufiamond,  M.  A. 

OVA  Scotia,  by  which  at 
prefen t  is  underllood  all  the 
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coaft  of  300  leagues  in  length, 
eluded  between  the  limits  of  New^ 
England  and  the  fouth  coalt  of  thd 
river  St.  Laurence,  feemed  at  firft 
to  have  comprehended  only  the 
great  triangular  peninfula,  lying 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  this  fpace. 
This  peninfula,  which  the  French 
called  Acadia,  is  extremely  well 
fituated  for  the  Ihips  which  ^me 
from  the  Caribbee  illands  to  water 
at.  It  has  a  number  of  excellent 
ports,  which  fhips  may  enter  and 
go  out  of  with  all  winds.  There 
is  a  great  quantity  of  cod  upon 
this  coaft,  and  ftill  more  upon 
fmall  banks  at  the  diftance  of  a 
few  leagues.  The  foil,  which  is 
very  gravelly,  is  extremely  conve¬ 
nient  for  drying  it ;  it  abounds 
likewife  with  good  wood,  and  land 
fit  for  feveral  forts  of  cultivation^ 
and  is  extremely  well  fituated  for 
the  fur  trade  of  the  neighbouring 
continent.  Though  this  climate  is 
in  the  temperate  zone,  the  winters 
are  long  and  fevere,  and  followed 
by  fudden  and  exceftive  heats,  to 
which  generally  fucceed  very  thick 
fogs,  that  laft  a  long  time.  Thefe 
circumftances  make  this  rather  a 
difagreeable  country,  though  it 
cannot  be  reckoned  an  unwhole- 
fome  one. 

It  was  in  1604  that  the  French 
fettled  in  Acadia,  four  years  be¬ 
fore  they  had  built  the  fmalleft  hut 
in  Canada.  Inftead  of  fAxing  to¬ 
wards  the  eaft  of  the  peninfula, 
where  they  would  have  had  larger 
feas,  an  eafy  navigation,  and  plenty 
of  cod,  they  chofe  a  fmall  bay,  af¬ 
terwards  called  French  bay,  which 
had  none  of  thefe  adt’ an  Cages.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  they  were  invited 
by  the  beauty  of  Port  Royal,  where 
a  thoufand  Ihips  may  ride  in  fafety 
from  every^  wind,  where  there  n 
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an  excellent  bottom,  and  at  all 
limes  four  or  rive  fathoms  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  eighteen  at  the  entrance. 
It  is  more  probable,  that  the  foun¬ 
ders  of  this  colony  were  led  to  chufe 
this  fituation,  from  its  vicinity  to 
the  countries  abounding  in  furs,  of 
which  the  exclufive  trade  had  been 
granted  to  them.  This  conjedlure 
is  confirmed  by  the  following  cir- 
cumftance :  that  both  the  firll  mo¬ 
nopolizers,  and  thofe  who  fucceed- 
cd  them,  took  the  utmoit  pains  to 
divert  the  attention  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen,  whom  an  unfettled  difpo- 
fition  or  necefiity  brought  into  thefe 
regions,  from  the  clearing  of  the 
woods,  the  breeding  of  cattle, 
fifhing,  and  every  kind  of  cul¬ 
ture;  chufing  rather  to  engage  the 
induHry  of  thefe  adventurers  in 
hunting  or  in  trading  with  the 
favages. 

The  mifehiefs  arifing  from  a  falfe 
fyftem  of  adminillration,  at  length 
difeovered  the  fatal  elFedls  of  ex¬ 
clufive  charters.  It  would  be  incon- 
fifient  with  truth  and  the  dignity 
of  hiftory  to  fay  that  this  happen¬ 
ed  in  France  from  any  attention 
to  the  common  rights  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  at  a  time  when  thefe  rights 
were  moft  openly  violated.  Thefe 
facred  rights,  which  only  can  fe- 
cure  the  fafety  of  the  people,  while 
they  give  a  fandion  to  the  power 
of  kings,  were  never  known  in 
France.  But  in  the  mod  abfolute 
governments,  a  fpirit  of  ambition 
fometimes  effects  what  in  equitable 
and  moderate  ones  is  done  from 
principles  of  judice.  The  mini- 
ders  of  Lewis  XIV,  who  widied 
by  making  their  mailer  refpeftable, 
to  refledl  fouie  honours  on  them- 
felves,  perceived  that  they  fhould 
not  fucceed  without  the  fupport  of 
riches  ;  and  that  a  people  to  whom 
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nature  has  not  given  any  mlnesa 
cannot  acquire  wealth  but  by  agri- 
culture  and  commerce  ;  both  thefe 
refources  had  been  hitherto  pre¬ 
cluded  in  the  colonies  by  the  uni- 
verfal  rellraints  that  are  always  im- 
pofed,  when  the  government  in¬ 
terferes  improperly  in  every  minute 
concern.  Thefe  impediments  were 
at  lad  removed ;  but  Acadia  ei¬ 
ther  knew  not  how,  or  was  not  able, 
to  make  ufe  of  this  liberty. 

This  colony  was  yet  in  Its  in¬ 
fancy,  when  the  fettlement  which 
has  hence  become  fo  famous  under 
the  name  of  New-England,  was 
fird  edablilhed  in  its  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  rapid  fuccefs  of  the 
plantations  in  this  new  colony  did 
not  much  attract  the  notice  of  the 
French,  T.  his  kind  of  profperity 
did  not  excite  any  jealoufy  between 
the  two  nations.  But  when  they 
began  to  fufpedl  that  there  was 
likely  to  be  a  competition  for  the 
beaver  trade  and  furs,  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fecure  to  themfelves 
the  foie  property  of  it,  and  were 
unfortunate  enough  to  fucceed. 

At  their  fird  arrival  at  Acadia, 
they  had  found  the  peninfula,  as 
well  as  the  foreds  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  continent,  peopled  with 
fmall  favage  nations,  who  went 
under  the  general  name  of  Abe- 
nakies.  Though  equally  fond  of 
war  as  other  favage  nations,  they 
were  more  fociable  in  their  man¬ 
ners.  The  midionaries  eafily  inli- 
nuating  themfelves  among  them, 
had  fo  far  inculcated  their  tenets, 
as  to  make  enthufiads  of  them.  At 
the  fame  time  that  they  taught 
them  their  religion,  they  infpired 
them  with  that  hatred,  which  they 
themfelves  entertained  for  the  Eng- 
lilh  name.  Ihis  fundamental  ar¬ 
ticle  of  their  new  worfhip,  being 

that 
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that  which  made  the  ftrongeft  im»  riority  as  would  enable  her  to  dif* 


preffion  on  their  fenfes,  and  the 
only  one  that  favoured  their  paf- 
fion  for  war  ;  they  adopted  it  with 
all  the  rage  that  was  natural  to 
them.  They  not  only  refufed  to 
make  any  kind  of  exchange  with 
the  Englilh,  but  alfo  frequently  at¬ 
tacked  and  plundered  their  fettle- 
ments.  Their  attacks  became  more 
frequent,  more  obftinate  and  more 
regular,  after  they  had  chofen  St, 
Cadeins,  formerly  captain  of  the 
regiment  of  Carignan,  for  their 
commander;  who  was  fettled  a- 
mong  them,  had  married  one  of 
their  women,  and  conformed  in 
every  refpe6l  to  their  mode  of 
life. 

When  the  Englifh  faw  that  all 
efforts  either  to  reconcile  the  fa- 
vages,  or  to  deftroy  them  in  their 
foreds  were  ineffeftual,  they  fell 
upon  Acadia,  which  they  looked 
upon  with  reafon  as  the  only  caufe 
of  all  thefe  calamities.  Whenever 
the  lead  hoftility  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  two  mother  countries, 
the  peninfula  was  attacked.  Un¬ 
able  to  procure  any  affidaiice  from 
Canada,  on  account  of  its  dif- 
tance,  and  having  but  a  feeble  de¬ 
fence  in  Port' Royal,  which  was 
only  furrounded  by  a  few  palifades, 
it  was  condantly  taken.  It  un¬ 
doubtedly  alforded  fome  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  Ncw-Englanders,  to 
ravage  this  colony  and  to  retard  its 
progrefs ;  but  dill  this  was  not 
fufficient  to  remove  the  fufpicions 
excited  by  a  nation  always  more 
formidable  by  what  die  is  able  to 
do,  than  by  what  die  really  does. 
Obliged  as  they  were,  however  un¬ 
willingly,  to  redore  cheir  conqued 
at  each  treaty  of  peace,  they  wait¬ 
ed  with  impatience  till  Great- 
Britaiu  fhould  acquire  fuch  a  fupe- 


penfe'  with  this  reditotion.  The 
end  of  the  war  on  account  of  the 
Spanifli  fuccedion  brought  on  the 
decifive  moment;  and  the  court  of 
Verfailles  was  for  ever  deprived  of 
a  podedion  of  which  it  had  never 
known  the  importance. 

The  ardour  which  the  Englifh 
had  fhewn  for  the  poffedion  of  this 
territory  did  not  manifed  itfelf  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  care  they  took  to 
maintain  or  to  improve  it.  Play¬ 
ing  built  a  very  flight  fortification 
at  Port-Royal,  which  they  called 
Annapolis,  in  honour  of  queen 
Anne,  they  contented  themlelves 
with  putting  a  very  fmall  garrifon 
in  it.  The  indifference  fliewn  by 
the  government  was  adopted  by 
the  nation,  a  circumdance  not 
ufual  in  a  free  country.  Not  more 
than  dve  or  fix  Englifh  families 
went  over  to  Acadia,  which  dill 
remained  inhabited  by  the  drd  co- 
lonids  ;  who  were  only  perfuaded 
to  day  upon  a  promife  made  them 
of  never  being  compelled  to  bear 
arms  againd  their  ancient  country. 
Such  was  the  attachment  which  the 
French  then  had  for  the  honour 
of  their  country.  Cherifhed  by  the 
government,  refpedled  by  foreign 
nations,  and  attached  to  their  king 
by  a  feries  of  profperities  which 
had  rendered  their  name  iljudrious 
and  aggrandized  their  power,  they 
pofTeffed  that  patriotic  fpint  which 
is  the  effedl  of  fuccefs.  They  ef- 
teemed  it  an  honour  to  bear  the 
name  of  Frenchmen,  and  could 
not  think  of  foregoing  the  title.. 
The  Acadians,  therefore,  who,  in 
fubmitting  to  a  new  yoke,  had 
fworn  never  to  bear  arms  againd 
their  former  dandards,  were  called 
the  French  neutrals. 
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Thfere  were  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred  of  them  fettled  in  the 
Capital,  the  reft  were  difperfcd  in 
the  neighbouring  country.  No  ma- 
giftrate  was  ever  appointed  to  rule 
over  them  ;  and  they  were  never 
acquainted  with  the  laws  of  Eng¬ 
land.  No  rents  or  taxes  of  any 
kind  were  ever  exaded  from  them. 
Their  new  fovereign  feertied  to 
have  forgotten  them ;  and  they 
were  equally  ftrangers  to  him, 
Hunting  and  fiftiing,  which  had 
formerly  been  the  delight  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  and  might  ftill  have  fuppiied 
it  with  fubfilience,  had  no  further 
attra£lion  for  a  fimple  and  quiet 
people,  and  gave  way  to  agricul- 
ture.  It  had  been  begun  in  the 
jmarfhes  and  the  low  lands,  by  re¬ 
pelling  the  fea  and  rivers,  which 
covered  thefe  plains,  with  dikes. 
Thefe  grounds  yielded  fifty  times 
much  as  before,  and  afterwards 
fifteen  or  twenty  times  as  much  at 
leaft.  Wheat  and  oats  fucceeded 
j  beft  in  them,  but  they  likewife 
produced  rye,  barley,  and  maize. 
There  were  alfo  potatoes  in  great 
plenty,  the  ufe  of  which  was  be¬ 
come  common. 

At  the  fame  time  the  iiiimenfe 
meadows  vvere  covered  with  nu¬ 
merous  flocks.  Sixty  thoufand  head 
of  horned  ^cattle  Were  computed 
there  ;  and  rrioft  of  the  families 
had  feveral  horfes,  though  the  til¬ 
lage  was  carried  on  by  oxen.  The 
,  habitations,  built  entirely  with 
wood,  Vere  extremely  convenient, 
and  ftirnifhed  as  neatly  as  a  fub- 
ilantial  farmer’s  hodfe  in  Europe. 
The  people  bred  a  great  deal 
of  poultry  of  all  kinds,  which 
made  a  variety  in  their  food,  which 
was  in  ,  general  wholefoine  and 
jiiehtiffal.  ^heir  common  drink 
was  bee'r  and  cyder^  to  which  they 
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fometimes  added  ruin.  Their  ufua 
cloathing  was  in  general  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  their  ovvn  flax,  or  the 
.fleeces  of  their  own  fheep.  With, 
thefe  they  made  common  linens 
and  coarfe  cloths.  If  any  of  them 
had  any  inclination  for  articles  of 
greater  luxury,  they  procured  theiti 
from  Annapolis  or  Louifbourg,  and 
gave  in  exchange  corn,  cattle,  or 
fiirs. 

The  neutral  French  had  rici 
other  articles  to  difpofe  of  among 
their  neighbours,  ahd  made  flill 
fewer  exchanges  among  themfelves; 
becaufe  each  feparate  family  was 
able  and  had  been  uEd  to  providd 
for  its  wants.  They,  therefore, 
knew  nothing  of  paper  currency, 
which  was  fo  common  throughout 
the  reft  of  North- America.  Eveii 
the  (mall  quantity  of  fpecie  which 
had  ftolen  into  the  colony  did  not 
prombte  that  circulation  which  is 
the  greateft  advantage  that  can  bd 
derived  from  it. 

Their  manners  Were  of  courfd 
extremely  Ample.  There  never 
was  a  caufe  either  civil  or  criminal 
of  importance  enough  to  be  car¬ 
ried  before  the  court  of  judicature 
eftablifhed  at  Annapolis.  What¬ 
ever  littld  differences  arofe  frohi 
time  to  time  among  them  were 
amicably  adj ailed  by  their  elders. 
All  their  public  ails  were  drawn 
by  their  paftors,  who  had  likewife 
the  keeping  of  their  wills,  for 
which  and  their  religious  fervieei 
the  inhabitants  paid  a  iWeflCy,.fe. 
venth  part  of  their  harveftsl 

Thefe  were  plentiful  enough  coi 
fupply  more  than  a  fu.hiciency  t-a 
fulfil  every  ad  of  liberality.  Real 
mifery  was  entirely  unknow'n,  and 
benevolence  prevented  the  demands 
of  poverty.'  Every  misfortune  was 
relieved  as  it  vvere,  before  it  could 
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be  felt;  and  good  was  univerfally 
difpenfed  without  oftentacion  on 
the  part  of  the  giver,  and  without 
humiliating  the  perfon  who  receiv¬ 
ed.  Thefe  people  were  in  fhort  a 
fociety  of  brethren,  every  indivi¬ 
dual  of  which  was  equally  ready 
to  give  and  to  receive  what  he 
thought  the  common  right  of  man¬ 
kind. 

So  perfefl  a  harnrony  naturally 
prevented  all  thofe  connections  of 
gallantry  which  are  fo  often  fatal 
to  the  peace  of  families.  There 
never  was  an  inftance  in  this  fo¬ 
ciety  of  an  unlawful  commerce  be¬ 
tween  the  two  fexes*  This  evil 
was  prevented  by  early  marriages  ; 
for  no  one  paffed  his  youth  in  a 
ilate  of  celibacy.  As  foon  as  a 
young  man  came  to  the  proper 
age,  the  community  built  him  a 
houfe,  broke  up  the  lands  about 
it,  fowed  them,  and  fupplied  him 
with  all  the  neceffaries  of  life  for 
a  twelvemonth.  Here  he  received 
the  partqer  whom  he  had  chofen, 
and  who  brought  him  her  portion 
in  flocks.  This  new  family  grew 
and  profpered  like  the  others.  In 
1740,  they  all  together^amounted 
to  eighteen  thoufand  fouls. 

At  this  period  Great-Britain 
perceived  of  what  confequence  the 
polfeffion  of  Acadia  might  be  to 
her  commerce.  The  peace,  which 
neceffarily  left  a  great  number  of 
men  without  employment,  furnifh- 
cd  an  opportunity,  by  the  difband- 
ing  of  the  troops,  for  peopling 
and  cultivating  a  vaft  and  fertile 
territory.  The  Britilh  miniftry 
offered  particular  advantages  to  all 
perfons  who  chofe  to  go  over  and 
fettle  in  Acadia.  Every  foldier, 
failor,  ai)d  workman  was  to  have 
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fifty  acres  of  land*  for  himfelf,  and 
ten  for  every  perfon  he  carried 
over  in  his  family.  All  non-com- 
mifiioned  officers  were  allowed  Bo 
for  themfelves,  and  15  for  their 
wives  and  children  ;  enfigns  200  ; 
lieutenants  300;.  captains  460; 
and  all  officers  of  a  higher  rank 
600  ;  together  with  30  for  each  of 
their  dependents.  The  land  was 
to  be  tax  free  foi*  the  firfl  ten 
years,  and  never  to  pay  above 
one  livre,  two  fols,  fix  deniers  * 
for  fifty  acres.  Befides  this,  the 
government  engaged  to  advance 
or  reimburfe  the  expences  of  paf- 
fage,  to  build  houfes,  to  furnifh 
all  the  necellary  inilruments  for 
fifhery  or  agriculture  ;  and  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expences  of  fubfiftence  for 
the  firfl  year.  Thefe  encourage¬ 
ments  determined  three  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  perfons,  in 
the  month  of  May  17.^9,  to  go  to 
America,  rather  tfian  run  therifque 
of  flarving  in  Europe. 

It  was  intended  that  thefe  new 
inhabitants  Oiould  form  a  fettle- 
ment  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Acadia, 
in  a  place  which  the  favages  for¬ 
merly  called  Chebuflo,  and  the 
Englifii  Hallifax.  This  fituation 
was  preferred  to  feveral  others 
where  the  foil  was  better,  for  the 
fake  of  eftablifliing  in  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  an  excellent  cod  fifhery, 
and  fortifying  one  of  the  finefl 
harbours  in  America.  But  as  it  was 
the  part  of  the  country  moil  fa-  » 
vourable  for  the  chace,  the  Eng- 
liih  were  obliged  to  difpute  it  with 
the  Micmac  Indians,  by  whom  it 
was  moil  frequented.  Thefe  fa¬ 
vages  defended  with  obflinacy  a 
territory  they  held  from  nature  ; 
and  it  was  not  without  very  great 
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Ioffes  that  the  Englifh  drove  them 
out  from  their  poflellions. 

This  war  was  not  entirely  fi- 
nifhed,  when  fome  difturbances 
began  to  break  out  among  the 
neutral  French.  Thefe  people, 
whofe  manners  were  fo  fimple  and 
who  enjoyed  fuch  liberty,  had  al¬ 
ready  perceived  that  their  inde¬ 
pendence  muft  neceffarily  fufter 
fome  encroachments  from  any 
power  that  fhould  turn  its  views  to 
the  countries  they  inhabited.  To 
this  apprehenfion  was  added  that 
of  feeing  their  religion  in  danger. 
Their  pricfb',  either  heated  by  their 
own  enthufiafm,  or  fecretly  in- 
ftigated  by  the  governors  of  Ca¬ 
nada,  made  them  believe  all  they 
chofe  to  fay  againll  the  Englifh, 
whom  they  called  heretics.  This 
word,  which  has  fo  powerful  an  in¬ 
fluence  on  deluded  minds,  deter¬ 
mined  this  happy  American  co¬ 
lony  to  quit  their  habitations  and 
remove  to  New  France,  where 
lands  were  offered  them.  This  re- 
folution  many  of  them  executed 
immediately,  without  confldering 
the  confequenccs  of  it ;  the  reft 
were  preparing  to  follow  as  foon 
as  they  had  provided  for  their 
fafety.'  The  Englifh  government, 
either  from  policy  or  caprice,  de¬ 
termined  to  prevent  them  by  an 
a6l  of  treachery,  always  bafe  and 
cruel  in  thofe  whofe  power  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  purfuing 
milder  methods.  Under  a  pre¬ 
tence  of  exafting  a  renewal  of  the 
oath  which  they  had  taken  at  the 
time  of  their  becoming  Englifh 
fubjefls,  they  called  together  all 
the  remaining  inhabitants,  and 
put  them  on  board  of  fhip.  They 
were  c  nveyed  to  the  other  Englifh 
colonie'^,  where  the  greater  part 
of  them  died  of  grief  and  vexa¬ 
tion  rather  than  want. 
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Such  are  the  effe<fts  of  nation^ 
jealoufies,  and  of  the  rapacioufnefa 
of  government,  to  which  men  as 
well  as  their  property  become  a 
prey.  What  our  enemies  lofe  is 
reckoned  an  advantage,  what  they 
gain  is  looked  upon  as  a  lofs. 
When  a  town  cannot  be  taken,  it 
is  ftarved;  when  it  cannot  be  ke|)t, 
it  is  burnt  to  afhes,  or  its  found¬ 
ations  rafed.  A  Ihip  or  a  fortified 
town  is  blown  up,  rather  than  the 
failors,  or  the  garrifon  will  fur- 
render.  A  defpotic  government  fe- 
parates  its  enemies  from  its  Haves 
by  immenfe  deferts,  to  prevent  the 
irruptions  of  the  one,  and  the  emi¬ 
grations  of  the  other.  Thus  it  is 
that  Spain  has  rather  chofen  to 
make  a  wildernefs  of  her  own 
country,  and  a  grave  of  America, 
than  to  divide  its  riches  with  any 
other  of  the  European  nations. 
The  Dutch  have  been  guilty  of 
every  public  and  private  crime  to 
deprive  other  commercial  nations 
of  the  fpice  trade.  They  have 
frequently  thrown  whole  cargoes 
into  the  fea,  rather  than  they 
would  fell  them  at  a  low  price. 
France  rather  chofe  to  give  up 
Louifiana  to  the  Spaniards,  than 
to  let  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh  ;  and  England  deftroyed 
the  neutral  French  inhabitants  of 
Acadia  to  prevent  their  returning 
to  France.  Can  we  aflerc  after 
this  that  policy  and  fociety  were 
inllituted  for  the  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind  ?  Yes:  they  were  inftituted 
to  fereen  the  wicked,  and  to  fecure 
the  powerful. 

Since  the  emigration  of  a  peo¬ 
ple  who  owed  their  happinefs  ta 
their  virtuous  obfeurity.  Nova 
Scotia  has  been  but  thinly  inhabit¬ 
ed.  Th?  fame  rage  which  depo¬ 
pulated  the  country.  Teems  to  have 
blalled  it.  At  leali  the  punifhmenc 
C  a  of 
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of  the  injuftice  falls  upon  the  au¬ 
thors  of  it ;  for  there  is  not  a  Tin¬ 
gle  inhabitant  to  be  feen  upon  all 
that  length  of  coafir  between  the 
river  be.  Lawrence,  and  the  penin- 
fula  ;  neither  is  it  probable,  from 
the  number  of  rocks,  fands,  and 
morafles  which  cover  it  at  prefent, 
that  it  ever  will  be  peopled.  The 
cod,  indeed,  which  abounds  in 
fome  of  its  bays,  invites  every 
year  a  fmall  number  of  filhermen 
during  the  feafon. 


Singular  Adnjentures  of  a  German 
Princefs^  Confort  of  Alexis,  the 
Unfortunate  Son  of  the  Czar  Peter 
the  Great  i  hy  Crito. 

SIR, 

HAVE  juft  met  with  a  French 
paper,  containing  a  ftory  To 
very  Tingular  that  I  cannot  help 
telling  it  to  you. — A  Priocefs  of 
the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  aunt  to 
the  prefentTeigning  Duke,  and  of 
the  prefent  Emprefs  Queen,  was 
married  to  the  Ton  of  the  Czar 
Peter  the  Great.  This  wretch 
{who  you  know  was  fuch  a  brute 
that  his  father  at  length  put  him 
to  death)  treated  her  fo  very  ill 
that  ftie  determined  to  leave  him. 
Accordingly,  having  engaged  four 
perfons  in  her  confidence.  The  cau- 
fed  it  to  be  given  out  that  fhe  was 
dead,  and  made  her  efcape  into 
France  in  the  year  1715.  Fearing 
to  be  difeovered  there,  fhe  em¬ 
barked  with  a  colony  which  was 
going  to  Louifiana,  where  fhe 
hoped  to  live  concealed,  but  was 


found  out  by  a  ferjeant,  who  had 
been  formerly  fent  from  France  as 
a  courier  to  Peterfburgh,  To  en¬ 
gage  him  to  fecrecy  fhe  married 
him,  and  went  with  him  to  the 
ifle  of  Bourbon.  In  1752  fhe  was 
obliged  to  return  with  her  hulband 
into  France,  where  fhe  was  difeo- 
vered  in  the  Thuilleries  by  Mar- 
flial  Saxe,  whom  fhe  prevailed  on 
to  keep  thefecret;  and  he  procur¬ 
ed  her  hufband,  whole  name  was 
Maldac,  the  majority  of  the  ifle 
of  Bourbon.  Here  fhe  refided  till 
the  year  1759,  when,  having  buried 
her  hufband  and  child,  fhe  return-* 
ed  to  Europe,  and  landed  at  Co¬ 
runna,  from  thence  came  into 
France,  and  took  a  ready-furnifh- 
ed  lodging,  and  had  no  other  at¬ 
tendant  but  one  Negro  woman. 
She  brought  bills  in  her  hufbandks 
name  upon  the  French  Eaft-India 
company,  but,  from  the  difficulty 
of  proving  her  relation  to  liim, 
could  not  get  them  paid.  A  perfon 
whom  fhe  had  known  in  the  ille 
of  Bourbon,  and  who  had  always 
fufpeded  her  to  be  of  a  fuperior 
rank,  offered  her  his  affiftance, 
which  fhe  refufed.  About  two 
months  fince  fhe  difappeared. 
The  evening  before  ffie  went 
away,  fhe  had  been  at  a  banker’s^, 
and  received  a  bag  full  of  gold. 
She  "gave  her  Negro  her  liberty, 
and  300  loLiis  d’ors,  and  furnifhed 
her  with  means  to  return  to  her 
own  country.  She  confefl'ed  to 
the  gentleman  who  had  offered 
her  his  affiftance  who  fhe  was, 
and  it  is  from  him  that  the 
French  letter-writer  had  his  ac¬ 
count.  She  is  about  67  and  has 

fa 


*  The  Czarowitz  Alexis  was  married  to  the  Princefs  of  Wolfenbuttle, 
i^fter  to  the  conTort  of  Charles  VI,  Emperor  of  Germany,  06lober  4.3, 
1711,’'’  fays  Voltaire;  fo  that  if  the  above  account  be  true,  this  lady  muft  at 
4«aft  be  ten  years  older  than  here  reprefented,  it  being  now  6^  years  Tmce  her 
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fo  noble  an  air,  that  in  all  the  fitu- 
ations  in  which  (he  has  appeared, 
it  was  always  impoflible  to  approach 
her  without  refpect.  She  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  now  at  the  court  of 
Brunlwick,  with  her  nephew,  the 
reigning  duke. 

This  ftory  is  pofitively  affirmed 
to  be  true  ;  I  will  not  vouch  for 
its  being  I'o,  though  J  think  there 
is  a  limplicity  in  the  narration, 
which  gives  it  that  appearance. 
Ac  all  events  it  is  remarkable 
enough  to  be  amuhng 

C  R  I  ,T  O. 

[This  fame'  lady,  if  we  miftake 
not,  was  faid,  a  few  years  ago,  to 
be  at  or  near  Huntingdon,  and 
was  much  noticed  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  Any  of  our  readers 
who  remember  any  particulars  of 
her,  will  oblige  us  by  communi¬ 
cating  them.]  Gent.  Mag. 


A  Sketch  of  the  Charader  of  the  late 
George  Lord  Lyttelton. 

Few  charadlers,  recorded  in 
the  annals  of  this  country, 
ever  united  fo  many  rare,  valuable, 
and  amiable  qualities,  as  that  of 
the  late  Lord  Lyttelton. 

Whether  we  confider  this  great 
man  in  public  or  private  life,  we 
are  juiiified  in  affirming,  that  he 
abounded  in  virtues  not  barely 
fufficient  to  create  reverence  and 
efteem,  but  to  infure  him  the  love 
and  admiration  of  all  who  knew 
him.  Look  upon  him  as  a  ftatef- 
rnan,  and  a  public  man  ;  where 
lhall  we  find  another,  whp  always 


thought  right  and  meant  well,  and 
who  To  feldom  adbed  wrong,  or  was 
milled  or  millakea  in  his  mini- 
flerial,  or  fenatorial  conduft  }  Lool^ 
upon  his  lordfhip  in  the  humbler 
fcene  of  private  and  domeftic  life  ; 
and  if  thou  hadfi;  the  pleafure  of 
knowing  him,  gentle  reader,  point 
out  the  break,  warm  or  cold,  that 
fo  copioufly  abounded  with  every 
gift  and  acquirement  which  indul¬ 
gent  nature  could  bellow,  or  the 
tutored  mind  improve  and  refine, 
to  win  and  captivate  mankind. 

His  perfonal  accomplifhments# 
and  the  fweetnefs  and  pliability 
of  h  is  temper,  which  accompanied 
and  fwayed  them,  always  recalled 
to  my  memory,  that  line  of  his 
own,  only  varying  the  fex ;  his 
“  Wit  was  nature  by  the  graces 
drefi.”  —  His  affability  and  conde- 
feenfion  to  thofe  below  him,  was 
not  the  effeft  of  art,  or  conllrained 
politenefs,  didated  by  the  hack¬ 
neyed  fterile  rules  of  decorum  and 
good-breeding  :  no  :  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  his  heart  pervaded  the 
whole  man  ;  it  illuminated  his 
countenance,  it  foftened  his  ac¬ 
cents,  it  mixed  itfelf  with  his  de¬ 
meanor,  and  gave  evidence 
once  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart, 
and  the  foundnefs  of  his  under- 
ffanding. 

To  fuch  as  were  honoured  with 
his  friendlhip  and  his  intimacy,  his 
kindnefs  was  beyond  example  ;  he 
lhared  at  once,  his  affedlions  and 
his  interells  among  his  friends,  and 
towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
when  his  ability  to  ferve  them 
ceafed,  he  fe]t  only  for  thofe  whq 
depended  on  him  for  their  futur® 


marriage.  Voltaire  adds,  The  princefs,  defpifed, 'ill-treated,  wanting  even 
jieceuaries,  and  drpiived  of  all  comfort,  pined  away  in  difappointmenr,  and 
i^icd  at  laft  of  jjritf,  Nov,  i,  171^.’’ 
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advancement  in  life.  The  un¬ 
bounded  authority  he  poffelTed  over 
them  was  eilablifhed  in  parental 
dominion*  not  in  the  cold,  haughty, 
fupercilious  fuperiority  of  a  mere 
patron.— Among  this  latter  de- 
fcription,  the  author  of  the  prefent 
rude  outline  is  proud  of  ranking 
himfelf,  and  is  happy  in  recolled:- 
ipg,  that  he  obeyed,  or  rather  an¬ 
ticipated,  the  wifhes  of  his  noble 
friend,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power, 
with  morechearfulnefs  and  alacrity 
than  he  would  in  executing  even 
the  confidential  mandates  of  the 
greateft  monarch  or  minifter  in 
Chriftendom. 

i^is  lorafiiip’s  acquaintance  with 
xnen  and  books  was  accurate  and 
exteniive.  His  ftudies  in  the  early 
pa.c  of  his  life  mull  have  been 
well  diredled,  and  his  tafte  re¬ 
markably  judicious,  for  no  perfon 
c  er  liveo  who  was  lefs  tinctured 
with  the  vulgar  morofenefs,  and 
felf-conceiied  air  of  a  pedant,  nor 
with  the  allegation  and  frivolity 
of  that  rank  in  life,  which  his 
birth,  fortune,  and  fituation,  ren¬ 
dered  cullomary  and  familiar  to 
him. 

He  was  perfeflly  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  works  of  the 
molt  celebrateu  writers  of  antiquity 
io  verfe  and  profe.  His  memoiy 
was  Hocked  with  the  mofl  ftriking 
palfages  contained  in  them  ;  but 
he  never  indulged  nor  gave  way 
to  the  llrong  they  had 

HarnpeJ  on  his  mind,  but  to  gra- 
tJtyhi  c(>nfide  tial  friei  ds.  When- 
ever  he  vonlented  to  their  entrea¬ 
ties,  his  ahuiions  were  judiciously 
ft^lected,' and  applied  with  the  mail 
confummate  propriety.  His  ian 
gu  'ge  was  m-a,n!v,  nervous,  and 
technic  1  “  li  .ras  fuited'  to  the 
ptriOuai  raiui,  kno  rviedge^  and  dif- 


poiition  of  thofe  he  converfed 
with  ;  by  which  means  he  ren¬ 
dered  himfelf  agreeable  and  intel¬ 
ligible  to  every  perfon,  whom 
chance,  amufement,  or  bufinefs, 
threw  in  his  way. 

His  difeernment  of  fpirits,  the 
term  which  the  late  Lord  Boling- 
broke  fubftituces  for  the  familiar 
phrafe  of  knowing  mankind,  was 
no  lefs  confpicuous,  when  he 
thought  proper  to  exert  it  with 
ileadinefs  and  vigour ;  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  for  his  own  domellic  peace, 
it  was  extremely  difficult  to  roufe 
him.  He  trulled  too  much  to  the 
reprefentations  of  others,  and  was 
always  ready  to  leave  the  labour 
of  difcriminating  charaders,  to 
thofe  who  too  often  found  an  inte- 
reft  in  deceiving  him.  Though 
his  fteadinefs  of  principle,  pene¬ 
tration,  and  juftnefs  of  refledion, 
might  be  well  ranked  in  the  firfi: 
clafs,  thofe  talents  were  in  a  great 
meafure  effedually  loft,  becaufe  his 
employments  and  purfuits  as  a 
public  man,  his  amufements  as  a 
man  of  taite  and  fcience,  and,  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  his  avo¬ 
cations  as  a  writer,  fo  totally  en- 
grofted  his  attention,  that  he  en¬ 
tirely  negleded  his  private  affairs, 
and  in  a  variety  of  inftances  fell  a 
prey  to  private  rapine  and, literary 
impofition.  This  was  the  joint^ 
effedl  of  native  indolence,  and  a 
c^irtain  incurable  abfence  of  mind. 
To  Ihow  that  his  want  of  diferi- 
mination  was  not  native,  but  that 
the  power  of  knowing  thofe  he 
communicated  with,  was  rendered 
to  fome  purpofe  ufelefs,  becaufe  it 
was  not  employed,  a  ftronger  proof 
need  not  be  given, than  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  court,  as  exhi¬ 
bited  in  parties,  and  the  feveral  in¬ 
dividuals  who  compofed  them.  He 

could 
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could  tell  the  political  value  of  rank  with  that  oftentatious  fplen- 


almoft  every  veteran  courtier,  or 
candidate  for  power.  He  could  de- 
velope  their  latent  views  ;  he  could 
foretell theirchangeof condudt.  He 
forefaw  the  effedt.  of  fucb  and  fuch 
combinations,  the  motives  which 
formed  them,  the  principles  which 
held  them  together,  and  the  pro- 
table  date  of  their  difTolution. 
Whenever  he  was  impofed  on,  it 
was  through  the  want  of  attention, 
not  of  parts  ;  or  from  a  kind  of 
fettled  opinion,  that  men  of  com- 
naon  plain  underllandings,  and 
good  reputation,  would  hardly 
Tifque  folid  advantages  in  purfuit 
of  unlawful  gain  ;  which  lall  might 
eventually  be  accompanied  with 
lofs  of  charadler,  as  well  as  the 
objedl  propofed  to  be  attained. 
Whatever  plaulibilky  there  may 
appear  in  this  mode  of  reafoning, 
experience  frequently  informed  his 
lordlhip,  that  it  was  not  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on.  He  was  plundered  by 
his  fervants,  deceived  by  his  hum¬ 
ble  companions,  milled  by  his  con¬ 
fidants,  and  impofed  on  by  feveral 
of  thofe  whom  he  patronized.  He 
felt  the  effedls  of  all  this,  in  his 
family,  in  his  finances,  and  even 
in  the  rank  he  Ihould  have  pre- 
ferved.  Thofe  who  were  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  folidity  of  his 
judgment,  the  acutenefs  of  his 
wit,  the  brilliancy  and  jullnefs  of 
his  thoughts,  the  depth  of  his  pe¬ 
netration,  and  with  the  amazing 
extent  of  his  genius,  were  apt  to 
confound  the  confequences  of  his 
condudl,  with  the  powers  and  re- 
fources  of  his  mind.  If  his  lord- 
Ihip  remained  out  of  place,  on 
principle,  the  ignorant  inclined  to 
aferibe  this  feeming  court  proferip- 
tion  to  fimplicity  or  want  of  ta¬ 
lents.  Jf  he  did  not  fupporx  his 


dor  now  become  fo  falhionable,  the 
world  was  ready  to  impute  it  to  a 
want  of  ceconomy,  or  a  want  of 
fpirit;  but  in  all  thofe  conjectures 
and  conclufions,  the  world  were 
much  miltaken  and  milled.  He 
had  frequent  offers,  fome  of  them 
the  molt  flattering,  to  take  a  part 
in  adminillration ;  but  he  uni¬ 
formly  rejected  them.  His  man¬ 
ner  of  living  at  his  feat  at  Hagley 
was  founded  on  the  trueft  princi¬ 
ples  of  hofpitaiity,  politenefs,  and 
fociety;  and  as  to  money,  he  knew 
no  other  ui'e  of  it  but  to  anfwer  his 
own  immediate  calls,  or  to  enable 
him  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
others. 

When  the  author  of  this  Iketch 
firlt  fat  down  to  delineate  fo'me  of 
the  outlines  of  the  character  of  this 
truly  great  and  amiable  man,  it 
was  his  intention  to  havefaid  fome- 
thing  of  his  lordlhip  as  a  politician, 
ftatefman,  orator,  hiftorian,  and  a 
writer  of  tafle  and  genius,  ab- 
ftraCled  from  his  more  deep  and 
ferious  purfuits  and  lludies,  A  va¬ 
riety  of  difficulties  threw  them- 
felves  in  the  way,  befides  the  mere 
want  of  abilities,  or  fufficient  de¬ 
tailed  information.  For  though, 
he  had  the  honour  of  being  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted  with  his  lordfliip 
in  the  latter  part  .of  his  life,  and 
was  no  flranger  to  his  political 
fentiments,  he  found  himfelf  in  a 
great  meafure  deprived  of  thofe 
lights  neceflary  to  explain  his  firll 
connection  at  Carleton-Houfe,  with 
the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  father  to 
his  prefent  Majefly  ;  his  retreat 
from  thence  and  union  with  the 
Pelhams,  and  his  final  retreat  from 
court,  under  the  adminillration  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  now  Earl  of  Chathanj. 
eThefe  are  points  well  worth , 

'  C  4  knowing  ; 
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J:riOwing ;  and,  to  draw  his  lord- 
ihip’s  charader  even  in  miniature 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  pre- 
cifion,areabroiute]y  necplTary.  4-n- 
other  motive  ftiil  llronger,  though 
a  compound  of  the  preceding  rea- 
ions,  which  forbids  t^he  attempt,  is, 
that  the  author  was  informed  from 
good  authority,  that  a  lady  (Mrs. 
M — n— e)  no  lefs  famed  for  her 
fine  tafte  and  rnafculine  underhand 
ing,  than  for  every  virtue  that  ren¬ 
ders  the  fex  eitimable  and  truly 
amiable,  intended,  or  more  truly 
fpeaking,  vvas  folicited  by  fome  of 
his  lordfhip’s  neared  friends,  to 
take  the  execution  of  the  pleafingly 
mournful  ta&  on  herfelf,  upon  a 
full  and  extenfive  plan.  Being 
convinced  that  no  one  knew  the 
late  Lord  Lyttelton  in  every  diife- 
rent  light  he  fhone,  or  fliared  more 
of  his  confidence  and  friendfhip, 
than  the  lady  alluded  to,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  this  rude,  haily  attempt, 
here  lays  down  his  pen,  in  expedf- 
ation  that  the  lady  will  either  pro- 
mife  to  oblige  the  world,  or  will 
furnifh  him  with  fuch  materials  as 
may  bd  the  means  of  bringing  for¬ 
ward  the  charadler  of  this  noble¬ 
man,  and  making  his  abilities  as 
well  known,  and  his  public  virtues 
as  much  revered,  as  his  p-enlus  was 
penetrating,  his  mind  liberal,  his 
heart  benevolent,  his  perception 
clear,  his  judgment  found,  and  his 
knowledge  extenfive. 


Ne<w  Anecdote:  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
ly  I,  H.  a  Gentleman  of  his  Mo¬ 
ther's  Family, 

*  It  does  not 
been  fent  to  the 
men,  is  at  ali  true 
fo  had  his  v-nciL 
lion  as  to  this  point  5 


H  E  truth  of  the  following 
particulars,  which,  are  in  thd 
hand  writing  of  my  mother,  whofe 
grand-father  was  brother  to  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton’s  mother,  may  be 
depended  on.  She  made  thefe  me-: 
morandums  for  the  information  of 
her  children  :  her  words  are  thefe  : 

Hannah  Afcough  was  younger 
filler  of  the  late  Mr.  Afcough,  m^ 
father’s  father.  She  married  a  Mr* * 
Newton  of  Colfworth,  not  far  from 
Grantham  in  Lincolnfhire,  who  had 
aneftateof  about  |2ol.  per  annum, 
which  he  kept  in  his  own  hands 
and  occupied  himfelf.  She  had  by 
him  one  fon  called  Ifaac  ;  her  bro¬ 
ther,  my  grandfather,  v/ho  lived 
near  her,  direded  her  in  all  affairs, 
(after  the  death  of  Mr.  Newton) 
put  her  fon  to  fchool  at  Grantham,, 
to  a  very  good  mailer,  Mr.  Stokes. 
When  he  had  finifhed  his  fchool 
learning,  his  mother  took  him 
home,  intending,  as  fhe  had  no 
other  child,  to  have  the  pleaf ’re  of 
his  company,  and  that  he,  as  his 
father  had  done,  ihould  occupy  his 
own  eftafe  ;  but  his  mind  was  fo 
bent  upon  his  improving  in  learn¬ 
ing,  that  my  grandfather  prevailed 
upon  her  to  part  from  him,  and 
fne  fent  him  to  Trinity-College* 
in  Cambridge,  whei-e  her  brother, 
having  himfelf'been  a  member  of 
It,  had  flill  many  friends.  Ifaac  was 
fobn  taken  notice  of  by  Dr.  Ifaac 
Barrovv,  who  obferving  his  brighe 
genius,  contraded  a  great  friend¬ 
fhip  for  him  ;  indeed  he  became 
fo  eminent  for  his  learning,  joined 
with  his  fingular  modelty,  that  he 
was  courted  to  accept  the  honours 


appear  to  me,  that  what  has  been  aiTerted  of  Sir  Ifaac  having 
iiniverfuy  by  the  pecuniary  aid  of  feme  neighbouring  gentle- 
It  certainly  was  not  necellary.  Hi^  mother  had  fufficient 
I  therefore  fufped  ibere  muft  have  been  fome  miffnfornia- 
a' point,  how'ever,  of  no  importance.  '  ' 

'  ‘  ■  afier^ 
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afterwards  conferred  upon  him,  on 
the  calling  in  of  the  coin,  and  the 
neceflity  of  a  new  coinage.  He 
was  unwillingly  brought  from  the 
univerfity  into  the  buly  part  of  the 
world — his  great  averfion  ;  but  by 
his  great  judgment,  and  llridt  in¬ 
tegrity,  he  faved  the  nation  at  that 
time,  on  that  occuiion  8o,C’Ool. 
as  I  have  had  related  by  thofe  who 
well  knew  the  affair,  and  alfo  from 
himlelf. 

“  Sir  If.iac’s  mother,  after  her 
fon  went  to  Cambridge,  was  courted 
by  a  rich  old  baccheior,  who  had 
a  good  eltate  and  living  near  her, 
the  Rfv.  Mr.  Benjamin  Smith; 
but  (he  fettled  fome  land  upon  Ifaac, 
before  marriage.  She  had  by  this 
Smith,  one  fon  and  two  daughters  ; 
thefe  married  and  had  defcendants, 
to  all,  or  manvof  whom.  Sir  Ifaac, 
when  his  fortune  increafed,  was 
kind  and  munificent  ;  giving  to 
one  500I.  to  another  an  eflate  of 
4000 1.  or  thereaoouts,  to  make  up 
a  lofs,  occafioned  by  the  imprudent 
marriage  of  one  of  them,  and  to 
prevent  a  law-fuit  among  them- 
felves.  This  was  done  many  years 
before  his  death.  He  had  a  half- 
hfter,  who  had  a  daughter  to  whom 
he  gave  the  bed  of  educations,  the 
famous  witty  Mifs  Barton,  who 
married  Mr.  Conduit  *,  of  the  mint, 
who  fucceeded  Sir  Ifaac  in  the 
mint,  and  is  buried  at  the  weft 
door  of  Wellminfter- Abbey,  leav¬ 
ing  only  one  daughter,  married  to 
the  eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Lymingcon. 
Sir  Ifaac  bought  an  eflate  of  about 
feventy  or  eighty  pounds  a  year, 
and  gave  it  Mifs  Conduit,  (then 
very  young)  before  he  died.  He 
was  kind  to  all  th«  Afcoughs,  and 
g-enero.us  and  munificent  to  fuch 

*  Author  of  a  treatife 
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(of  them)  whofe  imprudence  had 
made  his  aflirtance  neceffary  :  to 
one  of  them  he  gave  800I.  to  ano¬ 
ther  200 1.  to  another  lool.  and 
many  other  fums ;  and  other  en¬ 
gagements  did  he  enter  into  alf®  , 
for  them.  He  was  the  ready  affift- 
ant  of  all  who  were  any  way  related 
to  him,  to  their  children,  and 
grand  children.  He  made  no  will ; 
his  paternal  eflate  of  120I.  a-year 
went  to  a  diftant  relation  of  his 
grandfather  Newton  ;  he  had  no 
relations  on  that  fide,  his  father 
nor  hiinfelf  had  no  brother  nor 
fifter.  He  is  faid  never  to  have 
fold  the  copies  of  any  (of  his) 
books,  publifhed  in  his  life-time, 
but  gave  them  freely  to  the  book- 
feller.  He  was  generous  to  his 
fervants,  and  had  no  love  of  riches, 
though  he  died  worth  30,000!. 
which  fell  to  three  of  his  half-bro¬ 
ther  Smith’s  children,  three  of  his 
half-filler  Pilkington’s,  and  his 
half-filler  Barton’s  two  daughters; 
all  thefe  furvived  Sir  Ifaac. 

He  was  a  per  fon  of  very  little 
expence  upon  himfelf ;  kept  a 
handfome,  genteel,  conftant  table, 
never  above  three  men  and  three 
women  fervants ;  towards  his  latter 
end,  when  he  could  not  ufe  a  cha¬ 
riot,  only  a  chair,  he  kept  but 
tv^vo  men  fervants;  he  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  bountiful  and  charitable  (not 
only)  to  relations,  but  to  acquaint¬ 
ance,  or  perfonswell  recommended, 
and  to  ingenious  perfons,  in  any 
ufeful  art  or  fcience.” 

Thus  far  the  extrad  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  papers. 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  true 
that  ever  l^e  became  erabecille  ;  he 
did  not,  or  would  not  recoiled  the 
folution  of  many  of  his  problems 

on  the  gold  and  filver  coin. 
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bf  former  years ;  and  perhaps  the 
ill  treatment  he  had  met  with  from 
ibme  foreigners,  made  him  rather 
towards  the  laft,  of  entering 
into  the  difcuflion  of  any  matters 
about  which  a  difpute  might  arife ; 
but  I  know  that  he  converfed  with 
iny  annt,  in  whofe  arms  he  died, 
and  with  others,  like  any  other 
reafonable  man,  to  the  laft  day  of 
his  death,  and  on  that  day  read  the 
news-paper  :  but  I  lately  met  with 
a  letter  of  the  late  Dr.  Pearce,  Bi- 
Ihop  of  Rochefler,  to  Dr.  Hunt, 
Hebrew  profelTor  at  Oxford,  wrote 
In  I754>  and  publilhed  in  1770, 
in  CadelPs  edition  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton’s  Chronology,  page  10, 
which  puts  this  imputation  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton’s  imbecility  to  lhame. 

It  appears  that  Dr. 'Pearce  was 
with  Sir  Ifaae  Newton  a  few  days 
before  his  death,  where  he  was 
writing  without  fpeftacles  by  but 
an  indifferent  light.  That  he  was 
then  preparing  his  Chronology  for 
tl\e  prefs,  and  had  written  the 
greateff  part  of  it  over  again  for 
that  purpofe.  Pie  read  to  the 
dofior  fome  part  of  the  work,  on 
occalion  of  fome  points  in  chrono- 
Jog.y  which  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  converfation .  He  continued 
near  an  hour  reading  to  him,  and 
talking  about  whitt  he  had  read, 
before  the  dinner  was  brought  up  : 
and  what  was  particular,  fpeaking 
of  fome  faft,  he  eo^ld  not  recoi¬ 
led  the  name  of  the  king  in  whofe 
reign  it  had  happened,  and  there¬ 
fore  complained  of  his  memory 
beginning  to  fail  him ;  but  he 
added  immediately,  that  it  was  in 
fuch  a  year  ot  fu-ch  an  olympiad, 
naming  them  both  very  exadly. 
The  ready  mention  of  fuch  chro¬ 
nological  dates  feemed,  fays  the 
dodor,  a  greater  proof  of  his  lue*- 
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mory’s  not  failing  him,  than  the 
naming  of  the  king  would  have 
been.’^ 

What  coxcomb  therefore  was  it 
that  hrfl;  publifhed  to  the  world  the 
filly  ftory  of  the  decay  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton’s  faculties  before  his  death  t 
This  has  been  feveral  times  re¬ 
peated.  His  faculties  may,  indeed, 
in  fome  degree,  have  been  im¬ 
paired,  as  he  had  employed  them 
intenfely,  for,  perhaps,  feventy 
years,  but  if  any  ruins  there  were 
in  this  great  man’s  powers,  there 
remained  hill  far  too  much  ftrength 
of  mind  to  be  called  imbecility.  A 
perfihing  application,  and  fuch  a 
maftery  over  his  imagination,  as 
to  keep  it  up  to  the  point  he  had 
in  view  for  a  very  long  time,  with¬ 
out  fiiapping,  was  his  peculiar  ta¬ 
lent  ;  and  the  inhrunient  with 
which  he  did  fuch  great  things,  and 
which  his  temperance  and  confti- 
tution,  hngularly  formed  for  fuck 
purpofes,  enabled  him  to  pradlife 
through  a  long  life.  His  candour 
and  modefty,  even  to  balhfulnefs, 
were  the  graces  which  made  fuck 
fuperior  knowledge  not  difguhing 
to  his  inferiors. 

He  was  not  only  the  mathema¬ 
tician,  but  the  hiiiorian,  the  chro- 
nologifi,  the  chymih,  and  the  cri¬ 
tic;  I  have  never  met  with  any 
of  his  chemical  manuferipts,  but 
they  certainly  exilh  fomewhere.  I 
remember  to  have  heard  from  tho 
late  learned  Dr.  Kidby,  a  gentle¬ 
man  well  known  to  many  learned 
men,  perhaps  hill  alive,  that  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton  was  as  great  in  che- 
miltry,  as  in  any  other  fcience. 
It  might  therefore  be  an  acquifitioa 
if  thofe  chymical  papers  of  his 
could  be  found.  William  Jones, 
Efq.  if  I  remember  right,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  leveral  manu¬ 
feripts 


C  H  A  R  A 

fcripts  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newrop’s  in  his 
poffeffion  ;  how  he  came  by  them, 
or  why  he  kept  them  to  himfelf,  if 
he  had  fuch,  f  could  never  rightly 
learn;  1  remember  to  have  heard 
him  blamed  on  that  account  forty 
years  ago ;  this  is  perhaps  a 
groundlefs  charge  ;  I  only  mention 
it,  that  enquiry  may  be  made  of 
Mr.  Jones’s  heirs,  or  the  perfons 
into  whole  hands  his  papers  came 
after  his  deceale,  whether  any  ma- 
nufcripts  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s 
worth  notice  exift  r*  and  furely  if 
any  exift  they  mull  have  their 
worth.  ,  I.  H. 

N.  B.  We  are  authorized  by  the 
Ton  of  William  Jones,  Efq.  author 
of  the  Synopjis  Mathe/eos,  to  alTure 
the  public,  that  no  fuch  papers 
have  been  found  in  his  father’s  li¬ 
brary  :  and  that  the  ftory  of  his 
having  made  an  improper  ufe  of 
any  papers  belonging  to  Sir  Ifaac 
New'ton,  is  wholly  groundlefs. 


jin  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings 
of  the  late  David  Hume,  Efq. 
as  gi<ven  to  the  World  in  one  of 
the  periodical  Publications, 

TH  E  lives  of  literary  men 
feldom  abound  with  inci¬ 
dents.  That  lelfure,  which  is  ne- 
celTary  for  the  acquifition  of  know¬ 
ledge,  excludes  them  in  fome  mea- 
fure  from  the  bufy  world,  and  in- 
tenfe  ftudy  feems  generally  to  fub- 
due  in  them  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize.  Few  men,  even  among  the 
learned,  had  ever  lefs  of  that  fpirit 
than  the  honeft,  eafy,  indolent, 
but  philofophic  Hume.  His  life, 
confequently,  affords  few  of  thofe 
occurrences  which  are  commonly 
fuppofed  to  give  interell  to  a  bio¬ 
graphical  narration.  But  there  is 
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a  pleafure  in  tracing  the  progrelt 
of  genius,  and  in  obferving  its  va¬ 
rious  obftrudlions  and  encourage¬ 
ments,  in  the  road  to  fame,  which, 
has  made  the  lives  of  authors* 
though  lefs  diverfified  by  circum- 
fiances,  more  univerfally  accept¬ 
able  than  thofe  perhaps  |if  any 
other  clafs  of  men.  No  apology- 
need  therefore  be  made  for  an  at-^ 
tempt  to  trace  the  progrefs  of  a 
writer  unequalled  in  his  age,  or 
in  his  province,  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  and  extenfive  in  the  em¬ 
pire  of  fcience. 

David  Hume,  fo  well  known  to 
the  world  of  late,  both  as  a  phi- 
lofopher  and  hiflonan,  was  born, 
about  the  year  1712,  in  that  part 
of  Scotland  which  lies  between 
Edinburgh  and  Berwick.  His  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  country  gentleman,  or  < 
laird,  of  good  family,  but  fmall 
fortune,  and  David  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  a  younger  Ton.  In  his  early 
years,  he  was  by  no  means  dillin- 
guifhed  as  a  fcholar,  or  by  any  of 
thofe  accomplifhments  which  are 
fuppofed  to  qualify  youth  for  the 
liberal  profeffions  j  but  as  the  pride 
of  the  Scottifh  gentry  then  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  breeding  any  of 
their  children  to  mechanical  or 
mercantile  employments  ;  and  as 
the  church,  in  that  country,  can 
only  be  the  objedi  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  the  bell  kirks  af¬ 
fording  no  more  than  a  decent 
maintenance,  there  was  a  neceffuy 
for  every  younger  fon  of  a  genteel 
family  being  bred  either  a  loldier, 
a  lawyer,  or  a  phyfician. — David 
was  deflined  for  the  bar  ;  not  fo 
much  as  being  adapted  to  his  ge¬ 
nius,  as  the  line  in  which  his  rela¬ 
tions  could  molt  effectually  ferve 
him.  After  paffing  through  his 
academical  courfes  at  the  univerhty 

of 
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of  Edinburgh,  he  therefore  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Scotch 
iaws,  in  which  he  made  confider- 
able  progrefs ;  but  whether  from 
that  natural  modeiiy,  almoft  infe- 
parably  connedled  with  great  me- 
jit,  a  confcioulnefs  of  his  deficiency 
in  elocution,  the  happy  indolence 
of  his  temper,  little  fitted  for  the 
contentious  bar,  or  any  other  fecret 
caufe,  he  never  put  on  the  gown, 
nor  even  took  the  introdudlory  Heps 
jiecelTary  for  that  purpofe.  Other 
liudies  attraded  him. 

The  metaphyfical  writings  of 
Locke  and  Berkeley  had  turned 
ail  inquifitive  men  towards  intel- 
ieclual  objeds.  The  human  mind 
fpent  its  force  in  contemplating  it- 
felf  j  as  if  man  had  been  born  for 
thinking,  not  ading  ;  as  if  ideas 
had,  in  fad^  only  been  5  and 
the  material  world,  as  conjedured 
by  the  Biihop  of  Cloyne,  but  as  a 
•vifion,  Mr.  Hume  had  early  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  to  metaphyiicai  in¬ 
quiries  :  he  favv,  or  feemed  to  fee, 
the  defeds  of  the  former  fyfiems, 
and  publilhed,  in  1739, 
firli  volumes  of  his  Treatije  of  Hu¬ 
man  Nature;,  and  the  third  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year. 

This  work,  though  not  inferior 
to  any  thing  of  the  moral  or  me¬ 
taphyfical  kind  in  any  language, 
was  entirely  overlooked,  or  decried 
at  the  time  of  its  publication,  ex¬ 
cept  by  a  few  liberal-minded  men, 
who  had  courage  to  throw  afide 
their  popular  and  literary  prejudi¬ 
ces,  and  to  follow  lound  reafoning, 
without  being  afraid  of  any  dan¬ 
gerous  conciufion,  or  fatal  difco- 
very ;  of  feing  errors  unveiled, 
however  fandified  by  years,  or 
fupported  by  authorities  :  and  the 
author  made  fenfible,  to  the  fevere 
difappoiinment  of  his  youthful 
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hopes,  that  the  tafle  for  fyftematl* 
cal  writincr  w'as  on  the  decline,  di- 
Vided  his  treatife  into  feparate  ef- 
fays,  and  diffeftations,  which  he 
publilhed,  with  improvements,  al¬ 
terations,  and  additions,  at  diffe* 
rent  periods  of  his  life.  His  ene¬ 
mies,  |however,  or  men  defirous  of 
raifing  a  reputation  by  expofing 
the  miftakes  of  a  great  genius, 
have  levelled  all  their  arguments 
againit  this  juvenile  produdion, 
though  never  dignified  with  the 
author’s  name ;  and  Dr.  Beattie  in 
particular,  more  than  thirty  years 
after  the  publication  of  that  fcep- 
tical  fyllem,  has  been  fo  fuccefsful 
as  to  obtain  a  penfion  by  his  Ejfay 
on  the  Immutability  of  fruth  ;  in 
which  he  dilcovers  ail  the  violence 
of  a  fedary,  and  all  the  illiberality 
of  a  pedant,  and  rather  abufes  than 
confutes  Mr.  Hume. 

As  the  freatife  of  Human  Nature 
is  now  very  fcarce,  iome  account 
of  it  may  be  agreeable  to  many 
readers.  The  author’s  purpofe  in 
that  work,  as  he  hirnfelf  informs 
us,  was,  “  to  introduce  the  expe¬ 
rimental  method  of  reafoning  into 
moral  fubjeds.”  The  ability  with 
which  he  has  excuted  his  defi<?n, 
can  only  be  fully  difcovered  by  an 
examination  of  the  treatife  itfelf; 
which  as  a  coropofition,  is  admir¬ 
able,  The  firlt  volume  treats  of 
the  underftanding,  the  fecond  of 
the  paffions,  the  third  of  morals,' 
Criticifm  and  poHtics  were  Tiili 
neceflary  to  complete  his  plan,  and 
would  haye  been  added  fyftemati- 
cally,  if  the  fuccefs  had,  in  any 
de  gree,  beep  anfwerable  to  the 
merit  of  the  work.  He  thus  fpeaks 
of  the  fciences  that  he  meant  to 
examine:  “  The  foie  end  of  logic 
is  to  explain  the  principles  and  ope¬ 
rations  of  our  reafoning  fhcuky. 
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and  the  nature  of  our  ideas :  ruo- 
laJs  and  criticifm  regard  our  tartes 
and  fentiments  ;  and  politics  con- 
fider  men  as  united  in  fociety,  and 
dependent  on  each  other.  In  thefe 
four  fciences,  logic,  morals,  criti¬ 
cifm,  and  politics,  is  comprehended 
almoft  every  thing,  which  it  can 
any  way  import  us  to  be  acquainted 
with,  or  which  can  tend  either  to 
the  improvement  or  ornament  of 
the  human  mind.’^  So  early,  and 
when  he  was  thought  little  able  to 
give  a  new  diredicn  to  fcience, 
had  this  great  man  digefied  that 
ingenious  fyflem  of  philofophy, 
which  has  changed  metaphyfics 
from  a  frivolous  to  an  ufeful  iludy ; 
and  given  a  liability  to  morals, 
criticifm,  and  politics,  unknown 
in  former  ages  ! — But  what  is  flill 
more  extraordinary,  the  llile  and 
method  of  this  firil  produdion  are 
not  lefs  corred  and  happy,  than 
thofe  of  his  mod  admired  perform¬ 
ances,  written  after  his  talle  and 
judgment  were  matured  by  years 
and  experience.  A  fingle  quota¬ 
tion  will  be  fufficient  to  fupport 
this  affertlon,  and  alfo  to  exem¬ 
plify  his  method  of  reafoning  ex- 
perimentcdly  on  moral  fubjeds. 

Speaking  of  that  modefly  and 
chatlity  which  belong  to  women, 
“  there  are  fome  philofophers,’' 
he  obferves,  who  attack  the  fe¬ 
male  virtues  with  great  vehemence, 
and  fancy  they  have  gone  very  far 
in  deteding  popular  errors,  when 
they  can  Ihew,  that  there  is  no 
foundation  in  nature  for  all  that 
exterior  modefly  which  we  require 
in  the  expreffions,  drefs,  and  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  fair  fex/*  And  he 
proceeds  to  examine  the  origin  of 
fuch  notions,  and  their  connedlion 
^ith  the  interells  of  fociety. 

Whoever  confiders,’'  fays  he, 


the  length  and  feeblenefs  of  hu¬ 
man  infancy,  with  the  concern 
which  both  fexes  naturally  have 
for  their  offspring,  will  eafily  per¬ 
ceive  that  there  mud  be  an  union 
of  male  and  female  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  young,  and  that  this 
union  mud  be  of  confiderable  du¬ 
ration.  But  in  order  to  induce  the' 
men  to  impofe  on  themfelves  this 
redraint,  and  undergo  chearfully 
all  the  fatigues  and  expences  to 
which  it  fubjeds  them,  they  mud 
believe  that  the  children  are  their 
own,  that  their  natural  inJiinSl  is 
not  direded  to  a  WTong  objed> 
when  they  give  a  loofe  to  love  and 
tendernefs. 

**  Now,”  adds  he,  with  equal 
judice  and  ingenuity,  “  if  we  ex¬ 
amine  the  ftrudare  of  the  human 
body,  we  fhall  find,, that  this  fecu- 
rity  is  very  difficult  to  be  attained 
on  our  part  ;  and  that  fince  in  the 
copulation  of  the  fexes,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  generation  goes  from  the 
man  to  the  woman,  an  error  may 
take  place  on  the  fide  of  the  for^ 
mer,  though  it  be  utterly  irnpof- 
fible  on  the  fide  of  the  latter.  Iii 
order  therefore  to  impofe  a  due  re¬ 
draint  on  the  female  fex,  we  mud 
attach  a  peculiar  degree  of  fhame 
to  their  infidelity,  above  what 
arifes  merely  from  its  injudice,  and 
mud  bedow  proportionable  praifes 
on  their  chadity.  But  as  human 
creatures,  efpecially  of  the  female 
kind,  are  apt  to  overlook  remote 
confequences,  while  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  any  prefent  temptation, 
it  is  neceffary,  befides  the  infamy 
attending  fuch  licences,  that  there 
fhould  be,  fome  preceding  back- 
wardnefs  or  dread,  which  may  pre¬ 
vent  their  fird  approaches,  and 
give  the  female  fex  a  repugnance  ‘ 
to  all  expreffions,  and  poftures,  and 
7  Uberties^ 
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liberties,  that  have  an  immediate 
xelation  to  that  enjoyment.**^ So 
much  good  fenfe  and  found  rea/oning 
was  never  perhaps  delivered  in  fo 
few  words,  on  the  rubje<!:\  of  fe¬ 
male  virtue,  by  any  writer  ancient 
or  modern  :  yet  this  is  an  extradt 
from  the  treatife,  whofe  confuta¬ 
tion  has  been  impudently  attempt¬ 
ed,  more  than  once,  by  mere  com^ 
mon  fenfe i  and  childifh  declamation  ! 

In  the  year  1742,  Mr.  Hume 
publiflied  two  fmall  volumes,  con- 
£fting  of  elTays,  moral,  political, 
and  literary.  Theie  were  better 
received  than  his  former  publica¬ 
tion,  but  contributed  little  to  his 
general  reputation  as  an  author, 
and  ftill  lefs  to  his  profit  ;  and  his 
fmall  patrimony  being  now  almoft 
fpent,  he  was  glad  to  accept  of  the 
office  of  library  keeper  to  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  advocates.  The  falary 
annexed  to  this  place  is  only  fifty 
pounds  per  annum ;  but  the  op¬ 
portunity  which  it  afforded  him 
of  confulting,  at  his  leifure,  all 
the  choice  authors  and  valuable 
papers  in  one  of  the  bed  libraries 
in  Europe,  may  be  confidered  as 
no  inconfiderable  circumliance  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Hume^s  literary  cha- 
radler. 

In  17^6,  he  flood  candidate  for 
the  chair  of  moral  philofophy .  in 
the  univerlitv  of  Edinburgh,  then 
vacant  by  the  refignation  of  the 
prefenc  Sir  John  Pringle,  appoint¬ 
ed  phyfician  to  the  army.  Every 
one  was  convinced  of  Mr.  Hume’s 
abilities,  and  his  interefi;  was 
warmly  fupported  by  the  nobility 
and  gentry  ;  but  the  Prefbytery  of 
Edinburgh,  having  a  right  to  cb- 
jc(5l  to  one' out  of  three  candidate's 
named  by  the  town  council,  they 
their  negative  upon  honed  Da¬ 


vid,  whofe  fentiments  were  too 
liberal  for  their  narrow  minds. 

Thus  baffled  in  his  attempt  to 
obtain  an  office  for  which  he  was 
eminently  qualified,  and  in  which 
perhaps  he  could  have  been  of  more 
fervice  to  his  country  than  in  any 
other,  Mr.  Hume  devoted  himfelf 
entirely  to  ftudy,  and  refled  all  his 
hopes  of  fame  and  fortune  on  his 

meric  as  an  author. -  He  pub- 

liflied  in  the  years  174S  and  49  his 
Metaphyfical  Effays  nearly  as  they 
now  ftand  ;  a  Differtation  on  the 
Paffions,  alfo  extrafted  from  his 
Treatife  of  Human  Nature  ;  his 
Syrtem  of  Morals,  much  altered 
and  improved ;  and  along  with 
thefe  feveral  new  moral,  critical, 
and  political  effays. 

From  politics,  in  which  he  had 
now  made  confiderable  progrefs, 
Mr.  Hume  turned  his  inquiries  to¬ 
wards  hiftory,  and  completed  in 
1752,  the  hiftory  of  Britain  under 
the  Houfe  of  Stuart.  The  firfl:  vo¬ 
lume  of  this  work  had  been  pub- 
lifhed  two  years  before,  but  was 
little  noticed,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
the  fecond  was  by  no  means  confi¬ 
derable;  yet  thefe  two  volumes  are 
allowed  to  be  equal  to  any  part 
of  his  now  juflly-admired  Pliflory 
of  England,  or  rather  of  Britain  ; 
for  he  all  along  connects  the  flory 
of  the  two  kingdoms. 

So  lingular  an  inflance  of  public 
negledl  cannot  be  well  accounted 
for  ;  efpecially  as  the  flyle  is  re¬ 
markably  elegant,  the  period  in- 
terefting,  and  the  work  full  of 
new  and  important  matter,  anec¬ 
dotes,  and  obfervations.  'Phe  pub¬ 
lic,  however,  has  fince  amply  re¬ 
paid  Mr.  Hume  for  its  ingratitude, 
iiis  Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart 
requires  only  to  be  read  to  be  ad¬ 
mired  s 
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mired  ;  and  it  no  fooner  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Millar,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  London  bookfel- 
lers,  than  it  became  a  favourite 
performance  among  the  higher 
clafs  of  people. 

But  Mr.  Hume’s  reputation  as 
an  hihorian  was  not  complete,  till 
the  publication  of  his  Hiilory  of 
the  Houfe  of  Tudor,  in  1758. 
About  the  fame  time  was  publilh- 
ed  Dr.  Robertfon’s  Hifory  of  the 
Reign  of  Mary,  Queen  of  ^ccts, 
and  her  Son  James,  till  his  Accef- 
iion  to  the  Throne  of  England  ;  a 
work  which  was  admired,  even  to 
enthufiafm,  by  perfons  of  all  ranks. 
Many  of  the  fame  fubjedts.  are 
treated  by  both  writers,  and  at 
equal  length.  A  comparifon  ne- 
cefTarily  followed  ;  and  all  intelli¬ 
gent  men  became  fenfible,  after 
the  moif  critical  examination,  that 
the  philofophic  dignity,  the  logi¬ 
cal  difpofition,  the  force  of  dic¬ 
tion,  the  juft  concatenation  of  cir- 
cumftances,  the  lively  pidlures  of 
manners,  the  comprehenfive,  yet 
diftindl  views  of  the  interefts  of 
nations,  and  the  intrigues  of  courts, 
independent  of  the  many  valuable 
difquifuions,  which  fo  eminently 
diftinguifh  Mr,  Hume’s  work,  were 
at  leaft  a  balance  for  the  claflical 
purity  of  ftyle,  the  happy  felediion 
of  incidents,  the  keen  difeernment 
of  motives,  and  the  fine  delinea¬ 
tion  of  character  no  lefs  confpicu- 
ous  in  the  other,  which  render 
the  Hiftory  of  Mary  one  of  the 
moft  captivating  books  in  our  lan¬ 
guage. 

Thus  encouraged  by  the  public 
approbation,  Mr.  Hume  prepared 
for  the  prefs,  with  all  expedition, 
the  more  early  part  of  his  Hiftory 
of  England,  from  the  invafion  of 
Julius  Cicfar  to  the  accelTion  of 
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the  Houfe  of  Tudor  ;  which,  with 
the  volumes  formerly  publifhed, 
bring  down  the  progrefs  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  and  the  civil 
and  military  tranfadlions  of  Britain, 
to  the  Revolution  in  1688,  an  sera 
when  the  government  of  this  coun¬ 
try  was  fixed  on  the  bafis,  where  it 
continues  to  reft.  Yet  it  is  to  be 
lamented  that  Mr.  Hume  did  not 
bring  down  his  hiftory  to  the  death 
of  Anne,  when  the  manners,  the 
literature,  and  the  military  reputa¬ 
tion  of  England,  and  of  Europe, 
were  at  an  height,  and  when  the 
acceflion  of  a  new  family  gave  a 
new  direftion  to  Britifh  policy* 
But  fuch  as  it  is,  taken  as  a  whole, 
it  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
moft  excellent  productions  of  hu¬ 
man  genius,  and  is  certainly  the 
greateft  hiftorical  work  of  modern 
times. 

Mr.  Hume’s  reputation  was  now 
complete.  He  was  confidered  as 
the  greateft  writer  of  the  age: 
his  moft  infignificant  performances 
were  fought  after  with  avidity; 
and  Lord  Bute,  vyho  whatever  er¬ 
rors  he  may  have  been  guilty  of  as 
a  politician,  will  ever  be  honoured 
as  a  patron  of  letters,  procured  for 
Mr.  Hume  a  confiderable  penfion. 
— But  it  was  not  enough  that  the 
philofophic  David  fiiould  be  en¬ 
abled,  in  his  latter  years,  to  eat 
the  bread  of  idlenefs,  as  the  re- 
v/ard  of  his  many  laborious  re- 
fearches  ;  his  political  writings  af¬ 
fording  reafon  to  believe,  that  he 
might  be  of  ufe  to  the  ftate,  he 
was  appointed  fecretary  to  Lord 
Hertford,  ambaftador  at  the  court 
of  France,  and  afterwards  refident 
in  the  abfence  of  that  nobleman. 

In  France,  Mr.  Hume’s  writings 
had  long  been  known  and  admir¬ 
ed  ;  fo  that  he  there  found  himi'elf 
I  of 
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of  ftill  tnore  confequence  by  his 
cbarafler  than  his  office.  He  was 
univerfally  carefTed.  Even  the  la¬ 
dies  are  faid  to  have  loaded  him 
with  their  favours.  But  of  ail 
Mr.  Hume’s  adventures,  during 
his  refidence  in  France,  or  in  his 
own  country,  there  is  none  fo  re¬ 
markable  as  that  which  took  its 
rife  from  his  acquaintance  with  the 
celebrated  John  James  Rouffeau, 
whom  he  brought  over  to  England 
with  him  in  1766,  and  for  whom 
he  procured  the  offer  of  a  penfion 
from  his  Majefty. 

The  particulars  of  that  affair 
have  been  already  publifhed,  and 
are  too  numerous  and  complicated 
to  enter  into  fuch  a  fketch  as  the 
prefent :  it  will  therefore  be  fufli- 
cienthere  toobierve,that  hdr.irl  ume, 
underftanding  that  M.  Rouffeau, 
perfecuted  every  where  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  meant  to  Jake  refuge  in 

England,  genero'ufly conduced  him 

over,  procured  him  a  commodious 
retreat,  and  afterwards  the  offer  of 
a  penfion  ;  but  that  the  jealous 
and  peevifh  temper  of  Rouffeau, 
led  him  to  rejedl  the  laft,  abandon 
the  firfti  and  abufe  Mr.  Hume  as 
a  perfon  who  had  confpired  the 
ruin  of  his  character,  under  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  ferving  him  ;  though 
every  precaution,  which  the  mofl 
refined  delicacy  could  fugged,  had 
been  taken  in  order  to  fpare  the 
pride  of  that  fingular  man^  by 
the  manner  of  conferring  thofe 

obligations.  ^ 

An  anecdote  or  two  will  fuffi- 
ciently  fhew  the  jealous  and  even 
fufpicioas  temper  of  M.  Rouffeau, 
find  the  generofity  and  candour  of 
Mf.  Hume.  On’  their  journey  to 
England,  they  happened  one  niglit 
tp  lie  in  the  fame  chamber  ;  and 
durihg  the  feafon  devoted  to 


M.  Rouffeau  heard,  or  imagined 
he  heard,  Mr.  Hume  cry  feveral 
times,  with  great  vehemence— 
“  Rouffeau,  I  have  you  ?”  Thefe 
W'ords,  though  in  themfelves  equi¬ 
vocal,  and  tho’  M.  Rouffeau  owns  he 
does  not  know  whether  Mr.  Hume 
uttered  them  when  afleep  or  awake, 
roufed  his  fufpicions,  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  were  nevera  fterwards  entirely” 
laid.  The  queflion  which  honefl: 
David  a&s  on  this  occafion  is 
equally pertinentand candid.  As 
M.  Rouffeau  is  not  certain  whether 
Mr.  Hume  was  afleep  or  awake,  is 
he  fare  that  he  was  awake  him- 
felf?” 

M.  Rouffeau’s  fufpicion  of  Mr; 
Flume’s  treachery  rofe  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  benefits  conferred  upoii 
him,  and  at  lall  broke  out  in  per- 
feft  peevifhnefs  on  the  flighceft  oc¬ 
cafion  imaginable.  Mr.  Daven¬ 
port,  a  gentleman  diflinguifhed  by 
his  birth,  his  fortune,  and  his 
merit,  had  granted  to  M.  Rouffeau 
and  his  governante,  the  ufe  of  his 
houfe  called  Wodton,  in  Derby- 
fhire,  (where  he  feldora  refided); 
with  all  other  things  neceffary  for 
a  livelihood  5  but  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  Rouffeau’s  pride  from  being 
hurt  by  fuch  a  benefit,  he  agreed 
to  receive,  in  return,  a  trifling 
fum  annually.  He  alfo  generoufly 
pretended,  as  he  had  reafon  to 
think  M.  RoulTeau’s  finances  werq 
not  very  high,  that  he  had  found 
a  poh-chaife,  on  its  ,  return  to 
Wootpn,  which  %vould  carry  the 
philolopher  fafely,  and  at  fmalf 
expence,  to  his  retreat.  Rouffeau 
fufpeited  the  benevolent  artificer 
and  accufed  Mr.  Hume  of  being 
an  accomplice  in  it.  Mr.  Hume 
pfotefled  his  innocence,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fhift  the  fub|e^.4 

After  a  ,repiy^ 

fat 
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fat  for  fome  time  in  feeming  me¬ 
lancholy,  then  fprung  up,  walked 
two  or  three  times  acrofs  the 
room,  and  at  laft  threw  his  arms 
about  the  neck  of  his  brother  phi- 
lofopher,  bathing  the  afioniihed 
David's  face  with  tearsj  and  cry¬ 
ing  like  a  child.  “  My  dear 
friend,^*  faid  he,  as  foon  as  he 
was  able  to  fpeak,  “  will  you  ever 
forgive  me  this  extravagance  ? 
After  all  the  pains  which  you  have 
taken  to  ferve  me,  after  the  num- 
berlefs  proofs  of  your  friendlhip,  is 
it  pofliblc  that  I  can  thus  repay  your 
kindnefs  with  fpleen  and  abufe  ! 
But  in  pardoning  me  you  will  give 
me  a  new  mark  of  your  regard, 
and  [  hope  when  you  know  me 
better,  you  will  find  that  I  am  not 
unworthy  of  it.’’ 

This  reconciliation,  however, 
was  but  of  Ihort  duration.  Still 
a  prey  to  his  former  fufpicions, 
his  delicacies,  and  his  fcruples, 
Rouffeau  foon  broke  out  entirely 
with  his  benefa»5tor,  and  left  Eng¬ 
land. 

Mr.  Hume,  who  after  his  return 
from  f'rance,  had  been  appointed 
under  fecretary  of  Hate,  retired  to 
Scotland  on  the  refignation  of  Gen. 
Conway,  and  fpent  the  remainder 
of  his  years  at  Edinburgh,  among 
the  companions  of  his  youth,  e- 
qually  admired  and  refpeded ; 
beloved  as  a  friend,  and  honoured 
ever  Europe  as  a  fcholar,  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  a  man  of  genius.  He 
died,  after  a  lingering  illnefs,  on 
the  25th  of  Augull,  1776. 


^'ranjlation  of  a  letter  from  M.  de 
Voltaire  to  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
dated  March  30,  1776;  uohichy 
befides  an  entertaining  specimen  of 
the  Writer  s  rare  Brilliancy  of  Ge¬ 
nius  at  the  advanced  Jge  ^  8j, 
contains  fome  curious  Particulars 
VoL,  XIX. 
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relating  to  the  remarkable  Rights 
of  regifering  the  Royal  EdiSiSy  to 
render  them  njalid ;  and  remon- 
Jirating  againf  them  ;  peculiar  to 
the  Frencii  Parliame7its,  or  Courts 
of  Jufiice. 

SIRE, 

F  your  Camarade  [fellow-mo¬ 
narch,  or  compeer],  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  China,  Kien-Long,  be  dead, 
as  it  is  reported,  1  am  extremely 
forty. 

Your  Majefty  can  tell  how  much 
I  love  and  revere  kings  who  make 
verfes.  I  know  one  who  has  cer¬ 
tainly  madebetter  than  Kien-Long, 
and  to  whom  I  lhall  continue  at¬ 
tached  until  I  go  to  pay  my  court 
below  to  the  late  Emperor  of 
China. 

We  have  in  France  a  young 
king,  who,  indeed,  does  not  make 
verfes,  but  who  makes  excellent 
profe.  He  has  lately  given  feven 
fine  pieces,  all  in  favour  of  the 
people.  The  preambles  of  thefe 
edids  are  mailer-pieces  of  elo¬ 
quence,  for  they  are  mailer-pieces 
of  reafon  and  benevolence.  The 
parliament  of  Paris  returned  fome 
fpecious  remonllrances.  It  was  a 
trial  of  Ikill.  If  a  prize  had 
been  to  be  given  to  the  bed  com- 
pofition,  the  connoifieurs  would 
without  hefitation  have  adjudged  it 
to  the  king. 

This  right  of  regidering  and 
remonllrating,  of  which  you  know- 
nothing  in  your  kingdom,  is 
founded  on  an  ancient  precedent 
of  a  provoll  of  Paris,  in  the  time 
of  St.  Louis,  and  of  your  Conrad 
Hohenzollern  the  fecond,  which 
provoll  thought  proper  to  keep  a 
regiller  of  all  the  royal  ordinances, 
in  which  he  was  imitated  by  an  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
John  Montlue,  in  1313. 

d>  Kings 
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Kings  found  this  invention  very 
nfeful.  Philip  de  Valois  had  the 
regal  rights  regiftered  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  Charles  the  fifth  took  the 
fame  precaution  in  regard  to  the 
famous  edift  for  fixing  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  king  at  14  years.  Trea¬ 
ties  of  peace  were  often  regiftered. 
But  we  hear  of  no  remonftrances 
in  thofe  times. 

The  firft  remonftrances  were  on 
the  finances,  under  Francis  the 
firft,  refpefling  a  mafty  filver  rail¬ 
ing  which  furrounded  the  tomb  of 
St.  Martin.  The  faint  having  no 
need  of  the  railing,  and  Francis  I. 
having  great  need  of  money,  he 
made  free  with  the  railing,  for 
which  the  canons  of  Tours,  who 
yielded  it  up  to  him,  were  to  be 
recompenfed  out  of  the  lands  of 
the  crown.  The  parliament  re- 
prefented  to  the  king  the  irregula¬ 
rity  of  this  proceeding. 

See  here  the  origin  of  all  the  re- 
raonftrances  which  have  fince  fo 
much  embar^afled  out  kings,  and 
which  in  the  end  produced  the  war 
of  the  Frojjde,  in  the  minority  of 
Louis  XIV. 

We  have  no  Fronde  to  fear  under 
Louis  XVI.  and  ftili  lefs  have  we 
to  fear  from  the  ridiculous  terrors 
of  [efuits,  Janfenifts,  and  convul- 
fionifts.  It  is  true,  our  debts  are 
as  immefife  as  thofe  of  the  Englifti, 
but  we  enjoy  all  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  good  government, and  hope. 

Your  majefty  very  juftly  obferves 
that  the  Englifti  are  not  fb  happy 
as  we  are ;  they  are  tired  of  their 
felicity.  I  do  not  believe  that  my 
dear  C^akers  will  fight  themfelves, 
but  they  will  pay  others  to  fight 
for  them. 

I  am  no  great  politician,  your 
majefty  well  knows;  but  I  much 
doubt  whether  the  miniilry  at 
London  are  &  whit  better  than 


ours.  We  are  already  ruined,  the 
Englifti  are  now  ruining  them¬ 
felves  :  every  one  in  turn.  As  to 
you.  Sire,  you  enjoy  in  peace  the 
folid  fruits  of  your  glory ;  you 
b^ild  towns  and  villages  you  en¬ 
courage  all  the  arts,  and  you  have 
no  other  enemy  than  the  gout:  I 
hope  that  will  make  peace  with 
your  majefty,  as  fo  many  other 
powers  have  done. 

As  to  the  Jefuits,  whom  you  fo 
much  regard,  there  is  fomething 
noble  in  the  protedlion  given  them 
by  an  excommunicated  perfon,  as 
you  have  the  honour  to  be:  a  pre¬ 
dicament  this,  whence  I  have  fome 
right  to  flatter  myfelf  with  the 
fame  protedlion. 

I  do  not  believe,  with  M.  Paw, 
that  the  Emperor  Kien-Long  treat¬ 
ed  the  Jefuits  in  his  dominions 
with  cruelty.  Father  Amoit  tran- 
flated  his  poem  :  we  always  love 
our  tranftator ;  and  I  will  main¬ 
tain,  that  a  monarch  who  makes 
verfes  cannot  be  cruel, 

I  will  venture  to  alk  one  favour 
of  your  majefty;  that  is,  to  con- 
‘  defcend  to  tell  me  which  is  oldeft, 
my  Lord  Marftial  or  myfelf.  I  am 
in  my  83d  year,  and  I  think  he 
is  but  82.  I  wifti  that  you  may 
one  day  be  in  your  1 12th. 


Anecdotes  of  the  late  Edward  Wort- 
ley  Montague,  Ffq-^  as  ginjen  the 
W orld  in  one  of  the  periodical 
Publications, 

celebrated  Edw^ard  Wort- 
Jl,  ley  Montague,  Efq;  died 
lately  on  his  return  from  Venice  to 
England.  As  this  gentleman  was 
remarkable  for  the  uncommon  in¬ 
cidents  which  attended  his  life, 
the  clofe  of  that  life  was  no  lefs 
marked  v/ith  fingularity.  He  had 
been  early  married  to  a  woman, 

who 
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wlio  afpired  to  no  higher  a  charac¬ 
ter  than  that  of  an  indullrious 
wafherwornan.  As  the  marriage 
was  folemnized  in  a  frolic.  Wort- 
ley  never  deemed  her  fufficiently 
the  wife  of. his  bofom  to  cohabit 
with  her.  She  was  allowed  a 
maintenance.  She  lived  contented, 
and  was  too  fubrniflive  to  be  trou- 
blefome  on  account  of  the  con¬ 
jugal  rites.  Mr.  Montague,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  a  perfect  pa¬ 
triarch  in  his  manners.  He  had 
wives  of  almolt  every  nation.  When 
he  was  with  All  Bey  in  Egypt,  he 
had  his  houfliold  of  Egyptian  fe¬ 
males  ;  each  driving  who  (hould  be 
the  happy  fhe  who  could -gain  the 
greatelt  afcendancy  over  this  An- 
glo-Eaftern  Bafliaw.  At  Conftan- 
tinople,  the  Grecian  women  had 
charms  to  captivate  this  unfettled 
wanderer.  In  Spain,  a  Spanifh 
Brunette;  in  Italy,  the  olive  com- 
plexioned  female,  were  folicited 
to  partake  the  honours  of  the 
bridal  bed.  It  may  be  alked  what  be¬ 
came  of  this  group  of  wives  ?  Mr. 
Montague  was  continually  Ihifting 
the  place,  and  confequently  vary¬ 
ing  the  fcene.  Did  he  travel  with 
his  wives,  as  the  patriarchs  did 
with  their  flocks  and  herds  No 
fuch  thing.  Worcley,  confidering 
his  wives  as  bad  travelling  com¬ 
panions,  generally  left  them  behind 
him.  It  happened,  however,  that 
news  reached  his  ears  of  the  death 
of  the  original  Mrs.  Montague  the 
walherwoman.  Wortley  had  no 
ifTue  by  her,  and  without  iffue 
male  a  very  large  ellace  would  revert 
to  the  fecond  foa  of  Lord  Bute. 
Wortley,  owing  the  family  no 
obligations,  was  determined,  if 
poflible,  to  defeat  iheir  expecta¬ 
tions.  He  refolved  to  return  to 
England  and  marry.  He  acquaint¬ 


ed  a  friend  with  his  intentions,  and 
he  commiffioned  that  friend  to  ad« 
vertife  for  any  young  decent  wo¬ 
man,  who  might  be  in  a  pregnant 
flate.  The  advertifement  was  in- 
ferted  very  lately  in  one  of  the 
morning  papers.  Several  ladies 
anfwered  it.  One  out  of  the  num¬ 
ber  was  feleCled,  as  being  the  mod: 
eligible  objeCt.  She  waited  with, 
eagernefs  for  the  arrival  of  her  ex-i 
peCted  bridegroom  ;  but,  behold* 
whilit  he  was  on  his  journey.  Death 
very  impertinently  arrefted  him  in 
his  career.  Thus  ended  the  days 
of  Edward  Wortley  Montague* 
Efq;  a  man  who  had  pad'ed  thro’ 
fuch  variegated  fcenes,  that  a  bare 
recital  of  them  would  favour  of 
the  marvellous.  From  Weftmin- 
Iter  Ichool,  where  he  was  placed 
for  education,  he  ran  away  three 
feveral  times.  He  exchanged 
clothes  with  a  chimney-fweeper, 
and  he  followed  for  fome  time  that 
footy  occupation.  He  next  join¬ 
ed  him  (elf  to  a  fifherman,  and 
cried  flounders  in  Rocherhithe.  He 
then  failed  as  a  cabin-boy  to  Spain, 
where  he  had  no  fooner  arrived, 
than  he  ran  away  from  the  veflel, 
and  hired  himfelf  to  a  driver  of 
mules.  After  thus  vagabondizing 
it  for  fome  time,  he  was  difcover- 
ed  by  the  conful,  who  returned 
him  to  his  friends  in  England. 
They  received  him  with  a  joy 
equal  to  that  of  the  father  of  the 
prodigal  Ton  in  the  Gofpel.  A 
private  tutor  was  employed  to  re¬ 
cover  thofe  rudiments  of  learning 
which  a  life  of  diflipation,  of 
biackguardilm,  and  of  vulgarity, 
might. have  obliterated.  VVortiey 
was  fent  to  the  Weil-lndies,  where 
he  remained  fome  time,  then  le- 
turned  to  England,  aClcd  accord-' 
ing  to  the  dignity  of  his  birth,  was 
D  A  fthofen, 
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chofen  a  member,  and  ferved  in 
two  fucceffive  parliaments.  His 
expences  exceeding  his  ipcome,  he 
became  involved  in  debi,  quitted 
his  native  country,  and  commenced 
that  wandering  traveller  he  conti¬ 
nued  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
Having  vifited  moft  of  the  ealle’-n 
countries,  he  contraded  a  partiality 
for  their  manners.  He  drank  lit¬ 
tle  wine ;  a  great  deal  of  coffee  ; 
wore  along  beard  ;  fmoakedmuch; 
and  even  whilft  at  Venice,  he  was 
habited  in  the  eallern  Itile.  He 
fat  crofs-legged  in  the  Turkifh 
fafhion,  through  choice.  With  the 
Hebrew,  the  Arabic,  the  Chal- 
daic,  and  the  Perfian  languages, 
he  was  as  well  acquainted  as  with 
his  native  tongue.  He  publifhed 
feveral  pieces.  One  on  the  ‘'Rife 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.” 
Another  an  exploration  of  “  The 
Caufes  of  Earthquakes,”  He  had 
great  natural  abilities,  a  vaft  fhare 
of  acquired  knowledge.  Fie  had 
fcarcely  a  fmgle  vice — -for  he  is  dead. 
That  he  had  virtues  to  counterbal- 
lance  his  failings,  Omnifcience 
will  difcover,  when  weighing  them 
in  the  fcale  of  merit.  Infinite 
mercy  will  take  care  that  the  beam 
fliall  preponderate  in  favour  of  his 
future  happinefs. 


Anecdotes  of  the  late  Re^.  George 
Stubbs  and  John  straight.  Au¬ 
thors  of  feveral  ingenious  Pieces  in 
Profe  and  Verje  ;  hy  Mr.  John 
Straight. 

SIR, 

IF  you  think  the  following  anec¬ 
dotes  worth,  preferving,  they 
"are  much  at  your  fervice. 

GEORGE  Stubbs,  Redor  of 
Gunville,  in  Dorfetfhire,  a  wor- 
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thy,  honeft,  intelligent  writer, 
though  little  known  as  fuch,  wrqce 
many  of  the  bed  papers  in  the 
Free  Thinker ^  1718,  (in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Ambrofe  Philips  and 
others).  A  Nevj  Adventure  of  Tele- 
machus^  printed  in  the  London  Jour¬ 
nal  of  1723  or  4,  fmce  printed 
feparately  by  Wilkins,  in  8vo.  a 
beautiful  pifece,  founded  upon  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty  and  true  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  reverfe  of  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Cambray’s  on  that  fub- 
jed,  which,  however  palliated, 
are  upon  a  wrong  foundation. 
Three  or  four  letters  in  the  London 
JournaR  by  Bifhop  Hoadly,  at 
that  time,  figned  Britannicus,  ar¬ 
guing  againft  popery,  (which 
obliged  even  that  great  and  good 
man  to  make  an  entire  fubmiffion, 
without  exception,  to  the  Pope,  a- 
gainft  the  tenor  of  all  his  works) 
evidently  laid  the  foundation  on 
which  George  Stubbs  built  this 
Nev)  Adventure.  He  alfo  wrote 
A  Dialogue  on  Beauty^  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  Socrates,  between  Socrates 
and  Afpafia.  This  he  made  the 
elegant  foundation  of  a  copy  of 
verfes  on  the  late  Dr  John  Hoad- 
ly’s  marriage,  1735-6,  inclofmg 
to  him,  with  a  letter,  Afpafa  to 
Florimelj  referring  all  along  to  that 
dialogue.  There  are  forne  other 
copies  of  verfes  by  him,  flili  in 
manufeript,  though  well  worth 
preferving,  viz.  The  Athenian  Sta¬ 
tue,  an  aliegorial  poem,  doing 
jullice  both  to  Bllliop  Bundle 
(whofe  virtues  he  knew  how  to 
commend,  as  well  as  to  laugh  at 
his  foibles),  and  to  the  ecclehalli- 
cal  prudery  and  dander  of  Bifhop 
Gibfon  and  Venn;  Fickle  Friend- 
pip,  on  Dr.  Rundle  ;  and  Verfes 
on  Mifs  Wenttiati* s  Singings  the  au¬ 
thor  having  dreamed  of  her. 

Though 
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Though  the  critics,  perhaps,  may 
think  all  thefe  too  florid,  yet  they 
are  very  beautiful,  and  would  bet¬ 
ter  pleafe  the  many.  He  printed 
alfo  two  fmall  volumes  (if  not 
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and  virtues,  as  to  give  occaflon  to 
.  our  author,  who  knew  him  well, 
to  make  this  the  uncommon  fub- 
je6l  of  the  following  elegant 
poem.  '  \ 


more)  of  Mad.  Se^ignPs  LetterSy 
the  firfl;  ever  known  in  Englilh, 
and  thought  to  preferve  the  good- 
humour  of  the  originals  better  than 
any  of  his  fucceflbrs.  He  was  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  Mr.  De¬ 
puty  Wilkins*,  the  Whig  printer 
in  Little-Britain,  by  marrying  his 
After  for  his  firft  wife,  who,  by 
the  way,  was  taken  in  by  the 
French  Prophets.  G.  Stubbs  mar¬ 
ried  a  fecond  wife  at  Salifbury, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Alderman  King, 
who  after  his  death  married  Mr. 
Hinxman,  Reftor  of  Houghton, 
near  Stockbridge.  Mr.  Stubbs 
was  a  fllent,  referved  man,  as 
feeming  confeious  of  a  want  of 
addrefs,  though  at  the  fame  time 
of  fuperior  abilities  and  genius. 

If  thefe  hints  fhould  be  the 
means  of  collecting  his  works,  or 
of  refeuing  any  more  of  tnem  from 
oblivion,  my  end  in  communicat¬ 
ing  them  will  be  anfwered.  One 
of  the  pieces  above-mentioned 
ihall  be  added. 

Fickle  Friendjhip.  On  Dr.  Rundle. 

But  it  fliould  firft  be  obferved, 
that  Dr.  Rundle  was  a  kind  of 
male-coquette,  and  had  as  many 
friendfhips,  and  was  as  fantaftical 
in  them,  as  any  of  the  other  fex- 
lovers.  When  his  good  friend, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  John  Talbot,  mar¬ 
ried,  he  was  fo  remarkably  jealous 
of  his  wife,  and  all  her  charms 


“  ALEXIS,  with  Platonic  pride. 
The  feeble  darts  of  Love  defy’d. 

The  pow’r  of  Friendfhip  ftill  he  lung, 
And  oft  the. harp  with  Shaftelb’ry 
ftrung  j 

No  nymph  could  taint  his  purer  mind, 
Or  raife  a  paflion  lets  refin’d. 

From  friend  to  friend  he  lov’d  to  ftray. 
As  butterflies  their  wings  difplay, 
And,  fluttering  from  flow’r  to  flow’r. 
With  wanton  theft  their  *fweets  de¬ 
vour. 

No  fam’d  coquette,  or  fav’rite  toaft, 

A  fairer  lierd  of  fwains  could  boaft. 
Thyrfis  to  Corydan  refign’d 
The  fickle  empire  of  the  mind  ; 
Daphnis  from  willing  Corydon 
With  eafe  the  unfought  honour  won. 

Aeon  was  now  his  only  joy, 

Aeon  did  all  his  thoughts  employ; 

Tile  wav’ring  fteel  was  here  at  reft. 
And  all  its  wanton  motions  ceas’d. 
Though  pnqifd,  the  boy  with  de- 
cent  pride 

To  fuch  a  breaft  his  flames  deny’d  ; 

His  golden  fhafts  refus’d  to  ftain. 

Or  curie  the  nymphs  with  fuch  a  fwaln. 
To  Aeon’s  breaft  he  fped  the  dart. 

To  Aeon  did  the  wound  impart ; 
fl'he  wound  fo  deep,  the  dart  fo  lure. 
Not  Hymen’s  felf  could  boaft  a  cure. 

Who  now  does  like  Alexis  mourn. 
Or  with  more  jealous  fury  burn  ? 

He  views  the  rival  nymph  with  pain. 
And  does  of  Aeon’s  joys  complain, 
fler  pleafing  fmile^,  her  glowing 
chirms, 

Poifels  his  foul  with  new  alarms  ; 

He  owns  the  triumphs  of  her  eyes. 

And  in  the  wounded  Aeon  dies.” 


*  A  worthy,  fenfible,  honeft  man,  a  warm  friend  to  the  Hanover  fuccef- 
fion,  and  poflelfed  cf  a  liberality  of  fentiment  fuperior  to  his  ftation,  the  age 
of  the  Stephens’s  being  paft,  though  we  have  had  a  Richardfon  and  a  Foulis, 
and  have  ftill  a  Bowyer. 

n  3 
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With  the  fame  view  accept  the 
following  anecdotes  of 

The  Rev.  John  Straight, 

Redor  of  Findon,  in  Suffex,  to 
which  he  was  prefented  by  Mag¬ 
dalen  college,  Oxford,  being  Fel¬ 
low  of  that  Society,  He  was  au¬ 
thor  of  the  following  poems  in 
Dodfley’s  Colledion,  voLv.  p,244, 
&c.  To  Mr.  J[ohn]  Hloadly], 
at  the  Temple,  occafioned  by  a 
Tranllation  of  an  Epiftle  of  Ho¬ 
race,  1730.  Anfwer  to  fome 
Verfes  from  Mr.  J.  H.  1 73 1 .  Cu¬ 
pid  and  Chloe.  The  poet  to  his 
falfe  Miftrefs,  &c.”  Thefe  pieces 
are  excellent,  and  much  in  the 
manner  of  Prior.  Mr.  Straight 
was  ever  in  a  ftate  of  perfecution, 
as  it  were,  for  his  extraordinary 
parts  and  eccentric  good  fenfe  ;  by 
which  he  entirely  got  rid  of  his 
good  enthufiaflic  father’s  preju¬ 
dices  (in  which  he  was  educated) 
in  favour  of  the  French  prophets 
(above-mentioned),  by  whom  he 
was  eaten  up  and  betrayed. 

M*"*  Straight  married  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Davenport,  Vicar  of 
Broad  Hinton,  Wilts,  whom  he 
left  a  widow  with  fix  children, 
ikfcer  his  death,  two  vols.  8vo.  of 
**  Sele6l  Difcoiirfes,’*  were  publilh- 
ed  for  their  benefit,  which,  though 
never  dehgned  by  him  for  the 
prefs  vvere  extremely  worthy  of 
at.  His  circumflances  and  health 
were  particularly  hurt  by  his  turn¬ 
ing  farmer,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
fiis  numerous  family,  and  dying 
foon  after,  before  he  had  time  to 
l-etrieve  the  extraordinary  firft  cx- 
pences. 

The  following  letter,  occafion- 
|5d  by  Bp.  tic^dly’s  giving  him  the 
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prebend  of  Warminfter  in  Salif- 
bury  cathedral,  is  taken  from 
“  Letters  by  feveral  eminent  Per- 
fons  deceafed,’*  vol,  iii.  2d  edi¬ 
tion. 

Reverend  Mr  Straight  to  Bijhop 
Hoadiy. 

My  Lord,  *7 ’.2. 

I  JUST  now  received  your  lord-’ 
fhip’s  moll:  furprifmg,  generous, 
opportune,  beatific  letter.  I  was 
dead  till  I  received  it,  but  it  has 
given  me  new  life  :  I  feel  myfelf 
gay,  elated  -  -  I  have  been  tithe 
gathering  thefe  three  weeks,  and 
never  thought  to  enquire  after  any 
thing  for  the  future' but  the  price 
of  corn  :  but  now  I  fhall  fee  Lon¬ 
don  again,  I  fhali  fee  Sarum  again, 
I  fhall  fee  the  Bifliop  again  ; 

Shall  eat  his  oyfters,  drink  his  ale, 
Loos’ning  the  tongue  as  well  as  tail  ; 

I  fhall  be  poetical,  oratorical,  am¬ 
bitious  ;  I  fhall  write  again  to  the 
young  divine  *  ;  nay,  i  don’t  know 
but  to  the  public.  But  I  muft 
fupprefs  the  extravagance  of  my 
joy,  and  think  of  proper  terms  to 
exprefs  my  gratitude.  I  can  only 
wifh  your  lordfhip  and  myfelf  a 
long  life  to  fhew  it. 

1  am,  &:c. 

Gent.  Mag.  J.  Straight, 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  the  late 
R.e‘v.  Dr.  John  Hcadly, 

'^T~^HE  late  Rev.  Dr.  J,  Hoadiy, 
A  youngefl  and  only  furviving 
fon  of  Benjamin  Bifhop  of  Win- 
chefter,  was  born  in  Broad -Erect, 
London,  (his  father  being  theri 


Mr.  John  Hoadiy. 


Reflof 
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Re£lorof  St.  Peter’s  Poor),  Oft.  8, 
1711.  He  was  educated  at  Mr. 
Newcome’s  fchool  at  Hackney, 
where  he  played,  with  great  ap- 
plaufe,  the  part  of  Phocyas,  in 
the  Siege  of  Damafcus  and  was 
admited  in  June,  1730,  at  Cor- 
pus-Chrifti  (or  Benet)  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  LL.B.  in  1735.  29 

following,  he  was  appointed  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Winchefter, 
and  ordained  by  his  father  dea¬ 
con  Dec.  7,  and  prieft  the  21ft. 
He  was  honoured  (and  particularly 
by  the  genteel  manner  of  it)  by 
the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  being  im¬ 
mediately  (Dec.  26),  by  his  foie  f 
dehre  appointed  his  Chaplain  ; 
and  by  the  Princefs  Dowager  of 
Wales,  in  like  manner.  May  6, 
1751. 

Feb.  10,  1735-6,  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James 
Alhe,  Efq;  of  Salilbury,  by  whom 
he  had  no  iffue. 

He  was  firil  collated  (by  his  fa¬ 
ther)  to  the  reftory  of  Michel- 
merlh,  March  8,  1737  ;  to  that 
of  Wroughton  (finecure),  in  Wilt- 
fhire.  Sept.  8,  1737  ;  and  to  that 
of  Alresford,  and  a  prebend  of 
Winchefter,  (both  vacated  by  the 
fudden  death  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Soley),  on  November  29  of  the 
fame  year. 
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He  was  inilituted  to  the  reftory 
of  St,  Mary’s,  near  Southampton, 
J une  9,  1 743,  on  the  prtfentation  of 
Martin  Folkes,  Efq;  &c.  executors 
of  the  will  of  Archbifhop  Wake, 
his  nephew,  the  prefentDr.  Wake, 
not  being  then  capable  of  orders. 

Dec.  16,  1746,  he  was  collated 
to  the  reftory  of  Overton  (line- 
cure),  void  by  the  death  of  Bifhop 
Clagett. 

Jan.  4,  1747,  he  was  honoured 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  (the 
hril  degree  conferred)  by  the  ex¬ 
cellent  Archbifhop  Herring. 

In  May,  1760,  (on  the  death 
of  Dean  Lynch),  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  mafterlhip  of  St.  Crofs, 
(finecure)  ;  which  preferments  (all 
in  the  county  of  Hants)  he  enjoy¬ 
ed  till  his  death  ;  except  the  fine- 
cure  of  Wroughton  ;  the  prebend 
of  Wincheiler,  which  on  that  oc- 
cafion  the  Bilhop  permitted  him  to 
refign  in  favour  of  his  wife’s ‘bro¬ 
ther,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Alhe; 
and  the  reftory  of  Michelmerlh,  in 
which  the  fame  gentleman  fucceed- 
ed  him  in  1743,  on  his  removal  to 
St.  Mary’s.  His  houfe  there,  as 
fpacious  and  elegant  a  parfonage 
as  any  in  the  kingdom,  (his  pre- 
decefibr,  Archbilhop  Brideoke,  in 
whofe  time  it  was  burnt  down, 
having  expended  4000I.  on  it,  be- 
fides  500I.  on  the  church),  was 


♦  The  prefent  Dr.  Charles  Plumtre  (Arch-deacon  of  Ely)  was  as  good  an 
Eudocla ;  with  whom  (faid  Dr.  Hoadly  to  a  friend)  I  have  been  in  love 
ever  fince  ;  but  chiefly  with  the  virtues  of  her  mind,  which  are  as  confpicuous 
and  luper-excellent  as  thofe  in  the  play.”  On  the  revival  of  this  tragedy  in 
its  original  form  by  Mr.  Newcome’s  fcholars,  many  years  after,  Dr.  Hoadly 
wrote  the  prologue. 

4  The  Prince,  knowing  the  Bifiiop’s  take  and  knowledge  of  mufc,  and 
the  impofiibility  of  his  gratifying  it  at  the  theatre  without  impropriety,  in¬ 
vited  him  to  a  rehearfal  of  an  opera  at  Carieton-Houfe  ;  very  politely  affur- 
ing  him,  that  “  he  flioiild  be  quite  at  his  eafe,  and  alone  in  the  next  room, 
\inlefs  he  would  bring  his  fon  with  him,  who,  he  heard,  was  juft  going  into 
Ciders,  and  v/hom  he  then  begged  leave  to  befpeak  as  his  chaplain, 

D  4  cmbellilhed 


40  ANNUAL  RE 

cmbelliflied  with  the  remains  of 
jhis  mother’s  pidtures,  and  the  belt 
of  her  own  paintings,  fhe  being  a 
proficient  in  that  art,  and  a  fcholar 
of  Mrs.  Beale  and  her  fon  Charles. 
A  half-length,  by  her,  of  her 
hu/band,  when  Biihop  of  Bangor, 
was  added  by  her  fon  in  1773,  to 
the  colleftio,n  of  the  Archbilhop 
of  Canterbury  at  Lambeth. 

The  late  Dr.  Hoadly,  with  every 
benevolent  alFedlion  and  focial 
virtue,  had  an  eminent  talle  and 
genius  for  the  polite  arts,  parti¬ 
cularly  poetry,  as  appears  by  his 
Force  of  Truth,  an  oratorio  (taken 
from  Efdras),  and  fome  other  mu- 
lical  performances,  written  for  his 
friend  Dr.  Green’s  academy  at  the 
Apollo,  and  fet  by  him  ;  the  verfes 
under  the  prints  of  Hogarth’s 
Fake's  Progrejsy  a  tranflation  of  Mr. 
Holdfworth’s  Mufcipula,  1737; 
and  feveral  other  pieces  printed  in 
Dodfley’s  Poems,  vol.  v.  p.  258, 
&c. ;  the  famous  ballad,  Fair  Sally 
lo'v'd  a  honny  Seaman ,  &c.  and 
many  other  jeux  d'efprit.  To 
which  we  beg  leave  to  add  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anecdotes. 

In  1731,  late  in  the  feafon,  Mr. 
Rich,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
all  hi's  friends,  infilled  on  imme¬ 
diately  bringing  . out  a  play  which 
was  then  offered  him,  of  a  very 
peculiar  fort,  it  being  a  rehearfal 
of  two  modern  plays,  a  comedy 
and  a  tragedy,  which  was  played 
five  nights  in  May  to  almoft  the 
faihe  audience,  and  began  to  make 
a  llrange  noife  in  the  town  by  the 
applaufes  of  fome,  and  the  fears 
and  jealoufies  of  others,  viz.  the 
wits,  critical  and  poetical.  This 
was  written  by  our  author  (then 
but  20)  and  his  eldell  brother,  the 

*  The  printed  epilogue  is  faid 
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phyfician,  and  was  called  the  Con^ 
traji,  from  the  contralled  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  two  poets,  Mr.  Simile 
and  Mr.  Fuftian.  This,  for  pru¬ 
dential  reafons,  was  facrificed  to 
the  good  Bilhop’s  defire  ;  and  Mr, 
Rich  was  fo  honourable  as  to  re¬ 
call  every  fcrap  of  paper,  copy, 
and  parts,  &c.  that  it  was  never 
heard  of  afterwards.  The  authors 
had  made  a  few  lines  as  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  an  epilogue  in  the  mo¬ 
dern  loofe  talle,  but  foon  found 
that  was  a  wrong  way  to  bur- 
lefque  thofe  high-feafoned  dilhes, 
and  refolved  to  make  the  adlrefs 
herfelf  refufe  to  fpeak  it  as  too 
indecent;”  which  had  a  vail  elfedl, 
Merope,  by  the  late  Mr,  Jeffreys, 
aded  juft  before  this,  being  in  great 
diilrefs  for  an  epilogue,  they  fup- 
plied  it  with  thefe  very  lines, 
which  they  had  originally  defign- 
ed  for  a  burlefque  on  all  fuch 
foolilh  epilogues,  adding  a  few  a- 
bout  critics,  to  make  out  a  decent 
number  *.  Fielding  afterwards 
took  up  the  principal  life  of  this 
piece,  the  two  poets  reciprocally 
hating  and  envying  one  another, 
and  tranfplanted  it  into  his  Pa/« 
quin  ;  which  he  made  fo  abufive 
as  to  get  money  for  filencing  it, 
and  to  be  the  occafion  of  the  ad 

for  licenfing  plays, - too  near 

an  encroachment  on  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  Aliquid  Gyaris  dignum 
Fielding  was  well  qualified  to 
write. 

In  1737,  after  the  ingenious 
but  dull  morality  of  -Dodfiey’s 
Toyjhop^  Mr.  Hoadly  made  choice 
of  Mr.  Flughes’s  Vifion  of  Charon:, 
or  the  Ferry-boat,  as  a  fubjed  which 
would  admit  of  as  much  inftruc- 
tion,  with  more  life  and  fpirit ; 

to  be  **  by  an  unknown  hand,” 

allowing 
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allowing  of  a  great  number  of 
chara(5lers  humorous  and  moral, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fhort  and 
lively.  Charon  a  character  of  hu¬ 
mour,  and  Mercury,  of  moral 
eloquence,  remaining  on  the  ftage 
the  whole  time,  and  the  reft  of  the 
charadlers  pafling  into  the  boat, 
where  Charon  at  the  boat-head  re¬ 
ceives  them.  It  was  a  petite  piece 
of  one  long  fcene,  with  a  high 
compliment  both  on  l.ord  Chan¬ 
cellor  "Falbot,  then  juft  dead,  and 
Lord  Hardwicke  his  fucceflbr.  All 
the  charaders  in  Mr.  Hughes’s  Vi~ 
Jiotit  that  would  admit  of  any  dra¬ 
matical  life,  were  preferved.  Great 
part  of  this  plan  was  afterwards 
adopted  by  Mr.  Garrick,  in  his 
Lethe.  The  hint  of  imitating  fe- 
veral  modern  authors,  in  the  Pipe 
of  Tobacco,  was  fuggefted  to  the 
late  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  by  Dr. 
Hoadly ;  and  the  imitation  of 
Ambrofe  Philips  was  written  by 
him. 

On  the  publication  of  the  Sup¬ 
plement  to  the  Biographia  Britan- 
nica.  Dr.  Hoadly  was  obliged,  in 
his  father’s  juft  defence,  to  prepare 
an  article  relating  to  him,  and  to 
have  it  inferted  there,  in  the  place 
of  one  adually  printed  before  it 
was  fuffered  to  come  to  his  hands 
or  knowledge,  very  unworthy,  and 
much  to  the  difgrace,  of  the  Bi- 
Ihop’s  charader.  The  charader  of 
the  compiler  may  be  drawn  from 
the  following  letter  to  our  author. 
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from  the  late  Lord  Chancellor 
Yorke,  dcfiring  a  lift  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  works,  ' 

Nov.  10,  1769. 

“  Dear  Sir,  I  had  the  honour 
and  pleafure  of  a  letter  from  you 
yefterday.  Though  I  never  fee 
you,  and  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  my  life  have  been  little  and 
fcarce  at  all  known  to  you,  yet  I 
confefs,  that,  from  various  happy 
circumftances  of  private  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  public  principles,  1  have 
always  refpeded  and  loved  you  as  a 
friend,  and  felt  that  relation,  by 
your  attention  and  goodnefs,  to  be 
reciprocal. 

‘‘  As  to  your  father,  the  late  ex¬ 
cellent  Bifhop,  I  can  lament  with 
that  ancient  writer,  who  faid, 
gilium  nunquam  njidi  *  :  but  his  me¬ 
morable  and  great  name  is  paft, 
beyond  the  fhort  date  of  human 
life,  into  the  annals  and  venera¬ 
tion  of  pofterity.  I  look  up  to 
him  as  a  good  and  wife  being  far 
above  us.  This  made  me  ambi¬ 
tious  to  trace  his  footfteps ;  and 
though  not  unverfed  in  the  hiftory 
of  his  life  and  writings,  yet  anx¬ 
ious  to  fecure  fome  catalogue  of 
his  tradls,  that  I  might  catcjr  when 
I  faw,  and  read  when  I  had  caught 
them;  I  fhall  be  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  lift. 

“  Your  defcriptlon  of  N - Is  f 

entertained  me.  Plelluo  librorum,  I 
fuppofe,  from  the  ftrength,  depth. 


*  Ovid,  the  writer  here  meant,  fays,  Virgilium  tantum  njidi.  Pope  fays  the 
fame  thing  ot  Dryden,  and  Dryd«n  of  Milton. 

'j*  LL.  D.  of  Trinity-Hall,  Cambridge,  from  whence  he  was  expelled  for 
ftealing  books  from  the  Univerfity  library,  &c.  He  wrote  the  lives  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  Biograph.  Britann.  figned  P.  In  one  of  them  (that  oL  Dr, 
Jofeph  Smith)  was  a  letter  fiom  Sir  q^homas  Hanmer,  reflefling  on  Bifhop 
Warburton,  in  regard  to  Shakeipeare,  which  the  Bifhop  prevailed  on  the 
proprietors  to  cancel.  But  feme  time  after  the  caftrated  ftieet  was  publifhed 
fepaiately,  by  N— — Is,  on  his  lordftiip  lefufing  to  give^this  literary  Cerberus 
a  proper  fop. 


/ 


and 
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and  Ieger»de-main  of  his  cafTock. 
One  oi  chat  name  (if  I  miftake 
not)  a  few  years  ago  was  a  famous 
book-fteaier  in  libraries,  convided 
at  the  Old- Bailey,  and  perhaps 
ROW  returned  from  tranfportation. 
iSJothing  is  fo  natural  as  that  a  fe« 
Ion  book-ftealer  fhould  turn  hire¬ 
ling  panegyrift,  or  felon  libeller, 
in  his  regenerate  Hate.  It  is  a  vie- 
tempjycbojis  devoutly  to  be  expell¬ 
ed.  And  let  me  add,  that  it  com¬ 
pletes  the  ridicule  and  infamy  of 
modern  didlionary  -  writing,  that 
he  fliould  be  the  editor,  and  (as 
you  fay)  even  the  Procrulles  of 
your  father’s  life. —  In  fhort,  quo- 
cunque  mvdo^  do  juftice  to  your  ex¬ 
cellent  father;  “  give  the  Helluo  a 
dinner,  and  fit  Hill,’’  as  I  know, 
you  love  to  do. 

“  Lord  Hardvvicke  is  not  in 
town,  but  very  well,  and  always 
yours.  Dr.  Birch  is  as  much  alive 
as  ever.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
faithful,  &c. 

C.,  Yorke.” 

And  in  another  letter,  dated 
-Dec.  26,  1769,  (not  a  month  be¬ 
fore  his  much  lamented  death !) 
Mr,  Y.  fays,  “  As  to  your  friend 

K - Is,  1  am  right  (it  feems)  in 

my  man,  nor  quite  out  as  to  his 
tranfportation.  The  truth  is,  that 
having  formerly  been  liable  to  be 
tranfported  by  fentence  of  law,  he 
tranfported  hirnfelf  into  foreign 
parts  for  fear  of  the  law. — 1  hope 
you  will  carry  your  point  for  a  de¬ 
cent  article. 

*  Article  Hoadly,  p.  Ixlii, 
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This  point  was  effedlually  car« 
ried  (as  mentioned  above)  ;  and 
Dr.  H.  afterwards  prefixed  this  ar¬ 
ticle  to  a  complete  edition  of  his 
(  father’s  works,  in  3  voJs.  folio, 
which  he  publilhed  in  1773?  with 
a  dedication  to  bis  Majefty.  It  re¬ 
mains  only  to  add,  that  he  died  at 
St.  Mary’s,  March  16,  1776,  in. 
the  65th  year  of  his  age,  and  that 
“  here  the  family  and  name  of 
Hoadly  i^as  he  hirnfelf  has  observ¬ 
ed  *)  feem  to  have  an  end,”  no 
male  now  remaining  of  that  nu¬ 
merous  flock,  though  the  Bilhop’s 
grandfather  (chaplain  .of  Ediri* 
burgh  caflie)  had  twelve  children, 
his  father  (maker  of  Norwich- 
fchool)  ten,  and  his^  uncle  John 
(rcdtor  of  Haliiead,  Kent)  five. 

As  a  fmall  inflarice  of  our  au¬ 
thor’s  talent  for  humour,  we  fhall 
clofe  this  account  with  a  parody 
on  Addifon’s  concluding  fimile,  in 
the  4th  a£l  of  Cato. 

“  So  from  on  high,  where  Grub-kreet’s 
garrets  Hand, 

Sudden  th’  impetuous  hawking  race 
defcend  ; 

Bawl  down  the  ftreets,  the  lift’ning 
alleys  I'care, 

Till,  propp’d  upon  their  mops,  the 
cook-maids  flare. 

Th’  affrighted  Abigail,  with  wild  T 
furprize,  I 

Hears  muiders  and  laft  fpeeches  fill  I 
the  fkies,  | 

And,  by  the  frontifpiece  deluded  I 
— buys  t*”  j 

To  the  foregoing  memoirs  may 
he  added  a  parody  on  another 

Simile, 


4  The  original  is  as  follows  : 

**  So  wlicre  our  wide  Niimidian  wakes  extend. 
Sudden  th’  impetuous  hurricanes  defcend, 

Wheel  through  the  air,  in  circling  eddies  play, 
Tear  up'the  lands,  and  fwecp  whole  plains  away<^ 
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Simile,  In  the  manner  of  the  laft,  write  as  pretty  things,  but  to  bring 
there  being  fufficient  reafon  toi  them  in  properly  and  judicioufly— 
confider  it  as  the  produ6lion  of  the;  hie  labor,  hoc  opus,  Facilis  defeen^ 
fame  ingenious  .writer,  in  his  ju-  fus — your  donun-hill  nuork  is  eafy, 
venile  years.  but  your  hills  are  choak-jades. 


Fh^dra  and  Hippolitus,  A6l  II. 

Conclufion. 

So,  when  bright  Venus  yielded  up  her 
charms, 

The  bleft  Adonis  langulOiM  in  her 
arms  ; 

His  idle  horn  on  fragrant  myrtles  hung. 

His  arrows  Icatter’d,  and  his  bow  un- 
hiung. 

Oblcure  in  coverts  lie  his  dreaming 
hounds, 

And  bay  the  fancy’d  boar  with  feeble 
founds  5 

For  nobler  fports  he  quits  the  favage 
fields, 

And  all  the  hero  to  the  lover  yields. 

Parody. 

So,  when  bright  Abigail  refign’d  her 
charms, 

The  happy  Curate  languifh’d  in  her 
arms  ; 

His  unbi  ufh’d  beaver  on  the  floor  was 
toft. 

His  notes  were  fcatter’d,  and  his  bible 
loft. 

In  ale-houfe  hid  his  dreaming  clerk 
was  found. 

And  rear’d  the  fancy’d  ftave  with  fee¬ 
ble  found  : 

For  nobler  flieets  his  concordance  he 
leaves, 

And  all  tlie  parfon  te  the  lover  gives. 

And  fo  on — "  the  butter-wo¬ 
man’s  rank  to  market,”  as  Shake- 
fpear  fays.  Nothing  fo  eafy  to 


And  ’tis  with  whip  and  fpur  the  race 
is  won. 

/ 

Let  it  be  added,  that  Lillo’s 
Arden  of  FenjerJham  was  revifed 
and  much  improved  by  Dr.  Joha 
Hoadiy  ;  and  that  The  Su/picious 
Hujhand  is  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
much  indebted  to  the  fame  hand. 
When  the  Bifliop  mentioned  this 
performance,  he  always  called  it 
his  Jon^ s  thing,  or  the  thing  which, 
his  fon  wrote. 

A. 


Recent  Account  of  the  Perfon  filed, 
in  England,  The  Pretender; 
and,  in  Rome,  II  Re,  or  The 
King.  From  Letters  from  Italy, 
by  a  Lady  (Mrs,  Miller),  lately 
publijhed. 

7th  of  Jan.  at  night. 
Told  you  in  this  letter  that 
we  palled  part  of  (yefterday) 
evening  at  the  Duchefs  of  Brac- 
ciano’s ;  as  we  were  there  early, 
before  much  company  was  arrived, 
(he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  enter  into 
a  particular  converfation  w?th  me. 
We  were  feated  on  a  fofa,  when 
one  of  the  gentlemen  in  waiting 
entered,  and  announced  “  II  Re.’” 
As  there  were  many  rooms  to  pafs 


Th’  affrighted  traveller,  with  wild  furprife,  ^ 

Sees  the  dry  defert  all  around  him  rife,  L 

And,  bury’d  in  the  dufty  whirlwind,  dies.”  ' 

Smit  with  the  love  of  rhyme,”  the  great  Addifon,  we  fee,  could  rot  refill 
the  temptation  of  tagging  his  a^tsj  an  abfurdity  now  exploded.  Philips  has 

been  betrayed  into  the  fame,  ,  ^ 

'  ^  before 
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before  tliis  perfonage  could  appear, 
fhe  feized  that  opportunity  to  de¬ 
lire  me  upon  no  account  to  fpeak 
to,  or  take  the  leaft  notice  of  him, 
as  it  was  not  only  what  flie  infilled 
upon  in  her  houfe,  but  that  it  was 
the  Pope’s  delire  that  no  llranger, 
particularly  Englilh,  Ihould  hold 
any  converfation  with  him.  I  af- 
fured  her  my  principles  were  dia¬ 
metrically  oppolite  to  thofe  of  the 
Stuart  family  and  their  party ;  ad¬ 
ding  more  of  the  like  fort ;  but  I 
concluded  with  faying,  that,  if  he 
fpoke  to  me,  I  could  not,  as  a 
gentlewoman,  refrain  from  anfwer- 
ing  him,  confidering  him  only  in 
the  light  of  a  gentleman,  and 
Should  treat  him  as  I  would  do  any 
other  foreigner  or  native,  with 
that  general  civility  requilite  on 
fuch  occalions ;  Ihe  hill  infihed 
upon  my  not  anfwering,  Ihould  he 
'  fpeak  to  me,  with  which  I  refufed 
to  comply  ;  I  think  I  was  right : 
my  reafons  were  thefe ;  I  knew 
before,  that  no  gentlemen  of  the 
Britilh  empire  make  themfelves 
known  to  him,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  avoid  it,  except  fuch  as  de¬ 
clare  themfelves  difalFeded  to  the 
prefent  royal  family  ;  at  leaft,  fo 
it  is  underftood  at  Rome.  I  had 
alfo  heard,  that  he  politely  avoided 
cmbarrafling  them  by  throwing 
himfelf  in  their  way  :  but,  as  I  am 
not  a  man,  it  ftruck  me  as  very  ri¬ 
diculous  for  me,  a  woman,  not  to 
reply  to  the  Pretender,  if  he  fpoke 
to  me,  as  fuch  a  caution  would  bear 
the  appearance  of  palling  myfelf 
for  being  of  political  confequence  ; 
added  to  thefe  conliderations,  1  had 
great  curiolity  to  fee  him,  and 
hear  him  fpeak. — But  to  return  : 
he  entered,  and,  bowing  very  po- 
^  litely  to  the  company,  advanced 
to  the  individual  fopha  on  which 


I  was  placed  with  the  Duchefs  of 
Bracciano,  and  feated  himfelf  by 
me,  having  previoully  made  me  a 
particular  bow,  which  I  returned 
with  a  low  curtfey  ;  he  endeavoured 
to  enter  into  converfation  with 
me,  which  he  elFedted  by  addref- 
fing  himfelf  equally  to  the  Duchefs, 
another  lady,  and  myfelf  5  at  lalf 
he  addrelfed  me  in  particular,  and 
alked  me  how  many  days  lince  my 
arrival  at  Rome,  how  long  I  Ihould 
ftay,  and  feveral  fuch  queftions. 
This  converfation  pafled  in  French 
— what  diftrefied  me  was  how  to 
ftyle  him — I  had  but  a  moment  for 
relieftion  ;  it  ftruck  me  that  Mon 
Prince  (though  the  common  ap¬ 
pellation,  (as  in  Franck)  to  every 
ftranger  whofe  rank  as  a  prince  is 
the  moft  dubious)  would  not  come 
well  from  me,  as  it  might  admit 
of  a  double  fenfe  in  an  uncandid 
mind — Highnefs  was  equally  im¬ 
proper  ;  lb  I  hit  upon  what  I 
thought  a  middle  courfe,  and  called 
him  Mon  Seigneur.  I  wilhed  to 
Ihorten  the  converfation,  for  all  on 
a  fudden  he  faid,  “  Speak  Englilh, 
Madam.”  Before  I  could  reply, 
the  Duchefs  of  Monte  Libretti 
came  up,  and  pulled  me  by  the 
lleeve  :  1  went  with  her  to  a  card- 
table,  at  which  Ihe  was  going  to 
play  :  I  declined  playing,  not  be¬ 
ing  perfedl  in  the  games ;  befides, 
you  know  1  hate  cards.  At  my 
departure,  I  took  leave  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Bracciano  (agreeable  to 
the  cullom)  and  the  Chevalier, 
who  played  at  her  table,  officioully 
civil,  rofe  up,  and  wifned  me  a 
good  night.  He  is  naturally  above 
the  middle  lize,  but  ftoops  excef- 
lively  ;  he  appears  bloated  and  red 
in  the  face,  his  countenance  heavy 
and  lleepy,  which  is  attributed  to 
his  having  given  into  excefs  of 

drinking ; 
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drinking ;  but,  when  a  young 
man,  he  muft  have  been  efteemed 
handforae.  His  complexion  is  of 
the  fair  tint,  his  eyes  blue,  his 
hair  light  brown,  and  the  contour 
of  his  face  a  long  oval  ;  he  is  by 
no  means  thin,  has  a  noble  pre¬ 
fence,  and  a  graceful  manner  :  his 
drefs  was  fcarlet,  laced  with  a  broad 
gold  lace ;  he  wears  the  blue  rib¬ 
band  outlide  of  his  coat,  from 
which  depends  a  cameo  (antique) 
as  large  as  the  palm  of  my  hand; 
and  wears  the  fame  garter  and 
motto  as  thofe  of  the  noble  order 
of  St.  George  in  England  :  upon 
the  whole,  he  has  a  melancholic, 
mortified  appearance.  Two  gen¬ 
tlemen  conllantly  attend  him  ;  they 
are  of  Irilh  extradion,  and  Roman 
Catholics  you  may  be  fare.  This 
evening,  after  quitting  the  Cardi¬ 
nal’s,  we  were  at  the  Princefs  Pa- 
iedrine’s  converfazione,  where  he 
was  alfo.  He  addrelTed  me  as  po¬ 
litely  as  the  evening  before.  The 
Princefs  defired  me  to  fit  by  her ; 
ihe  played  with  him  :  he  alked 
me,  if  I  underltood  the  game  of 
Tarrocchi,  (what  they  were  about 
to  play  at)  ;  I  anfwered  in  the  ne¬ 
gative ;  upon  which,  taking  the 
pack  in  his  hands,  he  defired  to 
know  if  I  had  ever  feen  fuch  odd 
cards  :  I  replied  that  they  were 
very  odd  indeed  :  he  then,  dif- 
playing  them,  faid,  Here  is  every 
thing  in  the  world  to  be  found  in 
thefe  cards,  the  fun,  the  moon,  the 
ftars  ;  and  here,  fays  he,  ((hewing 
me  a  card)  is  the  Pope;  here  is 
the  devil,  (and  added)  there  is  but 
one  of  the  trio  wanting,  and  you 
know  who  that  fhould  be.”  I  was 
fo  amazed,  fo  aflocifhed,  though 
he  fpoke  this  lall  in  a  laughing, 
good-humoured  manner,  that  1  did 
not  know  which  way  to  look ; 
and  as  to  a  reply,  I  made  none. 
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but  avoided  cultivating  converfa- 
tion  as  much  as  poffible,  lell  he 
fhould  give  our  converfation  a  po¬ 
litical  turn.  What  pafled  after¬ 
wards  was  relative  to  fome  of  the 
Englifh  manners  and  arnufements; 
fuch  as,  whether  whill  was  in  fa- 
fhion  at  London,  the  affemblies 
numerous.  See.  I  was  heartily  glad 
when  my  vifit  was  finifhed. 


^  brief  Account  of  that  excellent 
Critic,  the  late  Mr.  Jerry  Mark- 
land.  By  an  anonymous  Hand', 
<with  an  Addition  by  AcadEaMI- 
cus. 

/T  R.  Jeremiah  Markland,  who 
TvX  Jii^y  7>  177^*  at  Mil- 
ton,  near  Dorking,  in  Surry,  was 
one  of  the  mod  learned  fcholars, 
and  penetrating  critics  of  the  age. 
He  became  fird  publicly  known  by 
his  “  Epidola  Critica,”  addrefled 
to  Bifhop  Hare.  In  this  he  gave 
many  proofs  of  extenfive  erudition  ’ 
and  critical  fagacity.  He  after¬ 
wards  publifhed  an  edition  of  Sta¬ 
tius,  fome  plays  of  Euripides,  and 
adided  Dr.  Taylor  in  his  edi¬ 
tions  of  Lyfias  and  Demodhenes, 
by  the  notes  which  he  communi¬ 
cated  CO  him.  He  has  alfo  very 
happily  elucidated  fome  palTages  in 
the  New  Teftament,  which  may 
be  found  in  Mr.  Bowyer’s  edition 
of  it  ;  and  was  author  of  a  very 
valuable  volume  of  remarks  on  the 
epidles  of  Cicero  to  Brutus ;  and 
of  an  excellent  little  treatife  under 
the  title  of  Quaedio  Grammatica. 
He  was  not  more  valued  for  his 
univerfal  reading,  than  beloved 
for  the  excellence  of  his  heart,  and 
primitive  fimplicity  of  manners. 
He  was  educated  in  Chrid’s  Hof- 
pital.  Of  the  fame  royal  found¬ 
ation  were  Jodiua  Barnes,  of  Em¬ 
manuel  College,  Ca.mbridge,.  the 

celebrated 
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celebrated  Gr^ek  ProfefTor,  am  1 
the  late  Dr.  Jurin,  equally  eminen  t 
for  his  IkiH  in  phvfic,  and  the  fub-- 
Jimer  parts  of  mathematics. — Mr,. 
Markland  was  born  in  Auguil  1692, . 
He  was  one  of  the  twelve  children 
of  the  Rev.  Ralp^i  Markland,  and 
has  left  four  furviving  fillers,  the 
youngeft  of  whom  is  yo,  and  ano¬ 
ther  of  them  is  mother  to  the  pre- 
fent  Sir  Robert  Foley,  Bart.  For 
more  than  20  years  paft  he  lived. 
almoil;  fequeftered  from  the  world 
in  the  little  village  of  Milton,  near 
Dorking,  where  the  aged  and  the 
needy  have  ioil  a  moil  generous  be¬ 
nefactor.  His  remains  were  depo« 
fited  in  Dorking  church,  whither,, 
by  his  own  defire,  he  was  carried 
by  fix  of  his  poor  neighbours. 


The  foregoing  hrief  account  of 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Markland,  might  be 
fomewhat  enlarged  by  a  reprefent- 
ation  of  his  incomparable  Annota¬ 
tions  upon  Maximus  Tyrius>  which, 
were  printed  in  Dr.  Davis’s  fecond 
edition  of  that  author  in  1740,  4to. 
under  the  care  of  the  very  learned 
profefibr  Ward.  Mr.  Markland 
has,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  reader 
prefixed  to  them,  demon ft'rated  the 
truth  of  his  difcover/,,  that  Maxi¬ 
mus  had  him fel f  publ;  filed  two  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  work  ;  a  difcovery 
fufficient  to  immortalize  the  name 
of  this  eminent  crif'ic,  had  he  done 
nothing  elfe  in  the  republic  of  let¬ 
ters.  To  him  we;  alfo  owe  the 
many  additions^’  to  Arnald’s 
Commentary  upon  the  Book  of 
Wifdom,’^  notice  d  at  the  end  of  the 
A  uthor’s  preface  ,  in  the  zd  edition, 
1760,  Academicus. 


Siunw  Account  of  t  he  Life  and  IV rif- 
ings  of  the  lilts  Mr,  Benjamin 
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Stillingfleet.  By  a  GentU?nan 
<who  fubferibes  himfelf  J.  C  ; 
an  Addition  by  Academicus. 

SIR. 

Have  often  been  much  con¬ 
cerned  that  none  of  the  friends 
of  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin  Stilling¬ 
fleet  have  favoured  the  public  with 
any  particulars  of  his  life,  to  per¬ 
petuate  tlie  memory  of  that  amiable 
and  fenfible  gentleman.  J  have 
therefore  thrown  together  the  fol¬ 
lowing  noiices,  in  hopes  of  induc¬ 
ing  forne  better  qualified  perfon  to 
do  him  more  ample  juftice. 

He  was  grandfon  of  the  well- 
known  Bilhop  of  Worceiter.  His 
father  Edward  was  Fellow  of  St. 
John’s  College  in  Cambridge, 
F.R.S.  M.  n.  and  Grefiiam  Pro- 
feflbr  of  Phyfic  :  but  marrying  in 
1692,  he  loll  his  lucrative  offices, 
and  his  father’s  favour  :  a  misfor¬ 
tune  that  affecled  both  himfelf  and 
his  pofterity.  However,  going  into 
orders,  he  obtained,  by  his  father’s 
means,  the  living  of  Newington- 
Butts,  which  he  immediately  ex¬ 
changed  for  thofe  of  Wood-Nor- 
ton  and  Swanton  in  Norfolk.  He 
died  in  1708. 

Benjamin,  his  only  fon,  was 
educated  at  Norwich  fc^ool,  which 
he  left  in  1720,  with  the  charadler 
of  an  excellent  fcholar.  He  then 
went  to  Trinity- College  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  at  the  requeft  of  Dr.  Bent¬ 
ley,  the  mafter,  who  had  been  pri¬ 
vate  tutor  to  his  father,  domeflic 
chaplain  to  his  grandfather,  and 
much  indebted  to  the  family.  Here 
he  was  a  candidate  for  a  fellowfhip  ; 
but  was  rejedled  by  the  mailer’s 
influence.  This  was  a  fevere  and 
unexpedled  difappointment ;  and 
but  little  alleviated  afterwards  by 
the  dodor’s  apology,  that  it  was  s' 
pity  that  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Stil- 
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lingfleet’s  parts  fhould  be  buried 
within  the  walls  of  a  college. 

Perhaps,  however,  this  ingrati¬ 
tude  of  Dr.  Bentley  was  not  ot  any 
real  dilTervicc  to  Mr.  Stillingfleet. 
By  being  thrown  into  the  world, 
he  formed  many  honourable  and 
valuable  conne£lions.  He  dedi¬ 
cated  (bme  tranfablions  of  Linnaeus 
to  the  late  Lord  Lyttelton,  partly, 
he  fays,  from  motives  of  private 
refpedt  and  honour.  The  prefent 
Lord  Barrington  gave  him,  in  a 
very  polite  manner,  the  place  of 
the  mafter  of  the  barracks  at  Ken- 
iington  ;  a  favour  to  which  Mr. 
Stillingfleet,  in  the  dedication  of 
his  Calendar  of  Flora  to  that  no¬ 
bleman,  alludes  with  equal  polite- 
nefs,  as  well  as  with  the  warmell 
gratitude.  His  Calendar  of  Flora 
was  formed  at  Stratton  in  Norfolk, 
in  the  year  1755?  at  the  hofpitable 
feat  of  his  very  worthy  and  inge¬ 
nious  friend  Mr.  Marll^am,  who 
had  made  feveral  obfervations  of 
that  kind,  and  had  communicated 
to  the  public  his  curious  obferva¬ 
tions  on  the  growth  of  Trees.  But 
it  was  to  Mr.  Wyndham,  of  Fel- 
brig  in  Norfolk,  that  he  appears 
to  have  had  the  greateft  obliga¬ 
tions  :  he  travelled  abroad  with 
him  ;  fpent  much  of  his  time  at 
his  houfe  ;  and  was  appointed  one 
of  his  executors  (Mr.  Garrick,  I 
think,  was  another),  with  a  con- 
fiderable  addition  to  an  annuity 
which  that  gentleman  had  fettled 
upon  him  in  his  life-time. 

Mr.  Stillingfleet's  genius  feems, 
if  we  may  judge  from  his  works,  to 
have  led  him  principally  to  the 
Itudy  of  natural  hiltory,  which  he 
profecuted  as  an  ingenious  philofo- 
pher,  an  ufeful  citizen,  and  a  good 
man.  In  this  walk  of  learning  he 
mentions,  as  his  friends.  Dr.  Wat- 
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fon,  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Solander,  Mr. 
Hudfon,  Mr.  Brice  of  Foxley,  and 
fome  others  :  and  I  have  heard,  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Pennant  acknow¬ 
ledge  many  obligations  to  him. 
Nor  can  I  omit  the  flattering  men¬ 
tion  which  the  late  Mr.  Gray 
makes  of  him  in  one  of  his  letters, 
dated  from  London  in  1761.  I 
have  lately  made  an  acquaintance 
with  this  philofopher,  who  lives  in 
a  garret  here  in  the  winter,  that 
he  may  fupport  fome  near  relations 
who  depend  upon  him.  He  is  al¬ 
ways  employed,  confequently  (ac¬ 
cording  to  my  old  maxim)  always 
happy,  always  cheerful,  and  feems 
to  me  a  very  worthy  heneft;  man. 
His  prefent  fcheme  is  to  fend  fome 
perfons,  properly  qualified,  to  re- 
fide  a  year  or  two  in  Attica,  to 
make  themfelves  acquainted  with, 
the  climate,  productions,  and  na¬ 
tural  hillory  of  the  country,  that 
we  may  underftand  Ariflotle,  Thco- 
phraftus,  &c.  who  have  been  Hea¬ 
then  Greek  to  us  for  fo  many  ages  ; 
and  this  he  has  got  propofed  to 
Lord  Bute,  no  unlikely  perfon  to 
put  it  in  execution,  as  he  is  himfelf 
a  botaniii:.^* 

I  know  not  whether  Mr.  Stil- 
lingfleet  has  publilhed  any  thing  ia 
this  way,  except  a  volume  of  raif- 
cellaneous  tracts,  which  is  in  much 
efteem,  and  does  great  honour  toTis 
head  and  heart.  They  are  chiefly 
tranflations  of  fome  elTays  in  the 
Amccnitates  Academics,  publiflied 
by  Linneeus,  interfperfed  with  fome 
obfervations  and  additions  of  his 
own.  In  this  volume  he  thews  alfa 
a  tafle  for  claflical  learning,  and 
entertains  us  with  fome  elegant 
poetical  efl'uflons  of  his  own.  But 
his  on  Con‘verfation ^  publilhed 

in  the  firfl  volume  of  Dodiley’s 
LolhSion  of  Poems ^  entitles  him  rc? 
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a  diftinguifhed  rank  among  our 
Englifh  poets.  And  I  am  the  ra¬ 
ther  pleafed  at  bein^  able  to  view 
him  in  this  light,  as  fome  perfons 
have  alFefted  to  defpife  the  ftudy 
of  natural  hiftory  (particularly  fome 
of  the  more  minute  parts  of  it)  as 
beneath  the  character  of  a  gentle¬ 
man,  and  rarely  engaged  in  but  by 
perfons  of  inferior  and  unpolilhed 
onderflandings.  This  poem  is  ad- 
drelTed  to  Mr.  Wyndham,  with  all 
that  warmth  of  friendfhip  which 
diitinguilhes  Mr.  Stillingfleet.  As 
it  is  chiefly  didaflic,  it  does  not 
admit  of  fo  many  ornaments  as 
fome  compofitions  of  other  kinds. 
However,  it  contains  much  good- 
fenfe,  fhews  a  confiderable  know¬ 
ledge  of  mankind,  and  has  feveral 
paffages  that  in  point  of  harmony 
and  eafy  veNificaiion  would  not 
difgrace  the  writings  of  our  mod 
admired  poets.  Here  more  than 
once  Mr.  Stillingfleet  fiews  him- 
felf  dill  fore  from  Dr.  Bentley’s 
cruel  treatment  of  him  ;  and  to¬ 
wards  the  beautiful  and  moral  clofe 
of  it  (where  I  think  he  gives  us  a 
iketch  of  himfelf),  feems  to  hint 
at  a  mortification  of  a  more  deli¬ 
cate  nature,  which  he  is  faid  to 
have  fuft'ered  from  the  other  fex. 

To  thefe  difappointments  it  was 
perhaps  owing  that  Mr.  Stiljing- 
fleet  neither  married,  nor  went  into 
orders.  His  London  refidence  was 
at  a  fadler’s  in  Piccadilly,  where  he 
died  in  1771,  aged  above  70,  leav¬ 
ing  feveral  valuable  papers  behind 
him,  none  of  which,  i  believe,  have 
been  printed.  He  was  buried  in 
St.  James’s  church,  without  the 
flighted  monument  of  his  having 
exided.  Thefe  poithuraous  tributes 
are  indeed  unavailing  to  the  dead  ; 
but  footh,  however,  the  regret  of 
the  living,  and  therefore  1  fome- 
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what  wonder,  that  none  of  the 
gentlemen  who  greatly  valued  him, 
fhould  have  indulged  their  own 
grief  by  at  lead  fome  flender  me¬ 
morial  of  their  affedlion  for  him. 

j.C. 

To  the  above  account  of  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Stilling¬ 
fleet,  may  be  added  a  fmall  8vo. 
anonymous  pamphlet,  publifhed 
about  1733,  intitled,  “  Some 
Thoughts  concerning  Happinefs 
though  it  is  not  noticed  by  ProfefTor 
Ward  in  p.  283  of  the  Lives  of 
the  ProfefTors  of  Grefham  -  Col¬ 
lege,”  where  Mr.  Stillingfleet  is 
mentioned  as  an  author. — Gent, 
Mag, 

Academicus* 


Memoirs  of  the  late  Mr.  Peter  Col¬ 
lin  fon,  Felloe  of  the  Royal  So-, 
ciety,and  the  Society  of  Antiquaries ^ 
in  London  ;  and  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
cieties  of  Berlin  and  Upfal, 

The  fatisfa6lion  arifing  from 
the  view  of  a  life  continu¬ 
ally  employed  in  commendable  pur- 
fuits,  and  in  a6ls  of  lading  and 
extendve  utility,  is  not  a  fmall  one. 
We  participate  afrefh  in  every  fo- 
cial  adlion  of  the  friend  whom  we 
loved  whild  living,  and  pay  that 
tribute  to  his  name,  which  love 
and  friendfhip  demand— a  grateful 
and  honourable  remembrance. 

The  jud  edeem  which  Mr.  Peter 
Collinfon  had  acquired,  among 
the  chief  promoters  of  natural  hif- 
tory  in  mod  parts  of  the  world, 
and  among  men  of  cnderdanding 
in  general,  in  every  part  of  ufeful 
fcience  ;  mud  render  any  apology 
unnecefTary  for  exhibiting  fome 
account  of  him. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Peter  Collinfon  was  the 
great  grandfon  of  Peter  Collinfon, 
who  lived  on  his  paternal  edate, 
called  Hugal-Hall,  near  Winder- 
mere  Lake,  ten  miles  from  Kendal 
in  Weftmoreland.  He  was  born 
in  the  year  1693,  and  whilft  a 
youth  he  difcovered  a  Ifrong  at¬ 
tachment  to  natural  hihory.  In¬ 
fers,  and  their  feveral  metamor- 
phofes,  employed  many  of  thofe 
hours,  which  at  his  time  of  life 
are  moftly  fpent  by  others  in  very 
different  purfuits.  Plants  iikewife 
engaged  his  attention  ;  he  began 
early  to  make  a  colledlion  of  dried 
fpecimens,  and  had  accefs  to  the 
bed  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London,  in  the  year  1740  he 
was  confidered  among  thofe  who 
were  bed:  acquainted  with  botany 
and  natural  hitlory  in  England — 
his  collection  was  very  large — the 
fpecimens  vvelUcholen — his  botanic 
garden  contained  many  curious 
plants  not  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other;  and  the  number  of  iuch 
kept  increafing  to  the  laft  period  of 
his  life. 

The  firft-rate  naturalifts  of  the 
age,  Drs.  Derham,  Woodward, 
Dale,  Lloyd,  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
.  and  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  were  among 
his  friends. -"-He  was  one  of  thofe 
few  who  viiited  Sir  Hans  at  all 
times  familiarly,  and  continued 
fo  to  do  to  the  lateit  period : — 
and  among  the  great  variety  of  ar¬ 
ticles  which  formed  his  friend’s 
fuoerb  collection,  fmall  ‘was  the 
number  of  thofe,  with  whofe  hif- 
tory  Mr.  Collinfon  was  not  well 
acquainted.  He  was  eleCled  a  fel¬ 
low  of  the  Royal  Society,  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1728,  and  was  one  of  the 
molt  diligent  and  ufeful  members 
of  that  refpeCtable  body,  not  only 
in  fupplying  them  with  many  cu- 
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rious  obfervations  himfelf^  but  id 
promoting  and  preferving  an  ex- 
tenhve  correfpondence  with  learned 
foreigners  in  all  countries,  and  oil 
every  ufeful  fubjeCt — and  thus  ex¬ 
cited  others  to  contribute  largely 
to  the  inftruClion  and  entertain¬ 
ment  of  the  focietv. 

Indeed  he  fullered  nothing  ufe¬ 
ful  in  either  art  or  fcience  to  efcape 
him. — There  were  but  few  men  of 
learning  and  ingenuity  of  all  pro- 
feilions  who  were  not  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintance —  he  acquainted  the 
learned  and  ingenious  in  diftant 
parts^  of  the  globe  with  the  difeo- 
veries  and  improvements  in  natural 
hiftory  in  this  country,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  like  information  from 
the  mod  eminent  perfons  in  almoft 
every  other.  His  correfporidence 
with  Cadvvallader  Co'den,  Efq;  of 
New  York,  and  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Franklin  of  Philadelphia,  furnifh 
many  inftafices  of  the  benefit  re- 
fulting  from  his  attention  to  all 
improvements*  '1  o  him  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin  communicated  his  firll:  effays 
on  electricity.  Their  minds  in  this 
refpeCt  were  congenial,  ever  intenc 
upon  promoting  public  good. 

Perhaps  in  fome  future  period, 
the  account  he  procured  of  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  fheep  in  Spain,  in 
refpeCl  to  their  migrations  from  the; 
mountains  to  the  plains,  and  their 
dated  returns,  may  not  be  con¬ 
fidered  among  the  lead  of  the  be¬ 
nefits  accruing  from  his  ex  ten  five 
and  inquifitive  correfpondehce. 
When  America  is  better  peo- 
pledi  the  mountainous  parts  more 
habitable,  the  plains  unloaded  of 
their  vad  foreds  and  cultivated,  the 
fined  Iheep  in  the  world  may  pofii- 
bly  cover  the  plains  of  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  the  Floridas,  in  the 
winter  months,  and  rstreat  to  the 
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mountains  as  the  fummer  heats  in- 
creafe,  and  dry  up  the  herbage. 
Probably  it  might  be  pradifed 
even  in  this  ifland  to  advantage; 
with  this  difference,  that  the 
higheft  ground  fhould  be  chofen 
for  the  winter  refidence  of  thefe 
animals,  proper  fhelter  being  made 
for  them,  and  the  wetter  low  lands 
left  for  fummer. 

Mr.  Colli n Ton con verfation  was 
chearful,  and  ufefully  entertaining 
— it  generally  turned  to  fome  in- 
tcrelling  difquifition,  or  impart¬ 
ing  fome  beneficial  information. 
With  fome  of  the  moll  eminent 
perfonages  in  the  kingdom,  as  di- 
llinguifhedby  their  taiie  in  planting 
and  horticulture  as  by  their  rank, 
he  frequently  fpent  a  few  days  at 
their  feats,  imparting  many  advan¬ 
tageous  hints  as  to  the  improve¬ 
ments  they  were  defigning.  By 
his  extenfive  obfervation  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  effeds  of  different 
methods  of  cultivation  ;  what  foil, 
what  afped  bell  fuited  different 
plants  and  trees  ;  how  bell  to  co¬ 
ver  incurable  defeds ;  how  to  im¬ 
prove  beauties,  &c. — he  often  pre¬ 
vented  young  planters  from  com¬ 
mitting  capital  millakes,  redified 
others  who  had  been  milled,  and 
prevailed  upon  many  of  his  friends, 
and  young  people  of  fortune,. to 
embark  in  thisrational  amufement, 
and  to  perfevere  in  it  greatly  to 
their  own  emolument,  and  the  lak- 
ing  advantage  to  their  country. 

Planting,  he  ufed  to  fay,  and 
gardening,  fupply  a  fund  of  enters 
tainment,  the  moll  lading  and  rea- 
fonable  of  any  occupation  in  this 
life  ;  pleafures  not  to  be  purchafed. 
The  trees  which  we  ourleives  have 
planted,  the  fruits  we  [have  raifed, 
the  plants  we  have  cultivated,  feem 
to  be  like  our  children,  a  kind  of 


new  creation  ;  their  lhade,  their 
talle,  their  fragrance,  and  their 
beauties,  affed  us  with  a  richer 
repall  than  any  others.  What  a 
pleafing  feene,  would  he  obferve, 
lies  open  to  a  young  man  offfor- 
tune  devoted  to  fuch  amufements  ! 
Each  fucceeding  year  produces  new 
fhades,  other  fruits,  freili  beauties, 
and  brings  befides  mod  certain 
profit.  To  behold  the  riling  groves, 
barrennefs  made  fertile,  our  coun¬ 
try  improved,  ourfelves  made  ufe- 
ful  and  happy,  and  poderity  en¬ 
riched!  When  on  this  favourite 
fubjedl,  a  very  natural  refledlion 
often  efcaped  him,  that  he  feldom 
knew  a  man  poffeffed  of  a  tade  for 
fuch  pleafures,  who  was  not  at  the 
fame  time  temperate  and  virtuous. 
And  indeed  he  had  a  right  to  make 
the  obfervation ;  for  he  had  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  reckoning  among  his 
mod  intimate  friends,  men  of  the 
mod  amiable  and  unblemilhed  cha- 
raflers  in  all  dations,  parties,  and 
didinclions. 

Nor  was  he  only  employed  in 
promoting  this  tade  amongd  his 
friends,  in  enlarging  their  views, 
correding  and  refining  their  judg¬ 
ment,  but  alfo  in  furnilhing  them 
with  the  means  of  increaling  their 
plantations  i'  and  it  is  but  doing 
judice  to  his  memory,  to  mention 
that  he  was  the  fird  who  introduced 
the  great  variety  of  feeds  and 
Ihrub.-,  which  are  now  the  princi¬ 
pal  ornaments  of  every  garden  ; 
and  that  it  was  owing  to  hrs  inde¬ 
fatigable  indudry,  that  fo  many 
perfons  of  the  fird  didindlion  are 
now  enabled  to  behold  groves  tranf- 
planted  from  the  wedern  continent 
flourilhing  fo  luxuriantly  in  their 
feveral  domains,  as  if  they  were  al¬ 
ready  become  indigenous  to  Britain . 

His  bufinefs  in  the  mercantile 

way 
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way  was  cKiefly  to  North-America 
and  the  Weft-Indies,  the  former 
particularly.  He  had  perufed  every 
performance  that  was  wrote  refpe6t- 
ing  the  natural  hiftory  and  pro¬ 
duce  of  all  our  own  fettlements, 
and  indeed  of  all  the  European  co¬ 
lonies  in  the  new  world.  'Ehis  en¬ 
abled  him  to  make  enquiries  after 
every  thing  that  was  curious  and 
ufeful,  and  brought  him  acquainted 
with  the  moft  intelligent  people 
who  came  over  from  America  ;  his 
enquiries  raifed  foine  curioftty  in 
thofe  countries,  and  excited  a  tafte 
for  natural  hiftory  and  botanical 
refearches.  It  perhaps  may  fafely 
be  faid,  that  every  thing  of  this 
fort  that  has  appeared  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  world,  was  chiefly  ow¬ 
ing  to  his  encouragement.  That 
eminent  naturalift,  John  Bartram, 
may  almoft  be  faid  to  have  been 
created  fuch  by  Mr.  Coilinfon’s 
afliftance  :  he  iirft  recommended 
the  colledling  of  feeds,  and  after¬ 
wards  aflifted  in  difpoflng  of  them 
in  this  country,  and  conltantly  ex¬ 
cited  him  to  perfevere  in  invefti- 
gating  the  plants  of  America, 
which  he  has  executed  with  inde¬ 
fatigable  labour,  through  a  long 
courfe  of  years,  and  with  amazing 
fuccefs. 

The  quantities  of  new  feeds  he 
received  from  America,  not  only 
fupplied  his  own  garden  with  every 
thing  that  was  curious,  but  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  the  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  others,  in  exchange,  from 
ocher  parts  of  the  globe.  He  had 
fome  correfpondents  in  almoft  every 
nation  in  Europe  ;  fome  in  Afia, 
and  even  at  Pekin  ;  who  all  tranf- 
mitted  to  him  the  moft  valuable 
feeds  they  could  colleT,  in  return 
for  the  trfeafufes  of  America.  In 
this  exchange  of  good  ofuces,  there 


is  abundant  caufe  to  believe  no 
man  ever  exceeded  him  in  refpett 
to  pundluality,  care,  or  generofuy  ; 
few  had  ever  more  intelligent  cor¬ 
refpondents,  or  fucceeded  better  ia 
enriching  this  country  v/ith  the  ve¬ 
getable  produce  of  every  ocher* 
that  could  either  add  to  its  advan¬ 
tage  or  ornament. 

The  great  Linnsus,  during  his 
reftdence  in  England,  contradled 
an  intimate  friendlhip  with  him^ 
which  was  reciprocally  increafed 
by  good  offices,  and  continued  to 
the  laft  without  any  diminution. 
Mr.  Collihfon  frequently  prompted 
the  Americans  to  purfue  improve¬ 
ments  alike  beneficial  to  themfelves 
and  to  his  country.  He  often 
urged  the  benefit,  nay  neceflity* 
of  cultivating  flax,  hemp,  wine, 
filk,  and  other  produils.  In  moft 
of  the  nothern  and  fouthern  colo¬ 
nies,  there  are  a  variety  of  native 
grapes  growing  wild  in  the  woods, 
and  thriving  among  the  trees  and 
bufties  for  their  fupporc  Thefe 
yield  fruit  in  plenty  of  different 
kinds,  and  many  of  them  capable 
of  producing  a  rich  good  wine.  It 
would  be  eafy  in  Autumn  to  colledfe 
a  fuflicient  quantity  of  the  fruit  to 
make  trial  of  the  wine.  A  few 
have-done  it  with  fuccefs,  and  the 
fault  feems  not  fo  much  in  the 
fruit,  as  want  of  tkill  or  care  in 
making  the  wine.  It  is  certainly 
now  high  time  for  the  Americans 
to  apply  themfelves  diligently  to 
cultivate  their  native  produce;  and 
the  maafures  of  adminiltration  have 
at  length  forced  them  to  do  it* 
whether  they  chofe  it  or  not. 

Ele  was  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquarians  from  its  firft  infti- 
tution,  and  fupplied  them  often  with 
many  curious  articles  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  obfervations  refpe^Iing 
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this  and  other  countries  — ^  for 
wherever  he  was,  or  however  feem» 
ingly  engaged,  nothing  efcapedhis 
notice,  if  it  appeared  likely  to  be 
ufeful  or  inftru(5live.  He  had  no 
greater  ambition  than  to  colledt 
what  knowledge  he  could,  and  to 
render  this  knowledge  fubfervient 
as  much  as  poffible  to  the  good  of 
mankind.  He  lived  many  years 
in  great]  domeftic  happinefs,  and 
his  family  took  the  fame  bias,  and 
aided  his  purfuits.  He  had  a 
pleafing  and  focial  afpe£l  —  his 
temper  open  and  communicative 
—  capable  of  feeling  for  diftrefs, 
and  ready  to  relieve.  He  rofe  very 
early,  and  whild  in  the  country, 
his  time  was  almoft  condantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  his  garden,  obferving 
and  affifling  the  operations  of  na¬ 
ture,  or  in  the  lludy  of  other  parts 
of  phyfical  knowledge,  which  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  health  and  pleafurci 

He  was  fond  of  fruit  to  an  ex¬ 
treme,  and  of  flowers  a  perpetual 
admirer  :  he  was  feldom  without 
them  in  his  houfe,  frona  the  early 
fnovvdrop  to  the  autumn  cyclamen. 
He  would  often  relate  with  plea- 
fure  the  aftonilhing  advancement 
made  in  his  time  in  horticulture  ; 
gave  inftances  of  many  plants, 
which  at  their  flrfl:  introduction 
would  not  bear  our  winters  without 
iheltcr,  and  now  endured  almofl: 
our  hardeft  froils ;  fo  that  foreigners 
flood  amazed  at  the  pow'er  of  vege¬ 
tation  in  this  country,  and  the 
happy  temperature  we  enjoy,  not- 
wiihflanding  the  unmerited  mur¬ 
murs  of  the  unthinking  and  inju¬ 
dicious,  againfl  a  climate  the  mofl; 
favourable  of  all  others  to  the  real 
happinefs  of  mankind. 

He  hath  left  behind  him  a  vafl: 
treafure  of  dried  fpecimens  of 
plants,  and  in  Ipite  of  repeated 
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and  cruel  depredations  on  his  gar* 
den,  whereby  he  loft  a  multitude  of 
valuable  plants  and  flirubs,  and  had 
many  others  deftroyed  by  the  vil¬ 
lains  in  the  a6l  of  plunder,  he  has 
neverthelefs  left  a  fmall  treafure  of 
rare  plants,  in  greater  perfeCfion 
than  can  be  feen  perhaps  in  any 
other  fpot. 

Excepting  fome  attacks  of  the 
gout,  in  general  he  enjoyed  perfeCt 
health,  and  great  equality  of  fpi- 
rits  ;  bearing  thofe  trials  which 
are  incident  to  man  with  fortitude 
and  refignation* 

In  fuch  a  courfe  he  arrived  at 
his  75th  year;  when  being  on  a 
vifit  to  Lord  Petre,  in  Eflfex,  for 
whom  he  had  a  Angular  regard,  he 
was  feized  wdth  a  total  fupprcifion. 
of  urine,  which  baffling  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  relieve  it,  proved  fatal  on 
the  nth  of  Auguft  1768,  and  de¬ 
prived  his  family,  his  friends,  and 
country,  of  a  man  devoted  to  their 
intereft  and  advantage.  Inclofed 
in  his  will  was  found  a  paper,  im¬ 
porting,  that  he  hoped  he  fhould 
leave  behind  him  a  good  name, 
which  he  valued  more  than  riches; 
that  he  had  endeavoured  not  to  live 
ufelefsly  ;  and  that  all  his  days  he 
conftantly  aimed  to  be  a  friend  to 
mankind.”  Such  indeed  he  was, 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  ability;  and 
he  may  juftly  be  confldered  as  a 
latent  fpring  to  many  important 
improvements,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  principal  promoters  of  natural 
hiftory  in  general,  and  of  horti¬ 
culture  in  particular,  in  the  age  in 
which  he  lived. 

Additions  to  the  abo-ve  MetnolrSy  by  & 

Gent.  *wha  Juhfcribes  hbnjelf  \  • 

MONO  Mr.  Collinfon’s  par¬ 
ticular  friends  ftands  the  name 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  to  whom 

he 
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lie  communicated  many  valuable 
particulars.  I'heir  minds  were  con¬ 
genial,  and  ever  intent  on  promot¬ 
ing  the  public  good. — The  follow¬ 
ing  letter  is  one  proof  thereof,  and 
therefore  deferves  a  place  in  your 
valuabfe  repolitory.  Y. 

To  Michael  Collinson,  Ef^. 
Dear  Sir, 

Understanding  that  an  ac- 
tount  of  our  dear  departed  friend 
Mr.  Peter  Collin fon  is  intended  to 
be  given  to  the  public,  I  cannot 
omit  exprelTing  my  approbation  of 
the  defign.  The  charafters  of  good 
men  are  exemplary,  and  often  fti- 
mulate  the  well-difpofed  to  an  imi¬ 
tation,  beneficial  to  mankind,  and 
honourable  to  themfelves.  And  as 
you  may  be  unacquainted  with  the 
following  inftances  of  his  zeal  and 
ufefulnefs  in  promoting  knowledge, 
which  fell  within  my  obfervation, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  informing 
you,  that  in  1730,  a  fubfcription 
library  being  fet  on  foot  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  he  encouraged  the  defign, 
by  making  feveral  very  valuable 
prefents  to  it,  and  procuring  others 
from  his  friends:  and  as  the  library 
company  had  a  confiderable  fum 
arifing  annually  to  be  laid  out  in 
books,  and  needed  a  judicious 
friend  in  London  to  tranfatl  the 
bulinefs  for  them,  he  voluntarily 
and  chearfully  undertook  that  fer- 
vice,  and  executed  it  for  more  than 
thirty  years  fuccelfively ;  affilting 
in  the  choice  of  books,  and  tak¬ 
ing  the  whole  care  of  colleding 
and  fhipping  them,  without  ever 
charging  or  accepting  any  consider¬ 
ation  fqr  his  trouble.  The  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  library  (greatly  owing 
to  his  kind  countenance  and  good 
advice)  encouraged  the  eretLng 
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others  in  different  places  on  the 
fame  plan  ;  and  it  is  luppofed 
there  are  now  upwards  of  thirty 
fubfifting  in  the  feveral  colonies, 
which  have  contributed  greatly  to 
the  fpreading  of  ufeful  knowledge 
in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  the 
books  he  recommended  being  all 
of  that  kind,  and  the  catalogue  of 
this  firft  library  being  much  re- 
fpe^led  and  followed  by  thofe  li¬ 
braries  that  fucceeded. 

During  the  fame  time  he  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  direftors  of  the  li¬ 
brary  the  earlielf  accounts  of  every 
new  European  improvement  in 
agriculture  and  the  arts,  and  eve¬ 
ry  philofophical  difcovery :  among 
which,  in  1745, 

account  of  the  new  German  expe¬ 
riments  in  electricity,  together  with 
a  glafs  tube,  and  fome  directions 
for  ufing  it,  fo  as  to  repeat  thofe 
experiments.  This  was  the  iirfl 
notice  I  had  of  that  curious  fubjeCt, 
which  I  afterwards  profecuted  with 
fome  diligence,  being  encouraged 
by  the  friendly  reception  he  gave 
to  the  letters  I  wrote  to  him  upon 
it.  Pleafe  to  accept  this  fmall  tef- 
timony  of  mine  to  his  memory, 
for  which  I  fhall  ever  have  the  ut- 
moft  refpeCt ;  and  believe  me,  with 
fincere  efteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
lond.  Mag,  B.  Franklin. 


Some  Account  of  the  late  celebrated 
Mr.  Fergulon, ^Dr.  Tho.Houl- 
flon,  ^ Liverpool. 

Mr.  Jarpes  Fergufon  was  born 
in  Scotland,  of  very  poor 
parents.  At  the  earliefl  age  his 
extraordinary  genius  began  to  ex¬ 
ert  itfelf.  He  hril  learned  to  read 
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by  overhearing  his  father  teach  his 
elder  brother  :  and  he  had  made 
this  acquifition  before  any  one  faf- 
pefted  it.  He  fo<m  difcovered  a 
peculiar  talle  for  mechanics,  which 
iirll  arofe  on  feein?-his  rather  ufe  a 

t3 

]ever.  He  purfued  this  iludy  a 
confiderable  length,  even  whilft 
very  young,  and  made  a  watch  in 
wood-work,  from  having  once  feen 
orjie.  As  he  had  no  inftrudor,  nor 
s.py  help  from  books,  every  thing 
be  learned  had  ail  the  merit  of  an 
original  difcovery  ;  and  fuch,  with 
infinite  joy,  he  believed  it  to  be. 
As  foon  as  his  age  would  permit, 
he  went  to  fervice,  in  which  he 
met  with  hardfhips,  which  rendered 
bis  conftitution  feeble  through  life. 
V/hlHl  he  was  fervant  to  a  farmer 
(whofe  goodnefs  he  acknowledges 
in  the  modeft  and  humble  account 
of  himfclf  which  he  prefixed  to 
bis  laft  publication)  he  frequently 
contemplated  the  fiars,  and  began 
the  Iludy  of  aflronomy,  by  laying 
down,  from  his  own  obfervations 
only,  a  celeilial  globe.  His  kind 
mailer,  obferving  thefe  marks  of 
bis  ingenuity,  procured  him  the 
countenance  and  afiifiance  of  his 
fuperiors.  By  their  help  and  iii- 
llrudions,  he  went  on  gaining  far¬ 
ther  knowledge,  and  was  fent  to 
Edinburgh.  There  he  began  to 
take  portraits,  an  employment  by 
which  he  fupported  himfelf  and 
family  for  feveral  years,  both  in 
Scotland  and  England,  whilil  he 
was  purfuing  more  ferious  Hudies. 
In  London  he  firll  publilhed  fome 
curious  allronomical  tables  and  cal¬ 
culations,  and  afterwards  gave  pub¬ 
lic  lectures  in  experimental  philo- 
fophy,  which  he  repeated  (by  fub- 
fcripcion)  in  moll  of  the  principal 
towns  in  England,  with  the  higheft 
marks  of  general  approbation.  He 
was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
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Society,  without  paying  for  ad- 
million  (an  honour  fcarcely  ever 
conferred  on  a  native)  and  bad  a 
penfion  of  50I.  per  ann.  given 
him,  unfolicited,  by  our  gracious 
king,  at  his  acceffion,  who  had  heard 
leftures  from  him.,  and  frequently 
lent  for  and  converfed  with  him  on 
curious  topics.  Ke  alio  received 
feveral  prefents  from  his  majelly, 
the  patron  of  real  merit.  To  what 
a  degree  of  confideration  Mr.  Fer- 
gufon  mounted  by  the  Itrengch  of 
his  natural  genius,  almoft  every 
one  knows.  He  was  univerfally 
confidered  as  at  the  head  of  allro- 
nomy  and  mechanics  in  this  na¬ 
tion  of  philofophers.  And  he 
might  juftly  be  llyled  felf- taught, 
or  rather  heaven-taught ;  for  in 
his  whole  life  he  had  not  above 
half  a  year’s  infirudlion  at  fchool. 
He  was  a  man  of  the  cleareft  judg¬ 
ment,  and  the  m oft  unwearied  ap¬ 
plication  to  ftudy  ;  benevolent, 
meek  and  innocent  in  his  manners 
as  a  child  ;  humble,  courteous,  and 
communicative  ;  inftead  of  pedan¬ 
try,  philofophy  feemed  to  produce 
in  him  only  diffidence  and  urbanity 
—a  love  for  mankind  and  for  his 
Maker.  His  whole  life  was  an 
example  of  refignation  and  Chrif- 
tian  piety.  He  might  be  faid  to 
be  an  enthufiaft  in  his  love  of  God, 
if  religion,  founded  on  fuch  fub- 
ffantial  and  enlightened  grounds  as 
his  was,  could  be  like  enthufiafm. 
After  a  long  and  ufeful  life,  un- 
happy  in  his  family  connedions, 
in  a  feeble  and  precarious  ftate  of 
health,  worn  out  with  ftudy,  age, 
and  infirmities,  he  was  at  length 
permitted  to  attain  "that  heaven, 
on  which  his  thoughts  and  views 
had  long  been  fixed,  and  which  is 
the  ultimate  reward  of  learning, 
virtue,  patience,  and  piety. 
Liverpool,  Nov.  20,  1776. 

Memoirs 
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Memoirs  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Ed¬ 
wards,  Fellonx}  of  the  Royal  and 
Antiquarian  Societies* 

George  Edwards  was 

born  at  Stratford,  a  hamlet 
belonging  to  Weftham,  in  Efl'ex, 
on  the  3d  of  April,  1694.  He 
palTed  fome  of  his  early  years  un¬ 
der  the  tuition  of  a  clergyman, 
named  Hewit,  who  was  then  maf- 
ter  of  a  public  fchool  at  Layton- 
Stone,  which  is  only  a  few  miles 
diftant  from  the  village  where  he 
was  born.  After  quitting  the 
fchool,  he  was  placed  with  another 
minifter  of  the  eltablilhed  church 
at  Brentwood;  and,  being  defigned 
by  his  parents  for  bufinefs,  was 
put  apprentice  to  a  tradefman  in 
Fenchurch-ltreet.  His  mailer,  not 
Jefs  dillinguifhed  for  his  llridl  re¬ 
gard  to  religion,  than  for  his  un¬ 
common  Ikill  in  the  learned  lan¬ 
guages,  treated  him  with  remark¬ 
able  kindnefs  and  civility. 

An  event  happened  about  the 
middle  of  the  term  of  his  appren- 
ticelhip,  which  it  is  necelTary  to 
mention.  Dr,  Nicholas,  a  perfon 
of  eminence  in  the  phylical  world, 
and  a  relative  of  his  mailer,  hap¬ 
pened  to  die.  His  books,  which 
were  very  numerous,  having  been 
removed  from  Covent-Garden  to 
an  apartment  then  occupied  by  our 
young  naturalill,  he  availed  him- 
felf  of  this  unexpedled  incident, 
and  palTed  all  the  leifure  of  the 
day,  and,  not  unfrequently,  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  night,  in 
turnin?  over  this  collection  of  na- 

O 

tural  hillory,  fculpture,  painting, 
allronomy,  and  antiquities. 

The  expectation  of  obtaining 
that  opulence,  which  commerce 
bellows  on  her  alfiduous  votaries, 
now  ccafed.  The  Ihop  and  the 
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Exchange  had  loft  all  their  de¬ 
lights  ;  and,  on  the  expiration  of 
his  fervitude,  he  conceived  a  defign 
to  travel  into  foreign  countries,  to 
improve  his  tafte,  and  enlarge  his 
mind. 

In  1716,  having  no  intention 
of  entering  on  bufinefs,  he  took 
Ihipping  for  Holland,  and  vifited 
moll  of  the  principal  towns  of  the 
United  Provinces,  remaining  ab- 
fent  a  month.  On  his  return,  he 
was  two  years  unemployed  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
then  went  on  board  a  fhip  bound 
to  Norway,  at  the  invitation  of  a 
gentleman,  who  was  difpofed  to  be 
his  friend,  and  whofe  nephew  was 
mailer  of  the  vclTel  in  which  he 
embarked. 

Nothing  material  occurred  on 
the  voyage,  and  they  foon  arrived 
at  the  deligned  port.  A  country 
diverlified  with  rocks  of  ftupendous 
magnitude,  and  trees  of  unfading 
verdure,  where  fome  of  the  natives 
have  fcarce  experienced  the  arts  of 
civilization,  could  not  fail  to  af¬ 
ford  novelty,  if  it  did  not  impart 
fatisfaClion  to  an  Englilhman.  I'he 
fun,  during  his  ftay,  let  only  to 
rife  ;  and  few  hours  were  allotted 
to  fleep,  either  by  him  or  his  com¬ 
pany.  Sometimes  he  wandered  on 
the  banks  of  creeks,  the  haunt  of 
fea  fowl,  and  ^  other  rude  birds, 
where  no  articulate  voice  was 
heard  ;  and,  at  other  fealons,  re¬ 
marked  the  progrefs  of  vegetation 
among  the  hills :  and  yet,  fuch  is 
the  force  of  cullom  in  the  human 
mind,  that  the  rude  inhabitant  has 
no  ambition  to  quit  his  native 
mountains,  clad  with  peroetual 
fnow,  for  the  funny  regions  of 
more  fouthern  latitudes.  Our  au¬ 
thor  frequently  experienced  among 
thefe  illiterate  people  that  hofpi- 
E  4  talicy. 
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tality,  which  flourifiies  lefs  vigo- 
roufly  in  more  civilized  countries. 

]n  his  excurfion  to  Frederick^ 
fladt,  he  was  not  didant  from  the 
thunder  of  Charles  the  XIl’s  can¬ 
non,  w'ho  at  that  time  befregcd 
Fredericklkal)  ;  where  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  monarch  flainrd  his  laurels 
by  an  ignominious  defeat,  and  was 
deprived  of  his  lite  as  well  as  his 
crowm. 

He  was  difappointed  of  vifiting 
that  country  bv  this  circumftance, 
as  the  Svvediili  army  was  particu¬ 
larly  affiduous  in  confining  ftrangers, 
and  thofe  who  could  not  give  a 
good  account  of  themfelves  when 
they  happened  to  meet  with  them. 
But,  notwithflanding  all  his  pre¬ 
caution,  he  was  confined  by  the 
Danifh  guard,  who  erroneoufly 
fuppofed  him  a  fpy  employed  by 
the  enemy  to  obtain  intelligence  of 
their  defign^.  However,  by  pro¬ 
curing  tefiimonials  of  his  inno¬ 
cence,  a  releafe  was  granted. 

In  July  he  embarked  for  Eng¬ 
land,  but  the  fhip,  on  its  arrival 
at  Scilly,  was  detained  by  contrary 
winds.  Daring  his-  confinement 
bere,  his  leifure-time  was  chiefly 
taken  up  with  fifhing,  and  fuch 
other  amufements  as  his  fifuation 
would  admit  of ;  and  he  was  not  a 
little  delighted  with  the  vaft  cliffs 
of  that  romantic  ifland,  and  the 
barfh  clamours  of  its  feathered  in¬ 
habitants.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  retired  to  his  native 
place,  where  he  fpent  the  winter  : 
but,  being  defirous'  of  vifiting 
France,  went  by  way  of  Dieppe  to 
Paris,  in  1719;  and,  having  feen 
its  curiofities,  took  a  lodging  in  a 
village  called  Greencourt,  in  the 
great  park  of  Verfailles :  but,  to 
fiis  mortification,  the  menagery, 
at  that  time,  had  no  living  crea¬ 


ture  in  it;  the  court  not  refiding 
there  in  the  king’s  minority,  the 
famous  colledlion  of  animals,  &;c, 
had  been  negledled,  and  all  dead 
or  difpei  fcd. 

The  pompous  cavalcades,  and 
expofition  of  reliques,  in  the  fe- 
verai  churches  and  religious  houfes, 
excited  his  attention  ;  and  the  la¬ 
bours  of  the  fculptor  and  painter, 
in  the  public  buildings,  claimed 
his  admiration. 

During  his  fiay  in  France,  he 
made  two  journies  of  one  hundred 
miles  each  ;  the  firft  to  Chalons  in 
Champagne,  in  May  1720  ;  the 
fecond  on  foot  to  Orleans  and 
Blois,  in  a  difguifed  habit,  with  a 
view  to  efcape  thofe  fons  of  ra¬ 
pine,  who  often  make  their  de¬ 
predations  on  travellers.  An  edidt 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  un¬ 
fortunately  iffued  to  fecure  va¬ 
grants,  in  order- to  tranfport  them 
to  America,  as  the  banks  of  the 
Mifiifippi  wanted  population  ;  and 
our  author  narrowly  efcaped  a 
wefiern  voyage. 

On  his  arrival  in  England,  Mr. 
Edwards  clofely  purfued  his  fa¬ 
vourite  itudy  of  natural  hilfory,  ap¬ 
plying  himfelf  to  drawing  and  co¬ 
louring  fuch  animals  as  fell  under 
his  notice.  A  firidl  attention  to 
natural,  more  than  pidfurefque 
beauty,  claimed  his  earliell  care: 
birds  firlf  engaged  his  particular 
attention  ;  and,  having  purchafed 
fome  of  the  bell  pidfures  of  thefe 
fubjedls,  he  was  induced  to  make 
a  few  drawings  of  his  own  ;  which 
were  admired  by  the  curious,  who 
encouraged  our  young  naturalifi  to 
proceed,  by  paying  a  good  price 
for  his  early  labours. 

Among  his  firfi;  patrons  and  be- 
nefadlors  may  be  mentioned  James 
Theobalds,  Efq;  of  Lambeth  ;  a 

gentleman 
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gentleman  zealous  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Icience.  Our  artill,  thus 
unexpeftedly  encouraged,  increafed 
in  {kill  and  afliduiiy,  and  procured, 
by  his  application  to  his  favourite 
purfuit,  a  decent  fubdflence,  and 
a  large  acquaintance.  However, 
he  remitied  his  induftry  in  1731, 
when,  in  company  with  two  of  his 
relations,  he  made  an  excurfion  to 
Holland  and  Brabant,  where  he 
colletfled  feveral  fcarce  books  and 
prints,  and  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  original  piftures  of 
feveral  great  mailers  at  Antwerp, 
BrufTels,  Utretcht,  and  other  great 
cities. 

In  December  1733,  by  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  great  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  Bart,  prefident  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians,  he  was 
chofen  librarian,  and  had  apart¬ 
ments  in  the  college.  This  office 
was  peculiarly  agreeable  to  his 
tafte  and  inclination,  as  he  had 
the  opportunity  of  a  conftant  re- 
courfe  to  a  valuable  library,  filled 
with  fcarce  and  curious  books  on 
the  fubjeds  of  natural  hiflory, 
which  he  fo  affiduoufly  fludied. 
By  degrees  he  became  one  of  the 
moft  eminent  ornithologills  in  this, 
or  any  other  country.  His  merit 
is  fo  well  known  in  this  refpedl,  as 
to  render  any  eulogium  on  his  per¬ 
formances  unneceffary  :  but  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  he  never  truded 
to  others  what  he  could  perform 
himfelf ;  and  often  found  it  fo 
difficult  to  give  latisfadlion  to  his 
own  mind,  that  he  frequently  made 
three  or  four  drawings  to  delineate 
the  object  in  its  moll  lively  cha- 
rader,  attitude,  and  reprefenta- 
tion. 

In  1743,  the  firfl  volume  of  the 
Hiflory  of  Birds  was  publifhed  in 
quartg. 
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His  fubfcribers  exceeded  even 
his  moft  fanguine  expedation  ;  a 
fecond  volume  appeared  in  1747. 

The  third  volume  waspubliihed 
in  1750. 

In  1751  the  fourth  volume  came 
from  the  prefs. 

This  volume  being  the  laft  he 
Intended  to  publilh  at  that  time, 
he  feems  to  have  confidered  it  as 
the  moft  perfed  of  his  produdions 
in  natural  hiftory  ;  and  therefore 
devoutly  offered  it  up  to  the  great 
God  of  nature,  in  humble  grati¬ 
tude  for  all  the  good  things  he  had 
received  from  him  in  this  world. 

^  Our  author,  in  1758,  continued 
his  labours  under  a  new  title,  viz. 
Gleanings  of  Natural  Hiftory. 

A  fecond  volume  of  the  Glean¬ 
ings  was  publifhed  in  1760, 

The  third  part,  which  made  the 
feventh  and  laft  volume  of  his 
works,  appeared  in  1764.  ' 

Thus  our  author,  after  a  long 
feries  of  years,  the  moft  ftudious 
application,  and  the  moft  extenfive 
correfpondcnce  to  every  quarter  of 
the  world,  concluded  a  work  which 
contains  engravings  and  defcrip- 
tions  of  more  than  fix  hundred  fub- 
jeds  in  natural  hiftory,  not  before 
defcribed  or  delineated.  He  like- 
wife  added  a  general  index  in 
French  and  Englifh,  which  is  now 
perfedly  compleated  with  the  Lin- 
neaean  names,  by  that  great  na- 
turalift  Linnaeus  himfelf,  who  fre¬ 
quently  honoured  him  with  his 
friendfhip  and  correfpondcnce. 

Upon  finiffiing  the  work,  wc 
find  the  following  declaration,  or 
rather  remarkable  petition  of  the 
author,  where  he  feems  afraid  that 
his  pafiion  for  his  favourite  fub- 
jed  of  Natural  Hiftory  fhould  gee 
the  better  of  nobler  purfuits,  viz. 
the  contemplation  of  hjs  Maker  : 

,  Mjr 
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•'*  My  petition  to  God  (if  peti¬ 
tions  to  God  are  not  prefumptuous) 
is,  that  he  would  remove  from 
me  all  defire  of  purfuing  Na¬ 
tural  Hiftory,  or  any  other  ftudy  ; 
and  infpire  me  with  as  much 
knowledge  of  his  Divine  Nature 
as  my  iniperfedl  fiate  is  capable 
of ;  that  I  may  conduct  myfelf,  for 
the  remainder  of  my  days,  in  a 
manner  mod  agreeable  to  his  will, 
which  muft  confequently  be  mod 
happy  to  myfelf.  What  my  con¬ 
dition  may  be  in  futurity  is  known 
only  to  the  wife  Difpofer  of  all 
things  ;  yet  my  prefent  defires  are 
(perhaps  vain  and  inconfiflent  with 
the  nature  of  things  !)  that  I  may 
become  an  intelligent  fpirit,  void 
of  grofs  matter,  gravity  and  levi¬ 
ty,  endowed  with  a  voluntary  mo¬ 
tive  power  either  to  pierce  infinite¬ 
ly  into  boundlefs  ethereal  fpace, 
or  into  folid  bodies ;  tP  fee  and 
know  how  the  parts  of  the  great 
univerfe  are  connedted  with  each 
other,  and  by  what  amazing  me- 
chanifm  they  are  put  and  kept  in 
regular  and  perpetual  motion. 
But,  oh  Vain  and  daring  prefump- 
tion  of  thought!  1  mod  humbly 
fiibmit  my  future  exiitence  to  the 
fupreme  will  of  the  one  Omnipo¬ 
tent  !  ” 

Some  time  after  Mr.  Edwards 
had  been  appointed  library  keeper 
to  the  Royal  College  of  Fhyficians, 
he  was,  on  St.  Andrew*^  day,  in 
the  year  1750,  prefenced  with  an 
honorary  compliment  by  the  Pre- 
£denc  and  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society,  with  the  gold  medal,  the 
donation  of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley, 
Bart,  annually  given  on  that  day 
to  the  author  of  any  new  difeovery 
an  art  or  nature,  in  confideration 
of  his  Natural  Hidory  juft  then 
completed.  A  copy  of  this  medal 
be  had  afterwards  engraved  and 


placed  under  the  general  title  la 
the  firft  volume  of  his  Hidory. 
He  was  a  few  years  afterwards 
elefted  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Socie¬ 
ty,  and  of  the  Society  of  Anti¬ 
quaries,  London,  and  alfo  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  many  of  the  Academies  of 
fciences  and  learning  in  different 
parts  of  Europe,  in  compliment 
to  thefe  honorary  diltmdions  from 
fuch  learned  bodies,  he  prefented 
elegant  coloured  copies  of  all  his 
works  to  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
ficians,  the  Royal  Society,  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antiquarians,  and  to  the 
Britifti  Mufeum  ;  alfo  to  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  from 
whom  he  received  the  mod;  polite 
and  obliging  letter  of  thanks  by 
their  then  Secretary  Monfieur  De- 
fouchy. 

The  nobility  and  gentry  fre¬ 
quently  honoured  him  with  their 
friendfiiip  and  generous  fupport ; 
and  he  mentions  with  peculiar 
pleafure  being  patronifed  by  four 
great  men,  who  were  perhaps  the 
greateft  promoters  of  learning, 
fcience,  and  arts,  of  any  in  the 
prefent  age.  Thefe  were  the  late 
Duke  of  Richmond,  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  Dr.  Mead,  and  Martin 
Folkes,  Efq. 

Flis  coiie(5ti6n  of  drawings, 
which  amounted  to  upwards  of 
nine  hundred,  were  purchafed  by 
the  Earl  of  Bute,  who  would  con¬ 
fer  a  favour  on  poderity  by  publifh- 
ing  engravings  from  them,  as  they 
contain  a  great  number  of  Englilli 
as  well  as  foreign  birds  and  oiher 
animals  hitherto  not  accurately  de¬ 
lineated  or  defer! bed. 

After  the  publication  of  the  lafl; 
work,  being  arrived  at  his  yoth 
year,  he  found  his  fight  begin  to 
fail,  and  his  hand  loft  its  wonted 
fteadinefs.  He  retired  from  public 
employment  to  a  little  houfe  which 

he 
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he  purchafed  at  Plaiftow  ;  previous 
to  which  he  diTpofed  of  all  the 
copies,  as  well  as  plates,  of  his 
works.  The  converfation  of  a 
few  feleft  friends,  and  the  perufal 
of  a  few  feledl  books,  were  the 
amufement  of  the  evening  of  his 
life;  and  now  and  then  he  made 
an  excurfion  to  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  cities  in  England,  particu¬ 
larly  to  Briftol,  Bath,  Exeter,  and 
Norwich. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  of  a  middle 
Eature,  rather  inclined  to  corpu¬ 
lence  :  of  a  liberal  difpofition, 
and  a  chearful  converfation.  All 
his  acquaintance  experienced  his 
benevolent  temper,  and  his  poor 
neighbours  frequently  partook'  of 
his  bounty. 

Kis  diffidence  and  humility  were 
always  apparent,  and  to  perfons 
who  had  a  tafte  for  ftudies  conge¬ 
nial  to  his  own  he  was  a  moll  en¬ 
tertaining  as  well  as  communi¬ 
cative  companion. 

Some  years  before  his  death  the 
alarming  depredations  of  a  cancer. 
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which  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  phy- 
fical  {kill,  deprived  him  of  the 
light  of  one  of  his  eyes :  he  alfo 
fuffered  much  from  the  done,  a 
complaint  to  which  at  different  pe¬ 
riods  of  life  he  had  been  fubjeft. 
Yet  it  had  been  remarked,  that  in 
the  fevered  paroxyfms  of  mifery  he 
was  fcarcely  known  to  utter  a 
fmgle  complaint. 

Having  completed  his  Both 
year,  emaciated  with  age  and  lick- 
nefs,  he  died  on  the  23d  of  July 
1773,  defervedly  lamented  by  a 
numerous  acquaintance.  He  left 
two  filters,  to  whom  he  bequeath¬ 
ed  the  fortune  acquired  by  affi- 
duous  application  to  his  favourite 
purfuits ;  they  died  lately,  within 
a  few  hours  of  each  other,  and 
were  buried  together. 

His  remains  were  interred  in 
the  church-yard  of  Wellham,  his 
native  parilh,  where  his  executors 
have  eredled  a  done,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  infcription,  to  perpetuate 
to  poderity  his  ikill  as  an  artift. 
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Here  lies  interred 

The  Body  of  GEO.  EDWARDS,  Efq;  F.  R.  S. 
Who  departed  this  Life  the  23d  Day  of  July  1775^ 

Aged  81  Years; 

Formerly  Librarian 

To  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 

In  which  Capacity, 

As  well  as  in  private  Life, 

He  was  univerfally 
And  defervedly  edeemed- 

His  NATURAL  HISTORY  of  BIRDS 

Will  remain 

A  lading  Monument  of  his  Knowledge 
And  Ingenuity, 
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S(>ffi€  Account  of  the  Death,  &c<.  of 
the  Abbe  Laurence  Ricci,  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Jefuits,  at  the  tbne 
of  their  Diffolution  ;  ^jith  an  au¬ 
thentic  Copy  of  a  Declaration,  left 
hy  him  in  writing,  concerning  the 
Crimes  imputed  to  himjelf  and  his 
Order  j  collected  from  Letters 
•written  from,  Rome  upon  that 
Occafon- 

LAWRENCE  Ricci  was  born 
at  Florence,  the  2d  of  Au- 
guil,  1703,  of  an  iliuftrious  fa¬ 
mily :  he  entered  into  the  Society 
of  Jefus  in  the  year  1720,  and  was 
made  General  of  it  on  the  21ft  of 
May  1758.  After  the  dellrudion 
of  the  fociety,  he  was  fent  pri- 
Ibner  to  the  Caftle  of  St.  Angelo, 
on  the  22d  of  September  1773, 
where  death  put  an  end  to  his  fuf- 
fering  life. 

His  laft  iilnefs  was  but  of  a  few 
days :  the  eighth  was  the  iaft  of 
pain  and  life,  loaded  with  a 
weight  of  years,  rendered  more 
weighty  by  many  heavy  crolTes, 
and*"  by  a  variety  and  long  feries 
of  affliclions  ;  with  accumulated 
woe  on  the  latter  period  of  them,  by 
the  iuppreffion  of  his  order;  by 
the  calumnies  caft  on  it  and  him- 
iclt ;  by  the  imprifonment  of  his 
own  perfon,  and  a  long,  painful, 
and  clofe  confinement,  efpecially 
for  the  iirft  eighteen  months  of  it ; 
-—under  this  complication  of  years 
and  forrows,  he  was  little  able  to 
fapport  a  violent  attack  of  an  in- 
jlammatory  fever.  The  relief  and 
fuccours  which  his  Holinefs'vouch- 
fafed  to  afford  him  in  his  fick 
ifate,  by  giving  in  charge  to  his 
’  own  phyfician,  Dodtor  Sallicetti, 
to  leave  no  endeavours  untried  for 
his  recove’-y,  w^re  without  eifiedl. 


Bleeding  was  repeated  to  the  fourth 
time,  and  blifters  were  applied, 
but  it  foon  appeared  that  all  means 
to  fave  his  life  were  unavailing. 

The  firft  fyroptoms  of  his  dif- 
eafe  difcovered  themfelves  on 
Thurfday  evening,  November  16. 
After  having  taken  his  walk,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  cufiom,  on  the  ter¬ 
race  of  the  caftle,  on  his  return  to 
his  apartment  he  was  feized  with  a 
chillnefs  and  a  cold,  which  imme¬ 
diately  became  very  violent.  The 
fever  foon  increafed  upon  him. 
On  Saturday  evening  his  life  was 
judged  to  be  in  danger;  and,  on 
the  Friday  following,  the  24th  of 
November,  a  little  after  noon,  at 
a  time  when  all  oppofition  to  his 
enlargement  feemed  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  he  fvveetly  gave  up  his 
foul  to  his  Redeemer  at  the  age 
of  feventy-tw'O  years,  three  months, 
and  twenty-two  days,  having  Jiv¬ 
ed  fifty-five  years,  three  months, 
and  fix  days,  in  religion.  It  had 
been  his  requeft,  that  the  crucifix, 
which  he  always  carried  about 
him,  fliould  be  delivered  to  his 
nephew;  that  his  little  wardrobe 
fhould  be  difiributed,  by  way  of 
fome  fmall  recompeitce,  to  thofe 
who  had  ferved  him;  and  that  he 
fhould  be  buried  at  the  late  pro- 
feifed  houfe  of  the  Jefuits. 

He  retained  his  fenfes  to  the 
laft  ;  and  bore  the  pains  of  his  ill- 
nefs,  as  he  had  done  ail  vhe  afflic¬ 
tions  of  body  and  mind,  of  which 
the  many  and  great  injuries  and 
affronts  offered  to  himfelf  and  his 
order, particularly  bya  long  and  clofe 
confinement,  muft  have  been  pro- 
dudive,  with  the  greateft  patience 
and  refignation.  Before  he  took 
the  facrament,  which,  as  well  as 
the  extreme- unclion,  he  called  for 
with  the  greateil  fefvour,  and  re¬ 
ceived 
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.(delved  with  the  greateft  devotion  ; 
judging  he  ought  not  to  be  want¬ 
ing  to  him  Tel  f,  by  a  folemn  de¬ 
claration  of  his  own  innocence, 
and  that  of  his  order,  which  he 
had  governed  for  the  fpace  of 
years,  he  began  to  fpeak,  as  fol¬ 
lows,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Vice- 
governor  of  the  callle  of  St.  An¬ 
gelo,  his  Secretary  Don  Giovanni, 
Abbe  Orlando,  a  ferjeant,  and  a 
corporal,  the  apothecary,  the  do- 
meftics  of  the  Governor  Camillo 
and  Pietruccio,  nine  foldiers  and 
galley-flaves  (all  whofe  names  we 
could  mention)  who  had  accom¬ 
panied  the  facrament  into  his 
apartment  :  That  he  fincerely 

pardoned  all  thofe  w'ho  had  been 
inftrumental  in  the  deftrudion  of 
the  fociety  : — He  did  not  omit  to 
pray  particularly  for  thofe  who 
had  reduced  him  to  this  date  of 
inability  and  fufferings,  and  to 
implore  the  blefling  of  heaven  on 
them  After  which,  raifing  his 
voice,  and  with  a  remarkable  firm 
tone,  he  faid,  ‘‘  that  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  God,  whom  he  adored  in 
his  augufl:  facrament,  and  by  whom 
ihortly  he  was  going  to  be  judg¬ 
ed,  he  declared  to  the  whole  world, 
that  he  was  entirely  innocent  of 
all  that  had  been  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  of  whatever  might 
have  contributed  to  the  deftrudion 
of  the  Society  entrulled  to  his 
Care,  or  to  his  own  peiTonal  im- 
prifonment.  He  thanked  God  for 
withdrawing  him  from  this  world, 
and  hoped  that  his  death  would 
procure  fome  alleviation  to  thofe 
who  fuffered  with  him  in  the  iame 
caufe.’^ 

During  his  illnefsj  feveral  car¬ 
dinals  fent  conliantly  to  enquire 
after  his  health;  and  the  Pope, 
on  fending  himi  his  apodolical  be- 
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nedidion,  accompanied  it  with  the 
moll  tender  and  paternal  expref- 
lions. 

All  thofe  who  were  prefent  at 
the  death  of  this  late  and  lall  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Society  of  Jefus,  (in¬ 
deed,  we  may  fay  all  Rome,  as 
they  were  not  ignorant  of  the  cir- 
cumllances)  and  even  to  the  gal¬ 
ley-flaves  of  the  callle,  ail  conceiv¬ 
ed  the  greateil  veneratioti  for  his 
memory,  and  all  look  on  his  death 
as  precious  in  the  fight  of  God. 
Dr.  Sallicetti  declared  openly,  that 
he  had  been  prefent  at  the  deaths 
of  many  perfons  in  repute  for 
piety  and  virtue,  but  that  he  had 
never  been  witnefs  to  fuch  fenti- 
ments  as  thofe  he  had  jufl  been 
prefent  at. 

The  Pope  gave  orders  to  Car¬ 
dinal  Corlini  for  the  funeral  of 
Abbe  Ricci  ;  and  the  will  of  his 
Holinefs  was,  that  all  fhould  be 
done  according  to  the  quality  o€ 
the  fubjed,  and  that  his  body 
fhould  be  deoofited  in  the  vault  of 

1 

the  church  of  Jefus,  near  the  other 
Generals  of  the  Society  his  prede- 
cefTors. 

Accordingly  the  national  church 
of  Florence  Was  hung  with  black, 
and  on  Saturday,  November  the 
25th,  two  hours  after  fun-fet,  the 
corpfe  was  conveyed  in  a  coach 
attended  by  four  flambeaux,  and 
followed  by  another,  coach,  to  the 
faid  church,  where^  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  day  following,  veked 
in  his  facerdotal  habits,  he  was 
expofed  on  a  lofty  bed  of  date, 
round  which  were  burning  thirty 
grand  tapers. 

Durino^  this  whole  morning, 
which  was  Sunday  Nov.  26th, 
there  was  an  extraordinary  con- 
courfe  of  people  to  this  church, 
of  all  forts  and  conditions.  Vials 
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was  continued  to  be  fald  at  all  the 
altars  till  noon.  The  funeral  fer- 
vice  was  celebrated  with  great  de¬ 
cency  and  folemnity,  by  the  clergy 
who  ferve  that  paridi.  The  throng 
of  people  did  not  difcontinue,  and 
many  gave  tokens  of  great  vene¬ 
ration  and  tender  afFedion,  though 
curiofity  perhaps  was  the  chief 
motive  that  firft  led  them  thither. 

I  muft  not  pafs  over  in  filence 
one  remarkable  token  of  refped 
given  by  the  Bilhop  of  Comma- 
chio.  This  worthy  prelate,  who 
is  in  equal  repute  for  piety  and 
learning,  the  fame  who  had  lately 
entered  Rome  barefoot  at  the  head 
of  many  of , his  clergy,  came  alfo 
to  the  Florentine  church,  and 
placing  himfelf  on  his  knees  near 
the  Catafalque,  he  faid,  with  a  voice 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  many, 
that  “  he  did  not  come  to  pray 
for  the  foul  of  the  deceafed,  but 
to  folicit  the  credit  of  that  Angu¬ 
larly  juif  man,  whom  he  regarded 
as  a  predeftinated  foul,  and  as  a 
martyr.’*  Many  others  feemed  to 
think  the  fame,  without -daring  to 
declare  their  fentiments  fo  openly. 
In  citing  this  paffage,  I  have  no¬ 
thing  in  view  but  to  fhew  the  high 
efleem  his  virtue  was  held  in,  and 
the  homage  paid  to  it. 

At  mid-day  the  church  was  lliut, 
and  the  corpfe  withdrawn  from  the 
light  of  the  people.  It  was  removed 
into  the  facrifty,  where  no  one  was 
allowed  to  enter.  Towards  mid¬ 
night  it  was  put  into  the  fame 
coach  that  had  brought  it  thither, 
followed  alfo  by  the  fecond,  and 
conveyed  with  lighted  torches  to 
the  church  of  the  Jefuits,  where 
every  thing  was  ready  for  the  bu¬ 
rial,  according  to  the  Pope’s  or¬ 
ders,  and  the  requeft  of  the  ve¬ 
nerable  old  man.  The  prefident 
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of  the  houfe  faid  the  prayers  of 
the  church  over  the  corpfe,  before 
it  was  let  down  into  the  vault. 
The  body  was  then  put  into  a  cof¬ 
fin,  which  was  placed  on  the  fide 
of  his  predeceffoi  s  Centurioni  and 
Vifeonti,  in  quality  of  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  Society  of  Jefus.  To 
ferve  by  way  of  epitaph,  a  fcroll 
of  parchment  was  fixed  to  the  cof¬ 
fin,  on  which  were  written  his  name, 
his  age,  the  time  and  place  of  his 
death,  and  the  number  of  years 
he  had  been  General  of  his  order. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this,  the 
eighteenth  and  lafi;  General  of  the 
Jefuits.  Some  time  before  hi* 
death,  he  had  the  precaution  to 
draw  up,  write  himfelf,  and  fign 
with  his  own  hand,  a  declaration 
of  his  own  and  his  order’s  inno¬ 
cence  ;  left  his  laft  iilnefs  ftiould 
prevent  his  vindicating  both  by 
word  of  mouth;  and  he  then  en- 
trafted  this  declaration  to  one  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  caftle,  on  whofe 
fidelity  he  thought  he  could  beft 
rely,  and  who  in  effect  difeharged 
his  truft  faithfully. 

This  authentic  piece  is  prefer- 
ved  with  great  care,  and  from  this 
original  is  drawn  the  Italian  copy, 
from  whence  are  taken  the  French 
and  EngliOi  tranfiations. 

It  feems  impofiible  to  call  in 
queftion  the  authenticity  of  this 
piece  ;  for  the  chara6lers  and  fig- 
nature  of  his  hand  cannot  but  be 
known,  and  they  may  be  confront¬ 
ed  with  many  of  bis  letters,  feme 
of  which  no  doubt  are  ftill  in 
being. 

An  authentic  Copy  of  the  P  rot  eft  a- 

tton  nvhich  Ah  he  Lawrence  Ricci 

left  at  bis  Death, 

**  THE  uncertainty  of  the  time 
when  it  will  pieafe  Almighty  God 
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to  call  me  to  himfclf,  and  the  cer¬ 
tainty  that  this  time  is  not  far  di- 
flanc,  confidering  my  advanced 
age,  the  multitude,  the  long  du¬ 
ration  and  weight  of'  my  fufi'er- 
ings,  warn  me  to  be  before- hand 
in  the  difeharge  of  every  duty  I 

think  incumbent  on  me  ; - and 

this  precaution  is  the  more  necef- 
fary,  as  it  may  eafily  happen  that 
my  lall  ficknefs  may  difable  me 
from  doing  it  at  the  time  of  my 
death. 

Therefore  confidering  myfelf  as 
at  this  inrtant  going  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  tribunal  of  infallible 
truth  and  juftice,  fuch  as  is  the 
foie  tribunal  of  God  after  long 
and  mature  refleftion  ;  and  after 
having  humbly  prayed  to  my  moft 
merciful  Redeemer  and  awful 
Judge,  not  to  permit  me,  efpe- 
cially  in  this  my  lafl:  aft  and  deed 
of  my  life,  to  be  led  away,  or  in¬ 
fluenced  by  paflion,  or  by  any  bit- 
ternefs  of  heart  or  mind,  or  by 
any  other  vicious  end  or  motive  ; 
but  purely  becaufe  1  judge  it  my 
duty  to  render  juifice  to  truth  and 
innocence ; - 1  make  the  two  fol¬ 

lowing  declarations  and  protefta- 
tions  : 

Firlt,  I  declare  and  proteft.  That 
the  Society  of  Jefus,  now  extinft, 
has  not  given  any  caufe  for  its 
own  fuppreffion.  This  1  declare 
and  proteft  with  that  moral  cer¬ 
tainty  which  a  fuperior  can  have 
who  is  well  informed  of  what 
paffes  in  his  order. 

Secondly,  I  declare  and  proteft. 
That  I  have  not  given  the  lead 
occafion  towards  my  own  impri- 
fonment.  This  I  declare  and  pro¬ 
teft  with  that  great  certainty  and 
evidence  which  each  one  has  in  the 
confeioufnefs  of  his  own  aftions. 
My  only  motive  for  .making  this 
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fecond  proteftation  is,  becaufe  1 
judge  it  necefTary  for  the  credit  of 
tne  Society  of  Jefus,  now  extinct, 
of  which  I  was  General. 

But  my  intention  is  not,  that, 
in  confequence  of  thefe  two  pro- 
teftations,  any  of  thofe  fhould  be 
judged  guilty  in  the  fight  of  God, 
who  have  brought  thefe  difafters 
on  the  Society  and  myfelf :  I  ftiall 
religioufty  abftain  from  pafting  any 
fuch  like  judgments.  The  views 
of  the  mind  of  man,  and  the  af- 
feftions  of  his  heart,  arc  known  by 
God.  He  alone  fees  the  errors  of 
the  human  underftanding,  and 
difeerns  how  far  they  are  ex- 
cufable.  He  alone  penetrates  the 
views  which  fee  men  on  aftion, 
and  the  fpirit  with  which  he  afts  ; 

- the  afteftions  and  inclinations 

of  the  heart  which  accompany  the 
aftion,— and  from  whence  depends 
the  reftitude  or  culpability  of  the 
exterior  aftion  ;  confequently,  I 
leave  all  judgment  to  him,  ^ho 
fwill  examine  the  <njJorks  of  men,  and 
fearch  out  their  thoughts,  (Book  of 
VVifdom,  ch.  vi.  ver.  4.) 

And,  not  to  be  wanting  to  my 
duty  as  a  Chriftian,  I  proteft,  that, 
with  the  divine  aftiftance,  I  have 
always  pardoned,  and  that  I  do 
now  fincerely  pardon,  all  thofe 
who  have  perfecuted  me,  ftrft  by 
their  perfecution  of  the  Society  of 
Jefus,  and  the  many  hardfhips 
they  caufed  individuals,  my  late 

fubjefts,  to  undergo - —then  by 

the  fuppreftion  and  extinftion  of  it 

- and  by  whac  foon  followed, 

my  imprifonment,  with  all  the  f of¬ 
ferings  that  have  attended  it,  and 
by  the  injuries  done  to  my  repu¬ 
tation  : - thefe  are  known  fafts, 

and  notorious  to  the  v/hole  world. 

I  pray  the  Lord,  out  of  his  pare 
bounty  and  goodnefs,  and  out  of 

the 
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the  infinite  meHts  of  Jefus  ChriH 
his  Son,  firft  to  pardon  my  own 
innumerable  fins;  and  next  to 
pardon  the  authors  and  inftrumeats 
of  thofe  Ioffes  which  I  have  fuf- 
tained,  and  thofe  fufferings  I  have 
undergone,  in  conjunction  with 
the  whole  body  of  which  I  was 
head' — —and  I  defire  to  die  with 
this  prayer  and  thefe  fentiments  in 
my  heart. 

/  .  Lallly,  I  pray  and  intreat  all 
thofe  into  whofe  hands  this  my 
declaration  and  proteltation  may 
fall,  that  they  will  make  it  public 
to  the  world  as  much  as  may  be. 

I  crave  the  performance  of  this  my 
lafi:  requeft  by  all  the  claims  of 
human  benevolence,  of  jufiice,  and 
of  Chriftian  charity;  and  a  claim 
grounded  on  fuch  titles  cannot  but 
be  perfuafive  to  every  one  to  com¬ 
ply  with  this  my  earnefl:  will  and 
defire. 

(Signed)  Laurence  Ricci 

(in  his  own  hand). 


RiSiure  of  London  and  its  Inhabi¬ 
tants  t  l^c.  by  the  Abbe  Raynal. 
From  his  Philofophical  and  Po¬ 
litical  Hifiory  of  the  Settlements 
and  Trade  of  the  Europeans 
in  the  Eall  and  Weil-lndies, 

kind  of  monopoly  which 
feme  merchants  exercife  in 
the  Britifli  illands,  is  praClifed  by 
the  capital  of  the  mother-country, 
with  regard  to  the  provinces,  it 
is  almoil  exclufively  to  London 
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that  all  the  produce  of  the  colo^ 
nies  is  fent.  It  is  in  London  that 
moft  of  the  owners  of  this  produce 
refide.  It  is  in  London  that  the 
profit  arifing  from  it  is  fpent.  The 
reft  of  the  nation  is  but  very  indi- 
reClIy  concerned  in  it. 

But  London  is  the  fined  port  in 
England.  It  is  here  that  Ihips  are 
built,  and  manufactures  are  carried 
on.  London  furnilhes  feamen  for 
navigation,  and  hands  for  com^ 
merce.  It  hands  in  a  temperate, 
fruitful,  and  central  country.  Every 
thing  has  a  free  paffage  in  and 
out  of  iti  It  may  be  truly  faid  to 
be  the  heart  of  the  body  politic 
from  its  local  fituation.  It  is  not 
of  an  enormous  fize,  though,  like 
all  other  capitals,  it  is  rather  too 
large  ;  it  is  not  a  head  of  clay, 
that  wants  to  domineer  over  a  co- 
loffus  of  gold.  ’  That  city  is  not 
filled  with  proud  and  idle  men, 
who  only  incumber  and  opprefs  a 
laborious  people.  It  is  the  refort 
of  all  the  merchants ;  the  feat  of 
the  national  afiembly.  There  the 
king’s  palace  is  neither  vaft  nor 
empty.  He  reigns  in  it  by  his  en» 
livening  prefence.  There  the  fe^ 
nate  diClates  the  laws,  agreeable 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  people  it  re- 
prefents.  It  neither  fears  the  eye 
of  the  monarch,  nor  the  frowns  of 
the  miniftry.  London  has  not  ar¬ 
rived  to  its  prefent  greatnefs  by 
the  influence  of  government,  which 
drains  and  over-rules  ail  natural 
caufes ;  but  by  the  ordinary  im^ 
pulfe  of  men  and  things,  and  by 
a  kind  of  attraction  of  commerce. 
It  is  the  fea,  it  is  England,  it  is 
the  whole  world,  that  makes  Lon¬ 
don  rich  and  populous* 
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An  Account  of  fame  Curious  Articles 
in  the  Abbe  Rozier’j  Fifth 
lume  of  Obfervations  fur  la  Phy- 
fique,  lAc.  or  Obfervations  in 
Natural  Philofophy,  Natural 
Pliftory,  and  the  Arts,  publijhed 
in  Paris,  relating  to  ^various  Ex- 
perimenfs  lately  made  in  France, 
to  afcertain  the  ’Truth  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton’r  Dodrine,  concerning 
the  Difference  in  the  Gravitation 
of  Bodies  tovjards  the  Earthy  at 
different  Difiances  both  above  and 
belovo  her  Surface, 

Article  the  First. 

The  judgment  of  certain  impartial 
and  dtfpaffionate  Philofophers,  on 
feventeen  Experiments  made  during 
the  Courfe  of  tnvo  Tears  and  a 
half,  iAc,  vjhich  prove,  that  Bo¬ 
dies  acquire  fl«Increafe  of  Weight 
on  being  raifed  to  Heights  above 
the  Surface  of  the  Earth, 

HE  Newtonian  Syftem  of  at- 
tradlion,  or  rather  that  par¬ 
ticular  branch  of  it  that  relates  to 
the  gravitating  principle  by  which 
bodies  tend  to  the  earth,  has  lately 
undergone,  in  France  and  elfe- 
where,  a  fcrupulous  and  fevere 
examen.  According  to  that  theory, 
the  truth  of  which  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  every  phtenomenon  in 
the  whole  planetary  fyftem,  that 
bears  relation  ko  it,  bodies  gravi- 
VoL,  XIX. 


tate  towards  the  centre' of  the  earth, 
in  an  inverfe  ratio  of  the  fquare  of 
the  diftance.  In  confequence  of 
Uiis  law,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
weight  of  bodies  ought  to  diminilh 
in  proportion  as  they  recede  from 
the  earth’s  furface.  Father  Ber- 
tier,  however,  and  feveral  other 
philofophers  affirm,  that  this  pro- 
pofition  is  contradifted  by  the 
experiments  lately  made  by  them. 
The  trials  on  which  they  ground 
their  aflertion,  are  of  a  fimilar 
nature  to  fome  hhat  were  made  in 
this  country,  in  the  laft  century, 
by  certain  members  of  the  Royal 
Society  ;  who  very  judicioufly  in¬ 
ferred  from  them,  that  this  mode  of 
trial  was  not  adequate  to  the  folu- 
tion  of  the  quellion.  In  relating 
the  moft  eflential  particulars  of 
one  of  the  experiments  made  by 
thefe  new  Anti-N evjtonians ,  we 
fhall  convey  to  our  philofophical 
readers  fome  idea  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  have,  in  general, 
been  executed, 

A  ftrong  and  accurate  balance, 
which  would  fupport  a  weight  of 
3000  pounds,  and  which,  would 
turn  on  the  addition  of  a  fingle 
ounce  weight  in  either  of  the  ba- 
fons,  was  fixed  within  the  lleeple 
of  a  church,  at  the  height  of  170 
feet  from  the  pavement.  The  ba¬ 
lance  was  fo  conftru6led,  that  af- 
t«r  loading  each  bafon,  above, 
F  with 
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with  a  weight  of  1120  pounds,  fo 
as  to  make  a  perfed;  equilibrium  ; 
the  weight  on  one  fide  could  be 
lowered,  and  placed  in  a  fecond 
bafon,  attached  to  the  fame  fide 
by  means  of  a  rope,  fo  as  nearly 
to  reach  the  pavement  of  the 
church.  In  'fome  of  the  experi¬ 
ments,  drong  iron  wire  was  em¬ 
ployed  indead  of  the  rope.  When 
this  weight,  which  had,  above, 
been  in  equilibria  with  that  in  the 
oppofite  bafon,  had  been  thus 
brought  170  feet  nearer  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth  ;  the  equilibrium^ 
we  arc  told,  was  deftroyed,  and, 
inftead  of  preponderating,  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  fituation,  it  rofe  5 
fo  that  was  necelTary  to 
add  to  the  weight  in  this  lower 
fcale.  We  obferve,  however,  that 
one  ounce  and  fix  drachms  Vv^ere 
found  fullicient  to  reftore  the  equi¬ 
librium  ;  and  that  the  balance 
might  be  made  to  incline  either 
to  the  one  fide  or  the  other,  on  the 
addition  of  another  ounce  to  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  bafons. 

The  reader  is  not  to  confider 
this  particular  experiment  as  one 
of  the  moil:  favourable  to  the  caufe 
of  the  Anii-attraBionaires.  We 
relate  it  chiefly  to  fliew  the  grounds 
on  which  they  found  their  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  Newtonian  fyflem  of 
attradlion,  and  the  method  by 
which  they  endeavour  to  fupport 
them  ;  ohferving  only,  that  in  the 
many  other  experiments  of  the  fame 
kind,  related  in  this  and  ocher 
numbers  of  M.  Rozier’s  work, 
the  refults  have  been,  at  different 
times,  more  or  lefs  favourable  to 
their  hypothefls.  , 

We  fhall  next  attend  to  the  ex¬ 
periments  and  reafonings  of  the 
oppofite  party,  who  fupport  th« 


GISTER,  1776. 

doftrine  of  attraclion,  prlncipan/ 
collected  from  the  following  ar¬ 
ticle. 

Article  the  Second, 

A  Memoir y  indicating  the  different 
Cau/es  ^hich  may  accidentally 
change  the  apparent  EffeBs  of  the 
Gratuity  of  Bodies,  placed  at  un-- 
equal  Heights  :  read  before  the 
Academy  of  D  ijon . 

THE  balance  that  was  ufed'  in 
the  experiments  related  in  this  Me¬ 
moir,  would  carry  250  pounds  in 
each  bafon  ;  and  was  fo  fenfible, 
that  when  it  was  loaded  with  this 
weight,  it  would  turn  on  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  half  a  drachm.  The  ex¬ 
periments  were  made  in  the  tower 
of  a  church,  at  the  height  of  120 
feet.  They  were  conducted  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  prece¬ 
ding,  and  with  a  fcrupulous  at¬ 
tention  to  every  circumflance  thas 
might  influence  the  refults.  Baro¬ 
meters  and  thermometers,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  were  placed  both  above 
and  below.  In  the  firft  experi¬ 
ment,  the  balance,  containing  on 
each  flde  200  pounds,  including 
the  weight  of  a  long  rope  in  one 
of  the  bafons,  being  in  perfedl 
equilibrium  ;  this  lall  mentioned 
bafon  was  let  down  120  feet  be¬ 
low  its  former  flation,  fufpended 
by  the  rope  above-mentioned.  At 
firfl,  the  equilibrium  was  fome- 
what  diflurbed  by  the  ofcillations 
of  this  lower  bafon ;  fo  that  it 
was  found  neceflary  to  add  two 
drachms  to  the  upper  weight,  to 
render  the  balance  even.  This 
motion,  however,  at  length,  cea- 
fing,  it  was  found  requiflte  to  take 
out  this  fmall  additional  weights 
and  then  the  fuperior  and  inferior 


NATURAL 

heights  were  -  obferved  to  equi-^ 
ponderate,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
when  they  had  both  been  fulpend- 
ed  at  the  fuperior  llation. 

As  the  denfity  of  the  air  is 
greater  near  the  furface  of  the 
earth  than  at  different  heights 
above  It,  the  author  of  this  Me¬ 
moir  calculates,  from  data  furnifh- 
ed  by  ocher  experiments  here  men¬ 
tioned,  the  quantity  of  the  effect 
which  this  difference  mull  produce 
in  the  apparent  gravity  of  the  up¬ 
per  and  lower  weights  ;  which 
were  each  of  call  iron,  and  equal 
to  two-fifths  of  a  cubic  foot.  From 
his  calculations  it  appears,  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  denfity,  or  weight,  of 
two  fifths  of  a  cubic  foot  of  air  at 
the  earth’s  furface,  difplaced  by 
the  lower  weight,  and  that  of  an 
equal  bulk  of  the  fame  fluid  dif¬ 
placed  by  the  upper  weights,  the 
la^er  weight  ought  to  weigh  52 
grains  and  three-fifths  lefs  than  the 
upper.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
calculates  the  increaje  of  gravity 
which,  according  to  the^  Newto¬ 
nian  fyftem,  the  louver*  weight 
ought  to  have  acquired,  in  conle- 
quence  of  its  greater  proximity  to 
the  furface.  Eltimating  the  femidia- 
meter  of  the  earth  to  be  3,268,965 
toifes,  he  obferves,  that  the  force 
with  which  the  lower  weights  were 
attrafled,  is  to  that  which  acted 
on  the  upper  ones,  placed  20  toifes 
higher,  and  confequently  diftanc 
3,268,985  toifes  from  the  earth’s 
centre,  as  the  fquare  of  the  lall 
number  is  to  that  of  the  firll ;  and 
finds  that,  on  this  account,  the 
lower  weights  ought  to  have  ac¬ 
quired  an  increafe  of  gravity  equal 
only  to  22|-  grains 

As  the  lower  weights  therefore 
ought  to  have  loll  52  grains  and 
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three-fifths,  in  confequence  of  the 
denjity  of  the  air  ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  to  have  acquired  2  21- 
grains,  in  confequence  of  attract 
tion  ;  there  remains  only  a  diffe¬ 
rence  of  30  grains  and  one  tenth, 
which  is  too  inconfiderable  a  quan¬ 
tity  to  be  rendered  fenfible  in  a 
balance  loaded  with  500  weight. 

In  the  fecond  experiment  the  re- 
fults  were  flmilar,  as  likewife  in  a 
third,  in  which  iron  wire  was  iub- 
ftituted  for  the  rope.  In  a  fourth, 
on  ufing  a  counterpoife,  confiiling 
of  dry  wooden  billets,  inftead  of 
the  metal  weights,  and  which  were 
firll  perfedlly  poifed  above ;  the 
billets  evidently  loll  weight,  on 
being  let  down  to  within  a  fmall 
dillance  from  the  pavement;  fo 
that  it  was  found  neceffary  to  take 
away  feven  drachms  from  the  up¬ 
per  bafon  to  reffore  the  equili¬ 
brium.  This  experiment  is  pie- 
felted  as  offering  an  equivocal 
proof  of  the  influence  of  the  fupe¬ 
rior  denfity  of  the  air,  at  the  lower 
ffation,  in  dlminifliing  the  rela¬ 
tive  gravity  of  bodies  weighed  in 
it.  In  faih,  it  appears  from  cal- 
cqlation,  that  the  voluminous 
w£)oden  counterpoife  above-men¬ 
tioned  ought  to  have  loll  nearly 
this  quantity  of  its  weight,  in 
confequehce  of  the  fuperior  denfity 
0/  the  medium  in  which  it  was 
fufpended,  independent  of  any 
other  caufe. 


A.5.TICLE  the  Third. 

{ 

Tixperiments  on  the  Weight  of  Bodies 
at  dijferent  Dif  antes  from  the 
Centre  of  the  Earthy  made  in 
the  Mines  of  Montrelay  in  Bri- 
tany.  By  the  Chevalier  de  Dc- 
lomieu,  &c, 

F  % 
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THESE  experiments,  which 
likewife  relate  to  the  prebeding 
quellion,  were  made  in  a  different 
order.  '  The  fcales  were  fixed  on 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  after 
procuring  an  exabl  equilibrium  be¬ 
tween  the  oppofite  weights  in  that 
fituation,  thofe  contained  in  one 
of  the  bafons  were  let  down  to  the 
depths  of  114  and  190  yards, 
into  a  coal  mine.  Sometimes  the 
undermoft  weight  preponderated, 
but  more  frequently  the  fuperior. 
T’he  quantity  however,  in  either 
cafe,  was  fo  fmall,  that  the  au¬ 
thor  very  properly  concludes,  from 
the  refults  both  of  his  own  and 
the  many  other  experiments  that 
have  lately  been  made  on  the  fub- 
jedl,  that  they  are  infufficient  to 
determine  the  quellion.  In  this 
opinion  we  readily  concur  with 
him  ;  nor  fhould  we  have  taken  fo 
much  notice  of  the  fubjebl,  were 
not  the  quellion  icfelf  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  and  had  it  not  likewife 
been  fo  very  extenfively  and  warm¬ 
ly  litigated,  of  late,  among  our 
neighbours  on  the  continent.  The 
experiments  which  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  fupport  of  the  theory  of 
gravitation  have  indeed  the  merit  of 
evincing  the  feeblenefs  of  this  late 
attack  upon  it;  but  nothing  fur¬ 
ther  is  or  can  be  determined  from 
them  :  nor  does  the  Newtonian 
fyftem  hand  in  need  of  fuch  feeble 
fupports.-— iV<?«  tali  auxilios  nec  de- 
~ fenforihus  ijlis,  \_Monthly  Re- 


Suhjlance  of  t^o  curious  Articles  in 
the  fecond  Part  of  the  fxty  ffih  Vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
adlions,  6dng  that  for  the  Tear 


1775  5  the  forty-eighth ,  be¬ 

ing  A  Propofal  for  meafuring 
the  Attraftion  of  fome  Hills  in 
this  Kingdom  by  aftronomical 
Obfervations  ;  by  the  Rev.  Nevil 
Malkelyne,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
AJironomer  Royal ;  and  the  forty- 
ninth,  being  An  Account  of  Ob¬ 
fervations  made  in  Scotland  on 
the  Mountain  of  Schehallien,  (at 
his  Majefy^s  Expence)  for  find¬ 
ing  its  Attradlion  ;  by  the  fame 
Gentleman. 

V  I  ■'''HESE  two  articles  contain 
the  hillory  of  a  late  impor¬ 
tant  philofophical  expedition,  very 
properly  undertaken  and  executed 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Royal 
Society  ;  with  the  intention  of  af- 
certaining,  by  decifive  experi¬ 
ments,  the  truth  of  the  great  law 

of  univerfal  gravitation; - —the 

bafis  of  that  noble  fyhem  which 
the  world  owes  to  the  genius  and 
fagacity  of  Newton. 

According  to  the  Newtonian 
theory,  an  attractive  power  is  not 
only  exerted  between  thofe  large 
malTes  of  matter  which  conllitute 
the  fun  and  planets ;  but  likewife 
between  all  comparatively  fmaller 
bodies,  and  even  between  the 
fmallell  particles  of  which  they  are 
compofed.  Agreeably  to  this  hy- 
pothefis,  a  heavy  body,  which 
ought  to  gravitate  or  tend  toward 
the  centre  of  the  earth,  in  a  di- 
redion  perpendicular  to  its  fur- 
face,  fuppoling  the  faid  furface  to 
be  perfectly  even  and  fpherical, 
ought  likewife,  though  in  a  lefs 
degree,  to  be  attraded  and  tend 
towards  a  mountain  placed  on  the 
earth’s  furface:  fo  that  a  plumb- 
line,  for  inllance,  of  a  quadrant, 
hanging  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

fuch 
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fuch  a  mountain,  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  a  perpendicular  fitua- 
tion,  in  confequence  of  the  at- 
traftive  power  of  the  quantity  of 
matter  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
ading  in  a  diredlion  different  from 
that  exerted  by  the  whole  mafs  of 
matter  in  the  earth,  and  with  a 
proportionably  inferior  degree  of 
force. 

‘  It  will  eafily  be  imagined,* 
fays  the  Aftronomer  Royal,  in  the 
firlf  of  thefe  papers,  which  was 
read  before  the  Royal  Society  in 
the  year  1772,  '  that  to  find  a  fen- 
fible  attraction  of  any  hill  from 
undoubted  experiment,  would  be 
a  matter  of  no  fmall  curiofity, 
would  greatly  illuftrate  the  general 
theory  of  gravity,  and  would  make 
the  univerfal  gravitation  of  mat¬ 
ter  palpable,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs 
niyfelf,  to  every  perfon,  and  fit 
to  convince  thofe  who  will  yield 
their  affent  to  nothing  but  down¬ 
right  experiment.  Nor  would  its 
ufes  end  here  ;  as  it  would  ferve 
to  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  to¬ 
tal  mafs  of  the  earth,  and  the  pro¬ 
portional  denfity  of  the  matter 
near  the  furface  compared  with 
the  mean  denfity  of  the  whole 
earth.  The  refult  of  fuch  an  un¬ 
common  experiment,  which  I 
fhouid  hope  would  prove  fiiccefs- 
ful,  would  doubclefs  do  honour  to 
the  nation  where  it  was  made, 
and  the  fociety  which  executed 
it.* 

Though  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  had 
long  ago  hinted  at  an  experiment 
of  this  kind  ;  and  had  remarked 
that  “  a  mountain  of  an  hemi- 
fpherical  figure,  three  miles  high 
and  fix  broad,  would  not,  by  its 
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attraClIon,  draw  the  plumb-line 
two  minutes  out  of  the  perpendi¬ 
cular  *  yet  no  attempt  to  afcer- 
tain  this  matter,  by  aClual  expe¬ 
riment,  was  made  till  about  the 
year  1738;  when  the  French  aca¬ 
demicians,  particularly  Mefirs. 
Bouguer  and  Condamine,  who 
were  fent  to  Peru  to  meafure  a 
degree  under  the  equator,  attempt¬ 
ed  to  difcover  the  attraClive  power 
of  Chimborazo,  a  mountain  in  the 
province  of  Quito.  According  to 
their  obfervations,  which  were 
however  made  under  circumfiances 
by  no  means  favourable  to  an  ac¬ 
curate  folution  of  fo  nice  and  dif¬ 
ficult  a  problem,  the  mountain 
Chimborazo  exerted  an  attradion 
equal  to  eight  feconds.  Though 
th  is  experiment  was  not  perhaps 
fiifficient  to  prove  fatisfaClorily 
even  the  reality  of  an  attraClion, 
much  lefs  the  precife  quantity  ofit; 
yet  it  docs  not  appear  that  any 
fteps  had  been  fincc  taken  to  re¬ 
peat  it. 

The  Royal  Society  having, 
through  the  munificence  of  his 
Majefiy,  been  enabled  to  under¬ 
take  the  execution  of  this  delicate 
and  important  aftronomical  ex¬ 
periment  ;  the  afironomer  roy¬ 
al  was  chofen  to  condufl  it. 
After  various  inquiries,  the  moun¬ 
tain  Schehallimy  fituated  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  Scotland,  was  pitch¬ 
ed  upon  as  the  moft  proper 
for  the  purpofe  that  could  be 
found  in  this  ifland.  The  obfer¬ 
vations  were  made  by  taking  the 
meridian  zenith  diftances  of  diffe¬ 
rent  fixed  liars,  near  the  zenith, 
by  means  of  a  zenith  fedor  of  ten 
feet  radius  ;  firll  on  the  fouth. 


^  By  a  very  eafy  calculation  It  is  found  that  fuch  a  mountain  would  attra^ 
the  plumb-line  18"  from  the  perpendicular. 
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and  afterwards  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  hill,  the  greateil  length  of 
which  extended  in  an  call  and'weft 
direftion. 

It  is  evident  that  if  the  raafs  of 
matter  in  the  hill  exerted  any  fen- 
fible  attradion,  it  would  caufe  the 
plumb-line  of  the  fedor,  through 
which  an  obferver  viewed  a  liar  in 
the  meridian,  to  deviate  from  its 
perpendicular  lituation,  and  would 
attrad  it  contrary  ways  at  the  two 
Nations,  thereby  doubling  the  ef¬ 
fect.  On  the  fouth.fide  the  plum¬ 
met  would  be  drawn  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  by  the  attradive  power  of 
the  hill  placed  to  the  northward 
of  it :  and  on  the  north  fide,  a 
contrary  and  equal  defiedion  of 
the  plumb-line  would  take  place, 
in  confequence  of  the  attradion  of 
the  hill,  now  to  the  fouchward  of 
it.  The  apparent  zenith  dillances 
of  the  ftars  would  be  alfeded  con¬ 
trary  ways  ;  thofe  being  increafed 
at  the  one  fiation,  which  were  di- 
minifhed  at  the  other :  and  the 
correfpondent  quantities  of  the  de- 
iledion  of  the  plumb-line  would 
give  the  obferver  the  fum  of  the 
two  contrary  attradions  of  the  hill, 
ading  on  the  plummet  at  the  two 
flacions  ;  the  half  of  which  will, 
of  courfe,  indicate  the  attradive 
power  of  the  hill. 

'  After  defcribing  his  excellent 
aflronomical  apparatus,  and  re- 

Jating  in  detail  the  hifiory  of  a 
part  of  his  various  operations  du¬ 
ring  his  agronomical  campaign, 
which  lafted  about  four  months; 
the  author  gives  the  refulc  of  them, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the 

Jum  of  the  two  contrary  attradions 
of  the  mountain  Schehallien,  in 
the  two  temporary  obfervatories 
which  were  fuccefiively  fixed  half 
way  up  the  hill  (where  the  effsd 


of  its  attradion  would  be  greateil) 
was  equal  to  i  I'h  6. — — -From  a 
rough  computation,  founded  on 
tlie  known  law  of  gravitation  ; 
and  on  an  alTumption  that  the  den- 
fity  of  the  hill  was  equal  to  the 
mean  denfity  of  the  earth  ;  the 
author  finds  that  the  attradion  of 
the  hill  fhould  amount  to  about  the 
double  of  this  quantity.  From 
thence  he  infers  that  the  denfity  of 
the  hill  is  only  about  half  the 
mean  denfity  of  the  earth.  It 
does  not  appear  however  that  the 
mountain  Schehallien  has  ever  been 
a  volcano,  or  is  hollow  ;  as  it  is 
extremely  folid  and  denfe,  and 
feemingly  compofed  of  an  intire 
rock. 

Having  by  this  curious  and  ac¬ 
curate  experiment  fatisfadorily  af- 
certained  the  attradion  of  matter, 
and  its  quantity  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  author  proceeds  to  con- 
fider  forne  of  the  confequences 
which  may  be  drawn  from  it,  re¬ 
lative  to  feveral  of  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  quellions  in  natural  philo- 
fophy.  We  lhall  quote,  with  fome 
abridgments,  what  he  obferves  on 
this  lubjed  ; 

‘  I.  It  appears  from  this  ex¬ 
periment,  that  the  mountain  Sche¬ 
hallien  exerts  a  fenfible  attradion  ^ 
therefore,  from  the  rules  of  philo- 
fophiung,  we  are  to  conclude  that 
every  mountain,  and  indeed  every 
particle  of  the  earth,  is  endued 
with  the  fame  property,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  quantity  of  matter. 

^  2.  The  law  of  the  variation 
of  this  force,  in  the  inverfe  ratU 
of  the  fquares  of  the  diftances,  as 
laid  down  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  is 
alfo  confirmed  by  this  experiment. 
For,  if  the  force  of  attradion  of 
the  hill  had  been  only  to  that  of 
the  earth,  as  the  matter  in  the 

hill 
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hill  to  that  of  the  earth,  and  had 
not  been  greatly  increafed  by  the 
near  approach  to  its  centre,  the 
attraftion  thereof  mufl;  have  been 
wholly  inl'enfible.  But  now,  by 
only  fuppofing  the  mean  denfity  of 
the  earth  to  be  double  to  that  of 
the  hill,  which  Teems  very  probable 
from  other  confiderations,  the  at- 
trartion  of  the  hill  will  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  the  general  law  of  the  va¬ 
riation  of  attradion  in  the  inverfe 
duplicate  ratio  of  the  diftances,  as 
deduced  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  from 
the  comparifon  of  the  motion  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  with  the  force 
of  gravity  at  the  furface  of  the 
earth  ;  and  the  analogy  of  nature 
will  be  preferved. 

3.  *  We  may  now,  therefore,  be 
allowed  to  admit  this  law,  and  to 
acknowledge  that  the  mean  denlity 
of  the  earth  is  at  leail  double  of 
that  at  the  furface,  and  confe- 
quently  that  the  denfity  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  parts  of  the  earth  is  much 
greater  than  near  the  furface. 
Hence  alfo,  the  whole  quantity  of 
matter  in  the  earth  will  be  at  leaft 
as  great  again  as  if  it  had  been  all 
compofed  of  matter  of  the  fame 
denfity  with  that  at  the  furface;  or 
will  be  about  four  or  five  times  as 
great  as  if  it  were  all  compofed  of 
water. — This  conclufion,  he  adds, 
is  totally  contrary  to  the  hypothefis 
cf  fome  naturalirts,  who  fuppofe 
the  earth  to  be  only  a  great  hollow 
fhell  of  matter  ;  fupporting  itfelf 
from  the  property  of  an  arch,  with 
an  immenfe  vacuity  in  the  midh 
of  it.  But,  were  that  the  cafe,  the 
attradion  of  mountains,  and  even 
fmaller  inequalities  in  the  earth’s 
furface,  would  be  very  great,  con¬ 
trary  to  ex'periment,  and  would  af- 
fed  the  meafures  of  the  degrees  of 
the  meridian  much  more  than  we 
they  do;  and  the  variation 


of  gravity,  in  different  latitudes, 
in  going  from  the  equator  to  the 
poles,  as  found  by  pendulumes 
would  not  be  near  fo  regular  as  it 
ha?  been  found  by  e.xpeiiment  to 
be.” 

4.  He  obferves,  laftly,  that  as 
in'oun tains  are,  by  thefe  experi¬ 
ments,  found  capable  of  producing 
fenfible  defiedtions  of  the  plumb- 
lines  of  alironornical  inftruments  ; 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  im¬ 
portance  in  the  menfuration  of  de¬ 
grees  in  the  meridian,  either  to 
chufe  places  where  the  irregular  at 
tradions  of  the  elevated  parts  may 
be  fmail  ;  or  where,  by  their  fitu- 
ation,  they  may  compenfate  or 
counterad  the-effedsof  each  other, 
\_Mo?ithJy  Rt‘view-'\ 


Parallel  between  the  Old  and  Ke^ 
Worlds y  <ivith  regard  to  Extent 9 
Situation^  Climate,  Soil,  Inha~ 
bitantSy  c.  from  the  Abbe  Ray- 
nai’s  Philofophical  and  Political 
Hi/lory  of  the  Settlements  and 
frade  of  the  Europeans  in  the 
Eait  Weft-Indies,  franfated 
by  Mr.  Juitamond. 

IT  is  furprifing  that  fo  little 
fhould  have  been  known  of  the 
new  world,  for  fo  long  a  time  after 
it  was  difcovered.  Barbarous  fol- 
diers  and  rapacious  merchants  were 
not  proper  perfons  to  give  us  juft 
and  clear  notions  of  this  hemi- 
fphere.  It  was  the  province  of  phi- 
fofophy  alone  to  avail  itfelf  of  the 
informations  fcattered  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  voyagers  and  miftionaries, 
in  order  to  fee  America,  fuch  as 
nature  hath  made  it;  and  to  find 
out  its  analogy  to  the  reit  of  the 
globe. 

It  is  now  pretty  certain  that  the 
new  continent  has  not  half  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  Surface  that  the  old  has. 
f  4  At 


annual  register,  1775. 


At  the  fame  time,  the  form  of  both 
is  fo  fingularly  alike,  that  we  might 
eafily  be  inclined  to  draw  confe- 
quences  from  this  particular,  if  it 
were  not  always  necelfary  to  be 
upon  our  guard  againll  the  fpirit  of 
fydem  which  often  hops  us  in  our 
refearches  after  truth,  and  hinders 
us  from  attaining  it. 

The  two  continents  feem  to  form 
as  it  were  two  broad  trafts  of  land 
that  begin  from  the  ardic  pole, 
and  terminate  at  the  tropic  of  Ca¬ 
pricorn,  divided  on  the  eaft  and 
weft  by  the  ocean  that  furrounds 
them.  Whatever  may  be  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  thefe  two  continents,  and 
the  equality  or  fymmetry  of  their 
form ;  it  is  plain  their  equili¬ 
brium  does  not  depend  upon  their 
pofition.  It  is  the  inconftancy  of 
the  fea  that  conftitutes  the  folid 
form  of  the  earth.  To  fix  the 
globe  upon  it  bafis,  it  feemed  ne- 
cefTary  to  have  an  element  which 
floating  inceftantly  round  our  pla- 
uetj  might  by  its  weight  counter¬ 
balance  all  other  fqbttances,  and 
by  its  fluidity  reftore  that  equili¬ 
brium  which  the  conflid  of  the 
other  elements  might  have  difturb- 
ed.  Water,  by  its  natural  fiudu- 
arion  and  weight,  is  the  moft  pro¬ 
per  element  to  preferve  the  con- 
nedion  and  balance  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  globe  round  its  center. 
If  our  hemifphere  has  a  very  wide 
extent  of  continent  to  the  north, 
a  mafs  of  v/ater  of  equal  weight  at 
the  opposite  part  will  certainly  pro¬ 
duce  an  equilibrium.  If  under  the 
tropics  we  have  a  rich  country  co¬ 
vered  with  men  and  animals;  un¬ 
der  the  fame  latitude  America  will 
have  a  fea  filled  with  fifh*  While 
forefts  full  of  trees,  bending  with 
the  largeli:  fruits,  quadrupeds  of 
the  grtateft  fize,  the  moft  popu¬ 
lous  iiatigns,  elephants  at|d  m?|i 


are  a  load  upon  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  and  feem  to  abforb  all  its 
fertility  throughout  the  torrid  zone  ; 
at  both  poles  are  found  whales  with 
innumerable  multitudes  of  cod  and 
herrings,  clouds  of  infeds,  and  all 
the  infinite  and  prodigious  tribes 
that  inhabit  the  feas,  as  it  were  to 
fupport  the  axis  of  the  earth,  and 
prevent  its  inclining  or  deviating 
to  either  fide:  if,  indeed,  ele^ 
phants,  whales,  or  men  can  be  faid 
to  have  any  weight  on  a  globe, 
where  all  living  creatures  are  but 
a  tranfient  modification  of  the  earth 
that  compofes  it.  In  a  word,  the 
ocean  rolls  over  this  globe  to  far 
ftiion  it,  in  conformity  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  laws  of  gravity.  Sometimes 
it  covers  a  hemifphere,  a  pole  or 
a  zone,  which  at  other  times  it 
leaves  bare ;  but  in  general  it 
feems  to  afled  the  equator,  more 
efpecially  as  the  cold  of  the  poles 
in  fome  meafure  counterads  that 
fluidity  which  is  eflential  to  it,  and 
from  which  it  receives  all  its  power 
of  motion.  It  is  chiefly  between 
the  tropics  that  the  fea  extends  it- 
felf  and  is  agitated,  and  that  if: 
undergoes  the  greateft  change  both 
in  its  regular  and  periodical  mo¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  in  thofe  violent 
agitations  occafionally  excited  in 
it  by  tempeftuous  winds.  The  at- 
tradion  of  the  fun,  and  the  fer¬ 
mentations  occafioned  by  its  con? 
tinual  heat  in  the  torrid  zone,  muft 
have  a  very  remarkable  influence 
upon  the  occean.  The  motion  of 
the  moon  adds  a  new  force  to  this 
influence,  and  the  fea,  to  conforrn 
itfelf  to  this  double  impulfe,  muft, 
it  fliould  feem,  flow  tovvards  the 
equator.  Nothing  but  the  fiatnefs 
of  the  globe  at  the  poles,  can  pofli- 
bly  account  for  that  immenfe  ex¬ 
tent  of  vvater,  that  has  hitherto 
epneealed  from  us  the  lands  near 
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the  fouth  pole.  The  fea  cannot 
eafily  pafs  the  boundaries  of  the 
tropics,  if  the  temperate  and  frozen 
zones  are  not  nearer  the  center  of 
the  earth  than  the  torrid  zone,  (t 
is  the  fea  therefore  that  maintains 
an  equilibrium  with  the  land,  and 
difpofes  the  arrangement  of  the 
materials  that  compofe  it.  One 
proof  that  the  two  analogous  por¬ 
tions  of  land  which  the  two  con¬ 
tinents  of  the  globe  prefent  at  fird 
view,  are  not  effentially  necelTary 
to  its  conformation,  is,  that  the 
new  hemifphere  has  remained  co¬ 
vered  with  the  waters  of  the  fea,  a 
much  longer  time  than  the  old. 
Behdes,  if  there  is  an  evident  (imi- 
larity  between  the  two  hemi¬ 
spheres,  there  are  alfo  differences 
between  them,  which  will  perhaps 
deftroy  that  harmony  we  think  we 
obferve. 

When  we  confider  the  map  of 
the  world,  and  fee  the  local  cor- 
Tefpondence  between  the  idhmus  of 
3uez  and  that  of  Panama,  between 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Cape 
Horn,  between  the  Archipelago  of 
the  Eall-lndies  and  that  of  the 
Caribbee-lflands,  and  between  the 
mountains  of  Chili  and  thofe  of 
Monomotapa,  we  are  ftruck  with 
the  fimilarity  of  the  feveral  forms 
this  picture  prefents.  Land  feems 
on  all  fides  to  be  oppofed  to  land, 
water  to  water,  iflands  and  penin- 
fulas  fcattered  by  the  hand  of  na¬ 
ture  to  ferve  as  a  counterpoife,  and 
the  fea  by  its  fluctuation  conitantly 
maintaining  the  balance  of  the 
whole.  Hut  if  on  the  ocher  hand  we 
compare  the  great  extent  of  th^^  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean,  which  feparates  the  Eaft 
and  Welt-Indies,  with  the  fmail 
ipace  the  ocean  occupie-)  between 
the  coalt  of  Guinea  and  that  of 
Brazil  ;  the  vail  quantity  o'  inha 
l^ited  land  to  the  'North,  with  the 
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little  we  know  towards  the  South? 
the  direction  of  the  mountains  of 
Tartary  and  Europe,  which  is  from 
Eaft  to  Weft,  with  that  of  the 
Cordeleras  which  run  from  North 
to  South  ;  the  mind  is  in  fufpenfe, 
and  we  have  the  mortification  to 
fee  the  order  and  fymmetry  vaniili 
with  which  we  had  embellilhed  our 
fyftera  of  the  earth.  The  obferver 
is  ftill  more  difpleafed  with  his 
conjedlures,  when  he  confiders  the 
immenfe  height  of  the  mountains 
of  Peru.  He  is  then  aftoniihed  ta 
fee  a  continent  fo  recent  and  yet  fo 
elevated,  the  fea  fo  much  below 
the  tops  of  thefe  mountains,  and 
yet  fo  recently  come  down  from 
the  lands  that  feemed  to  be  eftec- 
tually  defended  from  its  attacks  by 
thofe  tremendous  bulwarks.  It  is, 
however,  an  undeniable  fa6t,  that 
both  continents  of  the  new  hemi- 
fphere  have  been  covered  with  the 
fea.  The  air  and  the  land  confirm 
this  truth. 

The  rivers,  which  in  America 
are  wider  and  of  greater  extent; 
the  immenfe  foreils  to  the  fouth  ; 
the  fpacious  lakes  and  vaft  moraifes 
to  the  north ;  the  almoft  eternal 
fnows  between  the  tropics ,  few 
of  thofe  pure  fands  that  feem  to  be 
the  remains  of  an  ex  hain'led  ground  ; 
no  men  entirely  black;  very  fair 
people  under  the  line  ;  a  cool  and 
mild  air  in  the  lame  latitude  as  the 
lultry  and  uninhabitnbie  par.s  of 
Africa  ;  a  frozen  and  fevere  cli¬ 
mate  under  the  fame  paiaiiei  as 
our  temperate  cllmate-^  ,  and  i  ftiy, 
a  d’fference  of  ten  or  tAe'vc  de¬ 
grees,  in  tilt  ten‘pera:u«'c  or  the 
old  and  new  hemiipheiei  ;  thefe 
are  fo  many  token:,  ot  a  ^vorH  that 
is  ftil!  la  its  infancy. 

Why  dbouid  tne  continent  of 
America  be  much  warmer  and 
much  colder  in  proportion  than 

that 
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that  of  Europe,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  moiiture  the  ocean  has  left  be¬ 
hind,  in  quitting  it  long  after  our 
continent  vVas  peopled?  Nothing 
but  the  fea  can  polTibly  have  pre¬ 
vented  Mexico  from  being  inha¬ 
bited  as  early  as  Afia.  If  the 
waters  that  hill  moiften  the  bowels 
of  the  earth  in  the  new  hemiiphere 
had  not  covered  its  furface,  the  woods 
would  very  eahly  have  been  cut 
down,  the  fens  drained,  a  foft  and 
watery  foil  would  have  been  made 
firm,  by  ftirring  up,  and  expofing 
it  to  the  rays  of  the  fun,  a  free 
paffage  would  have  been  opened  to 
the  winds,  and  dikes  raifed  along 
the  rivers ;  in  Ihort,  the  climate 
would  have  been  totally  altered  by 
this  time.  But  a  rude  and  unpeo¬ 
pled  hemifphere  denotes  a  recent 
world  ;  when  the  fea,  about  its 
coah,  hill  Hows  obfcurely  in  its 
channels,  A  lefs  fcorching  fun, 
more  plentiful  rains,  and  thicker 
vapours  more  difpofed  to  ftagnate, 
are  evident  marks  of  the  decay  or 
the  infancy  of  nature. 

The  diHerence  of  climate,  arifing 
from  the  waters  having  lain  fo 
long  on  the  ground  in  America, 
could  not  but  have  a  great  influence 
cn  men  and  animals.  From  this 
diverfity  of  caufes  rnufl  necefiarily 
arife  a  very  great  diverfity  of  effedls. 
Accordingly  we  fee  more  fpecies 
of  animals,  by  two  thirds,  in  the 
old  cbntinent  than  in  the  new; 
animals  of  the  fame  kind  confider- 
ably  larger  ;  monfters  that  are  be¬ 
come  more  favage  and  tierce,  as 
the  countries  have  become  more  in¬ 
habited.  On  the  other  hand,  na¬ 
ture  fee  ms  to  have  flrangely  neg- 
lefled  the  new  world.  The  men 
have  lefs  flrength  and  lefs  courage: 
no  beard  and  no  hair  ;  they  have 
lefs  appearances  of  manhood  ;  and 
are  but  little  fufceptiblb  of  the 
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lively  and  powerful  fentimcnt  of 
love,  which  is  the  principle  of 
every  attachment,  the  firfl  inHinfl, 
the  iirfl  band  of  focietv,  without 
which  all  other  artificial  ties  have 
neither  energy  nor  duration.  The 
women,  who  are  Hill  more  weak, 
are  neither  favourably  treated  by 
nature  nor  by  the  men,  who  have 
but  little  love  for  them,  and  con- 
fider  them  merely  as  fubfervient  t6 
their  will  :  they  rather  facriiic« 
them  to  their  indolence,  than  con- 
fecrate  them  to  their  pleafures. 
This  indolence  is  the  great  delight 
and  fupreme  felicity  of  the  Ame^, 
ricans,  of  which  the  women  are  the 
victims  from  the  continual  labours 
impofed  upon  them.  It  muft,  how¬ 
ever,  be  confelTed,  that  in  America, 
as  in  all  other  parts,  the  men, 
when  they  have  fentenced  the  wo¬ 
men  to  work,  have  been  fo  equit¬ 
able  as  to  take  upon  themfeives 
the  perils  of  war,  together  with 
the  toils  of  hunting  and  iiHiing, 
But  their  indifference  for  the  fex, 
which  nature  has  intrufted  with  the 
care  of  multiplying  the  fpecies, 
implies  an  imperfeftion  in  their 
organs,  a  fort  of  Hate  of  childhood 
in  the  people  of  America,  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  people  in  our  conti¬ 
nent  who  are  not  yet  arrived  to  the 
age  of  puberty.  This  feems  to  be 
a  natural  defec^l  prevailing  in  the 
continent  of  America,  which  is  an 
indication  of  its  being  a  new 
country. 

But  if  the  Americans  are  a  new 
people,  are  they  a  race  of  men  ori¬ 
ginally  diiHnbl  from  thofe  who  co¬ 
ver  the  face  of  the  old  world  ? 
-This  is  a  queHion  which  ought  not 
to  be  too  hadiiy  decided.  The 
origin  of  the  population  of  Ame¬ 
rica  is  involved  in  inextricable 
difficulties,  if  we  affiert  that  the 
Greerdanders  firil  came  from  Nor¬ 
way* 
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way,  and  then  went  over  to  the 
coaft  of  Labrador  ;  others  will  tell 
us  it  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  the  Greenlanders  are  fprung 
from  the  Efquimaux,  to  whom  they 
bear  a  greater  refemblance  than  to 
the  Europeans.  If  we  Ihould  fup¬ 
pofe  that  Cairlbrnia  was  peopled 
from  Karntfchatka,  it  may  be  afked 
what  motive  or  what  chance  could 
have  led  the  Tartars  to  the  north- 
weft  of  America.  Yet  it  is  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  from  Greenland  or 
Kamtfchatka  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  old  world  muft  have  gone 
over  to  the  new,  as  it  is  by  thofe 
two  countries  that  the  two  conti¬ 
nents  are  conneCteJ,  or  at  leaft 
approach  neareft  to  one  another. 
Belides,  how  can  we  conceive  that 
in  America  the  torrid  zone  can 
have  been  peopled  from  one  of  the 
frozen  zones  ?  Population  will  in¬ 
deed  fpread  from  north  to  fouth, 
bin  it  muft  naturally  have  begun 
under  the  equator,  where  life  is 
cherifhed  by  warmth.  If  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  America  could  not  come 
from  our  continent,  and  yet  appear 
to  be  a  new  race,  we  muft  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  flood,  which  is  the 
fource  and  the  folution  of  all  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  hiilory  of  nations. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  Tea  hav¬ 
ing  overflowed  the  other  hemi- 
fphere,  its  old  inhabitants  took  re¬ 
fuge  upon  the  Apalachian  moun¬ 
tains,  and  the  Cordeleras,  which 
are  far  higher  than  our  mount 
Ararat.  But  how  could  they  have 
Jived  upon  thofe  heights,  covered 
with  fnow,  and  furrounded  with 
waters  ?  How  is  it  poffible  that 
men  who  had  breathed  in  a  pure 
and  delip^htful  climate,  could  have 
furvived  the  miferies  of  want,  the 
inclemencyof  a  tainted  acmofphere, 
and  thofe  numberlefs  calamities, 
Vvhich  muft  be  the  unavoidable  con- 
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fequences  of  a  deluge?  How  will 
the  race  have  been  preferved  and 
propagated  in  thofe  times  of  gene¬ 
ral  calamity,  and  in  the  miferable 
ages  that  muft  have  fucceeded  ? 
Notwithftanding  all  thefe  objec¬ 
tions,  we  muft  allow  that  America 
has  been  peopled  from  thefe 
wretched  remains  of  the  great  de- 
vaftation.  Every  thing  carries  the 
veftiges  of  a  malady,  of  which  the 
human  race  ftill  feels  the  effeds. 
The  ruin  of  that  world  is  ftill  im¬ 
printed  on  its  inhabitants.  They 
are  a  fpecies  of  men  degraded  and 
degenerated  in  their  natural  con- 
ftitution,  in  their  ftature,  in  their 
way  of  life,  and  in  their  under- 
ftanding,  which  is  but  little  ad¬ 
vanced  in  all  the  arts  of  civiliz¬ 
ation.  A  damper  air,  and  a  more 
marftiy  ground,  muft  neceflarily 
have  infeded  the  firft  principles  of 
the  fubfiftence  and  increafe  of  man¬ 
kind.  It  muft  have  required  fome 
ages  to  reftore  population,  and  ftill 
a  greater  number  before  the  ground 
could  be  fettled  and  dried,  fo  as 
to  be  fit  for  tillage,  and  for  the 
foundation  of  buildings.  The  air 
muft  neceffarily  be  purified,  before 
the  ffiy  could  be  clear,  and  the  fky 
muft  neceflarily  be  clear  before  the 
earth  could  be  rendered  habitable. 
The  imperfedion  therefore  of  na¬ 
ture  in  America  is  not  fo  much  a 
proof  of  its  recent  origin,  as  of  its 
regeneration.  It  was  probably 
peopled  at  the  fame  time  as  the 
other  hemifphere,  but  may  have 
been  overflown  later.  The  large 
foffil  bones  that  are  found  under 
ground  in  America,  fhew  that  it 
had  formerly  elephants,  rhinoceros, 
and  other  enormous  quadrupeds, 
which  have  fince  difappeared  in 
thofe  regions.  The  gold  and  filver 
mines  that  are  found  juft  below  the 
furface,  are  figns  of  a  very  ancient 
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revolution  of  the  globe,  but  later 
than  thofe  that  have  overturned 
our  hemirphere. 

Suppofe  America  had,  by  fome 
means  or  other,  been  repeopled  by 
cur  roving  herds,  that  period  would 
have  been  fo  remote,  that  it  would 
ftill  give  great  antiquity  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  hennfphere. 
Three  or  four  centuries  will  not 
then  be  fufiicient  to  allow  for  the 
foundation  of  the  empires  of  Mex¬ 
ico  and  Peru  ;  for  though  we  find 
no  trace  in  thefe  countries  of  our 
arts,  or  of  the  opinions  and  cuf- 
toms  that  prevail  in  other  parts  of 
the  globe,  yet  we  have  found  a 
police  and  a  fociety  eftablilhed, 
inventions  and  praftices  which, 
though  they  did  not  Ihew  any 
marks  of  times  anterior  to  the  de¬ 
luge,  yet  they  implied  a  long  fe- 
ries  of  ages  fubfequent  to  this  ca- 
tsaftrophe.  For,  though  in  Mexico, 
as  in  Egypt,  a  country  furrounded 
with  waters,  mountains,  and  other 
invincible  obllacles,  mull  have 
forced  the  men  inclofed  in  it  to 
unite  after  a  time,  though  they 
might  at  firft  defiroy  each  other  in 
continual  and  bloody  wars ;  yet  it 
was  only  in  procefs  of  time  that 
they  could  invent  and  eftablilh  a 
worlhip  and  a  legifilation,  which 
they  could  not,  poffibly,  have  bor¬ 
rowed  from  remote  times  or  coun¬ 
tries.  It  required  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  ages  to  render  familiar  the 
iingle  art  of  fpeech,  and  that  of 
writing,  though  but  in  hierogly¬ 
phics,  to  a  whole  nation  uncon- 
nefled  with  any  other,  and  which 
muft  itfelf  have  created  both  thofe 
arts,  than  it  would  take  up  days 
to  perfedl  a  child  in  them.  Ages 
bear  not  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  whole  race  as  years  do  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  I'he  whole  race  is  to  oc¬ 
cupy  a  vaft  field,  both  as  to  fpace 


and  duration,  while  the  indivi'* 
duals  have  only  fome  pioments  or 
inftants  of  time  to  fill  up,  or  ra¬ 
ther  to  run  over.  ^he  likenef^ 
and  uniformity  obfer'^able  in  the 
features  and  mannei^s  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  nations,  pj^inly  Ihew  that 
they  are  not  ancient  as  thofe  of 
our  continrent  which  differ  fo  much 
from  each  other ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  this  circumftance  feems  to 
confirm  that  they  did  not  proceed 
from  any  modern  hemifphere,  with 
which  they  have  no  kind  of  affinity 
that  can  indicate  an  immediate  de« 
feent. 


Experiments  on  Water  obtained  from 
the  melted  Ice  of  Be a-W at er^  to 
afeertain  njohether  it  be  frejh  or 
not ;  and  to  determine  its  jpecife 
Graifity  ^vith  refpe3  to  other  W j- 
ter.  Alfo  Experiments  to  find  the 
Degree  of  Cold  in  nAjhich  Sea- 
Water  begins  to  free%e.  By  Mrm 
Edward  Nairn e.  Addrejfed  te 
Sir  John  Pringle,  Bart.  Prefdeni 
of  the  Royal  Society  ;  and  read  be¬ 
fore  that  learned  Body  the  \f  of 
February,  1776. 

Hampflead, 

S  I  R,  Feb.  1 ,  1776. 

T  having  been  fuggefled,  in  a 
X  converfation  at  which  I  was 
prefen t,  that  the  ice  of  fea- water 
is  not  frefh  ;  and  that  if  the  ice 
found  near  the  poles  be  really  fo, 
it  muft  probably  be  the  ice  of  frefh 
water  difeharged  into  the  fea  from 
large  rivers  in  thofe  parts  :  I 
thought  the  prefent  cold  weather 
afforded  an  opportunity  too  favour¬ 
able  to  be  loll,  of  afeertaining  by 
experiment,  whether  the  water  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  melted  ice  of  fea- 
water  be  free  from  the  tafle  of  fait 
or  not ;  of  comparing  its  gravity 
with  that  of  the  fea- water,  &c.  ; 

and 
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and  of  finding  the  degree  of  cold  in 
which  the  latter  begins  to  freeze : 
and  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
you  an  account  of  my  refearches  in 
thefe  matters,  and  of  the  methods 
I  followed  in  making  them.  If 
you.  Sir,  fhould  think  them  wor¬ 
thy  of  notice,  and  would  commu¬ 
nicate  them  to  the  learned  body 
over  which  you  prefide,  you  would 
confer  an  honour  on,  &c. 

THE  fea-water  ufed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  experiments  was  furniflied 
by  Mr.  Owen,  who  keeps  the  Mi¬ 
neral  Water  Warehoufe,  at  Tem¬ 
ple-Bar  ;  who  affured  me,  that  it 
vvas  taken  up  off  the  North  Fore¬ 
land. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1766, 
at  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening,  I 
filled  a  jar  31  inches  in  diameter 
and  6|  inches  deep,  with  fea-wa¬ 
ter,  and  expofed  it  to  the  open  air, 
the  thermometer  Handing  at  15°. 
At  noon  the  next  day,  on  taking 
it  in,  I  found  it  frozen  very  hard, 
except  a  very  little  at  the  bottom, 
which  remained  quite  fluid  :  I  now 
fet  it  by  a  ftove  in  a  heat  of  56“' 
to  thaw.  The  ice  when  taken  in 
from  the  open  air  was  one  quarter 
of  an  inch  above  the  edge  of  the 
jar.  When  the  jar  had  continued 
in  the  degree  of  heat  abovemen- 
tioned  during  eight  hours,  I  took 
out  the  ice,  which  was  then  3  J  in¬ 
ches  long  and  two  inches  in  dia¬ 
meter  ;  about  two  thirds  of  the 
water  appeared  to  remain.  In  or¬ 
der  to  clear  the  ice  from  any  brine 
that  might  adhere  to  it,  I  wafbed 
it  in  a  pail  of  pump-water,  in 
which  it  was  fuffered  to  remain 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
then  fet  it  in  a  fieve  to  drain  off 
the  water  in  which  it  had  been 
wafhed. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1776, 


I  fet  the  beforementioned  ice  in  a 
bafin  in  a  heat  of  about  46",  ia 
which  it  continued  nine  hours  be¬ 
fore  the  whole  was  diflblved.  The 
bulb  of  a  thermometer  refled  on 
the  ice  during  the  time  of  the  fo- 
lution,  and  continued  without  va¬ 
riation  at  32®.  The  water  thus 
obtained  was,  to  my  palate,  per- 
feillyfree  from  any  tafte  of  fait. 

In  order  to  afeertain  the  com¬ 
parative  gravity  of  this  water,  I 
filled  a  bottle  with  it  to  a  certain 
mark  in  its  neck,  which  wzs  very 
narrow,  and  weighed  the  bottle  fo 
filled  very  carefully.  I  weighed 
the  fame  bottle,  filled  to  the  fame 
mark  in  its  neck  with  fea-water 
and  other  waters  fucceflively,  which 
were  all  brought  to  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  by  a  thermometer. 
The  refults  were  as  follovv^viz. 

Grains* 

Water  obtained  from  the 
melted  ice  of  the  fea- 
water,  — >  — 

Diftiiled  rain-water,  — 

Water  taken  out  of  a  water 

tub,  being  a  mixture  of  >  1615 
rain  and  fnow  water, 

The  fea-water,  — 

The.  rejiduum  of  the  fea-water 
from  which  the  ice  before- 
mentioned  had  been  ta¬ 
ken,  —  — 

To  find  the  degree  of  cold  in 
which  fea-  vater  begins  to  freeze,  I 
made  the  following  experiments. 

I  expofed  to  the  open  air  a  de¬ 
canter  filled  with  the  fea-water,  in 
which  a  thermometer  was  fufpend- 
ed,  the  bulb  of  which  reached  co 
the  middle  of  the  widefl  part  of  the 
decanter  ;  a  jelly  glafs  filed  with 
the  fame  fea-water,  in  which  alfo  a 
thermometer  was  put,  refting  on  the 
bottom,  was  placed  in  the  fame  ex- 
pofure.  The  refult  will  be  feen  in 
the  following  table : 


1614 

1612 


1653 

.659 


January 
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Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs. 
Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs. 


/ 


i 

: 


Decanter, 

Jell3iiglars, 


Decanter, 
jelly  glafs. 
Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs. 


Decanter, 


Decanter, 


Decanter, 


January  29,  1776. 


Time. 

Immerfcd 

Therm. 

Therm,  in 
the  open 
Air. 

h  ' 

II  30A.M. 

19 

12  0 

33 

25  to  28.5 

19 

12  15 

1 

31 

28.5 

12  20 

30 

28-5  ‘ 

12  30 

I 

29 

28.5 

I  0  P.M, 

'  19 

I  15 

28.5 

19 

4.  0 

t 

28.^' 

19 

-ElFe^ls,  See, 


A  number  of  beautiful 
feathered  cryftals  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  jelly 
glafs  j  they  began  to 
(hoot  from  the  top, 
which  was  covered 
with  ice,  toward  the 
bottom  5  when  they 
reached  it,  the  ther- 
mcmeter  role  imme¬ 
diately  from  25  to 
2K.  5* 

Ice  began  to  form  in 
the  decanter,  though 
hardly  perceptible  at 
the  edge  ©f  the  water. 

( 

Cryftals  of  a  laminat¬ 
ed  appearance  began 
to  (lioot  downwards 
obliquely  from  the 
ice  at  the  lurface, 
which  at  the  edge  of 
the  water  was  barely 
two- tenths  of  an  inch 
thick  j  no  appearance 
of  ice  in  the  middle 
of  the  furface, 

Cryftals  began  to  (hoot 
round  the  neck  of  the 
decanter  dole  to  the 
glafs. 

The  infide  became  co¬ 
vered  with  finely  fea¬ 
thered  cryffals,  which 
made  it  Impoirihle  to 
oblerve  the  height  of 
the  thermometer,  with¬ 
out  raifng  it  till  the 
quickfdver  in  the  tube 
appeared  above  the 
ice. 


January 
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January  29,  at  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  1  expofed  to  the  open 
air,  two  hmilar  jars,  each  5^  inches 
deep  and  inch  in  diameter ; 
one  of  which  I  lhall,  for  the  fake  of 
dikin(flion,  call  a  ;  the  other,  b.  a 
was  filled  with  the  fea-water  ;  b 
with  water  taken  out  of  a  water- 
tub,  which  was  a  mixture  of  rain 


19 

and  fnow  water.  In  a  two  ther¬ 
mometers  were  placed  ;  one  reited 
on  the  bottom  ;  the  upper  part  of 
the  ball  of  the  other  was  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  only  below  the  furface 
of  the  water  ;  one  thermometer 
was  alfo  placed  in  b,  reding  oa 
the  bottom.  The  following  table 
Ihews  the  refult. 


\ 

Therm. 

Therm. 

Therm,  in 

Veffel. 

Time. 

at  the 

at  the 

the  open 

Top, 

Bottom. 

Air. 

h 

✓ 

A 

B 

8 

0  P.M. 

60 

CN  CTv 

0  0 

19.5 

A 

B 

8 

15 

40 

33 

38 

A 

B 

8 

20 

35 

29.5 

37*5 

The  furface  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  in  B  covered  with 

ice. 

A 

B 

8 

25 

31 

26.5 

/ 

Surface  as  before.  i 

34 

No  appearance  of  ice. 

A 

B 

8 

30 

29 

25 

32  , 

The  ice  on  the  furface 
increafed. 

A 

8 

32 

to 

00 

■24.5 

Ice  began  to  appear  on 
the  furface. 

B 

32 

Quite  frozen. 

A 

B 

8 

36 

28.2 

28.5 

20 

Crydals  over  every  part 
of  the  glafs. 

32 

As  before. 

N.  B.  During  the  time  in  which  thefe  obfervatlons  were  made,  the 
thermometer  in  the  open  air  rofe  half  of  a  divifion. 


The  following  table  fhews  the 
refult  of  feme  further  obfervations 
on  the  effects  of  cold  on  the  fea- 
water  in  the  jar  a  of  the  lad  table, 
which  had  been  thawed  in  order  to 


be  now  expofed  again  to  the  oped 
air.  The  thermometer  in  the  jar 
continued  in  the  fame  fituation  as 
before. 


January 
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January  30,  1776,  A.  M. 


Time, 

Therm,  at 
the  Top. 

‘Therm,  at 
the  Bottom. 

Therm, 
in  the 
open  Air. 

'  h  ' 

10  32 

34-5 

33-5 

16.5 

10  39 

% 

29 

32 

ip  42 

28.5 

3°-5 

10  48 

28 

28 

1 1  I 

27 

24.5 

18.5 

.. 

27-f 

28.5 

\ 

XI  45 

1 

26.5 

00 

v3i 

19 

Eff  <3:s,  &c. 


The  water  fluid. 

Ice  began  to  be  formed  about 
the  glafs  at  the  edge  of  the 
water. 

Still  continued  to  have  ice 
only  about  the  edge  of  the 
water. 

The  furface  of  the  water 
rendered  flagnant  by  the  ice. 

The  cryftals  had  almofl: 
reached  the  bottom. 

During  the  half  minute  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  obfervation, 
the  cryftals  reached  the 
bottom  of  the  jar  5  the 
lower  thermometer  rofe  al- 
moft  inftantaneoufly  from 
34.5  to  ^8.5,  and  was  im¬ 
mediately  rendered  obfcure 
by  the  ice. 

The  jar  was  taken  In  from 
the  open  air,  and  the  lawer 
thermometer  lifted  out  of 
the  ice  to  a  fufiicieHt  height 
for  the  obfervations. 


From  thefe  obfervations  it  feems 
that  the  freezing  point  of  fea-water 
fhoold  be  fixed  in  Fahrenheit’s  fcale 
at  28.5. 

As  the  water,  when  it  began  tp 
freeze  in  two  experiments,  exhi¬ 
bited  phenomena  different  from 
any  I  had  obferved  before,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  an  ac¬ 
count  of  them. 

At  fourteen  minutes  after  eight 
in  the  morning  of  January  31,  I 
put  the  jar  b  of  the  fecond  table, 
containing  the  fame  water  ;  viz.  a 
aiixtur'e  of  rain  and  faow-water,  in 


a  window,  having  the  evening  be¬ 
fore  placed  a  fecond  thermometer 
in  it,  the  bulb  of  which  was  juft 
below  the  furface  of  the  water. 
This  as  well  as  the  thermometer  at 
the  bottom  flood  at  27.5,  and  the 
v/ater  was  perfedly  fluid  ;  the  ther¬ 
mometer  placed  near  the  jar  within 
the  window  was  at  23.3,  At 
twenty-feven  minutes  after  eight  it 
began  to  freeze  at  the  bottom  of 
the  jar,  the  thermometers  at  the 
top  and  bottom  ftanding  alike  at 
27,  The  inltant  the  cryflals  began 
to  encompafs  the  ball  of  the  ther¬ 
mometer 
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mometer  below,  which  they  very 


foon  did  after  it  began  to  freeze, 
the  quickfilver  rofe  in  it  to  32*^, 
the  upper  one  continuing  at  27°. 
The  ci-y'tals  continued  to  flioot 
upward,  and  in  lefs  than  half  a 
minute  reached  the  bulb  of  the 
thermometer  at  the  furface,  which 
immediately  rofe  to  32°. 

At  ten  minutes  before  fix  in  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day,  I  put 
the  jar  a  of  the  fecond  table  into 
the  open  air,  its  contents  the 
fame  ;  fea-water.  The  ther¬ 
mometers  in  it  were  likewife  the 
fame,  not  having  been  moved ; 
they  both  flood  at  34°;  that  in 
the  open  air  at  19.5.  At  fix 
o’clock  the  thermometer  above  was 
at  31^’,  that  below  at  28.25.  At 
this  time  I  difcovered  feme  ice  on 
the  furface  of  the  water  ;  but  as  it 
was  by  candle-light,  I  could  not 
difeern  its  firft  appearance.  At 
ten  minutes  after  fix,  the  thermo¬ 
meter  above  was  at  29'^ ;  that  be¬ 
low  at  26.3.  At  fifteen  minutes 
after  fix,  the  upper  thermometer 
at  28.5  ;  that  below  at  25®.  At 
feventeen  minutes  after  fix,  both 
the  thermometers  flood  at  28.5, 
cryflalp  having  rifen  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  covered  the  ball  of  that  be¬ 
low,  on  which  it  rofe  inflantly 
from  25°  to  28.5.  The  thermo¬ 
meter  in  the  open  air  continued  as 
at  firfl  ;  w/z.  at  19- 5* 

The  fcale  of  all  the  thermome¬ 
ters  ufed  in  thefe  experiments  was 
Fahrenheit’s.  I  have  fent  here¬ 
with  fpecimens  of  the  water  ;  'viz. 
of  the  fea-water  ;  of  the  water 
procured  from  its  melted  ice  ;  and 
of  the  refiduum  of  the  fea-water 
from  which  the  ice  was  taken. 

I  am,  &c. 


Comparifon  of  the  Heat  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Edinburgh.  By  John 
Roebuck,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  in  a 
Letter  to  Willram  Heberden, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  From  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranfadions. 

S  I  R, 

DELIVERED  to  you  fome 
time  ago,  a  regifler  of  the 
thermometer  at  Hawkhill  for  ten 
years  ;  but  as  thefe  obfervations 
were  made  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  four  in  the  afternoon, 
and  yours  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  two  in  the  afternoon, 
the  correfponding  years  of  the 
morning’s  obfervations  only  admit 
of  a  comparifon.  It  appears  by 
your  regifler,  that  the  mean  heat 
at  London  for  nine  years  from 
the  end  of  1763  to  the  end  of 
1772,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  was  47°.  4  ;  and  the 
mean  heat  at  Hawkhill,  during  the 
fame  period  of  time,  was  46®, 
The  difference  of  which  is  only 
i°.4.  A  difference  much  lefs  than 
might  be  expefled  from  the  diffe¬ 
rence  of  latitude,  and  not  fufficient 
to  account  why  nonpareils,  golden 
renets,  peaches,  nedtarines,  and 
many  kinds  of  grapes,  generally 
come  to  maturity  near  London, 
and  fcarce  ever  near  Edinburgh, 
without  the  aid  Of  artificial  heat. 
Before  I  proceeded  further  to  per¬ 
plex  myfelf  with  this  difficulty, 

1  procured  from  Flawkliill  and 
from  yourfelf  the  regifler  of  the 
thermometer  for  three  years  at  the 
fame  periods  of  time  ;  copies  of 
which  I  here  inclofe  to  you.  And 
by  thefe  it  appears,  that  the  mean 
heat  of  London  of  thefe  three 
years  exceeded  that  of  Edinburgh 
by  4°. 5.  And  the  mean  heat  of 
,  the 
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the  three  hotteft  months  in  Lon¬ 
don,  exceeded  the  mean  of  the 
fame  three  at  Edinburgh  by  5°.  8. 
And  the  mean  heat  of  thefe  three 
fummer  months,  at  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  in  London,  exceeded 
the  mean  heat  of  the  fame  months, 
at  the  fame  hour,  in  Edinburgh, 
by  7«.  3.  ;  which  fufficiently  ac¬ 
counts  why  fome  fruit  may  come 
to  maturity  in  one  country  and 
not  in  the  other:  and  alfo  why 
corn  and  grafs,  which  vegetate 
with,  a  more  temperate  heat,  but 
require  a  longer  continuance  of  it, 
may  arrive  at  maturity  in  both 
countries.  The  reafon  why  the 
mean  heat  of  London  exceeds 
that  of  Edinburgh  may  arife  prin¬ 
cipally  from  the  difference  of  la¬ 
titude.  But  the  reafon  why  the 
excefs  is  greater  in  proportion  in 
the  three  hottell  months  of  the 
year,  at  the  hotted  time  of  the 
day,  than  in  the  winter  months. 


arifes  from  Edinburgh’s  being  li- 
tuated  nearer  to  the  fea  than  Lon¬ 
don.  We  might  fpeak  with  more 
precifion  on  this  fubjedt,  if  we  had 
a  regider  of  the  thermometer  at 
Mofcow,  which  is  nearly  of  the 
fame  latitude  as  Edinburgh  ; 
though  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
heat  of  fummer  is  much  more  in- 
tenfe,  and  the  cold  of  winter  much 
more  fevere,  at  Mofcow  than  at 
Edinburgh.  The  mean  heat  of 
fprings  near  Edinburgh  feems  to 
be  47°;  and  at  London  51“.  It 
is  probable,  that  the  mean  heat 
of  good  fprings  in  any  country  is 
very  nearly  the  mean  heat  of  the 
country*.  A  faithful  accounted 
the  heat  of  fprings  in  different  la¬ 
titudes,  and  of  water  taken  from 
the  fame  depth  of  the  fea  in  dif¬ 
ferent  latitudes,  is  yet  wanted, 

I  am,  &c. 


*  We  diall  have  an  eafy  method  of  finding  the  mean  heat  of  any  place,  if  it 
be  always  nearly  eoual  to  that  of  its  fprings.  This  matter  might  be  afcertained 
by  a  proper  number  of  obiervations  j  and  it  is  therefore  very  defirable,  to  have 
an  account  taken  of  the  heat  of  the  fprings,  wherever  a  regider  is  kept  of  the 
heat  of  the  air,  W,  Heeeruen. 
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Mean  Heat  in  Pall-Mall,  London. 


1772. 

*773* 

1774* 

Mean  Heat  of 
Three  Years. 

8  A.M. 

zP.M. 

Is  A.M. 

2  P.M. 

3A.M. 

2P.M. 

8  A.M. 

2  P.M. 

January 

36 

38 

42 

44 

34 

39 

37*3 

40*3 

February 

38 

42 

3*^ 

4* 

38 

44 

37-3 

42.3 

March 

41 

47 

40 

51 

41 

52 

40.7 

50 

April 

44 

51 

45 

55 

47 

55 

45*3 

53-7 

May 

49 

60 

50 

60 

5' 

60 

50 

60 

June 

64 

73 

58 

67 

59 

67 

60.3 

69 

July 

61 

72 

60 

68 

61 

69 

60.7 

69.7 

Augufl 

60 

70 

62 

72 

62 

70 

61.3 

70.7 

September 

56 

65 

5<^ 

63 

55 

63 

S5r7 

63-7 

Odober 

5^ 

61 

5* 

59 

48 

58 

51*7 

59*3 

November 

45 

55 

40 

47 

40 

44 

41.7 

48.7 

December 

41 

44 

41 

45 

39 

43 

40*3 

44 

Mean  heat 

49.2 

56.5 

48.4 

56 

47*9 

55  3 

48.5 

56 

Mean  Heat  of  tliree  Years  Morning  and  Afternoon  was  52.2. 


Mean  Heat  at  Hawkhill,  fituated  about  one  Mile  North  of 
Edinburgh,  and  103  Feet  above  the  Level  of  the  Sea. 


1772. 

1773* 

1 

1774* 

Mean  Heat  of 
Three  Years. 

8  A.M. 

2P,M. 

8  A.M. 

[2  P.M. 

8  A.M. 

2  P.M. 

8  A.M. 

2  P.M. 

January 

31*5 

34*3 

38-5 

40*3 

29, 1 

33 

33-3 

35-8 

February 

30*9 

36.5 

35*1 

40.7 

36.2 

40.4 

34 

39.2 

March 

37 

42.8 

42.1 

48.4 

37-* 

43-2 

38.7 

44.8 

April 

42.9 

48.5 

45.6 

51. 1 

44.1 

48.6 

44.2 

49-5 

May 

49.1 

54*5 

48.6 

53-* 

46.6 

^0.8 

48.1 

52.8 

June 

57.2 

62.1 

55-2 

60.1 

51. 1 

59*7 

54*5 

60.6 

July 

58.7 

64.6 

57*7 

61.9 

57*4 

63-3 

57*9 

63*3 

Augufl 

57*4 

63.9 

58.3 

64.8 

57.2 

62.5 

57.6 

63*7 

September 

5^*5 

58.1 

51*3 

55.8 

51.7 

57.8 

55.5 

57.2 

Oftober 

48.8 

51.6 

46 

50.7 

48.3 

52.8 

47*7 

51*7 

November 

4  -7 

44.6 

38.2 

42*3 

38 

42 

39-3 

42.9 

December 

39*7 

41.6 

36.4 

38.5 

37*3 

40 

37-8 

40 

Mean  heat 

45*5 

50.3 

46.1 

50.6 

44.5 

49-5  i 

454 

50.1 

Mean  Heat  of  three  Years  Morning  and  Afternoon  was  4.7.7. 
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An  Account  of  fome  curious  Expert- 
ments  tried  lately  in  London  and 
Liverpool,  ^ith  <very  great  De¬ 
grees  of  Heat  and  Cold  upon  ani¬ 
mal  and  ‘vegetable  Bodies ^  and  of 
Cold  upon  vegetable  Bodies^  prov¬ 
ing  that  fuch  Bodies,  nxihile  alive, 
are  endued  vj  th  many  uncommon 
Povjers,  puriicularly  thofe  of  bear ’• 
ing  Heat  and  Cold,  and  even  ge¬ 
nerating  the  one,  occafonally ,  in 
oppofetion  to  the  other.  From  the 
Philofophical  Tranfa£lions.^ 

Article  the  First. 

Experiments  in  an  heated  Room,  By 
Matthew  Dobfon,  M.  D.  In  a 
Letter  to  John  Fothergili,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S. 

Liverpool,  April  25,  1775* 

dear  sir, 

I  PERUSED  with  particular 
pleafure,  your  (hort  account  of 
the  curious  experiment  made  by 
Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander.  The 
fame,  and  fome  additional  experi¬ 
ments,  have  been  made  here;  the 
refult  of  which  1  (hould  fooner 
have  tranfmicted  to  you,  had  1  not 
been  prevented  by  the  conltanc 
engagements  of  my  profeffion. 

Experiments, 

I.  The  fweating  room  of  our 
Public  Hofpital  at  Liverpool, 
which  is  nearly  a  cube  of  nine 
feet,  lighted  from  the  top,,  was 
heated  till  the  quickfilver  Itood  at 
22,°  on  Fahrenheit’s  fcale,  nor 
would  the  tube  of  the  thermometer 
indeed  ad^^it  the  heat  to  be  raifed 
higher.  TI?e  thermometer  was 
fufpended  l:^y  a  llring  fixed  to  the 
wooden  frame  of  the  Iky-light, 


and  hung  down  about  the  centre 
of  the  room.  Myfelf  and  fevera! 
others  were  at  this  time  inclofed 
in  the  ftove,  without  experiencing 
any  opprefiive*br  painful  fenfation 
of  heat,  proportioned  to  the  de¬ 
gree  pointed  out  by  the  thermome¬ 
ter.  Every  metallic  about  us  foon 
became  very  hot. 

II.  My  friend  Mr.  Park,  an  in¬ 
genious  furgeon  of  this  place, 
went  into  the  Hove  heated  to  202°. 
After  ten  minutes  I  found  the 
pulfe  quickened  to  120.  And  to 
determine  the  increafe  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  heat,  another  thermometer 
was  handed  to  him,  in  which  the 
quickfilver  already  flood  at  98°; 
but  it  rofe  only  to  99!,  whether  the 
bulb  of  the  thermometer  was  in- 
clofed  in  the  palms  of  the  hands, 
or  received  into  the  mouth  *.  The 
natural  (late  of  this  gentleman’s 
pulfe  is  about  65. 

III.  Another  gentleman  went 
through  the  fame  experiment  in, 
the  fame  circumfiances,  and  with 
the  fame  elfeils. 

IV.  One  of  the  porters  to  the 
Hofpital,  a  healthy  young  man, 
and  the  pulfe  75,  was  inclofed  in 
the  hove  when  the  quickfilver 
hood  at  210°;  and  he  remained 
there,  with  little  inconvenience, 
for  20  minutes.  The  pulfe,  now 
164,  and  the  animal  heat,  deter¬ 
mined  by  another  thermometer  as 
in  the  former  experiments,  was 
loif. 

V.  A  young  gentleman  of  a  de¬ 
licate  and  irritable  habit,  whofe 
natural  pulfe  is  about  80,  remain¬ 
ed  in  the  hove  ten  minutes  when 
heated  to  224°.  The  pulfe  rofe 


*  The  fcale  of  the  thermometer,  which  was  hifpended  by  the  bring,  about 
the  middle  of  the  room,  was  of  nietui  5  this  was  the  only  one  I  cpuld  then 
procure,  on  which  the  degrees  ran  fo  high  as  to  give  any  hope  for  the  experi- 
The  hale  of  the  other  thermometer,  which  was  employed  for  alcer- 
taining  the  variations  in  the  animal  heat,  was  of  ivory. 
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to  14^,  and  the  animal  heat  to 
102°.  This  gentleman,  who  had 
been  frequently  in  the  Hove  during 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  found  him- 
felf  feeble,  and  difpofed  to  break 
out  into  fweats  for  24  ^ours  after 
the  experiment. 

V!.  Two  fmall  tin  velTels,  con¬ 
taining  each  the  white  of  an  egg, 
were  put  into  the  Hove  heated  to 
224°.  One  of  them  was  placed 
on  a  wooden  feat  near  the  wall, 
and  the  other  fufpended  by  a  Hring 
about  the  middle  of  the  Hove.  Af¬ 
ter  ten  minutes,  they  began  to  co¬ 
agulate  ;  but  the  coagulation  was 
fenfibly  quicker  and  firmer  in  that 
which  was  fufpended,  than  in  that 
which  was  placed  on  the  wooden 
feat.  The  progrefs  of  the  coagu¬ 
lation  was  as  follows  :  it  was  firH 
formed  on  the  fides,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  extended  itfelf;  the  whole  of 
the  bottom  was  next  coagulated  ; 
and  lall  of  all  the  middle  part  of 
the  top, 

VII.  Part  of  the  (hell  of  an  egg 
was  peeled  away,  leaving  only  the 
film  which  furrounds  the  white ; 
and  part  of  the  white  being  drawn 
out,  the  film  funk  fo  as  to  form  a 
little  cup.  This  cup  was  filled 
with  fomeof  the  albumen ovi ,  which 
was  confequently  detached  as  much 
as  poflible  from  every  thing  but 
the  contafl  of  the  air  and  of  the 
'film  which  formed  the  cup.  The 
lower  part  of  the  egg  Hood  upon 
fome  light  tow  in  a  common  galli¬ 
pot,  and  was  placed  on  the  wooden 
feat  in  the  Hove.  The  quickfilver 
in  the  thermometer  Hill  continued 
at  224°.  After  remaining  in  the 
Hove  for  an  hour,  the  lower  part 
of  the  egg  which  wa  covered  with 
the  (hell,  was  firmly  coagulated  ; 
but  that  which  was  in  the  little, 
was  fluid  and  tranfparent.  At 
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the'end  of  another  hour  it  was  ftill 
fluid,  except  on  the  edges  where 
it  was  thinned  ;  and  here  it  was 
Hill  tranfparent  ;  a  fufiicient  proof 
that  it  was  dried,  not  coagulated. 

Vlll.  A  piece  of  bees  wax,  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  fame  fituation  with  the 
albumen  o-vi  of  the  preceding  expe¬ 
riment,  and  expofed  to  the  fame 
degree  of  heat  in  the  Hove,  began 
to  melt  in  five  minutes  :  another 
piece  fufpended  by  a  firing,  and 
a  third  piece  put  into  the  tin  veflel 
and  fufpeuded,  began  likewife  to 
liquify  in  five  minutes, 

Ohfervations . 

That  heated  air  fliould  have 
fuch  a  fpsedy  and  powerful  effedl 
in  quickening  the  pulfe,  while  the  , 
animal  heat  is  little  altered  from 
its  natural  Handard  ;  that  the  hu¬ 
man  body  Ihould  fo  eafily  bear  to 
be  furrounded  with  air  heated  to 
224°  ;  that  the  albumen  onji,  which 
begins  to  coagulate  in  waterat  150°, 
fliould  remain  fluid  in  224°  ;  and 
that  the  fame  albumen  o’vi^  -Hill 
placed  in  air  heated  to  224®, 
Ihould  coagulate  if  in  contadl  ei¬ 
ther  with  tin  or  its  own  fliell,  are 
facls  as  Angular  as  they  are  diffi¬ 
cult  of  explanation.  From  the 
different  effects  of  heated  air  on 
the  pulfe  and  the  heat  of  the  bodv, 
do  we  not  difeover  the  fallacy  of 
that  theory  of  animal  heat  which 
has  been  adopted  by  Boerhaave 
and  other  celebrated  phyfiologiHs  .? 
They  fuppofe  that  animal  heat  is 
produced  by  the  attrition  of  the 
globules  of  the  circulating  fluids 
again H  the  fides  of  the  containing 
veffels  ;  but  in  feveral  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  experiments,  the  circulation 
was  amazingly  quickened,  with  lit¬ 
tle  increafe  of  the  animal  heat.  But 
whence  is  it  that  the  human  body 
G  3  can 
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can  bear,  without  immediate  in¬ 
jury,  to  be  furrounded  with  air 
heated  to  224°?  And  whence  is 
it,  that  the  albumen  o'vi  does  not 
coagulate  in  this  degree  of  heat  ? 
Js  it  that  hres  as  it  pafles  into  fome 
bodies  becomes  latent,  agreeable 
to  a  dodrine  which  has  for  fome 
time  been  taught  at  Edinburgh  by 
ProfelTor  Black  ?  Or  does  fire  be¬ 
come  fixed  and  quiefcent,  according 
to  a  fimilar  f}^flem  adopted  by  Dr. 
Franklin  *  ?  Air  we  know  exifts 
either  in  a  fixed  or  elaltic  ftate  ; 
and  fire  may  in  like  manner  exift 
in  bodies,  either  in  a  latent,  fixed, 
and  qiiiejcent ;  or  in  a  fenfible, 
fiuid,  and  adlive  ftate.  Agreeable 
to  this  idea,  the  bees  wax  receives 
the  fire  in  an  active  ftate,  and  dif- 
folves ;  while  the  human  body  and 
the  albumen  o=vi,  receiving  the  fire 
in  a  latent  ftate,  are  little  altered 
in  their  temperature.  Let  each 
6f  thefe,  however,  be  put  in  con- 
taft  with  a  diiterent  body,  tin  for 
inftance ;  and  though  the  heat  of 
the  air  continues  the  fame,  yet  the 
fire  no  longer  enters  in  a  latent 
ftate,  but  with  all  its  fenfible  and 
sdlive  powers  ;  for  the  albumen 
fufpended  in  a  tin  veftel  foon  coa¬ 
gulates  ;  and  the  human  body,  co¬ 
vered  with  the  fame  metal,  would 
quickly  experience  an  intolerable 
and  d'ellruhtive  degree  pf  fi-eat. 
Or  are  the  above  phasnomena  more 
fatisfadloriiy  explained,  by  confi- 
dering  difterent  bodies  as  pofteffing 
different  conducing  powers  ;  fome 
being  ftrong,  others  weak  con- 
duftors  of  fire  I  All  thofe  bodies 
then  which  are  vveak  cpndudlors 
of  fire  from  air,  may  be  placed 
in  air,  without  receiving  the 


heat  of  this  medium.  Hence  the 
albumen  o^i  remains  fluid  in  air 
heated  to  224°.  Hence  likewife 
the  frog,  the  lizard,  the  camelion, 
&c.  retain  their  natural  tempera¬ 
ture,  and  feel  cold  to  the  touch, 
though  perpetually  furrounded  with 
air  hotter  than  their  own  bodies. 
Hence  alfo,  the  human  body  keeps 
nearly  its  own  temperature,  in  a 
ftove  heated  to  224°  :  or  may  even 
pafs  without  injury  into  air  heated 
to  a  much  greater  degree,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  obfervations  of  Du  Ha¬ 
mel  and  liLLETT,  publiftied  in 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciencesf.  On  the  other  hand,  all 
thofe  bodies  w'hich  are  powerful 
condudors  of  fire  from  air,  are  in¬ 
fluenced  in  proportion  when  fur- 
rounded  with  this  medium.  The 
bees  wax  melted  from  the  mere 
contad  of  the  air  in  experiment 
Vni;  and  in  experiment  VI.  the 
albumen  out  was  coagulated  on  the 
intervention  of  another  body,  which 
is  a  ftrong  condudor  of  fire  from 
air.  But  whether  this  method  of 
reafcning  on  the  natural  caufe  of 
thefe  effeds  be  juft  or  not,  the  final 
caufe  is  obvious,  and  is  to  be  re- 
folved  into  the  wife  and  benevo¬ 
lent  appointment  of  the  Almigh¬ 
ty.  Man  is  happily  fo  framed,  as 
to  poflefs  a  power  of  keeping  nearly 
the  fame  tenor  of  heat,  in  all  the 
variations  of  the  temperature  of 
the  air  in  fummer  and  winter,  in 
hot  and  cold  climates  ;  and  con- 
fequently  changes  his  fituation  on 
the  furface  of  the  globe,  with 
much  lefs  inconvenience  or  injury, 
than  he  could  otherwife  have  done. 
The  fame  power  likewife  happily 
adapts  difterent  animals  to  their 


Exper.  and  Obfcrv.  p.  346.  and  412. 

4  Memoirs  pour  iqhx  ;  And  likewife  oipr  Volume  for  1768,  Second 
Part,  p-  91 . 
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j-erpeflive  deftinations.  The  Hzard 
and  the  camelion  remain  cool  un¬ 
der  the  equator,  while  the  whale 
and  porpofe  retain  a  degree  of  heat 
above  that  of  the  human  body, 
though  furrounded  with  the  wate  s 
of  the  coldeft  Northern  feas,  and 
amidll  mountains  of  ice  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Pole. 

Should  you  think  thefe  experi¬ 
ments  and  obfervations  on  heated 
air  of  fufficient  importance  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  they  are  at  your  difpofal. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  find,  that 
Dr.  Prieftley  is  profecuting  his 
very  ingenious  inquiries  on  air.  In 
a  letter  I  lately  received  from  him 
he  informs  me,  that  he  has  difco- 
vered  a  fpecies  of  air,  which  will 
preferve  animal  life  fix  times  longer 
than  atmofpheric  air. 

I  remain  with  great  elleem.  Sec. 

Article  the  Second. 

Experiments  on  Animals  and  Vegeta-- 
bleSy  nvith  refpedi  to  the  Ponjuer  of 
producing  Heat.  By  John  Hunter, 
F.R.S. 

The  ingenious  experiments 
and  obfervations  lately  pre- 
fented  to  this  learned  Society,  upon 
a  power  which  animals  feem  to 
pofTefs  of  generating  cold,  induced 
me  to  look  over  my  notes  of  cer¬ 
tain  experiments  and  obfervations 
made  in  the  year  1766,  which  in¬ 
dicate  an  oppofite  power  in  ani¬ 
mals  ;  whereby  they  are  capable 
of  refifting  any  external  cold  while 
alive,  by  generating  within  them- 
felves  a  degree  of  heat  fufficient  to 
counteraft  it.  Thefe  experiments 
were  not  originally  inftituted  in 
view  of  the  difeovery,  which  in 
h  ev  at  refuked  from  them,  but 
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for  a  very  different  purpofe  ;  which 
was  no  other  than  to  fatisfy  my- 
felf,  whether  an  animal  could  re¬ 
tain  life  after  it  was  frozen,  as  had 
been  confidently  afferted  both  of 
fifli  and  fnakes.  I  mention  this, 
to  account  for  what  might  other- 
wife  be  attributed  to  negligence 
and  inattention  ;  namely,  that  lit¬ 
tle  nicety  was  ufed  in  meafuring 
the  precife  degrees  of  the  cold  ap¬ 
plied  in  thefe  experiments.  Ac¬ 
curacy  in  this  particular  was  not 
aimed  at,  being  of  no  confequence 
in  the  inquiry  more  immediately 
before  me.  The  cold  produced 
was  firil;  by  means  of  ice  and  fnow 
with  fal  ammoniac  or  fea-falt,  and 
was  about  of  Fahrenheit’s 

thermometer.  Then  ice,  fo  cool¬ 
ed,  was  mixed  with  fpirit  of  ni¬ 
tre  ;  but  what  degree  of  cold  was 
thus  produced  I  did  not  examine. 
This  cold  mixture  was  made  in  a 
tub  furrounded  with  woollen  cloths, 
and  covered  with  the  fame,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  effefts  of  the  heat  of  the 
atmofphere  upon  the  mixture  it- 
felf,  and  to  preferve  as  much  as 
poffible  a  cold  atmofphere  within 
the  veffiel.  The  animal  juices,  the 
blood  for  example,  freeze  at  zf; 
fo  that  a  piece  of  dead  flefh  could 
be  frozen  in  fuch  an  atmofphere. 

Experiments. 

I.  The  firfi:  experiment  w'as 
made  on  two  carp.  They  were 
put  into  a  glafs  veffiel  v/ith  com¬ 
mon  river  water,  and  the  veffiel 
put  into  the  freezing  mixture  ;  the 
water  did  not  freeze  fall  enough  ; 
and  therefore,  to  make  it  freeze 
fooner,  we  put  in  as  much  cooled 
fnow  as  to  make  the  vviiole  thick. 
The  fnow  round  the  carp  melted  ; 
we  put  in  more  freffi  fnow,  which 

G  4  melted 
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melted  alfo  ;  and  this  was  repeated 
feveral  times,  till  we  grew  tired, 
and  at  laft  left  them  covered  up  in 
the  yard  to  freeze  by  the  joint 
operation  of  the  furrounding  mix¬ 
ture  and  the  natural  cold  of  the  at- 
mofphere.  They  were  frozen  at 
Jail,  after  having  exhaufted  the 
whole  powers  of  life  in  the  pro- 
duflion  of  heat.  That  this  was 
really  the  cafe,  could  not  be  known, 
till  I  had  compleated  that  part 
of  the  experiment,  for  which  the 
whole  was  begun  ;  <vi%.  the  thaw¬ 
ing  of  the  animals.  This  was 
done  very  gradually  ;  but  the  ani¬ 
mals  did  not  with  flexibility  re¬ 
cover  life.  While  in  this  cold, 
they  flievved  figns  of  great  uneafi- 
nefs  by  their  violent  motions.  In 
forae  of  thefe  experiments,  where 
air  was  made  the  condudlor  of  the 
cold  and  heat,  that  the  heat  might 
be  more  readily  carried  off  from 
the  animal,  a  leaden  vefTel  was 
nfed.  It  was  fmall  for  the  fame 
reafon ;  and  as  it  was  neceffary, 
for  the  animal’s  refpiration,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  veffel  fhouid  com¬ 
municate  with  the  open  air,  it  was 
made  pretty  deep,  that  the  cold  of 
the  atmofphere  round  the  animal 
might  not  be  diminiflied  fall  by 
the  warmth  of  the  open  air,  which 
would  have  fpoiled  it  as  a  ccn- 
dudor. 

II.  The  fecond  experiment  was 
upon  a  dormoufe.  The  vefiel  was 
funk  in  the  cold  mixture  alraoft 
to  its  edge.  The  atmofphere 


round  the  animal  fcon  cooled  ;  its 
breath  froze  as  it  came  from  the 
mouth  ;  an  hoar-froft  gathered  on 
its  whifkers,  and  on  all  the  infid e 
of  the  vefiel ;  and  the  external 
ends  of  the  hair  became  covered 
with  the  fame.  While  this  was 
going  on,  the  animal  ftiewed  figns 
of  great  uneafinefs  :  fometimes  it 
would  coil  itfelf  into  a  round  form, 
to  preserve  its  extremities,  and 
confine  its  heat,  but  finding  that 
inefieftual,  it  then  endeavoured  to 
make  its  efcape-^-- ;  its  motions  be¬ 
came  lefs  violent  by  the  finking  of 
the  vital  powers  ;  and  its  feet  were 
frozen  ;  but  we  vvere  not  able  to 
keep  up  the  cold  a  fufficient  time 
to  freebie  the  whole  animal,  its 
hair  being  fuch  a  bad  condtpTtor  of 
heat,  that  the  confumpticn  was 
not  more,  than  the  animal  powers 
were  capable  of  fupportingf. 

III.  The  third  experiment  was 
made  upon  another  dormoufe. 
From  the  failure  of  the  laft  expe¬ 
riment,  I  took  care  that  the  hair 
fhouid  not  a  fecond  time  be  an  ob- 
firudion  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  ex¬ 
periment,  I  therefore  firfi  wetted 
it  all  over,  that  the  heat  of  the 
animal  m.ight  be  more  inlianta- 
neoufiy  carried  off;  and  then  it 
was  put  into  the  leaden  vefiel. 
The  whole  was  put  into  the  cold 
mixture  as  before.  The  animal 
foon  gave  figns  of  its  feeling  the 
cold,  by  repeated  attempts  to  make 
its  efcape.  The  breath,  and  the 
evaporating  water  from  its  body 


*  This  fhews,  that  cold,  carried  to  a  great  degree,  rather  roufes  the  animal 
into  adion  than  deprefles  it  j  bus  it  would  appear,  from  many  circumfiances 
and  obfervations,  that  a  certain  degree  of  cold  produces  inadivlry  both  in  the 
living  and  fenlitive  principle,  which  will  be  farther  illuftrated  hereafter. 

■f  Thefe  experiments  were  made  in  prefence  of  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  and 
Dr.  Ervin,  teacher  of  Chemiftry  at  Glafgow  j  the  latter  of  whom  came  in 
accidentally  in  the  middle  of  our  operations. 
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were  Toon  frozen,  and  appeared 
like  a  hoar-froil  on  the  (ides  of  the 
vefiel,  and  on  its  whiUcers  ;  btit 
while  the  vigour  of  life  lafted,  it 
defied  the  approach  of  the  cold. 
However,  from  the  hair  being 
wet,  and  thereby  rendered  a  good 
condudlor  of  heat,  there  was  a 
much  greater  confumption  of  it 
than  in  the  former  experiment. 
This  hafiened  on  a  diminution  of 
the  power  of  producing  it.  The 
animal  died,  and  foon  became 
lliff  ;  upon  thawing  it,  we  found 
it  was  dead. 

IV.  The  fourth  experiment  was 
upon  a  toad.  It  was  put  into  wa¬ 
ter  jufl;  deep  enough  not  to  cover 
its  mouth,  and  the  whole  was  put 
into  the  cold  mixture,  now  be¬ 
tween  10°  and  I It  allowed  tlie 

j 

water  to  freeze  clofe  to  it,  which 
as  it  were  clofed  it  in  ;  but  the 
animal  did  not  die,  and  therefore 
was  not  frozen  :  however,  it  hardly 
ever  recovered  the  ufe  of  its 
limbs. 

V.  The  fifth  experiment  was 
with  a  fnail,  which  froze  very  foon, 
in  a  cold  between  io°  and  13°; 
but  this  experiment  was  made  in 
the  winter,  when  the  living  pow¬ 
ers  of  thofe  animals  are  very  weak  : 
it  might  have  refilled  the  cold  more 
llrongly  in  the  fummer. 

To  afcertain  whether  vegetables 
could  be  frozen,  and  afterwards 
retain  all  their  properties  when 
thawed,  or  had  the  fame  power  of 
generating  heat  with  animals,  I 
made  feveral  experiments.  Vege¬ 
table]  Liices  when  fqueezed  out  of  a 
green  plant,  fuch  as  cabbage  and 
fpinnage,  froze  in  a  cold  about 
29°;  and  between  29°  and  30° 
thawed  again,  which  is  about  4° 
above  the  point  at  which  the  ani¬ 
mal  juices  freeze  and  thaw. 
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I.  I  took  a  young  growing  bean, 
about  three  inches  long  in  the 
flalk,  and  put  it  into  the  leaden, 
vefiel  with  common  water,  and 
then  immerfed  the  whole  into  the 
cold  mixture.  The  water  very 
foon  froze  all  round  it ;  however, 
the  bean  itfelf  took  up  a  longer 
time  in  freezing  than  the  fame 
quantity  of  water  would  have  done  ; 
yet  it  did  freeze,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  thawed,  and  planted  in  the 
ground,  but  it  foon  withered.  The 
fame  experiment  was  made  upon 
the  bulbous  roots  of  tulips,  and 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

II.  A  young  Scotch  fir,  which 
had  two  compleat  fhoots  and  a 
third  growing,  and  which  confe- 
quently  was  in  its  third  year,  was 
put  into  the  cold  mixture,  which 
was  between  13°  and  17°.  The 
lalt  flioot  froze  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  which  appeared  to  be  owing 
in  fome  meafure  to  the  repulfion 
between  the  plant  and  the  water. 
When  thawed,  the  young  fhoot 
was  found  flaccid.  It  was  planted  ; 
the  firil  and  fecond  Ihoot  we  found 
retained  life,  while  the  third,  or 
growing  fhoot,  withered. 

III.  A  young  fhoot  of  growing 
oats  with  three  leaves,  had  one 
of  the  leaves  put  into  the  cold 
mixture  at  22°,  and  it  foon  was 
frozen.  The  roots  were  next  put 
in,  but  did  not  freeze  ;  and  when 
put  into  the  ground,  the  whole 
grew,  excepting  the  leaf  which 
had  been  frozen.  The  fame  ex¬ 
periment  was  made  upon  the  < 
leaves  and  roots  of  a  young  bean, 
and  attended  with  the  fame  fuc¬ 
cefs. 

IV.  A  leaf  taken  from  a  grow¬ 
ing  bean  was  put  into  the  cold 
mixture,  and  frozen,  and  after- 
vs'ards  thawed,  which  ferved  as  a  ' 

flandaid. 
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ftandard.  Another  frefh  leaf  was 
taken  and  bent  in  the  middle  upon 
jtfelf ;  a  fmall  /hallow  leaden  ve/Tei 
was  put  upon  the  top  of  the  cold 
mixture,  and  the  two  leaves  put 
upon  its  bottom;  butonehalfofeach 
leaf  was  not  allowed  to  touch  the 
ve/Tei  by  the  bend  ;  the  cold  mix¬ 
ture  was  between  17^  and  15°, 
and  the  atmofphere  at  22°.  The 
furfaces  of  the  two  leaves  which 
were  in  con  tad  with  the  lead  were 
foon  frozen  in  both  ;  but  thofe 
furfaces  which  rofe  at  right  angles, 
and  were  therefore  only  in  contad 
with  the  cold  atmofphere,  did  not 
freeze  in  equal  times  ;  the  one 
that  had  gone  through  this  procefs 
before,  froze  much  fooner  than  the 
fre/h  one.  The  above  experiment 
was  repeated  when  the  cold  mix¬ 
ture  was  at  25°,  24°,  and  the  at- 
mofphere  nearly  the  fame,  and 
with  the  fame  fuccefs  ;  only  the 
leaves  were  longer  in  freezing,  ef- 
pecially  the  fre/h  leaf, 

V.  The  vegetable  juices  above- 
mentioned  being  frozen  in  the 
leaden  ve/Tei,  the  cold  mixture  at 
28°,  and  the  atmofphere  the  Tame, 
a  growing  fir-Zhoot  was  laid  upon 
the  Turiace,  alTo  a  bean  leaf ;  and 
upon  remaining  there  Tome  mi¬ 
nutes,  they  were  found  to  have 
thawed  the  furface  on  which  they 
lay.  This  I  thought  might  arile 
from  the  greater  warmth  of  thefe 
fubftances  at  the  time  of  applica¬ 
tion  ;  but  by  moving  the  fir-/hoot 
to  another  part,  we  had  the  fame 
e/Fed  produced. 

VI.  A  fre/h  leaf  of  a  bean  vyas 
exadly  weighed ;  it  was  then  put 
into  the  cold  atmofphere  and  fro¬ 
zen.  In  this  /late  it  was  put  back 
into  the  fame  fcale,  and  allowed  to 
thaw.  No  alteration  in  the  weight 
was  produced. 


It  appears  from  the  above  expe¬ 
riments,  that  an  animal  mull  be  de¬ 
prived  of  life  beforeit  can  be  frozen. 
Secondly,  that  there  is  an  exertion, 
or  an  expence  0/  animal  powers,  in 
doing  this,  in  proportion  to  the 
nece/iity ;  and  that  the  whole  ani¬ 
mal  life  may  be  exhauited  in  this 
way,  I’hirdly,  that  this  power  is 
in  proportion  to  the  perfedion  of 
the  animal,  the  natural  heat  proper 
to  each  fpecies,  and  to  each  age. 
It  may  alfo  perhaps  depend,  in 
fome  degree,  on  other  circum- 
ilances  not  hitherto  obferved :  for 
from  experiment  II.  and  III.  upon 
dormice,  I  found  that  in  thefe  ani¬ 
mals,  which  are  of  a  con/litution 
to  retain  nearly  the  fame  heat  in 
all  temperatures  of  the  air,  it  re¬ 
quired  the  greate/l  cold  I  could 
produce  to  overcome  this  power ; 
while  in  experiment  IV,  and  V. 
this  power  in  the  toad  and  fnail, 
whofe  natural  heat  is  not  always 
the  fame,  but  is  altered  very  ma¬ 
terially  according  to  the  external 
heat  or  cold,  was  exbaufted  in  a 
degree  of  cold  not  exceeding 
or  15°:  and  the  fnail  being  the 
mo/l  imperfed  of  the  two,  its 
powers  of  generating  heat  were  by 
much  the  weakeft. 

That  the  imperfed  animals  will 
allow  of  a  con/iderable  variation  in 
their  temperature  of  heat  and  cold, 
is  proved  by  the  following  experi¬ 
ments.  The  thermometer  being 
at  45°,  having  introduced  the  ball 
by  the  mouth  into  the  ftomach  of 
a  frog,  which  had  been  expofed  to 
the  fame  cold,  it  rofe  to  49®.  I 
then  put  the  frog  into  an  atmo¬ 
fphere  made  warm  by  heated  wa¬ 
ter,  and  allowed  it  to  /lay  there 
twenty  minutes;  when,  upon  in¬ 
troducing  the  thermometer  into 
the  ilomach,  it  raifed  the  quick- 
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filver  to  64®.  But  to  what  degree 
the  more  imperfedl  animals  are 
capable  of  being  rendered  hotter 
and  colder,  at  one  time  than  an- 
other,  [  have  not  been  able  to  de¬ 
termine.  The  torpidity  of  thefe 
animals  in  our  winter  is  probably 
owing  to  the  great  change  wrought 
in  their  temperature  by  the  exter¬ 
nal  heat  and  cold.  The  cold  in 
their  bodies  is  carried  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  in  great  meafure  to 
put  a  hop,  while  it  lafts,  to  the 
vital  funftions.  In  warmer  cli¬ 
mates  no  fuch  efFe£l  is  produced. 
In  this  rerpe<fl  they  refemble  vege¬ 
tables. 

From  the  foregoing  experiments 
it  appears ;  firft,  that  plants  when 
in  a  date  of  adlual  vegetation,  or 
even  in  fuch  a  date  as  to  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  vegetating  under  certain 
circumftances,  mud  be  deprived  of 
their  principle  of  vegetation  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  frozen.  Second¬ 
ly,  vegetables  have  a  power  within 
themfelves  of  producing  or  gene¬ 
rating  heat ;  but  not  always  in 
proportion  to  the  diminution  of 
heat  by  application  of  cold,  fo  as 
to  retain  at  all  times  an  uniform 
degree  of  heat ;  for  the  internal 
temperature  of  vegetables  is  fuf- 
ceptible  of  variations  to  a  much 
greater  extent  indeed  than  that  of 
the  more  irnperfecl  animals;  but 
dill  within  certain  limits.  Beyond 
thefe  limits  the  principle  of  vege¬ 
table,  as  of  animal  life,  refids  any 
farther  change.  Thirdlv,  the  heat 
of  veo-etables  varies,  according  to 
the  temperature  of  the  medium  in 
which  they  are,  which  we  difeo- 
ver  by  varying  that  temperature, 
^nd  obferving  the  heat  ot  the  ve¬ 
getable.  Fourthly,  the  cxpence  of 
the  vegetating  powers  in  this  cafe 
is  proportioiied  to  the  necelTity, 
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and  the  whole  vegetable  powers 
may  be  exhauded  in  this  way. 
Fifthly,  this  power  is  mod  pro¬ 
bably  in  proportion  to  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  the  plant,  the  natural 
heat  proper  '  to  each  fpecies,  and 
the  age  of  each  individual.  It 
may  alfo  perhaps  depend,  in  fome 
degree,  on  other  circumdances  not 
hitherto  obferved  ;  for  in  experi¬ 
ment  It.  the  old  dioot  did  not  lofe 
its  powers,  while  that  which  was 
young  or  growing  did  ;  and  ia  ex¬ 
periment  ill.  and  IV.  we  found, 
that  the  young  growing  fhoot  of 
the  fir  w'as  with  great  difficulty 
frozen  at  io°,  while  a  bean-leaf 
was  eafily  frozen  at  22®;  and  in 
experiment  V.  the  young  fhoot  of 
the  fir  thawed  the  ice  at  28®,  much 
fader  than  the  leaf  of  the  bean. 
Sixthly,  it  is  probably  by  means 
of  this  principle,  that  vegetables 
are  adapted  to  different  climates. 
Seventhly,  that  fufpenfion  of  the 
fun6lions  of  vegetable  life,  which 
takes  place  during  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  is  probably  owing  to  their 
being  fufceptible  of  fuch  a  great 
variation  of  internal  temperature. 
Eighthly,  the  roots  of  vegetables 
are  capable  of  redding  cold  moi'e 
than  the  dem  or  leaf ;  therefore, 
though  the  dem  be  killed  by  cold, 
the  root  may  be  preferved,  as  daily 
experience  evinces.  The  texture 
of  vegetables  alters  very  much  by 
the  lofs  of  life,  efpecially  thofe 
which  are  watry  and  young  :  from 
being  brittle  and  crifp,  they  be¬ 
come  tough  and  dexible.  The  leaf 
ot  a  bean  when  in  full  health  is 
thick  and  mad'y,  repels  water  as  if 
greafy,  and  will  often  break  be¬ 
fore  it  is  confiderably  bent ;  but  if 
it  is  killed  dowly  by  cold,  it  will 
lofe  all  thefe  properties,  becoming 
then  pliable  and  flaccid  ;  deprived 
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of  its  power  of  repelling  water,  it 
3S  eafiJy  made  wet,  and  appears 
like  boiled  greens.  If  killed  quick¬ 
ly,  by  being  frozen  immediately, 
it  will  remain  in  the  fame  ftate  as 
when  alive;  but  upon  thawing, 
will  immediately  lofe  all  its  for¬ 
mer  texture.  This  is  fo  remark¬ 
able,  that  it  would  induce  one  to 
believe,  that  it  loft  confiderably  of 
its  fubftance :  but  from  experi¬ 
ment  VI.  it  is  evident  that  it  does 
not.  The  fame  thing  happens  to 
a  plant  when  killed  by  electri¬ 
city  If  a  growing  juicy  plant 
receives  a  ftroke  of  eleCiricity  fuf- 
ficient  to  kill  it,  its  leaves  droop, 
and  the  whole  becomes  flexible. 

So  far  animal  ard  vegetable  life 
appear  to  be  the  fame  ;  yet  an  ani¬ 
mal  and  a  vegetable  differ  in  one 
very  material  circumftance,  which 
it  may  be  proper  to  take  particular 
notice  of  in  this  pl'  ce,  as  it  fhews 
itfelf  with  remarkable  evidence  in 
thefe  experiments.  An  animal  is 
equally  old  in  all  its  parts,  ex¬ 
cepting  where  new  parts  are  form¬ 
ed  in  confequence  of  difeafes';  and 
we  find,  that  thefe  new  or  young 
parts  in  animals,  like  the  young 
ihoots  of  vegetables,  are  not  able 
to  fupport  life  equally  with  the 
old;  but  every  plant  has  in  it  a 
feries  of  ages.  According  to  its 
years,  it  has  parts  of  all  the  fuc- 
ceflive  ages  from  its  firft  forma¬ 
tion;  each  part  having  powers 
equal  to  its  age,  and  each  part,  in 
this  refpeCl:,  being  fimilar  to  ani¬ 
mals  of  fo  many  difierent  ages. 
Youth  in  all  cafes  is  a  ftate  of  im¬ 
perfection  ;  for  we  find  that  few 
animals  that  come  into  the  world 


in  winter  live,  unlefs  they  are  par¬ 
ticularly  taken  care  of ;  and  we 
may  obferve  the  fame  of  vegeta¬ 
bles.  I  found  that  a  young  plant 
was  more  eafily  killed  than  an  old 
one  ;  as  allb  the  youngeu  part  of 
the  fame  plant. 

This  power  of  generating  heat 
feems  to  be  peculiar  to  animals 
and  vegetables  while  alive,  it  is 
in  both  a  power  only  of  oppofition 
and  reiiftance ;  for  it  is  not  found 
to  exert  itfelf  fpontaneoufly  and 
unprovoked  ;  but  rnuh  always  be 
excited  by  the  energy  of  feme  ex¬ 
ternal  frigorific  agent.  In  ani¬ 
mals  it  does  not  depend  on  the 
motion  of  the  blood,  as  lomie  have 
fuppofed,  becaufe  it  belongs  to 
animals  who  have  no  circulation  ; 
befides,  the  nofe  of  a  dog,  which 
is  nearly  always  of  the  fame  heat 
in  all  temperature,  of  the  air,  is 
well  lupplied  with  blood  ;  nor  can 
it  be  laid  to  depend  upon  the  ner¬ 
vous  fyftem,  for  it  is  found  in  ani¬ 
mals  that  have  neither  brain  or 
nerves.  It  is  then  moft  probable, 
that  it  depends  on  fome  other  prin¬ 
ciple  peculiar  to  both,  and  which 
is  one  of  the  properties  of  life  ; 
which  can,  and  does,  aCl  inde¬ 
pendently  of  circulation,  fenfa- 
tion,  and  volition  ;  viz.  that  power 
w'hich  preferves  and  regulates  the 
internal  machine,  and  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  common  to  animals 
and  vegetables.  This  principle  is 
in  the  moft  perfeCt  ftate  when  the 
body  is  in  health,  and  in  many 
deviations  from  that  ftate,  we  find 
that  its  adiion  is  extremely  uncer¬ 
tain  and  irregular  ;  fometimes  rifing 
higher  than  the  ftandard,  and  at 


To  kill  a  whole  plant  by  elefiricity,  it  is  necefiary  to  apply  the  conductor, 
or  give  a  fhock  to  every  projecting  part;  for  any  part  that  is  out  of  the  line  of 
diredlion  will  ftill  retain  life* 


Other 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


Other  times  falling  much  below  it. 
Inllances  of  this  we  have  in  differ¬ 
ent  difeafes,  and  even  in  the  fame 
difeafe,  in  very  fhort  intervals  of 
time.  A  very  remarkable  one  fell 
under  my  own  obfervation,  in  a 
gentleman  who  was  taken  with  an 
apopledlic  fit ;  while  he  lay  infen- 
fible  in  bed,  and  covered  with 
blankets,  I  found  that  his  whole 
body  would,  in  an  inflant,  become 
extremely  cold  in  every  part  ;  con¬ 
tinue  fo  for  feme  time  ;  and,  in  as 
ihort  a  time,  he  would  become  ex¬ 
tremely  hot.  While  this  was  go¬ 
ing  on  for  feverai  hours  alter¬ 
nately,  there  was  nofenfible  altera¬ 
tion  in  his  puife. 


Cafei  of  great  Fatnefs  and  Som¬ 
nolency,  treated  by  Dr.  Fothergill ; 
in  one  of  ^which  the  Patient  happily 
reco-vered  by  pe  fe  vering  in  the  Re¬ 
gimen  preferibedhy  that  Gentleman', 
nubile  the  Patient,  m  the  other, 
unfortunately  perijhed  by  neglediing 
it  for  the  Advice  of  Friends,  From 
an  Article,  by  the  DoSlnr  kimjelf, 
in  Medical  Obfervat.uns  and  In¬ 
quiries,  hy  a  Society  of  Phyf  clans 
in  London. 

A  Country  tradefman,  aged 
about  thirty,  of  a  ihort  Ma¬ 
ture,  and  naturally  of  a  frefh  fan- 
guine  compl-.'xion,  and  very  fat, 
applied  to  me  for  affillance.  He 
complained  of  perpetual  drowzinefs 
and  inaftivity.  His  countenance 
was  almoll  livid  j  and  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fomnolency  attended  him, 
that  he  could  fcarce  keep  awake 
whilfl  he  deferibed  his  fituation. 
In  other  refpeds  he  was  well. 

I  advifed  him  immediately  to 
quit  all  ..liimal  food,  to  live  folely 
<;n  vegetables,  and  every  thing  pre- 
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pared  from  them,  allowed  him  a 
glafs  of  wine  or  a  little  beer  occa- 
lionally,  but  chiefly  to  confine  hira- 
felf  to  water.  He  purfued  the  plan 
very  fcrupuloufly,  loft  his  redun¬ 
dant  fat,  grew  a<5live  as  ufual  in. 
about  fix  months.  I  recommended 
a  perfeverance  for  a  few  months 
longer;  then  to  allow  himfelf  light 
animal  food  once  or  twice  a  week, 
and  gradually  to  fall  into  his  ufual 
way  of  living.  He  grew  well,  and 
continued  fo. 


A  young  unmarried  woman, 
about  twenty* three  years  of  age, 
of  a  low  flature,  and  very  fat,  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  for  afiiftance  in  a  great 
difficulty  of  breathing,  fomnolency, 
and  incapacity  for  any  exercife.  It 
was  a  hardfhip  to  her  to  be  obliged 
to  go  up  flairs,  and  at  lalt  to  crofs 
the  floor  of  her  apartment. 

It  feemed  to  me  that  mere  obe- 
fity  was  her  principal  malady; 
indeed  fhe  had  no  other  complaint 
but  fuch  as  apparently  might  be 
accounted  for  from  this  fuppofition. 
She  was  ordered  to  purfue  a  vege¬ 
table  diet,  and  in  the  fummer  to 
drink  the  waters  at  Scarborough. 
She  conformed  to^'chefe  diredlions, 
became  more  agile,  lefs  fleepy, 
lefs  averfe  to  exercife.  She  walked 
up  the  ileps  at  Scarborough  from 
the  fpaw,  a  talk  of  no  little  diffi¬ 
culty  to  people  much  lefs  encum¬ 
bered.  I  urged  a  continuance  of 
the  fame  diet:  flie  was  diffuaded 
from  it  by  her  friends,  and  died  of 
fat  in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of 
her  age.  She  left  permiffion  with 
her  fifter,  to  be  opened,  if  it  was 
deli  red  :  the  cafe  was  too  Angular 
to  be  negleded  :  all  the  vifeera 
were  perfedlly  found,  but  larded 
with  fat  beyond  apprehenflon.  la 
dividing  the  external  teguments, 

we 
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we  cut  through  2|  inches  of  fat. 
She  died  fuddenly. 

Some  inftances  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture,  in  which  a  vegetable  diet 
has  fafely  contributed  to  reduce  im¬ 
moderate  corpulency,  induces  me 
to  think  that  a  prudent  trial  in  the 
cafe  I  am  treating  of  (an  Angina 
Fe8oris)  would  be  advifable.  Per¬ 
haps  a  reafonable  ufe  of  wine,not  a 
generous  one,  Ihould  be  here  allbw- 
ed,  left  the  ftrength  ftiould  be  di- 
miniftied  too  much  in  proportion  ; 
and  if  the  power  of  abforption 
ihould  by  this  means  fail,  we  may 
probably  lofe  more  ground,  by  the 
increafe  of  the  ferefa  collwvies  in  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax,  than  what  we 
gain  by  fubtrading  the  fat. 

All  the  means  of  increaftng  the 
thinner  fecretions  are  evidently 
pointed  out  as  neceffary,  from  this 
difledion  ;  and  if  to  thefe  we  join 
fraall  dofes  of  chalybeates,  or  other 
medicines,  and  an  abftinence  from 
animal  food,  fo  far  as  the  patient’s 
health,  fituation,  and  manner  of 
life  will  admit  of  it,  we  are  per¬ 
haps  rendering  all  the  reafonable 
afliftance  we  can,  till  future  difco- 
veries  make  us  better  acquainted 
with  the  real  caufes  of  this  lingular 
diftemper. 


^cfne  Account  of  a  <very  remat  kable 
Medical  Caje^  in  nvhich  all  the 
Bones,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
thighs  and  Legs,  lof  their  Solidity', 
by  Mr*  Henry  I  nomfon,  Sur¬ 
geon  to  the  London  -  Hofpital. 
From  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries  by  a  Society  of  Bhyfcians 
in  London. 

A  M  E  S  Stevenfon,  a  ftioe- 
maker  in  Wapping,  aged 
thirty-three,  live  feet  leven  inches 


high,  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of 
health  till  about  tpe  year  1766, 
when  he  was  feized  with  violent 
pains  in  his  knees  and  feet,  and 
was  tormented  with  a  head-ach, 
which  came  on  at  irregular  pe¬ 
riods  5  thefe  pains  he  fuppofed  to 
be  rheumatic,  and  had  recourfe  to 
a  variety  of  medicines,  and  to  em¬ 
pirical  aid,  without  finding  any  al¬ 
leviation  whatever  of  his  com¬ 
plaints.  In  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  of  the  fame  year,  he  injured 
his  left  Ihoulder  by  a  fall,  which 
occafioned  him  conliderable  pain  ; 
and  he  was  unable  to  move  it  for 
feveral  months  afterwards. 

In  November  1768,  he  Hipped 
down  in  his  Ihop,  and  fancied  he 
had  fprained  his  right  thigh  ;  this 
injury  confined  him  to  his  bed 
about  a  week  ;  and  he  was  after¬ 
wards  unable  to  walk  without  the 
fupport  of  a  perfon’s  arm  and  a 
crutch-ftick.  On  the  tvventy-lifft: 
of  December  following,  as  he  was 
endeavouring  to  go  up  ftairs  to 
bed,  fupported  by  his  wife,  he 
ftruck  the  toe  of  his  right  foot 
upon  the  edge  of  the  ftep,  and 
inftantly  cried  out  that  his  thigh 
was  broke.  He  was  put  to  bed, 
and  an  apothecary  being  fent  for 
the  next  morning,  who,  paying 
little  attention  to  the  injured 
thigh,  attributed  the  great  pain  he 
fulfered  to  an  increafe  of  his  rheu¬ 
matic  complaints,  and  gave  him 
medicines  accordingly.  In  this  fitu¬ 
ation  he  continued  upwards  of  a 
fortnight,  when  Dr.  Dickfon,  phy- 
fician  to  the  London  Hofpital,  was 
called  in.  Upon  his  viewing  the 
thigh  fo  much  complained  of,  he 
found  it  crooked  and  much  fhorter 
than  the  other,  and  therefore  ad- 
vifed  a  furgeon  to  be  fent  for. 

I  faw  him  the  following  day, 

and 
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and  on  examination,  found  a  frac¬ 
ture  of  the  thigh-bone  near  its  up¬ 
per  extremity.  I  effeded  the  re- 
dudlion  as  well  as  I  could,  by 
means  of  very  little  extenfion,  and 
had  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  ends 
of  the  bone  were  in  due  contaft, 
by  the  limb  being  of  an  equal 
length  with  the  other.  It  was  fe- 
cured  in  this  pofition  with  the 
ufual  apparatus ;  and  I  was  in 
hopes  that  his  pain  would  now 
ceafe :  the  event  however  proved 
different ;  his  pains  continued, 
though  not  fo  violent.  This  cir- 
cumiTance  obliged  me  frequently 
to  unbind  the  fplints,  and  to  re¬ 
accommodate  the  bandage,  judg¬ 
ing  that  either  the  puckering  of 
the  bandage,  or  tightnefs  of  the 
fplints,  might  occafion  in  fome 
meafure  the  unealinefs  which  he 
felt.  About  the  end  of  five  weeks 
from  the  time  I  had  replaced  the 
thigh-bone,  defirous  of  knowing 
how  far  the  union  was  completed, 
I  undid  the  whole  apparatus,  and 
requefted  his  wife  to  lift  up  the 
leg,  by  placing  one  hand  under 
the  ham,  and  the  other  to  embrace 
the  leg  above  the  ancle,  whilfl  I 
examined  the  degree  of  firmnefs 
where  the  frafture  had  been.  In 
doing  this,  I  was  furprized  to  find 
the  thigh-bone  yield  and  fall  in, 
about  a  hand’s-breadth  above  the 
knee,  fimilar  to  that  of  a  fradlure, 
excepting  that  in  this  cafe,  there 
was  no  fenfation  of  grating,  as  is 
ufual,  where  the  broken  bone  is  of 
a  folid  texture.  Upon  turning  my 
head  about  to  give  his  wife  direc¬ 
tions  to  lower  the  leg  upon  the 
pillow,  I  became  more  afionifhed, 
for  I  found  the  leg  almoft  doubled 
in  her  hands ;  a  fimilar  reparation 
of  the  tihia  and  fibula  (the  two 
bones  of  the  leg)  had  taken  place 
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about  a  hand^a  breadth  below  the 
tuberofity,  as  has  been  juft  before 
noticed,  in  the  ox  fiemoris  (the  thigh 
bone.)  Both  thefe  reparations  were 
unaccompanied  with  any  remark¬ 
able  figns  of  additional  pain  to 
the  patient. 

This  deplorable  fituation  of  the 
patient  urged  me  to  a  particular 
inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  fo  un¬ 
common  a  calamity.  I  could 
however  learn  nothing  fatisfaflory, 
further  than  concerning  the  rheu¬ 
matic  complaints  before  mention¬ 
ed,  which  gave  me  fome  fufpicion 
that  a  venereal  virus  might  poffi- 
bly  have  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  fulFerings  he  had  undergone. 
I  queftioned  him  upon  this  head  ; 
he  acknowledged  that  he  had  had 
a  venereal  complaint  between  two 
and  three  years  before  he  married  ; 
that  he  never  thought  himfelf cured 
of  it,  though  he  had  then  been, 
married  about  fix  years ;  that  he 
had  fcorbutic  blotches  upon  him 
for  fome  years,  and  declared  he 
had  then  a  gleet. 

Upon  viewing  the  eruption,  I 
was  confirmed  in  my  opinion, 
that  it  was  venereal ;  I  therefore 
refolved  that  he  fhould  begin  a 
mercurial  courfe,  and  accordingly 
direfled  a  drachm  of  the  ftrong 
mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed  in 
every  night,  under  the  ham  of  the 
found  limb. 

Previous  to  my  drefling  up  the 
miferable  leg  and  thigh,  I  examin¬ 
ed  the  feparation  (for  I  could  not 
call  it  fracture)  which  had  been 
produced  in  the //(^m(the  great  bone 
of  the  leg.)  The  Ikin  being  very 
thin,  from  the  emaciated  condition 
of  the  patient,  I  could  perceive  by 
the  finger  a  regular  tranfverfe  cleft 
in  the  tihia  ;  there  was  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  ecchymofis  (livid  fpots  or 
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blotches  in  the  fkin)  nor  tumefac¬ 
tion,  nor  did  any  appear  afterwards  ; 
upon  tracing  the  furface  of  the  ti¬ 
bia  w-ith  my  fingers,  below  the 
fiffure,  I  found  a  remarkable  foft- 
nefs  and  yielding  of  the  bone  down 
to  its  lower  extremity,  fimilar  to 
a  fluid  being  contained  therein. 
So  extraordinary  a  circumflance 
excited  my  curiofity,  and  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  explore  the  nature  of  fo 
uncommon  a  feel,  by  laying  it 
open.  The  following  day  I  made 
an  incifion,  about  five  inches  in 
length,  with  a  fcalpel,  through 
the  Ikin,  along  the  fpine  of  the  //- 
lia,  and  turning  the  knife  about  an 
inch  acrofs  upon  the  furface  of  the 
bone,  I  made  a  fecond  incifion  pa¬ 
rallel  with  the  firft,  and  then  re¬ 
moved  this  incifed  portion  clear 
from  periojieum  (the  Ikin  cover¬ 
ing  the  bone),  which  was  remark¬ 
ably  thin.  Finding  upon  examin¬ 
ation  by  my  fingers,  that  the  ex¬ 
ternal  part  of  the  bone  was  ex¬ 
tremely  pliant  and  yielding,  I 
paired  my  knife  through  it,  and  re¬ 
moved  all  that  had  been  denuded 
with  the  greatell  eafe,  its  texture 
being  only  about  the  folidity  and 
thicknefs  of  the  rind  of  cheefe. 

This  being  done,  I  found  adulky 
red,  or  liver-coloured  flelh,  occu¬ 
pying  the  whole  internal  part  of 
the  bone,  devoid  of  fenfibiiity,  and 
from  which  the  olTeous  covering 
had  been  removed,  without  the 
leaft  haemorrhage :  in  Ihort,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  an  unorganized  mafs, 
limilar  to  the  flefb-like  fubftance  or 
coagulum  which  may  be  formed 
upon  a  flick  or  feather,  by  ftirring 
frefli  drawn  blood  in  a  bafon. 

The  mercurial  unction  was  con¬ 
tinued  every  night  for  the  fpace  of 
a  fortnight;  the  ptyalifm  gradually 
advanced,  and  he  fpat  about  a  pint 
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in  the  twenty-four  hours,  when  it 
arrived  to  its  height.  The  wound 
of  the  leg  fuppurated  in  the  moft 
kindly  manner,  and  healed  in  a 
fliort  time.  The  fpitting  alleviated 
the  pains  in  his  limbs,  the  erup¬ 
tion  upon  the  Ikin  gradually  dif- 
appeared,  and  upon  the  whole,  his 
health  feemed  much  amended. 

The  right  leg  and  thigh  began 
to  Ihorten,  and  acquired  foon  a 
confiderable  degree  of  deformity. 
The  bandage  and  fpiints  were  dif- 
continued,  as  being  no  longer  fer- 
viceable  ;  and  finding  the  left  //’- 
hia  become  foftened  in  the  manner 
which  had  been  obferved  in  that 
of  the  right,  1  lamented  his  fate, 
as  judging  him  paft  all  hope  of  re¬ 
lief.  However,  his  cafe  being 
made  known  to  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  who  from  time  to  time  afiift- 
ed  him  with  money,  feveral  of  its 
members  vifited  and  diredled  the 
ufe  of  various  things.  He  drank 
wort  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
likewife  the  antifcorbutic  juices, 
and  for  a  great  while  took  a  decoc¬ 
tion  of  the  bark  with  elixir  of  vi¬ 
triol,  by  the  order  of  Dr.  Dickfon, 
who  frequently  faw  him;  but  no¬ 
thing  which  was  tried  having  any 
effedt  in  checking  the  progrefs  of 
this  deplorable  difeafe,  the  poor 
man  grew  tired  of  medicines,  and 
calmly  expeded  his  difiblution. 

FiOm  the  time  of  my  firll  at¬ 
tendance  upon  him,  to  the  day  of 
bis  death,  he  was  never  able  to  be 
removed  out  of  his  bed  ;  he  lay 
upon  his  back,  nor  could  he  ever 
bear  to  be  turned  upon  his  fide. 

The  left  leg  and  thigh  loft  its 
ftraitnefs,  and  became  deformed  in 
like  manner  with  the  right;  and 
in  proportion  as  the  contradlion 
and  deformity  took  place,  he  gra¬ 
dually  loft  all  fenfe  of  mufcular 
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aflion  ;  but  when  it  became  necef- 
fary  to  fmooth  the  (heet  under  him, 
he  was  very  fenfible  of  pain,  upon 
liftihg  up  and  laying  down  the 
limbs. 

His  appetite  remained  good  the 
whole  time  of  his  confinement, 
till  within  three  weeks  of  his 
death  ;  he  was  fometimes  coftive, 
and  had  recourfe  to  a  laxative  elec¬ 
tuary  at  thefe  times :  his*  urine  for 
the  firlt  two  years  generally  depo- 
fited  a  vvhitilh  fediment,  which 
Upon  evaporation  became  like  mor¬ 
tar  ;  and  he  voided  three  or  four 
Imall  jagged  ftones  fome  time  after 
a  complaint  in  his  loins. 

He  was  at  laft  feized  with  a 
lientery,  which  put  an  end  to  a 
miferable  exiftence,  on  the  i8th  of 
February  1775,  after  a  confinement 
to  his  bed  of  above  fix  years. 

Dr.  Hunter  did  me  the  favour 
of  affilting  in  the  examination  of 
the  body.  Upon  opening  the  tho¬ 
rax  (chefi),  we  found  the  ribs  and 
Jiernum  (the  breaft-bone)  had  loft 
all  their  folidity,  being  eafily  cut 
through  with  a  common  fcalpel ; 
the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  were  un¬ 
altered  ;  the  contents  of  \.)\tihQrax 
and  abdo7nen  (belly)  appeared  in  a 
healthy  fiate,  and  were  no  other- 
wife  affeded  than  by  fituation,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  deformity  of  what  origi¬ 
nally  formed  the  bony  fuppcris 
of  the  thorax,  the  /pine,  and  pelvis 
(hips.)  The  gall-bladder  however 
v/as  deftitute  of  bile,  greatly  con- 
traded,  and  contained  a  confider- 
able  number  of  very  fmall,  black, 
jagged  Hones,  refembling  coal  duft. 
We  next  proceeded  to  examine  the 
Hate  of  every  bone  in  the  body  ; 
the  refult  was,  that  we  could  eafily 
pafs  the  knife  through  thofe  of  the 
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cranium  {ikuW) ,  Jiernum,  ribs,  ‘t/rr-* 
tebrre  (joints  of  the  back-bone), 
pel<vis,  and  all  the  cylindrical  bones 
which  formed  the  extremities ;  and 
the  phalanges  of  the  fingers  were 
even  fo  much  altered,  that  they 
were  capable  of  being  flit  through, 
longitudinally.  All  thefe  origi¬ 
nally  bony  parts  confided  of  a 
mere  cortical  or  outfide  offeous 
covering,  of  the  thicknefs  of  rind 
of  cheele,  and  of  an  infide  flefh- 
coloured  mafs.  The  cartilaginous 
coverings  of  the  epiphyfes  of  the 
bones  of  the  extremities  appeared 
to  have  loft  much  of  their  ori¬ 
ginal  thicknefs  :  in  many  parts 
of  the  epiphyfes  it  appeared  as  if 
this  cartilaginous  covering  was  in 
a  manner  annihilated,  whilft  in 
other  parts  it  appeared  prominent 
and  full  of  bumps.  The  epiphyfes 
were  equally  compreflible  and 
fpringy  to  the  touch  as  the  dia- 
phyfes  of  the  fame  bones  ;  and 
though  there  was  an  apparent  di¬ 
minution  of  cartilaginous  covering, 
yet  it  by  no  means  appeared  to  be 
abraded,  fince  what  remained  pre- 
ferved  its  pearly  colour  and  fmooth 
polilh  ;  and  ic  is  remarkable,  that 
though  the  joints  of  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities,  in  particular,  had  been 
deftitute  of  motion  above  fix  years, 
the  finonjia  was  perfectly  good,  and 
in  great  quantity. 

1  have  only  to  add,  that  the 
mufcular  parts  in  general,  but  more 
particularly  of  the  lower  extremi¬ 
ties,  were  exceedingly  pale,  hav¬ 
ing  loft  the  appearance  of  flefh  ; 
and  it  would  fcarceiy  have  been 
poftible  to  have  traced  them  by 
difiedion,  from  their  contortion 
and  adhefion  to  each  other. 
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Som^  Account  of  a  ne-w  Species  of 
Mortification  lately  ohfer^ed  by 
Percival  Pott,  F.  S,  and 

Surp-eon  to  St.  Bartholonicw’s 
Hofpital  ;  and  the  happy  Difeo^ 
<very  of  the  extraordinary  Eficacy 
of  Opium  in  the  Cure  of  it ^  made 
by  the  faid  Gentleman^  after  '  the 
Bark  had  failed.  From  a  nenv 
Work  of  his  lately  puhlijhed^  en-- 
titiedy  Chirurgical  Obfervations 
relative  to  the  Cataracl,  Rup¬ 
tures,  Mortifications  of  the  Toes 
and  Feet,  &c. 


R.  Pott  deferibes  the  above 
diforder,  as  “  iTiaking  its 
lirft  appearance  on  the  infide,  or  at 
the  extremity  of  one  of  the  fmaller 
toes,  by  a  imali  black  or  bluiih 
fpot :  from  this  fpot  the  cuticle  is 
always  found  to  be  detached,  and 
the  fkin  under  it  to  be  of  a  dark 
red  colour, — Its  progrefs  in  fome 
is  flow;  in  others  rapid,  and  hor¬ 
ridly  painful  :  it  generally  begins 
on  the  infide  of  each  fmall  toe,  be¬ 
fore  it  is  vifibie  either  on  its  under 
or  upper  part ;  and  when  it  makes 
its  attack  on  the  foot,  the  upper 
part  of  it  firft  lliews  its  diftempered 
itate  by  tumefadlion,  change  of 
colour,  and  foinetimes  by  vefica- 
tion  ;  but  vrherever  it  is,  one  of 
the  firil  marks  of  it  is  a  reparation 
or  detachment  of  the  Cuticle. 

“  The  common  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  this  diliemper  is,  by  fpirituous 
fomentations,  catapiafms  ablualJy 
and  potentially  warm,  by  drefiings 
of  the  dio-eftive  kind,  as  they  are 
called,  animated  with  w^arm  pun¬ 
gent  oils  and  balfams.  See.  and  in¬ 
ternally  by  the  Peruvian  bsrk.’’ 

This  miCthod,  Mr.  Pott  fays,  he 
has  feldom  or  never  known  to  fuc- 
ceed..  He  has  tried  the  bark,  he 
fays,  as  fully  and  fairly,  and  as 
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varioufly  as  any  man  has  or  can  ; 
but  in  the  fpecies  of  mortification 
above  deferibed,  he  cannot  aferibe 
to  it  a  merit  which  it  does  not  de- 
ferve. 

He  proceeds,  after  deferibing 
the  various  ways  in  which  he  has 
ufed  the  bark,  to  relate  the  cafe 
which  led  to  the  difeoverv  of  the 
virtues  of  opium  in  the  following 
words : 

“  Some  time  ago  I  had  a  patient 
labouring  under  this  complaint, 
who  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
take  the  bark  in  any  form  what¬ 
ever.  I  made  ufe  of  every  argu¬ 
ment,  but  to  no  purpofe  :  fomen¬ 
tation,  poultice,  and  the  ufual  dref- 
fings  were  applied  in  the  ufual 
manner  ;  the  difeafe  advanced 
fome  days  more,  feme  days  lefs, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  the 
fmall  toes  were  all  completely  mor¬ 
tified,  the  great  one  became 
blackish, ^  the  foot  much  fwollen, 
altered  in  colour,  and  the  difeafe 
feeming  to  advance  with  fuch  hafty 
lirides,  that  I  fuppofed  a  very  few 
days  would  determine  the  event. 
The  pain  in  the  foot  and  ancle  was 
fo  great,  and  fo  continual,  as  to¬ 
tally  to  deprive  the  patient  of 
deep.  On  this  account,  and  merely 
to  procure  fome  remiffion,  I  gave 
two  grains  of  opium  at  night, 
which  not  having  the  defired  ef- 
fefl,  I  repeated  it  in  the  morning. 
Finding,  daring  the  following  day, 
fome  advantage,  I  repeated  the 
fame  dofe  night  and  morning,  for 
three  days  ;  at  the  end  of  w'hich 
time  the  patient  became  quite  eafy, 
and  the  appearances  on  the  foot 
and  ancle  were  vifibly  more  fa¬ 
vourable.  Encouraged  by  this,  I 
increafed  the  quantity  of  the  me¬ 
dicine,  giving  one  grain  every 
three  or  four  hours,  taking  care  to 
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watch  its  narcotic  effeft,  and  to 
keep  the  belly  empty  by  glyllers. 
In  nine  days  from  the  fitil  admini- 
of  the  opium,  all  the  tume- 
fa(5l;ori  of  the  foot  and  ancle  totally 
fubfided,  the  fkin  recovered  its  na¬ 
tural  colour,  and  all  the  mortified 
parts  plainly  began  to  feparate  ;  in 
another  week  they  were  all  loofe 
and  cafting  off,  the  matter  was 
good,  and  the  incarnation  florid. 

During  the  whole  of  this 
time,  1  continued  the'  ufe  of  the 
opium,  varying  its  quantity,  as 
circumltances  required,  but  never 
gave  lefs  than  three  or  four  grains 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

“  When  the  doughs’  were  all 
call  off,  the  bones  feparated,  and 
I  had  only  a  clean  fore  to  drefs 
and  heal,  I  gradually  left  off  the 
medicine. 

I  am  very  willing  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  however  well  pleafed  I 
might  be  with  the  event  of  this 
cafe,  yet  I  really  regarded  it  as  ac¬ 
cidental  ;  fo  much  fo,  that  having 
very  foon  after  another  opportu¬ 
nity,  1  did  not  care  to  truit  to 
opium  alone,  but  joined  the  bark 
with  it.  The  event  was  equally 
fortunate.  But  although  I  had 
joined  the  cortex  with  the  extrac- 
tum  thebaicum,  and  did  therefore 
attribute  the  fuccefs  to  their  united 
powers,  yet  the  effecl  was  fo  very 
unlike  to  what  I  had  everfeen  from 
the  bark  without  opium,  that  I 
could  not  avoid  ferioully  and  often 
relieving  on  it,  and  determining 
to  ufe  it  by  itfelf,  whenever  ano¬ 
ther  opportunity  fliould  offer.  1 
did  fo,  and  fucceeded  in  the  fame 
happy  manner,  though  under  the 
very  difagreeable  circumftances  of 
feventy  years  of  age,  a  broken  di- 
llempered  conllitution,  and  the  dif- 
eafe  making  a  hafiy  progrefs. 
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An  Account  of  feme  Experiments  tried 
on  the  thine  cf  a  Man  about 
thirty  three y  labouring  under  cz 
confirmed  Diabetes ^  nvith  the  niery 
extraordinary  Refult  thereof,  by 
Matthew  Dobfon,  Efq.  M.  D, 
of  Liverpool.  From  Medical. 
Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  by 
a  Society  of  Phyficians  in  Lon¬ 
don. 

w 

Experiment  I. 

SO  M  E  of  this  patient’s  urine, 
which  w'as  quite  tranfparentj^ 
and  of  a  very  pale  ftraw  colour, 
fweet,  and  not  the  leak  urinous  to 
the  take,  was  fet  by  in  an  open 
veiTel  to  obferve  its  fpontaneous 
changes.  7'his  was  in  the  month 
of  November,  when  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer  Itood  about  52  during 
the  warmek  part  of  the  day. 

In  24  hours  a  feparation  began 
to  take  place  :  fome  woolly  clouds 
appeared,  which  gradually  fubfid- 
ing,  covered  the  bottom  of  the 
veffel  with  a  loofe  white  precipi¬ 
tate.  At  the  fame  time  air-bub¬ 
bles  were  detached,  which  carried 
fmall  portions  of  the  woolly  clouds 
to  the  furface,  where  they  remained 
fufpended.  This  intekine  motion 
continued  for  feveral  days,  and 
produced  a  thin  head  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  urine,  much  refembling 
that  which  is  formed  on  the  fur- 
face  of  fermenting  liquors.  On 
lhaking  the  veffel,  the  intekine 
motion  was  increafed,  and  a  vinous 
fincil  was  eafily  dikinguifhed.  Soon 
after  this,  the  fluid  became  fourifli ; 
and  the  refolution  going  on,  the 
next  change  was  to  the  keen  Tmell 
of  vinegar,  d  he. further  and  lak 
change  was  to  the  putrid  and  of- 
fenfive. 
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Experiment  It* 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  taken 
from  the  arm  of  this  patient,  ex¬ 
hibited,  after  (landing  a  proper 
time,  the  following  appearances. 
The  crajfamentum  had  a  Eight  buff, 
a  due  degree  of  hrmnefs,  and  was 
in  the  ufual  proportion  to  the ferum* 
The  Jerum  was  opaque,  and  much 
refembled  common  cheefe  whey  ; 
it  was  fweetilh,  but  I  thought  not 
fo  fvveet  as  the  urine. 

Experiment  III. 

The  urine  of  this  patient,  ex- 
pofed  to  a  boiling  heat,  fuffered 
no  degree  of  coagulation. 

Experiment  IV. 

Neither  was  it  coagulated,  on 
being  mixed  with  the  mineral 
acids. 

Experiment  V. 

Two  quarts  of  this  urine  were, 
by  a  gentle  heat,  evaporated  to 
drynefs,  under  the  infpeftion  of 
Mr.  Poole,  apothecary  to  the  hof- 
pital,  and  Mr.  Waithal,  one  of 
the  houfe  apprentices.  There  re¬ 
mained,  after,  the  evaporation,  a 
white  cake  which  weighed  Jiv.  ^  ij» 
and  This  cake  was  granu¬ 

lated,  and  broke  eafjly  between  the 
lingers;  it  fmelled  fvveet  like 
brown  fugar,  neither  could  it,  by 
the  tafte,  be  diliinguifhed  from  fu¬ 
gar,  except  that  the  fvveecnefs  left 
a  flight  fenfe  of  coolnefs  on  the 
palate.  It  had  no  faltnefs,  nor 
was  there  any  effervefcence,  on  the 
addition  of  the  acid  elixir  of  vi¬ 
triol  :  but  on  the  addition  of  a 
more  concentrat-ed  vitriolic  acid, 
an  effervefcence  enfued,  and  fome 
fumes  arofe  which  had  the  pungent 
fmeli  of  the  marine  acid. 


Experiment  VI. 

The  fame  experiment  was  re¬ 
peated  after  the  patient  was  fo  far 
recovered  as  to  pafs  only  14  pints 
of  urine  in  the  24  hours,  to  have 
a  moift  and  foft  fkin,  and  to  have 
gained  flefli  and  ftrength.  There 
was  now  a  flrong  urinous  fmeli 
during  the  evaporation,  and  the 
relid uum  could  not  be  procured  in 
a  folid  form,  but  was  blackilh, 
and  much  refembled  very  thick 
treacle. 


Singular  InjianceSy  amongji  many 
others  mohich  might  Jje  brought 
from  the  fame  IVork,  of  a  re^i<ved, 
or  nenvly  dif cohered  Property  in 
Carrots y  grated  and  reduced  •with 
Water  into  the  Form  of  a  Poultice^ 
as  firf  recommended  by  Mr,  Soult- 
zer,  to  fuhduey  •very  fpeedily,  the 
intolerable  Stench,  and  abate  the 
great  Pain,  attending  cancerous 
Ulcers  ;  and  of  W ort,  or  the  In-‘ 
fufon  of  Malt,  by  correhiing  the 
Habit,  effehlually  to  cure,  in  fime, 
the  faid  naufeous  and  defperate 
Complaints  ;  by  Mr.  Henry  Gib- 
fon,  Surgeon  at  Newcallle  upon 
Tyne.  From  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  and  Inquiries,  ^r. 

^  N  N  Sandham,  a  woman 
about  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a  patient  of  the  In¬ 
firmary,  the  19th  of  January  1768. 
She  had  been  afflicted,  during  two 
or  three  years,  with  a  large  pha- 
gisdenic  ulcer  on  the  foot,  extend¬ 
ing  over  the  whole  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  metatar fus,  and  about 
two-thirds  of  the  tarfus  ;  the  edges 
of  the  ulcer  hard  and  inflamed  j 
the  whole  foot  fvvelled,  and  the 
inflammation  of  the  integuments 
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reaching  halfway  up  the  leg ;  the 
fore  very  foul,  with  a  gangrenous 
afpedl,  attended  with  fuch  a  foetid 
fmell  as  is  not  to  be  exprelTed. 

This  miferable  creature,  weary 
of  her  life,  came  with  an  intention 
to  have  her  limb  taken  off.  She 
had  been  my  patient  five  years  be¬ 
fore,  for  a  mortification  of  all  the 
toes  of  the  fame  foot,  which,  with 
much  difficulty,  after  their  feparat- 
ing,  had  been  healed  ;  fo  that, 
having  fome  reafon  to  fufpedt,  that 
the  toes  had  formerly  fphacelated 
from  an  offification  of  the  arteries, 
my  brethren  of  the  Infirmary,  as 
well  as  myfelf,  on  confultation, 
were  averfe  to  amputation,  though 
much  folicited  to  it  by  the  mifer¬ 
able  creature  herfelf ;  her  blood 
alfo  appeared  to  be  in  a  putrid 
diffiolved  flate ;  her  breath  very 
foetid,  and  her  whole  look  cada¬ 
verous.  Having  experienced  in  a 
late  cafe,  the  excellency  of  the 
carrot  poultice,  in  removing  the 
naufeous  fmell  of  an  ulcerated  can¬ 
cer,  I  ordered  it  to  be  applied 
here,  with  an  intention  principally 
to  get  the  better  of  that  difagreeable 
fymptom,  which,  in  this  cafe,  was 
to  the  greatell  degree  that  the  relt 
of  the  furgeons  or  myfelf  had  ever 
known  ;  and  as  fhe  had  formerly, 
while  her  toes  were  fphacelated, 
taken  valt  quantities  of  the  cortex 
and  wine,  yet  had  mended  very 
Ilowly,  file  was  ordered  to  drink 
at  pleafure,  from  a  quart  to  three 
pints,  of  the  infufion  of  malt, 
(according  to  Dr.  Macbride)  daily ; 
and  that  the  bad  fmell  might  not 
be  injurious  to  any  of  the  other 
patients,  (he  was  ordered  into  the 
lazaretto.  The  very  next  day,  the 
poultice  had  entirely  fuppreffed  che 
flench  ;  and  morever  had  fubfti- 
luted  its  own  fweet  fmell  ^  the 
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pain  was  confiderably  affiuaged  ; 
the  inflammation  and  fwelling  di- 
minifhed  j  flie  was  able  to  move 
her  ancle,  and  molt  thankfully  ex- 
prefTed,  that  fhe  had  had  a  better 
night  than  for  a  year  and  a  half 
before  I  In  Ihort,  from  this  time, 
the  ichorous  difeharge  changed  for 
the  belter  every  day  in  colour,  con- 
fiftence,  and  quantity,  and  in  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  a  week  became  very 
laudable;  the  hard  inflamed  lips 
foftened  ;  the  furface  of  the  ulcer 
put  on  a  healing  appearance  ;  the 
patient’s  conftitution  manifeftly 
mended,  and  fbe  was  difeharged 
cured  the  12th  of  May  following; 
in  which  time  file  had  taken  no 
other  medicine  than  the  malt  in¬ 
fufion,  nor  had  any  other  topical 
application  befides  the  carrot  poul¬ 
tice,  except  when  the  fore  was  conr 
tradled  to  the  fize  of  a  (hilling; 
then  edgings  of  cerat.  abl.  were 
ufed  along  with  it,  becaufe  when 
the  difeharge  was  become  fmall,  I 
thought  the  drynefs  of  the  poultice 
brought  off  with  it  fome  of  the 
new  cicatrifed  (kin.  In  fa<fl,  this 
application  agreed  fo  well  with 
this  ulcer,  that  what  was  meant  at 
firft  only  to  remove  the  bad  fmell, 
anfwered  fully  every  curative  inten¬ 
tion  ;  I  mean  as  a  topic;  and  I 
have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
had  we  been  able  to  have  produced 
carrots  in  perfedlion  during  the 
months  of  February  and  March, 
this  cure  would  have  been  per¬ 
formed  in  much  lefs  time  ;  for  it 
was  very  obfervable,  theat  when 
none  but  the  old  full-grown  car¬ 
rots  could  be  bought,  which  were 
become  lefs  fucculent  by  keeping, 
or  the  young  fpring  ones  with  their 
juices  lefs  exalted,  that  the  cure 
advanced  more  (lowly  ;  and  polli- 
bly  that  might  be  the  caufe  why  we 
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made  no  progrefs  the  laft  two 
months  in  the  cafe  of  the  other 
ulcer,  after  fuch  promifing  appear¬ 
ances. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  dare  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  affert,  that  a  cataplafm  of 
carrots  will  cure  an  ulcerated  can¬ 
cer  ;  but  I  dare  advance,  that  it 
will  fubdue  the  intolerable  Jlenchy 
frequently  attending  foul,  gangre¬ 
nous  cancerous  ulcers,  which  has 
heretofore  been  no  inconfiderable 
defideratian  in  forgery,  both  in  re- 
fpeft  to  the  patients  themfelves, 
and  to  the  people  who  are  about 
them. 

Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Keenly  fide, 
Mr.  S  tod  art,  my  worthy  friends 
and  colleagues  at  the  Infirmary, 
were  very  attentive  to  the  progrefs 
of  tills  cure,  and  will  bear  tefti- 
mony  to  what  I  have  related  con¬ 
cerning  it.  To  conclude,  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  this  hiltory,  that  the 
fubduing  and  conquering  the  bad 
fmell,  and  abating  the  pain,  were 
due  to  the  carrot  poultke  %  but  that 
the  corredling  the  patient’s  bad  ha¬ 
bit,  may  be  attributed  to  the  malt 
infuJion\  and  indeed,  it  feemed  to 
agree  wonderfully  well  with  her  ; 
it  kept  her  fn  a  gentle  laxative 
Hate,  lifually  procuring  her  daily 
two  ilodls.  She  was  obdruded  be¬ 
fore  file  w'as  admitted,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  her  recovery,  fiie  became 
regular.  In  fine,  ilse  improved  in 
health  every  day  from  her  being 
put  upon  this  courfe,  though,  when 
rny  patient  before,  ihe  was  more 
months  in  recovering  under  a  courfe 
of  the  cortex,  &c.  than  weeks  at  this 
t  \  me . 

I  have,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  had  three  or  four  other  fcor- 
butic  patients,  with  foul  ulcers  of 
long  ftanding,  under  this  courfe  of 
malt  infufion,  with  all  of  whom  it 
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agreed  very  well ;  it  generally 
kept  them  in  a  gentle  laxative 
Hate,  and  apparently  did  them  fer- 
vice  ;  but  no  one  fo  clearly  received 
benefit  from  it  as  the  fubjedl  of  the 
laft  related  cafe ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt,  but  in  long  voyages  at  fea, 
where  recent  vegetables  cannot  be 
had,  that  it  will  prove  a  noble  fub- 
ftitute,  and  fully  anfwer  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  benevolent,  humane, 
original  propofer  of  it. 


Phyjical  Obfer'vations  on  the  furpris^- 
ing  Eficacy  of  Salt  in  feeding, 
fattening,  and  multiplying  Cattle  % 
and  of  courfe  improving  Land  for 
eatery  other  Purpofe. — -By  a  Gen- 
tletnan  <nAjho  jubferibes  himfelf 

W.  V/. 

JN  looking  over  the  firft  volume 
of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  i 
met  with  a  paper  entitled,  “  Phy- 
fical  Obfervations  on  the  Eftecls  of 
Salt  in  fattening  CattleP’  The 
title  excited  my  curiofity;  and  on 
reading  the  memoir,  the  author’s 
reafoning  appeared  to  me  not  only 
plaufible,  but  convincing.  His 
views  are  certainly  enlarged,  and 
dire^fed  to  objects  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  kind,  viz.  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  land,  and  the  increafe  of 
cattle.  He  lays  it  down  as  an 
axiom,  or  felf-cvident  truth,  that, 
by  increafing  cattle,  land  may  be 
improved  ;  and, by  improving  land, 
cattle  may  be  multiplied. 

The  farmer,  he  fays,  who  has  a 
more  than  ordinary  ftock  of  work¬ 
ing  cattle,  reaps  a  double  advan¬ 
tage  :  one,  by  having  his  work 
done  in  feafon  ;  the  other,  by  en¬ 
riching  a  greater  proportion  of  his 
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land  by  means  of  their  additional 
manure;  the  only  difficulty  is,  how 
to  maintain  an  inc^eafed  number 
without  increafing  the  cxpence. 
This,  he  affierts,  may  be  done  bv 
the  ufe  of  fait  ;  and  advances  the 
three  following  propofitions  : 

1.  That  fait,  given  with  the 
food  of  cattle,  augments  the  nou- 
riffiment  of  that  food. 

2.  That,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  fait  eaten  by  cattle,  the 
effe(fls  of  that  augmentation  will  be 
perceivable. 

3.  That  no  ill  confequence  will 
follow  from  excefs  of  falc  eaten  by 
cattle,  even  though  it  fliould  be 
given  them  without  Hint. 

Thefe  propofitions  he  endeavours 
to  fupport  by  unquelfionable  fafts. 

In  the  jurifdiflion  of  Arles,  in 
the  county  of  Provence,  there  is, 
he  fays,  a  dillrifl  called  th^  Crau, 
extendino-  in  length  about  fix 
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leagues,  and  in  breadth  about 
three,  the  whole  furface  of  which 
is  covered  with  fmall  rough  hones, 
and  not  a  tree  or  bnfh  is  to  be  feen 
in  the  whole  diftrifl,  except  here 
and  there  on  the  borders  ;  yet  on 
this  fpot,  fo  feemingly  llerile,  by 
the  free  ufe  of  fait,  more  numerous 
flocks  of  iheep  are  bred  and  reared, 
than  upon  any  other  common  of 
equal  extent  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom  ;  and  what  is  no  lefs  re¬ 
markable,  the  flieep  are  healthier, 
and  hardier,  and  endure  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  winter  with  lefs  lofs, 
though  they  have  fewer  fheep-cots 
for  covering,  than  thofe  bred  and 
fed  on  more  copious  pallures,  and 
that  have,  befides,  the  advantage 
of  more  convenient  Ihelter.  Add 
to  this,  that  the  wool  of  the  flocks 
bred  and  brought  up  in  the  Crau, 
is  not  only  the  fineft  in  the  whole 
coui^ty,  but  bears  tfe  highell  price 
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of  any  in  France — From  henc® 
he  concludes,  th'it  it  ii  to  the  un¬ 
limited  ufe  of  fait  that  thefe  fur- 
prizing  effects  are  to  be  afcribed; 
for  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
Crau  is  fo  burnt  up  in  the  fummer, 
that  the  poor  animals  arc  forced  to 
turn  up  the  very  Hones  to  come  at 
the  few  blades  of  grafs  that  grow 
round  them  :  and  yet  none  perifli 
for  want  of  food.  Let  every  ex¬ 
cellence,  therefore,  that  can  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  inherent  in  the 
herbage,  be  allowed  to  it,  yet  the 
quantity  of  it  is  fo  fmall,  that, 
without  the  abundant  ufe’ of  fait, 
a  fourth  part  of  the  fheep  kept  in 
the  Crau,  could  not  fubfill  in  it. 

But,  as  a  Hill  further  deraonflra- 
tion,  that  this  aflonifhing  effedl  is 
folely  to  be  attributed  to  fait,  we 
have,  fays  the  writer,  in  Langue¬ 
doc,  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhone, 
a  fpot  of  the  fame  kind  of  ftony 
land,  in  every  refpefl  fmilar  to 
that  of  the  Crau  ;  yet,  for  want  of 
the  free  ufe  of  fait,  that  of  Lan¬ 
guedoc  does  not  maintain  a  tenth 
part  of  the  number  of  ffieep«that 
are  brought  up  in  the  Crau,  though 
in  other  refpefls  it  is  no  ways  infe¬ 
rior,  the  wines  and  other  fruits 
produced  on  the  borders  of  both 
being,  in  their  goodnefs  and  other 
effential  qualities,  equal. 

Having  proved  his  flrfi;  propofl- 
tion  incontrovertibly,  he  proceeds, 
in  proof  of  ihe  fecond,  to  recom¬ 
mend  an  eai/  experiment,  which  ic 
is  in  every  farmer’s  power  to  make  ; 
and  that  is,  to  give  to  one  half  of 
his  cattle  fait,  and  to  the  other 
half  none.  By  this  Ample  trial, 
he  fays,  in  lefs  than  a  month,  the 
difference  will  be  dilcernible.  The 
cattle  to  whom  the  fait  is  given 
will  ffiew  it  in  their  looks,  in  the 
fleekneTs  of  their  coats,  in  their 
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growth,  and  in  their  ftrength  and 
jiitnefs  for  labour.  He  adds,  that 
with  little  more  than  half  their 
ufual  food  all  thefe  elFeds  will  be 
produced. 

To  ellablifh  his  third  propofi- 
tion,  he  appeals  to  the  praftice 
about  Arles,  where  the  cattle  have 
as  much  fait  as  they  will  eat,  and 
none  are  fo  healthy,  or  thrive  fo 
'  fall,  as  thofe  that  eat  the  moil  of 
it. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  there 
cannot  remain  a  doubt  of  the  good 
eifeds  of  fait  in  the  feeding  and 
fattening  of  cattle  ;  but  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  the  writer  is 
totally  filent  with  refped  to  the 
method  of  giving  the  fait  to  the 
labouring  cattle.  He  has,  indeed, 
informed  his  readers,  that  in  8 
days  his  flock  of  300  Iheep  eat 
151b.  of  fait,  being  one  pound  to 
every  fcore  ;  and  it  fliould  feem  by 
his  manner  of  expreffing  himfelf, 
that  he  gave  them  the  whole  quan¬ 
tity  in  one  day  as  he  cautions  the 
farmer  againlf  fuffering  his  (beep 
to  drink  on  the  day  the  fait  is  ad- 
miniftered,  apprizing  him  at  the 
fame  time  how  much  it  fharpens 
their  appetite  ;  and  that  he  had 
feen  them  not  only  browfe  upon 
Itubbs  after  eating  the  fait,  but  even 
gnaw  pieces  of  wood  of  a  furprifing 
bignefs. 

As  the  fubje£i  pf  the  above  Me¬ 
moir  appeared  to  me  of  importance, 
I  have  only  to  requeft  of  you,  Mr. 
Urban,  the  immediate  infertion  of 
the  few  hints  which  are  here  ex- 
trafted  from  it;  as,  during  the 
prefent  fcarcity  of  hay,  it  may  be 
intereftlng  to  many ;  and  as  it  has, 
in  its  confequences,  a  tendency  to 
lower  the  price  of  provifions,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  a  difcovery  that 
promifes  fo'  much  benefit  to  the 
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public,  will  not  wholly  be  over¬ 
looked, 

Surry t  Dec.  17.  W,  W, 

[Gent.  Mag.  for  Dec.  177^*]  i 


The  hlgheft  Exertions  of  Human  Art 
in  Mo  fate  Work,  compared 
the  Mofaic  Work  of  the  Wing  of 
a  Butterfly. 

IT  cannot  but  be  extremely  pleaf- 
ing  to  a  devout  mind,  to  con¬ 
template  the  extreme  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  produftions  of  human 
art,  and  thofe  of  the  God  of  na¬ 
ture,  when  obferved  with  exadl- 
nefs,  in  point  of  elegance  and 
truth  of  workmanfhip.  The  dif- 
gufting  irregularity  that  appears  in 
the  finefl:  needle,  when  examined 
by  a  microfeope,  has  been  com¬ 
pared  with  the  wonderful  accuracy 
of  the  fling  of  a  bee  or  a  wafp  ; 
and  the  unequal  contexture  of  the 
moll  delicate  cambrick,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  feme  natural  produc¬ 
tions,  has  been  obferved,  and  de¬ 
voutly  acknowledged ;  but  I  do 
not  recoiled  that  I  have  any  where 
feen  a  comp^rifon  inftituted,  be¬ 
tween  the  fubjecls  I  am  now  pro- 
pofing  to  confideration,  which  yet 
well  deferve  our  notice,  and  may 
perhaps  be  as  arnufing  as  any  of 
them. 

Few  are  totally  unacquainted 
with  what  is  meant  by  Mofaic 
work,  It' is  a  kind  of  Paint- 
ing,’*  fays  Dr.'  Johnfon,  in  his 
didionary,  in  fmall  pebbles, 
cockles,  and  fhells  of  fundry  co- 
lours.**  This  is  not  the  moft 
happy  of  his  deferiptions  ;  many 
other  materials  are  ufed,  and  feme 
more  frequently  than  thofe  he  has 
mentioned',  particularly  pieces  of 
marble,  of  ‘Burnt  clay;,  and  of 

glafs. 
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glafs.  In  truth,  Mofalc  work  means 
in  general,  the  forming  flourilhes 
and  figures  with  /mail  bodies  of  dif¬ 
ferent  colours. 

Beautiful  pavements  of  antlent 
Mofaic,  are  fometimes  found  in 
our  country,  the  remains  of  old 
Roman  magnificence  in  this  ifland. 
The  Antiquarian  fociety  has  pub- 
lifhed  plates  of  feveral  ;  as  the 
Royal  fociety,  before  them,  gave 
an  account  of  others,  in  fome  of 
their  firft  volumes. 

The  diameter  of  the  fquare  tef- 
fellae  *  of  a  pavement  in  Suffex, 
we  are  told  by  Dr.  Tabor,  was 
about  -5%  of  an  inch.  I  fuppofe 
the  diagonal  was  intended,  fince  we 
are  informed  immediately  after, 
that  the  longeft  fide  of  thofe  that 
were  oblong  at  the  head,  little  ex- 
ceeded  an  inchf.  If  iht  diagonal 
of  the  fquare  teflells  was  meant, 
then  ih^  fdes  of  the  fquare  mufl:  be 
in  courfe  about  of  an  inch  ; 
and  if  of  an  inch,  then  loo 
teffellce  would  cover  nine  fquare 
inches,  and  confequently  eleven 
teffellse  would  nearly  cover  one 
inch  fquare. 

But  the  moderns  have  greatly  im¬ 
proved  the  art  of  making  Mofaic 
Work.  They  form  piclures,  it 
feems,  for  altar-pieces  moll  amaz¬ 
ingly'  fine.  I  do  not  know  any 
author  that  has  defcribed  this  fort 
of  work  more  minutely,  or  has  car¬ 
ried  it  to  an  higher  degree  of  per- 
fedion  than  Keyfler.  The  lub- 
flance  of  what  that  celebrated 
traveller  has  faid,  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  materials  ufed  by  the 
**  moderns  in  thefe  w'orks  are  fmall 


HISTORY.  105 

pieces  of  glafs,  of  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fhades  of  every  tint  or 
colour,  like  thofe  of  the  fine 
**  Englifh  worfted  ufed  in  needle- 
work.  The  glafs  is  firft  cad 
into  thin  cakes,  which  are  after- 
“  w'ards  cut  into  long  pieces  of 
“  different  thickneffes.  Many  of 
the  pieces  ufed  in  roofs,  or  ceil- 
ings,  which  are  confequently 
“  only  feen  at  a  great  diftance, 
**  appear  to  be  a  finger’s  breadth, 
“  but  the  more  elegant  pieces  coh- 
fill  of  glafs  pins  (if  that  term 
**  might  be  made  ufe  of)  not 
thicker  than  a  common  fewing 
“  needle,  fo  that  a  portrait  of  four 
feet  fquare  fhall  take  up 
“  millions  of  fuch  pins.” 

He  goes  on  to  inform  us,  that 
thefe  pins  are  fo  clofely  joined 
''  together,  being  fixed  in  a  fort 
of  pafte  which  he  defcribes, 
that  after  the  piece  is  poliihed, 
(which  is  done  in  the  fame  man- 
ner  as  looking-glaffes)  it  can 
“  hardly  be  difcerned  to  be  an  ar- 
“  rangement  of  an  infinite  number 
“  of  particles  of  glafs,  but  rather 
“  looks  like  a  pidture  painted  with 
the  fined  colours,  with  cryftal 

“  placed  before  it . That  it 

“  may  be  eafily  feen  how  much, 
“  this  curious  art  has  been  im- 
proved  during  the  two  lad  cen- 
“  turies,  by  comparing  fome  of 
‘‘  the  old  cupolas  of  the  chapels 
“  in  St.  Peter’s  church  t,  with  the 
“  other  pieces  lately  eredted  there. 
**  The  duds  in  the  old  works  are 
made  of  clay  burnt,  and  the 
furface  only  tindlured  with  va- 
“  rious  colours  ;  but  that  they 


*  This  word  means  the  little  pieces  of  done,  brick,  &c.  of  which  Molaid 
work  is  conipofed. 

f  Phil.  'Jt'ranf.  Abrid.  Vol.  5.  part  2.  ch,  2.  art,  22. 
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were  to  be  gradually  removed  j 
and  their  places  fupplied  by  the 
**  more  elegant  performances  of 
the  moderns.'’ 

Keyiler  adds,  that  a  piece  of 
lo  fquare  feet,  if  performed 
with  tolerable  care  and  delica- 
“  cy,  would  employ  eight  artifls 
the  fpace  of  two  years.”  Con- 
fequently  it  will  take  an  artift  a 
twelvemonth,  to  make  five  fquare 
feet  of  this  curious  kind  of  Mo- 
faic. 

Such  is  the  fubfiance  of  Keyfler’s 
account ;  let  us  now  compare  this 
very  great  improvement,  and  thefe 
high  exertions  of  human  genius  and 
indullry,  with  the  divine  Mofaic  of 
the  wing  of  a  butterfly. 

J.  took  a  piece  of  paper,  and  cut 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  fquare  out  of 
it,  as  exadtly  as  I  could.  I  after¬ 
wards  fafiened  this  fmall  fquare, 
with  pafie,  to  one  of  the  wings  of 
-peacock*  hutterjiy.  I  then 
cut  out  a  portion  of  the  wing  (it 
\vas  one  of  the  upper  ones)  as  near 
as  could  be  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
fquare,  by  cutting  clofe  to  the 
edge  of  the  paper  to  which  it  was 
faftened.  1  told  in  this,  by  the 
help  of  the  third  magnifier  of  an 
opaque  microfcope,  70  rows  of 
icaies,  and  about  90  fcales  in  a 
row,  I  found,  conl'equently,  that 
there  w'ere  6200  fcales  on  one  fide 
of  this  fmall  portion  of  the  crea¬ 
ture’s  wdng  :  for  70  q-  90  =  6300. 
To  be  more  fure,  I  afterwards  took 
a  piece  of  paper  of  a  confiderable 
iize,  on  which  I  drew  lines,  nearly 
dividing  it  into  fmall  fquares,  and 
applying  the  piece  of  the  wing, 
thus  fartened  to  the  firfi-mentioned 
fmall  paper  fquare,  to  the  large 

*  So  called  from  its  having  an  eye, 
fi'mHling  thofe  in  the  tail  of  a  peacock. 
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paper  divided  by '  thofe  lines,  at 
firfi:  gently,  and  afterwards  more 
forcibly,  I  told  the  fcales,  that  I 
found  kicking  to  the  large  paper 
from  time  to  time,  which  1  could 
pretty  eafily  do  by  the  help  of  a 
fmall  eye-glafs,  as  they  were  di¬ 
vided  into  fmall  parcels  by  the 
lines  I  had  drawn.  Upon  repeat¬ 
ing  this  operation  6  or  7  times,  I 
found  the  icaies,  that  were  detached 
from  the  piece  of  wing  to  be  about 
57s 2  in  number,  which  added  to 
thofe  that  were  left,  (for  feverai 
remained  after  rubbing  it  pretty 
hard,)  which  1  found  to  be  544  at 
leak,  make  6296,  and  comes  very 
near  the  number  found  by  telling 
the  rows  and  the  fcales  in  each 
row,  and  multiplying  them  to¬ 
gether. 

if  now  we  multiply  6296  by  16, 
the  number  of  fmall  fquares  con¬ 
tained  in  an  inch  fquare,  of  the 
fize  of  this  piece  of  the  wing,  the 
product  will  be  found  to  be  100736, 
which  will  be  the  number  of  fcales 
placed  on  a  fquare  inch  of  one 
fide  of  the  wing  of  this  kind  of 
butterfly. 

But  in  the  curious  Mofaic  pic¬ 
tures  which  Keyfler  deferibes,  there 
were  but  about  870  pins  in  an  inch 
fquare.  For  he  fays  a  pidlure  of 
four  feet  fquare  ^vill  take  up  tnjoo 
millions  of  pins.  Now  fuch  a  pic¬ 
ture  contains  16  fquare  feet,  and 
there  being  144  fquare  inches  in  a 
fquare  foot,  fuch  a  pidiure  contains 
2304  fquare  inches.  If  therefore 
we  divide  two  millions  (the  num¬ 
ber  of  pins  in  fuch  a  pidlure)  by 
2304,  the  number  of  fquare  inches 
in  it,  the  quotient  will  be  the 
number  of  pins  in  a  fquare  inch; 

in  each  of  Its  wings,  a  good  deal  re- 
The  iniecl  is  extremely  common. 


now 


2304 

thine  more :  if  therefore  we  fet 
the  number  of  glafs  pins  at  870, 
in  a  fquare  inch,  it  will  make  the 
I  number  in  the  whole  picture 
'  2.004.480,  which  is  4480  more 
than  Keyfler  fuppofed  would  be 
ufed  in  I'uch  a  picture  ;  but,  if  a 
few  more  fhould  be  wanted,  4480 
mull  be  thought  fufhcient. 

The  coarfenefs  of  fuch  a  pidlure 
compared  with  the  Mofaic  on  the 
wing  of  this  infedl,  is  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  1 15  at  leaft  to  one. 
Th  at  is,  fuch  a  pidlure  is  115 
times  coarfer  than  this  natural  Mo¬ 
faic.  In  truth,  almoft  116  times: 
for  100,736,  the  number  of  fcales 
in  a  fquare  inch,  divided  by  870, 
the  fuppofed  number  of  glafs  pins, 
gives  1 15  with  a  large  remainder. 

An  admired  pidure  then  of 
this  kind,  compared  with  this 
butterfly’s  wing,  is  proportionably 
much  coarfer,  than  a  teffellated 
pavement,  corapofed  of  pebbles, 
fmall  bricks,  or  pieces  of  marble, 

■  of  an  inch  fquare  at  the  top,  is 
coarfer  than  fuch  a  modern  pidure, 

:  one  of  the  higheil  produdions  of 
^  human  indullry  and  genius  :  for 
i  there  being,  as  I  oblerved  at  the 
I  beginning  of  this  account,  100 
I  fuch  tefl'ellas  in  9  fquare  inches, 

I  25.600  teffellse  would  be  required 
j  to  cover  the  2304.  fquare  inches 
i  of  a  pidure  four  feet  fquare.  But 
fuch  a  pavement  would  not  be  79 
times  coarfer  than  fuch  a  pidure 
whereas  the  pidure  is  above  115 
times  coarfer  than  the  Mofaic  of 
the  animal. 
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This,  however,  is  by  no  means 
placing  the  matter  in  fo  flrong  a 
point  of  light  as  it  deferves.  The 
wings  of  a  butterfly,  when  it  firfl: 
breaks  out  of  the  integument  of 
its  Aurelia  f  ttate,  are  much  fmal- 
ler  than  afterward.  It  is  true,  the 
wings  expand  themfelves,  and  even 
come  to  their  full  growth  in  a  few 
minutes  ;  but,  if  they  are  watched 
with  care,  they  will  be  found  to 
be  very  fmall  at  flrft,  yet  all  the 
teffellae  are  then  placed  in  them. 
Nay,  they  may  be  difcerned,  in 
fome  butterflies,  through  the  fuf- 
ficiently  tranfparent  integument, 
to  be  placed  in  due  order  fome 
days  before  their  quitting  the  Au¬ 
relia  ftate  ;  and  confequently,  they 
may  be  examined  then  with  the 
greatefl:  eafe,  by  opening  the  cafe 
in  which  they  are  inclofed,  and 
taking  them  out  of  it.  This  will 
flievv  that  they  poflefs  a  muck 
greater  fuperiority  ftill  in  point 
of  finenefs  of  nvorkmanjhip ^  to  the 
moll  celebrated  Mofaic  pidiires. 

To  make  this  examination  in. 
the  furefl;  and  eafleft  manner,  I  pur- 
fued  the  following  method.  By 
means  of  palte,  I  faflened  a  piece 
of  catgut,  extended  as  evenly  as  I 
could,  to  a  card,  in  which  I  had 
cut  an  hole  near  af  inches  long 
and  about  i|  wide.  This  catgut, 
I  found,  had  1792  melhes  in  a 
fquare  inch,  having  56  meflies  in 
the  length  of  an  inch  one  way, 
and  32  the  other  %.  Upon  mea- 
furing  an  upper  and  an  under  wing 
of  this  peacock  butterfly,  which 
was  pretty  large,  by  the  mefhes 
of  this  catgut,  as  carefully  as  I 
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For  is  equal  but  to  78  , 

25.000  25.000. 

■f  Aurelia  ftate  means  the  middle  ftate  between  the  creature’s  beinr  a 
caterpdlar  an  1  a  butterfly.  ^ 

t  For  56  X  32  or:  1792. 
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well  could,  I  found  the  furface  of 
one  fide  of  the  two  wings,  equal 
to  2396  melhes,  confequently  thofe 
of  both  fides  were  equal  to  4792, 
and  the  furfaces  of  all  four  wings 
(meafured  on  both  fides)were  equal 
to  9584  melhes,  equal  to  feme- 
what  more  than  five  fquare  inches 
and  one  third.  Confequently, 
there  were  on  the  four  wings  of 
this  butterfly  alone  above  S37»^5^ 
fcales,  fuppofing  the  fcales  of  all 
the  wings,  and  on  both  the  fides, 
were,  one  with  another,  equal  in 
bignefs  to  thofe  I  told* 

Applying  the  fame  meafuring  in- 
Jirument  to  the  upper  and  under 
wings  of  a  butterfly  of  this  fpe- 
cies,  taken  prematurely  out  of  its 
Aurelia  fiate,  but  with  its  tefiellje 
placed  in  due  order,  I  found  they 
took  up  no  more  than  259  melhes, 
this  number  multiplied  by  4  gives 
the  meafure  of  both  the  furfaces  of 
the  four  wings,  that  is  to  fay  1036 


melhes,  which  is  not  much  more 
than  half  a  fquare  inch*.  But  to 
be  more  exad,  9584  (the  number 
of  melhes  found  in  the  four  wings 
that  were  fully  expanded)  being 
divided  by  1036  (the  number  of 
melhes  found  in  the  diminutive 
wings  of  a  butterfly  of  this  fpe- 
cies,  taken  prematurely  out  of  its 
Aurelia  ftate)  gives  9I,  Confe¬ 
quently  the  Mofaic  of  this  lalf 
mull:  be  95  times  finer  than  that  of 
the  firft  j  and  a  fquare  inch  of  this 
finer  fort  mull  contain  931,808 
fcales,  whereas  a  fquare  inch  of  a 
full  grown  wing  contains  but 
100,736.  And,  if  the  Mofaic  of 
th  is  lafl:  butterfly  be  times  liner 
than  of  the  firft,  it  muft  be  above 
1063  times  finer  than  the  Mofaic 
of  the  boafted  piftures  of  modern 
Rome,  where  ingenuity,  animated 
by  zeal,  has  exerted  its  utmoft  ef* 
forts. 


The  following  Ihort  table  will  exhibit  the  difference  between  the 
feverai  particulars  I  have  been  mentioning,  at  one  view. 


The  SulTex  pavement,  — - 

A  modern  Roman  pjfture,  — 
The  wing  of  a  butterfly  expanded. 
Ditto  in  its  Aurelia  ftate,  -r- 

And,  however  dazzling  a  Ro¬ 
man  Mofaic  pidlure  may  be  to  the 
naked  eye,  1  doubt  not  but  the 
glafs  pins  would  appear  through  a 
microfeope,  to  be  ftuck  into  the 
pafte  in  a  wq?  rutfe  and  inartificial 
manner  ;  whereas  the  fcales  of  the 
butterfly  will  appear,  through  the 
beft  glaffes,  ranged  in  mofi  exqui- 
fite  order. 


II  fTeflellas 
870  J  in  one 
100.736  I  inch 
931.808  fquare. 

There  is  another  difference  be¬ 
tween  them,  which  ought  alfo  to 
be  remarked,  and  that  is,  that 
ends  only  of  thofe  minute  glafs 
pins  are  feen  in  the  Roman  pic¬ 
tures  ;  whereas  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  broadefi  furface  of  thofe  mi¬ 
nute  fcales  that  adorn  the  wing  of 
a  butterfly,  is  fpread  out  before 
the  eye  there,  a  good  deal  after 


contains  •< 


*  I  meafured  the  wings  of  two  others,  and  found  thofe  of  one  of  them  ra¬ 
ther  larger,  of  the  other  confiderably  lefs  ;  but  I  made  my  computation  from 
®ne  of  a  fize  between  them,  as  being  meft  unexceptionable. 

the 
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the  manner  in  which  the  fcales  of 
hfli  are  placed. 

How  different  too  the  manage¬ 
ments  of  an  earthly  artift  from 
thofe  of  the  Heavenly,  in  another 
refpe^l  !  The  firll  is  glad  to  take 
advantage  of  the  dijianceoi  a  cupola 
or  a  ceiling  from  the  eye,  and 
there  the  man  that  employs,  it  may 
be,  8  or  900  glafs  pins  to  cover 
an  inch  fquare  of  a  near  picture, 
employs  much  coarfer  materials; 
but  the  Creator  of  the  nvorld  ranges 
the  leffellae  of  the  wing  of  a  de- 
fpifed  infeSl  with  the  niceft  care, 
and  then  expands  the  wing  to  nine 
or  ten  times  its  former  hze,  that 
the  human  eye  may  better  take  in  the 
beauty  ^  though,  after  all,  thefe  fcales 
are  fo  minute,  as  to  appear  on  the 
fingers  like  the  fineft  duft. 

The  ladies  of  Great-Britain 
will  not  pretend  to  vye  with  the 
workmanfhip  of  the  Author  of 
Nature  :  how  far  they  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  endeavour  to  rival  the  Ro¬ 
man  artifts,  I  muft  not  pretend  to 
guefs,  I  have  feen  forae  beautiful 
pieces  of  bead-work,  made  in  the 
time  of  our  great  grandmothers, 
but  none  equal  to  the  Roman  pic¬ 
tures  as  to  the  fmallnefs  of  the  tef- 
fellie  made  ufe  of.  I  found  in  a 
piece  of  work  of  this  kind,  which 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  minutely 
examining,  that  the  glafs  beads 
were  of  different  fizes,  and  that  27 
of  the  fmalleh  of  them,  when 
clofely  ftrung,  extended  an  inch 
in  length,  and  that  14  of  them 
only,  when  I  meafured  over  them 
the  other  way,  made  an  inch  in 

Old  tapedry 

Bead  work 

Modern  needle-work, 

Roman  Mofaic,  — 
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length,  and  confequently,  that 
378  of  thefe  beads  would  cover 
an  inch  fquare  *,  in  this  curious 
kind  of  work,  confequently,  the  fi¬ 
ned:  part  of  it  was  confiderably 
more  than  twice  as  coarfe  as  the 
modern  Mofaics  f . 

If  from  the  bead-work  of  ancien  t 
times  we  turn  to  their  tapeftry,  we 
perhaps  Ihall  get  no  advantage.  In 
a  piece  of  old  tapeftry,  at  leaft, 
that  I  examined,  there  were  only 
21  ftitches  in  the  length  of  an 
inch  one  way,  and  13  the  other  j 
confequently  only  273  ftitches  in  a 
fquare  inch,  which  is  confiderably 
above  three  times  coarfer  than  the 
modern  Mofaic  work. 

Part  of  a  piece  of  modern 
needle-work,  which  I  examined  on 
this  occadon,  came  much  nearer 
than  the  old  tapeftry.  It  was  an 
eafy  chair,  wrought  partly  with 
what  they  call  crofs-ftiteh,  and 
partly  with  tent-ftitch :  in  that 
part  which  was  wrought  with  the 
fmalleft  ftitches,  I  found  no  more 
than  484  ftitches  in  an  inch  fquare, 
and  confequently,  minute  as  they 
appeared,  the  work  was  almoft  as 
coarfe  again  as  the  Roman  Mofaic 
pidures. 

However,  I  doubt  not  but  that 
fome  of  our  Bricidi  Female  produc¬ 
tions  equal  the  elegant  minutenefs 
of  the  Mofaic  artifts  at  Rome, 
though  unfortunately  I  have  not 
obferved  them. 

The  adding  a  table  relating  to 
thefe  laft-mentioned  matters,  fi- 
milar  to  that  before  given,  per¬ 
haps  may  not  be  difagreeable. 


f273  ftitches 
378  beads  ■(.•n  an  inck 
j  484  ftitches  I  iquare. 
1^870  tedells  J 

870  1 14  r 

f  r  producing  2  - for  Che  quotient. 

378  73^ 


*  Fur  27  X  14=  378. 
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On  the  Air  Proper  eft  for  perfons  la» 
bouring  under  ConfumptionS)  or 
chronic  Difeafes  of  the  Lungs,  ac^ 
€ording  to  the  Jenjeral  Seafons  of 
the  Tear, .  particularly  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  London  ;  nsjith 
€t  Word  or  t’voo  upon  the  Ufe  and 
Abufe  of  Exercife,  Milk,  and  Spi* 
rits,  as  an  Addition  to  Milk,  in 
the  fame  Complaints  5  f  extraSled 
from  an  Add  refs  of  Dr,  Fother- 
gill’j  to  the  Medical  Society. 
From  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries,  cAc* 

CHANGE  of  air  is  of  much 
confequence  in  all  chronic 
difeafes  of  the  lungs,  fometimes 
even  from  good  to  bad.  It  is  not 
feldom  that  we  fee  afthmatic  per¬ 
fons  breathe  more  freely  in  the 
damped  confined  parts  of  this  me¬ 
tropolis  than  in  the  country,  at 
lead  I  have  met  with  many  fuch 
andances.  In  confumptive  cafes, 
however,  the  air  of  all  large  ci¬ 
ties  is  found  by  experience  to  be 
particularly  injurious.  Whence 
this  arifes,  is  in  this  place  unne- 
ceflary  to  explain  ;  the  fadl  is  in- 
difputable.  When  the  phyfician 
advifes  his  patient  to  a  change  of 
air,  to  point  out  the  mod  proper 
change  becomes  an  important  ob- 

jea. 


In  the  neighbourhood  of  mod 
great  towns  of  England,  as  well  as 
London,  there  are  places  which 
have  acquired  a  reputation  amongd 
the  inhabitants  for  the  peculiar 
healthinefs  of  their  iituation,  I 
will  fuppofe  thefe  dtuations  are 
well  chofen  ;  that  the  foil  is  dry  ; 
no  dagnant  waters  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood;  properly  ventilated,  yet 
not  expofed  to  the  keen  north- ead 
winds ;  where  it  will  be  eafy  to 
find  fheltered  walks,  and  every  in¬ 
vitation  to  be  abroad  in  fit  wea¬ 
ther,  without  hazard  from  wet  and 
cold,  Such,  I  believe,  from  the 
few  places  I  know  of  this  kind, 
are  thofe  felefted  for  the  retreat  of 
confumptive  patients,  in  the  vici¬ 
nage  of  large  towns  and  cities. 
And  here  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  take  a  genera!  view  of  fuch  as 
are  recommended  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London. 

The  town  is  furrounded  almod, 
by  a  ridge  of  eminences,  inclofing 
beiides  the  city,  a  low  plain  to  the 
wedward,  of  confiderable  extent  ; 
on  the  north,  Highgate,  Hamp- 
dead,  and  Kenfington  Gravel- 
pits  5  on  tie  South-ead,  Black- 
heath,  Clapham,  and  Putney. 
The  fummits  of  thefe  may  be  cal¬ 
led,  comparatively,  high  ground, 
and  are  very  much  expofed  to  the 

fliarp 


Ill 
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ftiarp  north  -  ealt  and  eafterly 
winds. 

To  direft  our  patients  to  any  of 
thefe  places,  early  in  the  fpring, 
whilll  thel'e  winds  are  for  the  moft 
part  as  llationary  as  the  trade 
winds.  Teems  to  be  expoling  them 
too  much  to  an  air  that  is  very  un¬ 
friendly  to  fuch  complaints. 

The  vales,  efpecially  to  the 
fouth-eaft  and  well:  of  London,  as 
Camberwell,  Peckham,  the  lower 
parts  of  Clapham,  the  drier  parts 
of  Lambeth  and  BatterTea,  Ful¬ 
ham,  Chelfea,  Brumpton,  and 
Kenfington,  and  other  (heltered, 
dry  places  about  the  town,  would 
in  the  fpring  undoubtedly  be  the 
moft  proper. 

As  the  more  temperate  feafon 
advances,  higher  fituations  may  be 
allowed  ;  and  it  would  Teem  as  im¬ 
proper  to  fend  a  confumptive  pa¬ 
tient  in  fummer  to  the  low  marfhy 
grounds  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  amongft  the  gardeners 
grounds  at  Batterfea,  or  at  Ful¬ 
ham,  abounding  with  the  moll  pu¬ 
trid  exhalations  of  manure  and 
corrupting  vegetables,  as  it  would 
be  to  order  them  in  winter  to  the 
top  of  Highgate  and  Hampftead 
hill,  or  the  bleaker  air  of  Black- 
heath.  Iflingtcn,  the  general  re¬ 
fuge  of  the  city,  would  be  lefs  ex¬ 
ceptionable,  was  it  not  quite  open 
to  the  keenell  north-eaft  winds  in 
the  fpring  ;  and  in  fummer  to  the 
fmoke  of  the  city,  driven  upon  it 
by  the  foutherly  winds. 

Nor  is  it  a  matter  perfetflly  in¬ 
different  whether  we  fend  our  pa¬ 
tients  to  the  villages  at  the  eafl 
or  well  end  of  this  metropolis  ; 
the  fouth  or  the  north.  The  town 
itfelf  is  covered  almoll  conti¬ 
nually  with  an  atmofphere  of 
fmoke j  embodied  with  other  ex- 
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balationsj  fo  afs  to  forM  a  cloudy 
more  or  lefs  deinfe,  which  is  vili- 
bie  at  a  great  dift'aftce. 

This  vail  body  of  fmoke  is  feea 
to  extend  for  feveral  miles  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  city  and  its  fub- 
urbs,  and  is  driven  by  the  winds 
that  prevail  in  the  feveral  feafons, 
according  to  their  direftion  ;  in 
the  fummer  feafon,  for  inllance* 
whilll  the  foutherly  winds  prevail, 
this  denfe  body  is  driven  to  the 
north  and  north-eall  parts  of  the 
environs,  and  covers  the  herbage, 
the  trees,  and  every  thing,  both 
living  and  dead,  with  black  pene¬ 
trating  foot.  In  the  winter  and 
fpring,  while  the  northerly  winds 
prevail,  the  oppofite  villages  on 
the  fouth-well  and  well  lide  of 
London  receive  this  thick  atmo¬ 
fphere  ;  but  with  this  moll  re¬ 
markable  difference;  the  winter 
winds  palTing  through  this  warmed 
atmofphere,  lofe  no  fmall  part  of 
their  rigorous  effects ;  they  arc 
foftened  by  it,  and  are  proportion- 
ably  lefs  injurious  to  animals,  and 
even  to  plants ;  for  vegetation  is 
much  earlier  in  general  to  the 
fouth  and  fouth-well  of  London, 
than  on  the  oppolite  extremities. 

I  have  feen  the  double-bloffom- 
ed  almond  tree  in  bloom  at  Chelfea, 
fooner  by  twelve  days  at  leall  than 
any  where  to' the  north  or  eallward 
of  the  town  in  fimilar  fituations.  It 
feems  therefore  neceffary  to  con/i- 
der  the  feafon  and  ficuation  before 
we  iix  the  abode  df  confumptive 
patients,  to  whom  it  is  not  merely 
fufficienl  to  advife  them  to  go  into 
the  country  ;  they  mull  be  allilled 
alfo  to  determine  upon  a  proper 
place,  and  proper  condu(5l  whilll 
they  are  there.  They  mull  have 
had  but  little  experience,  who  are 
not  perfectly  fatished,  how  little 
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ought  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion 
ef  the  ficki  in  inoft  difeafes ;  to 
the  confumptive  efpecially,  in  re- 
fpeft  to  their  condudt.  1  have 
known  divers  inflances  of  perfons 
who  have  gone  into  the  country, 
in  confequence  of  their  phyficians 
advice  in  fuch  cafes,  and  have  had 
ib  little  difcretion,  as  to  ileep  with 
the  windows  of  their  chambers 
piirpofely  left  open,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  air,  in  the  moll:  inclement 
part  of  the  fpring.  The  confe¬ 
quence  was,  that  in  a  few  nights, 
the  malady  was  increafed  beyond 
the  power  of  art  to  relieve  it. 
A  phyfician,  therefore,  mull  de- 
fcend  to  the  minuted  particulars  in 
Jiis  diredions. 

If  an  attention  to  circumdances 
like  thefe  is  necelTary,  to  enable 
us  to  determine  upon  the  choice 
of  a  proper  refidence  in  our  own 
neighbourhood,  how  much  greater 
mud  be  our  difficulty,  when  we 
propofe  to  them  a  migration  to 
the  continent  of  Europe  ? 

But  before  I  enter  upon  this  fub- 
jed,  it  mav  not  be  improper  to 
fugged  fome  hints,  relative  to  the 
different  parts  of  our  own  country. 

Bridol  will  naturally  claim  our 
attention,  in  the  fird  indance, 
when  change  of  air  is  recommend¬ 
ed,  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  place  there  are  two  great  ad¬ 
vantages,  the  water  and  a  good 
air. 

But  if,  from  any  particular  dlf- 
like,  or  other  more  fubdantial  rea- 
fon,  this  is  not  complied  with, 
perhaps  a  journey  would  be  much 
more  advantageous  than  a  fixed 
refidence  in  any  fpot,  however 
healthy.  I  diall  only  add,  that  a 
journey  is  always  preferable  to  an 
equal  number  of  miles  rode  over 


in  one  and  the  fame  trad  of 
country. 

In  the  fpring  this  journey  Ihould 
be  to  the  fouthward  ;  to  the  wedern 
counties;  or  the  fea-coads and 
in  the  fummer,  to  the  northward, 
or  to  Wales  ;-^the  cooler  parts  of 
Great-Britain  -Buxton  or  Mat- 
lock,  or  where  any  fimilar  water 
is  to  be  met  with,  feems  advife- 
able.  To  meet  the  advancing 
fpring,  to  return  from  the  ap¬ 
proaching  winter,  and  by  thefe 
means  to  avoid  the  feverity  of 
cold,  fo  injurious  to  tender  breads, 
is  the  evident  rule  of  condud  in 
fuch  cafes.  If  it  requires  fome 
confideration,  a  knowledge  of 
places  in  detail  in  this  country,^ 
nay,  even  in  the  environs  of  Lon¬ 
don,  to  determine  with  propriety 
on  the  choice  of  places  for  the 
retreat  of  invalids,  what  mud  be 
our  difficulty  when  called  upon  to 
fix  the  route  and  refidence  of  a 
confumptive  patient,  who  feeks  ant 
afylum  on  the  continent  ? 

And  here  I  cannot  but  lament 
the  want  of  an  inditution,  v/hich, 
at  no  great  national  expence, 
might  be  attended  with  vad  na¬ 
tional  advantages.  Was  a  phyfi¬ 
cian,  or  fome  medical  perfon  to 
be  placed  in  the  fuite  of  every 
Britidi  ambadador,  envoy,  or  re- 
fident,  we  fhould  foon  be  inform¬ 
ed,  and  with  fome  degree  of  cer¬ 
tainty,  of  the  proper  places  to 
which  we  might  fend  our  pa¬ 
tients  with  the  greated  profpedl  of 
fuccefs.  Neither  the  partial  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  patients  who  have  re¬ 
dded  at  different  places,  nor  the 
tranfient  vifits  of  the  mod  obfer- 
ving  travellers,  nor  even  the  obfer- 
vations  of  ingenious,  fenfible  phy¬ 
ficians  themfeives,  without  a  longer 

refidence 
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refidence  in  the  place  than  falls  to  tuation  ;  that  it  may  be  dry,  near 
the  lot  of  inoft  oi  them,  can  en-  no  ftagnant  water,  not  environed 
able  us  to  judge  with  accuracy  of  with  thick  woods,  where  the  wa- 
their  comparative  advantages.  ter  is  good,  and  the  air  free,  but 

The  fouth  of  France,  Italy,  not  llormy  and  impetuous. 

Portugal,  I  mention  them  in  the  To  thofe  who  objedl  to  the  con- 
order  they  are  uiually  propofed  to  tinent,  a  trial  of  the  weiiern  coun- 
us,  are  the  places  of  general  re-  ties  of  England  may  be  properly 
fort.  recommended  :  Should  it  not  prove 

Wherever  the  winter  is  fhortell,  falutary,  the  palTage  by  fea  to  Lif- 
the  lead  fevere,  and  the  lead  bon  from  thence  is,  for  the  mod  / 
changeable,  every  thing  elfe  being  part,  both  fafe  and  fhert.  Even 
alike,  is  the  mod  advifeabie.  To  fea-ficknefs  is  often  beneficial  to 
which  may  be  added  likewife,  the  the  confumptive,  as  well  as  the 
place  of  the  mod  eafy  accefs.  fea  air.  Impaired  digedion,  and, 
'i'hus,  for  indance,  Portugal  by  not  feldom,  a  redundancy  of  bile 
fome  would  be  drongly  objedied  attend  thefe  cafes  ;  and  perhaps 
to,  on  account  of  the  fea-voyage  ;  repeated  mild  emetics,  fufficient^  ^  ' 
whild  others,  perhaps,  would  chufe  to  cleanfe  the  fird  pafiages,  would 
it  for  the  fake  of  this  eafy  con-  often  be  of  ufe. 
veyance.  But  if  there  be  jud  rea-  One  great  misfortune  attending 
fon  to  give  one  place  in  the  neigh-  thefe  migrations,  whether  from 
bourhood  of  London,  and  within  London  or  other  great  cities,  into 
the  compafs  of  a  very  few  miles,  the  neighbouring  country,  or  to 
the  preference  to  ano  her,  the  dif-  Bridol  and  other  places  in  this 
ficulty  o-f  giving  advice  in  this  kingdom,  or  to  the  continent,  is 
cafe,  with  the  precifion  we  could  that,  for  the  moll  part,  they  are 
widi,  is  too  apparent,  and  it  mud  undertaken  too  late,  both  ®in  re¬ 
remain  fo,  till  further  obfervations  fpedl  to  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
enable  us^to  form  a  better  judg-  and  the  feafon. 
ment  on  this  fubjeft.  Indead  of  removing  at  a  time 

Of  all  the  places  we  are  ac-  when  a  change  of  air  and  its  con- 
quainted  with,  perhaps  the  ifland  fequences  might  prevent  the  mod 
of  Madeira  enjoys  the  mod  equal  ferious  evils,  they  are  in  hade  to 
temperature  ;  but  the  voyage,  and  quit  their  country,  when  perhaps 
other  circumdances  attending  it,  neither  this  can  be  beneficial,  nor 
afford  very  formidable  objedlions.  is  the  feafon  for  a  journey  a  proper 
Nice  has  of  late  been  the  ge-  one. 
neral  retreat  of  the  Englidi  con-  It  feems  too  often  to  be  the  fate 
fumptive  patients.  .  Some  places  of  confumptive  patients,  to  do 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marfeil-  that  lad,  which  they  ought  to  have 
les  are  alfo  well  fpoken  of.  The  done  fird;  and  by  this  prepoderous 
neighbourhood  of  Naples  in  Italy  conduct,  diorten  their  own  lives, 
is  alfo  much  commended  ;  and  in  and  afflicl  all  who  have  any  regard 
Portugal,  the  vicinage  of  Lifbon  for  them.  It  happens  not  feldom 
and  Cintra,  a  pleafant  fpot,  not  that  when  their  phyficians  and 
far  from  that  capital.  In  all  thefe  their  friends  have  in  vain  urged 
places  regard  diould  be  had  10  d-  their  depature  at  the  proper  feafon, 
VoL,  XIX.  I  they 
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they  have  refolved  to  fet  out  on 
the  moft 'fatiguing  journies  in  the 
depth  6f  winter;  by  which  they 
'  arc  expofed  to  every  kind  of  in- 
conveniency  and  hardfhip  ;  if  they 
cfcape  with  life,  they  aggravate 
their  difeafes,  and  too  frequently 
die  in  the  journey,  martyrs  to  their 
'  own  indifcreiion. 

The  benefit  of  exercife  in  this 
diftemper  has  been  ftrongly  urged 
by  many  writers ;  as  it  has  been 
treated  of  fo  pertinently  by  Dr. 
Dickfon,  one  of  your  colleagues, 
I  lhall  fay  little  more  on  the  fub- 
je£l  It  is  however  evident,  that 
this  great  auxiliary  may  be  abufed, 
and  that  confumptive  patients  may 
life  it  improperly.  They  ride  out 
-  when  they  ought  not,  and  increafe 
their  difeafe  through  indifcretion. 
Moderate  journies,  in  temperate 
leafons,  and  as  much  as  may  be 
cn  horfeback,  are  of  excellent  ufe 
in  confumptive  cafes,  obferving,  at 
the  fame  time,  exadl  temperance, 
both  in  refpedl  to  diet  and  liquors. 
To  ride  out  early  in  the  fpring,  in 
very  fharp,  or  in  damp,  cold,  and 
foggy  weather,  and  at  unfeafon- 
able  hours,  as,  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  or  late  at  night,  is  moft  cer¬ 
tainly  prejudical. 

Hitherto  no  mention  has  been 
made  of  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  a 
milk  diet  in  this  diftemper.-  It 
may,  however,  be  remarked,  that 
there  ate  conftitutions  in  which 
this  moft  excellent  nutriment  feems 
to  difagree ;  a  pronenefs  to  ge¬ 
nerate  bile,  or  too  ftrong  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  acefccncy  from  weak  or¬ 
gans  of  digeftion,  both  require 
the  phyfician^s  attention.  Whey, 
cither  from  cows  or  goats  milk, 
would  probably  agree  beft  with 


the  former ;  and  lime-water,  ad » 
ded  to  the  milk,  would  counter® 
ad  acidity. 

There  is  one  ufual  addition 
made  to  milk,  which  I  think  Ihould 
either  be  totally  profcribed,  or  the 
moft  exprefs  diredions  given  con¬ 
cerning  it.  I  mean  the  common 
addition  of  rum  or  brandy  to  afies 
or  cows  milk.  Thefe  have  done 
more  mifehief  to  confumptive  pa¬ 
tients  than  any  but  phyficianjs 
can  conceive.  Thefe  additions  are 
moftly  committed  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  fervants  ;  thefe,  for  the 
moft  part,  think  every  thing  of 
this  nature  cordial,  an  idea  they 
annex  to  growing  ftrorrg ;  and 
therefore  too  often  give  liberal 
dofes.  Ardent  fpirits  not  only 
heat  but  coagulate  milk,  added 
beyond  a  certain  quantity.  By 
which  means  the  milk  difagrees, 
and  the  fpirit  aguments  the  dif- 
eafe. 


^  Relation  of  feme  of  the  JtmpU, 
though  mojl  ejicacious  Means,  by 
nuhich  Captain  James  Cook, 
under  the  Divine  Fa^vour,  prt- 
fern^ed  himjelf  and  his  Ship^i 
Company  y  in  all  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  Men*  in  his  laf  Voyage 
round  the  nsjorld,  in  his  Majejly's 
Skip  the  Refolution  ;  a  Voyage  of 
three  Tears  and  eighteen  Days,  and 
throughout  all  the  Climates,  from 
ffty-tnuo  Degrees  North,  to Jenjenty- 
one  South  ;  atsith  the  Lofs  of  only 
one  Man  by  Dijeafe,  and  that 
jufly  fuppofed  to  ha^e  begitn  be^ 
fore  the  Ship  failed ;  in  a  Leitet 
from  the  Captain  to  Sir  John 
Pringle,  Bart*  Prejident  of  the 
Royal  Society,  &c. 


*  $ec  Medical  Obfenrations,  vol.  iv,  p. 
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Mife-end,  March  5,  1776, 

SIR, 

S  many  gentlemen  have  cx- 
preffed  fome  furprize  at  the 
uncommon  good  ftate  of  health 
which  the  crew  of  the  Refolution^ 
under  my  command,  experienced 
during  her  late  voyage  ;  I  take  the 
liberty  to  communicate  to  you  the 
methods  that  were  taken  to  obtain 
that  end.  Much  was  owing  to 
the  extraordinary  attention  given 
by  the  Admiralty,  in  caufing  fuch 
articles  to  be  put  on  board,  as  ei¬ 
ther  by  experience  or  conjefture 
were  judged  to  tend  moft  to  pre- 
ferve  the  health  of  feamen.  I 
lhall  not  trefpafs  upon  your  time 
in  mentioning  all  thofe  articles, 
but  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  as  were 
found  the  moll  ufeful. 

We  had  on  board  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  malt,  of  which  was  made 
fweet-wort,  and  given  (not  only 
to  thofe  men  who  had  manifeft 
fymptons  of  the  feurvy,  but  to 
fuch  alfo  as  were,  from  circum- 
llances,  judged  to  be  moll  liable  to 
that  diforder)  from  one  to  two  or 
three  pints  in  the  day  to  each  man, 
or  in  fuch  proportion  as  the  fur- 
geon  thought  necelTary ;  which 
fometimes  amounted  to  three  quarts 
in  the  twenty-four  hours.  This  is 
without  doubt  one  of  the  bell  anti- 
fcorbutic  fea-medicines  yet  found 
out  ;  and  if  given  in  time  will, 
with  proper  attention  to  other 
things,  I  am  perfuaded,  prevent 
the  feurvy  from  making  any  great 
progrefs  for  a  confiderable  time  : 
but"l  am  not  altogether  of  opinion, 
that  it  will  cure  it  in  an  advanced 
ftate  at  fea. 

Sour-krout,  of  which  we  had 
alfo  a  large  provifion,  is  not  only 
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a  wholefome  vegetable  food,  but, 
in  my  judgment,  highly  antifeor- 
butic,  and  fpoils  not  by  keeping. 
A  pound  of  it  was  ferved  to  each 
man,  when  at  fea,  twice  a  week, 
or  oftener  when  it  was  thought  ne- 
ceffary. 

Portable  foup,  or  broth,  was  an¬ 
other  elTential  article,  of  which  we 
had  likewife  a  liberal  fupply.  An 
ounce  of  this  to  each  man,  or  fuch 
other  proportion  as  was  thought 
necelTary,  was  boiled  with  their 
peafe  three  days  in  the  week ;  and 
when  we  were  in  places  where 
frelh  vegetables  could  be  procur¬ 
ed,  it  was  boiled,  with  them  and 
with  wheat  or  oatmeal,  every 
morning  for  breakfall,  and  alfo 
with  dried  peafe  and  frelh  vege¬ 
tables  for  dinner.  It  enabled  us 
to  make  feveral  nourilhing  and 
wholefome  melTes,  and  was  the 
means  of  making  the  people  eat  a 
greater  quantity  of  greens  than 
they  would  have  done  otherwife. 

Further,  we  were  provided  with 
rob  of  lemons  and  oranges ; 
which  the  furgeon  found  ufeful  in 
feveral  cafes. 

Amongll  other  articles  of  vi£lu- 
alling  we  were  furnilhed  with  fugar 
in  the  room  of  oil,  and  with  wheat 
inllead  of  much  oatmeal,  and  were: 
certainly  gainers  by  the  exchange* 
Sugar,  I  imagine,  is  a  very  good 
antifeorbutic ;  whereas  oil,  fuch  at 
leall  as  is  ufually  given  to  the 
navy,  I  apprehend  has  the  con¬ 
trary  elFeft.  But  the  introdu6lion 
of  the  moll  falutary  articles,  either 
as  provifion  or  medicines,  will 
generally  prove  unfuccefsful,  un- 
lefs  fupported  by  certain  rules  of 
living. 

On  this  principle,  many  year^ 
experience,  together  with  forae 
hints  I  had  from  Sir  Hugh  Fallifer, 
I  2  the 
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the  Captains  Campbell,  Wallis, 
and  ocher  intelligent  officers, 
enabled  me  to  lay  down  a  plan 
whereby  all  was  to  be  condutled. 
The  crew  were  at  three  watches, 
except  upon  Tome  extraordinary 
occalions.  By  this  means  they 
were  not  fo  much  expofed  to  the 
weather  as  if  they  had  been  at 
watch  and  watch  ;  and  they  had 
generally  dry  deaths  to  ffiifc  them- 
lelves  when  they  happened  to  get 
wet.  Care  was  alfo  taken  to  ex- 
pofe  them  as  little  as  poffible. 
Proper  methods  were  employed  to 
keep  their  perfons,  hammocks, 
bedding,  cloachs,  &c.  conliantly 
clean  and  dry.  Equal  pains  were 
taken  to  keep  the  Ihip  dean  and 
dry  between  decks.  Once  or 
twice  a  week  Ihe  was  aired  with 
£res ;  and  when  this  could  not  be 
done,  file  was  fmoaked  with  gun¬ 
powder  moifiened  with  vinegar  or 
water.  I  had  alfo  frequently  a  hre 
made  in  an  iron  pot  at  the  bottom 
of  the  well,  which  greatly  puri- 
iied  the  air  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  fhip.  To  this  and  cleaniinefs, 
as  well  in  the  Ihip  as  amongil  the 
people,  too  great  attention  cannot 
be  paid  ;  the  lealt  neg'eft  occa- 
fions  a  putrid  offenfive  fmell  be¬ 
low,  which  nothing  but  hres  will 
remove  ;  and  if  thefe  be  not  ufed 
in  time,  ihofe  fmelis  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  bad  conTequeffices. 
Proper  care  was  taken  of  the  ffilp’s 
coppers,  fo  that  they  were^kfpt 
conftantiy  clean.  The  fat,  which 
boiled  out  of  the  fait  beef  and 
pork,  1  never  fuffered  to  be  given 
to  the  people,  as  is  cudomary  ; 
being  of  opinion  that  it  promotes 
the  feurvy.  i  never  failed  to  take 
in  water  wherever  it  was  to  be  pro¬ 
cured,  even  when  we  did  not  fee m 
to  want  it  ;dbecaufe  I  look  upon 
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freffi  water  from  the  (here  to  be 
much  more  wholelome  than  that 
which  has  been  kept  for  feme 
time  on  board.  Of  this  eflential 
article  we  were  never  at  an  allow¬ 
ance,  but  had  always  abundance 
for  every  neceffary  purpofe.  I  am 
convinced  that  with  plenty  of  freih 
water,  and  a  clofe  attention  to 
cleaniinefs,  a  fhip’s  company  will 
feldoni  be  much  afflicted  v^ith  the 
feurvy,  though  they  ffiould  not  be 
provided  with  any  of  the  antifeor- 
butics  before  -  mentioned.  We 
came  to  few  places  where  either 
the  art  of  man  or  nature  did  not 
afford  fome  iort  of  refrelhment  or 
other,  either  of  the  animal  or  ve¬ 
getable  kind.  It  was  iny  hrfl;  care 
to  procure  what  could  be  met  with 
of  either  by  every  means  in  my 
power,  and  to  oblige  our  people  to 
make  ufe  thereof,  both  by  my 
example  and  authority  ;  but  the 
benefits  arifing  from  fuch  refreffi- 
ments  foon  became  fo  obvious, 
that  I  had  little  occafion  to  employ 
either  the  one  or  the  other. 

Thefe,  Sir,  were  the  methods, 
under  the  care  of  providence,  by 
which  the  Refolution  performed  a 
voyage  of  three  years  and  eighteen 
days,  through  all  the  climates 
from  52°  North  to  71°  South,  with 
the  lofs  of  one  man  only  by  dif- 
eaie,  and  who  died  of  a  compli¬ 
cated  and  lingering  illnefs,  with¬ 
out  any  mixture  of  feurvy.  Two 
p'ffiersvvere  unfortunately  drowned, 
and  one  killed  by  a  fall;  fo  that 
of  the  whole  number  with  which  I 
fet  out  from  England  1  iofl  only 
four. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

.  &c. 

Extrail  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 

Cock  to  Sir  John  Piingle,  Bart. 

dated 

% 


R  O  J 

Plymouth  Sound,  July  7, 

1776. 

r  ENTIRELY  agree  with  you, 
that  the  dearnel's  of  the  rob  of  le¬ 
mons  and  oranges  will  hinder  them 
from  being  furnilhed  in  large 
quantities,  but  T  do  not  think  this 
fo  necelTary  ;  for  though  they  may 
alii'd  other  things,  i  have  no  great 
opinion  of  them  alone.  Nor  have 
I  a  higher  opinion  of  vinegar  :  my 
people  had  it  very  fparingly  du¬ 
ring  the  late  voyage  ;  and  towards 
the  latter  part,  none  at  all  ;  and 
yet  we  experienced  no  ill  effedis 
from  the  want  of  it.  The  cuftom 
of  wafhing  the  infide  of  the  fliip 
with  vinegar  I  feldom  obferv'ed, 
thinking,  that  hre  and  fmoke  an- 
fwered  the  purpofe  much  better. 


Remarks  on  the  foregoing  Paper^ 
co>:laining  a  Summary  of  the  Dif- 
cevery  of  the  great  antifcorbuiic 
Virtues  of  Wort,  by  Dr.  Mac- 
bride  ;  n.vith  an  Application  of  the 
Principles ,  on  --ii  hich  iheje  Virtues 
nveie  firji  attributed  to  Wort,  to 
other  njcgetable  Preparations,  par¬ 
ticularly  a  rnojl  cheap  and  eafy 
PBe'Verage  ufed  njjith  a  na'zii'tg  Suc- 
cefs  by  the  Ruffians,  on  board  their 
Fleets  and  in  their  Jails,  lAc.  and 
to  a  fimilar  Mefs  adopted  nvith  the 
fame  Succefs  by  the  Captain  of  an 
Einglilh  Man  of  War.  From  Sir 
John  Pringle’j  Difeourfe  on  the 
Royal  Sodety’s  crowning  Captain 
Cook’s  Paper  with  Sir  Godfrey 
Copley’s  Medal. 

CAPTAIN  Cook  begins  his 
lift  of  ftores  with  malt :  “  Of 

♦  Maebride’s  Exp 
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**  this,”  he  fays,  was  made 
“  fweet-wort,  and  given  not  only 
“  to  thofe  men  who  had  manifeft 
**  fymptoms  of  the  feurvy,  but  to 
“  fuch  alfo  as  were  judged  to  be  the 
moft  liable  to  it.”  Dr.  Mac- 
bride,  who  firll  fuggefted  this  pre¬ 
paration,  was  led,  as  he  fays,  to  the 
difeovery  by  fome  experiments 
that  had  been  laid  before  this  So¬ 
ciety  ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  air  produced  by  alimentary 
fermentation  was  endowed  with  a 
power  of  corredling  putrefadion. 
The  faff  he  confirmed  by  numerous 
trials,  and  finding  this  fluid  to  be 
fixed  air,  he  juilly  concluded,  that 
whatever  fubftance  proper  for  food 
abounded  with  it,  and  which  could 
be  conveniently  carried  to  fea, 
would  make  one  of  the  beft  provi- 
fioms  againft  the  feurvy  ;  which  he 
then  confidered  as  a  putrid  difeafe, 
and  as  '  fuch  to  be  prevented  or 
cured  by  that  powerful  kind  of 
antifeptic*.  Beer,  for  inllance, 
hath  always  been  efteemed  one  of 
the  beft  antifcorbutics  ;  but  as  that 
derived  all  its  .fixed  air  from  the 
malt  of  which  it  is  made,  he  in¬ 
ferred,  that  malt  ilfelf  was  pre¬ 
ferable  in  long  voyages,  as  it  took 
up  lels  room  than  the  brewed  ii- 
quor,  and  would ;  .kp.ep  longer 
found.  Experience  hath  fince  ve¬ 
rified  this  ingenious  theory,  and 
the  malt  hath  now, gained  fo  much 
credit  in  the  navy,  that  there 
only  wanted  fo  long,  fo  healthful, 
and  fo  celebrated  a'Vbyrfge  as  this, 
to  rank  it  among  the  mofl;  indif- 
penfable  articles  of  provifion.  E'or 
though  Captain  Cook  remarks, 
that  ‘‘  a  proper  attention  to  otJier 
**  things  muft  be  joined,  and  that 
“  he  is  not  altogether  of  opinion, 

rimental  EfTays,  pajjim.% 

I  3  that 
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that  the  wort  will  be  able  to 
cure  the  feurvy  in  an  advanced 
**  ftate  at  fea  ;  yet  he  is  perfuaded, 
that  it  is  fufficient  to  prevent 
**  that  diftemper  from  making 
any  grear -progrefs,  for  a  con- 
fiderabie  time  and  therefore 
he  doth  not  hefitate  to  pronounce 
it  “  one  of  the  beft  antifeorbutic 
medicines  yet  found  out*/* 

This  falutary  gas^  or  Jixed  air, 
is  contained  more  or  lefs  in  all  fer¬ 
mentable  liquors,  and  begins  to 
oppofe  putrefadlion  as  foon  as  the 
working  or  inteiline  motion  com¬ 
mences. 

In  wine  it  abounds,  and  per¬ 
haps  no  vegetable  fubftance  is 
more  replete  with  it  than  the  fruit 
of  the  vine.  If  we  join  the  grate¬ 
ful  tafte  of  wine,  we  muft  rank  it 
firil  in  the  lift  of  antifeorbutic  li¬ 
quors.  Cyder  is  likewife  good, 
with  other  vinous  produdions  from 
fruit,  as  alfo  the  various  kinds  of 
beer.  It  hath  been  a  conftant  ob- 
fervation,  th^t  in  long  cruizes  or 
diftant  voyages,  the  feurvy  is  never 
feen  whilft  the  fmall-beer  holds 
put  at  a  full  allowance;  but  that 
when  it  is  all  expended,  the  dif- 
order  foon  appears.  It  were  there¬ 
fore  to  be  wiftied,  that  this  moft 
wholefome  beverage  could  be  re¬ 
newed  at  fea  5  but  our  ihips  afford 


not  fufficient  convenience.  The 
Ruffians  however  make  a  Ihift  to 
prepare  at  fea,  as  well  as  at  land, 
a  liquor  of  a  middle  quality  be¬ 
tween  wort  and  fmall-beer,  in  the 
following  manner.  They  take 
ground  malt  and  rye^'meal  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  proportion,  which  they  knead 
into  fmall  loaves,  and  bake  in  the 
oven.  Thefe  they  occafionally  infufe 
in  a  proper  quantity  of  warm  water, 
which  begins  fo  foon  to  ferment, 
that  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours  their  brewageis  compleated, 
in  the  production  of  a  fmall, 
brifk,  and  acidulous  liquor,  which 
theycallya«r,palatable  to  themfelves, 
and  not  difagreeable  to  the  tafte 
of  ftrangers.  The  late  Dr.  Mount- 
fey,  member  of  this  Society  f ,  who 
had  lived  long  in  Ruffia,  and  had 
been  Archiater  under  two  fucceffive 
fovereigns,  acquainted  me  that  the 
quas  was  the  common  and  whole- 
Ibme  drink  both  of  the  fleets  and 
armies  of  that  empire,  and  that 
it  was  particularly  good  againlt  the 
feurvy.  He  added,  that  happening 
to  be  at  Mofeow  when  he  perufed 
the  “  Obfervations  on  the  Jail- 
Fever,** ***  publifhed  here,  he  had  been 
induced  to  compare  what  he  read 
in  that  treatife  with  what  he  fhould 
fee  in  the  feveral  prifons  of  that 
large  city  ;  but  to  his  far  prize  ^ 


*  Having  been  favoured  with  a  fight  of  the  Medical  Journal  of  M>,  Pat¬ 
ton,  furgeon  to  the  Refoluiion,  I  read  the  folWwixig  palTage  It,  not  a  little 
ftrengthening  the  above  teftimony.  I  have  found  the  nvort  of  the  utmoft 
“  fervice  in  all  fcorbutic  ezi’es  during  the  voyage.  As  many  took  it  by  way 
of  prevention,  few  cafes  occurred  where  iLhad  a  fair  trial  ;  but  thefe,  how- 
“  ever,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  be  fufficient  to  convince  every  impartial  perfon, 
that  it  is  the  beft  remedy  hitherto  found  out  for  the  cure  of  the  fea-icurvy  s 
and  I  am  well  convinced,  from  what  I  have  feen  the  ^wort  perform,  and  from 

**  its  mode  of  operation,  that  if  aided  by  portable  foup,  four-krout,  fugar^ 
currants,  the  feurvy,  that  maritime  peftiience,  will  feldom  or 
never  make  its  alarming  appearance  among  a  /hip’s  crew,  on  the  longeft 
voyages,  proper  care  with  regard  to  cleanlinefs  and  provifions  being  ob- 

***  ferved/^  f  Tb*)  Royal  Society. 
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after  vifiting  them  all,  and  find¬ 
ing  them  full  of  malefaftors,  for 
the  late  emprefs  then  fufFered  none 
of  thofe  who  were  convidled  of 
capital  crimes  to  be  put  to  death, 
yet  he  could  difeover  no  fever 
among  them,  nor  learn  that  any 
acute  diflcmper  peculiar  to  jails 
had  ever  been  known  there. 
He  obferved  that  fome  of  thofe 
places  of  confinement  had  a  yard, 
into  which  the  prifoners  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  come  for  the  air;  but 
that  there  were  others  without 
this  advantage,  yet  not  fickly  :  fo 
that  he  could  allign  no  other  rea- 
fon  for  the  healthful  condition  of 
thofe  men  than  the  kind  of  diet 
they  ufed  ;  which  was  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  common  people 
of  the  country,  who  not  being  able 
to  purchafe  flefh-meat,  live  moftly 
on  rye-bread,  (the  moil  afeefeent  of 
any  bread)  and  drink  ^uas.  He 
concluded  with  faying,  that  upon 
his  return  to  Peterfburgh,  he  had 
made  the  fame  enquiry  there,  and 
with  the  fame  refult. 

Thus  far  my  informer:  from 
whofe  account  it  would  appear, 
that  the  rye-meal  afiiiled  both  in 
quickening  the  fermentation,  and 
adding  more  fixed  air ;  fince  the 
malt  alone  could  not  fo  readily 
produce  fo  acidulous  and  brilk  a 
liquor.  And  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  whenever  the  other  grains 
can  be  brought  to  a  proper  d  gree 
of  fermentation,  they  will  more 
or  lefs  in  the  fame  way  become 
ufcful.  That  oats  will,  I  am  fatisi- 
fied,  from  what  I  have  been  told 
by  one  of  the  intelligent  friends 
of  Captain  Cook.  This  gentle¬ 
man  being  on  a  cruize  in  a  large 
fllip  in  the  beginning  of  the 
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late  war,  and  the  feurvy  breaking 
out  among  his  crew,  he  bethought 
himfelf  of  a  kind  of  food,  he  had 
feen  ufed  in  fome  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  as  the  mod  proper  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  Some  oatmeal  is  put  into 
a  wooden  velTel,  hot  water  is  poured 
upon  it,  and  the  infufion  continues 
until  the  liquor  begins  to  tafte 
fourifh  ;  that  is,  till  a  fermentation 
comes  on,  which  in  a  place  mo¬ 
derately  warm  may  be  in  the  fpace 
of  two  days.  The  water  is  then 
poured  off  from  the  grounds,  and 
boiled  down  to  the  confidence  of  a 
jelly  f ,  This  he  ordered  to  be 
made,  and  dealt  out  in  medes, 
being  firft  fweetened  with  fugar, 
and  feafoned  with  fome  prize-wine 
he  had  taken,  which  though  turned 
four,  yet  improved  the  tade,  and 
made  this  aliment  no  lefs  palatable 
than  medicinal. 


Ohfern)ations  on  the  Method  of  bury-^ 
ing  the  Parijh  Poor  in  London, 
and  on  the  Manner  in  nvhich  fomt 
of  the  capital  Buildings  in  it  art 
conftru£ied  and  kepty  as  two  great 
Sources  of  the  extraordinary  Sick*  ' 
linefs  and  Mortality^  by  putrid 
FeuerSy  fo  fenfbly  felt  in  that 
Capital ;  with  Hints  for  the 
Corre^lion  of  thefe  EwU,  By 
a  Gentleman  who  fgns  himfelf 
Hygei  A. 

The  lead  attention  to  the 
mode  of  interment  in  this 
city,  particularly  of  the  bodies  of  the 
poor,  would  lead  one  to  confider 
it  as  a  principal  caufe  of  this  fpe« 
cies  of  difeafe.  In  fome  burying- 
grounds,  near  the  centre  of  this 
metropolis,  the  graves  or  pits  for 
the  reception  of  the  poor  are  made 


The  Edex,  a  feventy  gun  diip, 

*5*  This  rural  food,  in  the  North,  is  called  faoinSi 
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fufficiently  wide  to  contain  3  or  4 
wooden  coffins  a-breail,  and  deep 
enough  to  hold  twice  as  many  in 
depth  :  thefe  pits,  after  each  bu¬ 
rial,  are  covered  with  a  few  loofe 
boards  and  a  little  mould  to  hide 
the  coffin  from  common  view  ;  but 
they  are  never  filled  up  till  the 
whole  complement  of  corpfes  has 
been  interred.  When  this  is  done, 
a  fecond  grave  is  opened  upon  the 
fame  plan>  clofe  to  the  firft,  leaving 
the  fides  of  the  former  coffins  ilili 
expofed  ;  by  which  means  thefe 
wholefale  receptacles  of  the  dead 
become  fo  offenfive,  as  frequently 
to  oblige  the  miniilers,  and  others 
upon  funeral  duty,  to  hand  at  a 
confiderable  didance,  to  avoid  the 
flench  arifing  from  them.  Barely 
to  mention  the  exigence  of  a  nui- 
fance  of  this  kind,  is  fufficient  to 
fhock  .  every  man  of  refledion  and 
humanity  ;  and  the  teftimonies  of 
numerous  writers  confirm  the  in- 
falubrity  of  fuch  a  praftice*. 

As  much  as  poffible,  the  inter¬ 
ment  of  dead  bodies  in  large  cities 
fhould  be  prohibited  ;  and  the 
namerous  places  hitherto  appro¬ 


priated  to  that  ufe,  Ihould  be  con¬ 
verted  into  lawns,  walks,  gardens, 
fquares,  and  fuch  like  ufeful  and 
ornamental  objeds.  To  fupply  the 
defe(5l  of  burying-places  arifing 
from  this  change,  other  grounds 
fhoLild  be  chofen  at  proper  dillances 
and  on  the  north  fide  of  a  city,  as 
fouthern  winds  are  more  fultry,  and 
likely  to  convey  to  the  inhabitants 
any  noxious  exhalations,  the  diffu- 
fion  of  which,  it  is  well  known, 
northern  winds  tend  rather  to  check 
than  to  promote. 

Jf,  however,  the  pradlice  of  bury¬ 
ing  the  dead  within  the  city  be 
continued,  fome  regulation  ffiould 
be  adopted  to  prevent  its  perni¬ 
cious  effefis,  by  fixing  the  depth  of 
every  grave  at  five  feet  at  the  leaft, 
and  the  number  of  bodies  depofued 
in  each  to  two  at  the  mod,  and  in 
cafe  of  two  the  grave  fhouid  be 
made  one  foot  deeper;  but  on  no 
condition  whatever  Ihouid  anygrave 
be  left  open  after  the  interment  of 
a  corpfe. 

With  refpefl  to  vaults,  they 
Ihould  be  difcouraged  as  perpetual 
fources  of  putrid  exhalations  ;  and 


*  “  I  have  known  inftances  of  the  horpTta!  fever  beginning  in  a  ward  wdien 
there  was  no  other  caufe  but  one  of  the  men  having  a  mortihtd  lii-nW.” 

Pringle's  Difeafts  of  the  Ar^ny, 

Foreflus  fays,  he  was  an  eye  witnefs  to  a  plague  which  aroie  from  the  fame 
caufe.” 

He  llkewife  mentions  “  a  malignant  fever  wliich  broke  out  in  North  Hol¬ 
land,  occafioned  by  tlie  rotting  of  a  whale  that  had  been  left  upon  the  fhore.” 
In  a  French  treatife  Sur  la  Pelle,  mention  is  made  of  a  malignant  fever  af- 
fe£ling  the  crew  of  a  French  fhip,  upon  the  putretadlion  of  iome  cattle  they  had 
killed  in  the  ifland  of  Nevis,  in  the  Weft-Indies.” 

Diodorus  Siculus  mentions  “  the  putrid  fteams  arifing  from  the  bodies  of 
thofe  who  lay  unburied,  as  one  of  the  caufes  of  that  dreadful  diftemper  that 
broke  out  among  the  Carthaginians  at  the  fiege  of  Syracufe.” 

Pringle  mentions,  “  amongft  the  caufes  of  malignant  fevers,  burials  within 
the  towns,  and  the  bodies  not  laid  deep,” 

Difeafes  of  the  Army,  See  alfo  Screta  de  Feb.  Cajlror. 

Foreffus  mentions  a  plague  that  raged  at  Venice  in  his  time,  owing  to  the 
corruption  of  a  fmall  kind  of  fifli  in  that  part  of  the  Adriatic.” 

See  alfo  Mead^  Sir  John  Colbatcbt 

no 
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no  dead  body  fhould  be  permitted 
to  be  dcpofited  in  a  vault,  unlefs 
inclofed  in  a  leaden  coffin,  well 
foidered  down. 

From  the  increafeof  trade  in  this 
metropolis,  and  the  larger  and  more 
frequent  affiemblies  of  people  at 
public  markets,  coffee- houfes,  and 
other  places  of  bulinefsand  amufe- 
ment,  it  is  probable  that  many 
perfons  furtain  confiderable  injury 
in  their  health.  7’he  Royal-Ex¬ 
change  affords  a  ftriking  inttauce 
to  this  purpofe.  I'he  ’change 
hours,  a  few  years  ago,  feldom 
exceeded  two  o’clock,  and  now 
three  is  conlidcred  as  the  time  of 
high  change.  The  crouds  of  peo¬ 
ple  that  ufually  remain  at  this  place 
for  upwards  of  an  hour,  mull  cer¬ 
tainly  be  pernicious,  of  which  every 
one  may  be  convinced  who  enters 
upon  full  ’change  immediately  from 
the  freflier  atinofphere  of  the  llreet; 
he  feels  the  former  not  only  much 
hotter,  but  alfo  fo  oftenfive  as  to 
render  rei'piration,  at  firit,  fom.e- 
what  difficult.  Before  the  com¬ 
pany  retire  all  the  gates  are  Ihur, 
leaving  only  one  fmall  outlet  ;  and 
thus  the  air,  tainted,  and  ren¬ 
dered  noxious,  is  pent  up  and  con¬ 
fined  againff  the  evening,  when  the 
gates  are  again  opened  ;  and  vale¬ 
tudinarians,  who  have  not  leifure 
to  go  into  the  country,  under  a 
notion  of  purchafing  a  mouthful  of 
frefh  air,  rufh  into  an  atmofphere 
loaded  with  human  effluvia,  which 
of  all  others,  when  become  vitiated, 
is  the  moft  dangerous  to  health  and 
life. 

To  this  place,  likewife,  many 
children  are  conduced,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
to  breathe  the  aurora  matutina  ; 
but  inffead  of  that  falutary  regale, 
they  infpire  chiefly  the  fasculse  of 
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yefterday,  which  are  retained  under 
the  deep  piazzas  for  want  of  free 
ventilation. 

It  is  not  expefled  that,  by  thefe 
fuggeftions,  perfons  engaged  in 
bufinefs  will  be  induced  to  avoid 
the  Exchange,  neither  do  I  think 
the  danger  exceedingly  imminent, 
as  the  pepper-vaults  under  this  edi¬ 
fice,  and  the  regale  gentlemen  par¬ 
take  of  in  the  neighbouring  coffee- 
houfes,  muff  mutually  tend  to  ob¬ 
viate  infeclion  ;  but,  certainly,  in 
the  place  of  the  prefent  clofe  wood¬ 
en  gates,  open  iron  gates  might  be 
fubilituted,  by  which  a  freer  cir¬ 
culation  of  air  would  be  promoted. 
It  cannot,  how'ever,  at  any  time, be 
advii’eable  to  frequent  this  place  for 
the  fake  of  falubrity  of  air. 

The  transfer  offices,  at  the  Bank, 
are  infalubrious,  not  only  from  the 
multitudes  of  people  who  daily 
croud  them,  but  alfo  from  their 
peculiar  conilrudion,  which  not 
having  fide  windows  and  common 
chimnies,  like  all  regular  and  wife 
buildings,  cannot  polTibly  admit 
that  free  circulation  of  air,  which 
the  health  of  the  people  who  are 
flatedly  employed  there  indifpen- 
fably  requires.  The  air,  alfo,  that 
iffues  from  the  fuperb  ftoves,  in¬ 
ffead  of  compenfating  for  the  want 
of  vital  air,  which  feems  to  have 
been  defignedly  excluded  from  thofe 
coffly  apartments,  ferves  only  to 
increafethe  general  infalubrity,  by 
diffufing  the  pernicious  particles 
with  which  it  is  impregnated. 

Among  various  other  fources  of 
putridity,  may  be  included  levees, 
play -houfes,  public  exhibitions, 
kitchens  under  ground,  night  cel¬ 
lars,  routs,  mafquerades,  and  noc¬ 
turnal  revels  of  all  kinds.  Meet¬ 
ing- houfes,  alfo,  being  ufually  built 
with  low  roofs,  mull  prove  perni¬ 
cious 
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clotts  to  the  health  of  many  indi¬ 
viduals,  as  every  thing  that  de¬ 
coys  the  purity  of  the  air  debili¬ 
tates  the  body,  and  conduces  to 
the  produdiion  of  putrid  and  other 
difeafes. 

Illuminitions,  and  the  vaf!  in- 
creafe  in  the  ufe  of  lamps  and  can¬ 
dles,  mol!:  tend  to  impair  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  the  circumambient  air,  as 
all  burning  bodies  have  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  rendering  it  lefs  fit  for 
refpiration,  of  which  we  may  be 
convinced  by  thedifficolty  of  breath¬ 
ing  over  a  charcoal  fire.  It  has 
been,  I  know,  a  general  received 
opinion,  that  fires  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  plagues,  and  pefiiferous 
winds;  but  experience  in  London 
affords  a  ftrong  proof  to  the  con¬ 
trary ;  great  fires  were  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  ravages  of  the  plague  in 
this  city,  which  were  fo  far  from 
'abating  it,  that  the  week  after  the 
general  conflagration  the  deaths 
were  afmofi  doubly  augmented  ; 
there  is  reafon,  therefore,  to  con¬ 
clude,  that,  as  burning  bodies  emit 
a  mephitic  matter,  large  fires  tend 
to  deftroy  the  purity  of  the  air. 

In  this  city,  where  coal  fires  arc 
principally  ufed,  with  the  inflam¬ 
mable,  mephitic,  and  other  mat¬ 
ters  thrown  out,  probably  an  acid 
is  decompofed,  and  exhaled  from 
the  fuJphurin  the  coal ;  and  there¬ 
by  certain  miafmata,  of  a  putrid 
tendency,  may  be  neutralized  ; 
but,  from  the  inftances  in  the  plague 
abovementioned,  there  is  reafon  to 
prefome  that  the  injury  introduced 
into  the  atmofphere  overbalances 
the  good  effedls  arifing  from  the 
acid  decompofition. 

One  of  the  mofl  univerfal  and 
dangerous  channels  of  infe6lion,has 
its  fource  in  the  Hate  of  the  hofpi- 
tals  in  this  city,  which  are  ufually 


fo  contrived  as  to  be  peculiarly 
adapted  to  generate  contagion. 
From  twenty  to  forty  perfons  arc 
generally  configned  to  one  room, 
and  were  they  all  in  health,  it 
might  reafon  ably  be  fu,fpe£led,  that 
the  breath  and  eifluvia  from  fucb  a 
number  of  people  would  foon  ren¬ 
der  the  air  unfit  for  refpiration, 
and  at  length  give  rife  to  difeafes 
of  the  putrid  kind  :  what  then  can 
be  expedled,  when  as  many  patients, 
under  various  difeafes,  breathe  day 
and  night  in  one  confined  apart¬ 
ment  ? 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Editor,  curfo- 
rily  mentioned  a  few  fources  of  in¬ 
jury  to  the  health  of  my  fellow^ 
creatures.  1  am  forry  that  want  of 
leifure  will  not  permit  a  more  mi¬ 
nute  detail  of  thefe  and  other  caufes 
of  difeafe  ;  but  fhould  the  hints  I 
have  given  preferve  one  ufeful 
member  of  the  community,  it 
will  afford  an  ample  compenfation 
to 

HYGEIA, 

5  Magazine. 


Mafy  Method  of  ejfe^ually  preferring 
Dead  Bodieti  as  pradifed  ly  the 
Capuchins  of  Palermo  in  Italy— 
From  a  Voyage  to  Sicily  and 
Malta,  hy  Mr*  John  Dryden, 
funioVi  Sen  to  Mr,  Pryden  the 
Poet, 

But  the  oddeft  and  mofl  fur- 
prizing  fight  we  ever  beheld 
was  at  the  Capuchins,  about  fome 
half  a  mile  out  of  the  gate  that 
lead*  to  Monreal,  where  one  of 
thofe  fathers  conduced  us  down 
into  a  long  crofs  vault  under  their 
church  and  convent.  Here  we  faw 
an  abundance  of  Capuchins  fland- 
ing  in  a  row  one  by  another 
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the  wall,  fecmingly  in  a  devout 
pofture ;  when  coming  neartothem, 
we  found  they  were  fo  many  dead 
men,  all  dry’d  up,  but  with  all  the 
flefh  and  Ikin  on  their  hands  and 
faces  entire,  nor  were  the  nerves 
rotted.  This  wonderful  way  of 
preferving  their  dead  bodies  they 
perform  witn  the  greateft  eafe  ima¬ 
ginable,  only  by  extending  their 
dead  on  four  or  five  crofs  fiicks, 
over  a  receptacle  or  fmall  place 
built  up  Of  brick,  hollow,  and 
in  form  of  a  coffin  ;  and  fo  the 
dead  body  continuing  to  lie  thus 
extended  or  at  full  length  over  this 
hollow,  fupported  by  the  crofs 
flicks,  vents  all  it’s  corruption 
away,  and  in  a  year’s  time  the  Ikin 
and  fleih  remain  dry  on  the  bones: 
and  we  faw  leveral  ftanding  up 
that  had  been  but  a  year,  with  an 
infeription  on  the  bodies  who  they 
were ;  for,  notwithflanding  the 
bodies  were  all  clothed  in  Ca¬ 
puchins  habits,  yet  an  abundance 
of  them  had  been  laymen  and  per- 
fons  of  the  bed  quality  in  Palermo; 
and  that  which  is  almoft  incredi¬ 
ble,  the  faces  retained  fome  refem- 
blanceof  the  per/bns  to  whom  they 
did  belong  j  for  not  only  Mr.  Gif-* 
ford  at  firft  Ight  called  them  by 
their  names,  faying,  T'b'is  was  a 
very  honetl  felriw  %  nd  my  broker, 
this  fuch  a  one,  and  fo  of  the  reft, 
but  the  father  who  led  us  down 
did  in  particular  point  to  one  of 
the  dead  bodies,  who  had  been 
a  Capuchin,  faying.  This  father 
was  a  very  handfome  comely  man  ; 
and,  indeed,  it  appeared  fp,  not 
only  below,  in  refped  of  the  other 
dead,  "blit  alfo  above  ftairs,  where 
he  fhowed  us  the  piflure  of  that 
dead  father,  which  he  did  to  con¬ 
vince  us  that  the  dead  had  net  loft 
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the  refemblance  of  what  they  had 
been  formerly  when  alive. 

Among  thefe  dead  bodies  there 
were  many  of  an  hundred  years 
flanding,  which  were  as  entire  as 
the  neweft,  and  you  might  handle 
their  faces  and  hands  without  da- 
maging  them. 

This  way  of  preferving  the  dead 
among  the  living  is  eafy,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  to  be  pradifed  in  any  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  in  my  mind  it  is  but  a 
very  melancholy  renewing  of  an 
acquaintance  with  our  friends  to  fee 
them  in  this  pofture;  tho*  in  Ca¬ 
tholic  countries  it  ferves  to  put 
thofe  who  come  to  fee  them  in 
mind  of  praying  for  their  fouls. 
Mr.  Gilford  told  us,  that  he  had. 
already  taken  a  place  forhimfelf  to 
ftand  in  among  the  dead  of  this 
vault. 

The  pofture  of  two  among  thofe 
dead  bodies  was  very  remarkable  5 
the  one  on  it’s  knees,  with  it’s  arms 
extended,  and  hands  clofed,  as  at 
prayers ;  the  other  with  it’s  arms 
quite  out  at  full  ftretch,  ftanding 
upright  in  pofture  of  one  crucified. 
The  account  the  fathers  gave 
of  thefe  two  was,  that  they  had 
both  been  very  devout  in  their 
life-time ;  and  that  the  body  of 
that  perfon  which  is  in  the  pofture 
of  a  crucifix  could  by  no  means  be 
altered  by  the  fathers,  who  had 
tied  down  the  arms  more  than 
once  when  the  corpfe  was  frelli,  and 
ftill  found  it  foon  returned  to  that 
pofture,  which  therefore  they  judged 
to 'be  the  will  of  God  that  it  fhould 
fo  remain,  fince  it  was  known  that 
perfon  had  been  a  great  and  devout 
contemplator  of  our  BlelTed  Sa¬ 
viour’s  paffion :  the  fame  kind  of 
an  account  they  gave  of  the  other 
body  in  the  kneeling  pofture,  aver- 
I  riag 
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ring  that  tHey  found  it  raifed  of  it- 
felf  in  that  fafhion,  going  in  to 
vifit  the  bodies  that  lay  aventing  in 
the  clofs  vault,  which  they  open 
only  for  that  end,  or  to  put  in  a 
frelh  body» 


Some  Account  of  Mr,  Braidwood’s 
Academy  in  Edinburgh,  for  the 
teaching  of  Per/ons^  born  deaf  and 
dumb^  to  fpeak,  nfjrite,  and  read^ 
*with  underjianding.  From  Mr, 
Pennant’^  Four  into  Scotland, 

Mr,  Braid  wood,  profefTor  of  the 
academy  of  dumb  and  deaf, 
has  under  his  care  a  number  of 
young  perfons,  who  have  received 
the  Promethean  heat,  the  divine 
inflatus  ;  but  from  the  unhappy 
conftru6lion  of  their  organs,  were 
(’till  they  had  received  his  inftruc- 
tions)  denied  the  power  of  utter¬ 
ance.  Every  idea  was  locked  up, 
or  appeared  but  in  their  eyes,  or  at 
their  fingers  ends,  till  their  mailer 
infirui^ed  them  in  arts  unknown  to 
us,  who  have  the  faculty  of  hear¬ 
ing,  Apprehenlion  reaches  us  by 
the  grofier  fenfe.  They  fee  ouE 
words,  and  our  uttered  thoughts 
become  to  them  vifible.  Our  ideas 
exprcffed  in  fpeech  ilrike  their  ears 
in  vain ;  Their  eyes  receive  them 
as  they  part  from  our  lips.  They 
conceive  by  intuition,  and  fpeak 
by  imitation.  Mr.  Braidwood  firll 
teaches  them  the  letters  and  their 
powers ;  and  the  ideas  of  words 
written,  beginning  with  the  molt 
fimple.  The  art  of  fpeaking  is 
taken  from  the  motion  of  his  lips ; 
his  words  being  uttered  llowly  and 
diftinflly.  Their  anfwers  are  flow, 
and  fomewhat  harlh. 

When  1  entered  the  room,  and 
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found  myfelf  furrounded  with  num¬ 
bers  of  human  forms  fo  oddly  cir- 
cumllanced,  1  felt  a  fort  of  anxiety, 
fuch  as  I  might  be  fuppofed  to  feel 
had  I  been  environed  by  another 
order  of  beings.  I  was  fuon  re¬ 
lieved,  by  being  introduced  to  a 
moft  angelic  young  creature,  of 
about  the  age  of  thirteen.  She 
honoured  me  with  her  new-acquired 
converfation  ;  but  I  may  truly  fay, 
that  1  could  fcarcely  bear  the  power 
of  her  piercing  eyes  :  Ihe  looked 
me  through  and  through.  She  foon 
fatisfied  me  that  fne  was  an  apt 
fcholar.  She  readily  apprehended 
all  I  faid,  and  returned  me  anfwers 
with  the  utmofl  facility.  She  read  ; 
Ihe  wrote  w'ell.  Her  reading  was  not 
by  rote.  She  could  death  the  fame 
thoughts  in  a  new  fet  of  words, 
and  never  vary  from  the  original 
fenfe.  i  have  forgot  the  book  Ihe 
took  up,  or  the  fentences  fhe  made 
a  new  verfion  of ;  but  the  elFed; 
was  as  follows : 

Original  pajjage. 

liOrd  Bacon  has  divided  the 
whole  of  human  knowledge  into 
hiflory,  poetry,  and  philofophy, 
which  are  referred  to  the  three 
powers  of  fhe  mind,  mefnory,  ima¬ 
gination,  and  Ecafon, 


A  nobleman  has  parted  the  total 
or  all  of  man’s  ftudy,  or  under- 
flanding,  into  an  .  account  of  the 
life,  manners,  religion,  and  cuf- 
toms  of  any  people  or  country, 
verfe  or  metre,  moral  or  natural 
knowledge,  which  are  pointed  to 
the  three  faculties  of  the  foul  or 
fpirit :  the  faculty  of  remembering 
what  is  paft,  thought  or  concep¬ 
tion,  and  right  judgment. 
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I  left  Mr.  Braidvvood  and  his 
pupils  with  the  fatisfadlion  which 
jnuft  refult  from  a  refledtion  on  the 
utility  of  his  art,  and  the  meric  of 
his  labours:  Who,  after  receiving 
under  his  care  a  being  that  feemed 
to  be  merely  endowed  with  a  hu¬ 
man  form,  could  produce  the  di- 
njina  particula  aur^^  latent,  and, 
but  for  his  fkill,  condemned  to  be 
ever  latent  in  it ;  and  who  could 
reftore  a  child  to  its  glad  parents 
with  a  capacity  of  exerting  its 
rational  powers,  by  expreffive 
founds  of  duty,  love,  and  affedion. 


^he  rural  Indujiry  and  Oeconomy  of 
the  Chinefe propofed as  an  Example 
to  all  the  other  Nations  of  the  JJni- 
njerfe^  by  the  Abbe  Raynal— 
that  Gentleman’ s  Philofophical  and 
Political  Hiforyy 

IN  a  country  where  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  ib  ancient,  we  may 
every  where  expedt  to  find  deep 
traces  of  the  continued  force  of  in- 
duftry.  Its  roads  have  been  level¬ 
led  with  the  exadlefl:  care.;  and,  in 
general,  have  no  greater  declivity 
than  is  necefiary  to  facilitate  the 
watering  of  the  land,  which  they 
confider,  with  realon,  as  one  of 
the  greated  helps  in  agriculture. 
'I’hey  have  but  few,  even  of  the 
moll:  ufeful  trees,  as  their  fruits 
would  rob  the  corn  of  its  nourilh- 
ment.  There  are  gardens,  it  is 
true,  interfperfed  with  flowers,  fine 
turf,  Ihrubberies,  and  fountains; 
but  however  agreeable  thefe  fcenes 
might  be  to  an  idle  fpedlator,  they 
feem  to  be  concealed  and  removed 
from  the  public  eye,  as  if  the  own¬ 
ers  were  afraid  of  (hewing  how 
much  their  amufements  had  en¬ 
croached  upon  the  foil  that  ought 
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to  be  cultivated  for  the  fupport  of 
life.  They  have  no  parks  or  ex- 
tenfive  forefls,  which  are  not  near 
fo  ferviceable  to  mankind  by  the 
wood  they  furnilh,  as  prejudicial 
by  preventing  agriculture;  and 
while  they  contribute  to  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  great  by  the  beads  that 
range  in  them,  prove  a  real  mis¬ 
fortune  to  the  hulbandman.  In 
China,  the  beauty  of  a  country- 
feat  confifts  in  its  being  happily 
fltuated,  furrounded  with  an  agree¬ 
able  variety  of  cultivated  fields, 
and  interfperfed  with  trees  planted 
irregularly,  and  with  Tome  heaps 
of  a  porous  ftone,  which  at  a  dif- 
tance  have  the  appearance  of  rocks 
or  mountains. 

The  hills  are  generally  cut  into 
terraces,  fupported  by  dry  walls. 
Here  there  are  refervoirs,  conftruc- 
ted  with  ingenuity,  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  rain  and  fpring  water.  It 
is  not  uncommon  to  fee  the  bot¬ 
tom,  fummit,  and  declivity  of  a 
hill  watered  by  the  fame  canal, 
by  means  of  a  number  of  engines 
of  a  fimple  conflrudion,  which 
fave  manual  labour,  and  perform 
with  two  men  what  could  not  be 
done  with  a  thoufand  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  way.  Thefe  heights  com¬ 
monly  yield  three  crops  in  a  year. 
They  are  firfl:  fovvn  with  a  kind  of 
radifli,  which  produces  an  oil  ; 
then  with  cotton,  and  after  that 
with  potatoes.  This  is  the  com¬ 
mon  method  of  culture;  but  the 
rule  is  not  without  exception. 

Upon  mofl:  of  the  mountains 
which  are  incapable  of  being  cul¬ 
tivated  for  the  fubfiftence  of  man, 
proper  trees  are  planted  for  build¬ 
ing  houfes  or  fhips.  Many  of 
them  contain  iron,  tin,  and  copper 
mines,  fufficient  to  fupply  the  em¬ 
pire.  The  gold  mines  have  been 
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BCglcfted,  either  becaufe  their  pro¬ 
duce  did  not  defray  the  expence  of 
working  them,  or  becaufe  the  gold 
dud,  wafhed  down  by  the  torrents, 
was  foundfufficient  for  the  purpofes 
©f  exchange. 

The  Tandy  plains,  faved  from 
the  ravages  of  the  ocean,  (which 
changes  its  bed  as  rivers  do  their 
courfe,  in  a  fpace  of  time  foexaftly 
proportioned  to  their  different  mo¬ 
ments,  that  a  fmall  encroachment 
cf  the  fea  caufes  a  thoufand  revo¬ 
lutions  on  the  furface  of  the  globe) 
form,  at  this  day,  the  provinces 
of  Kankin  and  Tchekiang,  which 
are  the  fined:  in  the  empire.  As 
the  Egyptians  checked  the  courfe 
of  the  Nile,  the  Chinefe  have  re- 
pulfed,  reflrained,  and  given  laws 
to  the  ocean.  They  have  re-united 
to  the  continent  trails  of  land 
which  had  been  disjoined  by  this 
element.  They  flill  exert  their 
endeavours  to  oppofe  that  over* 
ruling  eiTed  of  the  earth’s  mo¬ 
tion,  which  in  conformity  with  the 
celeftial  fyftem  drives  the  ocean 
from  ead  to  weft.  To  the  adlion 
©f  the  globe  the  Chinefe  oppofe 
the  labours  of  induftry  ;  and  while 
nations,  the  raoft  celebrated  in 
hiftory,  have,  by  the  rage  of  con- 
queft,  increafed  the  ravages  that 
time  is  perpetually  making  upon 
this  globe  ;  they  exert  fuch  “efibrts 
to  retard  the  progrefs  of  univerfal 
devaftation,  as  might  appear  fu- 
pernatural,  if  daily  experience  did 
not  afford  us  ftrong  evidence  to  the 
contrary. 

To  the  improvements  of  land 
this  nation  adds,  if  we  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  the  expreffion,  the  improve- 
mentof  the  water.  The  rivers,  wdiich 
communicate  with  each  other  by  ca¬ 
nals,  and  run  under  the  walls  of  moft 
of  the  towns,  prefenC  us  with  the 


profpeftof  floating  cities,  compofed 
of  an  infinite  number  of  boats  fil¬ 
led  with  people,  who  live  conftant- 
ly  upon  the  water,  and  whofe  foie 
employment  is  fifhing.  The  fea 
itfelf  is  covered  with  numberlefs 
veflels,  whofe  mafts,  at  a  diftance, 
appear  like  moving  forefts.  Anfon 
mentions  it  as  a  reproach  to  the 
filhermen  belonging  to  thefe  boats, 
that  they  did  not  give  themfelves  a 
moment’s  intermiflion  from  their 
work  to  look  at  his  fhip,  which 
was  the  largeft  that  had  ever  an¬ 
chored  in  thofe  latitudes.  But  this 
inattention  to  an  obje£l,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  a  Chinefe  faiior  to  be  of 
no  ufe,  though  it  was  in  the  way 
of  his  profeflicn,  is,  perhaps,  a 
proof  of  the  happinefs  of  a  peo¬ 
ple,  who  prefer  bufinefs  to  matters 
of  mere  curiofity. 

The  manner  of  culture  is  by  no 
means  uniform  throughout  this  em¬ 
pire,  but  varies  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  foil  and  the  difference 
of  the  climate.  In  the  low  coun¬ 
tries  towards  the  fouth  they  fow 
rice,  which  being  always  under 
water,  grows  to  a  great  fize,  and 
yields  two  crops  in  a  year.  In  the 
inland  parts  of  the  country,  where 
the  fituation  is  lofty  and  dry,  the 
foil  produces  a  fpecies  of  rice,  which 
is  neither  fo  large,  fo  well -tailed, 
or  fo  nourifliing,  and  makes  the 
hufbandman  but  one  return  in  the 
year  for  his  labour.  In  the  northern 
parts  the  fame  kinds  of  grain  are 
cultivated  as  in  Europe,  which 
grow  in  as  great  plenty,  and  are 
of  as  good  a  quality  as  in  any  of 
our  moft  fertile  countries.  From 
one  end  of  China  to  the  other, 
there  are  large  quantities  of  vege¬ 
tables,  particularly  in  the  fouth, 
where  together  with  fifli  they  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  meat,  which  is  the 

general 
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general  food  of  the  other  provinces, 
l^ut  the  improvement  of  lands  is 
univerfally  underilood and  attended 
to.  All  the  different  kinds  of  ma¬ 
nure  are  carefully  preferved,  and 
Ikilfully  diftributed  to  the  bed  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  that  which  arifes 
from  fertile  lands,  is  applied  to 
make  them  flill  more  fertile.  This 
grand  fydem  of  nature,  which  is 
fuftained  by  dellruition  and  re- 
produ6lion,  is  better  underilood 
and  attended  to  in  China  than  in 
any  other  country  in  the  world. 

A  philofopher,  whom  the  fpirit 
of  obfervation  has  led  into  their 
empire,  has  found  out  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  caufes  of  the  fura!  osco- 
nomy  of  the  Chinefe, 

The  firft  of  thefe  caufes  is  that 
chafafterof  indullry  by  which  thefe 
people  are  particularly  dillinguifh- 
cd,  who  in  their  nature  require  a 
lefs  (hare  of  repofe.  Every  day 
in  the  year  is  devoted  to  labour, 
except  the  firft,  which  is  employed 
in  paying  and  receiving  vifits  among 
relations ;  and  the  laft,  which  is 
facred  to  the  memory  of  their  an- 
ceftors.  The  firft  is  a  focial  duty, 
the  latter  a  part  of  domeftic  wor- 
fhip.  In  this  nation  of  fages, 
whatever  unites  and  civilizes  man¬ 
kind  is  religion  ;  and  religion  it- 
felf  is  nothing  more  than  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  focial  virtues.  Thefe 
fober  and  rational  people  want  no¬ 
thing  more  than  the  controul  of 
civil  laws  to  make  them  juft ;  their 
private  worfhip  confifts  in  the  love 
of  their  parents  whether  living  or 
dead  ;  and  their  public  worfhip  in 
the  love  of  labour;  and  that  labour 
which  is  held  in  the  moft  facred 
veneration  is  agriculture. 

The  generolity  of  two  of  their 
emperors  is  much  revered,  who, 
preferring  the  interefts  of  the  ftate 


1^7 

to  thofe  of  their  family,  kept  their 
own  children  from  the  throne  tor 
make  room  for  men  taken  from  the 
plough.  They  revere  the  me¬ 
mory  of  thefe  hufbandmen,  who 
fowed  the  feeds  of  the  happinefs 
and  ftability  of  the  empire  in  the 
fertile  bofom  of  the  earth  ;  that 
inexhauftible  fource  of  whatever 
conduces  to  the  nourifhment,  and 
confequcntly  to  the  increafe  of  man¬ 
kind. 

In  imitation  of  thefe 
bandmen,  the  emperors  of  Olttna 
become  hufbandmen  officially.  It 
is  one  of  their  public  fundions  to 
break  up  the  ground  in  the  fpring  ; 
and  the  parade  and  magnificence 
that  accompanies  this  ceremony, 
draws  together  all  the  farmers  m 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital. 
They  flock  in  crouds  to  fee  their 
prince  perform  this  folemnity  in 
honour  of  the  firft  of  all  the  arts. 
It  is  not,  as  in  the  fables  of  Greece, 
a  god,  who  tends  the  flocks  of  a 
king  ;  it  is  the  father  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  who,  holding  the  plough 
with  his  own  hands,  fhews  his 
children  what  are  the  true  riches 
of  the  ftate.  In  a  little  time  he 
repairs  again  to  the  field  he  has 
ploughed  himfeFf,  to  fow  the  feed 
that  is  moft  proper  for  the  ground* 
The  example  of  the  prince  is  fol¬ 
lowed  in  all  the  provinces ;  and 
at  the  fame  feafons  the  viceroys 
repeat  the  fame  ceremonies  in  the 
prefence  of  a  numerous  concourfe 
of  hufbandmen.  The  Europeans, 
who  have  been  prefent  at  this  fo¬ 
lemnity  at  Canton,  never  fpeak 
of  it  without  emotion  ;  and  make 
us  regret  that  this  feftival,  whofe 
political  aim  is  the  encouragemeit 
of  labour,  is  not  eftablilhed  in, 
our  climate,  inftead  of  that  num¬ 
ber  of  religious  feafts,  which  feem 

to 
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to  be  invented  by  idlenefs  to  make 
the  country  a  barren  wafte. 


Rules  for  the  confruSling  of  Wine- 
Cellars,  particularly  thoje  intended 
for  the  keeping  of  Wines  of  a  de¬ 
licate  'Texture  and  F lanjour ;  by  Sir 
Edward  Barry,  Bart.  From  that 
Gentleman’s  Obfervations  hifto- 
rical,  critical,  and  medical,  on 
the  Wines  of  the  Ancients,  lately 
publijhed, 

The  fize  of  the  cellar  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  wine  for  which  it  is  de- 
figned  ;  as  it  is  more  eafy  to  de¬ 
fend  a  fnaall  cellar  from  the  admif- 
lion  of  a  greater  quantity  of  the  ex¬ 
ternal  air,  and  to  renew  it  occa- 
Bonally,  than  one  of  a  larger  fize. 
The  fituation  ought  to'  be  low 
and  dry,  therefore  not  on  any  great 
declivity,  where  the  undercurrents 
from  the  fuperior  ground  muft  al¬ 
ways  keep  it  moift,  and  infedl  the 
air  with  its  putrid  exhalations  ; 
this  communication  however  may 
be  prevented  by  intermediate 
trenches. 

A  fraall  anticellar,  built  before 
all  large  cellars,  would  be  a  con- 
fiderable  defence,  and  improve¬ 
ment  to  them;  in  which  a  quantity 
of  wine,  fufficient  for  a  few  days, 
may  be  kept,  and  the  necehity 
prevented  of  more  frequently  open¬ 
ing  the  large  cellar,  and  admitting 
the  external  air;  which  muft  al¬ 
ways  in  fome  degree  alter  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  it,  and  in  fudden,  or 
continued  great  heats,  or  frqfts, 
may  be  particularly  injurious  to  the 
wine. 

It  is  ufual  to  cover  the  bottles  in 
the  binns  with  faw-duft;  to  which 
I  ftiould  prefer  dry  fand,  whofe 


denfity  is  much  greater,  I  faw  a 
remarkable  inftance  of  the  beneftt 
ariling  from  an  intermediate  de¬ 
fence  of  this  kind.  A.  hogftiead 
of  claret,  which  had  been  lately 
bottled,  was  heaped  up  in  a  corner 
of  a  merchant’s  common  large  cel¬ 
lar,  with  a  view  of  removing  it 
foon  to  the  wine-cellar.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  load  of  fait,  from 
the  want  of  a  more  convenient 
place,  was  thrown  on  the  bottles, 
and  remained  there  feveral  months 
before  it  was  removed.  I  bis  wine 
was  afterwards  found  to  be  much 
fuperior  to  the  wine  of  the  fame 
growth,  which  had  been  imported 
and  bottled  about  the  fame  time, 
and  had  been  immediately  placed 
in  the  wane-cellar.  The  large 
quantity  of  fait  formed  a  compact 
vault  over  the  bottles,  which  en¬ 
tirely  defended  the  wine  from  the 
influence  of  the  air,  though  greatly 
expofed  to  it  ;  and  probably  the 
coidnefs  of  the  fait  contributed  to 
this  improvement. 

1  he  ancients  certainly  more  ef- 
fe6lually  preferved  their  wine  in 
larger  earthen  veflels  pitched  ex¬ 
ternally,  than  we  can  in  our  bot¬ 
tles,  as  they  are  more  capable, 
from  their  fuperior  denfity  and  ca» 
pacity,  of  reiifting  the  frequent 
changes  in  the  air;  and  it  is  a 
common  obfervation,  thatthe  wine, 
received  into  bottles  which  contain 
two  quarts,  proves  better  than  that 
which  had  been  kept  in  fingle 
quarts. 

It  appears  to  me  very  probable, 
that  our  beft  modern  wines,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  a  delicate  texture, 
and  flavour,  may  be  more  effedu- 
ally  preferved  in  earthern  vefTels, 
of  a  larger  fize  than  our  bottles, 
w'ell  glazed  externally  and  inter¬ 
nally.  The  vefTels  of,  this  kind, 

which 
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which  were  formerly  ufed  for  this 
purpofe,  were  pitched  externally, 
and  lined  internally,  on  account 
of  their  being  porous,  and  imper-* 
feftly  vitrified  ;  but  our  jartiils  arc 
arrived  to  fuch  a  perfection  in 
this  article  of  manufactory,  that 
their  glazed  vefTels  are  impervious 
to  the  air,  and  incapable  of  com¬ 
municating  any  bad  talte  to  any 
liquors  contained  in  them  ;  how¬ 
ever,  pitching  them  externally 
would  be  a  greater  defence,  efpe- 
cially  when  the  glazing  is  not 
equally  firm. 

The  largeft  vefTel  in  which  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  ufually  kept 
their  wines  in  the  vaults,  was  the 
y^mphora,  which  contained  ten 
gallons,  or  eighty  Roman  pounds. 
The  Urna  contained  half  that 
quantity.  Several  others  were  ufed 
of  an  inferior  fize,  and  gradually 
decreafing  in  the  fame  proportion. 
They  fometimes  varied  from  this 
general  rule,  and  made  them  of  a 
finer  earth,  ornamented  with  diffe¬ 
rent  figures. 

The  form  and  capacity  of  thefe 
veffels  is  well  known,  and  feems 
well  adapted  to  the  intention  of 
them.  They  were  regularly  ranged 
in  the  cellar  ;  and  as  their  capa¬ 
city  gradually  decreafed  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  whenever  any  lees  had  fub- 
fidcd  there,  on  removing  the  veffel 
they  were  lefs  apt  to  rife  and  mix 
with  the  wine,  than  when  con¬ 
tained  in  bottles  ;  the  furface  at 
the  bottom  being  fo  much  greater 
in  them,  and  the  quantity  of  wine 
which  they  contain  fo  much  lefs. 
The  wine  was  drawn  from  them 
by  a  fyphon,  and  the  opening  at 
the  upper  part  fo  large  that  they 
were  eafily  cleanfed  ;  and  the  fize 
of  the  cork,  well  pitched,  was  a 
more  effectual  defence  than  our 
fmall  corks. 

VoL.  XIX. 
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In  fuch  habitations,  where  no 
vaults  have  been  made,  or  can  be 
conveniently  conflruCled,  an  arti¬ 
ficial  wine-cellar  may  be  eafily  con¬ 
trived,  which  may  perhaps  more 
effectually  preferve  the  wine  from 
the  variations  of  the  external  air, 
than  the  common  vaults,  which 
are  liable  to  many  defeCts.  Thefe 
may  be  prevented,  by  burying 
thefe  earthen  veffels  in  cavities 
made  in  the  ground,  exaCtly  adapted 
to  the  fize  and  form  of  them, 
which  may  be  lined  with  brick,  or 
flate  ;  and  fo  deep,  that  the  upper 
part  of  the  veffel  lodged  in  them 
be,  at  leak,  a  foot  and  a  half 
lower  than  the  furface  of  the 
ground  :  the  intermediate  fpace 
might  be  filled  up  with  dry  fand, 
over  which  a  leaden  cover  njay  be 
placed  to  mark  the  fize  of  the  vef¬ 
fel,  and  the  time  when  it  was  bu¬ 
ried  there, 

I  am  fenfible  that  this  plan, 
which  I  have  only  fketched  out  in 
a  fuperficial  view,  is  very  imper¬ 
fect,  and  capable  of  many  im¬ 
provements,  in  refpeCl  to  the  form 
and  capacity  of  the  veffels,  and  the 
materials  of  which  they  are  com- 
pofed.  The  form  and  fize  of  the 
Amphora  may  be  a  proper  one, 
when  a  great  quantity  of  wine  is 
depofited  in  large  cellars.  A  hog- 
Ihead  of  wine  may  be  received  into 
ten  veffels,  each  of  which  contains 
fomewhat  more  than  two  dozen  of 
our  quarts  ;  neither  would  twenty 
of  half  their  capacity  take  up  any 
confiderable  fpace  in  a  vault,  or 
when  buried  under  ground  in  any 
convenient  ground-floor.  When¬ 
ever  any  veffel  is  taken  up  for  ufe, 
it  may  be  fufpended  on  the  fide  of 
the  cellar  or  anti-cellar,  i^nd  the 
quantity  of  wine,  which  is  occa- 
fionally  wanted,  drawn  off  by  a 
fyphon.  It  was  ufual  to  pour  a 
K  fmall 
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frtiall  quantity  of  oil  over  the  wine, 
efpecially  when  the  pitched  cork 
was  removed,  and  it  was  defigned 
for  immediate  ufe  ;  which,  fpread- 
ing  over  its  furface,  preferved  it 
equally  freih,  during  the  time  of 
drinking  it. 

Thefe  veffels  would  be  lefs  ex- 
penlive,  and  more  durable  than 
bottles,  and  lefs  liable  to  frequent, 
frauds,  and  a  conhderable  wafte  of 
the  wine,  when  decanted  from  bot¬ 
tles,  in  which  a  fediment  had  fub- 
fided.  But  thefe  confiderations  are 
of  another  kind  :  my  intention  is 
only  to  preferve  the  wine  in  a  more 
healthy  and  firm  date. 


An  Account  offe'veral  trials  made  on 
a  Boatf  or  Sloop,  fit  for  inland  Na- 
H}igation,  coafing  Voyages,  and 
Jhort  Pafdges  by  Sea,  n/jhlch  is 
not,  like  ordinary  Vefels^  liable  to 
he  onserfet  or  funk  by  Winds, 
Waojes,  IV at er  -  Spouts,  or  too 
heaojy  a  Load  %  contrived  and  con- 
frudled  by  Monfieur  Bernieres, 
Diredior  of  the  Bridges  and  Caufe- 
nvays  in  France,  ^c.  tAc. 

OOME  of  thefe  trials  were  made 
i3  on  the  firll  of  Augulf  of  the 
prefen t  year,  at  the  gate  of  the  in- 
"valids  in  Paris,  in  fhe  prefence  of 
the  provoft  of  the  merchants,  of 
the  body  of  the  town,  and  a  nu¬ 
merous  concourfe  of  fpedators  of 
all  conditions. 

The  experiments  were  made  in 
the  way  of  (;Qmpariron  with  ano¬ 
ther  common  boat  of  the  fame 
place,  an,d  of  equal  lize.  Both 
boats  had  been  built  ten  years,  and 
their  exterior  forms  appeared,  to 
be  exadly  fimilar.  The  common 
boat  contained  only  eight  men, 
i^ho  rocked  it,  aud  made  it  incline 
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fo  much  to  one  fide,  that  it  pre- 
fently  filled  with  water,  and  funk  ; 
fo  that  the  men  were  obliged 
to  fave  themfelves  by  fwimming; 
a  thing  common  in  all  vefTcls 
of  the  fame  kind,  either  from  the 
imprudence  of  thofe  who  are  in 
them,  the  ftrength  of  the  waves 
or  wind,  a  violent  or  unexpected 
fhock,  their  being  overloaded  or 
overpowered  in  any  other  way. 

The  fame  men,  who  had  juli 
efcaped  from  the  boat  which  funk;, 
got  into  the  boat  of  M.  Bernieres, 
rocked  it,  and  filled  it,  as  they  had 
done  the  other,  with  water.  But, 
inftead  of  finking  to  the  bottom, 
though  brim  full,  it  bore  being 
rowed  about  the  river,  loaded  as  it 
was  with  men  and  water,  without 
any  danger  to  the  people  in  it. 

M.  Bernieres  carried  the  trial 
flill  farther.  He  ordered  a  maft 
to  be  ereCled  in  this  fame  boat, 
when  filled  with  water,  and  to  the 
top  of  the  maft  had  a  rope  faftened, 
and  drawn  till  the  end  of  the  maft 
touched  the  furface  of  the  river,  fo 
that  the  boat  was  entirely  on  one 
fide,  a  pofition  into  which  neither 
winds  nor  waves  could  bring  her; 
yet,  as  foon  as  the  men  who  had 
hauled  her  into  this  iituation  let 
go  the  rope,  the  boat  and  maft  re¬ 
covered  themfelves  perfeCfly,  in 
lefs  than  the  quarter  of  a  fecond  ; 
a  convincing  proof,  that  the  boat 
could  neither  be  funk,  nor  over¬ 
turned,  and  that  it  aiforded  the 
greateft  poffible  fecurity  in  every 
way.  Thefe  experiments  appeared 
to  give  the  greater  pleafure  to  the 
public,  as  the  advantages  of  the 
difcovery  are  not  only  fo  fenfible, 
but.  of  the  firft  importance  to  man¬ 
kind. 

A  boat  of  the  fame  fort  had  been 
tried,  Ot'tober.  1 1,  1771,  at  Choify, 
before  Lewis  XV.  and  his  prefenc 

majefty. 
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majefty,  then  Dauphin,  &c.  to 
whom  M.  Bernieres,  as  much  di- 
{linguifhed  by  his  difinterellednefs 
and  his  virtues  as  a  citizen,  as  by 
his  inventive  genius,  referred  for 
the  fatisfaftory  refult  of  the  experi¬ 
ments. 

In  confequence  of  the  above 
trials,  the  provolf  of  the  merchantSj 
and  the  corporation  of  Paris,  at 
their  meeting  on  the  20th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  gave  the  Sieur  de  Bernieres 
permilhon  to  ellabliih  his  boats  oti 
the  river  Seine,  at  the  poire  near 
Pont-Royal  ;  and  moreover  pro- 
mifed  him  all  the  protedion  and 
encouragement  in  their  oower. 
And  the  Sieur  de  Bernieres,  on 
his  fide,  prepofes  to  fupply  the 
public  with  a  certain  number  of 
thefe  boats  before  the  end  of  the 
next  year. 

The  known  humani|;y  of  the 
inventor  warrants  the  pleafing  be¬ 
lief,  that  this  Very  capital  difeo- 
very  will  neither  be  unneceifarily 
concealed,  nor  illiberally  rellrifted. 
leds  due  to  mankind  ;  and  we  doUbt 
not  but  that  its  importance  will 
be  enhanced  by  ah  early,  free,  and 
extenfive  communication. 

Jn  England  efpeciaHy,  where  fo 
much  bufinefs  of  every  kind  is 
tranfadted  on  the  water,  we  mull 
hnore  anxioufly  wilh  to  derive,  from 
the  ingenuity  and  benevolence  of 
the  Sieur  Berhieres,  a  comfortable 
refource  againft  the  many  diftreff- 
Ful  and  dangerous  accidents  to 
which  we  ai  e  perpetually  expofed. 


^he  E^eSIs  of  riflitig  Gun-harrels , 
and  feathering  rlrro’-ws^  aj  certain- 
edj  and  accounted  for,  by  Mr, 
HmerCon.  From  that  Gen- 
tUm  .ns  Mifcellanies,  i>r  Mif- 
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cellaneous  Trcatlfes,  lately  pub- 
lijhed, 

IT  is  hardly  poff.ble  for  a  ball  to 
be  Ihot  oiic  of  a  gun,  withomc 
its  rubbing  againft  one  fide  or  ano¬ 
ther  of  the  barrel ;  and  the  fridlion 
it  receives  by  that  means,  gives  it 
a  whirling  motion  round  an  axis, 
which  is  always  perpendicular  to 
the  axis  of  the  barrel,  or  to  the 
tradlof  the  ball.  The  confequence 
of  this  is,  that  one  fide  of  the  ball 
meets  with  a  greater  refiftance  of 
the  air  than  the  other  fide  j  and 
the  air  adling  obliquely  againit 
that  fide  with  the  greater  refiftance, 
will  force  it  to  move  towards  that 
fide  where  is  the  leall  refinance  ; 
and  the  quantity  of  this  deviation 
will  be  as  the  difference  of  the  re- 
fiftahee  of  one  fide  above  the  other. 
And  confequently  the  ball  will  al¬ 
ways  defied  towards  that  fide  of 
the  barrel  where  the  friction  hap¬ 
pened  ;  for  that  fide  of  the  ball 
being  retarded  in  its  motion,  meets  . 
with  the  leafi:  refiiiance.  But  it  is 
impoffible  to  know  beforehand,  on 
which  fide  of  the  barrel  the  fridtion 
will  happen.  But  when  the  fhot  is 
over  one  may  nearly  determine  on 
which  fide  it  Was,  For  if  the  jfhot 
be  over  the  mark,  it  is  on  the  up¬ 
per  fide;  if  fliorc,  on  the  under 
one.  if  on  the  right  or  left,  it  is 
on  the  right  or  left  fide  refpec- 
tively.  And  befides,  this  tradt  of 
deviation  muft  be  a  curve  line. 
For  as  this  diilurbing  force  is  con¬ 
tinual,  every  fucceeding  part  of 
the  tradl  will  deviate  (the  fame 
way)  from  the  former  part ;  v/hich 
is  the  nature  of  a  curve  line. 

I  have  been  long  acquaince4 
with  this  irregular  force  and  its 
effeds,  which  I  found  by  expe- 
K  z 
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rience  when  I  ufed  to  praftife 
Ihooting ;  and  it  prefently  occurred 
to  me,  that  the  greater  refiftance 
on  one  fide  of  the  ball  was  the 
true  caufe  of  its  going  out  of  the 
line  of  diredion.  And  to  fatisfy 
myfelf  about  it,  I  fufpended  a 
wooden  ball,  loaded  with  lead,  in 
a  firing,  and  tied  it  to  a  tree  that 
hung  over  a  river,  that  it  might 
play  freely  in  the  flream  ;  and  no¬ 
ting  the  place  where  it  relied,  I 
then  twilled  the  firing,  by  turning 
the  globe  often  about,  and  putting 
it  into  its  former  place  ;  it  refled 
but  a  little  while,  for  as  the  firing 
began  to  untwill,  it  moved  gra¬ 
dually  towards  the  fide  which  con- 
fpired  with  the  motion  of  the  water. 
And  being  at  its  furthefi  extent,  it 
relied  till  the  motion  began  to  di- 
minifh,  and  thenk  came  gradually 
back  to  its  hril  place,  and  relied 
there  till  the  motion  of  the  globe 
twilled  the  firing  the  contrary  way ; 
and  then  it  moved  to  the  other 
lide.  And  thus  it  madefeveral  vi¬ 
brations  to  and  fro,  till  the  motion 
was  fpent,  and  then  it  refled  in 
the  hril  place*  This  I  feveral 
times  repeated. 

I  alfo  tried  the  fame  in  a  flrongr 
wind,  with  the  like  fuccefs  ;  for 
the  ball  always  deviated  from  the 
plane  of  the  wind’s  motion  towards 
that  hand  where  it  was  lead  refilled. 

Now  to  remedy  this  relledion, 
one  way  is,  to  ufe  bullets  that  are 
not  round,  but  oblong,  fomething 
like  a  flug.  But  then  they  ought 
to  be  turned  in  ^  lath  or  throw, 
that  the  fore  end  may  be  regular, 
and  all  fides  alike,  that  the  air 
may  a<5l:  equally  on  all  fides.  Such 
»  body  as  this,  fhot  out  of  a  gun, 
cannot  by  fridtion  be  made  to  re¬ 
volve  about  an  axis,  and  therefore 
that  irregular  force  and  its  effed 
be  prevented. 


Another  way  to  prevent  this  de- 
fleflion  is  to  make  the  guns  rifle 
bored ;  thefe  rilled  barrels  are  made 
with  feveral  threads  of  a  ferew 
running  fpiral  ways  on  the  infide 
of  the  barrel ;  between  thefe  threads 
are  channels  cut  in  the  bore,  all 
which  mud  be  exactly  parallel  to 
one  another,  and  make  about  one 
revolution  in  the  length  of  the 
barrel,  going  uniformly  about. 
The  number  of  thefe  threads  are 
different,  according  to  the  widenefs 
of  the  barrel. 

There  are  different  methods  of 
charging  thefe  pieces :  one  is  this. 
After  the  pov/der  is  put  in,  they 
take  a  bullet  fomething  bigger 
than  the  bore  of  the  gun,  and 
greafe  it  well,  and  putting  it  into 
the  mouth  of  the  piece,  they  ram 
it  down  with  an  iron  hammer,  hol¬ 
low  at  the  end  ;  in  ramming  down 
the  bullet,  the  fpiral  threads  enter 
and  cut  into  the  bullet,  and  caufe 
it  to  turn  round  in  going  down, 
and  being  fhot  cut,  it  follows  the 
fame  direction  of  the  rides ;  which 
caufes  it  to  turn  round  an  axis  pa¬ 
rallel  to  the  gun’s  bore. 

Another  way  is  to  charge  them 
at  the  breech,  where  there  is  a 
hole  to  put  in  the  powder  and  ball, 
and  then  a  ferew  ferews  in  to  dll 
up  the  hole.  But  Tome  barreig 
ferew  off  at  the  breech  to  be 
charged.  Thefe  guns  are  made 
flronger  at  the  breech  than  com¬ 
mon  ;  and  it  is  plain  they  can  only 
be  ufed  for  lead  bullets,  for  iron 
will  receive  no  impreffion. 

And  thus  a  bullet  fliot  out  of  a 
rifled  barrel,  befides  its  direct  mo¬ 
tion,  gains  a  motion  round  the 
axis  of  the  gun,  by  which  the  re- 
fiflance  on  the  foredde  of  the  bul¬ 
let  will  be  the  fame  on  all  fides  | 
for  if  it  fliould  be  greater  on  one 

part 


part  than  another,  that  part,  by 
the  circular  motion,  is  prefently 
transferred  to  the  oppofite  fide, 
and  then  it  ads  the  contrary  way  ; 
and  fuch  irregularities  redify  one 
another  ;  fo  that  the  ball  will  al¬ 
ways  go  right  forwards. 

This  may  be  explained  by  the 
motion  ot  an  arrow  ;  for  if  an  ar¬ 
row  that  is  not  feathered,  be  fnot 
from  a  bow,  its  motion  will  be 
very  irregular ;  for  if  it  be  the 
lead  crooked  imaginable,  it  will 
move  towards  that  hand  where  the 
concave  fide  lies.  But  when  it  is 
feathered  truly,  to  give  it  a  circu¬ 
lar  motion  and  make  it  fpin,  the 
concave  part  is  turned  every  way, 
fot.hatit  will  always  fly  Hraight  for¬ 
ward.  See  Exam.  36th,  Fig.  220, 
of  my  Mechanics,  4to. 

But  in  your  common  guns  that 
are  not  rifled,  I  know  no  way  to 
prevent  that  defledion,  but  to  po- 
lilh  the  infide  of  the  barrel,  and 
oil  the  bullet  when  it  is  charged  ; 
for  by  this  means  the  fridion  within 
the  barrel  will  be  made  as  fmall  as 
poflible  ;  except  you  chufe  to  fhoot 
with  an  oblong  bullet,  as  before- 
mentioned. 


An  eafy  and  effedlual  Remedy  for  the 
Head-ach,  and  alien)  i  at  i^ue  for  the 
Allhma.  From  Dr.  Percival’j- 
Philofophical,  Medical,  and 
perimental  Eflays,  lately  pub^ 
lijhed. 

N  the  19th  of  Odiober,  1774, 
a  phyli  ian,  the  Dodor  tells 
us,  was  affeded  with  a  fevere  head- 
ach  in  confequence  of  having  been 
dillurbed  in  the  night.  At  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  he  took 
eighteen  drops  of  laudanum,  and 
immediately  afterwards  three  diflies 
of  very  ftrong  coffee.  He  lay 


down  upon  the  bed,  and  endeavour- 
ed  to  compofe  himfelf  to  deep. 
His  pain  abated  in  half  an  hour  ; 
and  in  an  hour  was  entirely  re¬ 
moved  :  hut  he  felt  not  the  lead 
dilpofi'vion  to  deep,  although  he  is 
often  drowfy  after  dinner,  and 
fometimes  indulges  himfelf  in 
fleeping  at  that  time. 

November  ift,  he  repeated,  on 
a  fimiiar  occafion,  the  ufe  of  lau¬ 
danum  and  coffee  ia  the  like  quan¬ 
tity  as  before.  The  efi^ecls  were 
precifely  the  fame;  eafe  from  pain, 
but  no  difpofition  to  fleep. 

Nov.  i6ch,  he  took  eighteen 
drops  of  laudanum  when  under  the 
head-ach,  but  without  coffee.  The 
opiate  compofed  him  to  deep  in  an 
hour  ;  but  did  not  entirely  remove 
the  pain  in  his  head,  Thefe  fads 
confirm  a  remark  which  Dr.  Per- 
cival  made  in  a  former  volume, 
that  coffee  is  taken  in  large  quan¬ 
tities,  with  peculiar  propriety,  by 
the  I'urks  and  Arabians,  becaufe 
it  counterads  the  narcotic  effeds  of 
opium,  to  the  ufe  of  which,  thefe 
nations  are  much  addided. 

The  Dodor  then  informs  us, 
that  having  learned,  by  a  letter 
from  Sir  John  Pringle,  that  an 
ounce  of  the  bed  Mocco  coffee, 
newly  burnt,  made  immediately 
after  grinding  it,  and  taken  in  one 
dilh,  without  milk  or  fugar,  is  the 
bed  abater  of  the  paroxyfms  of  the 
periodic  adhma  ;  and  that  Sir  John 
Floyer,  during  the  latter  part  of 
his  life,  after  the  publication  of 
his  book  on  the  adhma,  had  con¬ 
trived  to  preferve  himfelf  from,  or 
at  lead  live  eafy  under,  thatdiforder 
by  the  ufe  of  drong  coffee;  he  had 
frequently  direded  coffee  in  the 
adhma  with  great  fuccefs.  7^he 
difh  may  be  repeated  after  the 
interval  of  a  quarter  or  half  an 
hour. 

K  3 
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^euet^al  State  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
in  the  Height  of  its  Profperity , 
nvith  regard  to  the  Nmnher  and 
Greatnefs  of  its  Cities,  and  the 
eafy  Communication  hetnveen  them 
by  Sea  and  Land.  From  The 
Hihory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall 
of  the  Roman  Empire;,  by  Ed¬ 
ward  Gibbon,  Efq, 

WE  have  computed  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  contemplated 
fhe  public  works,  of  the  Roman 
empire.  The  obfervation  of  the 
number  and  greatnefs  of  its  cities 
will  ferve  to  confirm  the  former, 
and  to  multiply  the  latter.  It  may 
not  be  unpleafing  to  collefl  a  few 
fcattered  infiances  relative  to  that 
fubjedl,  without  forgetting,  how¬ 
ever,  that  from  the  vanity  of  na¬ 
tions,  and  the  poverty  of  language, 
the  vague  appellation  of  city  has 
been  indifferently  beftowed  on 
Rome  and  upon  Laurentum.  'Hn- 
cient  Italy  is  faid  to  have  contained 
eleven  hundred  and  ninety- feven 
cities  ;  and  for  whatfoever  sera  of 
antiquity  the  exprefiion  might  be 
intended,  there  is  not  any.  reafpn 
to  believe  the  country  lefs  populous 
in  the  age  of  the  Antpnines,  than 
in  that  of  Romulus.  The  petty 
Hates  of  Latium  were  contained 
within  the  njtetropplis  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  by  whofe  fuperior  inffpepce 
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they  had  been,  attrafled.  Thofe 
parts  of  Italy  which  have  fo  long 
languifhed  itnder  the  lazy  tyranny 
of  priefis  and  viceroys,  had  been 
afilided  only  by  the  more  toler¬ 
able  calamities  of  war ;  and  the 
firfi  fymptoms  of  decay,  which  they. 
experienced,  were  amply  compen- 
fated  by  the  rapid  improvements 
of  the  Cifal pine  Gaul.  The  fplen- 
dor  of  Verona  may  be  traced  in 
its  remains:  yet  Verona  was  lefs 
celebrated  than  Aquileia  or  Padpa, 
Milan  or  Ravenna.  IL  The  fpi- 
rit  of  improvement  had  paffed  the 
Alps,  and  been  felt  even  in  the 
woods  of  Britain.  York  was  the 
feat  of  government,  and  London 
was  already  enriched  by  commerce. 
Gaul  could  boaft  of  her  twelve ' 
hundred  cities ;  and  though,  in  the 
northern  parts,  many  of  thern, 
without  excepting  Paris  itfelf,  were 
little  more  than  the  rude  and  im- 
perfed  townlhips  of  a  rifing  peo¬ 
ple  ;  the  fouthern  provinces  imi¬ 
tated  the  \vealth  and  elegance  of 
Italy.  Many  were  the  cities  of 
Gaul,  Marfeilles,  Arles,  Nifmes, 
Narbonne,  Thouloufe,  Bourdeaux, 
Autun,  Vienne,  Lyons,  Langres, 
and  Treves,  whofe  ancient  condi¬ 
tion  might  fuftain  an  equal,  and 
perhaps  advantageous  comparifon 
with  their  prefent  fiate.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  Spain,  that  country  fiou- 
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rifhed  as  a  province,  and  has  de¬ 
clined  as  a  kingdom.  Exhaufted 
by  the  abul'e  of  her  ftrength,  by 
America,  and  by  fuperftition,  her 
pride  might  poffibly  be  confound¬ 
ed,  if  we  required  fuch  a  lift  of 
three  hundred  and  fixty  cities,  as 
Flinv  has  exhibited  under  the  reign 
of  Vefpafian.  III.  Three  hundred 
African  cities  had  once  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  authority  of  Carthage, 
nor  is  it  likely  that  their  numbers 
diminifhed  under  the  adminiltra- 
tion  of  the  emperors  :  Carthage  it- 
felf  rofe  with  new  fplendor  from 
its  allies  ;  and  that  capital,  as  well 
as  Capua  and  Corinth,  foon  reco¬ 
vered  all  the  advantages  which  can 
be  feparated  from  independent  fo- 
vercignty.  IV.  Tne  provinces  of 
the  Eaft  prefent  the  contrail:  of  Ro¬ 
man  magnificence  with  Turkifh 
barbarifm.  The  ruins  of  antiquity 
fcattered  over  uncultivated  fields, 
and  aferibed,  by  ignorance,  to  the 
power  of  magic,  fcarcely  afford  a 
ilielter  to  the  oppreffed  peafant  or 
wandering  Arab.  Under  the  reign 
of  the  Cefars,  the  Proper  Alia 
alone  contained  five  hundred  po¬ 
pulous  cities,  enriched  with  all  the 
eifts  of  nature,  and  adorned  with 
all  the  refinements  of  art.  Eleven 
cities  of  Alia  had  once  difputed 
the  honour  of  dedicating  a  temple 
to  I'iberius,  and  their  refpeftrve 
merits  were  examined  by  the  fe- 
nate.  Four  of  them  were  imme¬ 
diately  rejedfed  as  unequal  to  the 
burden  ;  and  among  thefe  was 
Laodicea,  whofe  fplendor  is  ftill 


difplayed  in  Its  ruins.  Laodicea 
collected  a  very  confiderable  re¬ 
venue  from  its  flocks  of  flieep,  ce¬ 
lebrated  for  the  finenefs  of  their 
wool,  and  had  received,  a  little 
before  the  conteft,  a  legacy  of 
above  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
by  the  teftament  of  a  generous  ci¬ 
tizen.  If  fuch  was  the  poverty  of 
Laodicea,  what  mult  have  been  the 
wealth  of  thofe  cities  whole  claim 
appeared  preferable,  and  particu¬ 
larly  of  Pergamus,  of  Smyrna,  and 
of  Ephefus,  who  fo  long  difputed 
with  each  other  the  titular  primacy 
of  Alia.  The  capitals  of  Syria 
and  Egypt  held  a  ftill  fuperior 
rank  in  the  empire  :  Antioch  and 
Alexandria  looked  down  with  dif- 
dain  on  a  crowd  of  dependent  ci¬ 
ties,  ahd  yielded,  with  reludance, 
to  the  majefty  of  Rome  itfelf. 

All  thefe  cities  were  connefled 
with  each  other,  and  with  the 
capital,  by  the  public  highways, 
which  iftuing  from  the  Forum  of 
Rome,  traverfed  Italy,  pervaded 
the  provinces,  and  were  terminated 
only  by  the  frontiers  of  the  empire. 
If  we  carefully  trace  the  diftance 
from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to 
Rome,  and  from  thence  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  it  will  be  found  that  the  great 
chain  of  communication,  from  the 
north-weft  to  the  fouth-eaft  point 
of  the  empire^  was  drawn  out  to 
the  length  of  four  thoufand  and 
eighty  Roman  miles*.  The  pub¬ 
lic  roads  were  accurately  divided 
by  mile-ftones,  and  ran  in  a  diredi: 
line  from  one  city  to  another,  with 

very 


The^  following  Itinerary  may  ferve  to  convey  fome  Idea  of  the  clii;e(SIIoi> 
of  the  road,  and  of  the  diftance  between  the  principal  towns.  I.  From  the 
wall  of  Antoninus  to  York  zzz  Roman  miles.  II.  London  zzy.  IlL  Rhu- 
tupiae  or  Sandwich  67.  IV.  The  navigation  to  Boulogne  4.5.  V.  Rheims  174* 
VL  Lyons  33O,  VII,  Milan  324,  VIII,  Rome  426.  IX.  Brundufium  360.. 

K  4  X.  Th,^ 
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very  little  >efpe6l  for  the  obflacles 
either  of  nature  or  private  property. 
Mountains  were  perforated,  and 
bold  arches  thrown  over  the  broadeft 
and  moll  rapid  llreams.  The  mid¬ 
dle  part  of  the  road  was  raifed  into 
a  terrace  which  commanded  the 
adjacent  country,  confifted  of  fe  veral 
llrata  of  fand,  gravel,  and  cement, 
and  was  paved  with  large  ftones, 
or  in  fome  places,  near  the  capital, 
with  granite.  Such  was  the  folid 
conftruclion  of  the  Roman  High¬ 
ways,  whofe  lirmnefs  has  not  en¬ 
tirely  yielded  to  the  effort  of  fif¬ 
teen  centuries.  They  united  the 
fubjeds  of  the  moft  diftant  pro¬ 
vinces  by  an  eafy  and  familiar  in- 
tercourfe  ;  but  their  primary  objed 
had  been  to  facilitate  the  marches 
ot  the  legions  ;  nor  was  any  coun¬ 
try  confidered  as  completely  fub- 
dued,  till  it  had  been  rendered,  in 
all  its  parts,  pervious  to  the  arms 
and  authority  of  the  conqueror. 
The  advantage  of  receiving  the 
earliell:  intelligence,  and  of  con¬ 
veying  their  orders  with  celerity, 
induced  the  emperors  to  efiablifh, 
throughout  their  extenfive  domi¬ 
nions,  the  regular  infiitution  of 
polls.  Houfes  were  every  where 
ereded  at  the  dillance  only  of  five 
or  fix  miles  ;  each  of  them  was 


conftantly  provided  with  frefh 
horfes,  and  by  the  help  of  thefe 
relays,  it  was  eafy  to  travel  an 
hundred  miles  in  a  day  along  the 
Roman  roads*.  The  ufe  of  the 
polls  was  allowed  to  thole  ,who 
claimed  it  by  an  imperial  mandate; 
but  though  originally  intended  for 
the  public  fervice,  it  was  fometimes 
indulged  to  the  bufinefs  or  conve- 
niency  of  private  citizens  f.  Nor 
was  the  communication  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire  lefs  free  and  open  by 
fea  than  it  was  by  land.  The 
provinces  furrounded  and  enclofed 
the  Mediterranean;  and  Italy,  in 
the  lhape  of  an  immenfe  promon¬ 
tory,  advanced  into  the  midll  of 
that  great  lake.  The  coalls  of 
Italy  are,  in  general,  dellitute  of 
fafe  harbours  ;  but  human  induftry 
had  correded  the  deficiencies  of 
nature  ;  and  the  artificial  port  of 
Ollia,  in  particular,  fituate  at  the 
mouth  of  the  *1  iber,  and  formed 
by  the  emperor  Claudius,  was  a 
ufefu'f  monument  of  Roman  great- 
nefs.  From  this  port,  which  was 
only  fixteen  miles  from  rhe  ca¬ 
pital,  a  favourable  breeze  fre¬ 
quently  carried  velTels  in  feven 
days  to  the  columns  of  Hercules, 
and  in  nine  or  ten  to  Alexandria 
in  Egypt. 


X.  The  navigation  to  Dyrrachium  +o.  XI.  Byzantium  711.  XII.  An- 

f  Antioch  141.  XV.  Tyre  252. 

xyi.  168.  In  all  4080  Roman,  or  3740  Englifti  miles.  Sec  the 

Itineraries  publilhed  by  Weffebng,  his  annotations  :  Gale  and  StukeJev  for 
.Britain,  and  M.  Danvile  for  Gaul  and  Italy. 

In  the  time  of  Theodolius,  Caefarius,  a  magiftrate  of  high  rank,  went  noft 
from  Am.och  to  Conftantinopie.  He  began  his  journey  at  night,  waTtn  cC- 

flarnin'^  f' *1°"’  An'mch)  the  enfuing  evening,  and  arrived  at  CcL 
ftantmople  he  iixth  day  about  noon.  The  whole  diftance  was  725  Roman, 

581.  ^  miles.  See  Libanms  Orat.  xxii.  and  the  Itineraria,  p.  572  — 


Doft  hmfes  to'idr®'’/ niinifter,  made  an  apology  for  granting 

poitlioifes  to  lus  Wife  on  the  molt  urgent  bufmefs.  Epift.  x.  ,21,  122. 

gemral 
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general  Ren)ienjj  of  the  Rife^  Pro- 
grefs,  and  Amount  of  the  Roman 
Revenues. — From  The  Hiftory  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Empire,  by  Edward  Gib¬ 
bon,  EJq. 

HE  fiege  of  Veil  in  Tuf- 
cany,  the  fird  confiderable 
enterprize  of  the  Romans,  was  pro¬ 
tracted  to  the  tenth  year,  much 
lefs  by  the  llrength  of  the  place 
than  by  the  unlkilfulnefs  of  the 
befiegers.  The  unacculiomed  hard- 
fhips  of  fo  many  winter  campaigns, 
at  the  diitance  of  near  twenty 
miles  from  home,  required  more 
than  common  encouragements ;  and 
the  fenate  wifely  prevented  the 
clamours  of  the  people,  by  the  in- 
ititution  of  a  regular  pay  for  the 
foldiers,  which  was  levied  by  a 
general  tribute,  alTefied  according 
to  an  equitable  proportion  on  the 
property  of  the  citizens*.  During 
more  than  two  hundred  years  after 
the  conqueft  of  Veii,  the  victories 
of  the  republic  added  lefs  to  the 
wealth  than  to  the  power  of  Rome, 
The  dates  of  Italy  paid  their  tri¬ 
bute  in  military  fervice  only,  and 
the  vaft  force,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  which  was  exerted  in  the 
Punic  wars,  was  maintained  at  the 
expence  of  the  Romans  themfelves. 
That  high-fpirited  people  (fuch  is 
often  the  generous  enthufiaffn  of 
freedom)  cheerfully  fubmitted  to 
the  mod  exceffive  but  voluntary 
burdens,  in  the  jud  confidence  that 
they  fhould  fpeedily  enjoy  the  rich 
harved  of  their  labours.  Their  ex¬ 
pectations  were  not  difappointed.  ^ 
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In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  the 
riches  of  Syracufe,  of  Carthage, 
of  Macedonia,  and  of  Afia,  were 
brought  in  triumph  to  Rome.  The 
treafuresof  Perfeusalone  amounted 
to  near  two  millions  derling,  and 
the  Roman  people,  the  fovereigti 
of  fo  many  nations,  was  for  ever 
delivered  from  the  weight  of  taxes. 
The  increafing  revenue  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  was  found  fufficient  to  defray 
the  ordinary  eftablilhment  of  war 
and  government,  and  the  fuper- 
fluous  mafs  of  gold  and  filver  was 
depofited  in  the  temple  of  Saturn, 
and  referved  for  any  unforefeen 
emergency  of  the  date  •f. 

Hidory  has  perhaps  never  fuf- 
fered  a  greater  or  more  irreparable 
injury,  than  in  the  lofs  of  that  cu¬ 
rious  regider  bequeathed  by  Au- 
gudus  to  the  fenate,  in  which  that 
experienced  prince  fo  accurately 
balanced  the  revenues  and  expences 
of  the  Roman  empire.  Deprived 
of  this  clear  and  comprehenfive 
edimate,  we  are  reduced  to  colleCt 
a  few  imperfeCl  hints  from  fuch  of 
the  ancients  as  have  accidentally 
turned  afide  from  the  fplendid  to 
the  mod  ufeful  parts  of  hidory. 
We  are  informed,  that,  by  the  con- 
qued  of  Pompey,  the  tributesf  of 
Afia  were  raided  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  millions  of 
drachms  ;  or  about  four  millions 
and  a  half  derling.  Under  the 
lad  and  mod  indolent  of  the  Pto- 
lomies,  the  revenue  of  Egypt  is 
faid  to  have  amounted  to  twelve 
thoufand  five  hundred  talents  ;  a 
fum  equivalent  to  more  than  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  our  money ^ 


*  See  the  4.th  and  5th  books  of  Livy.  In  the  Roman  Cenfus,  property, 
power,  and  taxation,  were  commenfurate  with  each  othei'. 

t  See  ^  fine^  defcripticn  of  this  accumulated  wealth  of  a^es,  in  Lucair's 
Pharfalia,  1.  ili,  v,  155,  &c. 
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but  which  was  afterwards  confider- 
ab!y  improved  by  the  more  exadt 
ceconomy  of  the  Romans,  and  the 
increafe  of  the  tradp  of  ^Ethiopia 
and  India,  Gaul  was  enriched  by 
rapine  as  Egypt  was  by  commerce, 
and  the  tributes  of  thofe  two  great 
provinces  have  been  compared  as 
nearly,  equal  to  each  other  in  value. 
The  ten  thoufand  Euboic  or  Phos- 
jiician  talents,  about  four  millions 
ilerling,  which  vanquidicd  Car¬ 
thage  was  condemned  to  pay  within 
the  term  of  fifty  years,  were  a 
flight  acknowledgment  of  the  fu- 
periority  of  Rome,  and  cannot 
bear  the  leaf!  prqportion  vvith  the 
taxes  afterwards  raifed  both  on  the 
lands  and  on  the  perfons  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  when  the  fertile  coafi 
of  Africa  was  reduced  into  a  pro¬ 
vince. 

Spain,  by  a  very  fingular  fa¬ 
tality,  was  the  Peru  and  Mexico, of 
the  old  world.  The  difcovery  of 
the  rich  weftern  continent  by  the 
Phoenicians,  and  the  oppreffion  of 
the  fimple  natives,  who  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  labour  in  their  own  mines 
for  the  benefit  of  ftrangers,  form 
an  exafl  type  of  the.  more  recent 
hillory  of  Spanifii  America.  The 
Phcenicians  were  acquainted  only 
with  the  fea-coaft  of  Spain ;  ava¬ 
rice,  as  well  as  ambition,  carried 
the  arms  of  Rome  and  Carthage 
into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and 
almoft  every  part  of  the  foil  was 
found  pregnant  with  copper,  filver, 
and  gold.  Mention  is  made  of  a 
mine  near  Carthagena  which  yield¬ 
ed  every  day  twenty-five  thoufand 
drachms  of  filver,  or  about  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 
T  wenty  thoufand  pound  weight  of 
gold  was  annually  received  frorn 
the  provinces  of  Aifuria,  Gallicia, 
and  Lufitania. 


We  want  both  leifure  and  mate¬ 
rials  to  purfue  this  curious  inquiry 
through  the  many  potent  Hates 
that  were  annihilated  in  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire.  SwiC  notion,  how¬ 
ever,  may  be  formed  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  of  the  provinces  where  con- 
fiderable  wealth  had  been  depoficed 
by  nature,  colledled  by  man,  if 
we  ohferve  the  fevere  attention  that 
was  directed  to  the  abodes  ot  foli- 
tude  and  Herility.  Auguftus  once 
received  a  petition  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Gyarus,  humbly  pray¬ 
ing  that  they  might  be  relieved 
from  one  third  of  their  excefiive 
impofitions.  Their  whole  tax 
amounted  indeed  to  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  drachms,  of 
about  five  pounds,  but  Gyarus 
was  a  little  ifiand,  or  rather  a 
rock,  of  the  JEge^n  fea,  deltitute 
of  frefh  water  and  every  neceflary 
of  life,  and  inhabited  only  by  a 
few  wretched  filliermen. 

F'rom  the  faint  glimmerings  of 
fuch  doubtful  and  fcattered  liehts 

O 

we  fhould  be  inclined  to  believe, 

I  fi.  That  (vvith  every  fair  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  difference  of  times 
and  circumfianees)  the  general  in¬ 
come  of  the  Roman  provinces 
could  feldom  amount  to  lefs  than, 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  our 
money  ;  and,  adly,  That  fo  ample 
a  revenue  mull  have  been  fully  ade¬ 
quate  to  all  the  expences  of  the 
moderate  government  inllituted  by 
Auguflus,  whofe  court  was  the 
modefi  family  of  a  private  fenator, 
and  whofe  military  eftablifbment 
was  calculated  for  the  defence  of 
the. frontiers,  without  any  afpiring 
views  of  conqueft,  or  any  ferious 
apprehenfion  of  a  foreign  invafion, 

Notvvithftanding  the  feeming 
probability  of  both  thefe  conclu- 
fions,  the  latter  of  them  at  leail  is 

pofitively 
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pofitively  difowned  by  the  language 
and  condufl  of  Auguftus.  Jt  is 
not  eafy  to  determine  whether,  on 
this  occafion,  he  a£led  as  the  com¬ 
mon  father  of  the  Roman  world, 
or  as  the  oppreffor  of  liberty ; 
whether  he  wiflied  to  relieve  the 
provinces,  or  to  impoverilh  the 
fenate,  and  the  equeftrian  order. 
But  no  fooner  had  he  afTumed  the 
reins  of  government,  than  he  fre¬ 
quently  intimated  the  infufficiency 
of  the  tributes,  and  the  neceflity  of 
throwing  an  equitable  proportion 
of  the  public  burden  upon  Rome 
and  Italy.  In  the  profecution  of 
this  unpopular  defign  he  advanced, 
however,  by  cautious  and  well- 
weighed  fteps.  The  introdu<ftion  of 
cuftoms  was  followed  by  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  an  excife,  and  the 
fcheme  of  taxation  was  com  pleated 
by  an  artful  alTelTment  on  the  real 
and  perfonal  property  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  citizens^  who  had  been  ex¬ 
empted  from  any  kind  of  contri¬ 
bution  above  a  century  and  a  half. 

I.  In  a  great  empire  like  that  of 
Rome,  a  natural  balance  of  money 
mull  have  gradually  eftabliflied  it- 
felf.  It  h  as  been  already  obferved, 
that  as  the  wealth  of  the  provinces 
\vas  attraded  to  the  capital  by  the 
Itrong  hand  of  conqueft  and  power ; 
fo  a  confiderable  part  of  it  was  re- 
ftored  to  the  indullrious  provinces 
by  the  gentle  influence  of  com¬ 
merce  and  arts.  In  the  reign  of 
Auguflus  and  his  fucceflbrs,  duties 
were  impofed  on  every  kind  of 
merchandife,  which  through  a 
thoufand  channels  flowed  lo  the 
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great  centre  of  opulence  and  lux¬ 
ury  ;  and  in  whatfoever  manner 
the  law  was  exprefled,  it  was  the 
Roman  purchafer,  and  not  the  pro¬ 
vincial  merchant,  who  paid  the 
tax.  The  rate  of  the  cufloms  va¬ 
ried  from  the  eighth  to  the  fortieth 
part  of  the  value  of  the  commo¬ 
dity  ;  and  we  have  a  right  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  variation  was  di- 
refled  by  the  unalterable  maxims 
of  policy  :  that  a  higher  duty  was 
fixed  on  the  articles  of  luxury  than, 
on  thofe  of  neceflity,  and  that  the 
produflions  raifed  or  manufactured 
by  the  labour  of  the  fubjeCls  of  the 
empire,  were  treated  with  more 
indulgence  than  was  fllewn  to  the 
pernicious,  or  at  lead;  the  unpopu¬ 
lar,  commerce  of  Arabia  and  In¬ 
dia  There  is  ftlll  extant  a  long 
but  imperfedt  catalogue  of  eaflern 
commodities,  which  about  the  time 
of  Alexander  Severus  were  fubjeCt 
to  the  payment  of  duties ;  cinna¬ 
mon,  myrrh,  pepper,  ginger,  and 
the  whole  tribe  of  aromatics,  a 
great  variety  of  precious  dones, 
among  which  the  diamond  was  the 
inofl;  remarkable  for  its  price,  and 
the  emerald  for  its  beauty  f  :  Par¬ 
thian  and  Babylonian  leather,  cot¬ 
tons,  filks,  both  raw  and  manu- 
fadlured,  ebony,  ivory,  and  eu¬ 
nuchs.  We  may  obferve,  that  the 
ufe  and  value  of  thofe  eflbminate 
flaves  gradually  rofe  with  the  de¬ 
cline  of  the  empire. 

II.  The  excife,  introduced  by 
Auguflus  after  the  civil  wars,  was 
extremely  moderate,  but  it  was  ge¬ 
neral.  It  feldom  exceeded  one  per 


See  Pliny  (Hlft.  Natur.  I.  vi.  c.  23.  1.  xii.  c.  18).  His  obfervations, 
that  the  Indian  commodities  were  fold  at  Rome  at  a  hundred  times  their  ori¬ 
ginal  price,  may  give  us  fome  notion  of  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms,  fince  that 
original  pt  ice  amounted  to  more  than  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

d"  The  antients  vyere  unacquainted  with  the  art  of  cutting  diamonds. 
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eent, ;  but  it  comprehended  what¬ 
ever  was  fold  in  the  markets  or  by 
public  auction,  from  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  purchafes  of  lands  and 
houfes,  to  thofe  minute  objefts 
which  can  only  derive  a  value  from 
their  infinite  multitude  and  daily 
confumption.  Such  a  tax,  as  it 
alFedls  the  body  of  the  people,  has 
ever  been  the  occafion  of  clamour 
and  difcontent.  An  emperor,  well 
acquainted  with  the  wants  and  re- 
fources  of  the  Hate,  was  obliged 
to  declare  by  a  public  edift,  that 
the  fupport  of  the  army  depended 
in  a  great  meafure  on  the'  produce 
of  the  excife. 

III.  When  Auguftus  refolved  to 
eflablilh  apermanent  military  force 
for  the  defence  of  his  government 
againft  foreign  and  domeftic  ene¬ 
mies,  be  inftituted  a  peculiar  trea- 
fury  for  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  the 
rewards  of  the  veterans,  and  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  war. 
The  ample  revenue  of  the  excife, 
though  peculiarly  appropriated  to 
thofe  ufes,  was  found  inadequate. 
To  fupply  the  deficiency,  the  em¬ 
peror  fuggefted  a  new  tax  of  five 
per  cent,  on  all  legacies  and  inhe¬ 
ritances.  But  the  nobles  of  Rome 
were  more  tenacious  of  property 
than  of  freedom.  Their  indignant 
murmurs  were  received  by  A  uguftus 
with  hA  ufual  temper.  He  can¬ 
didly  referred  the  whole  bufinefs  to 
the  fenate,  and  exhorted  them  to 
provide  for  the  public  fervice  by 
ibme  other  expedient  of  a  lefs 
odious  nature.  They  were  divided 
and  perplexed.  He  infinuated  to 
them  that  their  obftinacy  would 
oblige  him  to  propofe  a  general 


land-tax  and  capitation.  They  a^- 
quiefeed  in  filence.  The  new  im- 
pofition  on  legacies  and  inherit¬ 
ances  was  however  mitigated  by 
fome  rellridions.  It  did  not  take 
place  unlefs  the  objedl  was  of  a 
certain  value,  moft  probably  of  fifty 
or  an  hundred  pieces  of  gold  ;  nor 
could  it  be  exadled  from  the  neareft: 
of  kin  on  the  father’s  fide  When 
the  rights  of  nature  and  property 
were  thus  fecured,  it  feemed  rea- 
fonable,  that  a  ftranger,  or  a  di- 
ftant  relation,  who  acquired  an 
unexpeded  acceffion  of  fortune, 
fliould  cheerfully  refign  a  twentieth 
part  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ftate. 

Such  a  tax,  plentiful  as  it  muft 
prove  in  every  wealthy  community, 
was  moft  happily  fuited  to  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  Romans,  who  could 
frame  their  arbitrary  wills,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dictates  of  reafon  or 
caprice,  v/ithout  any  reftraint  from 
the  modern  fetters  of  entails  and 
fettlements.  From  various  caufes 
the  partiality  of  paternal  aft’ection 
often  loft  .its  influence  over  the 
ftern  patriots  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  tne  dilToIute  nobles  of  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  and  if  the  father  bequeathed 
to  his  fon  the  fourth  part  of  his 
eftate,  he  removed  all  ground  of 
legal  complaint.  But  a  r;ch  child- 
lefs  old  man  was  a  domeftic  tyrant, 
and  his  power  increafed  with  his 
years  and  infirmities.  A  fervile 
crowd,  in  which  he  frequently 
reckoned  prmcors  and  confuls, 
courted  his  fmiies,  pampered  his 
avarice, applauded  his  follies, lerved 
his  paftions,  and  waited  with  im¬ 
patience  for  his  death.  The  arts 


*  As  the  Roman  law  fubfifted  for  many  ages,  the  Cognati^  or  relations  on 
the  mother’s  fide,  were  not  called  to  the  fucceffion.  This  harfh  inftitution  vyas 
gradually  underrlfined  by  humanity,  and  finally  aboliflied  by  Juftinian, 
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of  attendance  and  flattery  were 
formed  into  a  moil  lucrative 
fcience,  thofe  who  profeflTed  it  ac¬ 
quired  a  peculiar  appellation,  and 
the  whole  city,  according  to  the 
lively  defcriptions  of  fatire,  was 
divided  between  two  parties,  the 
hunters  and  their  game.  Yet, 
while  fo  many  unjufl;  and  extrava¬ 
gant  wills  were  every  day  diclated 
by  cunning,  and  fublcribed  by  fol¬ 
ly,  a  few  were  the  refult  of  ra¬ 
tional  eileem  and  virtuous  grati¬ 
tude.  Cicero,  who  had  fo  often 
defended  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
his  fellow -citizens,  -was  rewarded 
with  legacies  to  the  amount  of  an 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 
pounds ;  nor  do  the  friends  of  the 
younger  Pliny  feem  to  have  been 
lefs  generous  to  that  amiable  ora¬ 
tor*.  Whatever  was  the  motive 
of  the  teftator,  the  treafury  claim¬ 
ed,  without  diftindlion,  the  twen¬ 
tieth  part  of  his  eftate  ;  and,  in 
the  courfe  of  two  or  three  genera¬ 
tions,  the  whole  property  of  the 
fubjedl  mull  have  gradually  pafl'ed 
through  the  coffers  of  the  flate. 

In  the  firll  and  golden  years  of 
the  reign  of  Nero,  that  prince, 
from  a  defire  of  popularity,  and 
perhaps  from  a  blind  impulfe  of 
benevolence,  conceived  a  vvifh  of 
abolifhing  the  opprelTion  of  the 
culloms  and  excile.  The  wifell 
fenators  applauded  his  magnani¬ 
mity  ;  but  they  diverted  him  from 
the  execution  of  a  defign,  which 
would  have  diffolved  the  llrength 
and  refources  of  the  republic.  Had 
it  indeed  been  pofTible  to  realize 


this  dream  of  fancy,  fuch  princes 
as  Trajan  and  the  Antonines  would 
furely  have  embraced  with  ardour 
the  glorious  opportunity  of  confer¬ 
ring  fo  flgnal  an  obligation  oa 
mankind.  Satisfied,  however,  with 
alleviating  the  public  burden, 
they  attempted  not  to  remove  it. 
The  mildnefs  and  precifion  of 
their  laws  afcertained  the  rule  and 
meafure  of  taxation,  and  protedl- 
ed  the  fubje^l  of  every  rank  a- 
gainfl:  arbitrary  interpretations,  an¬ 
tiquated  claims,  and  the  infolent 
vexation  of  the  farmers  of  the  re¬ 
venue.  For  it  is  fomewhat  Angular, 
that,  in  every  age,  the  bell  and 
wifell  of  the  Roman  governors  per- 
fevered  in  this  pernicious  method 
of  colledling  the  principabbranches 
at  leall  of  the  excife  and  cuf- 
toms  f. 

The  fentiments,  and,  indeed, 
the  fituation  of  Caracalla,  were 
very  different  from  thofe  of  the 
Antonines.  Inattentive,  or  ra¬ 
ther  averfe  to  the  welfare  of  his 
people,  he  found  himfelf  under 
the  neceflicy  of  gratifying  the  in- 
fatiate  avarice,  which  he  had  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  army.  Of  the  feveral 
impofitions  introduced  by  Auguf- 
tus,  the  twentieth  on  inheritances 
and  legacies  was  the  moll  fruitful, 
as  well  as  the  moll  comprehenlive. 
As  its  influence  was  not  confined 
to  Rome  or  Italy,  the  produce  con¬ 
tinually  increafed  with  the  gradual 
extenfion  of  the  Roman  City. 
The  new  citizens,  though  charg¬ 
ed,  on  equal  terms,  with  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  new  taxes,  which  had  not 


*  See  his  epiftles.  Every  fuch  will  gave  him  an  cccafion  of  chTplaying  his 
reverence  to  the  dead,  and  his  Jnllice  to  the  living.  He  reconciled  both,  in 
his  behaviour  to  a  Ton  who  had  been  difinherited  by  his  mother  (v,  i.) 

t  The  tributes  (properly  fo  called)  were  not  farmed  j  fince  the  good  princes 
often  remitted  many  millions  of  arrears, 

affeded 
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afFefled  them  as  fubjedls,  derived 
an  ample  compenfation  from  the 
rank  they  obtained,  the  privileges 
they  acquired,  and  the  fair  pro- 
fpc^l  of  honours  and  fortune  that 
was  thrown  open  to  their  ambi-? 
tion.  But  the  favour,  which  im¬ 
plied  a  dillindion,  was  loft  in  the 
prodigality  of  Caracalia,  and  the 
reludanc  provincials  were  compel¬ 
led  to  affume  the  vain  title,  and 
the  real  obligations,  of  Roman 
citizens.  Nor  was  the  rapacious 
fon  of  Sever  us  contented  with  fuch 
a  meafnre  of  taxation,  as  had  ap¬ 
peared  fufficient  to  his  moderate 
predeceftbrs.  Inftead  of  a  twen¬ 
tieth,  he  exafled  a  tench  of  all  le¬ 
gacies  and  inheritances ;  and,  dur¬ 
ing  his  reign  (for  the  ancient  pro¬ 
portion  was  reftored  after  his 
death)  he  cruftied  alike  every  part 
of  the  empire  under  the  weight  of 
his  iron  fceptrco 

When  all  the  provincials  be¬ 
came  liable  to  the  peculiar  impo- 
fitions  of  Roman  citizens,  they 
feemed  to  acquire  a  legal  exemp¬ 
tion  from  the  tributes  which  they 
had  paid  in  their  former  condi¬ 
tion  of  fubjeds.  Such  were  not 
the  maxims  of  government  adopt¬ 
ed  by  Caracalia  and  bis  pretended 
fon.  The  old  as  well  as  the  new 
taxes  were,  at  the  fame  time,  le¬ 
vied  in  the  provinces.  It  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  virtue  of  Alexander 
to  relieve  them  in  a  great  meafnre 
from  this  intolerable  grievance,  by* 
reducing  the  tributes  to  a  thirtieth 
part  -of  the  fum  exacted  at  the 
time  of  his  acceifton.  It  is  im- 
poihble  to  conjedure  the  motive 
that  engaged  him  to  fpare  fo  trif¬ 
ling  a  remnant  of  the  public  evil ; 


but  the  noxious  weed,  which  had 
not  been  totally  eradicated,  again 
fprang  up  with  the  moft  luxuriant 
growth,  and  in  the  fucceeding  age 
darkened  the  Roman  world  with 
its  deadly  ihade.  In  the  courfe  oi 
this  hiftory,  we  ihail  be  too  often 
fummoned  to  explain  the  land-tax, 
the  capitation,  and  the  heavy  con¬ 
tributions  of  corn,  wine,  oil,  and 
meat,  which  were  exaded  front 
the  provinces,  for  the  ufe  of  th^ 
court,  the  army,  and  the  capital* 


Jn  Account  of  the  Fsd\  of  Palmyra 
under  Zenobia  ;  and  of  that  ac~ 
complifped  Princefs  herjelfy  and  hef 
Secretary y  the  learned  and  Jub~ 
//V/Ti?  Longinus.  From  the  Hif¬ 
tory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  by  Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq. 

A'  URELIAN  had  no  fooner  fe- 
cured  the  perfon  and  pro-’ 
vinces  of  Tetricus,  than  he  turn¬ 
ed  his  arms  againft  Zenobia,  the 
celebrated  queen  of  Palmyra  and 
the  Eaft.  Modern  Europe  has’ 
produced  feveral  illuftrious  women 
who  have  fufiained  with  glory  the 
weight  of  empire  ;  nor  is  cur  own 
age  deftitute  of  fuch  diftinguiflied 
charaders.  But  Zenobia  is  per¬ 
haps  the  only  female,  vvhofe  fu- 
perior  genius  broke  through  the 
fervile  indolence  impoled  on  her 
lex  by  the  climate  and  manners  of 
Alia,  She  claimed  her  defcent 
from  the  Macedoidan  kings  of 
Egypt,  equalled  in  beauty  her  an- 
certor  Cleopatra,  and  far  furpafied 
that  princefs  in  chaftity  *  and  va- 

fake  of  poftefity. 
leiteraied  the  expeii- 

\o\xft 


*  She  never  adniitted  her  -  hulbnnd's  embtaces  but  for  tlie 
If  her  hopes  were  baflied,  in  the  enibing  riionth  The 
Kind. 

% 
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lour.  Zcnobia  was  efleemed  the 
moil  lovely  as  well  as  the  moil 
heroic  of  her  fex.  She  was  of  a 
daril:  complexion  (for  in  fpeaking 
of  a  lady,  chefe  trifles  become  im¬ 
portant).  Her  teeth  were  of  a 
pearly  whitenefs,  and  her  large 
black  eyes  fparkled  with  uncom¬ 
mon  fire,  tempered  by  the  moft  at- 
tradive  fweetnefs.  Her  voice  was 
flrong  and  harmonious.  Her  man¬ 
ly  underiianding  was  flrengthened 
and  adorned  bv  fludv.  She  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
but  pofl'eiTed  in  equal  perfection 
the  Greek,  the  Svriac,  and  the 
Egyptian  languages.  She  had 
drawn  up  for  her  own  ufe  an  epi¬ 
tome  of  oriental  hiflory,  and  fa¬ 
miliarly  compared  the  beauties  of 
Homer  and  Plato  under  the  tuition 
of  the  fublime  Lonpinus. 

This  accompliflied  woman  gave 
her  hand  to  Odenathus,  who 
from  a  private  ftation  raifed 
hirnfelf  to  the  dominion  of  the 
Eaft.  She  foon  became  the 
friend  and  companion  of  a  hero. 
In  the  intervals  of  war,  Odena- 
thus  paflionateiy  delighted  in  the 
exercife  of  hunting  ;  he  purfued 
with  ardour  the  wild  bealh  of  the 
dcfert,  lions,  panthers,  and  bears ; 
and  the  ardour  of  Zenobia  in  that 
dangerous  amulement  wa-  not  in¬ 
ferior  to  his  own.  She  had  inured 
her  conilitution  to  fatigue,  dif- 
dained  the  ufe  of  a  covered  car- 
riage,  generally  appeared  on  horfe- 
back  in  a  military  habit,  and 
fcnietimes  marched  feveral  miles 
on  foot  at  the  head  of  the  troops. 
The  fuccefs  of  Odenathus  was  in 
a  great  meafure  afcribed  to  her  in¬ 
comparable  prudence  and  for¬ 


UT 

titude.  Their  fplendid  viflories 
over  the  Great  King,  whom  they 
twice  purfued  as  far  as  the  gates 
of  Ctefiphon,  laid  the  foundations 
of  their  united  fame  and  power. 
The  armies  which  they  command¬ 
ed,  and  the  provinces  which  they 
had  faved,  acknowledged  not  any 
other  fovereigns  than  their  invin¬ 
cible  chiefs.  The  fenate  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  Rome  revered  a  flrangef 
who  had  avenged  their  captive  em¬ 
peror,  and  even  the  infenfible  fort 
of  Valerian  accepted  Odenathus 
for  his  ligitimate  colleague. 

After  a  fuccefsful  expedition 
againfl  the  Gothic  plunderers  of 
Afla,  the  Palmyrenian  prince  re¬ 
turned  to  the  city  of  Einefa  in  Sy¬ 
ria.  Invincible  in  war,  he  was 
there  cut  off  by  domellic  treafon, 
and  his  favourite  amufement  of 
hunting  was  the  caufe,  or  at  leafl:' 
the  occafidn,  of  his  death.  His 
nephew,  Maeonius,  prefumed  to 
dart  his  javelin  before  that  of  his 
uncle  ;  and  though  admonilhed  of- 
his  error,  reneated  the  fame  info-^ 
lence.  As  a  monarch  and  as  a 
fportfman,  Odenathus  was  provok¬ 
ed  :  took  away  his  horfe,  a  mark ' 
of  ignominy  among  the  barbarians, 
and  chaflifed  the  rafh  youth  by  a 
Ihort  confinement.  The  offence- 
was  foon  forgot,  but  the  punifli- 
ment  was  remembered  ;  and  Ma;o- 
nius,  with  a  few  daring  affociates, 
aflaflinated  his  uncle  in  the  midfT 
of  a  great  entertainment,  Herod,, 
the  fon  of  Odenathus,  though  not 
of  Zenobia,  a  young  man  of  a 
foft  and  effeminate  temper  wa$ 
killed  with  his  father.  But  Mae- 
onius  obtained  only  the  pleafure  of 
revenge  by  this  bloody  deed.  He 


^  Odenathus  and  Zenobia  often  fent  him,  from  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy, 
prefenis  of  gems  and  toys,  which  he  received  with  infinite  delight. 


had 
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had  fcarcely  time  to  affume  the 
title  of  Auguftus,  before  he  was 
facrificed  by  Zenobia  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  her  hufband 

With  the  affiftance  of  his  moil 
faithful  friends,  fhe  immediately 
filled  the  vacant  throne,  and  go¬ 
verned  with  manly  counfels  Pal¬ 
myra,  Syria,  and  the  EaH,  above 
five  years.  By  the  death  of  Ode- 
nathus,  that  authority  was  at  an 
end  which  the  fenate  had  granted 
him  only  as  a  perfonal  diiiin<flion  ; 
but  his  martial  widow,  difdaining 
both  the  fenate  and  Galiienus, 
obliged  one  of  the  Roman  gene¬ 
rals,  who  was  fent  again rt  her,  to 
retreat  into  Europe,  with  the  lofs 
of  his  army  and  his  reputation. 
Inftead  of  the  little  paffions  which 
fo  frequently  perplex  a  female 
•  reign,  the  Ready  adrniniilration  of 
Zenobia  was  guided  by  the  moft 
judicious  maxims  of  policy.  If  it 
was  expedient  to  pardon,  Ihe  could 
calm  her  refentment :  if  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  puniih,  Rie  could  impofe 
filence  on  the  voice  of  pity.  Her 
Rrift  osconomy  was  accufed  of  ava¬ 
rice  ;  yet  on  every  proper  cccafion 
jhe  appeared  magnificent  and  li¬ 
beral.  The  neighbouring  Rates  of 
Arabia,  Armenia,  and  Ferfia^ 
dreaded  her  enmity,  and  folicited 
her  alliance.  To  the  dominions 
of  Odenathus,  which  extended 
from  the  Euphrates  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Bithynia,  his  widow  ad¬ 
ded  the  inheritance  of  her  ancef- 
tors,  the  populous  and  fertile 
kingdom  of  Egypt.  The  Em¬ 
peror  Claudius  acknowledged  her 
merit,  and  was  content,  that, 
while  he  purfued  the  Gothic  war, 
Jhe  Riould  aRert  the  dignity  of  the 


empire  in  the  EaR.  The  conducl^ 
however,  of  Zenobia  was  attend¬ 
ed  with  fome  ambiguity  ;  nor  is  it 
unlikely  that  Ihe  had  conceived  the 
defign  of  ere6ling  an  independent 
and  hoRile  monarchy.  She  blend¬ 
ed  with  the  popular  manners  of 
Roman  princes  the  Rately  pomp  of 
the  courts  of  Alia,  and  exaded 
from  her  fubjeds  the  fame  adora¬ 
tion  that  was  paid  to  the  fuccelTors 
of  Cyrus.  ShebeRowedon  her  three 
fons  a  Latin  education,  and  often 
Ihewed  them  to  the  troops  adorned 
with  the  imperial  purpl^.  For  her- 
felf  Rte  referved  the  diadem,  with 
the  fplendid  but  doubtful  title  of 
Queen  of  the  EaR. 

When  Aurelian  paRed  over  into 
Afia,  againR  an  adverfary  whofe 
fex  alone  could  render  her  an  ob- 
jed  of  contempt,  his  prefence  re- 
Rored  obedience  to  the  province 
of  Bithynia,  already  lhaken  by  the 
arms  and  intrigues  of  Zenobia. 
Advancing  at  the  head  of  his  le¬ 
gions,  he  accepted  the  fubmiffion 
of  Ancyra,  and  was  admitted  into 
Tyana,  after  an  obRinate  fiege,  by 
the  help  of  a  perfidious  citizen. 
The  generous  though  fierce  temper 
of  Aurelian  abandoned  the  traitor 
to  the  rage  of  the  fpidlers :  a  fu- 
perRitious  reverence  induced  him 
to  treat  with  lenity  the  country¬ 
men  of  Apollonius  the  philofopher. 
Antioch  was  deferted  on  his  ap¬ 
proach,  till  the  emperor,  by  his 
ialutary  edids,  recalled  the  fugi¬ 
tives,  and  granted  a  general  par¬ 
don  to  all  who,  from  neceffity  ra¬ 
ther  than  choice,  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  Palmy- 
renian  queen.  The  unexpeded 
mildnefs  of  fuch  a  condud  recon- 


X  Some  v«ry  unjuft  fijfpiclons  have  been  call  on  Zenobia,  as  if  (lie  was  ac- 
ceffary  to  her  huft>and’s  death. 

I 


died 
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died  the  minds  of  the  Syrians, 
and,  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Emefa, 
the  willies  of  the  people  feconded 
the  terror  of  his  arms. 

Zenobia  would  have  ill  deferved 
her  reputation,  had  fhe  indolently 
permitted  the  emperor  of  the  Weft 
to  approach  within  an  hundred 
miles  of  her  capital.  The  fate  of 
the  Eaft  was  decided  in  two  great 
battles,  fo  fimilar  in  almoft  every 
circumllance,  that  we  can  fcarcely 
diftinguifn  them  from  each  other, 
except  by  obferving  that  the  firft 
was  fought  near  Antioch,  and  the 
fecond  near  Emefa.  In  both,  the 
queen  of  Palmyra  animated  the  ar¬ 
mies  by  her  prefence,  and  devolv¬ 
ed  the  execution  of  her  orders  on 
Zabdas,  who  had  already  fignaliz- 
ed  his  military  talents  by  the  con- 
queft  of  Egypt*  The  numerous 
forces  of  Zenobia  conftfted  for 
the  moft  part  of  light  archers,  and 
of  heavy  cavalry  clothed  in  com¬ 
plete  fteel.  The  Moorifti  and  Il¬ 
lyrian  horfe  of  Aurelian  were  un¬ 
able  to  fullain  the  ponderous  charge 
of  their  antagonifts.  They  fled  in 
real  or  alFedled  diforder,  engaged 
the  Palmyrenians  in  a  laborious 
purfuit,  haralTed  them  by  a  deful- 
tory  combat,  and  at  length  dif- 
comlited  this  impenetrable  but  un¬ 
wieldy  body  of  cavalry.  The 
light  infantry,  in  the  mean  time, 
when  they  had  exhaufted  their 
quivers,  remaining  without  pro- 
te<5lion  againft  a  clofer  onfet,  ex- 
pofed  their  naked  Tides  to  the 
fwords  of  the  legions.  Aurelian 
had  chofen  thefe  veteran  troups, 
who  were  ufually  ftationed  on  the 


Upper  Danube,  and  whofe  valour 
had  been  feverely  tried  in  the  Alle- 
mannic  war.  After  the  defeat  of 
Emefa,  Zenobia  found  it  impofli- 
ble  to  colIe<ft  a  third  army.  As 
far  as  the  frontier  of  Egypt,  the 
nations  fubjedl  to  her  empire  had 
joined  the  ftandard  of  the-  con¬ 
queror,  who  detached  Probus,  the 
braveft  of  his  generals,  to  pofTefs 
himfelf  of  the  Egyptian  provinces. 
Palmyra  was  the  laft  refource  of 
the  widow  of  Odenathus.  She 
retired  within  the  walls  of  her 
capital,  made  every  preparation 
for  a  vigorous  refiftance,  and  de¬ 
clared,  with  the  intrepidity  of  a 
heroine,  that  the  laft  moment  of 
her  reign  and  of  her  life  fliould  be 
the  fame. 

Amid  the  barren  deferts  of  Ara¬ 
bia,  a  few  cultivated  fpots  rife  like 
iflands  out  of  the  fandy  ocean. 
Even  the  name  of  Tadmor,  or 
Palmyra,  by  its  flgnification  in  the 
Syriac  as  well  as  in  the  Latin  lan¬ 
guage,  denoted  the  multitude  of 
palm-trees  which  afforded  fnade 
and  verdure  to  that  temperate  re¬ 
gion.  The  air  was  pure,  and  the 
foil,  watered  by  fome  invaluable 
fprings,  was  capable  of  producing 
fruits  as  well  as  corn.  A  place 
pofleflTed  of  fuch  lingular  advan¬ 
tages,  and  lituated  at  a  convenient 
diftance*,  between  the  gulph  of 
Perfia  and  the  Mediterranean,  was 
foon  frequented  by  the  caravans 
which  conveyed  to  the  nations  of 
Europe  a  conflderable  part  of  the 
rich  commodities  of  India.  Pal¬ 
myra  infenfibly  increafed  into  an 
opulent  and  independent  city,  and 


*  It  was  five  hundred  and  thirty-feven  miles  from  Seleucia,  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  from  the  neareft  coaft  of  Syria,  according  to  the  reckoning  of 
Pliny,  who  in  a  few  words,  (Hift.  Nat.  v«  ai)  gives  an  excellent  deferip- 
tion  of  Palmyra. 
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conneding  the  Roman  and  the 
Parthian  monarchies  by  the  mu¬ 
tual  benches  of  commerce^,  was  fuf- 
fered  to  obferve  an  humble  neutra¬ 
lity,  till  at  length,  after  the  vido- 
ries  of  Trajan,  the  little  republic 
funk  into  the  bofom  of  Rome,  and 
flourilhed  more  than  one  hundred 
and  hfty  years  in  the  fubordinate 
though  honourable  rank  of  a  co¬ 
lony.  It  was  during  that  peace¬ 
ful  period,  if  we  may  judge  from 
a  few  remaining  inferiptions,  that 
the  wealthy  Palmyrenians  con- 
Uruded  thofe  temples,  palaces, 
and  porticos  of  Grecian  architec¬ 
ture,  whofe  ruins,  fcattered  over 
an  extent  of  feveral  miles,  have 
deferved  the  curiofity  of  our  tra¬ 
vellers.  The  elevation  of  Odena- 
thus  and  Zenobia  appeared  to  re- 
new  fplendour  on  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  Palmyra,  for  a  while, 
flood  forth  the  rival  of  Rome  : 
but  the  competition  was  fatal,  and 
ages  of  profperity  were  facrificed 
to  a  moment  of  glory*. 

In  his  march  over  the  Tandy  de- 
fert,  between  Emefa  and  Palmyra, 
the  Emperor  Aurelian  was  perpe¬ 
tually  haralTed  by  the  Arabs  ;  nor 
could  he  always  defend  his  army, 
and  efpecially  his  baggage,  from 
thofe  flying  troops  of  adlve  and 
daring  robbers,  who  watched  the 
moment  of  furprife,  and  di reeled 
the  flow  purfuit  of  the  legions,. 
The  flege  of  Palmyra  was  an  ob- 
jedl  far  more  difhcult  and  impor- 
cant,  and  the  emperor,  who  with 
kicefiant  vigour  prefled  the  attacks 
in  perfon,  was  himfelf  wounded 


with  a  dart.  “  The  Roman  pea- 
**  pie,”  fays  Aurelian,  in  an  ori¬ 
ginal  letter,  fpeak  with  con- 
“  tempt  of  the  war  which  I  am 
waging  againfl:  a  woman.  They 
are  ignorant  both  of  the  cha^- 
ra£ler  and  of  the  power  of  Ze-. 
nobia.  It  is  impoffible  to  enu- 
“  merate  her  warlike  preparations, 
of  ftones,  of  arrows,  and  of 
“  every  fpecies  of  roiflile  weapons. 
Every  part  of  the  walls  is  pro- 
vided  with  two  or  three  baUji<£, 
“  and  artificial  fires  are  thrown 
“  from  her  military  engines.  The 
fear  of  punifhment  has  armed 
her  with  a  defperate  courage. 
“  Yet  I  trull  Hill  in  the  protecting 
“  deities  of  Rome,  who  have  hi- 
therto  been  favourable  to  all  my 
undertakings.”  Doubtful,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  protedion  of  the 
gods,  and  of  the  -event  of  the 
iiege,  Aurelian  judged  it  more 
prudent  to  offer  terms  of  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  capitulation:  to  the 
queen,  a  fplendid  fetreat  ;  to  the 
citizens,  their  ancient  privileges. 
His  propofals  were  obflinately  re- 
jeded,  and  the  refufal  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  infult.  , 

The  firmnefs  or  Zenobia  was 
fupported  by  the  hope,  that  in  a 
.very  fhort  time  famine  would  com¬ 
pel  the  Roman  army  to  repafs 
the  defert ;  and  by  the  reafonable 
expedation  that  the  kings  of  the 
Eai't,  and  particularly  the  Perfiaa 
monarch,  would  arm  in  the  dc-^ 
fence  of  their  moil  natural  ally. 
But  fortune  and  the  perfeveranc^ 
of  Aurelian  overcome  every  ob« 


Some  Englilli  travellers  from  Aleppo  difeovered  the  ruins  of  Palmyra, 
about  the  end  of  ti’.e  lalt  century.  Our  curiofity  has  been  fince  gratified  in  a 
more  fplendid  manner  by  JMefficurs  Wood  and  Dawkins.  For  the  hiftory  of 
Palmyra,  we  may  c'onfult  the  mafierly  differtation  of  Dr.  Halley,  in  the  Philo- 
fuphical  Tranfadions  5  Lowthorp’s  Abridgment,  vol.  iii.p.  jiS- 
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ftade.  The  death  of  Sapor,  which 
happened  about  this  time,  dif- 
trafted  the  councils  of  Perfia,  and 
the  inconfiderable  fuccours  that  at¬ 
tempted  to  relieve  Palmyra,  were 
eafily  intercepted  either  by  the 
arms  or  the  liberality  of  the  em¬ 
peror.  From  every  part  of  Syria, 
a  regular  fucceffion  of  convoys  fafe- 
ly  arrived  in  the  camp,  which  was 
increafed  bv  the  return  of  Probus 
with  his  victorious  troops  from  the 
conquelt  of  Egypt,  It  was  then 
that  Zenobia  refolved  to  fly.  She 
mounted  the  fleetefl:  of  her  drome¬ 
daries*',  and  had  already  reached 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  about 
lixty  miles  from  Palmyra,  when 
fhe  was  overtaken  by  the  purfuit 
of  Aurelian’s  light  horfe,  feized, 
and  brought  back  a  captive  to  the 
feet  of  the  emperor.  Her  capital 
foon  afterwards  furrendered,  and 
was  treated  with  unexpected  lenity. 
The  arms,  horfes,  and  camels, 
with  an  i.mmenfe  treafure  of  gold, 
filver,  fllk,  and  precious  {tones, 
were  all  delivered  to  the  conqueror, 
who  leaving  only  a  garrifon  of  fix 
hundred  archers,  returned  to  Eme- 
fa,  and  employed  fome  time  in 
the  diftriburion  of  rewards  and 
puniihments  at  the  end  of  fo  me¬ 
morable  a  war,  which  reftored  to  ' 
the  obedience  of  Rome  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces  that  had  renounced  their 
allegiance  fince  the  captivity  of 
Valerian. 

When  the  Syrian  queen  was 
brought  into  the  prefence  of  Aure- 
lian,  he  fternly  alked  her.  Flow 
fhe  had  prefumed  to  rife  in  arms 
againft  the  emperors  of  Rome  ? 
The  anfwer  of  Zenobia  was  a  pru¬ 
dent  mixture  of  refpeCl  and  firm- 


nefs.  Becaufe  I  difdained  to 
**  confider  as  Roman  emperors  an 
“  Aureolus,  or  a  Gallienus.  You 
alone  I  acknowledge  as  my 
conqueror  and  my  fovereign.’* 
But  as  female  fortitude  is  com¬ 
monly  artificial,  fo  it  is  feldoni 
fleady  or  confiftent.  The  courage 
of  Zenobia  deferred  her  in  the 
hour  of  trial  ;  (he  trembled  at  the 
angry  clamours  of  the  foldiers, 
who  called  aloud  for  her  imme¬ 
diate  execution,  forgot  the  ge¬ 
nerous  dcfpair  of  Cleopatra,  which, 
file  had  propofed  as  her  model, 
and  ignominioufly  purchafed  life 
by  the  facrifice  of  her  fame  and, 
her  friends.  It  was  to  their  coun- 
fels,  which  governed  the  weaknefs 
of  her  fex,  that  (he  imputed  the 
guilt  of  her  obftinate  refiftance  ; 
it  was  on  their  heads  that  (he  di- 
reCled  the  vengence  of  the  cruel 
Aurelian.  The  fame  of  Longinus, 
who  was  included  among  the  nu¬ 
merous  and  perhaps  innocent  vic¬ 
tims  of  her  fear,  will  furvive  that 
of  the  queen  who  betrayed,  or  the 
tyrant  who  condemned  him.  Ge¬ 
nius  and  learning  were  incapable 
of  moving  a  fierce  unlettered  foI« 
dier,  but  they  had  ferved  to  ele¬ 
vate  and  harmonife  the  foul  of 
Longinus.  Without  uttering  a 
complaint,  he  calmly  followed  the 
executioner,  pitying  his  iinhappy' 
miflrefs,  and  beftowing  comfort  oa 
his  afflicted  friends. 

Returning  from  the  conqueil  of 
the  Ealf,  Aurelian  had  already 
eroded  the  flreights  which  divide 
Europe  from  Afia,  when  he  was 
provoked  by  the  intelligence  that 
the  Palmyrenians  had  mafiacred, 
the  governor  and  garrifon  which 


*  Though  the  camel  is  a  heavy  beaft  of  burthen,  we  may  learn  from  BuF- 
fun  and  Shaw,  that  the  dromedary  is  iwifter  than  the  fleeteft  fiorfe^ 
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•lie  had  left  among  them,  and  again 
ere^ied  the  ftandard  of  revolt. 
Without  a  moment’s  deliberation, 
he  once  more  turned  his  face  to¬ 
wards  Syria.  Antioch  was  alarm¬ 
ed  by  his  rapid  approach,  and  the 
helplefs  city  of  Palmyra  felt  the 
irrefiftible  weight  of  his  refent- 
ment.  We  have  a  letter  of  Aure- 
lian  himfelf,  in  which  he  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  old  men,  women, 
children,  and  peafants,  had  been 
involved  in  that  dreadful  execu¬ 
tion,  which  fhould  have  been  con¬ 
fined  to  armed  rebellion  ;  and  al¬ 
though  his  principal  concern  feems 
diredled  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
a  temple, of  the  Sun,  he  difcovers 
fome  pity  for  the  remnant  of  the 
Palmyrenians,  to  whom  he  grants 
the  permiffion  of  rebuilding  and 
inhabiting  their  city.  But  it  is 
cafier  to  defiroy  than  to  reftore. 
The  feat  of  commerce,  of  arts, 
and  of  Zenobia,  gradually  funk 
into  an  obfcure  town,  a  trifling 
fortrefs,  and  at  length  a  miferable 
village.  The  prefent  citizens  of 
Palmyra,  confiding  of  thirty  or 
forty  families,  had  erefted  their 
mad  cottages  within  the  fpacious 
court  of  a  magnificent  temple. 


Mijtory  and  fre/ent  State  of  the  cele. 
hrated  Mount  St.  Michael,  near 
Granville,  in  France,  one  of  the 
moft  celebrated  State-pri/ons  of  that 
Kingdom  ;  in  a  Letter  from  Natha¬ 
niel  Wraxall,y»«,  Efq.  i'rom  Mr. 
WraxalPs  late  Tour  through  the 
Weftern,  Southern,  and  interior 
Provinces  of  France,  added  to 
his  Memoirs  of  the  Kings  of 
France  of  the  Floufe  of  Valois, 
lately  pwblifhed* 


Granville,  Wednefday, 

^  •^cth  Auguft,  1775. 
I  NHERE  is  perhaps  no  plea- 
^  fure  greater,  than  that  of 

communicating  pleafure  received  ; 
and,  as  admiration  is  one  of  the  moft 
elegant  and  interefting  fources  from 
which  it  can  be  drawn,  we  ufually 
liften  with  extreme  readinefs  to 

any  addrefles  made  to  that  paflion  ; 
I  W'ifh  to  prepare  you  for  a  recital, 
in  which  the  marvellous  and  the 
aftonifhing  may  predominate  ; 
though  you  may  do  me  the  juftice 
to  believe,  they  will  ever  be  un¬ 
der  the  guidance  of  truth. 

Superftition,  the  parent  of  a 
thoufand  evils  to  mankind,  has  yet 
given  rife  to  fuch  extraordinary 

and  magnificent  productions  in 

every  age,  as  almoft  incline  one 
to  pardon  her 'crimes  and  follies. 
I  am  juft  returned  from  the  furvey 
of  one  of  the  firft  of  thefe  ;  and 
fhall  endeavour  to  addrefs  my  im- 
perfeCl  defcription  of  it  to  your 
heart  and  affeClions. 

I  left  Coutances  Monday  even¬ 
ing.  The  diftance  to  this  town  is 
only  fix  leagues,  through  a  conti¬ 
nuation  of  the  fame  agreeable 
country  which  I  have  already 
painted  to  you  Defirous  to  vifit 
the  celebrated  Mont  St.  Michel,  I 
hired  two  horfes,  and  fet  out  early 
yeilerday  morning.  It  is  about 
twenty  mile  from  Granville,  and 
the  road  lying  along  the  fea-fhore, 
renders  it  very  pleafant.  I  got  to 
Genet,  a  little  village,  before 
neon.  From  hence  it  is  only  a 
league  to  the  Mount;  but  as  it 
lies  entirely  acrofs  the  fands,  which 
are  only  pafTable  at  low  tide,  it 
becomes  indifpenfibly  requifite  to 
procure  a  guide.  I  did  fo,  and 

arrived 
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arrived  there  at  one  in  the  after¬ 
noon. 

This  extraordinary  rock — for  it 
is  no  more — rifes  in  the  middle  of 
the  bay  of  Avranches,  Nature  has 
completely  fortified  one  fide,  by 
its  craggy  and  almoft  perpendicular 
defcent,  which  renders  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  for  courage  or  addrefs, 
however  coufummate,  to  fcale  or 
mount  it.  The  ocher  parts  are 
furrounded  by  walls  fenced  with 
femil  unar  towers  in  the  Gothic 
manner  ;  but  fufficiently  ftrong, 
fuperadded  to  the  advantages  <  .  .s 
fituation,  to  defpife  all  a!  ack. 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  be¬ 
gins  a  ftreec  or  town,  which  winds 
round  its  bafe  to  a  confiderable 
heighth.  Above,  are  chambers, 
where  prifoners  of  flate  are  kept, 
and  other  buildings  intended  for 
refidence  ;  and  on  the  fummit  is 
eredled  the  abbey  itfelf,  occupy¬ 
ing  a  prodigious  fpace  of  ground, 
and  of  a  ftrength  and  folidity  equal 
to  its  enormous  fize  :  fince  it  has 
Hood  all  the  Itorms  of  Heaven,  in 
this  elevated  and  expofed  fituation, 

during  many  centuries. - 1  fpent 

the  whole  afternoon  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  this  edifice  ;  and  as 
the  Swifs  who  conduced  me 
through  them,  found  he  could  not 
gratify  my  curiofity  too  minutely, 
he  left  no  apartment  or  chamber 
unfeen. 

The  Saif  de  Chevalerle,  or 
knight’s  hal|,  reminded  me  of  that 
at  Marienbourg  in  Polifh  Pruflia. 
It  is  equally  fpacious ;  but  more 
barbarous  and  rude,  becaufe  fome 
hundred  years  prior  in  its  eredlion. 
Here  the  knights  of  St.  Michael 
ufed  to  meet  in  folemn  convocation 
on  important  occafions.  They 
were  the  defenders  and  guardians 
pf  this  mountain  and  abbey,  as 


thofe  of  the  temple,  and  of  Saint 
John  of  Jerufalem,  were  to  ths 
holy  fepulchre,— At  one  end  is  a 
painting  of  the  archangel,  the  pa¬ 
tron  of  their  order ;  and  in  this 
hall  Louis  the  Eleventh  firft  indi- 
tuted,  and  inverted  with  the  infig- 
nia  of  knighthood,  the  chevaliers  ' 
of  the  crofs  of  St.  Michael. 

We  palfed  on  through  feveral 
leffer  rooms  into  a  long  partage, 
on  one  fide  of  which  the  Swifs ' 
opened  a  door,  and  through  a 
narrow  entrance,  perfedly  dark, 
he  led  me,  by  a  fecond  door,  into 
an  apartment,  or  dungeon— for  it 
rather  merited  the  latter  than  the 
former  appellation— in  the  middle 
of  which  rtood  a  cage.  It  was 
compofed  of  prodigious  wooden 
bars  ;  and  the  wicket  which  ad¬ 
mitted  into  it  was  ten  or  twelve 
inches  in  thicknefs.  I  went  into 
the  infide  :  the  fpace  it  comprifed 
was  about  twelve  feet  fquare,  or 
fourteen  ;  and  it  might  be  nearly 
twenty  in  heighth.  This  was  the 
abode  of  many  eminent  victims  in 
former  ages,  whofe  names  and  mi- 
feries  are  now  obliterated  and  for¬ 
gotten. 

“  There  was,”  fald  my  con¬ 
ductor,  **  towards  the  latter  end 
“  of  the  laft  century,  a  certain 
“  news-writer  in  Holland,  who 
‘‘  had  prefumed  to  print  fome  very 
fevere  and  farcartic  relleCtions  on 
“  Madame  de  Maintenon,  and 
Louis  the  Fourteenth.  Some 
‘‘  months  after  he  was  induced, 
by  a  perfon  fent  exprefsly  for 
“  that  purpofe,  to  make  a  tour 
“  into  French  Flanders.  The  in- 
“  Itant  he  had  quitted  the  Dutch 
territories,  he  was  put  under 
arreft,  and  immediately,  by  his 
“  majerty’s  exprefs  command, 
**  conducted  to  this  place.  They 
L  3  fhut 
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fhut  him  up  in  this  cage.  Here 
he  lived  upwards  of  three-and- 
“  twenty  years ;  and  here  he,  at 

‘‘  length,  expired. - During  the 

long  nights  of  winter,”  con- 
tinued  the  man,  no  candle  or 
**  fire  was  allowed  him.  He  was 
not  permitted  to  have  any 
book.  He  faw  no  human  face 
“  except  the  gaoler,  who  came 
once  every  day  to  prefent  him, 
**  through  a  hole  in  the  wicket, 
his  little  portion  of  bread  and 
**  wine.  No  iiidruraent  was  given 
him,  with  which  he  could  de- 
hroy  himfelf ;  but  he  found 
means  at  length  to  draw  out  a 
nail  fi'om  the  wood,  with  which 
“  he  cut  or  engraved,  on  the  bars 
of  his  cage,  certain  lieurs  de  lis. 
and  armorial  bearings,  which 
formed  his,  only  employment 
and  recreation.”  Thefe  1  faw. 
and  they  are  indeed  very  curioudy 
performed,  with  fo  rude  a  tool. 

As  I  ftood  within  this  dreadful 
engine,  my  heart  funk  within  me. 
J  execrated  the  vengeance  of  the 
prince,  v^^ho,  for  fuch  a  trefpafs, 
could  inflidl  fo  difproporiionate 
and  tremendous  a  punillmient.  I 
thought  the  towers  and  pinnacles 
of  the  abbey  feemed  to  fliake,  as 
confcious  of  the  cruelty  committed 
in  their  gloomy  round  ;  and  I  hail- 
ened  out  of  this  fad  apartment, 
iriiprefied  with  feelings  cf  the 
deeped  pity  and  indignation. 

It  is  now  fifteen  years,”  faid 
the  Swifs,  fmce  a  gentleman 
terminated  his  days  in  that 
“  cage  ;  it  was  before  I  came  to 
reiide  here  :  but  there  is  one  in- 
**  dance  within  my  own  memory, 

Monfieur  de  F - ,  a  perfon 

of  rank,  was  conduced  here''  by 
command  of  the  late  king;  he 
remained  three  years  ihuc  up  in 


it,  I  fed  him  my felf  every  day.:J 
but  he  was  allowed  books  and 
**  candle  to  divert  his  mifery  ;  and 
**  at  length,  the  abbot,  touched 
with  his  deplorable  calamities, 
requefted  and  obtained  the  royal 
‘‘  pardon.  He  was  fet  free,  and 
‘‘  is  now  alive  in  France. 

The  fubterranean  chambers, 
added  he,  “  in  this  mountain,  are 
fo  numerous,  that  we  know  them 
not  ourfelves.  There  are  cer- 
tain  dungeons,  called  Oubliet- 
tes,  into  which  they  were  ac- 
cuftomed  anciently  to  let  down 
malefadlors  guilty  of  very  hei- 
“  nous  crimes  :  they  provided 
them  w'ith  a  loaf  of  bread  and 
**  a  bottle  of  wine  ;  and  then  they 
were  totally  forgotten,  and  left 
to  perilh  by  hunger  in  the  dark 
“  vault  of  the  rock,  This  pu- 
riilhment  has  not  however  been 
“  inllidfed  by  any  king  in  the  lall 
“  or  prefent  century.” 

We  continued  our  progrefs 
through  the  abbey.  He  led  me 
into  a  chamber,  in  one  corner  of 
which  was  a  kind  of  window;  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  wall  of  the 
building  was  a  very  deep  fpace  or 
hollow  of  near  a  hundred  feet  per¬ 
pendicular,  and  at  bottom  was 
another  window,  opening  to  the 
fea.  It  is  called  The  Ho  e  of  Mont- 
gjtneri.  The  hihory  of  it  is  this 
— — ”  You  will  recoiled:,  that  in 
the  year  1559,  Henry  the  Second, 
king  of  France,  was  unfortunately 
killed  at  a  tournament  by  the 
Count  de  Moiitgomeri.  It  was  not 
intended  on  that  nobleman’s  part  ; 
and  he  was  forced,  contrary  to  his 
inclination,  to  pulh  the  lance 
againil  his  fovereign,  by  his  ex- 
prefs  command.  He  was  a  Hu- 
gonot,  and,  having  efcaped  the 
mafiacre  of  Paris  and  Coligni, 

made 
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made  head  againfl  the  royal  forces 
in  Normandy,  fupported  by  our 
Elizabeth  with  arms  and  money. 
Being  driven  from  his  fortrefles  in 
thofe  parts  he  retired  to  a  rock, 
calied  the  ’Tombelaine.  This  is 
another,  fimilar  to  the  Mont  Saint 
Michel y  only  three  quarters  of  a 
league  diftant  from  it,  and  of 
nearly  equal  dimenfions.  At  that 
time  there  was  a  caftle  on  it,  after¬ 
wards  demolifiied,  and  of  which 
fcarce  any  veftiges  now  remain. 
From  this  fallnefs,  onlv  acceifible  at 
low  tides,  he  continually  made  ex- 
curfions,  and  annoyed  the  enemy, 
who  never  dared  to  attack  him. 
lie  coined  money,  laid  all  the  ad¬ 
jacent  county  under  contribution, 
and  rendered  himfelf  univerfally 
dreaded.  Delirous  however  to  fur- 
prize  the  Mont  St.  Michel y  he  found 
means  to  engage  one  of  the  monks 
reiident  in  the  abbey,  who  pro- 
miled  to  give  him  the  fignal  for 
his  entcrprize,  by  difplaying  a 
handkerchief.  The  treacherous 
monk  having  made  the  fignal,  be¬ 
trayed  him,  and  armed  all  his  af- 
fociates,  who  waited  Montgomeri’s 
arrival.  7’he  chieftain  came  at¬ 
tended  by  fifty  chofen  foldiers,  de- 
fperace,  and  capable  of  any  at¬ 
tempt.  They  crofTed  the  fand, 
and  having  placed  their  fcaling- 
ladders,  mounted  one  by  one  :  as 
they  came  to  the  top,  they  were 
difpatched  each  in  turn,  without 
noife.  Montgomeri,  who  follow¬ 
ed  lad,  at  length  difeovered  the 
perfidy,  and  efcaped  with  only  two 
of  his  men,  with  whom  he  regain¬ 
ed  the  Tomhelaine.  They  preferve 
with  great  care  the  ladders  and 
grappling-irons  ufed  on  this  occa- 
fion. — You  perhaps  remember  the 
fubfequent  fate  of  the  Count  him- 
fclf.  He  was  at  laft  befieged  and 
taken  pri Toner  by  the  Marechal 


de  Matignon,  in  1574,  at  Domfront 
in  Normandy  ;  and  Catherine  of 
Medicis,  who  deteded  him  for  his 
having  been,  though  innocently, 
the  caufe  of  her  huftand^s  death, 
ordered  him  to  be  immediately  ex¬ 
ecuted. 

The  church  itfelf  detained  me  a 
long  time,  and  is  matter  of  high 
curiofity.  It  reds  on  nine  pillars 
of  mod  enormous  dimenfions, 
which  dand  upon  the  folid  rock. 
I  did  not  meafure  them  ;  but,  as 
far  as  the  gloominefs  of  the  place 
would  admit,  1  apprehend  that 
each  of' them  mud  be  five-and- 
twenty  feet  in  circumference  :  be- 
fides  thefe,  there  are  two  others, 
of  much  inferior  fize,  which  fup- 
port  the  centre  of  the  chinch,  over 
which  is  the  tower.  If  the  pro¬ 
digious  incumbent  weight  be  con- 
fidcred,  and  the  nature  of  its  fi- 
tuation,  nothing  lefs  malTy  could 
fuilain  the  edifice.  T'hey  feem  as 
if  defigned  to  outlive  the  ravages 
of  time,  and  the  convulfions  of 

nature— - But  before  we  enter  the 

church  itfelf,  I  mud  inform  you  of 
the  abfurd  and  legendary  caufe, 
which  fird  produced  it. 

In  the  reign  of  Childebert  the 
Second,  there  was  a  bifhop  of 
Avranches  named  St.  Aubert.  To 
this  holy  man,  the  archangel  Mi¬ 
chael  was'  pleafed  to  appear  one 
night,  and  order  him  to  go  to 
this  rock,  and  there  build  him  a 
church.  St.  Aubert,  who  feems 
to  have  been  a  little  incredulous, 
treated  it  as  a  dream  :  the-  angql 
came  again,  repeated  his  injunc¬ 
tion,  and  not  being  obeyed,  the 
third  time,  he,  by  way  of  im¬ 
printing  it  on  the  bifhop’s  memory, 
made  a  hole  in  his  fkull,  by  touch¬ 
ing  it  with  his  thumb.  In  the  trea- 
fury  of  the  church  I  faw  this  cu¬ 
rious  fkull.  It  is  enclofed  in  a  lif- 
L  4  '  tie 
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tie  fhrine  of  gold,  and  a  cryllal, 
which  opens  over  the  orifice,  ad¬ 
mits  the  gratification  of  curiofity 
by  the  minuteft  examination  of  it. 
The  hole  is  of  a  fize  and  lhape 
juftly  proportioned  to  the  thumb 
fuppofed  to  have  produced  it,  and 
whether  done  with  a  knife,  or  by 
what  means  it  is  perforated,  I  can¬ 
not  determine.  The  biftiop,  how¬ 
ever,  upon  this  fenfible  mark  of 
the  divine  pleafure,  delayed  no 
longer  ;  but  repaired  to  the  rock, 
and  conftrufted  a  fmall  church,  as 
he  had  been  commanded. — Here 
fable  ends ;  and  true  hiftory  fup- 
plying  its  place,  informs  us,  that 
it  was  in  966,  when  Richard  the 
Second  duke  of  Normandy  began 
to  build  the  abbey.  It  was  com- 
pleated  about  the  year  107c,  un¬ 
der  William  the  Conqueror,  though 
many  other  additions  were  made 
by  /Succeeding  abbots. 

The  treafury  is  crowded  with 
relics  innumerable,  among  which 
home  few  have  a  real  and  intrinfic 
value.  There  is  a  fine  head  of 
Charles  the  Sixth  of  France  cot  in 
cryftal,  which  drew  my  attention. 
They  have  got,  heaven  knows  by 
what  means,  an  arm  of  Edward 
the  ConfeiTor’s ;  and  they  Ihewed 
me  another,  of  St,  Richard,  King 
Gf  England,  Who  this  faint  and 
prince  was,  I  confefs,  is  beyond 
my  comprehenfion.  I  am  fure 
they  could  not  term  Richard  the 
Firft  fo,  unlefs  his  crufade  againft 
Saladine  wiped  out  all  his  fins, 
and  canonized  him.  Richard  the 
Second  has  no  better  pretenfions  to 
fan£lity.  I  do  not  mention  him 
who  fell  at  Bofworth  :  fo  that  who 
this  royal  faint  was^  I  muft  leave 
you  to  divine.  As  to  the  monks, 
they  know  nothing  about  it ;  but 
they  Were  pofitive  he  was  a  king 
of  Eflgland.^i.— —n-An  enormous 


golden  cockle  -  Ihell,  weighing 

many  pounds,  given  by  Richard 
the  Second  duke  of  Normandy, 
when  he  founded  the  abbey,  is 
worthy  remark. 

In  the  middle  of  the  choir 
hangs  a  ftone,  which  is  faid  to 
have  fallen  on  the  head  of  Louis 
the  Eleventh  at  the  fiege  of  Be- 
fan90n,  without  doing  him  th? 

fmallell:  injury.  1  his,  he  con¬ 

ceived,  and  with  reafon,  muft  have 
been  owing  to  fome  wondrous  di¬ 
vine  interpofuion  ;  for  the  ftone 
weighs,  I  Ihould  fuppofe,  at  leaft 
ten  pounds.  Louis,  though  the 
greateft  monfter  who  ever  filled  a 
throne,  was  yet,  at  times,  ex¬ 

ceedingly  pious  ;  he  ufed  to  come 
very  often  in  pilgrimage  to  Mo7it 
St.  Michel',  and  he  ordered  this 
ftone  to  be  fufpended  by  a  chain  in 
the  choir,  and  left  an  annual  fum 
in  lands  to  maintain  priefts  to  fay 
maftes,  for  his  prefervation  from 
fo  i  nsminent  a  danger. 

1  he  refedory,  the  cloifters,  the 
cells  of  the  monks,  are  all,  (or 
rather  they  have  been)  very  mag¬ 
nificent  and  fpacious  ;  but  a  vaft 
fum  of  money  is  wanted  to  put 
the  whole  in  repair,  and  reinftate 
what  the  lapfe  of  ages  defaces  anfi 
deforms.  One  of  the  great  towers 
is  cracked  and  ftiaken.  They 
have  written  repeatedly  to  the  mi- 
niftry,  to  know  his  majefty’s  plea¬ 
fure  refpeding  it  ;  but  no  anlwer 
has  been  returned.  It  will  pro¬ 
bably  tumble  fopn,  apd  muft  ne- 
ceflarily,  from  its  prodigious 
heighth  and  fize,  draw  with  it  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  adjoining 
edifices. 

The  late  king  fequeftered  the 
revenues  of  the  abbey,  which  are 
very  ample.  A  prior  is  fubftituted 
inftead  of  the  abbot,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  religious  reduced  from  thirty 

to 
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to  fourteen.  Perhaps  a  few  years 
more  may  even  extinguifh  thefe  ; 
and  St.  Michael  himfelf,  though 
compofed  of  gold,  be  melted  down 
,to  fupport  the  expence  of  a  bal 
pare — It  is  at  perfent  confidered 
rather  as  a  prifon  of  ftate,  and  will 
more  probably  be  repaired  on  that 
account,  than  as  an  eredtion  of 
piety.  The  apartments  are,  at  this 
time,  occupied  by  many  illullrious 
captives,  who  have  been  fent  here 
by  Lettres  de  cachet^  for  crimes  of 
ftate.  They  are  detained  in  ftridler 
or  eafier  confinement,  according 
to  the  royal  mandate.  There  are 
in  one  range  of  rooms  eight,  who 
eat  at  a  round  table  together. 
They  are  allowed  each  a  pint  of 
wine  ;  but  neither  knives  or  forks 
are  ever  given  them,  left  they 
fhoald  commit  fuicide,  to  efcape 
the  horrors  of  captivity.  No  per- 
fon  is  permitted  to  enter  that  di- 
vifion  where  they  live,  or  can  hold 
any  converfation  with  them.  Four 
of  thefe  are  fent  here  fince  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  his  prefent  majefty. 
'I'here  are  others  who  have  the  li¬ 
berty  of  going  into  every  part  of 
the  Mount  without  reftraint ;  but 
to  profit  of  this  permifficn  they 
mull  be  habited  as  priells,  and,  of 
confequence,  univerfally  known. 
To  efcape,  one  ftiould  fuppofe  im- 
poffible — but  what  cannot  human 
fubtlety  efrecl,  when  pufhed  to  de- 
ipair  ?  It  is  only  fixteen  days  fince 

a  Monfieur  de  C - ,  who  had 

been  confined  ten  months,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  an  attempt  to  fet  him¬ 
felf  free.  I  was  Ihewn  the  place 
from  whence  he  let  himfelf  down 
by  a  rope  :  it  is  near  an  hundred 
feet  perpendicular.  He  crofted  the 
fands  immediately,  while  the  fea 
was  low  ;  and  it  is  imagined  he 
has  embarked  for  Jerfey  or  Eng- 
8  ' 
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land,  as  no  intelligence  has  been 
received  concerning  him. 

Some  apartments  are  deftined  to 
a  fpecies  of  wretches  yet  more  de^ 

^orable - _I  mean  to  lunatics. 

There  are  feveral  of  high  rank. 
In  the  cloyfters  of  the  abbey,  a 
perfon  accofted  me  in  very  polite 
terms.  He  was  apparently  above 
fifty  years  of  age  ;  his  habit  was 
fqualid  ;  at  his  button-hole  hun? 
a  crofs  of  St.  Michael,  fantaftically 
adorned  with  ribbons.  His  face, 
though  browm,  and  fickly,  had  a 
fornewhat  noble,  commanding,  and 
engaging;  his  hair  of  a  deep 
black,  mixed  with  grey,  hung 
floating  upon  his  ftioulders ;  and 
over  his  whole  perfon  was  an  air 
of  dignity  in  ruin.  Jt  was  the 
Marquis  de  R— ,  a  Breton  noble- 
man,  who  has  been  ftmt  up  here 
five  and  twenty  years.  He  is  in¬ 
fane,  but  harmlefs,  and  perfeftiy 
obfervant  of  all  the  forms  in  cul¬ 
tivated  life,— — None  but  perfons 
of  quality  are  ever  fent  here  on 
this  account. 

I  thought  the  age  of  pilgrimages 

had  been  at  an  end  in  all  Euro¬ 
pean  nations,  and  that  devotion 
contented  itfelf  w'lth  venerating  its 
faints  at  home— but  will  you  be¬ 
lieve  it,  when  I  alTare  you,  the 
number  of  pilgrims,  who  come 
annually  to  pay  their  vows  to  Saint 
IVIichael  at  this  Mount,  are  be¬ 
tween  eight  and  ten  thoufand } 
They  are  moftly  peafants,  and 
men  of  mean  occupations  ;  but 
even  among  the  noblefte  there  are 
not  wanting  thofe,  who  are  in¬ 
duced  to  make  this  journey  from 
principles  oF^  piety.  The  little 
town  is  fometimes  fo  crowded  with 
them,  that  not  a  bed  is  to  be  pro¬ 
cured.  1  faw  at  lead  fix  when  I 
was  there.  They  were  young  men 

and 
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and  women.  Their  habit  exa£lly 
correfponded  with  our  ideas  of 
them,  as  drawn  from  ancient  bal¬ 
lads.  Their  hats  were  covered 
with  cockle-lhells,  laced  round  the 
edges ;  and  on  the  crown  was  a 
^ilt  coronet,  above  which  was  the 
crofs.  A  ribbon  in  the  fame  form 
was  tied  acrofs  their  bread  ;  and 
all  over  their  deaths  were  placed 
little  images  of  St.  Michael  van- 
quiOiing  the  devil,  I  alked  them 
from  whence  they  came  f  They 
faid,  from  Champagne ;  a  very 
confderable  diftance,  acrofs  all 
France.  I  put  feveral  queliions  to 
them ;  and  they  would  willingly 
have  followed  me  when  I  went  up 
to  the  top  of  the  lleeple  ;  but  the 
Swifs,  who  was  well  accuftomed  to 
fee  thefe  poor  devotees  arrive,  re- 
pulfed  them  very  roughly  for  their 
temerity.  “  Que  diablel’^  fays 
he,  allez,  prier  le  bon  Saint 
**  Michel,  li  vous  voulez  !  Je  ne 
“  conduis  pas  le  menu  people  !’* 
The  poor  pilgrims  retired  imme¬ 
diately,  without  a  word.— : — It  is 
faid,  the  late  Dauphin  was  here 
incog,  about  nineteen  or  twenty 
years  ago  ;  and  the  old  man  who 
condufted  me  acrofs  the  fands,  af- 
fured  me  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
his  highnefs’s  guide,  without 
knowing  at  the  time  his  rank.  His 
character  was  that  of  a  bigot,  and 
I  am  not  at  all  furprifed  at  fach 
a  proof  of  it. — At  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  clofe  to  the  waves,  is  a 
very  fine  well  of  frefh  water ;  but 
as  this  might  and  would  be  un¬ 
doubtedly  polTefled  by  an  enemy 
in  cafe  of  a  liege,  they  have  con¬ 
trived  to  hollow  into  the  folid 
rock  cifterns  proportionate  to 
every  other  part  of  the  building, 
and  capable  of  containing  many 
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hundred  tuns  of  water ;  they  fay 
more  than  twelve  hundred.  Indeed, 
to  befiege  it  would  be  madnefs:  a 
hundred  men  might  defend  it 
againft  ten  thoufand  aifailants,  and 
any  number  of  velTels ;  nor  could 
it  be,  if  taken,  converted  to  any 
fort  of  ufe. 

The  town  itfelf  is  almoft  as  cu¬ 
rious  as  any  other  part  of  the 
Mount.  I  doubt  not  there  are 
many  houfes  in  it  five  or  fix  hun¬ 
dred  years  old}  and  I  did  not  fee 
one  which  feemeth  to  be  built  fince 
Louis  the  Eleventh’s  time.  The 
V'hole  number  of  perfons  refident 
in  the  abbey,  and  in  the  town, 
does  not  exceed  a  hundred  and 
eighty,  in  time  of  peace.  A  mi¬ 
litia,  compofed  of  the  bourgeofie, 
mount  guard,  to  prevent  any  of 
the  prifoners  from  efcaping.  In 
time  of  war  there  are  five  hundred 
foldiers  commonly  in  garrifon, 
and  they  affured  me,  fo  vail  and 
numerous  are  the  chambers  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts,  that  thirteen  thoufand 
might  be  difpofed  of  without  any 
fort  of  inconvenience. 

They  fell  little  legendary  books 
in  the  town  :  I  have  bought  them 
all,  in  hopes  to  find  fome  hiftorical 
anecdotes  or  tr.iditions  refpefting 
the  place,  and  the  various  important 
events  or  fieges  it  has  undergone  ; 
--hut  alas  !  this  is  a  vain  attempt. 
They  are  all  fiuir'ed  with  miracles, 
and  ahfurdities  too  ridiculous  to 
repeat  i  and  St.  Michael  and  St. 
Aubert  are  the  only  heroes  who 
make  any  figure  in  the  annals  of 
monkery.— I  would  moll  willingly 
have  infpe£Ied  the  archives  which 
are  laid  up  in  the  abbey  ;  but  this 
is  not  permitted.  It  muft  be  a 
very  curious  refearch,  iince  it  is 
probable  every  king  of  England, 
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from  the  Conqueror  to  Henry  the 
Third,  had  been  many  times  here 
from  motives  of  devotion  or  cu- 
rio/ity. 

In  the  year  1090,  Robert  duke 
of  Normandy,  and  William  Rufus, 
beiieged  their  brother  Henry  a  long 
time  in  the  Mont  St.  Mi'hel.  It 
mull  be  prefumed  they  were  ma¬ 
ilers  of  the  foot  of  the  rock ;  for 
otherwife  it  would  be  impraftica- 
ble  to  inveft  it.  The  prince  could 
never  have  been  reduced  to  fur- 
render  from  force;  but  he  wanted 
water,  and  from  this  necelfity  he 
was  on  the  point  of  yielding  the 
fortrefs  when  Robert,  with  that 
benevolence  and  generofity  which 
marked  his  character,  fent  him 
fome  pipes  of  wine  ;  and  this  fuc- 
cour,  (like  that  which  Henry  the 
Fourth  permitted  his  troops  to 
give  the  Parihans,)  enabled  Henry 
to  hold  out.  Rufus  reproached 
him  for  his  conduCf;  **  What,’* * 
faid  Robert;  “  lhali  we  fuffer  our 

brother  to  die  of  thirll?’' — And 
what  return  did  he  meet  with  ? 
An  imprifonment  of  twenty-eight 
years  in  a  vaulted  chamber  of 
Cardiff  callle,  where  he  expired. 


An  Account  of  the  finding  or  forging  of 
fome  njery  ingenious  Poems,  attri^ 
buted to  Thomas  Rowley,  a  Prieji 
of  Briftol,  in  the  fifteenth  Century, 
and  others  of  his  FeUonv-Citi%.ens 
and  Cotemporaries  ;  and  of  the 
Pieces  themfel'ves,  as  ^ell  as  the 

*very  extraordinary  P  erf  on  <^vho 
firfi  produced  them  ;  being  the  Pre¬ 
face,  Table  of  Contents,  Intro- 
dudlory  Account, Advertife- 

menc,  prefixed  to  the  Collection 
Df  theje  Pieces f  nevAy publijhed. 


PREFACE. 

The  poems,  which  make  the 
principal  part  of  this  col¬ 
lection,  have  for  fome  time  excited 
much  curiofity,  as  the  fuppofed 
productions  of  Thomas  Ronviey,  2 
prieft  of  Briftol,  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  VI.  and  Edward  IV.  They 
are  here  faithfully  printed  from 
the  moft  authentic  MSS.  that 
could  be  procured ;  of  which  a 
particular  defeription  is  given  in 
the  IntroduSiory  Account  of  the  federal 
pieces,  fubjoined  to  this  Preface. 
Nothing  more  therefore  feems  ne- 
ceffary  at  prefent,  than  to  inform 
the  reader  Ihortly  of  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  poems  were  frff 
brought  to  light,  and  of  the  au¬ 
thority  upon  which  they  are  aferib- 
ed  to  the  perfons  vvhofe  names 
they  bear. 

ITis  cannot  be  done  fo  fatisfac- 
torily  as  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
George  Catcott  of  Briftol,  to 
whofe  very  laudable  zeal  the  Pub¬ 
lic  is  indebted  for  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  colleClion. 
His  account  of  the  matter  is  this; 

The  firft  difeovery  of  certain 
**  MSS.  having  been  depofited  in 
Redclift  church,  above  three 
centuries  ago,  was  made  in  the 
year  1768,  at  the  time  of  open>- 
“  ing  the  new  bridge  at  Briftol, 
and  was  owing  to  a  publication 
in  Farley'' s  Weekly  f  ournal,  i  Oc- 
“  tober,  1768,  containing  an  Ac^ 
count  of  the  ceremonies  obfer^ed 
at  the  opening  of  the  old  bridge ^ 
taken,  as  it  was  laid,  from  a 
very  ancient  MS.  This  excited 
the  curiofity  of  fome  perfons  to 
enquire  after  the  original.  The 
“  printer,  Mr.  Farley,  could  give 
‘‘  no  account  of  it,  or  of  the  per- 

“  Ion 
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{on  who  brought  the  copy ;  but 
after  much  enquiry  it  was  dif- 
“  covered,  that  the  perfon  who 
brought  the  copy  was  a  youth, 
**  between  15  and  16  years  of 
age,  whofe  name  was  Thomas 
Chatterton,  and  whofe  family 
**  had  been  fextons  of  Redclift 
church  for  near  150  years.  His 
**  Father,  who  was  now  dead, 
“  ha,d  alfo  been  mailer  of  the  free- 
**  fchool  in  Pile-ftreet.  The  young 
**  man  was  at  hrft  very  unwilling 


to  difcovcr  from  whence  he  had 
“  the  original ;  but,  after  many 
“  promifes  made  to  him,  he  was 
at  laft  prevailed  on  to  acknow- 
‘‘  ledge,  that  he  had  received  this, 
“  together  njuith  many  other  MSS» 
from  his  father,  who  had  found 
“  them  in  a  large  cheil  in  an  up- 
per  room  over  the  chapel  on  the 
north  fide  of  Redclift  church.’* 
Soon  after  this  Mr.  Catcott 
commenced  his  acquaintance  with 
young  Chatterton  *,  and,  partly 

as 


*  The  hiftory  of  this  youth  is  fo  intimately  connefled  with  that  of  the  poems 
now  piiblifhed,  that  the  reader  cannot  be  too  early  apprized  of  the  principal  cii- 
cumftances  of  his  ihort  life.  He  v/as  born  on  the  zoth  of  November  175^5  and 
educated  at  a  charity-fchool  on  St.  Augullin’s  Back,  where  nothing  more  was 
taught  than  reading,  writing,  and  accounts.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  was 
articled  clerk  to  an  attorney,  with  whom  he  continued  till  he  left  Briltol  in 
April  1770. 

Though  his  education  was  thus  confined,  hp  difeovered  an  early  tyrn  towards 
poetry  and  Englilh  antiquities,  particularly  heraldry.  How  fopn  he  began  to 
be  an  author  is  not  known.  In  the  Tow/z  aud Country  Magazine  for  Marcli  1769, 
are  two  letters,  probably,  from  him,  as  they  are  dated  at  Briftol,  and  fubferibed 
with  his  ufiial  fignature,  D.  B.  The  firll  contains  fiiort  extracts  from  two 
MSS,  “  nmitten  three  hundred  year  $  ago  by  one  Ronjoley^  a  Monk,"  concerning 
drefs  ip  the  age  pf  Henry  II, }  the  other,  Ethel,gar,  a  Saxofi  poem"  in 
bombaft  profe.  In  the  fame  Magazine  for  May  1769,  are  three  communica^ 
tions  from  Briftol,  with  the  fame  fignature,  D.  B.  ‘viz,  Cerdick,  tra?iflated 
from  the  Saxon  (in  the  fame  ftile  with  Ethelgar),  p.  i.'^'^.—Ohfer’vations 

upon  Saxon  heraldry,  with  drawings  of  Saxon  atchie^ements,  &c.  p.  24.5. - 

Elinoure  and  Juga,  n.vritten  three  hundredyears  ago,  by  T.  Rowley,  a  fe~ 
cular  prhf,  p.  273.  In  the  fubfequent  months  of  1769  and  1770  there  arc 
feverai  other  pieces  in  the  fame  Magazine,  which  are  undoubtedly  pf  his  com- 
pofition. 

In  April  1770,  he  left  Briftol  and  came  to  London,  In  hopes  of  advancing 
his  fortune  by  his  talents  for  writing,  of  which,  by  this  time,  he  had  con¬ 
ceived  a  very  high  opinion.  In  the  profecution  of  this  fcheme,  he  appears  to 
have  almoft;  entirely  depended  upon  the  patronage  of  a  let  of  gentlemen,  whom 
an  eminent  author  long  ago  pointed  out,  as  not  the  <uery  <worJ}  judges  or  re- 
nxmrders  of  merit,  the  bookfellers  of  this  great  city.  At  his  firft:  arrival  in¬ 
deed  he  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  find  two  of  his  expe6ied  Maecenafes,  the  one  in 
the  King’s  Bench,  and  the  other  in  Newgate.  But  this  little  difappointment 
was  alleviated  by  the  encouragement  which  he  received  from  other  quarters; 
and  on  the  14th  of  May  he  writes  to  his  mother,  in  high  fpirlts  upon  tile 
change  in  his  fituation,  with  the  following  farcaftic  refleflion  upon  his  former 

patrons  at  Briftol.  “  As  to  Mr. — Mr. - ,  Mr. - ,  &c.  &c..  th^ 

rate  literary  lumber  fo  lonv,  that  I  beite-ve  an  author,  in  their  ejlimation,  miiji  be 
poor  indeed  I  But  here  matters  are  other^ife.  Had  Rowley  been  a  Londoner 
injiead  of  a  Bfiftowyan,  I  could  kaue  lived  by  copying  bis  voorks* 

In 
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as  prefents,  parfly  as  purchafes, 
procured  from  him  copies  of  many 
of  his  MSS.  in  profe  and  verfe. 
Other  copies  were  difpofed  of,  in 
the  fame  way,  to  Mr.  William 
Barrett,  an  eminent  furgeon  at 
Briftol,  who  has  long  been  enga¬ 
ged  in  writing  the  hiilory  of  that 
city.  Mr.  Barrett  alfo  procured 
from  him  feveral  fragments,  fome 
of  a  confiderable  length,  written 
upon  vellum,  which  he  afierted  to 
be  part  of  his  original  MSS.  Jn 
fhort,  in  thefpace  of  about  eighteen 
months,  from  Oftober  1768  to 
j^pril  1770,  befides  the  poems 
now  publiflied,  he  produced  as 
many  compolitions,  in  profe  and 
verfe,  under  the  names  of  Rowley, 
Canynge,  8cc.  as  would  nearly  fill 
fuch  another  volume. 

in  April  1770  Chatterton  went 
lo  London,  and  died  there  in  Au- 


guft  following  ;  fo  that  the  whole 
hiftory  of  this  very  extraordinary 
tranfadlion  cannot  now  probably 
be  known  with  any  certainty. 
Whatever  may  have  been  his  part 
in  it;  whether  he  was  the  author, 
or  only  the  copier  (as  he  conllant- 
ly  aflerted)  of  all  thefe  produc¬ 
tions  ;  he  appears  to  have  kept 
the  fecret  entirely  to  himfelf,  and 
not  to  have  put  it  in  the  power  of 
any  other  perfon,  to  bear  certain 
teftimony  either  to  his  fraud  or  to 
his  veracity. 

The  queftion  therefore  concern¬ 
ing  the  authenticity  of  thefe  poems 
mull:  now  be  decided  by  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  fragments  upon 
vellum,  which  Mr.  Barrett  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Chatterton  as  part  of  hii 
original  MSS.  and  by  the  internal 
evidence  which  the  feveral  pieces 
afford.  If  the  fragments  fhali  be 


In  a  letter  to  his  f  fter,  dated  30  May,  he  Informs  her,  that  h&  is  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  “  in  <zvritmg  a  voluminous  hiftory  of  London,  to  appear  in  numbers  the 
beginning  of  next  n.vinterP'  In  the  mean  tinae  he  had  written  fomething  in 
praife  of  the  Lord  M3>or  (Beckford)  which  had  procured  him  the  honour 
of  being  prefented  to  his  Lordfhip.  In  the  letter  jiitl  mentioned  he  gives  the 
following  account  of  his  reception,  with  fome  curious  obfervations  upon  poli¬ 
tical  writing  :  The  Lord  Mayor  received  me  as  politely  as  a  citizen  could. 
But  the  devil  of  the  matter  is,  there  is  no  money  to  be  got  of  this  fide  of  the 

queftion. — But  he  is  a  poor  author  who  cannot  write  on  both  fides. - Eftays 

on  the  patriotic  fide  will  fetch  no  more  than  what  the  copy  is  fold  for.  As 
the  patriots  themfelves  are  fearching  for  a  place,  they  have  no  gratuity  t« 

fpare. - On  the  other  hand,  unpopular  effays  will  not  even  be  accepted  5 

and  you  inuft  pay  ro  have  them  printed;  but  then  you  feldom  lofe  by  it,  as 
courtiers  aie  fo  fenfibleof  their  deficiency  in  merit,  that  they  generoufly  reward 
all  who  know  how  to  dawb  them  with  the  appearance  of  it.” 

Notwithftanding  his  employment  on  the  Hiftory  of  London,  be  continued 
to  write  inceflantiy  in  various  periodical  publications.  On  the  iith  of  July 
he  tells  his  filter  that  he  had  pieces  laft  month  in  the  Cnfpel  Magazine^  the 
'  Toivn  and  Country  ^  vise .  Maria  Friendlefs  ;  Falfe  Step;  Hunter  ot  Oddities; 
To  Mifs  Bufh,  &c.  Court  and  City  \  J.on.ion-,  Folitical  Regifter,  &c.  But  all 
thefe  exert'ons  of  his  genius  brought  in  fo  little  profit,  that  he  was  foon  re¬ 
duced  to  real  indigence;  from  which  he  was  relieved  by  death  (in  what  man¬ 
ner  is  not  certainly  known),  on  the  zAth  of  Auguft,  or  thereabout,  when 
i  he  wanted  near  three  months  to  complete  his  eighteenth  year.  The  floor  of 
'  his  chamber  was  covered  with  written  papers,  which  he  had  torn  into  fmali 
pieces;  but  there  was  no  appearance  (as  the  editor  has  been  credibly  informed) 

I  of  any  writings  on  parchment  or  vellum. 

judged 
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judged  to  be  genuine,  it  will  flill 
remain  to  be  determined,  how  far 
their  genuinenefs  fhould  ferve  to 
authenticate  the  reft  of  the  collec¬ 
tion,  of  which  no  copies  older  than 
thofe  made  by  Chatterton,  have 
ever  been  produced.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  writings  of  the  Frag¬ 
ments  ftiall  be  judged  to  be  coun¬ 
terfeit,  and  forged  by  Chatterton, 
it  will  not  of  neceffity  follow,  that 
the  matter  of  them  was  alfo  forged 
by  him,  and  ftili  lefs,  that  all  the 
other  compofitions,  which  he  pro- 
felled  to  have  copied  from  ancient 
MSS.  were  merely  inventions  of 
his  ovVn.  In  either  cafe,  the  de- 
cifion  muft  finally  depend  upon  the 
internal  evidence. 

It  may  be  expe6led  perhaps,  that 
the  Editor  Ihould  give  an  opinion 
upon  this  important  queftion  ;  but 
he  rather  choofes,  for  many  rea- 
fons,  to  leave  it  to  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  unprejudiced  and  intel¬ 
ligent  reader.  He  had  long  been 
defirous  that  thefe  poems  Ihould  be 
printed  ;  and  therefore  readily  un¬ 
dertook  the  charge  of  fuperintend- 
ing  the  edition.  This  he  has  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  the  manner,  which  feem- 
ed  to  him  beft  fuited  to  fuch  a  pub¬ 
lication  ;  and  here  he  means  that 
his  talk  Ihould  end.  Whether  the 
poems  be  really  ancient,  or  mo¬ 
dern  ;  the  compofitions  of  Row- 
ley,  or  the  forgeries  of  Chatterton : 
they  muft  always  be  confidered  as  a 
nioft  fingular  literary  curiolity. 

t 
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SEVERAL  PIECES,. 

Eclogue  the  First. 

Eclogue  the  Second, 
Eclogue  the  Third. 

Thefe  three  Eclogues  are  print¬ 
ed  from  a  MS.  furnilhed  by  Mr. 
Catcott,  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Thomas  Chatterton.  It  is  a  thin 
copy-  book  in  4to.  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  title  in  the  firft  page:  “  Echo 
gues  and  other  Poems  by  Thomas 
Rowley  ;  •njoith  a  Glojfary  and  An* 
noiatioHs  by  Thomas  Chatter- 
ton.” 


There 
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There  is  only  one  other  poem 
in  this  book,  viz.  the  fragment  of 
**  Godd’vuynj  a  'Tragedie.^^ 

Elinoure  and  Juga. — This 
poem  is  reprinted  from  the  To-ivn 
mnd  Country  Magazine  for  May 
1760,  p.  273.  It  is  there  entitled, 
“  Elinoure  and  "Juga,  Written  three 
hundred  years  ago  by  T ,  Ronvlevy  fe- 
ctilar  priefid^  And  it  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fubfcription  ;  “  D.  B.  Bri- 
llol.  May,  1769.’^  Chatterton 
foon  after  told  Mr.  Catcott,  that 
he  (Chatterton)  inferted  it  in  the 
Magazine. 

The  prefent  Editor  has  taken 
the  liberty  to  fupply  [between 
hooks]  the  names  of  the  fpeakers, 
at  ver.  22  and  29,  which  had  pro¬ 
bably  been  omitted  by  fome  ac¬ 
cident  in  the  firft  publication  ;  as 
the  nature  of  the  compoiition  feems 
to  require,  that  the  dialogue  fliould 
proceed  by  alternate  llanzas. 

Verses  to  Lydgyte. 

SoNGE  to  iELLA. 

Lydgate’s  Answer, 

Thefe  three  fmall  poems  are 
printed  from  a  copy  in  Mr.  Cac- 
cott’s  hand-writing.  Since  they 
were  printed  off,  the  Editor  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
them  with  a  copy  made  by  Mr. 
Barrett  from  the  piece  of  vellum, 
which  Chatterton  formerly  gave  to 
him  as  the  original  MS. 

The  Tour n ament. -—-This 
poem  is  printed  from  a  copy  made 
by  Mr.  Catcott,  from  one  in  Chac- 
terton’s  hand-writing. 

Sir  Simon  de  Bourton,  the  hero 
of  this  poem,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  firft  founder  of  a  church 
<i^dicated  to  cure  Ladiet  in  the 
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place  where  the  church  of  Saint 
Mary  RatclilFe  now  ftands.  Mr. 
Barrett  has  a  fmall  leaf  of  vel¬ 
lum  (given  to  him  by  Chattertont 
as  one  of  Rowley’s  original  MSS.) 
entitled,  “  Fita  de  Simon  de  Bour» 
ton^^  in  which  Sir  Simon  is  faid, 
as  in  the  poem,  to  have  begun  his 
foundation  in  confequence  of  a  vovr 
made  at  a  tournament. 

The  Dethe  op  Syr  Charle® 
Bawdin. — This  poem  is  reprint¬ 
ed  from  the  copy  printed  at  Lon¬ 
don  in  1772,  with  a  few  correc¬ 
tions  from  a  copy  made  by  Mfo 
Catcott,  from  one  in  Chatterton’® 
hand-writing. 

The  perfon  here  celebrated,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Syr  Charles 
din,  was  probably  Syr  Baldemoyn 
Fulford,  Knt.  a  zealous  Lanca- 
ftrian,  who  was  executed  at  Brifto^ 
in  the  latter  end  of  1461,  the  firft 
year  of  Edward  the  Fourth.  He 
was  attainted,  with  many  others, 
in  the  general  a£l  of  Attainder, 
I  Edw.  IV.  but  he  feems  to  have 
been  executed  under  a  fpecial  com- 
milTion  for  the  trial  of  treafons, 
&c.  within  the  town  of  BriftoL 
The  fragment  of  the  old  chronicle, 
publilhed  by  Hearne  at  the  end  of 
Sprotti  Chronica,  p.  289,  fays  only; 

Item  the  f aim y ere  (t  Edw,  IV.) 
<vms  taken  Sir  Balde^vine  Fulford and 
behedid  att  Brijlo^d’  But  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  more  fully  ftated  in  the  a£t 
which  pafled  in  7  Edw.  IV.  for  the 
reftitution  in  blood  and  eftate  of 
Thomas  Fulford,  Kat.  eldeft  fon 
of  Baldevvyn  Fulford,  late  of 
Fulford,  in  the  county  of  Devon- 
fiiire,  Knt.  Rot,  Pat.  '  ^  Edw.  IV. 
p.  i.m.  13.  The  preamble  of  this 
adl,  after  ftating  the  attainder  by 
the  act  I  Edward  IV.  goes  on  thus; 
“  And  alfo  the  faid  Baldewyn,  the 

faid 
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faid  fird  yere  of  yotir  noble  reign, 
at  Briftowe  in  the  fliereof  Brillowe, 
before  Henry  Erie  of  Effex  Wil¬ 
liam  Haftyngs  of  Haltyiigs  Knt. 
Richard  Chock  William  Canyng 
Maire  of  the  faid  towne  of  Bri- 
Bowe  and  Thomas  Young,  by  force 
of  your  letters  patentes  to  theym 
and  other  direde  to  here  and  de¬ 
termine  all  treefons,  &c.  doon 
withyn  the  faid  towne  of  Briftowe 
before  the  vth  day  of  September 
the  firft  yere  of  your  faid  reign, 
was  atteynt  of  dyvers  trefons  by 
him  doon  ayneft  your  Highnes 
If  the  commilRon  fate  foon 
after  the  vth  of  September,  as  is 
moft  probable.  King  Edward 
might  very  poflibly  be  at  Briflol  at 
the  time  of  Sir  Baldewyn’s  execu¬ 
tion  ;  for,  in  the  interval  between 
his  coronation  and  the  parliament 
which  met  in  November,  he  made 
a  progrefs  (as  the  Continuator  of 
Stowe  informs  us,  p.  416.)  by  the 
South  coaft  into  the  Weft,  and  was 
(among  other  places)  at  Briftol. 
Indeed  there  is  a  circumftance 
which  might  lead  us  to  believe, 
that  he  was  aflually  a  fpedator  of 
the  execution  from  the  minfter- 
window,  as  defcribed  in  the  poem. 
In  an  old  accompt  of  the  Procu¬ 
rators  of  St.  Ewin’s  church,  which 
was  then  the  minfter,  from  xx 
March  in  the  i  Edward  lY.  to 
I  April  in  the  year  next  enfuing, 
is  the  following  article,  according 
to  a  copy  made  by  Mr.  Catcott 
from  the  original  book, 

“  Item  for  nxjajhynge 
ihf  church  pay^en  ageyns 
Kynge  Ed<ward  ^th  is 
comynged* 


iiijd.  ob. 


u^LLA,  a  tragycal  enter! ude— 
This  poem,  with  the  Epijile,  Let¬ 
ter,  and  EntrodudUonne,  is  printed 


from  a  folio  MS.  furniftied  by  Mr. 
Catcott,  in  the  beginning  of  which 
he  has  written,  “  Chatcerton’s 
tranfcript,  1769.”  The  whole 
tranfcript  is  of  Chatterton’s  hand¬ 
writing. 

Goddwyn,  a  tragedie. — This 
fragment  is  printed  from  the  MS. 
mentioned  above,  in  Chatterton’s 
hand-writing. 

English  Metamorphosis. 
—This  poem  is  printed  from  a 
lingle  Iheet  in  Chatterton’s  hand¬ 
writing,  communicated  by  Mr. 
Barrett,  who  received  it  from 
Chatterton. 

Ballade  of'Charitie. — This 
poem  is  alfo  printed  from  a  fingle 
Iheet  in  Chatterton’s  hand-writ¬ 
ing. 

Battle  of  Hastings,  N®  i. 
Battle  of  Hastings,  N®  2. 

In  printing  the  firft  of  thefe 
poems  two  copies  have  been  made 
ufe  of,  both  taken  from  copies  of 
Chatterton’s  hand-writing,  the  one 
by  Mr.  Catcott,  and  the  other  by 
Mr.  Barrett.  The  principal  dif¬ 
ference  between  them  is  at  the 
end,  where  the  latter  has  fourteen 
lines  from  ver,  550,  which  are 
wanting  in  the  former.  The  fe- 
cond  poem  is  printed  from  a  ftngle 
copy,  made  by  Mr.  Barrett,  from 
one  in  Chatterton’s  hand-writing. 

It  ftiould  be  obferved,  that  the 
poem  marked  N®  i ,  was  given  to 
Mr.  Barrett  by  Chatterton  with 
the  following  title  ;  Battle  of 
Hafiings,  nvrote  by  L'urgot  the  Monk, 
a  Saxon,  in  the  tenth  century,  and 
tranjlated  by  Thomas  Ronvlie,  parif:^ 
preejle  of  St.  fohns  in  the  city  of 

Brifol, 
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Srtjiol,  in  the  year  1465. — The  re^ 
mainder  of  the  poem  I  ha^e  not  been 
happy  enough  to  meet  njoith.^^  Being 
afterwards  prefl  by  Mr.  Barrett  to 
produce  any  part  of  this  poem  in 
the  original  hand-writing,  he  at 
laft  faid,  that  he  wrote  this  poem 
himfelf  for  a  friend  ;  but  that  he 
had  another,  the  copy  of  an  ori¬ 
ginal  by  Rowley  :  and  being  then 
defired  to  produce  that  other  poem, 
he,  after  a  confiderable  interval 
of  time,  brought  to  Mr,  Barrett 
the  poem  marked  N®  2,  as  far  as 
ver.  530  inch  with  the  following 
title  ;  **  Battle  of  Hafyngs  by  Tur^ 
gotusy  tranfated  by  Roulie  for  W. 
Canynge  Efqd*  The  lines  from 
ver.  531  inch  were  brought  fome 
time  after,  in  confequence  of  Mr. 
Barrett’s  repeated  folicitations  for 
the  conclufion  of  the  poem. 

Onn  oure  Ladies  Chyrche. 

On  the  same. 

The  firfl:  of  thefe  poems  is  print¬ 
ed  from  a  copy  made  by  Mr.  Cat- 
cott,  from  one  in  Chatterton’s 
hand-writing. 

The  other  is  taken  from  a  MS. 
in  Chatterton’s  hand-writing,  fur- 
nifhed  by  Mr.  Catcott,  entitled, 

A  Difcourfe  on  Brifo<wei  by  Thomas 
Rowolied^ 

Epitaph  on  Robert  Ca¬ 
ny, nge. — This  is  one  of  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  vellum,  given  by  Chat- 
terton  to  Mr.  Barrett,  as  part  of 
his  original  MSS. 

The  Storie  op  William 
Canynge. — The  34  firft  lines  of 
this  poe.n  are  extant  upon  another 
of  the  vellum  fragments,  given  by 
Chatterton  to  Mr.  Barrett.  The 
remainder  is  printed  from  a  copy 
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furnifhed  by  Mr.  Catcott,  with 
fome  corredlions  from  another 
copy,  made  by  Mr.  Barrett  from 
one  in  Chatterton’s  hand-writing. 
This  poem  makes  part  of  a  profe- 
work,  attributed  to  Rowley,  giv¬ 
ing  an  account  of  Paintersy  Car- 
‘vellers.  Poets,  and  other  eminent 
natives  of  Briftol,  from  the  earllefl 
times  to  his  own.  The  whole 
will  be  publilhed  by  Mr.  Barrett, 
with  remarks,  and  large  additions  ; 
among  which  we  may  expedl  a 
complete  and  authentic  hiftory  of 
that  diftinguiOied  citizen  of  Bri- 
llol,  Mr.  William  Canynge,  In 
the  mean  time,  the  reader  may  fee 
feveral  particulars  relating  to  him 
in  Cambden*s  Britannia,  Somerfet, 

Col.  95.  - P^y  mePs  Faedera,$cQ» 

ann.  1449  &  1450* — Tanner' %  Not, 
Monaft.  Art.  Bristol  and  West- 
bur  y.  —  Dugdale's  War^ickjhire , 
p.  634. 

It  may  be  proper  juft  to  remark 
here,  that  Mr.  Canynge’s  brother, 
mentioned  in  ver.  129,  who  was 
lord  mayor  of  London  in  1456, 
is  called  Thomas  by  Stowe  in  his 
Lift  of  Mayors,  &c. 

The  tranfadlion  alluded  to  in 
the  laft  ftanza  is  related  at  laree  in 
fome  Profe  Memoirs  of  Rowley,  of 
which  a  very  incorredl  copy  has 
been  printed  in  the  Tonxjn  and 
Country  Magazine  for  November 
1775.  It  is  there  faid,  that  Mr. 
Canynge  went  into  orders,  to  avoid 
a  marriage,  propofed  by  King 
Edward,  between  him  and  a  lady 
of  the  Widdeville  family.  It  is 
certain,  from  the  Regifter  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Worcefter,  that  Mr. 
Canypge  was  ordained  Acolythe  by 
Bilhop  Carpenter  on  19  Septem¬ 
ber  1467,  and  received  the  higher 
orders  of  Subdeacon,  Deacon,  and. 
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Prieflf  on  the  i2tli  of  March, 
1467.  O.  S.  the  2d  and  i6th  of 
April,  1468,  refpedtively. 

On  Happiness,  by  William 
Canynge. 

OnNB  jOHNE  A  DaLBENIE, 
by  the  fame. 

The  Gouler^s  Requiem,  by 
the  fame. 

The  Accounte  of  W.  Ca- 

N  YN  GE’s  Fe  ASTE. 

Of  thefe  four  poems  attributed 
to  Mr.  Canynge,  the  three  firft 
are  printed  from  Mr.  Catcott^s 
copies.  The  laft  is  taken  from  a 
fragment  of  vellum,  which  Chat- 
terton  gave  to  Mr.  Barrett  as  an 
original.  The  Editor  has  doubts 
about  the  reading  of  the  fecond 
word  in  ver.  7,  but  he  has  printed 
it  keene^  as  he  found  it  fo  in  other 
copies.  The  reader  may  judge  for 
himfelf,  by  examining  \.\itFacJt- 
mile  in  the  op  polite  page. 

/With  refpet^l  to  the  three  friends 
of  Mr.  Canynge  mentioned  in  the 
laft  line,  the  name  of  Roavley  is 
fufficiently  known  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding  poems.  Jfcamum  appears 
as  an  ador  in  the  tragedy  of  ^lla, 
and  in  that  of  Godd'vuyn ;  and  a 
poem,  afcrihed  to  him,  entitled 

Phe  merry  Tricks  of  Laymington^^^ 
is  inferted  in  the  Difcorfe  of  Bri- 
fo^ved*  Sir  Theobald  Gorges  was  a 
knight  of  an  antient  family  feated 
ac  Wraxhall,  within  a  few  miles 
of  Briftol  [See  Rot.  ParL  3  H.  VI. 
'll.  28.  Leland^s  It  in,  vol.  Vll. 
p.  98.]  Fie  has  alio  appeared 
above  as  an  a(Jtor  in  both  the  tra¬ 
gedies,  and  as  the  author  of  one 
of  the  Mynf  relies  forges  in  JElla. 
His  connection  with  Mr.  Canynge 
is  verified  by  a  deed  of  the  latter, 
dated  20  OClober,  1467,  in  which 
he  gives  to  trultees,  in  part  of  a 


benefaction  of  50O  /.  to  the  church 
of  St.  Mary  RedcHlFe,  “  certain 
jenuells  of^u  Theobald  Gorges^  Knt.*' 
which  had  been  pawned  to  him 
for  160/. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  reader  is  defired  to  obferve, 
that  the  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the 
feveral  pages  are  all  copied  from 
MSS.  in  the  hand-writing  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Chatterton. 

We  ihall  give  a  fpecimen  of  the 
foregoing  pieces  in  our  article  of 
Poetry. 


Jl  Jhort  Account  of  William  Can- 
^  nings,  the  Per  Jon  fo  often  fnen- 
tioned  in  the  preceding  Article^ 
Founder  of  St.  Mary  RedclifFe’s 
Church  in  Briftol.  Wrote  by  the 
foregoing  Thornas  Roulie,  Prieft 
in  the  Year  1460.  ‘ 

I  Was  fadre  confeffour  to  mafteres 
Robert  and  maftre  William 
Cannings.  Maftre  Roberta  was  a 
man  after  his  fadre’s  own  harte, 
greedie  of  gaynes  and  fparyngs  of 
alms  deedi  ;  but  maftre  William 
was  mickle  courteoqs,  and  gave  me 
many  marks  in  my  needs.  At  the 
age  of  22  years  deceas’d  mafter 
Robertc,  and  by  mafter  William’s 
defyre,  bequeathed  me  one  hun¬ 
dred  marks  ;  1  went  to  thank  ma¬ 
ker  William  for  his  mickle  cour- 
teiie,  and  to  make  tender  of  my 
felfe  to  him.  Fadre,  quod  he,  I 
have  a  crotchett  in  my  brayne  that 
will  neede  your  aide.  Mafter  Wil¬ 
liam,  faid  I,  if  you  command  me 
1  will  go  to  Roome  for  you  ;  not 
fo  farr  diftant,  faid  he  :  I  ken  you 
for  a  mickle  learnd  prieft,  if  you 
will  leave  the  parylh  of  our  ladie, 
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and  travel  for  me,  it  lhall  be 
mickle  to  your  profits. 

I  gave  my  hands,  and  he  told 
mce  I  miiH  goe  to  all  the  abbiea 
and  pryorys,  and  gather  together 
auncient  drawyings,  if  of  anie  ac¬ 
count,  at  any  price.  Confented  1 
to  the  fame,  and  purfuant  fett  out 
the  Mundaie  following  for  the  mirf- 
ller  of  our  ladie  and  Sarah  Good- 
wyne,  where  a  drawing  of  a  Ifeeple, 
t;ontryvd  for  the  belles  when  runge 
to  fwaie  out  of  the  fyde  into  the 
ayrc,  had  I  thence  :  it  was  done 
by  Syr  Symon  de  Mainbrie,  who 
in  the  troublefomme  rayne  of  king 
Stephen  devoted  himfelfe,  and  was 
ftiorne. 

Hawkss  (howd  me  a  manufcript 
in  Saxonne,  but  I  was  onely  to 
bargayne  for  drawyngs. —  Fhe  next 
drawyings  I  metten  with  was  a 
church  to  be  reard,  fo  as  in  form 
of  a  crofs,  the  end  Handing  in  the 
ground,  a  long  manufcript  was  an¬ 
nexed.  Mafter  Canning  thought 
no  workman  could  be  found  handle 
enough  to  do  it. — The  tale  of  the 
drawers  deferveth  relation. — Tho¬ 
mas  de  Blanderville,  a  prccfle,  al¬ 
though  the  preelle  had  no  allows, 
lovd  a  fair  mayden,  and  on  her 
begett  a  fonn.  Thomas  educated 
his  fonn  ;  at  fixteen  years  he  went 
into  the  warrs,  and  neer  did  return 
for  five  years. — His  mother  was 
married  to  a  knight,  and  bare  a 
daughter,  then  fixteen,  who  was 
feen  and  lovd  by  Thomas,  fon  of 
Thomas,  and  married  to  him  un¬ 
known  to  her  mother,  by  Ralph  de 
Mefchlng,  of  the  Miniler,  who  in¬ 
vited,  as  cullom  was,  two  of  his 
brothers,  Thomas  de  Blunderville 
and  John  Hefchamme.  T  hoinas 
neverthelefs  had  not  leen  his  form 
for  five  years,  kennd  him  in- 
fiauntly  ;  and  learning  the  name 
of  the  bryde,  took  him  alyde  and 


difclofd  to  him  that  he  was  hi* 
fonn,  and  was  weded  to  his  own 
fillre. — Yoyng  Thomas  toke  on  fo 
that  he  was  (home. 

He  drew  manie  fine  drawyings 
on  glafs. 

The  abbott  of  the  minder  of  Pe-* 
terburrow  fold  it  me,  he  might 
have  bargaynd  20  marks ,  betce  • , 
but  mailer  William  would  not  de¬ 
part  with  it.  The  prior  of  Co 
ventree  did  fell  me  a  picture  of 
great  account,  made  by  Badilisn 
Y’allyanney  who  did  lyve  in  the 
rayne  of  kynge  Henrie  the  Firft, 
a  man  of  fickle  temper,  havying 
been  tendred  fyx  pounds  of  filvef 
for  it, 'to  which  he  faid  naie,  and 
afterwards  did  give  it  to  the  theft 
abott  of  Coventriee,  In  brief,  t 
gathered  together  manie  marks  va¬ 
lue  of  fine  drawyings,  all  the  works 
of  mickle  cunning. — -Mailer  Wil¬ 
liam  culld  the  mod  clioife  parts, 
but  hearing  of  a  drawying  in  Dur¬ 
ham  church  hee  did  fend  me. 

Fadree  you  have  done  mickle 
well,  all  the  chatilis  are  more  worth 
then  you  gave  ;  take  this  for  your 
paynes  :  fo  faying,  he  did  put  into 
my  hands  a  purfe  of  two  hun¬ 
dreds  good  pounds,  and  did  fay 
that  I  Ihould  note  be  in  need  :  I 
did  thank  him  moll  heartily. — - 
The  choife  drawying,  when  hla 
fad  re  did  dye,  was  begunii  to  be 
put  up,  and  fome  houfes  neer 
the  old  church  erafed  ;  It  was  drawn 
by  Afiema,  preelt  of  St.  Cutch- 
hurts,  and  otferd  as  a  drawyng  for 
Weitminlter,  but  call  afyde,  being 
the  tender  did  not  fpeak  French. 
—  1  had  now  mickle  of  ryches,  and. 
Ivvd  in  a  houle  on  the  hvH,  often 
repayring.s  to  m.drere  William, 
who  waj  now  lord  of  the  houi'e.  £ 
lent  him  mv  verfes  touching  liis 
church,  for  which  he  did  fend  me 
mickle  good  things.— -in  the  year 
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Kyng  Edward  came  to  Briftow, 
Mafter  Cannings  fend  for  me  to 
avoid  a  marriage  which  the  king 
was  bent  upon  between  him  and  a 
ladie  he  neer  had  feen,  of  the  fa- 
milee  of  the  Winddevilles,  the 
danger  where  nigh,  unlefs  avoided 
by  oneremidee,  an  holie  one,  which 
was,  to  be  ordained  a  fonn  of  holy 
church,  beyng  franke  from  the 
power  of  kynges  in  that  caufe,  and 
can  be  wedded, — Mr.  Cannings 
inftantly  fent  me  to  Carpenter,  his 
good  friend,  bilhop  of  Worcefter, 
and  the  Fryday  following  was  pre- 
paird,  and  ordaynd  the  next  day, 
the  daie  of  St.  Matthew,  and  on 
Sunday  fung  his  firlt  mafs,  in  the 
church  of  our  ladie,  to  the  aftonilh- 
ing  of  kyng  Edward,  who  was  fo 
furiouflymaddandravyings  withall, 
that  mafter  Cannings  was  wylling 
to  give  him  3000  markes,  which 
made  him  peace  again,  and  he  was 
admytted  to  the  prefence  of  the 
kyng,  ftaid  in  Briftow,  partook  of 
all  his  pleafures  and  paftimes  till 
he  departed  the  next  year. 

I  gave  mafter  Cannings  my  Bri¬ 
ftow  tragedy,  for  which  he  gave 
me  in  hands  twentie  pounds,  and 
did  praife  it  more  then  I  did  think 
my  felf  did  deferve,  for  I  can  fay 
an  troth,  I  was  never  proud  of  my 
verfes  fince  I  did  read  mafter  Chau¬ 
cer  ;  and  now  haveing  nought  to 
do,  and  not  wyling  to  be  ydle,  I 
went  to  the  minfter  of  our  Ladie 
and  Saint  Goodwin,  and  then  did 
purchafe  the  Saxon  manufcripts, 
itnd  fett  my  felf  diligentley  to  trail- 
ftate  and  ,worde  it  in  Englilli  metre, 
which  in  one  year  I  performed  and 
fettled  it  the  Battle  of  Haftyings  ; 
mafter  William  did  bargyin  for  one 
to  be  manufcript,  and  John  Pel¬ 
ham,  an  efqulre,  of  Aftiley,  for 
another,--Mafter  William  did  praife 
It  muckie  greatly,  but  advifed  me 


to  tender  it  to  no  man,  beying  the 
man  whofe  name  where  therein 
mentioned  would  be  offended.  He 
gave  me  20  markes,  and  I  did  goe 
to  Aftiley,  to  mafter  Pelham,  to 
be  payd  of  him  for  the  other  one 
I  left  with  him. 

But  his  ladie  being  of  the  family 
of  the  Fifcamps,  of  whom  fome 
things  are  faid,  he  told  me  he  had 
burnt  it,  and  would  have  me  burnt 
too  if  I  did  not  avaunt.  Dureing 
this  dinn  his  wife  did  come  out, 
and  made  a  dinn  to  fpeak  by  a 
figure  would  have  over  founded  the 
bells  of  our  Ladie  of  the  Cliffe  ;  I 
wa5  fain  content  to  gett  away  in 
a  fafe  fkin. 

I  wrote  my  Juftice  of  Peace, 
which  mafter  Cannings  advifed  me 
fecrett  to  keep,  which  I  did ;  and 
now  being  grown  auncienc  I  was 
feized  with  great  pains,  which  did 
coft  me  mickle  of  markes  to  be 
cured  off,— Mafter  William  offered 
me  a  Cannon’s  place  in  Weftbury 
Collige,  which  gladly  had  I  ac¬ 
cepted,  but  my  pains  made  me  to 
ftaie  at  home.  After  this  mif- 
chance  I  livd  in  a  houfe  by  the 
Tower,  which  has  not  been  repaird 
fince  Robert  Confull  of  Gloucefter 
repayrd  the  caftle  and  wall ;  here 
I  livd  warm,  but  in  my  houfe  on 
the  hyll  the  ayer  was  mickle  keen  ; 
fome  markes  it  coft  me  to  pur  it  in 
repair  niy  new  houfe,  and  brynging 
my  chatties  from  the  ould  ;  it  was 
a  fine  houfe,  and  I  much  marville 
it  was  untenanted.  A  perfon  greedy 
of  gains  was  the  then  poffeffour, 
and  of  him  I  did  buy  it  at  a  very 
fmall  rate,  having  lookd  on  the 
ground  works  and  mayne  fupports, 
and  fynding  them  ftaunch,  and 
repayrs  no  need  wanting,  I  did 
buy  of  the  owner,  Geoffry  Coombe, 
on  a  repayring  leafe  for  99  years, 
he  thinkying  it  would  fall  down 
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everle  day  ;  but  with  a  few  markes 
expence  did  put  it  up  in  a  manner 
neat,  and  therein  I  lyvd. 


Some  Account  of  the  P  rerogati^es  c . 

at  Sarum,  efpectally  of  the  Epif- 
copus  Puerorum;  a^ery  fngular 
Injiitution  obfer^ed  in  the  Cathe¬ 
drals  of  England  before  the  Re¬ 
formation  y  in  Memory  of  St.  Ni¬ 
cholas,  Bijhop  of  Myra,  in  Lycia, 
furnamed  the  Child  Biihop,  and 
the  Patron  of  young  Scholars  aynong 
the  Roman  Catholicks .  From  Sir 
John  Hawkins’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Science  and  Practice  of  Muhck, 

He  was  to  be  ele£led  from 
among  the  chorifters,  on  the 
anniverfary  of  St.  Nicholas,  being 
the  fixth  day  of  December  ;  was 
invefted  with  great  authority,  and 
had  the  ftate  of  a  diocefan  bifhop, 
from  the  time  of  his  election  until 
Innocent’s  Day,  as  it  is  called,  be¬ 
ing  the  28th  of  the  fame  month. 
He  was  to  bear  the  name  and  main¬ 
tain  the  ftate  of  a  biihop,  habited 
with  a  crofter  or  paftoral-ftalF  in  his 
hand,  and  a  mitre  on  his  head. 
His  fellows,  the  reft  of  the  children 
of  the  choir,  were  to  take  upon 
them  the  ftyle  and  office  of  pre¬ 
bendaries,  and  yield  to  the  biihop 
canonical  obedience  ;  and,  farther, 
the  fame  fervice  as  the  very  biihop 
himfelf,  with  his  dean  and  preben¬ 
daries,  had  they  been  to  officiate, 
were  to  have  performed,  the  very 
fame,  mafs  excepted,  was  done  by 
the  chorifter  and  his  canons,  upon 
the  eve  and  the  holiday.  The  ufe 
of  Sarum  required  alfo,  that  upon 
the  eve  of  Innocent’s  Day,  the 


chorifter  biihop,  with  his  fellows, 
fhould  go  in  folemn  procelfton  to 
the  altar  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in 
copes,  and  with  burning  tapers  in 
their  hands  ;  and  that,  during  the 
procelfton,  three  of  the  boys  ftiould 
ftng  certain  hymns,  mentioned  in 
the  rubric.  The  procelfton  was 
made  through  the  great  door  at  the 
w'eft  end  of  the  church,  in  fuch  or¬ 
der,  that  the  dean  and  canons  went 
foremoft,  the  chaplain  next,  and 
the  biihop,  with  his  little  preben¬ 
daries,  laft  ;  agreeable  to  that  rule 
in  the  ordering  of  all  procelftons, 
which  alftgns  the  rearward  ftation 
to  the  moft  honourable.  In  the 
choir  was  a  feat  or  throne  for  the 
biihop  ;  and  as  to  the  reft  of  the 
children,  they  were  difpofed  on 
each  ftde  of  the  choir,  upon  the  up- 
permoft  afcent.  And  fo  careful 
was  the  church  to  prevent  any  dif- 
order  which  the  rude  curiofity  of 
the  multitude  might  occafton  in  the 
celebration  of  this  lingular  cere¬ 
mony,  that  their  ftatutes  forbid  all 
perfons  whatfoever,  under  pain  of 
the  greater  excommunication,  to 
interrupt  or  prefs  upon  the  children, 
either  in  the  procelfton,  or  during 
any  part  of  the  fervice  dire£led  by 
the  rubric  ;  or  any  way  to  hinder 
or  interrupt  them  in  the  execution 
or  performance  of  what  it  concerned 
them  to  do.  Farther  it  appears, 
that  this  infant-bilhop  did,  to  a 
certain  limit,  receive  to  his  own 
ufe,  rents,  capons,  and  other  emo¬ 
luments  of  the  church. 

In  cafe  the  little  bifhop  died 
within  the  month,  his  exequies 
were  folemnized  with  great  pomp  ; 
and  he  was  interred,  like  other  bi- 
Ihops,  with  all  his  ornaments. 


\ 
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Valour t  Patrioiifmy  and  Friendjhip  ^ 
•weighed  in  the  Balance  of  Chrif- 
iianity.  By  Soarrie  Jenyns,  Efq. 
From  that  Gentleman^ s  celebrated 
View  of  the  Internal  Evidence 
of  the  Chiillian  Religion, 

My  third  propofiiion  is  this ; 

that  from  this  book  called 
the  New  Tellament,  may  be  col¬ 
lected  a  fyltem  of  ethics,  in  which 
every  moral  precept  founded  on 
reafon  is  carried  to  a  higher  degree 
of  purity  and  perfection,  than  in 
any  other  of  the  ancient  philofo- 
phers  of  preceding  ages ;  every 
moral  precept  founded  on  falfe 
principles  is  entirely  omitted,  and 
many  new  precepts  added,  pecu¬ 
liarly  correfpcndiug  with  the  new 
object  of  this  religion. 

By  moral  precepts  founded  on 
r.eaiori,  I  mean  all  thofe,  which  en¬ 
force  the  practice  of  fuch  duties  as 
reafon  informs  us  muil  irnpreve 
our  natures,  and  conduce  to  the 
liappinefs  of  mankind  :  fuch  are 
piety  to  God,  benevolence  to  men, 
juitice,  charity,  temperance,  and 
fobriety,  with  all  thofe,  which  pro¬ 
hibit  the  coramiiiion  of  the  con¬ 
trary  vices,  all  which  debafe  our 
natures,  and,  by  mutual  injuries, 
introduce  univerfal  diforder,  and 
confecjuently  univerfal  mifery.  By 
precepts  founded  on  falfe  princi¬ 


ples,  I  mean  thofe  which  rec6m- 
niend  fictitious  virtues  productive 
of  none  of  thefe  falutary  elFeCts, 
and  therefore,  however  celebrated 
and  admired,  are  in  faCt  no  virtues 
at  all  ;  fuch  are  valour,  patriotifra, 
and  friend !lh ip. 

That  virtues  of  the  jfirfi:  kind 
are  carried  to  a  higher  degree  of 
purity  and  perfection  by  the  chrif- 
tian  religion  than  by  any  other, 
it  is  here  unneceiTary  to  prove,  be- 
caufe  this  is  a  truth,  which  has  been 
fo  frequently  demonitrated  by  her 
friends,  and  never  once  denied  by 
the  molt  determined  of  her  adver- 
faries ;  but  it  will  be  proper  to 
fhew,  that  thofe  of  the  latter  fort 
are  moft  judicioufly  omitted  ;  he- 
cauie  they  have  really  no  intrinhe 
merit  in  them,  and  are  totally  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  genius  and 
fpirit  of  this  inilitution. 

Valour,  for  inltance,  or  aCtive 
courage,  is  for  the  molt  part  con- 
Ititutional,  and  therefore  can  have 
no  more  claim  to  moral  merit, 
than  wit,  beauty,  health,  llrength, 
or  any  other  endow'ment  of  the 
mind  or  body  ;  and  fo  far  is  it 
from  producing  any  falutary  elTeCts 
by  introducing  peace,  order,  or 
happinefs  into  fociety,  that  itis  the 
uiual  perpetrator  of  all  the  vio¬ 
lences,  w'hich  from  retaliated  in¬ 
juries  dillraCt  the  world  with  blood- 
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/Jied  and  devaflation.  It  is  the 
engine  by  which  the  ftrong  are 
enabled  to  plunder  the  weak,  the 
proud  to  trample  upon  the  humble, 
and  the  guilty  to  opprefs  the  inno¬ 
cent  :  it  is  the  chief  inftrument 
which  ambition  employs  in  her  un- 
jud  purfu  its  of  wealth  and  power, 
and  is  therefore  fo  much  extolled 
by  her  votaries:  it  was  indeed  con¬ 
genial  with  the  religion  of  pagans, 
whofe  gods  were  for  the  molt  part 
made  out  of  deceafed  heroes,  ex¬ 
alted  to  heaven  as  a  reward  for 
the  rnifchiefs  which  they  have  per¬ 
petrated  upon  earth,  and  therefore 
with  them  this  was  the  iirft  of  vir¬ 
tues,  and  had  even  engrofled  that 
denomination  to  irfelf ;  but  what¬ 
ever  merit  it  may  have  alTunied 
among  pagans,  with  chridians  it 
can  pretend  to  none,  and  few  or 
none  are  the  occahons  in  which  they 
are  permitted  to  exert  it:  they  are 
fo  far  from  being  allowed  to  inflict 
evil,  that  they  are  forbid  even  to 
refid  it;  they  are  fo  far  from  being 
encouraged  to  revenge  injuries,  that 
one  of  their  fird  duties  is  to  for¬ 
give  them  ;  lo  far  from  being  in¬ 
cited  to  dedroy  their  enemies,  that 
they  are  commanded  to  love  them, 
and  to  ferve  them  to  the  utmod 
of  their  power.  If  chridian  na¬ 
tions  therefore  were  nations  of 
chridians,  all  war  would  be  im- 
poflible  and  unknown  amongd 
them,  and  valour  could  be  neither 
of  life  or  edimation,  and  therefore 
could  never  have  a  place  in  the 
catalogue  of  chridian  virtues,  be¬ 
ing  irreconcileable  with  all  its 
precepts.  I  objedl  not  to  the  praife 
and  honours  bedowed  on  the  va¬ 
liant,  they  are  the  lead  tribute 
which  can  be  paid  them  by  thofe 
who  enjoy  fafety  and  affluence  by 
the  intervention  of  their  dangers 


and  fufferings ;  I  afTert  only  that 
adlive  courage  can  never  be  a 
chridian  virtue,  becaufe  a  chridian 
can  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Paflive  courage  is  indeed  fre¬ 
quently,  and  properly  inculcated, 
by  this  meek  and  fufFerir.g  leligion, 
under  the  titles  of  patience  and  re- 
fignation  :  a  real  and  iubdantial 
virtue  this,  and  a  diredl  contrad  to 
the  former ;  for  pafflve  courage 
arifes  from  the  nobled  difpofitions 
of  the  human  mind,  from  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  misfortunes,  pain,  and 
death,  and  a  confidence  in  the  pro- 
tedion  of  the  Almighty  ;  adtive, 
from  the  meaned :  from  paflion, 
vanity,  and  felf-dcpendance  :  paf- 
five  courage  is  derived  fiom  a  zeal 
for  truth,  and  a  peri'everance  in 
duty;  adive  is  the  offspring  of 
pride  and  revenge,  and  the  parent 
of  cruelly  and  injudice  :  in  fhort, 
paflive  courage  is  the  refolution  of 
a  philofopher,  adive  the  ferocity 
of  a  favage.  Nor  is  this  more  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  precepts,  than 
with  the  objed  of  this  religion, 
which  is  the  attainment  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ;  for  valour  is 
not  that  fort  of  violence,  by  which 
that  kingdom  is  to  be  taken  ;  nor 
are  the  turbulent  fpirits  of  heroes 
and  conquerors  admiffible  into 
thofe  regions  of  peace,  fubordina- 
tion,  and  tranquillity.  ' 

Patriotifm  alfo,  that  celebrated 
virtue  fo  much  pradifed  in  ancient, 
and  fo  much  profefl’ed  in  modern 
times,  that  virtue,  which  fo  long 
preferved  the  liberties  of  Greece, 
and  exalted  Rome  to  the  empire  of 
the  world  :  this  celebrated  virtue,  I 
fay,  mull  alfo  be  excluded  ;  becaufe 
it  not  only  falls  fhorc  of,  but  diredly 
counteracts,  the  extenfive  benevo¬ 
lence  of  this  religion.  A  chriiliaa  is 
of  no  country,  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
M  4  world  ; 
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world  ;  and  his  neighbours  and 
cofintrymen  are  the  inhabitants  of 
the  remctefl:  regions,  whenever 
their  diftrehes  demand  his  friendly 
affiflance :  chriftianity  commands 
us  to  love  all  mankind,  patriotifm 
to  opprefs  all  other  countries  to 
advance  the  imaginary  profperity 
of  our  own  :  chriftianity  enjoins 
us  to  imitate  the  univerfal  bene¬ 
volence  of  our  Creator,  who  pours 
forth  his  bleffings  on  every  nation 
upon  earth  ;  patriotifm  to  copy  the 
mean  partiality  of  an.Englilh  pa- 
lilh  officer,  who  thinks  injuftice 
and  cruelty  meritorious,  whenever 
they  promote  the  interells  of  his 
own  inconliderable  village.  This 
has  ever  been  a  favourite  virtue 
with  mankind,  becaufe  it  conceals 
felf-intereft  under  the  mafic  of  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit,  not  only  from  others, 
but  even  from  themfelves,  and 
gives  a  licence  to  inflict  wrongs 
and  injuries  not  only  with  impu¬ 
nity,  but  with  applaufe  ;  but  it  is 
fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  the 
great  charaderiflic  of  this  inftitu- 
tion,  that  it  never  could  have  been 
admitted  into  the  lift  of  chriflian 
virtues. 

Friendfhip  likewife,  although 
more  congenial  to  the  principles  of 
chriftianity,  ariling  from  more  ten¬ 
der  and  amiable  difpofttions,  could 
never  gain  admittance  amongft  her 
benevolent  precepts  for  the  fame 
reafon ;  becaufe  it  is  too  narrow  and 
confined,  and  appropriates  that  be¬ 
nevolence  to  a  fingle  objed,  which 
IS  here  commanded  to  be  extended 
over  all  ;  where  friendfhips  arife 
from  fimilarity  of  fentiments,  and 
difinterefted  affedions,  they  are 
advantageous,  agreeable,  and  inno- 
^ut  have  little  pretenfions  to 


merit;  for  it  is  juftly  obferved, 
“  If  ye  love  them  which  love  you, 
what  thanks  have  ye  ?  for  fin- 
ners  alfo  love  thofe,  that  love 
them*.”  But  if  they  are  formed 
from  alliances  in  parties,  fadions, 
and  interefts,  or  from  a  participa¬ 
tion  of  vices,  the  ufual  parents  of 
what  are  called  friendfhips  among 
mankind,  they  are  then  both  mif- 
chievous  and  criminal,  and  confe- 
quently  forbidden,  but  in  their  ut- 
moft  purity  deferve  no  recommend¬ 
ation  from  this  religion. 


Slavery  ah/olutely  inconfijietit  njoith^ 
and  e^ven  contrary  to,  found  Policy,, 
Humanity,  Reafon,  and  Jujlice', 
mjith  fome  Hints  to  thofe  <who  are 
not  to  be  mo^ed  by  fuch  Arguments^ 
for  the  better  Treatment  Sla^ves 
during  their  Paffage  from  Africa 
to  America  ;  and  on  the  Planta- 
tions  of  the  latter,  greatly  to  the. 
Advantage  of  their  O^vners,  as 
Hvell  as  thcmfelnjes.  From  the 
Abbe  Raynal's  Hiftoricai  and 
Political  Survey  of  the  European 
Settlements  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weft-Indies,  &c. 

IN  America  it  is  generally  be¬ 
lieved  and  afTerted,  that  the 
Africans  are  equally  incapable  of 
reafon  and  of  virtue.  The  following 
well-authenticated  fad  will  enable 
us  to  judge  of  this  opinion. 

An  Englifh  fhip  that  traded  in 
Guinea  in  1752,  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  furgeon  behind,  vvhofe 
bad  ftate  of  health  did  not  permit 
him  to  continue  at  Tea.  Murray, 
for  that  was  his  name,  was  theVe 
endeavouring  to  recover  his  health, 
when  a  Dutch  vefiel  drew  near  the 
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Luke  vi.  35 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  169 


coafl,  put  the  blacks  in  irons, 
whom  curiofity  had  brought  to  the 
fhore,  and  inltantly  failed  off  with 
their  booty. 

Thofe  who  interefted  themfelves 
for  thefe  unhappy  people,  incenfed 
at  fo  bafe  a  treachery,  inftantly 
ran  to  Cudjoc,  (a  black,  at  whofe 
houfe  Murray  lodged)  who  hopped 
them  at  his  door,  and  alked  them 
what  they  were  in  fearch  of.  The 
white  man,  who  is  with  you,”  re¬ 
plied  they,  who  fhould  be  put 
to  death,  becaufe  his  brethren  have 
carried  off  ours.”  ‘‘  The  Euro¬ 
peans,”  anfvvered  the  generous 
hod,  who  have  carried  off  our 
countrymen,  are  barbarians  ;  kill 
them  whenever  you  can  find  them. 
But  he  who  lodges  with  me  is  a 
good  man,  he  is  my  friend  :  my 
houfe  is  his  fortrefs ;  I  am  his  fol- 
dier,  and  I  will  defend  him.  Be¬ 
fore  you  can  get  at  him,  you  lhall 
pafs  over  my  body.  O  my  friends, 
what  juft  man  would  ever  enter  my 
doors,  if  I  had  fuffered  my  habita¬ 
tion  to  be  ftained  with  the  blood 
of  an  innocent  man.?”  This  dif- 
courfe  appeafed  the  rage  of  the 
blacks  :  they  retired  alhamed  of 
the  defign  that  had  brought  them 
there ;  and  fome  days  after  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  Murray  himfelf, 
how  happy  they  were  that  they  had 
not  committed  a  crime,  which 
would  have  occafioned  them  per¬ 
petual  remorfe. 

This  event  renders  it  probable, 
that  the  firft  imprefiions  which  the 
Africans  receive  in  the  new  world, 
determine  them  either  to  good  or 
bad  actions.  Repeated  experience 
confirms  the  truth  of  this  obferva- 
tion  :  thofe  who  fall  to  the  lhare 
of  a  humane  mafter,  willingly  ef- 
poufe  his  interefts.  They  infenfi- 
^ly  adopt  the  fpiri:  and  manners 


of  the  place  where  they  are  fixed. 
This  attachment  is  fometimes  ex¬ 
alted  even  into  heroifm.  A  Por- 
tiiguefe  Have  who  had  fled  into  the 
woods,  having  learnt  that  his  old 
mailer  had  been  taken  up  for  an. 
aiTafli nation,  came  into  the  court 
of  jullice,  and  acknowledged  him¬ 
felf  guilty  of  the  fadl;  let  himfelf 
be  put  in  prifon  in  lieu  of  his 
mafter;  brought  falfe,  though  ju¬ 
dicial,  proofs  of  his  pretended 
crime,  and  fuffered  death  inftead 
of  the  guilty  perfon.  A6lions  of 
a  lefs  heroical  nature,  though  not 
uncommon,  have  touched  the  hearts 
of  fome  colonilts.  Several  would 
readily  fay  as  Sir  William  Gooch, 
governor  of  Virginia,  when  he  was 
blamed  for  returning  the  falucation 
of  a  black  :  “  I  Ihould  be  very 
forry  that  a  (lave  ftiould  be  more 
polite  than  rriyfelf.” 

We  will  not  here  fo  far  debafc 
ourfelves  as  to  enlarge  the  ignomi¬ 
nious  lift  of  thofe  writers  who  de¬ 
vote  their  abilities  to  juftify  by 
policy  what  morality  condemns. 
In  an  age  w'here  fo  many  errors 
are  boldly  laid  open,  it  would  be 
unpardonable  to  conceal  any  truth 
that  is  interefting  to  humanity.  If 
whatever  we  have  hitherto  advanced 
hath  feemingly  tended  only  to  al¬ 
leviate  the  burden  of  flavery,  the 
reafon  is,  that  it  was  firft  neceffary 
to  give  fome  comfort  to  thofe  un¬ 
happy  beings,  whom  we  cannot 
fet  free ;  and  convince  their  op- 
preffors  that  they  are  cruel  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  real  interefts. 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  until  fome 
confiderable  revolution  ftiall  make 
the  evidence  of  this  great  truth 
felt,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
purfue  this  fubjeft  further.  We 
lhall  then  firft  prove,  that  there  is 
no  reafon  of  ftate  that  can  author! fe 
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flavery.  We  fhall  not  be  afraid  to 
cite  to  the  tribunal  of  reafon  and 
jiulice  thofe  governments  which 
tolerate  this  cruelty,  or  which  even 
are  not  afhamed  to  make  it  the 
bails  of  their  power, 

Montefquieu  could  not  prevail 
upon  himfelf  to  treat  the  quelfion 
concerning  flavery  in  a  ferious 
light.  In  reality  it  is  degrading 
reafon  to  employ  it,  I  will  not  fay 
in  defending,  but  even  in  refuting 
»n  abufe  fo  repugnant  to  it.  Who¬ 
ever  julHiies  fo  odious  a  fyilem, 
deferves  the  utmoft  contempt  from 
z  philofopher,  and  from  the  negro 
a  ilab  with  his  dagger. 

If  you  touch  me,  faid  ClarifTa 
to  Lovelace,  that  moment  I  kill 
myfelf ;  and  I  would  fay  to  him, 
wW  attempted  to  deprive  me  of 
my  liberty,  if  you  approach  me,  I 
will  ftab  you.  In  this  cafe,  I 
fhould  reafon  better  than  ClarifTa  ; 
becaafe  defending  my  liberty,  or, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  my  life, 
is  my  primary  duty;  to  regard 
that  of  another,  is  only  a  fecondary 
conhderation  ;  and  if  all  other  cir- 
eumftances  were  the  fame,  the 
death  of  i  criminal  is  more  con¬ 
formable  to  juftice  than  that  of  an 
innocent  perfon. 

Will  it  be  faid,  that  he  who 
wants  to  make  me  a  Have  does  me 
no  injury,  but  that  he  only  makes 
ufe  of  his  rights  ?  Where  are  thofe 
rights  ?  Who  hath  (lamped  upon 
them  fo  facred  a  charader  as  to 
filence  mine  ?  From  nature  I  hold 
the  right  of  felf-defence  ;  nature, 
therefore,  has  not  given  to  another 
the  right  of  attacking  me.  If  thou 
thinkeil  thyfelf  authorifed  to  op- 
prefs  me,  becaufe  thou  art  ftronger 
and  more  ingenious  than  lam;  do 
not  complain  if  my  vigorous  arm 
(hail  plunge  a  dagger  into  thy 


bread  ;  do  not  complain,  when  in 
thy  tortured  entrails  thou  (hah 
feel  the  pangs  of  death  conveyed 
by  poifon  into  thy  food  :  I  ara 
lironger  and  more  ingenious  than 
thou  :  fall  a  vidim,  therefore,  in 
thy  turn  ;  and  expiate  the  crime  of 
having  been  an  oppreiTor. 

He  who  fupports  the  fyftem  of 
flavery,  is  the  enemy  of  the  w'hole 
human  race.  He  divides  it  into 
two  focieties  of  legal  alTajlms ;  the 
opprelTors  and  the  opprefl'ed.  It 
is  the  fame  thing  as  proclaiming 
to  the  world,  if  you  would  prelerve 
your  life,  inftantly  take  away  mine, 
for  I  want  to  have  yours. 

But  the  right  of  flavery,  you 
fay,  extends  only  to  the  right  of 
labour,  and  the  privation  of  li¬ 
berty,  not  of  life.  What  !  does 
not  the  mailer,  who  difpofes  of  my 
ftrenglh  at  his  pieafure,  likewife 
difpofe  of  my  life,  which  de¬ 
pends  on  the  voluntary  and  pro¬ 
per  ufe  of  my  faculties  ?  What  is 
exillence  to  him,  who  has  not  the 
difpofal  of  it?  I  cannot  kill  my 
flave ;  but  I  can  make  him  bleed 
under  the  whip  of  an  executioner  ; 
I  can  overwhelm  him  with  forrows, 
drudgery,  and  want ;  I  can  injure 
him  every  way,  and  fecretly  un¬ 
dermine  the  principles  and  fprings 
of  his  life  ;  I  can  fmother,  by  flow' 
punifhments,  the  wretched  infant 
which  a  negro  woman  carries  in 
her  womb.  Thus  the  laws  proted 
the  flave  againft  a  violent  death, 
only  to  leave  to  my  cruelty  the 
right  of  making  him  die  by  de¬ 
grees. 

Let  us  proceed  a  ftep  further; 
the  right  of  flavery  is  that  of  per¬ 
petrating  all  forts  of  Crimes :  thofe 
crimes  which  invade  property  ;  for 
(laves  are  not  fulFeied  to  have  any 
even  in  their  own  perfons  :  thofe 

crimes 
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crimes  which  deftroy  perfona]  fafe- 
ty ;  for  the  have  may  be  facrificcd 
to  the  caprice  of  his  maftcr  :  thofe 
crime«  which  make  modefty  fliud- 
der. — My  blood  rifes  at  thefe  hor¬ 
rid  images.  I  detell,  1  abhor  the 
human  fpecies,  made  np  only  of 
viftims  and  executioners,  and  if  it 
is  never  to  become  better,  may  it 
be  annihilated  ! 

Further,  that  I  m.ay  difclofe 
without  referve  my  fentiments  on 
this  fubjeil.  Cartouche,  the  high¬ 
wayman,  fitting  at  the  foot  of  a 
tree  in  a  deep  foreft,  calculating 
the  profits  and  lofi'es  of  his  robbe¬ 
ries,  the  rewards  and  pay  of  his 
afibciates,  and  adjufling  with  them 
the  ideas  of  proportion  and  diftri- 
butive  judice  ;  this  Cartouche  is 
not  a  very  different  character  from 
that  of  the  merchant,  who,  reclined 
on  his  counter,  with  his  pen  in  his 
j  hand,  fettles  the  number  of  attacks 
'  which  he  can  order  to  be  made  on 
the  coafts  of  Guinea;  who  deli- 
;  berately  examines  how  many  fire- 
i  locks  each  negro  will  cod  him,  in 
order  to  fupport  the  war  which  is 
to  furnifh  him  with  flaves  ;  how 
many  iron  fetters  to  confine  him 
aboard  ;  how  many  whips  to  make 
I  him  work  :  how  much  each  drop 
|of  blood  will  be  worth  to  him  with 
j  which  each  negro  will  water  his 
(plantation  :  if  the  black  woman 
I  will  contribute  more  to  his  edate 
(by  the  labours  of  her  hands,  or 
!by  thofe  of  bearing  children  ? — 

;  What  think  you  of  this  parallel  ? 
|The  highwayman  attacks  you,  and 
i  takes  your  money  ;  the  trader  car- 
jries  off  even  your  perfon.  The 
one  invades  the  rights  of  fociety  ; 
the  other,  thofe  of  nature.  T'his 
certainly  is  the  truth;  and  if  there 
^wxifled  a  religion  which  authorifed. 
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which  tolerated,  even  by  its  filence, 
fuch  enormities  ;  if,  moreover,  oc¬ 
cupied  by  idle  or  factious  quedions, 
it  did  not  eternally  denounce  ven¬ 
geance  againft  the  authors  or  in- 
Urunients  of  this  tyranny;  if  it 
made  it  criminal  for  a  llave  tty 
break  his  bonds;  if  it  did  not  ex¬ 
pel  the  unjud  judge  who  condemns 
the  fugitive  to  death  ;  if  fuch  a 
religion  exilled,  its  miniders  ought 
to.be  mafiacred  under  the  ruins  of 
their  altars. 

But  thefe  negroes,  fay  they,  are 
a  race  of  men  born  for  flavery  ; 
their  dirpofitions  are  narrow,  trea¬ 
cherous,  and  wicked  ;  they  thera- 
felves  allow  the  fuperiority  of  our 
underftandings,  and  almoft  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  judice  of  our  au¬ 
thority. 

The  minds  of  the  negroes  are 
contracted ;  bccaufe  flavery  de- 
droys  all  the  fprings  of  the  foul. 
They  are  wicked  ;  but  not  fuffi- 
ciently  fo  with  you.  They  are 
treacherous,  becaufe  they  are  un¬ 
der  no  obligation  to  fpeak  truth 
to  their  tyrants.  They  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  fuperiority  of  our  under- 
dandings ;  becaufe  we  have  abufed 
their  ignorance  ;  they  allow  the 
judice  of  our  authority;  becaufe 
we. have  abufed  their  weaknefs.  1 
might  as  well  fay,  that  the  Indians 
are  a  fpecies  of  men  born  to  be 
crudied  to  death  ;  becaufe  there 
are  fanatics  among  them,  who 
throvv  themfelves  under  the  wheels 
of  their  idol’s  car  before  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Jaguernat. 

But  thefe  negroes,  it  is  further 
urged,  were  born  flaves.  Barba¬ 
rians,  will  you  perfuade  me,  that 
a  man  can  be  the  property  of  a  fo- 
vereign,  a  fon  the  property  of  a 
father,  a  wife  the  property  of  a 

hufband. 
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hufband,  a  domeftic  the  property 
of  a  mafter,  a  negro  the  property 
of  a  planter  ? 

But  thefe  Haves  have  fold  them- 
felves.  Could  a  man  ever  by  com- 
pa£l,  or  by  an  oath,  permit  ano¬ 
ther  to  ufe  and  abufe  him  ?  If  he 
affented  to  this  compad,  or  con¬ 
firmed  it  by  an  oath,  it  was  in  a 
tranfport  of  ignorance  or  folly  ; 
and  he  is  releafed  from  it,  the 
moment  that  he  either  knows  him- 
felf,  or  his  reafon  returns.  ^ 

But  they  had  been  taken  in  war. 
What  does  this  lignify  to  you  ? 
Suffer  the  conqueror  to  make  what 
ill  ufe  he  pleafes  of  his  own  vic¬ 
tory.  Why  do  you  make  yourfelves 
his  accomplices  f 

But  they  were  criminals  con¬ 
demned  in  their  country  to  fla- 
very.  W^ho  was  it  that  con¬ 
demned  them  ?  D6  you  not  know, 
that  in  a  defpptic  Hate  there  is  no 
tjriminai  but  the  tyrant? 

The  fubjed  of  an  abfolute  prince 
is  the  fame  as  the  Have  in  a  Hate 
repugnant  to  nature.  Every  thing 
that  contributes  to  keep  a  man  in 
I’uch  a  Hate,  is  an  attempt  againH 
his  perfon.  Every  power  which 
fixes  him  to  the  tyranny  of  one 
man,  is  the  power  of  his  enemies : 
and  all  thofe  who  are  about  him 
are  the  authors  or  abettors  of  this 
violence.  His  mother  who  taught 
him  the  iirft  leHbns  of  obedience; 
his  neighbour,  who  fet  him  the 
example  of  it ;  his  fuperiors,  who 
compelled  him  into  this  Hate  ;  and 
his  equals,  who  led  him  into  it  by 
their  opinion  :  all  thefe  are  the 
miniHers  and  inHruments  of  ty¬ 
ranny.  The  tyrant  can  do  no¬ 
thing  of  himfelf ;  he  is  only  the 
HrH  mover  of  thofe  efforts  which 
all  his  fubjeds  exert  to  their  own 
mutual  opprefiion.  He  keeps  them 
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in  a  Hate  of  perpetual  war,  which 
renders  robberies,  treafons,  aHaf- 
finatioQs  lawful.  Thus,  like  the 
blood  which  flows  in  his  veins,  all 
crimes  originate  from  his  heart, 
and  return  thither  as  to  their  pri¬ 
mary  fource.  Caligula  ufed  to  fay, 
that  if  the  whole  human  race  had 
but  one  head,  he  fliould  have  taken 
pleafure  in  cutting  it  off.  Socrates 
would  have  faid,  that  if  all  crimes 
were  heaped  upon  one  head,  that 
Hiould  be  the  one  which  ought  to 
be  Hruck  off. 

Let  us,  therefore,  endeavour  to 
make  the  light  of  reafon,  and  the 
fentiments  of  nature,  take  place  of 
the  blind  ferocity  of  our  anceflors. 
Let  us  break  the  bonds  of  fo  many 
vidims  to  our  mercenary  princi¬ 
ples,  fliould  we  even  be  obliged  to 
difeard  a  commerce  which  is  found¬ 
ed  only  on  injuHice,  and  whofe  ob- 
jed  is  luxury. 

But  even  this  is  not  neceflary. 
There  is  no  occafion  to  give  up 
thofe  conveniences  which  cuHom 
hath  fo  much  endeared  to  us-  We 
may  draw  them  from  our  colonies, 
without  peopling  them  with  Haves. 
Thefe  produdions  may  be  culti¬ 
vated  by  the  hands  of  freemen,  and 
then  be  reaped  without  remorfe. 

The  iflands  are  filled  with 
blacks,  whofe  fetters  have  been 
broken.  They  fuccefiively  clear 
the  fmall  plantations  that  have  been 
given  them,  or  which  they  have 
acquired  by  their  induHry.  Such 
of  thefe  unhappy  men,  as  fhould 
recover  their  independence,  would 
live  in  quiet  upon  the  fame  manual 
labours,  that  would  be  then  free 
and  advantageous  to  them.  The 
vaflals  of  Denmark,  who  have 
lately  been  made  free,  have  not 
abandoned  their  ploughs. 

Though  all  the  nations,  con¬ 
cerned 
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cerned  in  the  African  trade,  are 
equally  interefted  in  preferving  the 
flaves  in  their  paffage,  they  do  not 
all  attend  to  it  with  the  fame  care. 
They  all  feed  them  with  beans, 
mixed  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
rice ;  but  they  differ  in  other  re- 
fpefts  in  their  manner  of  treating 
them.  The  Englifh,  Dutch,  and 
Danes  keep  the  men  conftantly  in 
irons,  and  frequently  hand-cuff  the 
women  :  the  fmall  number  of 
hands  they  have  on  board  their 
fhips  obliges  them  to  this  feverity. 
The  French,  who  have  great  num¬ 
bers,  allow  them  more  liberty ; 
three  or  four  days  after  their  de¬ 
parture  they  take  off  all  their  fet¬ 
ters.  All  thefe  nations,  efpecially 
the  Englifh,  are  too  negligent  with 
regard  to  the  intercourfe  between 
the  failors  with  the  women  flaves. 
This  irregularity  occafionsthe  death 
of  three-fourths  of  thofe  whom  the 
Guinea  voyage  deflroys  every  year. 
None,  but  the  Portuguefe,  during 
their  paffage,  are  fecured  againil 
revolts  and  other  calamities.  This 
advantage  is  a  confequence  of  the 
care  they  take  to  man  their  veflels 
only  with  the  negroes,  to  whom 
they  have  given  their  freedom. 
The  flaves  encouraged  by  the  con- 
verfation  and  condition  of  their 
countrymen,  form  a  tolerably  fa¬ 
vourable  idea  of  the  deftiny  that 
awaits  them.  The  quietnefs  of 
their  behaviour  induces  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  to  grant  the  two  fexes  the 
happinefs  of  living  together  :  an 
indulgence,  which,  if  allowed  in 
other  veffels,  would  be  produ(5live 
of  the  greatell  inconveniences. 

All  the  negroes,  as  well  male  as 
female,  who  come  from  Guinea, 
or  are  born  in  the  iflands,  have  the 
yaws  once  in  their  lives :  it  is  a  dif- 


eafe  they  muft  necelTarily  pafs 
through  ;  but  there  is  no  inflance 
of  any  of  them  being  attacked  with 
it  a  fecond  time,  after  having  been 
radically  cured.  The  Europeans 
feldom  or  never  catch  this  diforder, 
notvvithflanding  the  frequent  and 
daily  connexion  which  they  have 
with  the  negro  women.  Thefe 
women  fuckle  the  children  of  the 
white  people,  but  do  not  give  them 
the  yaws.  How  is  it  poffible  to 
reconcile  thefe  fads,  which  are  in- 
conteflable,  with  the  fyflem  which 
phyficians  feem  to  have  adopted 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
yaws  Can  it  not  be  allowed, 
that  the  femen,  the  blood,  and 
fkin  of  the  negroes,  are  fufceptible 
of  a  virus  peculiar  to  their  fpecies? 
The  caufe  of  this  diforder,  per¬ 
haps,  is  owing  to  that  which  oc- 
cafions  their  colour  :  one  difference 
is  naturally  produdive  of  another  ; 
and  there  is  no  being  or  equality 
that  exifts  abfolutely  detached  from 
others  in  nature. 

But  whatever  this  diforder  may 
be,  it  is  evident  from  the  moft  ac¬ 
curate  and  undeniable  calculations, 
that  there  dies  every  year  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  feventh  part  of  the  blacks 
that  are  imported  thither  from 
Guinea.  Fourteen  hundred  thou- 
fand  unhappy  beings,  who  are  now 
in  the  European  colonies  in  the  new 
world,  are  the  unfortunate  remains 
of  nine  millions  of  flaves  that  have 
been  conveyed  thither.  This  dread¬ 
ful  dellrudion  cannot  be  the  efFed 
of  the  climate,  which  is  nearly  the 
fame  as  that  of  Africa,  much  lefs 
of  the  diforders,  to  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  obfervers,  but  few 
fall  a  facrilice.  It  muft  originate 
from  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
flaves  are  governed ;  and  might, 

not 
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not  an  error  of  this  nature  be  cor- 

reftcd  ?  .  , . 

The  firft  flep  neceflary  in  this 
reformation  would  be  to  attend 
niiflutcly  to  the  natural  and  moral 
ftate  of  man.  Thofe  who  go  to 
purchafe  blacks  on  the  coahs  of 
favage  nations  ;  thofe  who  convey 
them  to  America,  and  efpecially 
thole  who  diredt  their  labours, 
often  think  themfelves  obliged, 
from  their  fuuarion,  and  frequently 
too  for  the  fake  of  their  own  fafety, 
to  opprefs  thefe  wretched  men. 
The  ion  I  of  thefe  managers  of 
flaves,  lod  to  all  fenfe  of  com¬ 
panion,  is  ignorant  of  every  mo¬ 
tive  to  enforce  obedience,  but  thofe 
of  fear  or  feverity,  and  thefe  they 
exercife  with  all  the  harlhnefs  of  a 
temporary  authority.  If  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  plantations  would  ceafe 
to  regard  the  care  of  their  Haves, 
as  an  occupation  below  them,  and 
confider  it  as  an  office  to  which  it 
is  their  duty  to  attend,  they  would 
foon  difcard  thefe  errors  that  arife 
from  a  fpirit  of  cruelty.  The  hi- 
ftory  of  all  mankind  would  fliew 
them,  that  in  order  to  render 
Havery  ufeful,  it  is  at  leafl  necef- 
fary  to  make  it  eafy  ;  th?tt  force 
does  not  prevent  the  rebellion  of 
the  mind  ;  that  it  is  the  mafter’s- 
intereft  that  the  Have  fhould  be  at¬ 
tached  to  life,  and  that  nothing  is 
to  be  expefted  from  him  the  mo¬ 
ment  that  he  no  longer  fears  to 
die. 

This  principle  of  enlightened 
teafon,  derived  from  the  fentimen^^s 
of  humanity,  would  contribute  to 
the  reformation  of  feveral  abufes. 
Iv'Jen  would  acknowledge  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  lodging,  cloathing,  and 
giving  proper  food  to  bfings  con¬ 
demned  to  the  mod  painful  bon¬ 
dage  that  ever  has  exiiled  hnce  the 


infamous  origin  of  flavery.  They 
would  be  fenfible,  that  it  is  natu* 
rally  impoffible  that  thofe  who  reap 
no  advantage  from  their  own  la¬ 
bours,  can  have  the  fame  under- 
llanding,  the  fame  <jeconomy,  the 
fame  ailivity,  the  fame  Hrength,  as 
the  man  who  enjoys  the  produce  of 
his  induftry.  That  political  mode¬ 
ration  would  gradually  take  place, 
which  confirts  in  lelTening  of  la¬ 
bour,  alleviating  punilhment,  and 
rendering  to  man  part  of  his  rights, 
in  order  to  reap  with  greater  cer¬ 
tainty  the  benefit  of  thofe  duties 
that  are  impofed  upon  him.  The 
prefervation  of  a  great  number  of 
Haves,  whom  diforders,  occaHoned 
by  vexation  or  regret,  deprive  the 
colonies  of,  would  be  the  natural 
confequence  of  fo  wife  a  regula¬ 
tion.  Far  from  aggravating  the 
yoke  that  oppreHes  them,  every 
kind  of  attention  fhould  be  given 
to  make  it  eafy,  and  to  diffipatc 
even  the  idea  of  it,  by  favouring  a 
natural  tafle  that  Hems  peculiar  to 
the  negroes. 

Their  organs  are  extremely  fen- 
Hble  of  the  powers  of  mu  He.  Their 
ear  is  fo  true,  that  in  their  dances, 
the  time  of  a  fong  makes  them 
fpring  up  a  hundred  at  once,  link¬ 
ing  the  earth  at  the  fame  inftant. 
Enchanted,  as  it  were,  with  the 
voice  of  a  finger,  or  the  tone  of  a 
Fringed  inilrument,  a  vibration  of 
the  air  is  the  fpirit  that  actuates  all 
the  bodies  of  thefe  men  :  a  found 
agitates,  tranfports,  and  throws 
them  into  extalies.  In  their  com¬ 
mon  labours,  the  motion  of  their 
arms,  or  of  their  feet,  is  always  in 
cadence.  At  all  their  employments 
they  .Hng,  and  feem  always  as  if 
they  were  dancing.  MuHc  ani¬ 
mates  their  courage,  and  fouzes 
them  from  their  indolence.  The 

marks 
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marks  of  this  extreme  fenfibility 
to  harmony,  are  vifible  in  all  the 
mufcles  of  their  bodies,  which  are 
always  naked.  Poets  and  mufi- 
cians  by  nature,  they  make  the 
words  fubfervient  to  the  mufic,  by 
a  licence  they  arbitrarily  alTume 
of  lengthening  or  Ihortening  them, 
in  order  to  accommodate  them 
to  an  air  that  pleafes  them. 
Whenever  any  objed  or  incident 
llrikes  a  negro,  he  inftantly  makes 
it  the  fubjetl  of  a  fong.  In  all 
ages  this  has  been  the  origin  of 
poetry.  Three  or  four  words 
which  are  alternately  repeated  by 
the  finger  and  the  general  chorus, 
fometimes  conllitute  the  whole 
poem.  Five  or  fix  bars  of  mulic 
compofe  the  whole  length  of  the 
fong.  A  circumllance  that  appears 
fingular,  is,  that  the  fame  air, 
though  merely  a  continual  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  tones,  takes  en¬ 
tire  poffeffion  of  them,  makes 
them  work  or  dance  for  feveral 
hours  :  neither  they,  nor  even 
the  white  men,  are  difgufted  with 
that  tedious  uniformity  which 
thefe  repetitions  might  naturally 
occafion.  d"his  particular  attach¬ 
ment  is  owing  to  the  warmth  and 
expreffion  which  they  introduce 
into  their  fongs.  Their  airs  are 
gf'nerally  double  time.  None  of 
them  tend  to  infpire  them  with 
pride.  d  hofe  intended  to  excite 
tcndernefs,  promote  rather  a  kind 
of  languor.  Even  thofe  which 
are  molt  lively,  carry  in  them  a 
certain  exprelTion  of  melancholy. 
This  is  the  higheft  entertainment 
to  minds  of  great  fenfibility. 

So  Itrong  an  inclination  for  ma¬ 
fic  might  become  a  powerful  mo¬ 
tive  of  action  under  the  diredtion 
cf  fkilful  hands.  Feltivals,  games 
and  rewards  might  on  this  ac- 
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count  be  eltablifhed  among  them. 
Thefe  amufements,  conduced  with 
judgment,  would  prevent  that  llu- 
pidity  fo  common  among  flaves, 
cafe  their  labours,  and  prelervc 
them  from  thatconilant  melancho¬ 
ly  which  confumes  them,  and  - 
fhortens  their  days.  After  having 
provided  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  blacks  exported  from  Africa, 
the  welfare  of  thofe  who  are  born 
in  the  iflands  themfelves  would 
then  be  confidered. 

I'he  negroes  are  not  avcrfe  from 
the  propagation  of  their  fpecies 
even  in  the  chains  of  fiavery.  But 
it  is  the  cruelty  of  their  mailers 
which  hath  etfedually  prevented 
them  from  complying  with  this 
great  end  of  nature.  Such  hard 
labour  is'  required  from  negro  wo¬ 
men,  both  before  and  after  their 
pregnancy,  that  their  children  are 
either  abortive,  or  live  but  a 
fliort  time  after  delivery.  Mo¬ 
thers,  rendered  defperate  by  the 
punifhments  vvhich  the  weaknefs 
of  their  condition  occalion  them, 
fnatch  fometimes  their  children 
from  the  cradle,  in  order  to  llrau- 
gle  them  in  their  arms,  and  facri- 
hce  them  with  a  fury  mingled 
with  a  fpirit  of  revenge  and  com- 
paBion,  that  they  may  not  become 
the  property  of  their  cruel  makers. 
This  barbarity,  the  horror  of 
which  mull  be  wholly  imputed  to 
the  Europeans,  will,  perhaps,  con¬ 
vince  them  of  their  error.  Their 
fenhbility  will  be  rouzed,  and  en¬ 
gage  them  to  pay  a  greater  atten¬ 
tion  to  their  true  interefts.  They 
will  find  that  by  committing 
fuch  outrages  againft  humanity, 
they  injure  themfelves;  and  if 
they  do  not  become  the  benefadors 
of  their  flaves,  they  will  at  leaft 
ceafe  to  be  their  executioners. 

They  ^ 


5 


1,6  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1776. 


They  will,  perhaps,  refolve  to 
fet  free  thofe  mothers  who  lhall 
have  brought  up  a  confiderable 
number  of  children  to  the  age  of 
fix  years.  The  allurements  of  li¬ 
berty  are  the  mod  powerful  that 
can  influence  the  human  heart. 
The  negro  women,  animated  by 
the  hope  of  fo  great  a  blefling,  to 
which  all  would  afpire  and  few 
would  be  able  to  obtain,  would 
make  negledl  and  infamy  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  virtuous  emulation  to 
bring  up  children,  whofe  number 
and  prefervation  would  fecure  to 
them  freedom  and  tranquillity. 


Rights  of  the  Brute  Creation  to 
5" mdernefs from  Man  deduced fro?n 
the  tnvofold  Confideraiion,  amongji 
many  others y  particularly  the  'Tenor 
the  facred  Writings  in  their 
Faatour,  of  their  being  fufceptible 
of  Pain  and  Pleafure  as  ’vjell  as 
Man  himjelf  though  not  fufcepti- 
hle  of  a  juji  Compenfation  for  any 
Enjils  Man  may  infliSi  on  them. 
Prom  the  Re<verend  Dodlor  Pri- 
matt’s  mof  excellent  Diflertation 
on  the  Duty  of  Mercy  and  Sin 
of  Cruelty  to  Brute-Animals. 

I  PRESUME  there  is  no  Man  of 
feeling,  that  has  any  idea  of 
fujiice,  but  would  confefs  upon 
the  principles  of  reafon  and  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  that  if  he  were^  to  be 
put  to  unnecejfary  and  unmerited 
pain  by  another  man,  his  tormen¬ 
tor  would  do  him  an  acl  of  inju- 
fiice  ;  and  from  a  fenfe  of  the  in - 
juftice  in  his  o^vn'  cafe,  now  that 
He  is  the  fufferer,  he  muil  na« 
rurally  infer,  that  if  he  were  to 
put  another  man  of  feeling  to  the 
fame  unnecelTary  and  unmerited 


pain  which  He  now  fufTers,  the 
injuftice  in  himfelf  to  the  other 
would  be  exadlly  the  fame  as  the 
injuftice  in  his  tormentor  to  Him. 
Therefore  the  man  of  feeling  and 
juftice  will  not  put  another  man 
to  unmerited  pain,  becaufe  he  will 
not  do  that  to  another,  which  he 
is  unwilling  ftiould  be  done  to  him¬ 
felf.  Nor  will  he  take  any  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  own  fuperiority  of 
frength,  or  of  the  accidents  of 
fortune,  to  abufe  them  to  the  op- 
preflion  of  his  inferior ;  becaufe 
he  knows  that  in  the  article  of 
feeling  all  men  are  equal  ;  and  that 
the  differences  of  ftrength  or  fta* 
tion  are  as  much  the  gifts  and  ap¬ 
pointments  of  GOD,  as  the  dif- 
terences  of  underftanding,  colour, 
or  ftature.  Superiority  of  rank  or 
ftation  may  give  ability  to  com¬ 
municate  happinefs,  (and  feem  fo 
intended  ;)  but  it  can  give  no  right 
to  inflidl  unneceffary  or  unmerited 
pain.  A  nvije  man  would  impeach 
his  own  wifdom,  and  be  unworthy 
of  the  bleffing  of  a  good  under¬ 
ftanding,  if  he  were  to  infer  from 
thence  that  he  had  a  right  to  de- 
fpife  or  make  game  of  a  fool,  or 
put  him  to  any  degree  of  pain. 
The  folly  of  the  fool  ought  rather 
to  excite  his  compaffion,  and  de¬ 
mands  the  wife  man’s  care  and  at¬ 
tention  to  one  that  cannot  take 
care  of  himfelf. 

It  has  pleafed  GOD  the  Father 
of  all  men  to  cover  fome  men  with 
white  ilc! ns,  and  others  vvith  black 
fkins :  but  as  there  is  neither 
merit  nor  demerit  in  complexion, 
the  nx^hite  man  (notwithftanding 
the  barbarity  of  cuftom  and  pre¬ 
judice)  can  have  no  right,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  colour,  to  enflave  and 
tyrannize  over  a  black  man;  nor 
has  a  fair  man  any  right  to  de- 
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fpifc,  abufe,  and  infult  a  hronvn 
man.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  a  tall 
man,  by  virtue  of  his  Jlature,  has 
any  legal  right  to  trample  a  d<voarf 
under  his  foot.  For,  whether  a 
man  is  wife  or  foolifh,  white  or 
black,  fair  or  brown,  tall  or  fhort, 
and  I'might  add  rich  or  poor  (for  it 
is  no  more  a  man’s  choice  to  be 
poor,  than  it  is  to  be  a  fool,  or 
a  dwarf,  or  black,  or  tawney,) 
fuch  he  is  by  GOD’s  appoint¬ 
ment  ;  and,  abdraftedly  coniider- 
ed,  is  neither  a  fubjei^  for  pride, 
nor  an  objeft  of  contempt.  Now, 
if  amongd  men  the  differences 
of  their  powers  of  the  mind,  and 
of  their  complexion,  ftature,  and 
accidents  of  fortune,  do  not  give 
to  any  one  man  a  right  to  abufe  or 
infult  any  other  man  on  account  of 
thefe  differences  ;  for  the  fame 
reafon,  a  man  can  have  no  natural 
right  to  abufe  and  torment  a  bead 
merely  becaufe  a  bead  has  not  the 
mental  powers  of  a  man.  For  fuch 
as  the  man  is,  he  is  but  as  GOD 
made  him  ;  and  the  very  fame  is 
true  of  the  beaft.  Neither  of  them 
can  lay  claim  to  any  intrintlc  Me- 
rit,  for  being  fuch  as  they  are  ; 
for  before  they  were  created,  it 
was  impoffible  that  either  of  them 
could  deferve  ;  and -at  their  crea¬ 
tion,  their  ihapes,  perfedlions,  or 
defects,  were  invariably  fixed,  and 
their  bounds  fet  which  they  cannot 
pafs.  And  being  fuch,  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  GOD  made 
them,  there  is  no  more  demerit  in 
a  beaft’s  being  a  bead,  than  there 
is  merit  in  a  man’s  being  a  man  ; 
that  is,  there  is  neither  merit  nor 
demerit  in  either  of  them. 

A  Brute  is  an  animal  no  lefs  fen- 
fible  of  pain  than  a  Man.  He  has 
fimilar  nerves  and  organs  of  fenfa- 
tion  ;  and  his  cries  and  groans,  in 
VoL.  XIX, 


cafe  of  violent  impreflions  upon  his 
body,  though  he  cannot  utter  his 
complaints  by  fpeech  or  human 
voice,  are  as  ftrong  indications  to 
us  of  his  fenfibility  of  pain,  as  the 
cries  and  groans  of  a  human  being, 
whofe  language  we  do  not  under- 
Iland.  Now  as  pain  is  what  we 
are  all  averfe  to,  our  own  fenfibi¬ 
lity  of  pain  Ihould  teach  us  to 
commiferate  it  in  others,  to  alle¬ 
viate  it  if  poffible,  but  never  wan¬ 
tonly  or  unmeritedly  to  inflidl  it. 
As  the  differences  amongft  men  in 
the  above  particulars  are  no  bars 
to  their  feelings,  fo  neither  does 
the  difference  of  the  Shape' oi  a 
brute  from  that  of  a  man  exempt 
the  brute  from  feeling ;  at  lead, 
we  have  no  ground  to  fuppofe  it. 
But  Ihape  or  figure  is  as  much  the 
appointment .  of  GOD,  as  com¬ 
plexion  or  nature.  And  if  the 
difference  of  complexion  or  fia- 
ture  does  not  convey  to  one  man 
a  right  to  defpife  and  abufe  ano¬ 
ther  man,  the  difference  of  Ihape 
between  a  man  and  a  brute,  can¬ 
not  give  to  a  man  any  right  to  a- 
bufe  and  torment  a  brute.  For  he 
that  made  man  and  man  to  difier 
in  complexion  or  ftature,  made 
man  and  brute  to  differ  in  fhape  oj; 
figure.  And  in  this  cafe  likewife 
there  is  neither  merit  nor  demerit  ; 
every  creature,  whether  man  or 
brute,  bearing  that  Ihape  which 
the  fupreme  Wifdom  judged  mod 
expedient  to  anfwer  the  end  for 
which  the  creature  was  ordained. 

With  regard  to  the  Modification 
of  the  mafs  of  matter  of  which 
an  animal  is  formed,  it  is  accident 
tal  as  to  the  creature  itfelf ;  I 
mean,  it  was  not  in  the  power  or 
will  of  the  creature  to  choofe, 
whether  it  Ihould  fuftain  the  Ihape 
of  a  brute,  or  of  a  man  :  and  ytt, 
N  whether 
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whether  it  be  of  one  fhape,  or  of 
the  other;  or  whether  it  be  inha- 
cited  or  animated  by  ihe  *  foul 
of  a  brute  or  the  *  foul  of  a  man  ; 
the  fubllance  or  matter,  of  which 
the  creature  is  compofed,  would  be 
equally  fufceptible  of  feeling.  It 
IS  folely  owing  to  the  good  Plea- 
fure  of  GOD,  that  We  are  created 
Men  ;  or  animals  in  the  Jhape  of 
men.  For,  He  that  f  formed  Man 
of  the  duji  of  the  ground ^  and  breathed 
into  his  nofriis  the  breath  of  life  that 
he  might  become  a  Having  foul  and 
endued  with  a  fenfe  of  feeling, 
could,  if  he  had  fo  pleafed,  by 
the  fame  plaftic  power,  have  call; 
the  very  fame  dufl  into  the  mould 
of  a  Beafl  ;  which,  being  animated 
by  the  life-giving  breath  of  its 
Maker,  would  have  become  X  a 
lining  foul  in  that  form  ;  and, 
in  that  form,  would  have  been  as 
fufceptible  of  pain,  as  in  the  form 
of  a  Man,  And  if,  in  brutal  lhape, 
W'e  had  been  endued  with  the 
fame  degree  of  reafon  and  reflec¬ 
tion  which  v/e  now  enjoy ;  and 
other  Beings,  in  human  lhape, 
Ihould  take  upon  them  to  torment, 
abufe,  and  barbaroufly  ill  treat  us, 
becaiife  we  were  not  made  in  their 
iliape  ;  the  injuftice  and  cruelty  of 
their  behaviour  to  Us  would  be 
felfevident ;  and  we  fhould  na¬ 
turally  infer,  that,  whether  we 
walk  upon  two  logs  or  four  ;  whe¬ 
ther  our  heads  are  prone  or  erect ; 
whether  we  are  naked  or  covered 
with  hair ;  whether  we  have  tails 
or  no  tails,  horns  or  no  horns,  long 
ears  or  round  ears ;  or,  whether 
we  bray  like  an  afs,  fpeak  like  a 
man,  whiflle  like  a  bird,  or  are 


mute  as  a  filh  ;  Nature  never  in¬ 
tended  thefe  diltindtions  as  founda¬ 
tions  for  right  of  tyranny  and  op- 
preflion.  But  perhaps  it  will  be 
faid,  it  is  abfurd  to  make  fuch  an 
inference  from  a  mere  fuppolition 
that  a  man  might  have  been  a 
brute,  and  a  brute  might  have  been 
a  man  ;  for,  the  fuppofition  itfelf 
is  chimerical,  and  has  no  founda¬ 
tion  in  nature ;  and  all  arguments 
lliould  be  drawn  from  fad,  and 
not  from  fancy  of  what  might  be 
or  might  not  be.  To  this  I  reply 
in  few  words,  and  in  general ; 
that  all  cafes  and  arguments,  de¬ 
duced  from  the  important  and  be¬ 
nevolent  precept  of  Doing  to  others 
as  nx'e  njoould  be  done  untOy  necelfa- 
rily  require  fuch  kind  of  fuppo- 
ftions ;  that  is,  they  fuppofe  the 
cafe  to  be  othernxsife  than  it  really 
is.  For  inftance  ;  a  Rich  tnan  is 
not  a  Poor  man ;  yet,  the  duty 
plainly  arifing  from  the  Precept 

is  this - The  man  who  is  now 

richy  ought  to  behave  to  the  man 
who  is  now  poory  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  the  Rich  man  If  he  •we.  e  poor 
would  be  willing  tjiat  the  Poor 
man  If  he  nx:ere  rich  Riould  behave 
towards  him.  Here  is  a  cafe  which 
in  fad  does  not  cxifl:  between  thefe 
two  men,  for  the  rich  man  is  not 
a  poor  man,  nor  is  the  poor  man  a 
rich  man  ;  yet  the  fuppofltion  is 
neceflary  to  enforce  and  illuflrate 
the  precept,  and  the  reafonablenefs 
of  it  is  allowed.  And  if  the  fup¬ 
pofltion  is  reafonable,  in  one  cafe  ; 
it  is  reafonable,  at  leafl  not  con¬ 
trary  to  reafon,  in  all  cafes  to  which 
this  general  precept  can  extend, 
and  in  which  the  duty  enjoined  by 


*  It  is  of  no  confequence  as  to  the  cafe  now  before  us,  whether  the  SOUL 
Is,  as  fome  think,  only  a  Fonver,  which  cannot  exifl  without  the  Body  j  or, 
as  is  generally  fuppofed,  a  fpiritual  Subjlance,  that  can  exifl,  diftind  and  fe- 
paiatefrom  the  body.  f  Gen.  ii,  7,  JGen.  i.  30.  in  the  margium 
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It  can  and  ought  to  be  performed. 
Therefore  though  it  be  true  that  a 
man  is  not  a  horfe ;  yet,  as  a  horfe 
is  a  fubjeft  within  the  extent  of 
the  precept,  that  is,  he  is  capable 
of  receiving  benefit  by  it,  the  duty 
enjoined  in  it  extends  to  the  man, 
and  amounts  to  this, — Do  You  that 
are  a  Man  SO  treat  your  horfe,  AS 
you  would  be  willing  to  be  treated 
by  your  malter,  in  cafe  that  You 
•were  a  Horfe.  I  fee  no  abfurdity 
nor  falfe  reafoning  in  this  precept, 
nor  any  ill  confequence  that  would 
arife  from  it,  however  it  may  be 
gainfaid  by  thebarbarity ofCultom. 


In  the  cafe  of  human  cruelty  *,  the 
oppreffed  man  has  a  tongue  that 
can  plead  his  own  caufe,  and  a 
finger  to  point  out  the  aggreffor ; 
All  Men  that  hear  of  it  fhudder 
with  horror  ;  and,  by  applying 
the  cafe  to  themfelves,  pronounce 
it  cruelty  with  the  common  Voice 
of  Humanity,  and*  unanimoufly 
join  in  demanding  the  punifhment 
of  the  offender,  and  brand  him 
with  infamy.  But  in  the  cafe  of 
hrutal  cruelty,  the  dumb  Bead:  can 
neither  utter  his  complaints  to  his 
own  kind,  nor  defcribe  the  author 
of  his  wrong  ;  nor,  if  he  could, 
have  they  it  in  their  power  to  re- 
drefs  and  avenge  him. 

In  the  cafe  of  human  cruelty, 
there  are  Court*:  and  l^aws  of  Juf- 
tice  in  every  civilized  Society,  to 
which  the  injured  Man  may  make 
his  Appeal ;  the  affair  is  canvaf- 
fed,  and  punifhment  infliifed  in 
proportion  to  the  offence.  But 
alas !  with  fhame  to  man,  and  for- 
row  for  brute,  I  afk  the  queflion. 
What  Laws  are  now  in  force  ?  or 


what  Court  of  Judicature  does 
now  exift,  in  which  the  fuffeiing 
Brute  may  bring  his  a<5lion  againii 
the  wanton  cruelty  of  barbarous 
man  ^  The  laws  of  Triptolemus 
are  long  fince  buried  in  oblivion, 
for  Triptolemus  was  but  a  hea¬ 
then,  No  friend,  no  advocate, 
not  one  is  to  be  found  amongfl  the 
f  lulls  nor  calves  of  the  people  to 
prefer  an  indictment  on  behalf  of 
the  brute.  The  Priell  pafTeth  by 
on  one  fide,  and  the  Levite  on  the 
other  fide  ;  the  Samaritan  Hands 
dill,  fheds  a  tear,  but  can  no  more  ; 
for  there  is  none  to  help;  and  the 
poor  wretched  and  unbefriended 
creature  is  left  to  mourn  in  unre¬ 
garded  forrow',  and  to  link  under 
the  weifrht  of  his  burden. 

o 

But  fuppofe  the  Law  promulg- 
ed,  and  the  Court  erefled.  The 
Judge  is  feated,  the  Jury  fworn, 
the  indictment  read,  the  caufe  de¬ 
bated,  and  a  verdiCt  found  for  the 
plaintiff.  Yet  what  coll  or  da¬ 
mage  ?  What  recompence  for  lofs 
fudained  ?  In  aCtions  of  humani¬ 
ty,  with  or  without  law.  Satisfac¬ 
tion  may  be  made.  In  various 
ways  you  can  make  amends  to  a 
Man  for  the  injuries  you  have  done 
him.  You  know  his  wants,  and 
you  may  relieve  him.  You  may- 
give  him  deaths,  or  food,  or  mo¬ 
ney,  You  may  raife  him  to  a 
higher  dation,  and  make  him  hap¬ 
pier  than  before  you  afHiCted  him. 
You  may  be  feet  to  the  lame,  and 
eyes  to  the  blind.  You  may  en¬ 
tertain  him,  keep  him  company, 
or  fupply  him  with  every  comfort, 
convenience,  and  amufement  of 
life,  which  he  is  capable  of  enjoy¬ 
ing.  And  thus  may  you  make 
fome  atonement  for  the  injury 


This  term  the  author  ufes  to  exprefs  the  cruelty  of  Men  unto  Men  j  and 
that  of  brutal  cruelty,  to  exprefs  the  cruelty  of  Men  wnto  Beads, 
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which  you  have  done  unto  a  Man  ; 
and  by  thy  affiduity  and  future 
tendernefs,  thou  mayeft  perhaps 
obtain  his  pardon,  and  palliate 
ihine  own  offence.  But  what  is  all 
this  to  the  injured  Brute?  If  by 
thy  pafTion  or  malice,  or  fportiva 
cruelty,  thou  hall;  broken  his 
Limbs,  or  deprived  him  of  his 
eye-fight,  how  wilt  thou  make 
him  amends  f  Thou  can  if  do  no¬ 
thing  to  amufe  him.  He  wants  not 
thy  money  nor  thy  deaths.  Thy 
converfation  can  do  him  no  good. 
Thou  haft  obftruded  his  means  of 
getting  fubfiftence  ;  and  thou  wilt 
hardly  take  upon  thyfelf  the  pains 
and  trouble  of  procuring  it  for 
him,  (which  yet  by  the  rule  of  ju- 
ftice  thou  art  bound  to  do.)  Thou 
hail  marred  his  little  temporary 
happinefs,  which  was  his  All  to 
him.  Thou  haft  maimed,  or  blind¬ 
ed  him  for  eVer  ;  and  haft  done 
him  an  irreparable  injury. 


bought s  on  Education^  particularly 
that  of  Boys,  by  Father  Ganga- 
nelii ;  and  lafily  Clement  XIV. 
the  late  Pope  ;  in  a  Letter  to  a 
Gentleman  of  T ufcany .  Frotn  in- 
t ere/ling  Letters  of  Pope  Clement 
XiV.  lately  publifsed.  See 
Memoirs  of  this  Pope,  in  cur  laji 
Volume)  Part  II.  p.  5. 

H  E  education  you  propofe 
giving  your  children  will  be 
only  a  varniih,  if  it  is  not  found¬ 
ed  upon  Religion.  There  are 
feme  occafions  in  the  courfe  of 
life,  where  probity  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  to  reiift  certain 
temptations,  and  where  the  foul  is 
debafed,  if  it  is  not  elevated  by 
the  firm  belief  of  immortality. 
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It  is  neceffary,  for  the  wifdom 
and  happinefs  of  man,  that  he 
fhould  have  a  view  of  the  Deity 
from  his  tendered  infancy,  as  the 
principle  and  the  end  of  all  things ; 
and  Reafon  and  Faith  fhould  tell 
him,  that  it  is  defeending  to  the 
rank  of  beads  to  be  without  either 
worlhip  or  law  :  he  fhould  be  made 
to  know  that  Truth  being  one, 
there  can  be  only  one  Religion  ; 
and  if  our  belief  was  not  deter¬ 
mined  by  authority,  every  one 
would  have  his  own  fyftem,  and 
his  own  opinion. 

It  is  not  by  an  attention  to  trif¬ 
ling  ceremonies  that  you  will  make 
your  children  true  Chriftians. 
Chriftianity  is  the  greateft  enemy 
to  Pharifaical  zeal  and  fuperftition. 
The  Church  preferibes  duties 
enough  without  our  endeavouring 
to  multiply  them.  .We  too  fre¬ 
quently  negledl  what  is  precept, 
to  follow  what  is  only  advice,  be- 
caufe  we  love  rather  to  hearken  to 
caprice  than  to  reafon  ;  and  be- 
caufe  pride  and  finguiarity  perfedl- 
Ij  agree. 

You  fhould  take  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  elevate  the  fouls  of  your 
three  young  people,  and  to  con¬ 
vince  them,  that  the  greateil  plea- 
fure  of  man  is  to  refiedl,  and  to  be 
confeious  of  his  exigence.  This 
is  a  pleafure  fo  fublime,  and  fo 
worthy  of  a  heavenly  fpirit,  that 
I  look  upon  him  who  knows  not 
this  happinefs,  as  a  wretched,  or, 
at  lead,  an  infenfible  being. 

The  Catechifm  is  fufheient  to 
teach  revealed  Truths ;  but  in  an 
age  of  infidelity,  fomethirig  more 
is  wanted  than  the  /^ilphabet  of 
Religion  :  You  fhould  therefore  fill 
your  children’s  minds  with  thofe 
pure  lights  which  difiipate  the 
clouds  of  modern  phiiofophy,  and 
the  darknefs  of  corruption. 


A  few 
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A  few  but  folid  books  will  make 
your  children  well-informed  Chri- 
llians.  Let  them  be  read  lefs  with 
an  intention  to  fix  them  in  the 
memory,  than  to  grave  them  on 
the  heart.  It  is  not  neceflary  to 
form  young  people  to  defend  a  the- 
fis,  but  to  be  obliged,  as  rational 
creatures,  to  convince  themfelves 
of  eternal  truths. 

When  youth  have  fludied  Reli¬ 
gion  from  its  firft  principles,  they 
ieldom  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  redu¬ 
ced  by  fophirtry  and  impiety,  un- 
lefs  the  heart  be  entirely  corrupt¬ 
ed. 

You  Ihould  watch  carefully  to 
preferve  them  fpotlefs,  not  by  em¬ 
ploying  informers  and  fpies,  but 
by  having  your  ears  and  your 
eyes  every  where  to  imitate  the 
Deity  whom  we  do  not  fee,  but  who 
feeth  over  all. 

Children  fhould  not  perceive 
that  they  are  dillrufted  and  ob- 
lerved,  for  that  will  difcourage 
them,  and  make  them  murmur  ; 
they  will  conceive  averfion  againft 
thofe  they  ought  to  love,  fufpedt 
an  evil  which  they  would  not  have 
thought  of,  and  feek  only  to  de¬ 
ceive: — Hence  it  is  that  ail  Scho¬ 
lars  act  only  from  fear,  and  are 
never  more  pleafed  than  when  at  a 
diftance  from  their  fuperiors. 

Be  lefs  the  mailer  than  the  friend 
of  your  children  ;  and  then  they 
will  be  tranfparent  to  your  eyes, 
•  and  even  tell  their  faults  them¬ 
felves.  Young  folks  have  a  hun¬ 
dred  times  told  me  their  griefs 
and  their  errors,  becaufe  I  always 
treat  them  with  mildnefs : — they 
will  give  you  the  key  of  their 
hearts,  when  they  find  that  you 
fincerely  wifh  them  well,  and  that 
is  a  pain  to  you  to  reprove 
them. 


There  are  many  reafons  which 
induce  me  to  advife  a  domeflic 
education,  and  there  are  Hill  more 
which  hinder  me  from  perfuading 
you  to  it.  Domeflic  education  is 
commonly  the  belt  calculated  to 
fecure  their  morals ;  but  it  prefents 
fuch  a  famenefs,  it  is  fo  luke¬ 
warm  and  languid,  that  it  dif- 
courages  all  emulation:  befides, 
as  they  are  watched  too  narrowly, 
they  more  frequently  become  hy¬ 
pocrites  than  good  pupils. 

Neverchelels,  if  you  can  find  a 
Preceptor  gentle,  patient,  locia- 
ble,  and  learned,  who  can  unite 
condefeenfion  with  fleadinefs,  wif- 
dom  with  gaiety,  temperance  with 
amiablenefs,  I  Ihould  defire  you  to 
make  the  trial  ;  being  perfuaded 
that  you  will  do  nothing  but  in 
concert  with  him,  and  that  you 
will  not  feek  to  controui  him. 
There  are  too  many  fathers  who 
look  upon  a  Preceptor  as  a  merce¬ 
nary,  and  illiberally  think  they 
are  his  mailers,  becaufe  he  receives 
their  wages. 

Trufl  your  fons  only  to  a  man 
upon  whom  you  can  depend  as 
upon  yourfelf ;  but  after  you  have 
found  fuch  a  man,  do  not  hefitate 
to  leave  them  entirely  at  his  dif- 
pofal.  Nothing  difgufts  a  Tutor 
fo  much,  as  diitrull  and  a  diffi¬ 
dence  of  his  capacity.  Take  care 
what  fervants  you  admit  about 
your  children  ;  it  is  generally 
through  them  that  youth  are  cor¬ 
rupted. 

Manage  fo  as  to  have  an  ami¬ 
able  ferenity  conflantly  fhining  on 
your  face  and  in  your  eyes,  and 
that  every  thing  be  done  as  you 
would  have  it,  without  reflraint  or 
fear’.  Nobody  loves  a  florm  ;  but 
all  the  world  rejoices  in  fine  wea¬ 
ther. 

N  3 
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Attach  pleafures  to  every  kind 
of  hudy  which  you  propofe  for 
your  fons,  by  exciting  a  keen  de- 
fire  of  knowledge,  and  an  ardent 
impatience  of  ignorance. 

Take  care  that  they  have  relaxa¬ 
tion  from  their  ftudies,  that  their 
memories  and  judgments  may  not 
grow  tired.  When  difguft  is  join¬ 
ed  with  ftudy,  they  conceive  an 
averlion  to  books,  and  figh  after 
idlenefs  and  fupinenefs. 

Inllrud  them  by  making  them 
love  your  documents,  not  by  the 
fear  of  puniihments ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  take  care  to  enliven  them 
by  fome  little  hiilories  or  Tallies, 
which  may  awaken  attention.  I 
knew  a  young  man  at  Milan  who 
became  fuch  a  lover  of  ftudy,  that 
he  looked  upon  holidays  as  necef- 
fary  for  relaxation,  but  confidered 
them  as  days  of  forrow  ;  his  books 
were  his  pleafure  and  his  treafure. 
It  was  a  good  Prieft  who,  by  chear- 
fuinefs  and  the  refources  of  his 
imagination,  had  infpired  him 
with  a  love  for  works  of  tafte  and 
learning.  He  would  have  been 
one  of  the  moft  learned  men  in 
Europe,  if  death  had  not  Hopped 
him  in  his  career. 

Adapt  their  ftudies  to  their  times 
of  life,  and  do  not  think  of  mak¬ 
ing  them  Metaphyficians  at  twelve 
years  old:  That  is  not  educating 
young  people,  but  teaching  words 
to  parrots. 

Learning  is  like  food.  The 
ftomach  of  a  child  requires  light 
jiouriftiment  |  and  it  is  only  by 
degrees  that  he  is  accuftomed  to 
more  folid  or  fubftantial  diet. 

Never  fail  to  let  an  amufing 
fucceed  a  ferious  book,  and  to  in¬ 
termix  poetry  with  profe.  Virgil 
is  not  lefs  eloquent  than  Cicero ; 
his  deferiptions,  images,  and  ex- 


preflions,  give  fancy  and  elocution 
to  thofe  who  pofiefs  it  not  natural¬ 
ly.  Poetry  is  the  perfedlion  of 
language  ;  and  if  people  do  not 
apply  to  it  while  they  are  young, 
they  never  acquire  a  tafte  for  it. 
It  is  impoflible,  after  a  certain 
age,  to  read  verfe  long  without 
having  a  real  tafte  for  poetry. 

Neverthclefs,  moderate  the  ftudy 
of  the  Poets  ;  for,  befides  that 
they  very  often  take  liberties  con¬ 
trary  to  good  morals,  it  is  danger¬ 
ous  to  grow  too  fond  of  them.  A 
young  man  who  only  fpeaks  and 
raves  of  verfe,  is  infupportable  in 
company ;  he  is  both  a  fool  and  a 
madman.  I  except  thofe  whofe 
genius  is  only  proper  for  effays  or 
exercifes  of  this  kind  5  and  then 
they  are  recompen  fed  for  this  en- 
thufiafm,  by  the  honour  of  becom¬ 
ing  like  Dante,  Ariofto,  Taftb, 
Metaftafto,  Milton,  Corneille,  or 
Eacine. 

Let  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 
nations  and  countries,  be  made  fa¬ 
miliar  to  your  children,  without 
becoming  a  dry  ftudy  j  it  fhould  be 
accompanied  with  ftiort  and  accu¬ 
rate  refteftions,  to  teach  them  how 
to  confider  events  with  judgment, 
and  to  acknowledge  an  Univerfal 
Agent,  of  whom  all  mankind  are 
but  the  inftruments,  and  all  revo¬ 
lutions  the  combined  and  fore¬ 
known  elFeds  of  his  eternal  de¬ 
crees. 

Hiftory  is  only  inanimate  read¬ 
ing,  if  they  attend  only  to  the 
dates  and  fafls ;  but  it  is  a  book 
full  of  life,  if  they  obferve  the 
playing  of  the  paffions,  the  fpringa 
of  the  foul,  the  movements  of  the 
heart,  and  efpecially  if  they  dif- 
cover  a  God,  who,  always  mafter 
of  events,  produces,  direds,  and 
determines  them,  according  to  bis 
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j^ood  pleafare,  and  for  the  accom- 
pliihment  of  his  fublime  pur- 
pofes. 

Our  carnal  eyes  fee  in  this 
world  only  a  veil,  which  covers 
the  aftions  of  our  Creator  ;  but 
the  eyes  of  Faith  Ihew  us,  that 
whatfoever  happens  is  from  one 
caufe,  and  that  this  caufe  is  truly 
God. 

Take  care  that  a  good  Rhetori¬ 
cian  gives  a  tafte  of  true  eloquence 
to  your  fons,  rather  by  example 
than  by  precept.  Make  them 
comprehend,  that  what  is  really 
beautiful  does  not  depend  upon  ei¬ 
ther  modes  or  times ;  and  that  if 
there  are  different  ways  of  expref- 
iing  things  according  to  different 
ages,  there  is  only  one  of  conceiv¬ 
ing  them  properly. 

Guard  them  againft  that  child- 
ifh  eloquence,  which,  playing  on 
words,  is  difgufting  to  true  tafte  ; 
and  perfuade  them  that  no  gigan¬ 
tic  ideas  or  expreftions  ever  enter 
into  an  elegant  difeourfe.  Altho’ 
we  ought  never  to  be  fated  of  true 
eloquence,  man  is  fo  fantaftical  as 
to  be  glutted  with  it ;  and  it  is 
owing  to  this,  that  we  fee  a  lin¬ 
gular  and  trifling  didion  prefer¬ 
red  to  the  commanding  language 
of  the  Orators  of  the  laft  age. 

There  are  men,  and  periods  of 
time,  which  have  eftablilhed  the 
ftandard  of  tafte  in  every  thing  ; 
and  it  is  on  their  produ(ftions  that 
the  eyes  of  your  children,  fhould 
be  conftantly  fixed,  as  the  beft  mo¬ 
dels  ;  not,  however,  with  llavilh 
ftridlnefs,  for  they  fhould  not  be 
fervile  imitators  of  any  perfon. 

I  love  that  the  fancy  fhould  take 
wing,  and  adl  from  itfclf,  inftead 
of  being  a  copy  for  want  of  inven¬ 
tion.  We  have  men  of  fine  parts ; 
and  we  fhould  have  men  of  genius. 


if  they  did  not  too  mechanically 
follow  the  beaten  road.  He  knows 
little,  who  knows  only  one  path. 
The  fpirit  of  invention  is  inexhau- 
ftible  when  we  dare  make  the  at¬ 
tempt.  I  often  tell  my  pupils, 
“  Be  yourfelves ; — think  in  your 

own  way.”  It  is  a  melancho  y 
thing  to  employ  young  people, 
for  whole  years,  in  learning  no¬ 
thing  but  the  art  of  repeating. 

When  your  children  have  at¬ 
tained  the  age  of  maturity,  then 
is  the  time  to  fpeak  to  them,  as  a 
friend,  of  the  nothingnefs  of  the 
pleafures  in  which  the  world  places 
its  happinefs ;  of  the  misfortunes 
in  which  they  engage  us ;  the  re- 
morfe  they  excite;  the  injury  they 
do  both  to  body  and  foul ;  the  abyfs 
they  dig  under  our  fteps,  while 
they  appear  only  to  fcatter  flow¬ 
ers. 

It  will  be  no  difficult  matter  for 
you  to  point  out  to  them  the  dan¬ 
gerous  rocks  of  fenfuabty,  ei¬ 
ther  by  vigorous  expreflions,  or 
ftriking  examples  ;  and  to  perfuade 
them  that,  without  idlenefs,  the 
greater  part  of  the  pleafures  to 
which  people  addidl  themfelves  fo 
immoderately  would  have  no  at- 
tradlions.  In  idlenefs,  as  in  fleep, 
they  form  to  themfelves  the  moft 
brilliant  ideas,  and  reprefent  a 
thoufand  agreeable  chimeras  which 
have  no  exiftence. 

When  a  fon  is  perfuaded  that  a 
father  talks  only  reafon  to  him, 
and  folely  from  tendernefs,  he 
hearkens  to  him,  and  his  advice 
produces  the  beft  effects. 

Laftly,  after  having  erefted  this 
edifice,  there  ftill  remains  what  I 
look  upon  as  the  moft  difficult  of 
all I  mean,  the  choice  of  a  pro- 
feflion.  This  is  commonly  thje 
touchftone  of  fathers  and  mothers, 
N  4  and 
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and  the  moil  critical  point  for 
children. 

If  you  will  be  perfuaded  by  me, 
you  will  give  them  a  year  to  them- 
felves  to  refledl:  upon  the  kind  of 
life  that  fuits  them,  before  you 
fpeak  to  them  of  one  profellion  in 
preference  to  another.  The  good 
education  they  will  have  received, 
the  knowledge  they  will  have  ac¬ 
quired,  will  naturally  lead  them 
to  a  happy  ilTue  ;  and  there  will 
be  good  reafon  to  hope  they  will 
then  decide  for  themfelves,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  inclinations,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  reafon. 

It  will  then  be  necelTary  to  fpeak 
frequently  to  them  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  and Hifad vantages  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  conditions  of  life,  and  to  let 
them  know  how  much  their  tem¬ 
poral  and  eternal  intereft  is  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
their  duty.  The  facerdotal  and 
monkilh  profeffions  furnifh  ample 
matter  upon  the  ineftimable  hap- 
pinefs  they  muft  take  who  are 
truly  called  to  them  ;  and  the  ter¬ 
rible  calamities  which  they  muft 
experience,  who  have  the  raftinefs 
to  embrace  them  without  any  but 
worldly  views.  The  rank  of  an 
Officer  or  a  Magiftrate  prefen ts  a 
multitude  of  duties  to  difcharge  ; 
and  it  is  fufficient  to  lay  thefe  du¬ 
ties  before  them,  to  convince  them 
of  their  importance. 

After  thefe  precautions,  and  af¬ 
ter  having  often  implored  the  af- 
fiftance  of  Heaven,  your  fons  will 
enter  refolutely  upon  the  plan  of 
life  they  have  chofen  ;  and  you 
will  have  the  confolation  of  being 
able  to  fay  before  God  and  man. 
That  you  have  paid  a  proper  re¬ 
gard  to  their  inclinations  and 
their  liberty.  Nothing  is  fo 
fatal  as  for  fathers  to  thwart  the 


inclinations  of  their  children  ;  they 
expofe  them  to  perpetual  repin- 
ings,  and  themfelves  to  the  moft 
bitter  reproaches,  and  even  impre¬ 
cations,  which  they  have  un  for¬ 
tunately,  deferved. 

Since  Providence  has  given  you 
wealth,  and  you  were  born  in  a 
diftinguiffied  rank,  you  fhould 
fupporc  your  fons  according  to  their 
fortune  and  condition  ;  letting 
them,  however,  always  feel  fome 
wants,  and  keeping  them  always 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation, 
to  teach  them  that  this  life  is  not 
our  ftate  of  happinefs,  and  that 
the  higher  they  are  raifed,  the  lefs 
ought  they  to  become  proud.  Take 
care  to  give  them  money,  that  they 
may  learn  from  yourfelf  not  to 
become  mifers,  and  that  they  may 
have  it  in  their  power  to  afiift  the 
unfortunate.  It  will  be  proper  to 
obferve,  with  your  own  eyes,  the 
ufe  they  make  of  it ;  and  if  you 
hnd  them  addifted  either  to  ava¬ 
rice  or  prodigality,  you  fliould  lef- 
fen  their  allowance. 

Laiily,  my  dear  and  refpedlable 
friend,  attend  more  to  the  hearts 
than  the  uriderftandings  of  your 
fons :  if  the  heart  is  good,  all  will 
go  well. 

Circumftances  muft  teach  you 
how  to  govern  them  ;  you  ftiould 
appear  fometimes  indulgent,  at 
other  timto  fevere,  but  always  juft 
and  candid.  Thofe  young  people 
who  will  not  be  wife,  are  diftref- 
fed  when  they  are  reproved  with  a 
fpirit  of  equity,  becaufe  they  hnd, 
againft  their  inclination,  that  they 
cannot  reply. 

Leave  them  a  liberal  freedom, 
fo  that  their  father’s  houfe  may 
not  be  their  laft  choice ;  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  that  they  ftiould  be  happier 
there  than  elfevvhere,  and  find 
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thofe  pleafures  which  may  reafon- 
ably  be  expelled  from  a  parent, 
who,  though  a  friend  to  order,  is 
indulgent  from  afFe6lion. 

My  pen  hurries  me  on  in  fpite 

of  me: - as  if  it  had  fentiment, 

and  reliflied  the  pleafure  which  I 
tafte  in  fpeaking  to  you  of  your 
dear  children,  whom  I  love  better 
than  myfelf,  and  a  little  lefs  than 
you.  May  God  heap  his  bleffings 
upon  them,  and  they  will  be  what 
they  ought  to  be  1 — The  education 
which  you  will  give  them  muft 
blolTom  to  eternity.  There  it  is 
that  Parents  reap  the  fruit  of  the 
good  advice  they  have  given  to 
their  children,  and  that  worthy 
Fathers  find  themfelves,  with  their 
worthy  Sons,  to  be  for  ever  hap- 

py* 
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T^ranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  Monfieur 
de  Voltaire,  concerning  the  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Letters,  from  %vhich  the 
preceding  Article  is  taken, 

2d  May,  1776. 

HAVE  been  fo  tired,  my  dear 
friend,  with  my  ingenious  and 
gallant  letters  which  I  have  never 
written,  and  fo  many  other  trump- 
peries  imputed  to  me,  that  you 
mu  ft  forgive  me  if  I  take  the  part 
of  every  cardinal  or  pope  who  are 
played  the  fame  trick. 

1  have  long  been  provoked  at 
that  political  teftament,  fo  fraudu¬ 
lently  produced  under  the  name  of 
Cardinal  Richlieu.  Can  one  con¬ 
ceive  political  councils  of  a  prime 
minifter,  who  never  fpeaks  to  his 
king  of  the  queen,  who  was  in  fo 
equivocal  a  fituation  ;  of  his  bro¬ 


ther,  who  had  fo  often  confpired 
againft  him  ;  or  of  the  dauphin, 
his  fon,  whofe  education  was  fo 
important  ;  or  of  his  enemies, 
againft  whom  he  had  fo  many  mea- 
fures  to  take  ;  or  of  the  proteftants 
of  the  kingdom,  againft  whom  the 
fame  prince  had  fo  often  made 
war;  or  of  his  armies,  his  negoci- 
ations,  or  any  of  his  generals  or 
ambaffadors  ?  It  would  be  madnefs 
and  folly  to  believe  this  rhapfo- 
dy  written  by  a  minifter  of  ftate. 
Every  page  detects  the  moft  ill- 
concerted  forgery  ;  yet  the  name 
of  Cardinal  Richlieu  impofed  on 
the  world  for  fome  time,  and  fome 
men  of  genius  held  up  as  oracles 
the  enormous  errors  with  which 
the  book  fwarms.  Thus  would 
every  error  be  perpetuated  from 
one  end  of  the  world  to  another, 
if  it  were  not  for  fome  good  foul, 
who  had  the  courage  to  ftop  it  in 
its  way.  We  have  fince  had  the 
teftaments  of  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  of  Colbert,  of  Louvois,- 
Alberoni,  Marlhal  Belleifte,  and 
Mandrin.  Among  fo  many  he¬ 
roes  I  dare  not  rank  myfelf ;  but 
you  know  that  lawyer  Marchand 
has  made  my  will,  in  which  he  had 
the  difcretion  not  to  infert  a  le¬ 
gacy  for  himfelf. 

You  have  feen  the  letters  of 
Queen  Chriftiana,  of  Ninon,  of 
the  Marchionefs  Pompadour,  of 
Mademoifelle  Tron  to  her  lover, 
the  Rev.  Father  la  Chaize,  confef- 
for  of  Louis  XIV.  We  have  now 
the  letters  of  Pope  Ganganelli ; 
they  are  in  French,  though  he 
never  wrote  in  that  language.  He 
muft  certainly  have  had  the  gift  of 
tongues  in  the  courfe  of  his  life 
incognito.  Thefe  letters  are  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  French  tafte.  The 
exprelTions,  the  terms,  the  thoughts, 
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the  faftiionable  phrafe,  the  whole 
is  French.  They  have  been  print¬ 
ed  in  France.  The  editor  is  ,a 
Frenchman,  born  near  Tours,  who 
has  taken  a  name  in  J.  and  has 
already  publilhed  feveral  French 
works  under  borrowed  names. 

If  this  editor  had  tranflated  the 
teal  letters  of  Pope  Clement  XIV. 
into  French,  he  would  have  depo- 
fited  the  originals  in  fome  public 
library.  The  public  has  a  right 
to  fay  to  him,  as  was  formerly  faid 
to  the  Abbe  Nodot,  Shew  me 
your  manufeript  of  Petronius  at 
‘‘  Bellegarde,  or  confent  not  to 
**  be  believed.  It  is  as  faife  that 
you  have  in  your  hands  the 
true  fatire  of  Petronius,  as  it  is 
that  this  ancient  fatire  was  the 
work  of  a  conful,  and  a  pidure 
of  Nero’s  life.  Ceafe  to  think 
of  deceiving  the  learned  ;  it  is 
only  the  vulgar  that  are  deceiv- 
ed.” 

When  the  comedy  of  the  Scotch¬ 
woman  was  publifhed  under  the 
name  of  William  Vade  and  Jerome 
Carre,  the  public  immediately 
faw  the  humour  of  it,  and  did  not 
require  formal  proofs.  But  when 
one  makes  ufe  of  the  name  of  a 
Pope,  whofe  alhes  are  yet  warm, 
we  fhould  put  ourfelves  out  of  the 
reach  of  fufpicion  ;  one  Ihould  Ihew 
to  the  whole  facred  college  the 
letters  figned  Ganganelli ;  one 
fhould  depofitthem  in  the  Vatican 
library,  with  the  atteftations  of 
all  who  know  the  hand.  Without 
this,  one  would  be  branded  all 
over  Europe  as  a  man  who  dared 
to  take  the  name  of  a  Pope  to  fell 
a  book.  Reus  ejl  quia  Jilium  Dei  fe 
fjscit* 

For  myfelf,  I  confefs,  that  were 
thefe  fame  letters  to  be  ihewn  to 
me  with  all  thefe  atteftations,  I 


fhould  no  more  believe  them  to  be? 
the  work  of  Ganganelli,  than  I 
fhould  believe  the  letters  of  Pilate 
written  to  Tiberius  to  be  really 
written  by  Pilate. 

You  a&,  why  I  am  fo  Incredu¬ 
lous  about  thefe  letters.  Becaufe 
I  have  read  them,  and  can  dif- 
cover  the  forgery  in  every  page. 
I  have  been  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  Venetian  Algarotti  to 
know  that  he  never  had  the  leaf! 
correfpondence  with  the  Cordelier 
Ganganelli,  nor  with  the  Conful- 
tor  Ganganelli,  nor  with  the  Car¬ 
dinal  Ganganelli,  nor  with  the 
Pope  Ganganelli.  The  little  pieces 
of  advice  which  are  given  in  a 
friendly  way  to  this  Algarotti  and 
me,  were  never  given  by  this 
good  Monk  after  he  became  a  good 
Pope. 

It  is  impolTible  that  Ganganelli 
Ihould  have  written  to  Mr.  Stew'- 
art,  the  Scotchman,  “  My  dear 
“  Sir,  I  am  fincerely  attached  to 
the  Englifh  nation.  I  have  a 
“  fixed  efteem  for  your  great 
“  poets.”  What  fay  you  to  an 
Italian  confefling  to  a  Sotchman, 
that  he  has  a  fixed  eficem  for 
the  Englifh  poets,”  when  he 
does  not  underfland  a  word  of  En¬ 
glifh  f 

The  editor  goes  farther :  he 
makes  his  learned  Ganganelli  fay, 
‘‘  I  make  fometimes  nofturnal  vi- 
''  fits,  to  Newton  :  when  all  Na- 
ture  is  afleep,  I  fit  up  to  read 
and  admire  him.  No  perfon 
like  him  unites  fcience  and  fim- 
“  plicity.  This  is  the  charafler- 
“  iflic  of  a  genius  which  knows 
neither  pomp  nor  ofientation.” 
You  fee  how  the  editor  puts 
himfelf  in  the  place  of  his  Pope, 
and  what  a  ftrange  place  he  gives 
to  Newton,  He  pretends  to  have 
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rrad  him,  and  he  talks  of  him 
like  a  learned  Benedidine,  deep 
verfed  in  hiftory,  and  yet  modeft. 
A  pleafant  elogium  this  of  the 
greateft  mathematician  that  ever 
was,  and  of  the  man  who  diffeded 
light. 

In  the  fame  letter  he  takes 
Berkeley,  Bilhop  of  Cloyne,  for 
one  of  thofe  who  wrote  againft  the 
Chriliian  religion  ;  he  ranks  him 
with  Spinofa  and  Bayle.  He 
knows  not  that  Berkeley  was  one 
of  the  profoundeft  defenders  ot 
Chriilianity.  He  knows  not  that 
Spinofa  never  mentioned  it,  and 
that  Bayle  wrote  no  work  exprelT- 
Jy  on  fo  refpedable  a  fubjed. 

The  editor,  in  a  letter  to  an 
Abbe  Lami,  makes  Ganganelli, 
whofe  name  he  affumes,  fay,  “  that 
the  foul  is  the  greateft  wonder 
in  the  univerfe,  as  Dante  fays.” 
A  Pope,  or  a  Cordelier,  might 
cite  Dante  by  wholefale,  to  appear 
a  man  of  letters ;  but  there  is  not 
a  line  of  this  ftrange  jioet  Dante 
that  fays  what  he  is  here  made  to 
fay. 

In  another  letter  to  a  Venetian 
lady,  Ganganelli  amufes  himfelf 
in  confuting  Locke;  that  is,  the 
editor,  fuperior  to  Locke,  delights 
in  cenfuring  him  under  the  name 
of  the  Pope. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Cardinal  Qui- 
rini,  the  editor  exprelTes  himfelf 
thus  : — “  Your  Eminence,  who  is 
fond  of  the  French,  will  cer- 
tainly  forgive  their  civilities, 
“  though  beneath  your  dignity. 
There  is  no  harm,  except  in  all 
ages  taken  colledively.  There 
**  may  be  fparks,  flames,  lilies, 
rains,  dews,  rivers,  and  ftreams. 
**  This  is  a  perfed  reprefentation 
of  Nature;  and  the  better  to 
judge  of  the  univerfe  and  the 


jSy 

**  weather,  we  muft  unite  the  dif*' 
ferent  points  of  view,  and  form 
**  but  one.”  Can  you  really  per- 
fuade  yourfelf  that  the  Pope  wrote 
this  nonfenfe  in  French  againft  the 
French  ?  v 

Is  it  not  pleafant,  in  Letter  CXI. 
to  hear  Ganganelli,  juft  made  a 
Cardinal,  fay,  “  we  are  not  made 
Cardinals  to  irapofe  on  the 
world  by  our  ftate,  but  to  be 
‘‘  pillars  of  the  holy  fee.  Every 
‘‘  thing,  even  our  red  habit,  re- 
minds  us,  that  we  are  to  en* 
deavour,  even  to  the  Ihedding 
of  our  blood,  to  aid  religion. 
When  I  fee  Cardinal  Tournon 
“  flie  to  the  uttermoft  part  of  the 
“  earth,  to  preach  the  truth  un. 

adulterated,  the  noble  example 
**  animates  me,  and  I  am  ready 
to  undertake  every  thing.” 
Would  not  one  by  this  pafiage 
think  that  a  Cardinal  Tournon 
quitted  the  pleafures  of  Rome  in 
1706,  to  go  and  preach  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  China,  and  to  be  mar¬ 
tyred.  The  fad  is,  that  a  Sa¬ 
voyard  prieft,  named  Maillard, 
brought  up  at  Rome  in  the  college 
de  Propaganda,  was  fent  to  China 
in  1706,  by  Pope  Clement  XI.  to 
give  an  account  to  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  de  Propaganda  of  the  difpute 
between  the  Jacobites  and  Jefuits 
about  two  words  of  the  Chinefe 
language.  Maillard  took  the  name 
of  Tournon.  He  had  foon  letters 
of  Vicar  Apoftolic  in  China.  From 
the  time  of  this  appointment  he 
fancied  he  underftood  Chinefe  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  Emperor  Camhi.  He 
wrote  word  to  Pope  Clement  XL 
that  the  Emperor  and  Jefuits  were 
heretics.  The  emperor  contented 
himfelf,  with  putting  him  in  pri^ 
fon  at  Macao.  It  was  faid  that  the 
Jefuits  poifoned  him.  But  before 
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tlie  poifon  took  efFe£l^  he  had,  as 
he  pretended,  the  credit  to  obtain 
a  hat  from  the  Pope.  The  Chi- 
nefe  know  not  what  a  hat  is. 
Maiilard  died  as  foon  as  his  hat 
arrived.  This  is  the  exad  hidory 
of  this  ridiculous  affair.  The  edi¬ 
tor  fuppofes  that  Ganganelli  was 
fo  ignorant  as  to  know  nothing  of 
the  matter. 

In  lliort,  the  perfon  who  bor¬ 
rows  the  name  of  Pope  Ganga¬ 
nelli,  carries  his  zeal  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  in  his  LVIlIth  letter,  to  a 
Bailli  of  the  republic  of  St,  Ma¬ 
rino,  I  ihall  not  fend  you  the 
book  you  alk  for.  It  is  an 
unfinilhed  produdlion,  ill  tran- 
flated  from  the  French,  and 
abounds  with  errors  againll  mo- 
rality  and  religion.  It  talks  of 
nothing  but  humanity,  which  is 
the  prefent  falhionable  phrafe 
artfully  fubftituted  to  charity, 
becaufe  humanity  is  a  mere 
**  heathen  virtue.  Modern  philo- 
fophy  defpifes  every  thing  that 
favours  of  Chriftianity.’^ 

You  will  obferve,  that,  though 
our  Pope  is  afraid  of  the  word 
humanity,  the  Moll  Chrillian  King 
boldly  ufes  it  in  his  edidl  of  April 
12,  1776,  whereby  he  diilributes 
gratis,  remedies  to  all  the  lick  in 
his  kingdom.  The  edift  begins 
thus :  “  His  Majelly,  defirous  for 
the  future,  for  the  want  of  hu- 
manity,*’  &c. 

The  editor  may  be  inhuman  on 
paper  as  long  as  he  pleafes,  but  he 
mull  give  our  kings  and  minillers 
leave  to  be  humane.  It  is  clear 
that  he  is  Ilrangely  miflaken  ;  and 
this  is  the  cafe  with  all  thofe 
gentlemen  that  thus  deal  out 
their  produdions  under  refpeclable 
names.  On  this  rock  have  fplit  all 
the  teftament "  Biakers,  This  in 


particular  betrayed  Boifguilbert® 
who  prefumed  to  print  his  Dix- 
ieme  Royal, under  the  name  of  Mar- 
Ihal  Vauban.  Such  were  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  Memoirs  of  Vordac, 
Montbrun,  Ponds,  and  fo  many 
others. 

I  think  the  falfe  Ganganelli  is 
by  this  time  llript  of  his  malk.  Jf 
he  fet  up  for  Pope,  1  have  depofed 
him.  If  he  chufes  to  excommuni¬ 
cate  me,  he  is  heartily  welcome. 


O/i  the  ConneBicn  between  Mujlct 
Prophecy,  and  Poetry,  particularly 
under  the  Jewifh  Difpenfation  ;  hy 
Charles  Burney,  Efq.  Muf.  D. 
F,  R.  S.  in  his  General  Hiilory 
of  Mulic,  from  the  earliek  Ages 
to  the  prefent  Period. 

IT  appears  from  m^ny  palTages 
in  Scripture,  that  njujic  was 
as  nearly  allied  to  prophecy  as  to 
poetry. 

When  Samuel,  after  fecretly 
anointing  Saul  king,  inllruds 
the  new  monarch  in  the  meafures 
he  is  to  ,  purfue  for  ellablilhing 
himfelf  on  the  throne,  he  fays, 
and  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  when 
thou  art  come  to  the  city  (Beth- 
el),  that  thou  fhalt  meet  a  com- 
**  pany  of  prophets  coming  down 
from  the  high  place,  with  a 
pfaltery  and  tabret,  and  a  pipe, 
and  a  harp  before  them,  and 
they  lliall  prophefy.  And  the 
“  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come- 
upon  thee,  and  thou  lhalt  pro- 
phefy  with  them.” 

Who  is  ignorant,  fays  Quinti¬ 
lian,  that  mufic  in  ancient  times 
was  fo  much  cultivated,  and  held 
in  fuch  veneration  that  mulicians 
were  called  by  the  names  of  pro-- 
phsts  and  fages  ? 

Vai$s^ 
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Fates,  in  Latin,  is  a  common 
term  for  prophet,  poet,  and  mujician. 
The  oracles  of  the  ancients  were 
delivered  in  fong;  and  the  Pythian 
priells,  who  compofed  into  hexa¬ 
meter  verfe  the  loofe  and*  dif- 
jointed  expreflions  of  the  agonizing 
Pythia,  were  ftyled  prophets,  -ro-po- 
(p'/jrai.  Thefe,  according  to  Plu¬ 
tarch,  were  feated  round  the  fanc- 
tuary,  in  order  to  receive  the 
words  of  the  Pythia,  and  indole 
them  immediately  into  a  certain 
number  of  verfes,  as  liquors  are 
inclofed  in  bottles. 

Olen,  one  of  the  firfl:  priefts  of 
Apollo,  was  at  once  poet  and 
prophet;  and  Phemonoe,  the  firlt 
priellefs  at  Delphos,  is  related  to 
have  delivered  her  oracles  in  verfe 
by  infpiration  only,  without  ftudy 
or  a fli fiance. 

The  impro^'vi/atori  *  of  Italy  are 
Hill  accompanied  by  an  inftrument, 
like  the  prophets  of  old  ;  and  Ita¬ 
lian  poets,  who  write  down  verfes, 
fing  at  the  time  of  compoling 
them. 

The  examples  in  Scripture 
of  this  union  of  mufic  and  pro¬ 
phecy  are  numerous.  “  More- 

“  over,  David,  and  the  captains 
“  of  the  hoil,  feparated  to  the  fer- 
“  vice  of  the  fons.of  Afaph,  and 
**  of  Heman,  and  of  Jeduthun, 
who  fhould  prophejy  njoith  harps, 
with  pjalteries,  and  with  cym~ 

“  hals. - Of  the  fons  of  Afaph, 

“  four,  who  prophefied  according 
to  the  order  of  the  king  — of 
“  Jeduthun,  fix,  wsho  prophejied 
**  nxjith  a  harp,  to  give  thanks, 
and  to  praife  the  Lord.  And 


of  the  fons  of  Heman,  the  king’s 
“  feer  in  the  words  of  God,  four- 
“  teen,  to  lift  up  the  hornd^ 

But  the  moil  flriking  example  of 
the  cuflom  pradifed  by  the  pro¬ 
phets,  of  tranquilizing  their  minds, 
and  exciting  in  themfelves  divine 
infpiration,  by  means  of  mufic,  is 
in  the  fecond  book  of  Kings. 

The  three  fovereigns  of  Ifrael, 
Judah,  and  Edom,  marching  with 
their  armies  through  a  wildernefs, 
v/ere  all  upon  the  point  of  being 
deflroyed  by  third,  as  there  was 
no  water  to  be  found  in  their  paf- 
fage,  either  for  man  or  bead. 

“  And  the  king  of  Ifrael  faid, 
Alas  !  that  the  Lord  hath  cal- 
led  thefe  three  kings  together, 
“  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of 
Moab.  But  Jehofhaphat  faid. 
Is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of 
“  the  Lord,  that  we  may  enquire 
of  the  Lord  by  him  ?  And  one 
of  the  king  of  Ifrael’s  fervants 
anfwered  and  faid.  Here  is 
Elifha,  the  fon  of  Shaphat.  So 
“  the  king  of  Ifrael  and  Jehofha- 
“  phat,  and  the  king  of  Edom, 
went  down  to  him. — And  Elifha 
faid.  Bring  me  a  minfrel.  And 
it  came  to  pafs  when  the  min- 
ftrel  played,  that  the  hand  of 
“  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  and 
he  faid.  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
make  this  valley  full  of  ditches, 
''  &c.” 

Prophet,  in  fome  parts  of  the 
Scripture,  feems  to  imply  little 
more  than  a  mere  poet,  or  pfal- 
modifl,  who  fung  extempore  verfes 
to  the  found  of  an  inftrument,  as 
the  impro'wi/atori  of  Italy  and 


*  Perfons  endued  with  the  gift  of  repeating  or  fmging  verfes,  extempore  or 
off  hand,  upon  any  given  iubje<5l.  They  are  faid  to  be  pretty  common  in 
Italy  among  the  learned  ;  and,  what  isHilI  more  furprifing,  they  are  not  altoge¬ 
ther  uncommon  among  the  molt  illiterate  in  Spain,  with  regard  to  matters  of 
common  occurrences,  as  appears  from  Mr.  Barretti’s  Account  of  his  Journey 
through  that  kingdom. 

Spain 


f 
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Spain  do  at  prefent.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  fuch  inspiration  was  not 
likely  to  be  of  great  Service  to  the 
perSon  upon  whom  it  was  confer¬ 
red,  nor  on  his  hearers;  for  we 
are  told,  i  Sam.  chap,  xviii.  and  lo. 
“  that  the  e‘vzl  Spirit  from  God 

came  upon  Saul,  and  he  pro- 

pheSied  in  the  midfl  of  the 

houSe.’* 

It  is  fuppoSed  by  many  of  the 
fathers  and  commentators,  that 
the  ancient  Hebrews  had  a  col¬ 
lege,  or  fchool,  of  prophets, 
which  muft  likewife  have  been 
a  fchool  of  mufic  ;  as  the  paffages 
a.Iready  cited  from  the  facred 
writings  fully  prove,  that  the  pro¬ 
phets  either  accompanied  them- 
felves,  or  were  accompanied  by 
others,  with  mufical  inftruments, 
in  the  exercife  of  their  funtlions. 

David,  by  having  cultivated 
mufic  fo  early,  feems  to  have  been 
intended  by  his  family  for  the  pro- 
felfioa  of  a  prophet.  St.  Ambrofe 
fays,  that  he  had  always  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  and  was  chofen  by 
God  himfelf,  in  preference  to  all 
other  prophets,  to  compofe  pSalms, 

And,  according  to  Eufebius, 
David  carried  his  harp,  or,  as  this 
prelate  calls  it,  his  lyre,  with  him, 
wherever  he  went ;  to  con  foie  him 
in  his  afilidion,  and  to  fing  to  it 
the  praifes  of  God.  And  in  his 
preface  to  the  Pfalms,  he  alTerts 
that  this  prince,  as  head  of  the 
prophets,  was  generally  in  the  ta¬ 
bernacle,  with  his  lyre,  amidft  the 
other  prophets  and  fingers,  and 
that  each  of  them  prophefied,  and 
fung  his  canticle,  as  infpiration 
came  on. 

The  Chaldean  paraphrafe  un- 
derfiands  by  prophefying,  ador- 
“  ing  God,  and  finging  praifes 
«*  unto  him.’^ 
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The  great  fanhedrim,  fays  the 
bifliop  cf  Gloucefter,  feems  to  have 
been  efiabiifhed  after  the  failure 
of  prophefies.  And  concerning  the 
members  of  this  body,  the  rabbins 
tell  us,  there  was  a  tradition,  that 
they  were  bound  to  be  ikilied  in  all 
fciences. 


^ranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  Morfeur 
de  Voltaire  to  Monjieur  d'Argen- 
teuil,  concerning  ShakefpeareT 
Works,  and  the  'Tranjlation  of  them 
into  French,  undertaken  by  Mon- 
fieur  le  Comte  de  Catuelan,  Mon^ 
feur  le  Tourneur,  and  Monfeur 
Fontaine  Malherbe. 

Ferney,  July  19,  1776. 
My  dear  Friend, 

Hear  that  Monf.  de  St.  Julian 
is  juft  arrived  in  my  defert 
with  Le  Kain.  if  this  news  be 
true,  I  am  quite  furprifed,  and 
quite  overjoyed. — But  I  muft  alfo 
tell  you,  how  angry  I  am  for  the 
honour  of  the  gang  againft  one 
Tourneur,  who  is  faid  to  be  fecre- 
tary  to  a  fet  of  book-makers,  but 
who  does  not  appear  to  be  a  fecre- 
tary  of  tafte.  Fray  have  you  read 
two  miferable  volumes,  in  which 
he  would  have  us  look  upon  Shake- 
fpeare  as  the  only  perfect  model  of 
tragedy  ?  He  calls  him  the  god 
of  the  theatre  ;  he  facrifices  all  the 
French  dramatirts  without  excep¬ 
tion  to  his  idol,  as  they  formerly 
ufed  to  facrifice  hogs  to  Ceres. — ^ 
He  does  not  deign  to  name  Cor¬ 
neille,  or  Racine  : — thefe  two  great 
men  are  only  enveloped  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  profeription,  without  their 
names  being  pronounced. — There 
are  already  two  volumes  printed  of 
this  Shakefpeare,  which  one  would 

take 
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take  to  be  pieces  compofed  for  Bar¬ 
tholomew-fair  two  hundred  years 
ago, —  This  rafcal  has  found  means 
to  engage  the  king,  the  queen,  and 
all  the  royal  family,  to  fubfcribe 
to  his  work. 

Pray,  have  you  read  his  abomi¬ 
nable  conjuring-book,  of  which 
there  are  to  be  five  volumes  more  ? 
Do  you  feel  fufficlent  hatred  againft 
this  imprudent  blockhead  f  Can 
you  bear  the  affront  which  he 
throws  on  the  whole  French  na¬ 
tion  ?  You  and  Monfieur  de  Thou- 
beville  are  too  milky.  There  are 
not  in  all  France  enough  of  fools¬ 
caps,  enough  of  pillories  for  fuch 
a  knave !  The  blood  boils  in  my 
veins  when  I  fpeak  of  him  ;  if  he 
has  not  put  you  into  a  pafhon,  I 
hold  you  to  be  incapable  of  feeling. 
The  word:  of  it  is,  that  the  monfter 
has  a  party  in  France ;  and  what 
is  peculiarly  unfortunate,  ’twas  I 
that  formerly  frft  talked  of  this 
Shakefpeare  ; — *twas  1  that  fhewed 
the  French  fome  pearls  which  I 
found  on  his  enormous  dunghill*. 
-—I  little  thought  that  I  fhould  help 
to  tread  under  foot  the  crowns  of 
Racine  and  Corneille,  to  adorn 
the  head  of  a  buffoon  and  barba¬ 
rian. 

I  beg  you  would  endeavour  to 
be  as  much  in  a  paffion  as  I  am, 
otherwife  I  feel  myfelf  capable  of 
committing  fome  defperate  deed. 
As  to  my  friend  Monf.  Gilbert,  I 


wifh  he  may  go  full  gallop  to  the 
pillory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.&c. 


^ranjlation  of  a  Letter  f  on  the 
fame  SuhjeSl  nvitb  that  of  the  fore¬ 
going,  and  nuritten  by  the  fame 
Gentleman,  to  the  ^ Academy , 
<where  it  <was  read  at  their  laf} 
Public  Meeting  on  the  Fefinjal  of 
St.  Louis,  Augull  the  23d,  1776; 
fwith  fuitable  Remarks  upon  it,, 
by  one  of  the  Gentlemen  nvho  nurite 
the  London  Review.  From  the 
London  Review. 

E  have  here  fo  remarkable 
an  inflance  of  the  vanity, 
petulance,  and  invidious  dirpofi-i 
tion,  of  this  celebrated  writer,  that 
we  fhould  gladly  pafs  it  over,  in 
refped;  to  his  real  merit  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  excellence,  did  we 
not  think  it  a  piece  of  juflice  due 
to  the  memory  of  our  favourite 
Shakefpeare,  to  expofe  the  folly 
and  malignity  (if  we  may  give 
them  fo  harfh  a  name)  of  this 
cauflic  effufion  of  our  author’s 
fpleen.  To  do  this  alfo,  we  need 
do  little  more  than  give  a  literal 
tranllation  of  the  letter  itfelf. 

Gentlemen, 

CARDINAL  Richlieu,  the 
great  Corneille,  and  Scuderi,  who 
prefumed  to  imagine  himfelf  his 
rival,  fubmitted  the  Cid,  taken 


*  The  celebrated  Mrs.  Montague  (who  happened  to  be  in  company  at  Paris, 
where  the  above  letter  was  read)  as  Toon  as  flie  heard  the  coarl’e  exprefiion, 
enorme  fumier,  could  not  help  adding,  “  e’eft  un  fumier,  qui  a  fertilife  une 
terre  bien  ingrate  1”  ’Tis  a  dunghill  that  has  fertilized  a  moft  ungrateful 
foil. 

•f  So  exceffively  nice  were  the  French  Academicians,  on  the  public  reading 
of  this  letter,  that  feveral  quotations  from  Slnkefpeare  were  fupj'ieffed,  as  being 

too  indelicate  to  bear  lecital  in  fb  folemn  an  alltmbly. - - The  editor  of  this 

work  has  taken  the  libtrty  of  copying  the  example  of  the  French  academicians, 
with  regard  to  two  or  three  pallages. 
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from  the  Spanifh  drama,  to  your 
judgment.  In  like  manner  we  have 
now  recourfe  to  the  fame  impartial 
decifion,  on  account  of  certain  fo¬ 
reign  tragedies,  dedicated  to  the 
king  our  protestor  :  we  appeal  to 
his  judgment  and  to  yours.  Part 
of  the  Englilh  nation  have  lately 
creeled  a  temple  to  their  famous 
poetical  comedian,  Shakefpeare, 
and  inftituted  a  jubilee  to  his  ho¬ 
nour.  Some  Frenchmen  have  af- 
fe£led  the  fame  enthufiafm.  They 
have  imported  an  idol  of  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  Shakefpeare,  juft  as  fome 
imitators  have  done  the  Vauxhall, 
opened  fome  time  fince  at  Paris ; 
or  as  others  have  ftgnalized  them- 
felves  by  calling  the  loin  of  meat 
toajl-beef ;  piquing  themfelves  on 
having  their  tables  ferved  with 
roafi-beef  mutton.  They  make 
their  morning  vifits  in  frocks,  for¬ 
getting  that  the  word  frac  is  de¬ 
rived  from  the  French,  as,  indeed, 
are  almoft  all  the  words  in  the 
Englilh  language.  The  court  of 
Louis  XIV.  formerly  jiolilhed  that 
of  Charles  II.  At  prefent  Lon¬ 
don  is  to  polifh  our  barbarifm. 

“  In  fhort,  gentlemen,  there  is 
publilhed  a  tranflation  of  Shake¬ 
fpeare,  and  we  are  told  that  he 
was  the  creathie  deity  of  the  fuhlime 
art  of  dramatic  <writing  ;  Hvhich  re¬ 
ceived  at  his  hands  exiflence  and  fer- 
fediion  *. 

“  The  tranflator  adds,  that 
Shakefpeare  is  really  unknovjn  in 
France,  or  rather  disfigured.  Things 
are,  then,  much  changed  in  France 


from  what  they  were  about  fifty 
years  ago  ;  when  a  man  of  letters, 
who  has  the  honour  to  be  One  of 
your  brethren,  was  the  hrft  among 
you  who  learnt  the  Engliih  lan¬ 
guage  ;  the  firft  who  made  Shake¬ 
fpeare  known  to  you  ;  v^ho  made 
a  liberal  tranflation  Of  fome  paf- 
fages  from  him  in  verfe,  as  all 
poets  fhould  be  tranflated  ;  who 
made  known  to  you  Pope,  Dryden, 
and  Milton  ;  the  very  firft  who 
ventured  to  explain  the  mathema¬ 
tical  elements  of  the  great  Newton, 
and  who  prefumed  to  do  juftice  to 
the  profound  fagacity  of  Locke, 
the  only  reafonabie  metaphyfician 
who  had,  perhaps,  till  then,  ap-. 
peared  on  the  face  of  the  earth  f . 

“  There  are  not  only  fome  paf- 
fages  of  his  in  verfe,  in  imitation  of 
Milton;  but  he  engaged  Mr.  Du¬ 
pre  de  St.  Maur  to  learn  Englilh, 
and  to  tranflate  Milton,  at  leait 
into  profe. 

“  Some  of  you  know  what  was 
the  reward  of  all  the  pains  he  thus 
took  to  enrich  our  literature  with 
the  treafures  of  the  Englilh  ;  with 
what  cruelty  he  was  perfecuted  for 
having  propofed  to  his  country¬ 
men  the  increaling  of  their  know¬ 
ledge,  by  that  of  a  nation  which 
they  then  only  knew  by  having 
heard  of  the  name  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  f;  and  whofe  reli¬ 
gion  was  in  fome  particulars  diffe¬ 
rent  from  our  own.  The  pro- 
pofed  enterprife  was  looked  upon 
to  be  as  criminal  as  high-trealbn, 
as  abfolute  impiety.  This  outra- 


^  The  tranllator’s  words  are,  le  dieu  createiir  de  Part  fublime,  du  theatre, 
qui  recut  de  fes  mains  Texiftence  &  la  perfection.” 

f  They,  who  know  how  M.  de  Voltaire  hath  illuftrated  thefe  authors,  need 
not  be  told  how  faife  and  contemptible  is  this  boaft. 

J  Is  this  a  compliment  to  the  French  nation  or  our  own  ?  or,  Does  not  this 
Biodert  writer  rather  compliment  himfelf  at  the  expence  of  both  nations  ? 
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geous  behaviour  continued  ;  till  at 
length  the  objedl  of  fo  much  ran¬ 
cour  and  abule  took  no  other  refo- 
lution  than  to  laugh  at  it. 

In  fpite,  however,  of  this  ha¬ 
tred  to  Englifli  philofophy  and  li¬ 
terature,  they  infenfibly  gained 
credit  in  France.  Every  ..book 
printed  in  London  was  prefently 
tranflated;  and  thus  from  one  ex¬ 
treme,  men  ran  precipitately  into 
the  other.  Nothing  was  relilhed 
that  did  not  come,  or  that  was  not 
fuppofed  to  come,  from  England. 
The  bookfellers,  who  are  dealers 
in  falhions,  fold  Englifh  romances 
as  the  milliners  do  ribbons  and 
pin’s,  under  the  name  of  Englifh. 

“  The  fame  perfon  who  had 
been  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  revolu¬ 
tion  among  the  wits,  was  obliged, 
in  the  year  1760,  for  well-known 
reafons,  to  write  comments  on  the 
tragedies  of  the  great  Corneille, 
and  affiduouHy  confulted  you  upon 
that  work.  To  the  celebrated  piece 
of  Cinna,  he  annexed  a  tranflation 
of  Shakefpeare’s  Julius  Csefar  ;  to 
ferve  for  a  comparifon  between  the 
manner  in  which  'the  Engliih  ge¬ 
nius  had  treated  the  confpiracy  of 
Brutus  and  Caffius  againli  Csefar, 
and  that  different  one,  in  which 
Corneille  has  treated  the  confpi- 
racy  of  Cinna  and  Emilius  againfl 
Augullus. 

“  Never  was  there  a  more  faith¬ 
ful  tranflation  *.  The  Englifli 
original  is  fometimes  in  verfe  and 
fometimes  in  profe ;  fometimes  in 
blank  verfe,  and  fometimes  in 
rhime  ;  fometimes  the  language  is 
incredibly  fublime,  as  when  Ccefar 


talks  of  his  refemblance  to  the 
pole-ftar  and  to  Olympus.  In  ano¬ 
ther  pafTage  alfo  he  exclaims 


-Danger  knows  full  well. 


That  Cxfar  is  more  danserous  than, 
he. 

We  were  two  lions  litter’d  in  one  day. 
And  1  the  elder  and  more  terrible. 


- “  Le  Danger  r9ait  bien  qiie  je 

fuis  plus  dangereux  qiie  lui.  Nous 
naquimes  tous  deux  d’une  metne  por-« 
tee  le  menie  juur  j  mais  je  fuis  Taine 
&  le  plus  terrible.” 


Sometimes  the  language  is  of 
the  greateft  fimplicity.  The  dregs 
of  the  people  fpeak  their  own  vul¬ 
gar  tongue.  •  A  cobler  propofes  to 
mend  a  fenator,  viz.  mend  his 
flioes.  The  commei^tator  on  Cor¬ 
neille  endeavoured  to  imitate  this 
great  diverfity  of  flyle.  He  noC 
only  tranflated  the  blank  verfe  into 
blank  verfe,  the  rhime  into  rhime, 
and  the  profe  into  profe  ;  but  he 
traced  figure  for  figure.  To  in¬ 
flation  he  applied  bombaft  ;  fim- 
piicity  and  even  mearmefs,  to  every 
thing  that  was  Ample  and  low  ia 
the  original.  This  was  the  only 
method  to  make  Shakefpeare 
known.  The  affair  related  to  a 
literary  difpute,  and  not  a  book- 
feller’s  bargain  ;  the  public  were 
not  to  be  deceived. 

“  The  new  tranjlator,  in  re¬ 
proaching  France  with  having  no 
correA  tranflation  of  Shakefpeare, 
ought  himfelf  to  have  tranflated 
him  corredly.  He  ought  not,  in 
the  very  firft  feene  of  Julius  C^far, 
to  have  mutilated  his  creaii've  deity 


■  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  fvlr.  Voltaire  fays,  here,  that  of  hjs  own  tran¬ 
flation,  which  few  Englilhinen  will  lay  for  him. 
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Of  tragedy*  He  copies  faithfully 
his  model,  I  confefs,  by  introduc¬ 
ing  on  the  ftage,  his  carpenters, 
butchers,  Ihoemakers,  and  coblers, 
in  company  with  Roman  fenators : 
but  he  fupprefles  all  the  low  jokes, 
which  the  cobler  cuts  on  the  fena¬ 
tors.  He  does  not  even  tranflate 
the  curious  play  on  the  word  figni- 
fying  the  foul  of  man,  and  that 
which  means  the  foie  of  a  flioe.  Is 
not  fuch  a  fuppreffion  a  facrilege 
committed  on  his  dramatic  deity? 

In  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth, 
after  the  hero  is  at  length  deter¬ 
mined  to  affaflinate  his  king  in  his 
bed  ;  juft  after  he  has  been  difplay- 
ing  all  the  horror  of  his  crime,  and 
the  remorfe  which  be  gets  the  bet¬ 
ter  of,  the  honfe  porter  enters  to 
deal  out  his  merry-andrew  jefts. 
This  buffoon  is  fucceeded  by  two 
cf  the  king’s  chamberlains,  one  of 
which  alks  the  other,  what  are  the 
three  things  which  drunkennefs 
provokes;  to  which  the  other  an- 
iwers,  a  pimpled  nofe,  ffeep,  and 
urine, 

“  If  fuch  ideas  and  expreffions 
are  in  fati  that  Nature  for  which 
Shakefpeare  is  to  be  adored,  his 
tranftator  ftiould  by  no  means  de¬ 
prive  him  of  our  adoration.  If 
they  are  only  the  little  negligences 
a  great  genius,  fidelity  requires 
them  to  be  made  known,  were  it 
only  to  con  foie  France,  by  fhewing 
her  that  other  countries  have  their 
negligences  alfo. 

Some  of  you,  gentlemen, 
I;no\v  that  Shakefpeare  wrote  a  tra¬ 
gedy  called  Hamlet ;  in  which  a 
ghoft  makes  his  appearance,  firft 
to  two  centinels  and  to  an  officer, 
'^'\thout  faying  auy  thing  to  either ; 


after  which  he  vanifhes  at  the 
crowing  of  a  cock.  One  of  the 
fpedfators  fays,  it  is  the  cuftom  for 
gholls  to  difappear  when  the  cock 
crows  towards  the  latter  end  of 
December,  on  account  of  the  birth 
of  our  Saviour,  This  ghoft  is  the 
father  of  Hamlet,  in  his  life  time 
king  of  Denmark.  His  widowj, 
Gertrude,  is  the  mother  of  Ham¬ 
let,  married  to  the  brother  of  the 
deceafed,  foon  after  the  death  of 
her  hufband.  This  Hamlet  ex¬ 
claims  in  a  foliloquy  as  fellows  : 

- - Frailty,  thy  name  is  woman  ! 

A  little  month  3  or  ere  thofe  fhoes 
were  old. 

With  which  fhe  followed  ray  poor 
father’s  body. 

O  Heaven  !  abeaft  that  wants  difeourft 
'  of  reafon 

Would  have  mourn’d  longer  ! 

— — — Ah  !  Fragilite  eft  le  nom 
de  la  femme  !  quoi  !  n’attendre  pas 
im  petit  mois  !  quoi !  avant  d’avoir 
ufe  les  fouliers,  avec  lefqiiels  ella 
avoit  fuivi  le  convoi  de  mon  pere  ! 
Oh  ciel  !  les  betes  qui  n’ont  point 
de  raifonj  auroient  fait  un  plus  long 
deuil.” 

“  It  is  hardly  worth  while  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  cannon  are  bred 
in  compliment  to  Queen  Gertrude 
and  her  new-married  fpoufe,  and 
that  a  duel  is  fought  in  the  fifth 
adt,  although  the  adlion  paffes  in 
the  ninth  century,  when  cannon 
were  not  invented.  This  little 
piece  of  inadvertency  is  not  more 
remarkable  than  that  of  making 
Hamlet  fwear  by  St.  Patrick,  and 
call  Jefus  our  Saviour,  at  a  time 
w'hen  they  knew  in  Denmark  as 
little  of  Chriftianity  as  they  did  of 
gunpowder. 

It  is  of  importance  that  the 

ghoft 


so 
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gVioft  relates  to  his  Ton,  in  a  tedious 
iete-a-tete^  that  his  wife  and  his 
brother  difpatched  him,  by  pour- 
ing  poifon  into  his  ear.  Hamlet  de¬ 
termines  to  avenge  his  father,  and, 
in  order  to  give  no  umbrage  to  his 
mother,  counterfeits  madnefs  thro’ 
the  whole  piece. 

In  one  of  the  fits  of  this 
counterfeited  madnefs,  he  has  a 
private  converfatlon  with  his  mo¬ 
ther,  Gertrude ;  during  which, 

'  the  king’s  high  chamberlain  hides 
himfelf  behind  the  arras.  The 
hero  cries  out  he  hears  a  rat,  and 
kills  the  high  chamberlain  upon 
which  the  daughter  of  this  officer, 
who  had  an  afi'edlion  for  Hamlet, 
runs  really  mad,  throws  herfelf 
into  the  fea,  and  drowns  herfelf. 

The  theatre  then,  in  the  fifth 
adt,  reprefents  a  church  and  a  bu- 
rying-ground,  as  if  the  Danes, 
idolaters  in  the  firft  aft,  were  be¬ 
come  chrillians  in  the  fifth.  The 
grave-diggers  make  a  grave  for 
the  poor  girl ;  one  alking  the  other 
whether  a  woman  who  drowns  her¬ 
felf  ought  to  be  interred  in  holy 
ground  :  after  which  they  fing  bal¬ 
lads,  worthy  of  their  profeffion  and 
their  manners;  at  the  fame  time 
throwing  out  the-bones  and  fkulls 
of  the  dead  upon  the  fiage.  Ham¬ 
let  and  the  brother  of  his  miftrefs 
tumble  into  a  grave  and  fall  to 
fiily  cufts. 

“  One  of  your  brethren,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  ventured  to  obferve,  that 
thefe  pleafantries,'^#/hich  ihight 
poffibly  be  accommodated  to  the 
take  of  Shakefpeare’s  age,  were 


not  a  fpecies  of  tragedy  fufficiently 
dignified  for  the  times  of  a  Car¬ 
teret,  aChellerfield  a  Lyttelton, &c. 
At  length  they  were  retrenched  at 
the  molt  reputable  of  the  London 
theatres:  and  M.  Marmontel,  irt 
one  of  his  works,  congratulates 
the  Englifh  on  the  reformation. 
“  Shakefpeare,”  fays  he,  “  is 
abridged  and  correfted  every  day  : 
the  celebrated  Garrick  hath  lately 
cut  out  of  Hamlet  the  fcene  of  the 
grave-diggers,  and  almoit  all  the 
fifth  aft.  In  confequence  of  w'hich, 
the  piece  and  the  author  have  beer! 
only  the  more  applauded.” 

“  The  tranjlator  does  not  admit 
of  this  truth  ;  but  takes  the  part 
of  the  grave-diggers.  He  would 
have  them  preferved  truly,  as  the 
refpeftable  monument  of  an  incom¬ 
parable  genius  *. 

It  is  true,  there  are  a  hundred 
paffiages  in  this  ,  play,  and  all  the 
plays  of  JShakefpeare,  fufficiently 
grand,  decent,  fublime,  and  intro^ 
duced  with  equal  art ;  but  the  tran-^ 
jlator  gives  the  pieference  to  the 
grave-diggers ;  and  relies  on  the 
circumllance  of  that  abominable 
fcene  being  fiill  retained  in  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  play  at  one  of 
the  other  theatres,  appearing  to 
re’quire  us  alfo  to  copy  fo  curious  a 
fpeftacle. 

It  is  the  fame  v/ith  that  happ'y 
licence,  with  which  all  the  aftors 
are  tranfported  in  a  moment  f  om 
on  board  a  ffiip  in  the  main  ocean; 
five’  hundred  mil<5s  on  dry  land, 
from  a  cabin  to  a  palace,  from 
Europe  to  Afia.  The  height  cf  iirt 


*  Nor  are  the  French  tranfiators  fingular  in  this  opinion.  Dr.  Johnfon,  in 
the  prefacs  to  his  edition  of  Shakefpeare,  fa3‘s  much  in  favour  ot  tragi -comedy, 
bowever  exploded  by  the  French,  and  Frenchified  Engliffi,  critics. 


O 
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according  to  him,  or  rather  the 
beauty  of  nature^  is  to  reprefent  an^ 
aftion,  or  rather  feveral  actions  at 
once,  that  (hal!  laft  half  a  century. 
In  vain  hath  the  j  iidicious  _  Def- 
preaux,  the  legiflator  of  good  tafte 
throughout  Europe,  faid  in  his 
Art  of  Poetry^ 

Un  rimeur  fans  peril  delates  Pyrenees, 
Sur  le  fcene  en  un  jour  renferirie  des 
an  net  s  j 

C’elt  la  que  le  heros  d’lm  fpeflacle 
groffier, 

Enfant  au  premier  a6le,  eft  barbon  au 
dernier. 

The  barb’rous  fcribbler  of  a  foreign 
play, 

Includes  whole  years  vthhin  a  lingle 
day  ; 

In  the  ftrft  adf,  tho’  hardly  childhood 
paft, 

His  heio’s  an  old  dotard  in  the  laft  1” 

“  In  vain  might  be  cited  the 
example  of  the  Greeks,  who  found 
the  three  unities  in  nature  In 
vain  might  we  talk  to  him  of  the 
Italians,  who,  long  before  Shake* 
fpeare,  revived  the  fine  arts,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
and  who  ftriftly  obferved  thofe 
three  great  laws  of  good  fenfe, 
unity  of  time,  place,  and  adlion. 
In  vain  might  we  refer  him  to  the 
Sophonifba  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
T'rifiino,  the  Rofomonda  and 
C.reftes  of  Rucellai,  the  Dido  of 
Dolce,  and  many  other  pieces  com- 
pofed  in  Italy  almoft  a  hundred 
years  before  Shakefpeare  wrote  in 


London,  all  of  them  according  to 
thofe  judicious  rules  ellablilhed  by 
the  Greeks.  In  vain  might  it  be 
remonftrated  to  him,  that  the 
Amintor  of  Tafib,  and  the  Paftor 
Fido  of  Guarini,  do  not  depart 
from  the  fame  rules ;  and  thatfuch 
difficulty,  furmounted,  prefents  a 
charm  that  delights  every  perfon 
of  true  tafte.  In  vain  might  we 
reft  the  caufe  on  the  example  of 
the  painters,  among  whom  there  is 
hardly  to  be  found  one,  who  hath 
painted  two  different  adlions  upon, 
one  canvas.  At  prefent  it  is  pre¬ 
tended,  gentlemen,  that  the  three 
unities  form  a  chimerical  law,  be- 
caufe  Shakefpeare  has  not  obferved 
it,  and  becaufe  thefe  pretenders 
would  debafe  us  fo  far,  as  to  make 
it  believed  we  have  no  ether  me¬ 
rit. 

The  quefiion  is  not  here, 
whether  Shakefpeare  was  not  the 
creator  of  the  Englilh  drama.  We 
readily  agree  that  he  excelled  all 
his  contemporaries  ;  but  afiuredly 
Italy  had  regular  theatres  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  The  Italians 
had  begun  long  before  to  reprefent 
the  Paffiion  in  the  churches  of  Ca¬ 
labria,  where  they  continue  to^do 
it  to  this  day.  But  in  procefs  of 
time,  fome  happy  geniuffes  began 
to  efface  the  ruft  with  which  that 
fine  country  had  been  covered,  fmee 
the  inundations  of  fo  many  barba» 
rians.  In  the  time  even  of  Dante, 
true  comedies  were  reprefented  ; 
whence  Dante  gave  the  title  of  co¬ 
medy  to  his  Helly  his  Purgatory^ 


Much  might  be  laid,  and  wdth  good  reafon,  againft  this.  The  obfervance 
of  the  three  unities  was  rendered  neceffaiy  among  the  Greeks,  in  a  great  mea- 
lU'e,  by  the  impeide6Iion  of  their  rcenery  5  as  their  oblervance  among  the  mo¬ 
derns  leads  dramatic  writers  frequently  into  as  unnatural  abfuidities  as  almoft 
any  which  are  committed  by  the  breach  of  them. 

and 
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and  his  Paradife.  Riccoboni  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  Floriana  was  at  that 
time  reprefented  at  Florence. 

The  French  and  Spaniards 
have  always  imitated  the  Italians  ; 
they  unhappily  began  by  perform¬ 
ing,  in  the  open  air,  the  Paflion, 
and  the  Myileries  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament.  Thefe  infamous 
pleafantries  have  been  continued 
in  Spain  even  in  our  own  times. 
We  have  too  many  proofs  that  fuch 
reprefentations  were  pradliled 
among  ourfelves,  till  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  century  ;  witnefs  the 
Chronicle  of  Metz,  compofed  by 
the  curate  of  St.  Euclaire.  In 
the  year  1437  was  played  the  Paf- 
fion  of  our  Lord,  in  the  plain  of 
Veximel ;  the  part  of  God  by  Sig- 
nior  Nicole  Dom  Neufchatel,  curate 
of  St.  Vidor  de  Metz,  who  would 
h*ave  adually  died  on  the  crofs, 
had  he  not  been  relieved  by  ano¬ 
ther  prieit,  who  was  placed  on  it, 
to  go  through  the  crucifixion  that 
day  in  his  Head  ;  the  following 
day,  the  faid  curate  of  St.  Vidor 
performing  the  Refurredion,  top¬ 
ping  his  part ;  the  faid  play  lading 
till  night.  Another  pried,  by 
name  Mr.  John  de  Nicey,  chaplain 
of  Metrange,  played  Judas,  who 
was  near  being  choaked  in  hang¬ 
ing,  for  his  heart  failed  him,  fo 
that  he  was  obliged  to  be  hadily 
taken  down  and  Carried  off.  The 
mouth  of  hell  was  vv  II  executed  by 
two  large  clamps  of  iron,  which 
opened  and  diut  as  the  devils 
wanted  to  go  in  and  cut.’’ 

“  At  the  fame  lime,  drolling 
cornpanies  played  the  fame  farces 
in  Provence;  hut  thi  fraternity  of 
the  Paflion  edablifned  themfelves 
at  Paris,  within  covered  theatres. 
It  is  well  known  that  this  com¬ 
pany  bought  the  hotel  belonging 


to  the  dukes  of  Burgundy;  and 
there  performed  their  pious  extra¬ 
vagancies. 

The  Englifh  copied  thefe 
grofs  and  barbarous  diverfions,  the 
darkneis  of  ignorance  at  that  time 
being  diffufed  all  over  Europe. 
Every  body  fought  ainufeinent,  and 
no  decent  amulements  were  to 
had.  We  learn,  in  an  edition  of 
Shakefpeare,  at  the  end  of  Ri¬ 
chard  III.  that  the  miracles  were 
reprel’ented  in  the  open  field,  on. 
theatres  of  green-fward,  fifty  feet 
diameter ;  where  the  devil  appeared 
in  perfon  on  the  dage,  dieanng  the 
bridles  of  his  hogs ;  whence  comes 
the  Englidi  proverb.  Great  cry  and 
little  nx}0oL 

in  the  time  of  Henry  VIL 
there  was  an  edabliihed  theatre  in 
London,  which  dill  fubfids.  It  was 
much  in  vogue  in  Shakefpeare’s 
youth;  as  we  find,  in  his  Eulo- 
gium,  that  he  is  commended  for 
taking  care  of  the  horfes  of  the 
gentlemen  that  frequented  it.  He 
did  not,  therefore,  invent  the  thea¬ 
trical  aft,' although  he  cultivated 
it  with  great  fuccefsf  It  is  for  you, 
gentlemen,  whoare  acquainted  with. 
Polyeuile  and  Athalie,  to  judge  if 
it  be  to  him  it  owes  its  perfedlion.” 

The  letter-writer  proceeds  to 
cenfure  the  French  tranflators  fe- 
verely,  for  their  prefuming  to  con¬ 
demn  the  tade  of  fuch  Parifian 
Aridarchufes,  who  decry  Shake¬ 
fpeare  ;  feledling  a  fine  pafifage  or 
two  from  one  of  the  bed  French 
dramas.  After  this  he  goes  on  to 
carp,  with  his  ufual  partiality,  ac 
the  mod  exceptionable  paffages  in 
thofe  of  Shakefpeare  ;  particularly 
at  the  fird  fcene  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet,  and  in  placing  part  of  the 
dialogue  between  Kent  and  Glo- 
ceder  in  King  Lear,  in  contraft 
O  3  '  with 


/ 
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with  a  pompous  paflage  of  the 
iPompey  of  CorneilJe.  _We  cannot 
indeed,  in  thefe  inftances,  difpute 
the  preference  he  gives  to  his  coun¬ 
tryman  ;'‘but  when  he  takes  upon 
him  to  give  Shakefpeare  in  French^ 
and  to  controvert  the  opinion  of 
thofe  Englifh  critics,  who  under- 
liand  both  languages,  and  prefer 
Shakefpeare  on  a  fair  comparifon, 
he  only  betrays  his  partiality  to  his 
©Hjoriy  and  his  ignorance  of  our  lan¬ 
guage.  Of  this  he  gives  the  fol- 
|ov/ing  inflance : 

**  An  eminent  Scotch  judge*, 
who  hath  publiflied  Elements  of 
Englifh  criticifm,  in  three  vo¬ 
lumes,  in  which  are  many  Ihrewd 
and  judicious  refleftions,  hatli.been 
fo  unfort u  Date, neverthelefs,  to  com¬ 
pare  the  firft  fcene  of  chat  moniler 
called  Hamlet,  with  the  frft  fcene 
of  our  maker-piece,  Iphigene,  Fie 
adirnis,  that  thefe  verfes  of  Areas, 

Awtz  vous  dans  les  airs  entendu 
quelque  bruit  ? 

Les  vents  nous  auroient-ils  exauce 
cecte  nuic  ?  ' 

Mais  tout  dort,  &  Tarmee,  &  les 
vents,  &  Neptune, 

are  inferior  in  merit  to  the  juk  and 
proper  anfwer  of  the  centinel  in 
Hamlet  i 

Je  n’ai  pas  entendu  une  fouris 
trotter. 

Hot  a  moufe  Jlirring  / 

Yes,  Sir,  a  foldier  might 
make  fuch  an  anfwer  when  aflually 
upon  guard  ;  but  not  upon  the 
if  age,  before  the  lirli  perfons  of 
dilbnftion ,  who  exprefs  themfelves 
ndbly,  and  before  whom  every 

f  This  Scotch  judge  Is  that  judicious 
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one  Ihould  exprefs  himfelf  In  like 
manner. 

If  you  afic  me  why  this  verfe^i 

Mais  tout  dort,  &  Farmee,  & 
les  vents,  &  Neptune, 

is  admirably  beautiful,  and  why 
the  fucceeding  verfes  are  kill  more 
fo  ;  it  is  becaufe  they  exprefs  har- 
moniouily  thofe  great  truths,  which 
are  the  ground -work  of  the  piece. 
But  there  is  neither  harmony,  nor 
any  thing  interefling  in  the  low 
expreffion  of  Sliakefpeare’s  foldier. 

Not  a  moufe  kirring. 

Whether  the  foldier  had  feen,  or 
had  not  feen  a  mOufe  kirring,  is  a 
matter  of  very  little  confequence  to 
the  tragedy  of  Hamlet.  It  is  a 
mere  St.  Giles’s  phrafe  ;  a  low 
proverb  that  can  have  no  efFedl. 
There  is  always  a  reafon  why  a 
beauty  is  a  beauty,  and  a  defedl  a 
defect.” 

There  certainly  is  :  but  the  fir k 
principle  of  beauty  in  writing  is 
propriety.  Scribendi  reSle  Japere 
principium  eji  et  fons.  Now,  there 
is  neither  propriety  of  kile  nor  of 
fentiment  in  M.  de  Voltaire’s  tran- 
flation  and  Criticifm.  An  Englifli 
audience  would  bark  into  as  loud 
a  horfe-laugh  as  might  a  French 
one,  fhould  the  centinel  be  made 
ppmpouky  to  repeat  in  blank  verfe, 
as  M.  de  Voltaire  fuppofes  him  to 
fay, 

1  ha^e  not  heard  the  trotting  of  4 
mouje. 

But  he  fays  feriouky  and  unaffed- 
edly,  as  Lord  ICaims  obferves,  not 

and  excellent  critic  Lord  Kaims. 

a  meufs 
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m  moiife  Jiirring,  It  is  owned  that 
the  expreifion  is  common  and  pro¬ 
verbial  ;  but  it  Is  proper  and  cha- 
raderillical,  and  therefore  afFefl- 
ing. — Our  French  hypercritic  ad¬ 
mits  it  might  be  properly  ufed  by 
a  foldier  adually  on  guard,  but 
thinks  it  too  low  to  be  made  ufe 
of  by  a  tragedian  on  th'*  hage,  in 
the  prefence  of  per  Ions  of  distinc¬ 
tion*. — Here  the  mifchief  comes 
out,  and  the  difference  between 
the  French  and  Englifh  tafle  for 
dramatic  reprefentation  is  at  once 
declared.  The  one  requires  it  to 
be  a  true  exhibition  of  nature;  the 
other,  the  falfe  difplay  of  art.  Ad¬ 
mitting  that  in  nature  there  are 
fcenes  improper  for  theatrical  re¬ 
prefentation,  and  that  thofe  of  la 
belle  nature  only  fhould  be  exhi¬ 
bited  ;  this  confideration  might 
banifh  low  characters  and  fcenes 
from  the  ftage :  but  if  they  were 
ever  introduced,  they  fhould  fpeak 
in  character.  The  centinel  on 
guard  fhould  not  act  the  tragedian, 
nor  Ok?  uld  the  common  foldier  ufe 
the  fplendid  diCtion  of  the  prince. 
It  is  for  want  of  attention  to  this 
propriety,  that,  in  almoit  all  our 
modern  tragediesp  the  fcene  has  no 
variety  of  colouring  ;  but,  as  the 
critic  obferves 

All  glares  alike  without  diflinCtion 

gay*  • 

It  is,  on  the  whole,  with  great  in- 
juftice,  that  M.  de  Voltaire  im¬ 


putes  his  fentiments,  on  this  head, 
to  men  of  real  talie  in  England. 

The  fame  reflections,  fays  he,' 
which  I  make  to  you,  gentlemen, 
have  been  made  in  England  by 
many  men  of  letters.  Rimer  him- 
felf,  that  learned  critic  Rimer,  in. 
a  book  dedicated  to  the  famous 
Earl  of  Dorfet,  in  1593,  on  the 
excellence  and  corruption  of  tra¬ 
gedy,  carries  the  feverity  of  his 
criticifm  fo  far,  as  -to  fay,  that 
there  is  not  an  African  ape,  not  a 
baboon,  who  has  not  more  taite 
than  Shakefpeare.  Permit  me, 
gentlemen,  to  draw  the  middle 
line  between  Rimer  and  the  tran~ 
Jlator,  and  to  look  upon  him,  as 
neither  a  deity  nor  as  an  ape 

We  do  not  recollect  the  palTage 
in  Rimer ;  but  if  it  is  to  be  found 
in  that  learned  critic,  it  proves  he 
was  as  dull  and  tahelefs  a  pedant 
as  ever  thought  the  laws  of  nature 
fliould  becontrouled  by  the  catego¬ 
ries  of  Ariftotle. 


On  the  neiv  Species  of  fajhionahle 
Amufeme7it ,  caled  Charades, 
From  the  W ejiminjler  Magazine, 

Mr.  Editor, 

execrable  Charade sf 
j[  that  liave  lately  infefled  the 
public  prims,  might  well  provoke 
j.he  following  fatire. 

An  anfwer  to  all  the  Charades 
that  ever  have  been  or  ever  will  be 
made. 


*  This  obfervation  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  courtly  popin-jay,  defcnbed  by 
Hotfpur,  who  talked  of  guns  and  wounds,  God  lave  the  mark,  fo  liice  a 
waiting  gentlewoman,  and  blamed  the  unmannerly  fbldiers  foi  carrying  dead 

bodies  by,  between  the  wind  and  his  nobility.  ^  r  u*  cv 

t  The  Charade  owes  its  name  to  the  Idler  who  invented  it.  Its  fubje^t 
muft  be  a  w'ord  of  two  fyllables,  each  forming  a  diftiniJI  word,  and  thole  two 
fyilables  are  to  be  concealed  in  an  enigmatical  delcription,  frfl  feparately,  and 
then  togetlier.  -r 
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in  emptinefs  of  thought 


furp  aft's 

Your  next  in  nonfeiife,  and  in  both 
your laft  : 

The  force  of  Folly  could  no  further 

To  make  a  third,  ihe  joined  the 
former  two.’’ 

Its  title,  however,  by  aiming  at 
too  much,  effects  nothing.  A  Char¬ 
ade  is  not  neceffarily  “  void  of 
thought,”  or  nonfenfical.”  On 
the  contrary,  it  may  be  pronounced 
an  exercife  for  the  ingenuity,  and 
where  there  is  any  to  difplay,  will 
be  fure  to  difplay  it.  It  ferves  to 
£11  up,  and  agreeably  too,  an  in» 
tervai  at  breakfaft,  or  a  gap  in 
converfation  ;  and  if  not  greatly 
inftrudlive,  is  at  leaft  innocent  and 
amufing.  At  all  events,  as  it  has 
made  its  way  into  every  falliionable 
circle,  and  employed  even  Garrick, 
at  will  fcarcely  be  deemed  unworthy' 
of  attention.  The  ftliinefles  in¬ 
deed  that  have  appeared  in  the 
papers  under  this  title,  C.  Fox’s  on 
the  word  Penfion  alone  excepted, 
are  not  only  deftitute  of  ail  plea- 
fan  try  in  the  ftating,  but  are  formed 
in  general  of  words  utterly  unfit 
for  the  purpofe.  They  have  there¬ 
fore  been  treated  with  the  contempt 
they  deferved.  In  trifles  of  this 
nature,  inaccuracy  is  without  ex- 
cufe.  Thofe,  therefore,  that  are 
now  prefented  for  your  inferdon, 
are  at  leaft  free  from  this  blemilli. 
Whether  they  are  at  all  pleafant 
or  ingenious,  let  your  readers  deter¬ 
mine.  7Te  conceited  pedant  may 
wrinkle  his  front  at  their  appear¬ 
ance,  but  the  man  of  real  learning 
knows  the  neceffity  of  fuch  relax¬ 
ations,  and  will  readily  cry, 
la  Bagatelk  / 


CHARADE  I. 

The  removal  of  my  Second  for¬ 
merly  ferved  to  introduce  my 
My  VFhole  h  the  companion  of 
aOtes.  Sack- cloth* 

11. 

My  Firft^  however  here  abufed, 
Defigns  the  Sex  alone  ; 

In  Cambria^  fuch  is  cuftom’s  power, 
’Tis  Jenkin,  John,  or  Joan. 

My  Second  oft  is  loudly  called. 
When  Men  prepare  to  lift  it ; 

Its  name  delights  the  female  ear  j 
Its  force— may  none  refift  it  I 

It  binds  the  weak,  it  binds  the 
ftrong. 

The  wealthy  and  the  poor; 

Still  ’tis  to  joy  a  pafiport  deem’d. 
For  fully’d  Fame  a  cure. 

It  may  infure  an  age  of  blifs, 

Ye|  miferies  oft  attend  it  ; 

To  fingers,  ears,  and  nofes  too 
It,  various  lords  commend  it. 

My  Whole  may  chance  to  make 
one  drink, 

Tho’  vended  in  a  fifh-lhop  ; 

’Tis  now  the  monarch  of  the  Seas, 
And  has  been  an  Arehbifhop. 

Her -ring., 

^  III. 

To  my  Firjl  may  I  never  be  put ! 

On  my  Second  may  I  never  be 
fordidly  intent ! 

My  Whole,  upon  my  modefty,  I 
never  will  fell.  Bar -gain* 

■  IV, 

My  Firji^  when  a  Frenchman  is 
learning  Englifli,  ferves  him  to 
fw’ear  by.  My  Second  is  either  hay 
or  corn.  My  Whole  is  the  delight 
of  the  prefent  age,  and  will  be  the 
admiration  of  pofterity.  Gar-rick 

■’  My 
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V. 

My  Firfl  is  plowed  for  various 
reafons,  and  grain  is  frequently 
buried  in  it  to  little  purpofe.  My 
Second  is-neither  riches  nor  ho¬ 
nours,  yet  the  former  would  gene¬ 
rally  be  given  for  it,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  ip  often  taftelefs  vvithout  it.  My 
Whole  applies  equally  to  Spring, 
Summer,  Autumn,  and  Winter; 
and  both  Fifh  and  Flefli,  Praife 
and  Cenfure,  Mirth,  and  Melan¬ 
choly,  are  the  better  for  being  in 
if.  Sea-fon. 

VI. 

My  Firjl,  with  the  mod  rooted 
antipathy  to  a  Frenchman,  prides 
himfelf  whenever  they  meet,  upon 
ilicking  clofe  to  his  jacket.  My 
Second  has  many  virtues,  nor  is  it 
its  lead  that  it  gives  name  to  my 
Firjl,  My  Whole  may  I  never 
catch  1  Tar-tar* 

vir. 

My  Firjl  is  one  of  England’s 
prime  boads ;  it  rejoices  the  ear  of 
a  horfe,  ^nd  anguifhes  the  toe  of  a 
man.  My  Second y  when  brick  is 
good,  when  done  better,  when 
fvjooden  bed  of  all.  My  Whole  is 
famous  alike  for  rottennels  and 
tin,  Corn-^alL 


viir. 

My  Firjl  is  called  bad  or  good. 
May  pleafure  or  offend  ye  ; 

My  Second,  in  a  thirdy  mood. 

May  very  much  befriend  ye. 

My  Whole,  tho’  dil’d  a  cruel 
word,” 

May  yet  appear  a  kind  one  ; 

It  often  may  with  joy  be  heard. 
With  tears  may  often  blind  one. 

F  are-nxielU 
IX. 

My  Firjl  is  equally  friendly  to 
the  thief  and  the  lover,  the  toper 
and  the  dudent.  My  Second  is 
light’s  oppofite;  yet  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  feen  hand  in  hand  ;  and 
their  union,  if  judicious,  gives  us 
much  pleafure.  My  Whole  is  tempt¬ 
ing  to  the  touch,  grateful  to  the 
fight,  fatal  to  the  tade.  Night-jhade, 

X. 

My  Firjl  has  been  called  the 
feat  of  honour ;  it  feems  to  refent 
fome  falutes  and  invite  others. 
My  Second  it  behoves  us  all  to  ap¬ 
pear  in.  My  Whole  is  frequently 
fought  for  by  the  baffled  projector, 
the  determined  vermin-killer,  and 
the  defperate  lover,  Arfe-nick, 


POETRY. 


C  202  3 


POETRY. 


ODE  for  tho  New  Year,  Jan,  i,  1776.  Written  hy  William 

^Whitehead^  Ef<i\  Poet  Laureate 


ON  the  white  rocks  which  guard  her  coaH, 

Obfervant  of  the  parting  day, 

Whofe  orb  was  half  in  ocean  loft, 

Keclin’d  Britannia  lay. 

Wide  o’er  the  watery  wall? 

A  penhve  look  the  call, 

■  And  fcarce  could  check  the  rifing  hgh,  __ 

A.nd  fcarce  could  hop  the  tear  which  trembled  in  her  ey$® 

Sheathe,  fheatlie  the  fword  which  thirds  for  blood, 

(She  cried)  deceiv’d,  midaken  men! 

.  Nor  let  your  parent,  o’er  the  flood 
Send  forth  her  voice  in  vain  ! 

Alas !  no  tyrant  flie. 

She  courts  you  to  be  free : 

SubmilTive  hear  her  foft  command. 

Nor  force  unwilling  vengeance  from  a  parent’s  h§nd.*^ 

Hear  her,  ye  wife,  to  duty  true. 

And  teach  the  reft  to  feel ; 

Nor  let  the  madnefs  of  a  few 
Diftrefs  the  public  weal  ! 

So  fhall  the  opening  year  alTume, 

Time’s  fair  child,  a  happier  bloom; 

The  white  winged  hours  fhall  lightly  move. 

The  fun  with  added  luftre  fliine; 

To  err  is  human,”  let  us  prove 
Forgivenefs  is  divine  I  ” 
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ODE  for  the  Yi  \  g*s  B  i  r  t  h-d  a  y,  June  4,  1776 ;  ^vrltten  ly 
William  Whitehead,  Foet  Laureate 


VE  wetlern  gales,  whofe  genial  breath 
Unbinds  the  glebe,  till  all  beneath 
One  verdanX  livery  wears  : 

You  foothe  the  fultry  heats  of  noon. 
Add  foftnefs  to  the  letting  fun. 

And  dry  the  morning’s  tears. 


This  is  your  feafon,  lovely  gales. 

Thro*  $ther  now  your  power  prevails  ; 

And  our  dilated  breafts  fliall  own 
The  joys  which  flow  from  you  alone. 

Why,  therefore,  in  yon  dubious  Iky, 

With  out-fpread  wing,  and  eager  eye^ 

On  dillant  fcenes  intent, 

*  I 

Sits  expeftation  in  the  air’*——* 

Why  do  alternate  hope  and  fear 
Sufpend  fome  great  event.-' 

Can  Britain  fail  ? — The  thought  were  vain  ! 

The  powerful  emprefs  of  the  main 
But  llrives  to  fmooth  th*  unruly  flood. 

And  dreads  a  conqueft  ftain’d  with  blood. 

While  yet,  ye  winds,  your  breezy  balm 
Thro*  nature  fpreads  a  general  calm. 

While  yet  a  paufe  fell  difcord  knows; 

Catch  the  foft  moment  of  repofe, 

'  Your  genuine  powers  exert ; 

To  pity  melt  the  obdurate  mind. 

Teach  every  bofom  to  be  kind. 

And  humanize  the  heart. 

f 

Propitious  gales,  O  wing  your  way  ! 

And  while  we  hail  that  rightful  fway 
Whence  temper’d  freedom  fprings. 

The  blifs  we  feel  to  future  times 
Extend,  and  from  your  native  climes 
Bring  peace  upon  your  wings  I — 

ARISTOTLE’S 
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ARISTOTLE’S  HYMN  to  VIRTUE,  h  Memory 

of  HER  MI  AS. 

^rcmjlated from  the  Greek,  By  Dr.  Burney, 

I  R  T  U  E  !  thou  fource  of  pure  delight, 

^  Whofe  rugged  mien  can  ne’er  alfrighc 
The  man  with  courage  fir’d  ; 

For  thee  the  fons  of  Greece  have  run 
To  certain  ills,  which  others  fhun. 

And  glorioufly  expir’d. 

Whene’er  thy  facred  feeds  take  root. 

Immortal  are  the  flow’rs  and  fruit. 

Unfading  are  the  leaves  ; 

Dearer  than  fmiles  of  parent  kind. 

Or  balmy  lleep,  or  gold  refin’d. 

The  joys  thy  triumph  gives. 

For  thee  the  twins  of  mighty  Jove^> 

For  thee  divine  Alcides  ilrovc,  _ 

From  Vice  the  world  to  free  5 
For  thee  Achilles  quits  the  light. 

And  Ajax  plunges  into  night. 

Eternal  night  for  thee, 

Hermlas,  the  darling  of  mankind. 

Shall  leave  a  deathlefs  name  behind. 

For  thee  untimely  flain  ; 

As  long  as  Love’s  bright  altars  blaze. 

His  worth  lhali  furnilh  grateful  praife 
To  ail  the  Mufes  train. 


AMERICA. 

Addrejfed  to  the  Re*o.  Dean  Tucker. 


Said  to  he  <vjritten  hj  Soame  Jenyns,  Efq, 


^ROWN’D  be  the  man  with  lading  praifcj 
^  Who  firfl;  contriv’d  the  pin 
To  loofe  mad  horfes  from  the  chaife. 

And  fave  the  necks  within. 
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See  how  they  prance,  and  bound,  and  fkip, 
And  all  controul  difdain  ! 

They  bid  defiance  to  the  whip. 

And  tear  the  filken  rein. 

Awhile  we  try  if  art  or  ftrength 
Are  able  to  prevail  ; 

But,  hopelefs,  when  we  find  at  length' 

That  all  our  efforts  fail. 

With  ready  foot  the  fpring  we  prefs. 

Out  jumps  the  magic  plug. 

Then,  difengagM  from  all  diftrefs. 

We  fit  quice  fafe  and  fnug.  ' 

The  pamper’d  fteeds,  their  freedom  gain’d. 
Run  off  full  fpeed  together  ; 

But,  having  no  plan  afcertain’d. 

They  run  they  know  not  whither. 

Boys,  who  love  mifchief  and  a  courfe. 
Enjoying  the  difafter. 

Bawl,  flop  ’em  !  flop  ’em  !  till  they’re  hoarfe. 
But  mean  to  drive  them  falter. 

Each,  claiming  now  his  nat’ral  right. 

Scorns  to  obey  his  brother  ; 

So  they  proceed  to  kick  and  bite. 

And  worry  one  another. 

Hungry  at  lalt,  and  blind,  and  lame. 

Bleeding  at  nofe  and  eyes : 

By  fulF’rings  grown  extremely  tame. 

And  by  experience  wife. 

With  bellies  full  of  liberty. 

But  void  of  oats  and  hay. 

They  both  fneak  back,  their  folly  fee,  . 

And  run  no  more  away. 

Let  all  who  view  th’  inltrudlive  fcene. 

And  patronize  the  plan. 

Give  thanks  to  Glo’lter’s  honell  Dean, 

For,  Tucker,  thou’rt  the  man  ! 


Pi^jtre 
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PiBure  of  the  domeftic  Life  and  Manners  of  the  Antient  Knights ;  being 
the  Opening  of  a  moft  ingenious  elegant  Poem,  entitled^  Sir  Eld  res 
of  the  Bower,  a  Legendary  Tale,  by  Mifs  Hannah  Moore. 

There  was  a  young,  and  valiant  Knight, 

Sir  Eld  red  was  his  name. 

And  never  did  a  worthier  wight 

The  rank  of  knighthood  claim. 

Where  gliding  Tay  her  ftream  fends  forth. 

To  crown  the  neighbouring  wood. 

The  antient  glory  of  the  North, 

Sir  Eld  red’s  caftle  Hood. 

The  youth  was  rich  as  youth  might  be 
In  patrimonial  dower  ; 

And  many  a  noble  feat  had  he 

Atchiev’d,  in  hall,  and  bower. 

He  did  not  think,  as  fome  have  thought. 

Whom  honour  never  crown’d. 

The  fame  a  father  dearly  bought, 

Cou’d  make  the  fon  renown’d.  '  - 

He  better  thought,  a  noble  fire. 

Who  gallant  deeds  had  done. 

To  deeds  of  hardihood  Ihou’d  fire 
A  brave  and  gallant  fon. 

The  faireft  anceftry  on  earth 
Without  defert  is  poor  : 

And  every  deed  of  lofty  worth 
Is  but  a  tax  for  more. 

Sir  Eld  red’s  heart  was  good  and  kind. 

Alive  to  Pity’s  call  ; 

A  croud  of  virtues  grac’d  his  mind. 

He  lov’d,  and  felt  for  ail. 

When  merit  rais’d  the  fufFerer’s  name. 

He  doubly  fcrv’d  him  then  ; 

And  thofe  who  cou’d  not  prove  that  claim. 

He  thought  they  ftill  were  men. 

But  facred  truth  the  Mufe  compels 

His  errors  to  impart ;  ^ 

And  yet  the  Mufe,  reluctant,  tells 
The  fault  of  Eldred’s  heart* 

w. 
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Tho*  kind  and  gentle  as  the  dove> 

As  free  from  guile  and  art. 

And  mild,  and  foft  as  infant-love. 

The  feelings  of  his  heart; 

Yet  if  didrufl;  his  thoughts  engage. 

Or  jealoufy  infpires. 

His  bofom  wild  and  boundlefs  rage 
Inflames  with  all  its  fires  ; 

Not  Thule’s  waves  fo  wildly  break 
To  drown  the  northern  fhore  ; 

Not  Etna’s  entrails  fiercer  fhake. 

Or  Scythia’s  tempefts  roar. 

As  when  in  fummer’s  fweetefl:  day. 

To  fan  the  fragrant  morn,  i' 

The  fighing  breezes  foftly  flray 
O’er  fields  of  ripen’d  corn  5 

Sudden  the  lightning’s  blafl  defcends. 

Deforms  the  ravag’d  fields ; 

At  once  the  various  ruin  blends. 

And  all  refifllefs  yields. 

But  when,  to  clear  his  flormy  breafl,  ' 

The  fun  of  reafonfhone, 

And  ebbing  paflions  funk  to  reft. 

And  fhew’d  what  rage  had  done  :  v. 

O  then  what  anguifti  he  betray’d  I 
His  fliame  how  deep,  how  true  ! 

He  view’d  the  wafte  his  rage  had  made. 

And  (hudder’d  at  the  view. 

The  meek-ey’d  dawn,  in  faftron  robe,' 
Proclaim’d  the  opening  day  ; 

Up  rofe  the  fun  to  gild  the  globe. 

And  hail  the  new-born  May  ; 

The  birds  their  amorous  notes  repeat. 

And  glad  the  vernal  grove. 

Their  feather’d  partners  fondly  greet 
With  many  a  fong  of  love  ; 

W.hen' pious  Eld  red  walk’d-abroad 
His  morning  vows  to  pay. 

And  hail  the  univerfal  Lord 
Who  gave  the  goodly  day4 
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That  done— -he  left  his  woodland  glade. 

And  journey’d  far  away  ; 

He  lov’d  to  court  the  ftranger  fhade. 

And  thro’  the  lone  vale  ftray. 

Within  the  bofom  of  a  wood. 

By  circling  hills  embrac’d, 

^  A  little,  modell,  manfion  flood. 

Built  by  the  hand  of  Tafle. 

While  many  a  prouder  caftle  fell,  , 

This,  fafely  did  endure  ; 

The  houfe  where  guardian  virtues  dwell 
Js  facred  and  fecure. 

/ 

Of  Eglantine  an  humble  fence 
Around  the  manfion  flood. 

Which  charm’d  at  once  the  ravifh’d  fenfe. 

And  fcreen’d  an  infant  wood. 

The  wood  receiv’d  an  added  grace. 

As  pleas’d  it  bent  to  look. 

And  view’d  its  ever  verdant  face 
Refie£ted  in  a  brook. 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  flream  did  well 
The  mailer’s  fortunes  fhew  ; 

But  little  flreams  may  ferve  to  tell 
From  what  a  fource  they  flow. 

This  manfion  own’d  an  aged  Knight, 

And  fuch  a  man  was  he ; 

As  Heav’n  juflfhevvs  to  human  fight. 

To  tell  what  man  fhou’d  be. 

Hi^  youth  in  many  a  well-fought  field 
Was  train’d  betimes  to  war  ; 

His  bofom,  like  a  well-worn  Ihield, 

Was  grac’d  with  many  a  fear.  ^ 

The  vigour  of  a  green  old  age 
H  is  reverend  form  did  bear  ; 

And  yet,  alas  !  the  warrior-fage 
Had  drain’d  the  dregs  of  care  : 

And  forrovv  more  than  age  can  break. 

And  wound  its  haplefs  prey  ; 

’Tw'aS  forrow  furrow’d  his  firm  cheek  5 
And  turn’d  his  bright  locks  grey. 
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One  darling  Daughter  footh’d  his  cares, 
A  young  and  beauteous  dame  ; 

Sole  comlorT  of  his  failing  years. 

And  Birth  A  was  her  name. 

Her  heart  a  little  facred  fhrine. 

Where  all  the  Virtues  meet; 

And  holy  Hope,  and  Faith  divine,  , 
Had  claim’d  it  for  their  feat. 
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She  rear’d  a  fair  and  fragrant  bower 
Of  wild  and  ruftic  talle. 

And  there  Ihe  fereen’d  each  fav’rite  flowci  ^ 

'  From  every  ruder  blall. 

And  not  a  (hrub  or  plant  was  ther» 

But  did  Tome  moral  yield  ; 

For  wifdom,  with  a  father’s  care, 

Was  found  in  every  held. 

iTvtf  Death  ef  Amco,  a»  African  Slave,  condemned  for  Rebellion,  In. 

Jamaica,  1762.  By  Bryant  Edwards,  Ejq,  of  Jamaica. 

I. 

J  I S  pall  : — Ah  1  calm  thy  *  cares  to  reft  ! 

JL  Firm  and  unmov’d  am  I : — 

In  Freedom’s  caufe  I  bar’d  my  breaft— — — 

In  Freedom’s  caufe  1  die. 

'  II. 

Ah  hop  !  thou  doft  me  fatal  wrong  : — 

Nature  will  yet  rebel  ; 

For  I  have  lov’d  thee  very  long. 

And  lov’d  thee  very  well. 


in. 

To  native  Ikies  and  peaceful  bow’rs 
I  foon  fhall  wing  my  way. 

Where  joy  lhall  lead  the  circling  hours, 

Unlefs  too  long  thy  ftay. 

IV. 

O  fpeed,  fair  fun  !  thy  courfe^divine  ; 

My  Abala  remove;——— 

There  thy  bright  beams  lhall  ever  IhinC, 

And  I  for  ever  love  t 

•  He  Is  fuppofed  to  addrefs  his  wife  at  the  place  of  execution#- 


VoL.  XIX. 
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V. 

On  thofe  bleft  fliores — a  Slave  no  more  I 
In  peaceful  cafe  I’ll  llray  ; 

Or  roofe  to  chafe  the  mountain  boar, 

As  onconhn’d  as  day  I 

VI. 

No  Chriftian  Tyrant  there  is  knowR  , 
To  mark  his  fteps  with  blood. 

Nor  fable  Mis’ry’s  piercing  moan 
Refounds  thro’  evVy  wood  I 

VII. 

Yet  have  I  heard  the  melting  tongue. 
Have  feen  the  falling  tear ; 

Known  the  good  heart  by  pity  wrung. 
Ah  I  that  fuch  hearts  are  rare  I 

VIII. 

Now,  Chridian,  glut  thy  ravifh’d  eyes 
—I  reach  the  joyful  hour  ; 

Now  bid  the  fcorching  flames  arife. 

And  thefe  poor  limbs  devour  : 

IX. 

But  know,  pale  Tyrant,  ’tis  not  thine 
Eternal  war  to  wage ; 

The  death  thou  giv’it  Ihail  but  combine 
To  mock  thy  baffled  rage. 

X. 

O  Death,  how  welcome  to  th’  oppreft ! 
Thy  kind  embrace  I  crave  ; 

Thou  bring’ft  to  Mis’ry’s  bofom  Red, 
And  Freedom  to  the  Sla<ve  / 


ODE.,  To  Mifs  *  * 

By  the  Same. 

O  CLEAR  that  cruel  doubting  brow  I 
call  on  mighty  Jove 
lo  witnefs  this  eternal  vow;-««» 

^Tis  you  alone  I  love  1 
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*  O  leave  the  God  to  foft  repofe,* 

(The  fmiling  Maid  replies) 

*  For  Jove  but  laughs  at  lovers  oaths, 

‘  And  lovers  perjuries.* 

By  honour’d  Beauty’s  gentle  pow’r ; 

By  Friendlhip’s  holy  flame  j — 

*  Ah  !  what  is  beauty  but  a  flow’r, 

*  And  Friendlhip  but  a  name  I’ 

By  thofe  dear  tempting  lips,  I  cried * 

— With  arch  ambiguous  look 
Convinc’d,  my  Cloe  glanc’d  aiide. 

And  bade  me  kifs  the  book^ 


BRISTOWE  TRAGEDIE;  Or,  The  Dethe  of  Syr  Charlijs 
Bawd  IN.  From  Poems  fuppofed  to  hanje  been  njjritten  at  Briftol,  by 
Thom^»s  Rowley,  and  others  ^  in  the  Fifteenth  Century.  See  an  Ar¬ 
ticle  among  our  Antiquities  for  this  Year^  particularly  p.  159,  and 
another  Pohn  entitled  Song  to  ^lla,  in  our  laji  Yeafs  Poetry,  afcribed 
to  the  abo^e  Thomas  Rowley. 

/^|~^HE  featherd  fongfter  chaunticleler 
Han  woande  hys  bugle  home 

And  tolde  the  earlie  villager 
The  commynge  of  the  niorne  : 

Kynge  Edwarde  fawe  the  ruddie  Hreakes 
Of  lyghte  eclypfe  the  greie  ; 

And  herde  the  raven’s  crockynge  throte 
Proclayme  the  fated  daie. 

"  Thou’art  ryght,”  quod  hee,  **  for,  by  the  Godde 
That  fyttes  enthron’d  on  hyghe  ! 

Charles  Bavvdin,  and  hys  fellovves  twaine, 

To-daie  lhall  furelie  die.” 


Thenne  wythe  ajugge  of  nappy  ale 
Hys  Knyghtes  dydd  onne  h)mm  waite  | 

“  Goe  tell  the  traytour,  thatt  to-daie 
Hee  leaves  thys  mortall  ftate.” 

Syr  Canterlone  thenne  bendedd  lowe* 

Wythe  harte  brymm  fulle  of  woe  j 
He  journey’d  to  the  caflle-gate. 

And  to  Syr  Charles  dydd  goe* 

Butt  whenne  hee  came,  hys  children  twaine^ 
And  eke  hys  lovynge  wyfe, 

Wythe  brinie  tears  dydd  vvett  the  floore. 

For  goode  Syr  Charlefes  lyfe. 
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O  goode  Syr  Charles  i”  fayd  Canterlone, 

Badde  tydyngs  I  doe  brynge.** 

Speke  boidiie,  manne/’  fayd  brave  Syr  Charles. 
«  Whatte  fays  chie  tray  tor  kynge 


««  I  greeve  to  telle,  before  yoone  fonoe 
<?e  D  oes  from  me  the  welkian  flye. 
He  hath  uponne  hys  honour  fworne, 
Thatt  thou  ihalt  furelie  die.** 


««  Wee  al!  mu^k  die,”  qood  brave  Sysr  Charles  5 
«*  Of  thatle  Pm  not  affearde  ; 

Whatte  bootes  to  lyve  a  little  fpace? 

Thanke  jssu.  Pm  prepar’d  : 

f 

But  telle  thye  kynge,  for  myne  bee’s  ool> 

I’de  fooner  die  to-daie 
Thanoe  lyve  hys  Have,  as  manie  are, 

Tho*  I  fliouide  lyve  for  aie.** 

Tbetioe  Canterlone  liee  dydd  goe  out^ 

To  telle  the  maior  iiraite 

To  g€tt  all  thynges  ynne  reddynefs 
For  goode  Syr  Charlefes  fate. 

Thentie  MaiHerr  Canynge  fayghte,  the  kyng#. 
And  felle  down  cone  liys  knee  ; 
i’m  come,”  quod  hee,  unco  your  grace 
To  move  yo.ur  clemency ed* 

Xhenne  quod  the  kynge„  Youre  tale  fpeke  out. 
You  have  been  much  cure  friende  @ 
Whatever  youre  requeil  may  bee, 

'Wee  wylle  to  jtte  attended* 

<!■«  My  nobile  leige  !  alle  my  rcqueil 
Ys  for  a  nobile  knyghie, 

\¥ho,  tho*  may  hap  hee  has  donne  wronge, 
Hee  thoghte  ytte  ilylle  was  ryghte  : 

Hee  has  a  fpoufe  and  children  twaioe, 

Alle  rewyn’d  are  for  aie  5 
YfF  thatt  you  are  refolv’d  to  lett 
Charles  Bavvdin  die  to-daie.’* 

Speke  note  of  fudi  a  traytour  vile,” 

The  kynge  ynne  furie  fayde  ; 

Before  the  evening  Harre  doth  fheene, 

Baw'dia  ihali  loofe  hys  he-dde  ^ 
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''  Juftice  does  loudlie  for  hym  calle, 

“  And  hee  ihalle  have  hys  meede : 

**  Speke,  Maifter  Canynge  !  Whatte  thyngc  elfc 
Alt  prelent  doe  you  neede  ? 

"  My  nobile  leige  !  ”  goode  Canynge  fayde, 

**  Leave  juftiee  to  our  Godde, 

“  And  laye  the  yronne  rule  afyde ; 

Be  thyne  the  olyve  rodde. 

“  Was  Godde  to  Lrche  cur  hertes  and  reincs, 

“  The  bell  were  fynners  grete  ; 

**  Christ’s  vycarr  only  knowes  ne  fynne, 

“  Ynne  alie  thys  mortall  Hate, 

“  Lett  mercie  rule  thyne  infante  reigne, 

**  ’Twylle  fade  thye  crovvne  fulle  lure  5 
“  From  race  to  race  thy  familie 
“  Alle  fov’reigns  lhall  endure  : 

**  Butt  yff  wythe  bloode  and  daughter  thou 
“  Beginne  thy  infante  reigne, 

“  Thy  crowne  uponne  thy  childrennes  brows 
Wylie  never  longe  remayne.” 

**  Canynge,  awale  !  this  trayrour  vile 
“  H  as  fcorn’d  my  power  and  mee  5 
“  Howe  canll  thou  ihenne  for  foch  a  mannc 
“  Intreate  my  ciemencye 

My  nobile  leige !  the  trulie  brave 
Wylie  val’rous  actions  prize, 

Refpedl  a  brave  and  nobile^  mynde, 

“  Altho’  ynne  enemies.” 

**  Canynge,  awaie  !  By  Godde  ynne  Heav’n^ 

“  Thatt  dydd  mee  beinge  gyve, 

I  wylle  nott  tafte  a  bitt  of  breade 
**  Whilil  thys  Syr  Charles  dothe  lyve. 

By  Marie,  and  all  Seindles  ynne  Hcav’n, 

‘‘  This  funne  lhall  be  his  lade.” 

Thenne  Canynge  dropt  a  brinie  teare. 

And  from  the  prefence  palle. 

Wyth  herte  brymm-fulle  of  gnawynge  grief, 

Hee  to  Syr  Charles  dydd  goe. 

And  fatt  hymm  down  uponne  a  doole. 

And  tcares  beganne  to  Howe. 
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Wee  all  muft  die,’’  quod  brave  Syr  Charles ;  105 

Whatte  bootes  ytte  howe  or  whenne  ; 

Deche  ys  the  fure,  the  certaine  fate 
Of  all  wee  mortall  menne. 


Saye  why,  my  friend,  thie  honeft  foul 
Ruims  overr  att  thyne  eye; 

Is  ytte  for  ray  mod  welcome  doome 
“  Thatt  thou  doll  child-Iyke  crye  V* 

Quod  godlie  Canynge,  I  doe  weepe, 

Thatt  thou  foe  foone  mull  dye. 

And  leave  thy  fpnnes  and  helpiefs  wyfe ; 

**  ’ I’ys  thys  thatt  wettes  myne  eye.** 

Thenne  drie  the  tears  thatt  out  thyne  eye 
“  From  godlie  fountaines  fprynge  ; 

Dethe  I  defpife,  and  alle  the  power 
**  Of  Fdwarde,  tray  tor  kynge. 

Whan  throgh  the  tyrant’s  welcom  means 
I  lhall  fcligne  my  lyfe. 

The  Godae  f  ferye  wylle  foone  provyde 
For  bothe  mye  fonnes  and  wyfe. 

Before  I  fawe  the  lyghtfome  funne, 

“  Thys  was  appointed  mee ; 

Shall  mortall  manne  repyne  or  grudge 
Whatt  Godde  ordeynes  to  bee  ? 

*<  Howe  oft  ynne  battaile  have  I  lloode, 

“  Whan  thoufands  dy’d  arounde; 

Whan  fmokynge  dreemes  of  crimfon  bloode 
Imbrew’d  the  fattened  grounde: 

Howe  dydd  I  knowe  that  ev’ry  darte, 

“  Thatt  cutte  the  airie  waie, 

Myghte  nott  fynde  palTage  toe  my  harte. 
And  clofe  myne  eyes  for  3,ie  ? 

And  lhall  I  nowe,  forr  feere  of  dethe, 

“  Looke  wanne  and  bee  dyfraayde  ? 

Ne !  fromm  my  herte  flie  childylhe  feere. 
Bee  alle  the  manne  difplay’d. 

Ah,'goddeIyke  Henrie  !  Godde  forefend, 

“  And  guarde  thee  and  thye  Tonne, 

Yff ’tis  hys  wylle;  but  ylF  *tis  nott. 

Why  thenne  hys  bee  donne* 
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V  My  honeft  friende,  my  faulte  has  beene 
“  To  ferve  Godde  and  mye  prynce ; 

**  And  thatt  1  no  tyme-ferver  am, 

**  My  dethe  wylle  foone  convyncc. 

Ynne  Londonne  citye  was  I  borne. 

Of  parents  of  grete  note  : 

My  fadre  dydd  a  nobile  armcs 
“  Emblazon  onne  hys  cote  : 

“  I  make  ne  double  butt  hee  ys  gone 
Where  foone  I  hope  to  goe  ; 

Where  wee  for  ever  lhall  bee  bleft, 

**  From  oute  the  reech  of  woe  : 

Hee  taughte  me  juftice  and  the  laws 
**  Wyth  pity  to  unite  ; 

And  eke  hee  taughte  mee  howe  to  knowe 
“  The  wronge  caufe  fromm  the  ryghte : 

Hee  taughte  mee  wythe  a  prudent  hands 
**  To  feede  the  hungrie  poore, 

**  Ne  lett  mye  farvants  dryve  awaie 
**  The  hungrie  fromme  my  doore  : 

"  And  none  can  faye,  but  alle  my  lyfe 
I  have  hys  wordyes  kept ; 

**  And  fumm’d  the  aflyonns  of  the  dale 
Eche  nyghte  before  I  flept, 

**  I  have  a  fpoufe,  goe  alk  of  her, 

**  YfF  I  defylM  her  bedde  ? 

**  I  have  a  kynge,  and  none  can  laic 
“  Blacke  treafon  onne  my  hedde. 

Ynne  Lent,  and  onne  the  holie  eve, 

“  Fromm  fleflie  I  dydd  refrayne ; 

Whie  fhould  T  thenne  appeare  difmay’d 
“  To  leave  thys  worlde  of  payne  ? 

**  Ne  !  hapl efs  Henrie  !  I  rejoy ce, 

I  (halle  ne  fee  thye  dethe  ; 

Mode  willynglie  ynne  thye  juft  caufc 
“  Doe  I  refign  my  brethe. 

Oh,  fickle  people  1  rewyn’d  londe ! 

“  Thou  wylt  kenne  peace  ne  moe  ; 

“  Whyle  Richard’s  fonnes  exalt  themfelves, 
Thye  brookes  wythe  bloude  wylle  flows# 
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<*■  Sale,  were  ye  tyrM  of  godlic  peace, 

“  And  godJie  Henrie’s  reigne, 

Thatt  you  dydd  choppe  youre  eafie  daies 
“  For  tliofe  of  blonde  and  peyne  ? 

««  Whatte  tho’  I  onne  a  fledde  be  dravvne. 

And  mangled  by  a  hynde, 

I  doe  defye  the  traytour’s  pow’r, 

««  Hee  can  ne  harm  my  mynde  ; 

Whatte  tho’  uphoided  onne  a  pole, 

“  My  lymbes  lhall  rotte  ynne  ayrc. 

And  ne  ryche  monument  of  braffe 
“  Charles  Bawdin’s  name  fliall  bear  ; 

Yett  ynne  the  holie  booke  above, 

Whyche  tyme  can’t  eate  awaie, 

**  There  wythe  the  farvants  of  the  Lords 
Mye  name  lhall  lyve  for  aie. 

“  Thenne  welcome  dethe  !  for  lyfe  eterne 
“  I  leave  thys  mortall  lyfe  :  ^ 

Farewell,  vayne  worlde,  and  alle  that’s  deare, 
“  Mye  Tonnes  and  iovynge  wyfe  ! 

Nowe  dethe  as  welcome  to  mee  comes, 

**  As  e’er  the  moneth  of  Male : 

**  Nor  woulde  I  even  wylhe  to  lyve, 

Wyth  my  dere  wyfe  to  llaie.” 

Qjiod  Canynge,  ’Tis  a  goodlie  thynge 
To  bee  prepar’d  to  die  ; 

And  from  thys  world  of  peyne  and  grefe 
To  Godde  ynne  Keav’n  to  Hie.” 

And  nowe  the  bell  beganne  to  tolle, 

And  claryonnes  to  lounde  ; 

Syr  Charles  hee  herde  the  horfes  feetS 
A  prauncyng  onne  the  grounde ; 

And  jud  before  the  officers, 

Kis  Iovynge  wyfe  came  ynne, 

Weepynge  unfeigned  teeres  of  woe, 

Wythe  ioude  and  dyOnalle  dynne. 

Sweete  Florence  !  nowe  Fpraie  forbcre, 

Ynne  quiet  lett  mee  die  ; 

**  Praie  Godde,  thatt  ev’ry  Chridian  fouls 
Msye  icoke  onne  dethe  as  L 


POETRY. 


217 


Sweete  Florence  !  why  thefe  brinie  teeres  ? 

“  Theye  walhe  my  foule  awaie. 

And  almoll  make  mee  wyftie  for  lyfc, 

“  Wyth  thee,  fweete  dame,  to  Ilaie. 

“  ’Tys  but  a  journie  I  fhalle  goe 
“  CJntoe  the  lande  of  blylTe  ; 

Nowe,  as  a  proofe  of  hulbande’s  love, 

“  Receive  thys  holie  kyll'e.” 

Thenne  Florence,  fault’ring  ynne  her  faie, 
Tremblynge  thefe  word  yes  fpoke. 

Ah,  cruele  Edwarde!  bloudie  kynge! 

“  My  herte  ys  welle  nyghe  broke: 

Ah,  fweete  Syr  Charles !  why  wylt  thou  goe, 
“  Wythoute  thye  lovynge  wyfe  ? 

“  The  cruelle  axe  thatt  cuttes  thye  necke, 

**  Ytte  eke  fliall  ende  mye  lyfe.’’ 

And  nowe  the  officers  came  ynne 
To  brynge  Sir  Charles  awaie, 

Whoe  turnedd  toe  hys  lovynge  wyfe. 

And  thus  toe  her  dydd  faie; 

“  I  go  to  lyfe,  and  nott  to  dethe; 

“  i  rufte  thou  ynne  Godde  above. 

And  teache  thye  fonnes  to  feare  the  Lorde, 
And  ynne  theyre  hertes  hym  love: 

**  Teache  them  to  runne  the  nobile  race 
“  Thatt  I  theyre  fader  runne  : 

Florence  !  fhou’d  dethe  thee  take-  -adieu  ! 
Yee  officers,  leade  onne.** 

Then  Florence  rav’d  as  anie  madde. 

And  dydd  her  treffies  tere ; 

Oh  1  ftaie,  mye  huffiande  !  lorde!  and  lyfe  ! 
Syr  Charles  thenne  dropt  a  teare, 

'Tyll  tyredd  out  wythe  ravynge  loud, 

Shee  fellen  onne  the  flore ; 

Syr  Charles  exerted  alle  hys  myghte. 

And  march’d  fromm  oute  the  dore, 

Uponne  a  fledde  hee  mounted  thenne, 

Wythe  lookes  fulle  brave  and  fwete  ; 

Lookes,  thatt  enlhone  ne  moe  concern 
Thanne  ante  ynne  the  ffirete. 
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Before  hym  went  the  council-menne, 

Ynne  fcarlett  robes  and  golde, 

And  'taffils  fpanglynge  ynne  the  funne, 

Muche  glorious  to  beholde; 

'The  Freers  of  Seinde  Aagudyne  next 
Appeared  to  the  fyghte, 

Alle  cladd  ynne  homelie  ruflett  weedes. 

Of  godlie  monkyfh  plyghte  : 


Ynne  diffraunt  partes  a  godlie  pfaume 
Mofte  fweetlie  theye  dydd  chaunt ; 
Behynde  theyre  backes  fyx  mynftrelles  came. 
Who  tun’d  the  llrunge  bataunt. 


Thenne  fyi'e-and-twentye  archers  came  | 

Echone  the  bowe  dydd  bende. 

From  refeue  of  kynge  Henries  friends 

Syr  Charles  forr  to  defend.  280 


Bolde  as  a  lyon  came  Syr  Charles, 

Drawne  onne  a  clothe-layde  lledde. 

Bye  two  blacke  Itedes  ynne  trappy nges  white, 
Wyth  plumes  uponne  theyre  hedde  ; 

Behynde  hym  fyve-and-twenty  moe 
Of  archers  flronge  and  floute, 

Wythe  bended  bowe  echone  ynne  hande. 
Marched  ynne  goodlie  route  : 

Seinde  Jamefes  Freers  marched  next, 

Echone  hys  parte  dydd  chaunt; 

Behynde  theyre  backes  fyx  mynftrelies  came. 
Who  tun’d  the  ftrunge  bataunt : 

Thenne  came  the  maior  and  eldermenne, 
Ynne  clothe  of  fcarlett  deck^t ; 

And  theyre  attending  meniie  echone, 

Lyke  Eafterne  princes  trick’t; 

And  after  them  a  multitude 
Of  citizenns  dydd  thronge  | 

The  wyndowes  were  alle  fuile  of  heddes. 

As  hee  dydd  paffe  alonge. 

I 

And  whenne  hee  came  to  the  hyghe  crolTe, 

Syr  Charles  dydd  turne  and  faie, 

“  O  Thou,  thatt  faveft  manne  fromme  fynne, 
“  VYaihe  mye  fouie  clean  thys  dale  I” 
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Att  the  grete  mynfterr  wyndowe  fat 
The  kynge  ynne  myckle  ftate. 

To  fee  Charles  Bawdin  goe  alonge 
7'o  hys  moft  welcom  fate. 

Soone  as  the  fledde  drewe  nyghe  enowe, 

Thatt  Edwarde  hee  myghte  heare. 

The  brave  Syr  Charles  hee  did  ftand  uppe. 
And  thus  hys  wordes  declare  : 

Thou  feeft  mee,  Edwarde  !  traytour  vile ! 

Expos’d  to  mfamie; 

Butt  be  affur’d,  difloyall  manne, 

“  Till  greater  nowe  thanne  thee. 

Bye  foule  proceedyngs,  murdre,  bloude, 

“  Thou  wearelt  n(;we  a  crowne; 

**  And  had  appointed  mee  to  dye 
Bye  power  nott  ihyne  owne. 

**  Thou  thynked  I  (hall  dye  to-daie; 

J  have  beene  dede  ’till  nowe, 

**  And  ioone  lhall  lyve  to  weare  a  crowne 
“  For  aie  uponne  my  browe  : 

Whylft  thou,  perhaps,  for  fom  few  yeares, 
bhalt  rule  thys  fickle  lande. 

To  lett  them  knowe  howe  wyde  the  rule 
“  ’Twixt  kynge  and  tyrant  hande  : 

“  Thye  pow’r  unjuft,  thou  traytour  Have! 

“  Shall  falle  onne  thye  owne  hedde” . . . 

Fromm  out  of  hearyng  of  the  kynge 
Departed  thenne  the  fledde, 

Kynge  Edwarde’s  foule  rufli’d  to  hys  face, 
Hee  turn’d  hys  hedde  awaie. 

And  to  hys  broder  Gloucetter 
Hee  thus  dydd  fpeke  and  faie; 

**  To  hym  that  foe-much-dreaded  dethe 
“  Ne  ghaftlie  terrors  brynge, 

Beholde  the  manne  !  hee  fpake  the  truthe, 
Hee’s  greater  thanne  a  kynge  1” 

Soe  lett  hym  die!”  Duke  Richarde  fayde; 

And  maye  echone  cure  foes 
Bende  downe  theyre  neckes  to  bloudie  axe. 
And  feede  the  carryon  crowes.” 


3i» 


3*5 


320 

1 


325 


33» 


335 


34® 


And 


220 


ANNUAL  REGISTER^ 

And  nowe  the  horfes  geotlie  drevve 
Syr  Charles  oppc  the  hyghe  hylle  ^ 

'The  axe  dydd  glyllerr  ynne  the  fursRe^ 

Hys  pjetious  bloode  to  fpylle., 

Syr  Charles  dydd  appe  the  fcalFold  goe» 

As  Bppe  a  gilded  carre 
Of  vidorye,  bye  val'roos  chiefs 
Gayn'd  ynne  the  bloudie  warre; 

Jind  to  the  people  Iiee  dydd  faie, 

Beholde  you  fee  mee  dye. 

For  fervynge  loyally  mye  kynge, 

My  kynge  molt  ryghtfullie. 
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As  loBge  as  Edwarde  rules  thys  laside, 

Ne  quiet  you  wylle  knovve ; 

Yoore  fonnes  and  hulbandes  Hialfe  bee  Sayne, 
And  brookes  wythe  bloude  ihalle  Howe. 

You  leave  youre  goode  and  lawfulle  kynge, 

**•  Whenne  ynne  adverhtye  ; 

**  Lyke  mee,  untoe  the  true  caufe  Hycke, 

**  And  for  the  true  caufe  dye.” 

Thenne  hee,  wyth  preeHes,  uponne  hys  knees, 

A  prayY  to  Godde  dydde  make, 

Befeechyege  hym  unto  hymfelfe 
Hys  partynge  foule  to  take. 

Thenne,  kneelynge  downe,  hee  layd  hys  hedde 
Moll  feemlie  onne  the  blocke  ; 

Whychc  fromme  hys  bodie  fayre  at  once 
The  able  heddes-manne  ilroket 

And  oute  the  bloude  beganne  to  Howe, 

And  rounde  the  fcalFolde  twyne  5 
And  teares,  enowe  to  wafhe’e  awaie, 

Dydd  Howe  fromme  each  mann’s  eyne. 
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The  bloodie  axe  hys  bodie  fayre 
Ynnto  foure  parties  cutte  ; 

And  ev’rye  parte,  and  eke  hys  hedde. 

Upon  h  pole  was  putte. 

One  parte  dyd  rotte,  onne  Kynwulph-bylle, 
One  onne  the  mynfter- tower. 

And  one  from  off  the  callle-gate 
The  crowen  dydd  devoure. 
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The  Other  onne  Seynfle  Powle’s  goodc  gate,  3S5 

A  dreery  ipe^lacle  ; 

Hys  hedde  was  plac’d  onne  the  hyghe  crolTe, 

Ynne  hyghe*ftreete  moil  nobile. 

Thus  was  the  ende  of  Bawdin’s  fate: 

Godde  profper  longe  our  kynge,  jga 

And  grante  hee  maye,  wyth  Bawdin's  foule, 

Ynne  heav’n  Godd’s  mercie  fynge  I 


THE  CAPTIVE.  A  Persian  Eleoy  ;  ly  Dr*  Wolcott* 

Scene  the  Sultan's  Palace, 


r-jr^Q  thee,  who  ruPft  o’er  Perfia’s  wide  domaifi, 

I’he  wretch  of  Zuipha  pours  the  fappliant  figh  : 

Shall  love  the  bleeding  bofom  bare  in  vain. 

And  pity  vainly  raife  th’  imploring  eye? 

Lo,  virtue  weeps  !  her  facred  drops  revere  ; 

Nor  thus  her  cheek  with  burning  blulhes  ^ain  : 

The  monarch’s  heart,  that  melts  at  virtue’s  tear. 

More  than  a  thoufand  triumphs  gild  his  reign. 

Enough  of  woe,  have  war’s  wild  horrors  fpread  ; 

Ev’n  now  the  vallies  ihriek,  the  hamlets  burn. 

See  havock  w'aft  the  blaze  from  ihade  to  fhadcl 
See  the  wan  ihepherd  o’er  the  ruin  mourn  ! 

I 

Say,  cannot  this  the  foft  emotion  wake  ; 

Force  from  thy  eye  the  fympathizing  llream  ; 

But  (hall  thy  cruelty  the  wretch  o’ertake, 

‘Scap’d  from  the  ruffian’s  fword  and  wailing  flame  ? 

Thofe  weeping  orbs  eternal  darknefs  fhade. 

If  one  fond  glance  thy  favage  hope  infpires : 

Love’s  keeneft  vengeance  fmite  the  guilty  maid, 

Falfe  to  her  fame,  and  faithlefs  to  his  fires. 

Live,  live  ye  vales  of  Lar  in  mem’ry’s  eye,  ] 

Whole  fong  fo  often  Hole  my  ravilli’d  ear: 

Let  Selim’s  name  embalm  my  conftant  figb. 

His  i.mage  brighten  ev’ry  failing  tear. 

Can  Lar’s  fair  vallies  from  remembrance  fade, 

Mir’s  echoing  rill,  and  Dinur’s  confeioas  grove; 

Where  truth  and  Selim  won  a  willing  maid, 

V/here  fiow’d  the  fhepherd’s  firll  fond  ligh  of  love. 

Ye 
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Ye  fair  fuUanas,  that  around  we  throngs* 

Ah  !  ceafe  to  foothe  a  captive’s  haplefs  hours  i  ^ 

Harfh  to  my  ear  is  pleafure’s  carelefs  fong, 

And  dim  the  radiance  fcepter’d  grandeur  (how’rs. 

Ah  !  what  avails  the  purple’s  cofliy  pride. 

The  ruby’s  blulli,  the  di’mond’s  light’ning  beam. 

Attendant  flaves,  or  mufic’s  wanton  tide. 

Or  floods  of  fragrance,  that  around  me  ftreara  ? 

Can  pomp  from  love-fick  abfence  Heal  the  figh. 

Smooth  with  gay  fmiles  the  fullen  front  of  care, 

Chace  the  pale  cloud  from  melancholy’s  eye. 

And  calm  the  deep  ton’d  murmurs  of  defpair  ? 

Away  thofe  tow’rs,  that  thus  their  heads  advance. 

While  fervile  flatt’ry  crawls  a  welcome  gueft. 

Where  proftitution  darts  the  wanton  glance. 

And  envy’s  demons  gnaw  the  throbbing  breaft  ! 

Fairer  to  me  is  Suzan’s  dangerous  (hade. 

Where  growling  fate,  the  reftlefs  favage  roams ; 

Where  horror  breathes  around  a  death -like  dread. 

And  trowding  fpeclres  haunt  the  twilight  glooms. 

Fairer  to  me  the  dungeon’s  dreary  round,  - 

Low-founding  to  the  captive’s  hollow  flgh  ; 

Where  the  pale  pond’ring  wretch,  in  thought  profound. 
Nails  to  the  murky  floor  his  haggard  eye. 

Ye  Perfian  nymphs,  with  artlefs  manners  blefl. 

And  blefl:  with  blooms  by  beauty’s  pencil  fprcad  ; 

Retire,  fweet  itrangers  to  the  throbbing  breall. 

And  court  of  folitude  her  deepefl:  fliade. 

Wing,  where  gay  freedom  bounds  from  grove  to  grove. 
Where  love  in  fafety  points  the  tender  gaze ; 

Where  feeds,  young  innocence,  her  cooing  dove. 

And  meek  contentment  pours  the  fong  of  praife. 

Parents  of  lovely  maids,  be  deaf  the  ear. 

While  pride  the  flatt’ring  pompous  tale  imparts. 

Far  from  thofe  bow’rs  each  blufliing  damfel  bear. 

Nor  give  to  mis’ry’s  gripe  their  gentle  hearts. 

The  tyger,  growling  thro’  th’  affrighted  wood. 

Springs  to  defend  th’  endanger’d  young  from  harm  ; 

The  fierce,  the  wild-ey’d  vulture,  bath’d  in  bloody 
Feels  for  her  youngling’s  cry,  the  fond  alarm. 
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Thus  fung  the  nymph,  the  foft  fultanas  lighM: 
Defire  with  virtue  in  the  monarch  ftrove ; 

Be  blett,  be  Selim  thine,  (at  length,  he  cry’d) 
Then  gave  the  maid  to  liberty  and  love. 


Dr.  Barnard  having  adniancedt  in  Converfation  njoith  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds 
and  other  Wits^  that  he  thought  **  no  Man  could  improve  njohen  he  <voas 
paji  the  Age  of  Forty-fi’ve  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  ^who  <zvas  in  Company ^ 
immediately  turned  round  to  the  facetious  Dean,  and  told  him  that  he  <vjas 
an  Injiance  to  the  contrary,  for  that  there  ‘was  great  Room  for  Impro've^ 
tnent  in  him  ( the  Dean ),  “  and  ‘wijhed  he"^ d  Jet  about  it  upon  ‘which, 
the  Dean  the  next  Day  fent  the  follo^wing  elegant  Bagatelle  to  Sir 
Jolhua  Reynolds  and  the  fame  Company. 

VERSES  to  J  O  S  H  U  A  REYNOLDS  and  Co. 
£j  the  Rev,  Dr,  Barnard,  Dean  Derry. 

T  Lately  thought  no  man  alive 

Could  e’er  improve  paft  forty-live. 

And  ventur’d  to  alTert  it;  '' 

The  obfervation  was  not  new. 

But  feem’d  to  me  fo  juft  and  true,  ' 

That  none  could  controvert  it. 

No,  Sir,”  fays  Johnfon,  "  ’tis  not  fo; 

That’s  your  millake,  and  I  can  (hew 
An  inftance,  if  you  doubt  it; 

You,  Sir,  who  are  near  forty-eight. 

May  much  improve,  ’tis  not  too  late, 

i  wilh  you’d  fet  about  it.”  ^ 

Encourag’d  thus  to  mend  my  faults, 

I  turrf’d  his  counfel  in  my  thoughts. 

Which  way  I  Ihould  apply  it ; 

Learning  and  wit  feem’d  pall  my  reach. 

For  who  can  learn  when  none  will  teach. 

And  wit — I  could  not  buy  it. 

Then  come,  my  friends,  and  try  your  Ikill, 

You  can  inform  me  if  you  will, 

(My  books  are  at  a  dillance.) 

With  you  I’ll  live  and  learn,  and  then, 

Inllead  of  books,  I  lhail  read  men. 

So  lend  me  your  affillance. 

Dear 
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Dear  *  Knight  of  Plympton,  teach  me  how 
To  fufFer  with  unruffled  brow. 

And  fmile  fererle  like  thine  ; 

The  jeji  uncouth ^  or  truth  fe^ere. 

To  fuch  I’ll  turn  my  deafell  ear. 

And  calmly  drink  my  wine. 

Thou  fay’ll,  not  only  Ikill  is  gain’d, 

^  But  genius  too  may  be  attain’d. 

By  lludious  imitation ; 

Thy  temper  mild,  thy  genius  fine. 

I’ll  copy,  till  I  make  thee  mine,  ' 

By  conllant  application. 

The  art  of  plealing,  teach  me,  Garrick, 

Thou  f ,  who  reverfell  Odes  Pindaric, 

A  fecond  time  read  o’er; 

Oh  !  could  we  read  thee  backward  too, 

Lall  thirty  years  thou  Ihould’ft  review. 

And  charm  us  thirty  more. 

If  I  have  thoughts  and  can’t  exprefs  ’em. 

Gibbons  fhall  teach  me  how  to  drefs  ’em 
In  terms  feled  and  terfe ; 

Jones  teach  me  modefty  and  Greek,  _ 

Smith  how  to  think.  Bark  how  to  fpeak. 

And  Beauclerc  to  converfe. 

Let  Johnfon  teach  me  how  to  place 
In  fairell  light  each  borrow’d  grace ; 

From  him  I’ll  learn  to  write ; 

Copy  his  clear  familiar  llyie. 

And,  from  the  roughnefs  of  his  file. 

Grow,  like  him/elf polite ^ 

An  INVOCATION  to  POVERTY. 

Said  to  he  ^written  hy  the  Hon,  Charles  Fox,  E/f, 

OHI  Poverty!  of  pale  confumptive  hue. 

If  thou  delight’ll  to  haunt  oie.  Hill  in  view  ; 

If  Hill  thy  prefence  mull  my  Heps  attend. 

At  lead;  continue,  as  thou  art — my  Friend ! 

Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds. 

L  This  alludes  to  Mr.  G.’s  having  reverfed  a  few  ftanras  of  a  Pindaric 
Ode,  upon  a  gentleman’s  averting  that  all  Pindarics  might  be  treated  in  the 
lame  manner,  and  be  equally  intelligible.  But  fo  far  from  Mr.  G.’s  having 
the  leail  intention  of  ridiculing  either  the  Ode  or  the  Author,  he  bad  before 
cxprcfled  his  approbation  of  it,  without  knowing  at  the  time  who  v/rote  it. 

Whea 
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When  Scotch  example  bids  me  be  unjuft, 

Falfe  to  my  word — or  faithlefs  to  my  truft. 

Bid  me  the  baneful  error  quickly  fee. 

And  fhun  the  world,  to  find  repole  with  thee; 
When  Vice  to  Wealth  would  turn  my  partial  eye. 
Or  Int’reft  fliut  my  ear  to  Sorrow’s  cry. 

Or  Courtier’s  cultcm  would  my  reafon  bend. 

My  Foe  to  flatter, — or  defert  my  Friend  : 

Oppofe,  kind  Po<verty^  thy  temper’d  fhield. 

And  bear  me  off  unvanquifli’d  fiom  the  field. 

If  giddy  Fortune  e’er  return  again. 

With  all  her  idle — refllefs,  wanton  train, — 

Her  magic  glafs  fhould  falfe  Ambition  hold. 

Or  Av’rice  bid  me  put  my  truft  in,,Gold, 

To  my  relief,  thou  virtuous  Goddefs,  hafte, 

And  with  thee  bring  thy  daughters  ever  chafle. 
Health  1  Liberty  !  and  Wifdom  1  fillers  bright, 
V/hofe  charms  can  make  the  word  condition  light. 
Beneath  the  hardefl  fate  the  mind  can  chear. 

Can  heal  Aflli6lion — and  difarm  Del'pair  ! 

In  chains,  in  torments,  pleafure  can  bequeath. 
And  drefs  in  fmiles  the  tyrant  hour  of  Death  ! 


O  D  E  the  Breaking  of  a  China  Quart  Mug  beicnging  to  the 

Buttery  ^ Lincoln-Coliege,  -Oxford. 

Amphora  nD7i  meruit  tarn  pretiofa  mori-^ 

H  ENE  ’E  R  the  cruel  hand  of  death 
Untimely  flops  a  fav’rite’s  breath, 

Mufes  in  plaintive  numbers  tell 

How  lov’d  he  liv’d — how  mourn’d' he  fell.— 

Catullus*  wail’d  his  fparrow’s  fate 
And  Gray  immortaliz’d  his  cat. 

Thrice  tuneful  bards !  could  1  but  chime  fo  clever. 

My  ^arty  my  honeji  ^art,  fhould  live  for  ever. 

How  weak  is  all  a  mortal’s  pow’r  » 

T’avert  the  death-devoted  hour ! 

Nor  can  a  fhape  or  beauty  fave 
'  From  the  fure  conqueft  of  the  grave. 

In  vain  the  Butler* s  choicefi;  care. 

The  MaJiePs  wifh,  the  Burfar's  pray’r  ! 

For  when  life’s  lengthen’d  to  its  longell  fpan,  * 

China  itfelf  mult  fall  as  well  as  man. 


Can 
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Can  I  forget  how  oft  my  ^art 

Has  footh’d  my  care,  and  warm’d  my  heart  ? 

When  barley  lent  its  balmy  aid, 

And  all  its  liquid  charms  difplay’d  ! 

When  orange  and  the  nut‘bro<vjn  toad 
Swam  mantling  round  the  fpky  coaft  ! 

The  pleahng  depth  I  view’d  with  fparkling  eyes. 
Nor  envy’d  Jo^e  the  Ne^ar  of  the  Ikies. 

The  Jide-boardt  on  that  fatal  day. 

When  you  in  glitt’ring  ruins  lay,  < 

Mourn’d  at  thy  lofs. — In  guggling  tone 
Decaliters  poured  out  their  moan-—  ' 

A  dimnefs  hung  on  every  glafs— 

Joe*  wonder’d  what  the  matter  was. — - 
Corks  felf-contraded  freed  the  frantic  beer. 

And  fympathizing  tankards  dropt  a  tear. — 

Where  are  the  fionxj\y  wreaths  that  bound 
In  rofy  rings  thy  chaplets  round  ? 

The  azure  fiars  whole  glitt’ring  rays 
Promis’d  a  happier  length  of  days  1 
The  trees  that  on  thy  border  grew. 

And  bloifom’d  with  eternal  blue  ! 

Treest  Jlars,  and  fow*rs~.2irt  fcatter’d  on  the  Roor, 
And  all  thy  |brittle  beauties  are  no  more.— 

Had’d  thou  been  form’d  of  coarfer  earth. 

Had  Nottingham  but  giv’n  thee  birth  ! 

Or  had  the  variegated  fide 
Of  Staf'ord^s  fable  hue  been  dy’d,  ' 

Thy  dately  fabric  had  been  found, 

Tho’  tables  tumbled  on  the  ground. — 

The  fneji  mould  the  fooned  will  decay: 

Hear  this,  ye  Fair,  for  you  yourfelves  are  clay  b 


Mr.  Gray’s  two  Latin  Odes  to  the  Deity  of  the  Grand  Char¬ 
treuse,  and  to  Mr.  West,  with  Rnglilh  Tranfations  of  them',  being 
the  genuine  School  Exercifes  of  a  young  Gentleman  of  Fifteen. 


O  D  E  /o  the  Deity  of  the  Grand  Chartreuse, 

ipvH  tu,  feveri  relligio  loci, 

^  Q^ocunque  gaudes  nomine,  (non  levs 
Nativa  nam  certe  fiuenta 

Numen  habet,  veterefque  fylvas  ; 


*  The  college  butler. 
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Praefcntlorem  et  confpicimus  Deum 
Per  invias  rapes,  fera  per  juga 
Clivofque  praeruptos,  fonantes 
Inter  aquas,  nemorumque  nodem; 
Quam  fi  repoftus  fub  trabe  citrea 
Fulgeret  auro,  et  Phidiaca  manu) 

Salve  vocanti  rite,  feflb  et 
Da  placidam  juveni  quietem. 

Quod  fi  invidendis  fedibus,  et  frui 
Fortuna  facra  lege  filentii 

Vetat  volentem,  me  reforbens 
In  medios  violenta  fludus. 

Saltern  remote  des,  pater,  angulo 
Horas  feneftae  ducere  liberas, 

Tutumque  vulgari  tumuitu 
Surripias,  hominumque  curls* 


I 


The  Translation. 

OH  thou  that  guard’ll  this  dread  abode. 
With  rigid  fanftity  imprefl, 

Whate’er  thy  name  (for  fure  fome  god 
Midft  thefe  recelTes  awes  my  bread ; 

Some  god  infpires  his  native  floods. 

And  fpreads  a  deeper  gloom  o’er  all  the  woods. 

Along  the  pendent  mountain’s  brow. 

Along  the  wild  clilPs  pathlefs  fite. 

And  where  the  murmuring  waters  flow. 

And  woods  preferve  eternal  night. 

We  view  the  prefent  god  arife ; 

In  nobler  majefty  he  ftrikes  our  eyes. 

Than  when  in  Parian  marble  form’d. 

Or  burnilh’d  gold,  we  fee  him  Hand 
Beneath  his  citron  temple,  warm’d 
To  life  by  Phidias’  matchlefs  hand) 

O  deign  to  hear  thy  fuppliant’s  pray’r. 

And  grant  him  quiet,  unalloy’d  with  care. 

But  if  forbid  by  refllefs  fate 
Thefe  envied  pleafures  here  to  prove, 

Blefl;  filence’  laws  in  this  retreat 
T’enjoy  and  lead  the  life  I  love. 

Again  by  fickle  fortune  hurl’d 
Back  to  the  tempefts  of  the  bufy  world  ; 

Q.Z 
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Yet  in  fome  fecret  diftant  fpot. 

When  age  has  wrinkled  o’er  my  brow. 

Give  me  in  peace  to  be  forgot, 

Freed  from  the  toils  I  fuffer  now. 

From  vulgar  paffions  let  me  reft. 

Far  frorii  the  cares  that  rack  the  worldly  breaft, 

ODE  ly  Mr*  Gray  to  Mr*  West. 

/|  ATER  rofarum,  cui  teners  vigent 
Aurse  Favoni,  cui  Venus  it  comes 
Lafciva,  nympharum  choreis 
Et  volucrum  celebrata  cantu  ! 

Die,  non  inertem  fallere  qua  diem 
Amat  fub  umbra,  feu  finit  aureum 
Dormire  plectrum,  feu  retentat 
Pierio  Zephyrinus  antro 

Furore  dulci  plenus,  et  immemor 
Reptantis  inter  frigora  Tufculi 
Umbrofa,  vel  colles  amici 
Palladiae  fuperantis  Albs. 

Dile€la  Fauno  et  capripedum  choris 
Pinfta,  teftor  vos,  Anio  minax 
Qusecunque  per  clivos  volutus 
Prscipiti  tremefecit  amne, 

Illius  altum  Tibur,  et  ^fuhe 
Aiidilfe  fylvas  nomen  amabiles, 

Illius  et  gtatas  Latinis 

Naiafin  ingerninafte  rupes : 

Nam  me  Latins  naiades  iivida 
Videre  ripa,  qua  niveas  levi 
Tam  faepe  lavit  rore  plumas 
Dulcc  canens  Venufinus  ales ; 

Mirum  !  canenti  conticuit  nemus,  ^ 

Sacrique  fontes,  et  retinent  adhuc 
(Sic  mufa  juffit)  faxa  molles 
Do£ta  modos,  veterefque  lauri. 

Mirare  nee  tu  me  ckhars  rudem 
Claudis  laborantem  numeris:  leca 
Amoena,  jucundumque  ver  in- 
compolitum  docuere  carmen  ; 

Hsrent  fub  omni  nam  folio  nigri 
Pheebea  iuci  (credite)  fomnia, 

Arsfutiufque  et  lympha  et  aurs 
Nefcio  quid  folito  loquuntur. 
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O  Queen  of  flowers,  whofe  tender  care 

Swells  the  foft  gales  that  nurfe  the  youthful 
With  whom  fair  Venus  comes  along. 

Theme  of  the  feather’d  choir’s  melodious  fong  ; 

Venus,  the  wanton  queen  of  love, 

Wiiom  the  gay  nymphs  refound  through  every  grove.' 

O  fay,  beneath  what  favour’d  lhade 
Beguiles  my  West,  in  fludious  leifure  laid. 

The  mid-day  hours,  not  ill  employ’d. 

Whether  he  throws  his  golden  lyre  afide. 

Or  ’mid  Fieri  a  laves,  again 
Fill’d  with  poetic  fire  refumes  the  flrain. 

Forgot  his  friend  who  climbs  the  height 
Of  fliady  Tufculum,  or  Alba’s  feat  ? 

Ye  fpreading  pines,  whofe  facred  groves 
Faunus,  and  every  fportive  fatyr  loves. 

Where  Anio  down  the  trembling  fleeps. 

And  rugged  rocks,  with  headlong  torrent  fweeps ; 

O  witnefs  all,  his  name  how  oft 
O’er  Tibur’s  cloud-crown’d  hills  hath  foar’d  aloft  5 
Oft  ^Efula,  how  all  around. 

Say,  have  thy  lovely  fhades  return’d  the  found  ; 

How  oft  each  clift,  and  hallow’d  dell. 

Where  Latium’s  naiads  ever  love  to  dwell. 

For  me  the  Latian  naiads  view’d 
On  the  dank  margin  of  that  limpid  flood. 

Where  erlt  his  plumes  of  filvery  hue, 

Venufium’s  bird  oft  bath’d  in  rofy  dew. 

Wondrous !  while  he,  fweet  fongfter,  fung. 

The  filent  woods  in  mute  attention  hung  ; 

At  his  fweet  lay  each  fount  flood  flill. 

And  check’d  the  tinkling  of  its  facred  rill. 

Ev’n  now  (the  mufes  thus  ordain) 

The  rocks,  the  laurels  flill  preferve  the  flrain. 

Nor  wonder  that  in  aukward  flight 
My  unfledg’d  wings  attempt  Parnafl'us’  height ; 

The  fweet  retreat,  the  blooming  fpring, 

Call  forth  to  voice  my  rude  unletter’d  firing. 

In  this  bleft  feat  (my  words  believe) 

Phcebcan  flumbers  hang  on  every  leaf : 

While  every  rill  and  gale  around 
Charms  with  a  fweeter  and  a  fprightlier  founds 

0-3 
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5/V  Anthony  Branville’s  Addrefs  to  the  Ladies,  in  the  late 

revived  Comedy  of  the  Discove  Rt", 

spoken  hy  A/;r.  GARRICK* 

Ladies,  before  I  go,  win  you  allow 

A  moll  devoted  flave  to  make  his  bow  ? 

Brought  to  your  bar,  ye  moll  angelic  jury  I 
I  ’Tis  you  (hall  try  me  for  my  am’rous  fury*  ^  y 

Have  I  been  guilty,  pray,  of  indecorum  ? 

My  ardors  were  fo  fierce  I  cou’d  not  lowV  ’em ; 

Such  raging  paflions  I  confefs  an  evil ; 

In  flelh  and  blood  like  mine  they  play  the  devil  I 
Bound  on  the  rack  of  love  poor  I  was  laid. 

Between  two  fires,  a  ^'idonjo  and  a  maid  I 
My  heart,  poor  fcorched  dove,  now^pants  for  refl; 

Where,  ladies,  fiiall  the  fluit’rer  find  a  nell? 

Take  pity,  fair  ones,  on  the  torturM  thing. 

Heal  it,  and  let  it  once  more  chirp  and  fing ; 

,  Yet  to  approach  you  were  infatuation,  J 

If  fouls  like  mine  fo  prone  to  inflammation,  > 

Should  meet  your  tinder  hearts — there  would  be  con-fl%:gra-tion.  j 
Indeed  fo  prudent  are  moll  men  of  falhion. 

They  run  no  danger,  for  they  feed  no  paflion  | 

Tho’  faireft  faces  fmile,  they  can  defy  ’em  ;  J 

Tho’  fofteft  tongues  Ihould  plead,  they  can  deny  ’em  ;  > 

Mankind  would  ceafe,  but  for  fuch  loving  fools  as  I  am.  j 

When  I  ainongft  them  with  my  ardors  glow, 

I’m  mount  Vefuiius  in  the  midfl  of/now! 

Had  I  the  pow’r,  and  of  each  fex  were  ruler, 

I’d  Hvarm  the  one,  and  make  the  other  cooler  : 

When  1  addrefs  the  fair,  no  art  can  fmother 
,  The  mutual  flame  we  kindle  in  each  other  ; 

I’m  now  eledrify’d — therefore  expedient 
To  fly  combufiibles  ! — Ladies,  your  obedient. 

/ 

An  Occasional  Prologu  'e.^fpoken  hy  Mr*  Garrick,  the  lafi 
^ime  of  his  performing  t onwards  increafing  a  Fund  for  the  Relief  of 
thofe  nxihoy  from  their  Infrmities,  Jhall  be  obliged  to  retire  from  the 
Staged* 

A  Veteran  fee  !  whofe  lafl:  a£l  on  the  flage. 

Intreats  your  fmiles  for  ficknefs  and  for  age  ; 

Their  caufe  I  plead — plead  it  in  heart  and  mind ; 

A  fellow-feeling  makes  one  wondrous  kind  ; 

Might 
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Might  we  but  hope  your  zeal  would  not  be  lefs 
When  I  am  gone,  to  patronize  diftrefs. 

That  hope  obtain’d,  the  vvilhM-for  end  fecures,  '' 

To  foothe  their  cares,  who  oft  have  lighten’d 
Shall  the  great  heroes  of  celeftial  line. 

Who  drank  full  bowls  of  Greek  and  Roman  wine, 

Caefar  and  Brutus,  Agamemnon,  Heflor, 

Nay  Jove  himlelf,  who  here  has  quaff’d  his  ne(5lar  ! 

Shall  they  go<vern* d  fortune,  cringe  and  court  her, 

Thirft  in  their  age,  and  call  in  vain  for  porter  f 
Like  Bellifarius,  tax  the  pitying  llreet. 

With  Date  Qbolum  to  all  they  meet  ? 

Sha’n’t  1,  who  ott  have  drench’d  my  han'ds  in  gore, 

Stabb’d  many,  poifon’d  fome,  beheaded  more  j 
Who  numbers  flew  in  battle  on  this  plain, 

Sha’n’t  I,  the  flayer,  try  to  feed  the  flain  ? 

Brother  to  all,  with  equal  love  I  view, 

The  men  who  flew  me,  and  the  men  I  flew  : 

I  mufl,  I  will  this  happy  projedl  feize, ' 

That  thofe  too  old  to  die,  may  live  with  eafe. 

Suppofe  the  bales  I  fmother’d  in  the  Tower, 

By  chance,  or  ficknefs,  lofe  their  acting  pow’r. 

Shall  theyy  once  princes,  worfe  than  all  be  ferv’d  ! 

In  childhood  murder’d,  and  when  murder’d  Rarv’d  ? 

Matrons  half-ravifli’d  for  your  recreation. 

In  age,  fliould  never  want  fome  confolation  : 

Can  I,  Young  Hamlet  once,  to  nature  lofl. 

Behold,  O  horrible  !  my  father’s  ghoft. 

With  grifly  beard — pale  cheek — ftalk  up  and  down. 

And  he,  the  royal  Dane,  want  half  a  crown  ? 

Forbid  it,  ladies;  gentlemen,  forbid  it ; 

Give  joy  to  age,  and  let  ’em  fay — -you  did  it : 

To  yQ\i*,ye  Gods  !  I  make  my  laR  appeal. 

You  have  a  right  to  judge  as  well  as  feel  ; 

Will  your  high  njoi/doms  to  our  fcheme  incline. 

That  kings,  queens,  heroes,  gods,  and  ghofts  may  dine  ? 
Olympus  fhakes !— *that  omen  all  fecures  ; 

May  every  joy  you  give,  be  tenfold 


*  To  the  Upper  Gallery. 
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E  P I L  O  G  U  E  Comedy  0/  R  U  N  A  W  A  Y. 

Written  hy  David  Garrick,  Efq* 

Spoken  hy  Mifs  Y  o  u  N  g  e. 

POST-hafte  from  Italy  arrives  my  lover  ! 

Shall  I  to  you,  good  friends,  my  fears  difcover? 

Shbuld  foreign  modes  his  virtues  roar  and  mangle. 

And  caro  fpofo  prove- — Sir  Dingle  Dangle  ; 

No  fooneryW«V  than  Jeparate  we  g  , 

Abroad- — we  never  lhall  each  other  know  ; 

At  home— I  mope  abo<ve—-\it'‘\\  pick  his  teeth  helow* 

In  fvveet  domeilic  chat  we  ne’er  ihall  mingle,  , 

And,  redded  tho’  I  am,  {hall  ftill  live  Jingle,  ^ 

However  inodifh,  I  deteh  this  plan  ; 

For  me  no  maukifh  creature,  weak  and  wan  : 

He  muft  be  Engliih,  and  an  Englilh — Man, 

To  nature  and  his  country  falfe  and  blind, 

Shcu’d  BelnjtUe  dare  to  twift  h  is  form  and  mind, 

I  will  difcard  him — and  to  Britain  true, 

A  Briton  chufe — and,  may  be,  one  of  you  I 
Nay,  don’t  be  frighten’d— I  am  but  in  jeft 
Freemen,  in  love  or  war,  fhould  ne’er  be  prefs’d. 

If  you  would  know  my  utrooh  ekpeftation,  - 

’Tis  one  unfpoii’d  by  ira'veWd  education  ; 

With  knowledge,  taile,  much  kindnefs,  and  fome  whim, 

Good  fenfe  to  govern  me — and  let  me  govern  him  : 

Great  love  of  me  mull  keep  his  heart  from  roving  : 

V  Then  I’ll  forgive  him,  if  he  proves  too  loving. 

If,  in  thefe  times,  I  fliould  be  blefs’d  by  fate 
With  fuch  a  phcenix,  fuch  a  matchlefs  mate, 

I  will  by  kindnefs,  and  fome  fmall  difcerning. 

Take  care  that  Hymen^s  torch  continues  burning. 

At  weddings,  novv-a  days,  the  torch,  thrown  down. 

Juft  makes  a  fmoke,  then  {links  throughout  the  town  I 
No  married  puritan— I’ll  follow  pleafure. 

And  ev’h  the  fafliion — but  in  mod’rate  meafure ; 

I  will  of  op’ra  extaftes  partake, 

Tho’  I  take  friuif  to  keep  myfelf  awake. 

No  rampant  plumes  fhall  o’er  ray  temples  play. 

Foretelling  that  roy  brains  will  fiy  away  ; 

Nor  from  my  head  {hall  ftrange  vagaries  fpring. 

To  Ihev/  the  foil  can  teem  with  every  thing  1 
Yko  fruits i  roots ^  greens,  ihall  fill  the  ample  fpacc, 

A  kitchen- garden,  to  adorn  my  face  ! 
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No  rocks  (hall  there  be  feen,  no  windmill,  fountain. 

Nor  curls,  like  guns,  fet  round,  to  guard  the  mountain  ! 
O  learn,  ye  fair,  if  this  fame  madnefs  fpreads. 

Not  to  hold upy  but  to  keep  donvny  your  heads  ; 

Be  not  milled  by  ftrange  fantallic  art. 

But  in  your  drei's  let  Nature  take  fome  part  ; 

Her  ficill  alone  a  lading  povv’r  infures. 

And  bed  can  ornament  fuch  charms  ^syours. 


VERSES  to  the  late  Dr.  Pearce,  Bijhop  of  Rocheder,  and  his 
Lady^  on  Occafion  of  then  celebrating  thr  Fiftieth  Year  of  their 
Union,  as  a  Tear  of  Jubilee. 


Nr O  more  let  calumny  complain, 

1  That  Hymen  binds  in  cruel  chain. 
And  makes  his  fubjefts  flaves; 
Supported  by  the  good  and  wife. 

Her  keened  dander  he  defies. 

Her  utmod  malice  braves. 


To  day — he  triumphs  o’er  his  foes. 

And  to  the  world  a  pair  he  (hews. 

Though  long  his  fubjeds — free  ; 

Who  happy  in  his  bands  appear. 

And  joyful  call  the  Fiftieth  year, 

A  year  of.J ubilee. 

M  E  M  o  R  Y  of  the  late  Mr.  Granger,  Author  of  the 
Biographical  Hidory,  nAjho,  on  the  Sunday  after  Fader  ( ^vhe7i  the  Sa¬ 
crament  is  adminifered  in  the  church  of  Shiplake  as  nuell  as  on  Eader- 
Sunday  itjelf) ,nvas  fei%ed  Hjoith  an  Apoplediic  Fit  n/jhile  at  the  Com¬ 
munion  Fable' there ,  after  hanjing  gone  through  the  Duties  of  the  Defe 
and  Pulpit  as  ujual ;  and,  nofnjjithfianding  every  medical  Ajjijtance, 
aied  early  the  next  Morning,  April  15,  1776. 

More  happy  end  what  faint  e’er  knew! 

To  whom  like  mercy  Ihown  ! 

His  Saviour’s  death  in  rapturous  view. 

And  unperceiv’d  his  own. 


SONG  fung  by  Mr.  Beard  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Prefdent, 
y  ice-  Prefedcnt ,  Governors ,  ^c.  of  the  London- Hospital.  From 
theFYorks  of  Paul  Whitehead,  juf  publijhed, 

OhF  trophies  and  laurels  I  mean  not  to  fing, 

*  Of  fruflia's  brave  orince,  or  of  Britain’s  good  king  : 

Here  the  poor  claim  my  fong  ;  then  the  art  I’ll  difplay. 

How  you  all  fhail  be  gainers — by  giving  away. 

Derry  down® 

'  The 
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The  crufe  of  the  widow  you  very  well  know. 

The  more  it  was  emptied,  the  fuller  did  flow  : 

So  here  with  your  purfe  the  like  wonder  you’ll  find  ; 

The  more  you  draw  out.  Hill — the  more  left  behind. 

»  Derry  dowHo 

The  prodigal  here  without  danger  may  fpend  5 
That  ne’er  can  be  lavilh’d,  to  heav’n  we  lend  ;  , 

And  the  mifer  his  purfe-ftrings  may  draw  without  pain, 
or  what  mifer  won’t  give—when  giving  is  gain  ? 

Derry  down. 

The  gamefter,  who  fits  up  whole  days  and  whole  nights. 

To  hazard  his  health  and  his  fortune  at  White’s  ; 

Much  more  to  advantage  his  betts  he  may  make. 

Here,  fet  what  he  will,  he  will  double  his  flake. 

Derry  down. 

The  fair-one,  whofe  heart  the  four  aces  controul. 

Who  fighs  for  Sans-prendre,  and  dreams  of  a  vole. 

Let  her  here  fend  a  tithe  of  her  gain  at  quadrille,  r  ' 

And  Ihe’li  ne’er  want  a  friend  in  victorious  fpadiile. 

Derry  down. 

Let  the  merchant,  who  trades  on  the  perilous  fea, 

^sCome  here,  and  infure,  if  from  lofs  he’d  be  free  ; 

A  policy  here  from  all  dangers  fecures, 

'  For  fafe  is  the  venture — which  Heaven  infures. 

Derry  down. 

The  flock-jobber  too  may  fubferibe  without  fear. 

In  a  fund  which  for  ever  a  premium  muft  bear  ; 

Where  the  flock  niufl  fliil  rife,  and  where  ferip  will  prevail, 

Tho’  South-Sea,  and  India,  and  Omnium,  Ihouid  fail. 

’  Derry  down. 

The  churchman  likewife  his  advantage  may  draw'. 

And  here  buy  a  living,  in  fpite  of  the  law— - 
In  heav’n,  I  mean  ;  then,  without  any  fear. 

Let  his*n  purchafe  away —“here’s  no  flmony  here. 

Derry  down. 

f  Ye  rakes,  who  the  joys  of  Hymen  difdaim, 

Amd  feek,  in  the  ruin  of  virtue,  a  fame  ; 

You  may  here  boafla  triumph  confiflent  with  duty. 

And  keep,  without  guilt,  a  feraglio  of  beauty, 

Derry  down. 

*  Additional  flanza  for  the  annual  feafl  of  the  Tons  of  the  clergy, 
f  Ditto  for  the  Magdalen  Hofpital, 
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If  from  chanty  then  fuch  advantages  flow. 

That  yon  ftill  gain  the  more — the  more  you  bellow  ; 

Here’s  the  place  will  afford  you  rich  profit  with  eafe  : 

When  the  bafon  comes  round— be  as  rich  as  you  pleafe. 

Derry  down. 

Then  a  health  to  that  •  patron,  whofe  grandeur  and  llore 
Yield  aid  and  defence  to  the  fick  and  the  poor  ; 

Who  no  courtier  can  flatter,  no  patriot  can  blame  : 

But,  our  Present’s  here— or  I’d  tell  you  his  name. 

*  Derry  down. 


4 


♦  Tlie  late  Duke  of  Devwnfliire. 
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Account  of  Books  for  1776 


^he  HiJIory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall 
of  the  Ronian  Empire  i  by  Ed¬ 
ward  Gibbon,  E(q',  Volume  the 
Firft, 

do  not  remember  any 
y  V  work  publifiied  in  our  time, 
which  has  met  with  a  more  genera! 
approbation  than  Mr.  Gibbon’s 
Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire.  We  are  hap¬ 
py  in  adding  cur  fuifrage  to  the 
public  voice,  which  has  fo  julliy 
declared  in  its  favour. 

The  volume  publifhed  is  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  a  part  only,  of  a  very 
extenlive  and  arduous  undertaking. 
The  whole ^defign  neceffarily  com¬ 
prehends  the  divilion  of  the  empire 
into  its  two  great  branches,  the 
wedern  and  eahern  §  and  the  (lory 
of  both  is  to  be  continued  to  their 
final  diiTolution.  The  latter  fur- 
vired  the  former  for  feveral  centu¬ 
ries,  and  coincided  with  the  sera  of 
the  Crufades.  The  Crufade  there¬ 
fore,  falling  in  with  his  hiflory  of 
the  eaftern  empire,  (to  the  fall  of 
which,  they  did,  not  a  little,  con¬ 
tribute)  he  propofes  to  enter  large¬ 
ly  into  the  hiftory  of  thofe  enthufia- 
.  Eical  enierprifes.  They  are  far  from 
being  foreign  to  liis  fubjeft,  and 
there  are  fev/  events  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  human  affairs,  which  af¬ 
ford  more  matter  of  entertainment 
and  fpeculadon  to  a  phiiofophicai 


N 

mind.  At  the  fame  time  he  pro- 
pofes  to  take  a  view  of  the  flate  of 
the  city  of  Rome  itfelf,  during  the 
darknefs  and  confufion  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  ages,  then  indeed  wholly  Grip¬ 
ped  of  its  power  and  grandeur,  but 
never  an  unintefeding  objedl. 

This  brings  down  the  narrative 
to  that  period  where  ancient  hillo- 
ry  coniines  upon  the  modern,  and 
thus  Mr.  Gibbon’s  work,  when 
compleated,  will  form  the  great 
connecting  link,  between  two  fuch 
extremely  differing  fyftems  of  opi¬ 
nions,  manners,  and  politicks. 

This  latter  part  alone  of  the  un¬ 
dertaking,  would  require  not  only 
great  irydultry,  deep  learning,  and 
found  judgment,  but  the  rare  ta¬ 
lent  of  rendering  the  tranfaflions 
of  obfcure  times,  and  forgotten 
perfons,  engaging  and  delightful. 
By  this  lirft  volume  now  publiihed, 
the  author  has  fhewn  that  he  pof- 
felfes  all  thefe  qualities  in  a  very 
high  degree. 

The  gen'^ral  period  which  Mr. 
Gibbon  has  chofen  for  his  hidory, 
is  at  lead  equally  intereding  with 
that  of  the  profperous  date  of  the 
Roman  affairs.  The  indruflioa 
to  be  drawn  from  the  fall,  is  per¬ 
haps  fully  equal  to  that,  which  is 
to  be  extracted  from  the  growth  of 
human  preatnefs.  In  the  latter 
cafe,  fortune  throvvs  a  glare  over 
every  aflion,  which  often  prevents 

a  fo- 
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a  fober  judgment  on  it.  We  are 
too  apt  to  confound  the  whole  in 
an  indifcriminate  admiration  ;  and 
often  to  decorate  luccefsful  impru¬ 
dence,  and  happy  temerity,  with 
the  praifes  which  belong  to  well 
digeded  policy,  and  well  regulated 
boldnefs. 

Wife  conduft  and  virtuous  cha- 
rader  attended  with  ill-fuccefs,  are 
not  fo  likely  to  have  injullice  done 
to  them  by  an  impartial  pollerity. 
During  a  great  part  of  the  period 
of  which  Mr.  Gibbon  treats  in  this 
volume,  the  empire  began  only  to 
difcover  fymptoms  of  decline,  dif- 
cernible  only  to  thofe  who  trace 
political  evils  in  their  remote 
caufes.  Yet  evtn  at  this  period  of 
external  fplendor,  the  materials 
for  hiiiory  are  mean  and  fcantv. 
Our  author  feleds  what  is  to  be 
found  valuable  among  them  with 
great  judgment,  and  places  it  al¬ 
ways  in  the  happieit  point  of 
view. 

A  fecond  volume,  which  is  all 
that  our  author  engages  for,  will 
perfed  a  compleat  Hiitory  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  Rome,  from 
the  age  of  the  Antonines  to  the  fub- 
verhon  of  the  weftern  empire. 

The  prefent  volume  carries  us 
no  farther  than  the  re  union  of  the 
whole  empire,  under  Conftantine. 
It  coniifts  of  fixteen  chapters ;  the 
three  fil'd  are  in  a  manner  prepa¬ 
ratory  to  the  hiiiory,  treating  of 
the  extent  and  force  of  the  union 
and  internal  profperity  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire,  to  the  age  of  the  Anto¬ 
nines,  and  concluding  with  a  cu¬ 
rious  diifertation  on  the  conllitution 
of  that  empire,  at  the  fame  age. 

I’he  4th,  5th,  6th, and  7th,  carry 
on  the  hiiiory  to  the  time  of  Philip. 
The  8th  chapter  is  an  hil'corical 
dilTertation  on  the  date  of  Ferfia, 
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after  the  redoratlon  of  its  monar¬ 
chy  by  Artaxerxes,  and  the  9th  ex¬ 
hibits  the  date  of  Germany  to  the 
time  of  the  emperor  Decius. 

The  10,  II,  12,  13,  and  14th 
chapters  compleat  the  hiiiory  to 
the  acceflion  of  Condantine  to  the 
whole  undivided  imperial  dignity, 
over  the  vad  extent  of  the  Roman 
world. 

This  event  fird  gave  chridianity 
the  fandion  of  human  authority; 
we  cannot  but  lament  our  author’s 
deferring  to  the  next  volume,  the 
very  intereding  and  important 
“  chapter,  which,  he  informs  us, 
is  to  treat  of  the  motives  of 
Condantine’s  converfion,  as  they 
may  varioufly  be  deduced  from 
faith,  from  virtue,  from  policy, 
or  from  remorfe.’’  Our  author 
has  not  however  altogether  quitted 
us  at  this  mod  important  period  ; 
his  two  lad  chapters  offer  to  our 
confideration  the  fecondary  caules 
of  the  rapid  growth  of  chridianity. 
They  treat  of  the  condud  of  the 
'Roman  government  towards  the 
chriliians,  from  Nero  to  Condan- 
tine.  Cur  author  feems  fenfible 
that  the  fubjefl  of  thefe  chapters 
called  for  all  his  abilities,  and  he 
has  exerted  himfelf  accordinorly. 
He  may  perhaps  in  them  be  thought 
in  fome  degree  to  have  quitted  the 
charader  of  the  hidorian,  to  afiume 
that  of  the  ecclefiadical  critick. 
In  his  reprefentation  of  the  great 
conflid  between  declining  Paga- 
nifm  and  growing  Chridianity,  he 
certainly  Ihews  no  fort  of  blind  pre¬ 
judice  in  favour  of  the  fuccefsful 
caufe.  If  the  primitive  Chridians, 
through  zeal  or  refentment,  have 
magnified  the  faults  of  their  ad- 
veriaries,  and  their  own  fuiferings, 
Mr.  Gibbon  omits  no  pains  to 
make  the  bailance  ev^n.  He  fome- 

times 
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times  feems  even  to  labour  with 
fomewhat  of  the  earneiinefs,  and 
with  all  the  Ikill  of  an  advocate, 
in  favour  of  the  condufl  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  government  toward  the  Chri- 
flians  ;  and  fo  far  from  allowing 
merit  in  the  early  martyrdoms, 
they  hardly  efcape  the  imputation 
of  fome  degree  of  guilt  This  is 
managed  with  great  dexterity,  and 
often  with  a  delicate  vein  of  irony 
—It  is  impoflible  to  mifunderlland, 
or  wholly  to  apprqve  of  the  defign 
of  the  author  in  this  part  of  his 
work.  He  did  not  probably  ex¬ 
pert,  or  perhaps  wilh,  that  his 
opinions  and  fentiments  Hiould  red 
altogether  without  contradiction  or 
cppofition ;  it  is  how’ever  a  con- 
troverfy  in  which  we  are  not  called 
upon  for  our  opinion,  and  lhall 
not  prefume  to  offer  any  decifion. 

The  extract  we  fhall  offer  to  our 
readers,  is  the  condufion  of  the 
third  chapter. 

“  If  a  man  were  called  to  fix  the 
period  in  the  hidory  of  the  world, 
during  which  the  condition  of  the 
human  race  was  moil  happy  and 
profperous,  he  would,  without  he- 
litation,  name  that  w'hich  elapj'ed 
from  the  death  of  Domitian  to  the 
acceflion  of  Commodus.  The  vail 
extent  of  the  Roman  empire  was 
governed  by  abfolote  power,  under 
the  guidance  of  virtue  and  wifdom. 
The  armies  were  reftrained  by  the 
firm  but  p-entle  hand  of  four  fuc- 

O 

ceflive  emperors,  whofe  characters 
and  authority  commanded  involun¬ 
tary  refpeCt.  The  forms  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  adminidration  were  carefully 
preferved  by  Nerva,  Trajan,  Ha¬ 
drian,  and  the  Antonines,  who 
delighted  in  the  image  of  liberty, 
and  were  pleafed  vvith  confidejing 
themfelves  as  the  accountable  mi- 
niflers  of  the  laws.  Such  princes 
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deferved  the  honour  of  reftoring 
the  republic,  had  the  Romans  of 
their  days  been  capable  of  enjoying 
a  rational  freedom. 

The  labours  of  thefe  monarchs 
were  overpaid  by  the  immenfe  re¬ 
ward  that  in  reparably  waited  on 
their  fuccefs ;  by  the  Toneil  pride 
of  virtue,  and  by  the  exquifite  de¬ 
light  of  beholding  the  general  hap- 
pinefs  of  which  they  were  the  au¬ 
thors.  A  juft,  but  melancholy 
refleClion  embittered,  however,  the 
nobleft  of  human  enjoyments.  They 
muft  often  have  recoIleCted  the  in- 
ftability  of  a  happinefs  which  de¬ 
pended  on  the  character  of  a  fingle 
man.  The  fa? a!  moment  was  per¬ 
haps  appro<iching,  when  fome  li¬ 
centious  youth,  or  fome  jealous 
tyrant  would  abufe,  to  the  de- 
ftruCtion,  that  abfolute  power, 
which  they  had  exerted  for  the 
benefit  of  their  people.  The  ideal 
reftraints  of  the  fenate  and  the 
laws  might  ferve  to  difplay  the 
virtues,  but  could  never  correCl  the 
vices,  of  the  emperor.  The  mili¬ 
tary  force  was  a  blind  and  irrefifti- 
Me  inftrument  of  oppreftion  ;  and 
the  corruption*  of  Roman  manners 
would  always  fupply  flatterers  eager 
to  applaud,  and  minifters  prepared 
to  ferve,  the  fear  or  the  avarice, 
the  luft  or  the  cruelty,  of  their 
mafters. 

Thefe  gloomy  apprehenfions 
had  been  already  juftified  by  the 
experience  of  the  Romans,  The 
annals  of  the  emperors  exhibit  a 
ftrong  and  , various  picture  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  which  we  fhould  vainly 
feek  among  the  mixed  and  doubt¬ 
ful  characters  of  modern  hiftory. 
In  the  conduct  of  thofe  monarchs 
we  may  trace  the  utmoft  lines  of 
vice  and  virtue  ;  the  moft  exalted 
perfection,  and  the  meaneft  dege¬ 
neracy 
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ncracy  of  our  own  fpecies.  The 
golden  age  of  Trajan  and  the  An- 
tonines  had  been  preceded  by  an 
.  age  of  iron.  It  is  almoit  fuperflu- 
ous  to  enumerate  the  unworthy 
fucceflbrs  of  Auguftus.  Their  un¬ 
paralleled  vices,  and  the  fplendid 
theatre  on  which  they  were  afted, 
have  faved  them  from  oblivion. 
The  dark  unrelenting  Tiberius, 
the  furious  Caligula,  the  ftupid 
Claudius,  the  profligate  and  cruel 
Nero,  the  beaftly  Vitelllus,  and  the 
timid,  inhuman  Domitian,are  con¬ 
demned.  to  everlailing  infamy. 
During  fourfcore  years  (excepting 
only  the  fliort  and  doubtful  refpite 
of  Vefpafian’s  reign)  Rome  groan¬ 
ed  beneath  an  unremitting  tyran¬ 
ny,  which  exterminated  the  an¬ 
cient  families  of  the  republic,  and 
was  fatal  to  almok  every  virtue,  and 
every  talent,  that  arofe  in  that  un- 
happy  period. 

“  Under  the  reign  of  thefe  mon¬ 
gers,  the  flavery  of  the  Romans 
was  accompanied  with  two  peculiar 
circumftances,  the  one  occahoned 
by  their  former  liberty,  the  other 
by  their  extenhve  conquers,  which 
rendered  their  condition  more 
wretched  than  that  of  the  vidlims 
of  tyranny  in  any  other  age  or 
country.  From  thefe  caufes  were 
derived,  l.  The  exquiTite  fenfibi- 
lity  of  the  fufrerers;  and,  2.  The 
impoffibility  of  efcaping  from  the 
hand  of  the  opprelfor. 

I.  When  Perfia  was  governed 
by  the  defeendants  of  Seli,  a  race 
of  princes,  whofe  wanton  cruelty 
often  ftained  their  divan,  their 
table,  and  their  bed,  with  the 
blood  of  their  favourites,  there  is 
a  faying  recorded  of  a  young  no- 
blema»n,  That  he  never  departed 
from  the  fultan’s  prefence,  without 
fatisfying  himfelf  whether  his  head 
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was  ftill  on  his  fhoulders.  The 
experience  of  every  day  might  al- 
moft  jullify  the  fcepticifm  of  Ruf- 
tan.  Yet  the  fatal  fword  fufpend- 
ed  above  him  by  a  (ingle  thread, 
feems  not  to  have  difturbed  the 
(lumbers,  or  interrupted  the  tran¬ 
quillity,  of  the  Perfian.  The  mo¬ 
narch’s  frown,  he  well  knew, 
could  level  him  with  the  dull ;  but 
the  (Iroke  of  lightning  or  apoplexy- 
might  be  equally  fatal:  and  it 
was  the  part  of  a  wife  man,  to 
forget  the  inevitable  calamities  of 
human  life  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fleeting  hour.  He  was  digni¬ 
fied  with  the  appellation  of  the 
king’s  (lave ;  had,  perhaps,  beea 
purchafed  from  obfeure  parents, 
in  a  country  which  he  had  never 
known  ;  and  was  trained  up  from 
his  infancy  in  the  fevere  difeipline 
of  the  feraglio.  His  name,  his 
wealth,  his  honours,  were  the  gift 
of  a  mafter,  who  might,  without 
injuflice,  refume  what  he  had  be¬ 
llowed.  Ruftan’s  knowledge,  if 
he  polTelTed  any,  could  only  fervs 
to  confirm  his  habits  by  prejudices, 
Flis  language  afforded  not  words 
for  any  form  of  government,  ex¬ 
cept  abfoiute  monarchy.  The  hif- 
toryof.the  eaft  informed  him,  that 
fucli  had  ever  been  the  condition 
of  mankind.  The  Koran,  and  the 
interpreters  of  that  divine  book, 
inculcated  to  him,  that  the  fultan 
was  the  defeendant  of  the  prophet, 
and  the  vicegerent  of  Heaven ; 
that  patience  was  the  firft  virtue 
of  a  Muffulman,  and  unlimited 
obedience  the  great  duty  of  a 
fubjeft. 

“  The  mind?  of  the  Romans 
were  very  differently  prepared  for 
flavery,  Opprelfed  beneath'  the 
weight  of  their  own  corruption  and 
of  military  violence,  they  for  a 
‘  ion  2" 
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long  while  preferved  the  fenti- 
ments,  or  at  leaft  the  idea^,  of 
their  freeborn  anceftors.  The  edu¬ 
cation  of  Helvidius  and  Thrafea, 
of  Tacitus  and  Pliny,  was  the  fame 
as  that  of  Cato  and  Cicero.  From 
Grecian  philofophy,  they  had  im¬ 
bibed  the  juftell  and  mofl;  liberal 
notions  of  the  dignity  of  human 
nature,  and  the  origin  of  civil  fo- 
ciety.  The  hiftory  of  their  own 
country  had  taught  them  to  revere 
a  free,  a  virtuous,  and  a  vifto- 
xious  commonwealth  ;  to  abhor  the 
fuccefsful  crimes  of  Casfar  and  Au- 
guftus ;  and  inwardly  to  defpife 
thofe  tyrants  whom  they  adored 
with  the  moil  abjeft  flattery.  As 
magiflrates  and  fenators,  they  were 
admitted  into  the  great  council, 
wliich  had  once  didlated  laws  to  the 
earth,  whole  name  Hill'  gave  a 
fanftion  to  the  ads  of  the  mo¬ 
narch,  and  whofe  authority  was  fo 
often  proftituted  to  the  vilell  por- 
pofes  of  tyranny.  Tiberius,  and 
thofe  emperors  who  adopted  his 
maxims,  attempted  todifgiiife  their 
murders  by  theformalitiesof  juflice, 
and  perhaps  enjoyed  a  fecret  plea- 
fure  in  rendering  the  fenate  their 
accomplice,  as  well  as  their  vidim. 
By  this  affembly,  the  lad  of  the 
Romans  were  condemned  for  ima¬ 
ginary  crimes  and  real  virtues. 
Their  infamous  accufers  alTumed 
the  language  of  independent  pa¬ 
triots,  who  arraigned  a  dangerous 
citizen  before  the  tribunal  of  his 
country ;  and  the  public  fervice 
was  rewarded  by  riches  and  ho¬ 
nours.  The  fervile  j  udges  profelfed 
to  afl'ert  the  majelly  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  violated  in  the  perfon 
of  its  firfl  magiftrate,  whofe  cle¬ 
mency  they  moll  applauded  when 
they  trembled  the  moll  at  his  inex¬ 
orable  and  impendingcruelty,  I'he 
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tyrant  beheld  their  bafenefs  with 
juft  contempt,  and  encountered 
their  fecret  fentiments  of  devafta- 
tion  with  fincere  and  avowed 
hatred  for  the  whole  body  of  the 
fenate. 

“  il.  The  divifion  of  Europe 
into  a  number  of  independent 
dates,  connedled,  however,  with 
each  other,  by  the  general  refem- 
blance  of  religion,  language,  and 
manners,  is  produfiive  of  the  moil 
ber^eficial  conlequences  to  the  li¬ 
berty  of  mankind.  A  modern  ty¬ 
rant,  who  ftiould  And  no  refiftance 
either  in  his  'own  bread,  or  in  his 
people,  would  foon  experience  a 
gentle  reftraint  from  the  example 
of  his  equals,  the  dread  of  prefent 
cenfure,  the  advice  of  his  allies, 
and  the  apprehenfion  of  his  ene¬ 
mies.  The  objedl  of  his  difplea- 
fure,  efcaping  from  the  narrow 
limits  of  his  dominions,  would  ea- 
flly  obtain,  in  a  happier  climate, 
a  fecure  refuge,  a  new  fortune  ade¬ 
quate  to  his  merit,  the  freedom  of 
complaint,  and  perhaps  the  means 
of  revenge.  But  the  empire  of  the 
Remans  Ailed  the  world,  and  when, 
that  empire  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
Angle  perfon,  the  v/orld  became  a 
fecure  and  dreary  prifon  for  his 
enemies.  The  Have  of  Imperial 
defpotifm,  whether  he  was  con¬ 
demned  to  drag  his  gilded  chain  in 
Rome  and  the  fenate,  or  to  wear 
out  a  life  of  exile  on  the  barren 
rock  of  Seriphus,  or  the.  frozen 
banks  of  the  Danube,  expeded  his 
fate  'in  filent  ddfpair.  To  reAft 
was  fatal,  and  it  was  impolBble  to 
fly.  On  every  Ade  he  was  encom- 
palled  with  a  vaft  extent  of  fea  and. 
land,  which  he  could  never  hope  to 
traverfe  without  being  difeovered, 
feized,  and  reftored  to  his  irritated 
mailer.  Beyond  the  frontiers,  his 

anxious 
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anxious  view  could^  difcover  no¬ 
thing,  except  the  ocean,  inhofpi- 
table  deferts,  hohile  tribes  of  bar¬ 
barians,  of  fierce  manners  and  un¬ 
known  language,  or  dependent 
kings,  who  would  gladly  purchafe 
the  emperor’s  protedion  by  the  fa- 
crifice  of  an  obnoxious  fugitive. 

Wherever  you  are,’’  faid  Cicero 
to  the  exiled  MarccIIes,  “  remem- 
**  ber  that  you  are  equally  within 
the  power  of  our  conqueror,” 
[For  a  farther  fpecimen  of  this 
work,  fee  pages  134 — 147  of  the 
fecond  part  of  this  volume.] 


yfn  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and 
Caujes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
By  Adam  Smith,  LL,D.  F.R,S. 
z  ^ols,  quarto, 

The  growth  and  decay  of  na¬ 
tions  have  frequently  afford¬ 
ed  topics  of  admiration  and  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  moralift  and  declaim- 
er  :  they  have  fometimes  exercifed 
the  ipeculati'ons  of  the  politician  ; 
but  they  have  feldom  been  confi- 
dered  in  all  their  caufes  and  com¬ 
binations  by  the  philofopher.  The 
French  ceconomical  writers  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  their  merit.  Within 
this  century  they  have  opened  the 
way  to  a  rational  theory,  on  the  fub- 
je«5fs  of  agriculture,  manufadf ures, 
and  commerce.  But  no  one  work 
has  appeared  amongfi:  them,  nor 
perhaps  could  there  be  colledled 
from  the  whole  together,  any  thing 
to  be  compared  to  the  prefent  per¬ 
formance,  lor  fagacity  and  pene¬ 
tration  of  mind,  extent  of  views, 
accurate  diilir/dion,  jail  and  natu¬ 
ral  connection  and  dependence  of 
parts,  it  is  a  compleat  analyfis 
of  fcciety,  beginning  with  the  firft 
rudiments  of  the  fimplelt  manual 
labour,  and  rihng  by  an  cr.fy  and 
VoL,  XIX. 
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natural  gradation  to  the  higheft  at¬ 
tainments  of  mental  powers  In 
which  courfe  not  only  arts  and  com¬ 
merce,  but  finance,  juftice,  public 
police,  the  oeconomy  of  armies, 
and  the  fyflem  of  education,  are 
confidered  and  argued  upon,  often 
profoundly,  always  plaulibly  and 
clearly  ;  many  of  the  fpeculations 
are  new,  and  time  will  be  required 
before  a  certain  judgment  can  be 
palled  on  their  truth  and  folidity. 

The  llyle  of  the  author  may  be 
fometimes  thought  dilFufe,  but  it 
muft  be  remembered  that  the  work 
is  didadtic,  that  the  author  means 
to  teach,  and  teach  things  that  are 
by  no  means  obvious. 

We  cannot  better  date  t|je  njlture 
and  plan  of  his  work,  than  by  lay¬ 
ing  before  the  reader  the  dodor’s 
own  very  fhort  introdu^lion. 

The  annual  labour  of  every 
nation  is  the  fund  which  origi¬ 
nally  fiipplies  it  with  all  the  ne- 
cefl’aries  and  conveniences  of  life 
which  it  annually  confumes,  and 
which  confifls  always,  either  in  the 
immediate  produce  of  that  labour, 
or  in  what  is  purchafed  with  that 
produce  from  other  nations. 

According,  therefore,  as  this 
produce,  or  what  is  purchafed  with 
it,  bears  a  greater  or  final ler  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  number  of  thofe  who 
are  to  confume  it,  the  nation  will 
be  better  or  worfe  fupplied  with 
all  the  necelTaries  and  conveniences 
for  which  it  has  occafion. 

But  this  proportion  mud  in 
every  nation  be  regulated  by  two 
different  circumflances  ;  fird,  by  the 
fkill,  dexterity,  and  judgment,  with 
which  -labour  is  generally  applied 
in  it  ;  and,  fecoudly,  by  the  pro¬ 
portion  between  the  number  of 
thofe  who  are  employed  in  ufeful 
labour,  and  that  of  thofe  who  are 
not  fo  employed.  Whatever  be 
R  ihff 
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the  foil,  climate,  or  extent  of  ter¬ 
ritory  of  any  particular  nation,  the 
abundance  or  fcantinefs  of  its  an¬ 
nual  fupply  muft,  in  that  particu¬ 
lar  fituation,  depend  upon  thofe 
two  circumfiances. 

“  The  abundance  or  fcantinefs  of 
this  fupply  too  feems  to  depend 
more  upon  the  former  of  thofe  two 
circumftances  than  upon  the  lat¬ 
ter.  Among  the  favage  nations  of 
hunters  and  fiihers,  every  indivi¬ 
dual  who  is  able  to  work,  is  more 
or  lefs  employed  in  ufeful  labour, 
and  endeavours  to  provide,  as  well 
,as  he  can,  the  neceffaries  and  con¬ 
veniences  of  life  for  himfelf,  and 
fuch  of  his  family  or  tribe  as  are 
either  too  old,  or  too  young,  or 
t®o  infiriii  to  go  a  hunting  and 
hfhing.  Such  nations,  however, 
are  fo  miferably  poor,  that,  from 
mere  want,  they  are  frequently 
reduced,  or,  at  Icaft,  think  them- 
felves  reduced,  to  the  neceffity 
fometimes  of  direftly  deftroying, 
and  fometimes  of  abandoning  their 
infants,  their  old  people,  and  thofe 
afHidled  with  lingering  difeafes, 
to  perilh  with  hunger,  or  to  be 
devoured  by  wild  beads.  Among 
civilized  and  thriving  nations,  on 
the  contrary,  though  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  people  do  not  labour  at  all, 
many  of  whom  ccnfume  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  ten  times,  frequently  of  a 
hundred  times  more  labour  than 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  work  ; 
yet  the  produce  of  the  whole  la¬ 
bour  of  the  fociety  is  fo  great,  that 
all  are  often  abundantly  fupplied, 
and  a  workman,  even  of  the  low¬ 
ed  and  pooreft  order,  if  he  is  fru¬ 
gal  and  induftrious,  may  enjoy 
a  greater  (hare  of  the  necelTaries 
and  conveniences  of  life  than  it  is 
pcffibiw  fpr  aqy  favage  to  acquire. 
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The  caufes  of  this  improve¬ 
ment,  in  the  produftive  powers  of 
labour,  and  the  order  according 
to  which  its  produce  is  naturally 
diftributed  among  the  different 
ranks  and  conditions  of  men  in  ths 
fociety,  make  the  fubjed  of  the  frit 
book  of  this  enquiry. 

‘‘  Whatever  be  the  adual  date 
of  the  fkill,  dexterity,  and  judg¬ 
ment  with  which  labour  is  applied 
in  any  nation,  the  abundance  or 
fcantinefs  of  its  annual  fupply 
muft  depend,  during  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  that  date,  upon  the 
proportion  between  the  number  of 
thofe  iwho  are  annually  employed 
in  ufeful  labour,  and  that  of  thofe 
who  are  not  fo  employed.  The 
number  of  ufeful  and  produdive 
labourers,  it  will  hereafter  appear, 
is  every  where  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  capital  ftock  which 
is  employed  in  fetting  them  to 
work,  and  to  the  particular  way 
in  which  it  is  fo  employed.  The 
Second  Book,  therefore,  treats  of 
the  nature  of  capital  ftock,  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  gradually 
accumulated,  and  of  the  different 
quantities  of  labour  which  it  puts 
into  motion,  according  to  the  dif- 
rent  ways  jn  which  it  is  em¬ 
ployed. 

**  Nations  tolerably  well  ad¬ 
vanced  as  to  jfkiil,  dexterity,  and 
judgment,  in  the  application  of 
labour,  have  followed  very  differ¬ 
ent  plans  in  the  general  condud 
or  diredion  of  it ;  and  thofe  plans 
have  not  all  been  equally  favoura¬ 
ble  to  the  greatnefs  of  its  produce. 
The  policy  of  fome  nations  has 
given  extraordinary  encouragement 
to  the  induftry  of  the  country  j  that 
of  others  to  the  induftry  of  towns. 
Scarce  any  nation  has  dealt  equally 

and 
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and  Impartially  with  every  fort  of 
indullry.  Since  the  downfal  of 
the  Roman  empire,  the  policy  of 
Europe  has  been  more  favourable 
to  arts,  manufadtures  and  com¬ 
merce,  the  induftry  of  towns ; 
than  to  agriculture,  the  indullry 
of  the  country.  The  circumftances 
which  feem  to  have  introduced  and 
eftablifhed  this  policy  are  explained 
in  the  Third  Book. 

“  Though  thofe  different  plans 
were,  perhaps,  firll  introduced  by 
the  private  interells  and  prejudices 
of  particular  orders  of  men,  with¬ 
out  any  regard  to,  or  forelight  of, 
their  confequences  upon  the  gene¬ 
ral  welfare  of  the  fociety  ;  yet  they 
have  given  occalion  to  very  differ¬ 
ent  theories  of  political  ceconomy  ; 
of  which  fome  magnify  the  im¬ 
portance  of  that  induftry  which  is 
carried  on  in  towns,  others  of  that 
which  is  carried  on  in  the  country, 
Thofe  theories  have  had  a  conlider- 
able  influence,  not  only  upon  the 
opinions  of  men  of  learning,  but 
upon  the  public  condudl  of  princes 
and  fovereign  Hates.  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured,  in  the  Fourth  Book, 
to  explain,  as  fully  and  diftindlly 
as  I  can,  thofe  diflerent  theories, 
and  the  principal  elFedls  which 
they  have  produced  indifferent  ages 
and  nations. 

“  In  what  has  confifted  the  re¬ 
venue  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  or  what  is  the  nature  of 
thofe  funds  which,  in  different 
ages  and  nations,  have  fupplied 
their  annual  confumption,  is  treat¬ 
ed  of  in  thefe  four  firll  Books.  The 
Fifth  and  lafl  Book  treats  of  the 
revenue  of  the  fovereign,  or  com¬ 
monwealth.  In  this  Book  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fliow ;  firfl,  what 
are  the  necqffary  expences  of  the 
fovereign, orcommonwealth ;  which 


of  thofe  expences  ought  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  general  contribu¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  fociety ;  and  ' 
which  of  them,  by  that  of  fome 
particular  part  only,  or  of  fome 
particular  members  of  the  fociety  : 
fecondly,  what  are  the  different 
methods  in  which  the  whole  fociety 
may  be  made  to  contribute  to¬ 
wards  defraying  the  expences  in¬ 
cumbent  on  the  whole  fociety, 
and  what  are  the  principal  advan¬ 
tages  and  inconveniences  of  each 
of  thofe  methods :  and,  thirdly 
and  laflly,  what  are  the  reafons 
and  caufes  which  have  induced 
almoll  all  modern  governments  to 
mortgage  fome  part  of  this  revenue, 
or  to  contrail  debts,  and  what  have 
been  the  effefts  of  thofe  debts  upoa 
the  real  wealth,  the  annual  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  land  and  labour  of  the 
fociety.’* 


^he  Hijiory  of  the  Reign  of  Philip 
the  Second t  King  of  Spain.  By 
Robert  VVatfon,  t,L^D»  2  we/x. 
quarto, 

WHATEVER  preference 
may,  in  other  refpefts,  be 
given  to  former  times,  the  pre- 
fent  age,  it  mull  be  allowed,  has 
retrieved  our  country  from  the  re¬ 
proach  it  lay  under,  of  a  deficiency 
of  good  hiflorians.  Mr.  Watfon 
has  increafed  the  number  of  good’ 
writers  in  this  line.  He  has  chofen 
a  period,  that  mull  ever  be  inter- 
eding,  whilfl  religious  and  civil 
liberty  hold  their  natural  and  pro¬ 
per  eftimation. 

There  cannot  perhaps  be  found 
in  hiftory,  a  ftory  of  more  in  fir  ac¬ 
tion  to  thofe  who  govern  mankind, 
if  inftrudlion  were,  as  people  ima¬ 
gine  it,  the  certain  confequence  of 
R  2  example. 
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example.  But  the  fame  paffions 
and  prejudices  feem  to  govern 
human  adiions  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tions,  through  all  ages,  and  in  all 
countries. 

Men  do  not  view  the  fcene,  in 
which  they  tliemfelvies  are  the 
adlors,  with  the  fame  cool  eye  of 
impartiality,  with  which  they  judge 
of  the  conduft  of  thofe  who  have 
trod  the  ftage  before  them ;  or, 
they  flatter  themfelves  that  they 
fhali  condudl  themfelves  with 
more  prudence  and  difcretion  in 
^he  fame  coarfe,  which  has  brought 
on  the  ruin  of  others ;  or,  attribut- 
ing  a  great  deal  to  chance,  they 
trull  that  they  lhall  have  better  for¬ 
tune  than  thofe  whofailed  in  fimilar 
attempts  before  them  ;  or,  which 
is,  we  fear,  molt  probable,  they 
think  little  of  what  has  been  done 
before,  and  indulging  themfelves  in 
thehopes  of  obtaining  the  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  theobjedi  they  are  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  in  purfuit  of,  they  precipitate 
themfelves  into  a£lion,  and  leave 
it  to  their  pofterity  to  exercife  the 
fiime  difcernment  on  their  conduft, 
which  they  very  unprofitably  find 
no  difficulty  in  paffirsgon  the  paffions 
and  millakes  of  the  times  that  went 
before  them.  But  if  w'e  are  oblig¬ 
ed  reluftancly  to  admit,  that  hif- 
tory  does  not  convey  that  fure  in- 
flru^lion  and  w^arning,  which  a 
plcafing  theory  might  make  us 
hope  it  did,  we  mull  at  leak  allow, 
that  the  labours  of  the  hillorian 
are  not  wailed.  The  mind  full  of 
energy,  as  well  as  refiedtion,  de¬ 
lights  in  the  conteroplation  of 
adive  life. 

The  reprefentation  of  real  tran- 
fadions  in  the  great  and  bu fy 
feenes  of  the  world,  certainly  make 
a  deeper  and  more  aft'tding  im- 


preffion,  than  the  moil  lively  exer^ 
tions  of  fancy  and  imagination  can 
imprefs,  or  the  conflderation  of 
merely  fpeculative  truth  can  fur- 
nilh. 

Hifeory  is  naturally  of  a  more 
grave  and  fober  call  than  poetry 
or  romance  ;  but  the  hillorian,  who 
is  worthy  of  that  name,  v/ill  And 
means  even  toindulgehis  fancy  and 
imagination,  as  well,  though  not 
as  wantonly,  as  the  poet ;  and  the 
real  tranfadions  of  man  are  of  fo 

'  .•  f 

flrange  and  furpriilng  a  nature, 
that  the  romance-writer  will  envy 
the  hillorian  the  inftances  of  the 
marvellous  that  offier  themfelves  in 
the  relation  of  true  hikory.  The 
fiege  of  Malta,  which  we  fhali 
make  our  extrad  from  Dr.  Wat-, 
fon’s  hikory,  is  of  that  kind.  The 
reader  will  find  our  author  animat¬ 
ed  with  the  fubjed;  he  gives  the 
kory  with  ail  the  warmth  and  fpi- 
rit  that  fo  great,  fo  wonderful,  fo 
gallant  a  condud  as  that  fuccefsful 
defence  of  Malta  could  excite. 

But  if  the  gallantry  of  the 
knights  of  Malta  commands  our 
veneration  ;  wq  muk,  in  the  fame 
proportion,  contemn  and  abhor 
the  little  noliticks,  not  lefs  un- 

A 

wife  than  bale,  of  Philip,  wffiq 
rilked  the  lofs  of  that  place,  of  fuch 
infinite  confequence  to  himfelf, 
and  to  the  chrikian  caufe,  which 
he  affeded  to  make  the  objed  of 
his  reign.  Jt  is  no  lefs  wonderful 
than  lamentable,  to  coniider  the 
charader  of  Philip,  whofe  reign  is 
the  fubjed  of  this  hikory,  and 
W'hofe  difpofition  gave  rife  to  ma¬ 
ny  important  events.  Ungrateful 
to  the  mok  indulgent  and  fondek 
of  fathers,  and  the  murderer  of 
his  own  fon,  without  one  amiable 
quality  to  recommend  him  to  the 

love 
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JovP  or  refpeft  of  the  world  ;  of  a 
fecludcd  life,  abforbed  in  the  one 
chymerical  idea  of  raifing  his  own 
perfonal  authority,  and  making  it 
the  unenviable  merit  of  his  reign, 
that  he  would  rather  forego  the 
government  of  his  rubjeds,than  not 
force  them  to  worlhip  their  God  in 
the  forms  and  manner  he  had  him- 
felf  been  brought  up  ;  if  there  is 
any  merit  in  this,  and  that  oblH- 
nacy  in  fuch  ideas  and  fuch  pitr- 
fuits  is  a  virtue,  Philip  has  a 
claim  to  one  virtue.  He  actually 
did  forego  his  government,  fooner 
than  indulge  liberty  of  confcience  ; 
and  the  whole  ufe  he  made  of  that 
vail  force  by  which  his  father  had 
nearly  attained  univerfal  monar¬ 
chy,  was  to  lelTen  that  empire, 
and  to  leave  a  lading  debility  in 
the  power  which  he  had  abufed. 

The  .world  has  been  in  a  prac¬ 
tice  of  admiring  this  prince  as  a 
great  politician  ;  we  confefs  our- 
felves  at  a  lofs  to  judify  this  opi¬ 
nion  ;  vve  can  fee  no  depth  or  ex¬ 
tent  of  mind,  that  can  rank  him 
among  the  able  datefmen  ;  his  vad 
power  enabled  him  to  continue  his 
ill-judged  purfuits ;  and  this  ob- 
ftinacy  has  been  dignified  with  the 
name  of  firmnefs. 

Mr.  Watfon  has  chofen  his  Tub- 
jeft  well,  and  managed  it  with 
great  ability  ;  his  dyle  is  clear  and 
unaffected,  and  his  obfervations  in 
general  profound,  and  fuch  as 
tend  to  lead  his  reader  into  jud 
and  reaibnableconremplations  upon 
the  matter  he  relates. 

The  following  is  the  extract  from 
this  work. 

“  At  length  the  Turkilh  deet, 
having  left  Condantinople  in  the 
end  of  March,  arrived  in  fight  of 
Malta  about  the  middle  of  May; 
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confiding  of  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  fail,  and  having  on  board, 
befides  a  great  number  of  chrif- 
lian  flaves,  defigned  to  ferve  as 
pioneers,  above  forty  thoufand 
land  forces,  compofed  chiefly  of 
JanifTaries  and  Spahis,  the  braved 
foldiers  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 
This  formidable  army  landed  at 
fome  didance  from  II  Borgo,  and 
foon  afterwards  fpread  themfelves 
over  the  country  ;  fetting  fire  to 
the  villages,  putting  the  peafants 
to  the  fword,  and  carrying  off 
fuch  of  the  cattle  as,  notwith.. 
danding  the  orders  of  the  grand- 
mader,  had  not  been  fecured  with¬ 
in  the  forts  and  towns.  ' 

“  While  the  Turks  were  thus 
employed.  La  Valette  [the  grand- 
maderj  fent  out  de  Copier,  mardial 
of  the  order,  with  two  hundred 
horfe  and  fix  hundred  foot,  to 
watch  their  motions.  De  Copier, 
an  officer  of  great  experience,  exe¬ 
cuted  his  commiffion  with  fo  much 
prudence  and  vigour,  that  by  fal¬ 
ling  unexpedledly  on  detached  par¬ 
ties,  he  cut  off  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  of  the  Turks,  with  the 
lofs  of  only  about  eighty  men. — 

“  The  Turkifli  general  held  a 
council  of  war  as  foon  as  all  his 
troops  were  landed,  to  affid  him 
in  refolving  where  he  ffiould  begin 
his  attack  Piali,  agreeably  to 
what  he  underdood  to  have  been 
the  Sultan’s  indruftions,  wak  of 
opinion  that  they  ought  not  to  en¬ 
ter  upon  adion  till  Dragut  ffiould 
arrive.  But  Mudapha  having 
received  information  of  the  kinp'  of 
Spain’s  preparations,  thought  that 
fomething  mud  be  done  indanclv 
for  the  fecu’-ity  of  the  fleet  ;  which 
lay  at  prefenc  in  a  creek  where  it 
was  expofed  to  the  violence  of  the 
R  3  cad; 
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eaft  wind,  and  might  be  attacked 
with  great  advantage  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  On  this  account  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  they  fhould  im¬ 
mediately  lay  liege  to  a  fort  called 
St.  Elmo,  which  Hood  on  a  neck 
of  land  near  II  Borgo,  having  the 
principal  harbour  on  one  fide  of 
it,  and  on  the  other  another  har¬ 
bour  large  enough  to  contain  the 
whole  fleet  in  fafety.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  approved  by  a  majority 
of  the  council,  and  Muflapha  pro¬ 
ceeded  without  delay  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  He  vainly  ex- 
peded  that  he  would  be  able  to 
reduce  the  fort  in  a  few  days.— — 
La  Valette  did  not  exped 
that  a  place  which  was  neither 
itrong,  nor  large  enough  to  admit 
a  numerous  garrifon,  could  be 
defended  long,  againit  fo  great  a 
force  as  was  employed  to  reduce 
it ;  but  he  thought  it  neceflary 
that  the  fiege  of  this  fort  Ihould 
be  prolonged  as  much  as  poflible, 
in  order  to  give  the  viceroy  of 
Sicily  time  to  come  to  his  relief. 
With  this  view  he  refolved  to 
throw  himfelf  into  St.  Elmo  with 
a  feled  body  of  troops  ;  and  he 
was  preparing  to  fet  out  when  the 
whole  body  oT knights  remonftrat- 
ed  with  fuch  earneft  importunity 
againfl;  his  leaving  the  town,  that 
he  at  lail  confented  to  fuffer  the 
reinforcement  which  he  had  pre¬ 
pared,  to  be  conduced  to  the  fort 
by  a  knight  called  De  Medran, 
upon  whofe  conduft  and  intrepidi¬ 
ty  he  could  rely  with  the  molt  af- 
fured  confidence. 

‘‘  Not  long  after  De  Medran’s 
arrival  in  the  fort,  the  garrifon 
made  a  vigorous  Tally,  in  which 
they  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
intrenchments,  and  put  a  number 
of  them  to  the  fword.  But  the 
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reft  foon  recovered  from  their 
furprife,  and  having  returned  to 
the  charge,  they  compelled  the 
Chriftians  to  retire.  In  this  ren¬ 
counter,  the  vigorous  efforts  of 
the  Janiffaries  were  favoured  by 
the  wind,  which  blew  the  fmoke 
of  the  guns  upon  the  fort,  and  co¬ 
vered  the  befieged  with  a  thick 
clojud,  through  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  difcern  the  operations  of 
the  enemy.  This  incident  the 
Turks  had  the  prefence  of  mind 
to  improve  to  great  advantage. 
They  feized,  unperceived,  upon 
the  counterfcarp,  made  a  lodge¬ 
ment  there  with  beams,  vvoolfacks, 
and  gabions ;  and  raifed  a  bat¬ 
tery  upon  it  with  incredible  ex¬ 
pedition.  After  the  fmoke  was 
difperfed,  the  befieged  beheld 
what  had  been  done  with  much 
I  aftonilhment ;  and  they  were  the 
more  difquieted,  as  the  fortifica¬ 
tion  which  the  Turks  had  raifed 
upon  the  counterfcarp  overtopped 
a  ravelin  which  lay  near  it,  in 
which  the  befieged  could  no  longer 
appear  with  fafety.  They  refolv¬ 
ed  however  to  defend  this  ravelin 
as  long  as  poftible,  whatever  it 
Ihould  coft  them. 

“  In  the  mean  time  Dragut  and 
another  noted  corfair  called  Ulu- 
chiali  arrived  with  twenty  gallies, 
having,  befides  Haves  and  Tea¬ 
men,  tw'O  thoufand  five  hundred 
troops  on  board.  This  reinforce¬ 
ment  and  the  prefence  of  Dra¬ 
gut,  added  freih  vigour  to  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  fiege.  This  gallant 
corfair  expofed  himfelf  on  all  oc- 
cafions  with  the  ulmoft  intrepidity 
fpcnt  whole  days  in  the  trenches 
and  as,  befides  his  other  extraor¬ 
dinary  talents,  he  was  particular¬ 
ly  Ikilful  in  the  management  of 
artillery,  he  caufed  Tome  new  bat¬ 
teries 
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tferles  to  be  raifed  in  more  advan¬ 
tageous  fituations  than  had  hitherto 
been  made  choice  of ;  and  kept  up 
a  continual  fire  both  upon  the  ra¬ 
velin  above  mentioned,  and  a  ca¬ 
valier  that  covered  the  fort,  and 
was  one  of  its  principal  defences. 

“  This  cavalier  foon  became  the 
only  defence  which  could  prevent 
the  befiegers  from  coming  up  to 
the  very  foot  of  the  walls.  Some 
Turkifb  engineers  having  ap¬ 
proached  the  ravelin  at  day-break, 
to  examine  the  effeds  of  their  ar¬ 
tillery,  they  obferved  a  gun-port 
fo  low,  that  one  of  them,  when 
mounted  on  the  fhoulders  of  ano¬ 
ther,  looked  into  it,  and  faw  the 
chrilHan  foldiers  lying  on  the 
ground  afleep.  Of  this  they  gave 
immediate  information  to  the 
troops ;  who,  advancing  as  quickly 
and  filentiy  as  poffible,  and  clap¬ 
ping  ladders  to  the  gun-hole,  got 
up  into  the  ravelin,  and  cut  moll 
of  the  chriftians  to  pieces. 

Between  this  ravelin  and  the 
cavalier  lay  the  ditch,  over  which 
the  befieged  had  thrown  a  tempo¬ 
rary  bridge  of  planks,  leading  up 
to  the  cavalier.  '^The  Turks  per¬ 
ceiving  this,  leapt  inftantly  upon 
the  bridge,  and  attempted  to  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  cavalier, 
as  they  had  already  done  of  the 
ravelin.  But  the  garrifon  was 
now  alarmed ;  the  braved  of  the 
knights  hallened  from  different 
quarters  to  the  poll  of  danger  ; 
and,  after  an  obilinace  engage¬ 
ment,  they  compelled  the  urks 
to  retire  into  the  ravelin.  There 
cblerving  another  way  of  reaching 
the  cavalier,  by  a  path  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ditch,  they  threw 
themfelves  down  without  dread  or 
hefitation  ;  and  having  afcendcd 
by  this  path  to  the  other  fide. 
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they  renewed  their  attack  with 
greater  fury  than  ever.  The  com¬ 
bat  laded  from  fun-rife  till  noon, 
when  the  invincible  bravery  of  the 
garrifon  proved  at  lad  vidlorious. 
About  twenty  knights  and  a  hun¬ 
dred  foldiers  were  killed,  and  near 
three  thoufand  of  the  enemy. 

As  the  ravelin  was  open  on 
the  lide  towards  the  fort,  the  be¬ 
fieged  pointed  fome  cannon  againfl 
it,  and  made  great  havoc  among 
the  infidels.  But  Muftapha,  fen- 
fible  of  the  value  of  the  acquifition 
which  he  had  made,  poured  in 
frefli  foldiers  without  number ; 
and  the  pioneers  coming  forward 
with  wool-facks,  plank^  and  ga¬ 
bions,  put  the  troops  at  length  in 
fafety,  and  made  a  lodgment  in 
the  ravelin,  of  which  the  garri¬ 
fon  were  never  able  to  dlfpofTefs 
them. 

“  The  grand-mader’s  concern 
on  account  of  this  difader  W'as 
greatly  augmented,  by  confidering 
that  it  could  not  have  happened  fa 
foon,  without  fome  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  garrifon.  He  fent 
them  however  an  immediate  rein¬ 
forcement  ;  and  both  the  fiege  and 
the  defence  were  carried  on  with 
the  fame  vigour  as  before. 

But  the  fituation  of  the  be¬ 
fieged  was  now  become  much  more 
dangerous  than  formerly.  The 
Turks  applied  themfelves  with 
unremitting  diligence  to  heighten 
the  ravelin  till  it  overtopt  the  wall 
of  the  fort ;  and  after  thi^,  the 
garrifon  could  no  longer  appear 
upon  the  parapet  with  fafety. 
Many  were  killed  by  the  enemy’s 
artillery.  Several  breaches  were 
made  in  different  parts  of  the 
Wall,  and  the  hearts  of  the  brav¬ 
ed  knights  began  to  fail  within, 
them. — - 
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They  agreed  therefore,  though 
with  much  reluftance,  to  apply 
to  the  grand-mafier  for  liberty  to 
quit  the  fort;  and  they  made 
choice  of  the  chevalier  de  Medran 
for  their  meffenger.  De  Medran 
reprefented  that  the  fort  was  in 
reality  no  longer  tenable,  and  that 
to  continue  in  it,  though  only 
a  few  days,  would  infallibly  oc- 
cafion  the  utter  dedrudlion  of  the 
garrifon. - — 

**  Mod  of  the  knights  in  coun¬ 
cil  thought  that  this  requeft  of  the 
garrifon  ought  to  be  immediately 
granted.  But  la  Valette  was  of  a 
contrary  opinion.— — This  he  re¬ 
prefented  to  the  chevalier  de  Me¬ 
dran,  and  fent  him  back  with  in- 
Uruclions  to  remind  the  knights  of 
the  vow  which  they  took  at  their 
entrance  into  the  Order,  of  facri- 
iicing  their  lives  for  its  defence. 
He  iikewife  bade  him  affure  them, 
in  his  name,  that  he  would  not 
fail  to  fend  them  fuch  reinforce¬ 
ments  as  they  ihould  dand  in  need 
of,  and  w^as  determined,  as  foon 
as  it  fliould  be  necedary,  to  come 
himfelf  to  their  adidance,  with  a 
fixed  unalterable  purpofe  to  lay 
down  his  life,  fooner  than  deliver 
the  fort  into  the  hands,  of  the  in¬ 
fidels. 

**  This  anfwer  had  the  defired 
efFedt  on  feveral  of  the  knights,  and 
particularly  on  thofe  whofe  princi¬ 
ples  of  honour  and  attachment  to 
the  Order  were  condniied  by  y^ars. 
But  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
much  diffadsfied.  They  thought 
the  grand-mader’s  treatment^  of 
them  harfh  and  cruel,  and  wrote 
him  a  letter,  fubfcribed  by  fifty- 
three,  in  which,  after  repeating 
their  former  requed,  they  informed 
him,  that  if  he  did ;  not,  on  the 
next  night,  fend  boats  to  carry 


them  to  the  town,  they  were  de¬ 
termined  to  Tally  out  into  the 
Turkifti  camp,  where  they  might 
fall  honourably  by  the.  fwordj  in¬ 
dead  of  fufFering  fuch  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  death  as  they  had  reafon  to 
expedl,  if  the  fort  were  taken  by 
dorm. 

“  To  this  letter  la  Valette  re¬ 
plied,  “  That  they  were  much 
midaken,  if  they  expedted  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  honour  by  throwing  away 
their  lives ;  dnce  it  was  no  lefs  their 
duty  to  fubmit  to  his  authority, 
than  to  facrifice  their  lives  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  Order :  that  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  whole  depended 
on  their  prefent  obedience  to  his 
commands :  that  no  aid  was  to  be 
expedled  from  Spain,  if  the  fort 
were  given  up  ;  and  that,  if  he 
fhould  yield  to  their  requed,  and 
bring  them  to  the  town,  the  town 
itfelf  would  then  be  immediately 
inveded,  and  they,  as  well  as  the 
red,  foon  afterwards  reduced  to  a 
dtuation  more  defperate  than  that 
from  which  they  were  fo  folicitous 
to  efcape,  by  deferting  an  import¬ 
ant  dation  which  they  had  under¬ 
taken  to  defend.’*  Befides  this 
letter,  he  fent  three  commifFion- 
ers  to  examine  the  date  of  the 
fortifications ;  intending  by  this 
meafure  either  to  gain  time,  or  to 
prevent  the  garrifon  from  finking 
into  defpair. 

Thefe  commiffioners  differed 
widely  in  the  accounts  which  they 
delivered  at  their  return.  Two  of 
them  thought  it  impofiible  to  de¬ 
fend  the  fort  much  longer.  But 
the  third,  named  Condantine  Caf- 
triot,  a  Greek  prince,  defcended 
from  the  famous  Albanian  hero, 
Scanderbeg,  whether  from  igno¬ 
rance,  or  a  confcioufnefs  of  greater 
refources  in  his  native  courage  than 
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the  other  two  poiTefTcd,  maintained 
that  the  garrifon  was  far  from 
being  reduced  to  the  laft  extremi¬ 
ty  ;  and  to  give  proof  how  firmly 
he  was  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  faid,  he  offered  to  enter 
the  fort  himfelf,  and  to  undertake, 
the  defence  of  it  with  fuch  troops 
as  fliould  be  voiding  to  accompany 
him. 

”  The  grand-mafter,  ftrongly 
impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  protrafting  the  fiege,  im¬ 
mediately  accepted  this  offer,  and 
beflowed  the  hip-heft  encomiums 

o 

on  Caftriot’s  zeal  and  refolution. 
Nor  did  Caftriot  find  any  difficulty 
in  perfuading  a  fufficient  number 
to  attend  him,  who  were  no  lefs 
zealous  and  refolute  than  him- 
felf.  The  foldiers  crowded  to  his 
llandard,  and  were  emulous  to  have 
their  names  enrolled  for  that  dan¬ 
gerous  fcrvice  in  which  he  had  en¬ 
gaged. 

“  When  la  Valette  favv  the  fpi- 
rit  by  which  thefe  men  were  ani¬ 
mated,  and  had  no  longer  any 
doubt  of  being  able,  by  their 
means,  to  prolong  the  fiege  of  the 
fort,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  knights, 
acquainting  them,  that  he  was 
now  willing  to  give  them  their 
difeharge  ;  and  would  immediate¬ 
ly  fend  another  garrifon,  into  whofe 
hands,  he  defired,  they  fhould  be 
ready  to  deliver  up  the  fort,  and 
come  themfelves  to  the  town,  in  the 
boats  in  which  their  fncceffors  were 
to  be  tranfported. - 

“  The  contents  and  ftyle  of  this 
letter  affefled  the  knights  in  the 
moft  fenfible  manner,  and  roufed 
within  them  that  delicate  fenfe  of 
honour,  by  which  the  Order  had 
been  fo  long  and  fo  eminently 

diftinguiffied. - They  refolved 
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fort  till  every  man  fhould  perifh, 
rather  than  either  deliver  it  to  the 
new  garrifon,  or  abandon  it  to 
the  enemy.  And  they  went  in  a 
body  to  the  governor,  and  in- 
treated  him  to  inform  the  grand- 
mafter  of  their  repentance,  and  to 
join  with  them  in  praying  that  they 
might  be  fuffered  to  wipe  out  the 
remembrance  of  their  fault  by  their 

future  condinft. - 

The  grand-mafter  fuffered 
himfelf  at  laft  to  be  overcome  ; 
and  henceforth  the  garrifon,  dif- 
miffing  all  thoughts  of  their  own 
fafety,  were  intent  on  nothing  but 
how  to  prolong  the  defence. 

**  The  fjrand-mafter  fent  them 
every  night  frefti  troops,  to  fupply 
the  place  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  ;  and  kept  them  well-furni&ed 
with  provifions,  ammunition,  and 
fire-works.  Of  thefe  laft  he  had 
invented  a  particular  kind,  which, 
confifted  of  hoops  of  wood,  covered 
with  wool,  and  fteeped  in  boiling 
oil,  and  other  inflammable  liquors, 
mixed  with  nitre  and  gunpowder. 
To  thefe  machines  they  fet  £r€g 
and  threw  them  flaming  in  the 
midft  of  the  enemy,  when  they 
were  crouded  together  at  an  af- 
fault.  It  happened  often  that  two 
or  three  of  the  Turks  were  hook¬ 
ed  together  and  fcorched  to  death  ; 
and  the  utmoft  confuflon  was 
produced  wherever  they  were 
thrown. 

“  The  befieged  flood  much  in 
need  of  this,  and  every  other  in- 
ftrument  of  mifehief,  that  could 
be  devifed  for  their  defence.  Jn 
fpice  of  the  moft  vigorous  oppofi- 
tion,  the  Turks  had  call  a  bridge 
over  the  ditch,  and  begun  to  lap 
and  undermine  the  wall.  From 
the  17th  of  June  to  the  14th  of 
July,  not  a  fingie  day  palled  without 
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Ibme  rencounter  5  and  Muftapha 
had  frequently  attempted  to  fcale 
the  wail  of  the  fort,  but  had  been 
as  often  repulfed  with  the  lofs 
of  fome  of  the  bra  veil  of  his 
troops. 

Afhamed  at  having  been  de¬ 
tained  fo  long  before  a  place  of 
fuch  inconfiderable  Hrength,  he 
refolved  to  make  one  great  deci- 
iive  effort,  and  to  bring  to  the  af- 
fault  as  many  of  his  forces  as 
the  htuation  of  the  place  would 
permit  him  to  employ.  He  had 
already  made  feveral  breaches ; 
but  in  order  to  fecure  the  fuccefs 
of  the  afl'ault  which  he  now  in¬ 
tended,  he  kept  his  batteries  play¬ 
ing  all  the  15th  without  intermif- 
fion,  till  the  wall  on  that  fide  where 
he  defigned  his  attack  was  aimoll 
level  with  the  rock.  On  the  16th 
the  fleet  was  drawn  up  before  fun- 
rife  as  near  the  fort  as  the  depth 
of  the  water  would  allow ;  four 
thoufand  mulketeers  and  archers 
were  flationed  in  the  trenches  ; 
and  the  reft  of  the  troops,  upon 
a  fignai  given,  advanced  to  the 
breach.  The  garrifon  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  them.  The  breach 
was  lined  with  feveral  ranks  of  fol- 
diers,  having  the  knights  inter- 
fperfed  among  them  at  certain 
diflances.  The  Turks  attempted 
often  to  break  through  this  de¬ 
termined  band,  and  to  overpower 
them  with  their  numbers.  But 
their  numbers  ferved  only  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  lofs  which  they  fuftain- 
edz  Every  Ihot  from  the  fort  did 
execution.  The  artillery  made 
dreadful  havock  among  them,  and 
the  burning  hoops  were  employed 
with  aftonilhing  fuccefs.  The  no¬ 
velty  of  thefe  machines,  and  the 
Ihrieks  of  tbofe  who  were  caught 
im  them,  added  greatly  to  the  ter¬ 


ror  which  they  infpired,  and  madci 
it  impolTible  for  the  Turkilh  officers 
to  keep  their  men  firm  and  fteady 
in  purfuing  the  advantages  which, 
had  they  preferved  their  ranks^ 
their  numbers  muft  have  infallibly 
acquired. 

“  At  length  Muftapha,  after 
having  continued  the  aflault  for 
more  than  fix  hours,  without  gain¬ 
ing  a  fingle  inch  of  ground  on  the 
befieged,  gave  orders  for  founding 
a  retreat. 

In  this  attack  the  garrifon 
loft  about  twenty  knights  and  three 
hundred  foldiers  ;  but  this  lofs 
was  immediately  fupplied  by  a 
reinforcement  from  the  town  :  and 
Muftapha  was  at  laft  convinced, 
that,  unlefs  the  communication 
between  the  fort  and  the  town  were 
cut  off,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
bring  the  fiege  of  the  former  to  a 
period,  while  any  troops  remained 
in  any  other  part  of  the  ifland. 
By  the  advice  of  Dragut  he  re¬ 
folved  to  extend  his  trenches  and 
batteries,  on  the  fide  next  to  the 
town,  till  they  fhould  reach  to 
that  part  of  the  fea,  or  great  har¬ 
bour,  where  thofe  fupplies  were 
landed  which  the  grand-mafler 
daily  fent  to  the  garrifon.  This 
undertaking,  he  knew,  muft  be 
attended  with  the  utmoft  diffi¬ 
culty,  becaufe  all  the  fpace  be¬ 
tween  his  entrenchments  and  the 
point  to  which  it  was  neceflary  to 
extend  them,  lay  expofed  to  the 
artillery  both  of  fort  St.  Elmo 
and  St.  Angelo.  In  viewing  the 
ground,  a  Sangiac,  in  whom  he 
put  confidence,  was  killed  by  his 
fide;  and,  which  was  ftili  a  more 
irreparable  lofs,  Dragut  received 
a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  died 
in  a  few  days.  This  did  not  how¬ 
ever  difeourage  Muftapha  from 
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purfuing  his  defign.  By  employ¬ 
ing  his  troops  and  pioneers  at  the 
work  day  and  night  without  in- 
termiffion,  he  at  length  carried  it 
into  execution.  Then  having 
planted  batteries  along  the  Ihore, 
and  filled  his  trenches  with  mulke- 
teers,  it  was  impoffible  for  any 
boa%|to  pafs  from  the  town  to  the 
fort,  without  the  moll  imminent 
either  being  funk  or 

“  After  this  precaution,  he  re- 
fumed  with  frelh  vigour  his  at¬ 
tempt  to  take  the  fort  by  ftorm. 
On  the  twenty-firfl-,  he  made  four 
different  aflaults ;  all 'of  which  the 
garrifon  withftood,  and,  in  re- 
pulfing  fo  many  thoufand  brave 
and  well-difciplined  troops,  dif- 
played  a  degree  of  prowefs  and 
fortitude  which  almoft  exceeds  be¬ 
lief,  and  is  beyond  the  power  of 
defeription.  But  this  heroic  gar- 
rifon  was  now  exceedingly  reduc¬ 
ed  in  number ;  and  there  was  the 
flrongeft  reafon  to  apprehend,  that, 
in  one  affault  more,  they  mull:  in¬ 
evitably  be  overpowered,  unlefs  a 
reinforcement  were  fent  them  from 
the  town.  Of  their  defperate  fitu- 
ation  they  gave  intelligence  to  the 
grand-mafter,  by  one  who  fwam 
acrofs  the  harbour  in  the  night. 
The  boats  were  inhantly  filled  with 
knights  and  other  foldiers,  who 
generoufly  refolved  to  devote  them- 
felves  to  certain  deftruftion,  for  the 
general  fafety,  and  the  prelerva- 
tion  of  the  fort.  They  fet  off 
from  the  town  with  as  much  ala¬ 
crity  as  if  they  had  entertained  the 
moll  fanguine  hope  of  victory ; 
but  they  found  the  7’urks  every 
where  fo  much  upon  their  guard, 
and  the  lines  fo  flrongly  de¬ 
fended,  that,  after  feveral  fruitlefs 
attempts  to  land,  they  were  at  iaft 


danger  of 
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obliged  to  return,  deprelTed  with 
forrow  for  the  fate  of  their  brave 
companions. 

“  The  garrifon  now  defpairing 
of  relief,  gave  themfelves  up  for 
loft  ;  but  inftead  of  either  capitu¬ 
lating  or  attempting  to  efcape, 
they  prepared  for  death,  and  paf- 
fed  the  night  in  prayer,  and  in 
receiving  the  facrament ;  after 
which,  they  embraced  one  another 
tenderly,  and  then  repaired  to 
their  refpedtive  polls ;  while  fuch 
of  the  wounded  as  had  been  dif- 
abled  from  walking  were,  at 
their  own  earneft  delire,  carried 
to  the  fide  of  the  breach,  where 
they  waited,  without  difmay,  for 
the  approach  of  the  T urkifh  army* 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
twenty- third  of  July,  the  Turks 
advanced  to  the  aft’ault,  with  loud 
lliouts,  as  to  certain  viflory,  which 
they  believed  fo  fmall  a  handful  of 
men  as  now  remained  in  the  fort 
would  not  dare  to  difpute  with 
them.  In  this  expectation  they 
were  difappointed.  The  garrifon 
being  refolved  on  death,  and  def- 
piling  danger,  were  more  than 
men,  and  exerted  a  degree  of 
prowefs  and  valour  that  filled  their 
enemies  with  amazement.  The 
combat  lafted  upwards  of  four 
hours,  till  not  only  every  knight, 
but  every  foldier  had  fallen,  ex¬ 
cept  two  or  three  who  faved  them¬ 
felves  by  fwimming.  The  T urkilh 
colours  were  then  planted  on  the 
ramparts ;  and  the  fteet  entered  the 
harbour  which  the  fort  command¬ 
ed  in  a  kind  of  triumph.  When 
Muftapha  took  a  view  of  the  fort, 
and  examined  its  fize  and  fortifica¬ 
tions,  he  could  n  t  refrain  from 
faying,  “  What  will  not  the  fa¬ 
ther  coft  us,  (meaning  the-  to  n) 
when  the  fen  wnu  xs  io  irtiall.  tzn, 
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coft  To  many  thoufands  of  our 
braveft  troops.’’  But  this  reflec¬ 
tion,  far  from  exciting  his  admi¬ 
ration  of  that  heroic  fortitude 
which  he  had.  found  fo  difficult  to 
overcome,  ferved  only  to  infpire 
him  with  a  brutal  fury.  He  or¬ 
dered  all  fuch  of  the  garrifon  as 
were  found  lying  on  the  breach 
alive  to  be  ript  open,  _and  their 
hearts  torn  out.  And  as  an  in- 
fult  on  the  knights  and  their  reli¬ 
gion,  he  caufed  their  dead  bodies 
to  be  fearched  for,  and  large 
galhes  to  be  made  in  them,  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,  after  which  he  tied 
them  on  planks,  and  threw  them 
into  the  fea,  to  be  carried  by  the 
wind  and  tide  to  the  town,  or  fort 
St.  Angelo. 

The  grand-maker  was  at  hril 
melted  into  tears  at  this  fhocking 
fpe£lacle ;  but  his  grief  was  focn 
converted  into  indignation  and  re¬ 
venge:  and  thefe  padions  betray¬ 
ed  him  into  an  adlion  unworthy  of 
the  exalted  charadler  which  he 
bore.  In  order  to  teach  the  Bafha, 
as  he  pretended,  to  make  war 
with  lefs  barbarity,  he  caufed  all 
the  Turks  whom  he  had  taken  pri- 
foners  to  be  maffacred  ;  and  then 
putting  their  heads  into  his  larged; 
cannon,  he  fhot  them  into  the 
Turkifh  camp. 

In  the  liege  which  has  been 
related,  the  Order  loll  about  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  men,  in¬ 
cluding  one  hundred  and  thirty 

of  the  braved  knights.- - — 

“  Mudapha  vainly  imagined, 
that  being  intimidated  by  the 
fate  of  their  companions,  they 
would  be  now  inclined  to  liden  to 
terms  of  capitulation  ;  and  in  this 
hope  he  fent  an  officer  with  a 
white  flag  to  one  of  the  gates,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  chridian  flave,  defign* 


ed  to  ferve  for  his  interpreter.  Thd 
Turk  was  not  allowed  to  enter 
within  the  town  ;  but  the  chridian 
v/as  admitted,  and  was  led  through 
feveral  ranks  of  foldiers  under  arms 
by  an  officer,  who,  after  fhewing 
him  all  the  fortifications  of  the 
place,  defired  him  to  take  parti¬ 
cular  notice  of  the  depth  and 
breadth  of  the  ditch,  and  faid  to 
him,  See  there,  the  only  fpot  we 
can  afford  your  general ;  and  there 
we  hope  foon  to  bury  him  and  all 
his  JanifTariea.” 

This  infulting  fpeech  being 
reported  by  the  flave,  excited  in  the 
fiery  mind  of  the  Bafha  the  highed 
degree  of  wrath  and  indignation, 
and  made  him  refolve  to  exert 
himfelf  to  the  utmod  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  liege.  His  troops, 
though  greatly  diminifhed,  were 
dill  fufficient  toinved  at  once  both 
the  town  and  the  fort  of  St.  Mi¬ 
chael,  He  kept  a  condant  fire  on 
both  ;  but  he  intended  fird  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  redmdion  of  the  latter, 
which  he  propofed  to  attack  both 
by  land  and  water,  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  peninfula  on  which  it 
dands.  In  order  to  accomplifh 
this  defign,  it  was  neceffary  he 
fhould  have  fome  Ihipping  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  harbour,  for  tran- 
fporting  his  forces.  But  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour  having  been  render¬ 
ed  inacceffible  by  a  great  iron  chain, 
and  the  cannon  of  St.  Angelo,  his 
defign  mud  have  been  relinquilh- 
ed,  if  Piali  had  not  fuggeded  an 
expedient  againd  which  the  grand- 
mader  had  not  provided.  This 
was  to  make  the  chridian  flaves 
and  the  crews  of  the  fhips  draw  a 
number  of  boats,  by  the  drength 
of  their  arms,  over  the  neck  of 
land  on  which  dood  fort  St.  Elmo. 
Of  this  propofal,  which  Mudapha 
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immediately  adopted,  information^ 
was  carried  to  the  grand-mafter 
by  a  Turkifh  officer,  who,  being 
by  birth  a  Greek,  was  touched 
Suddenly  with  reinorfe,  and  de¬ 
ferred  to  the  chriftians.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  intelligence.  La 
Vallette  fet  a  p;reat  number  of  hands 
to  work  in  framing  a  flacado  along 
that  part  of  the  promontorry  where 
the  Turks  intended  their  attack; 
and  at  another  part,  where  the 
depth  of  the  water  or  the  hardnefs 
of  the  bottom  would  not  admit  of 
the  ftacado,  he  caufed  ilrong  in- 
trenchments  to  be  made  upon  the 
beach.  Muftapha  in  the  mean 
time  fired  incefiantly  upon  the  fort, 
while  the  Haves  and  crews  were 
curployed  in  tranfporting  the  boats 
over  land  into  the  harbour.  At 
leingth  the  Baffia,  judging  that  the 
number  of  boats  which  he  had 
tranfported  would  be  fufficient, 
and  that  the  breaches  which  his 
artillery  had  made  were  pradica- 
ble,  refolved  without  further  de¬ 
lay  to  make  an  attack  both  by  fea 
and  land.  He  was  the  more  con¬ 
fident  of  fuccefs,  as,  fince  the 
taking  of  St,  Elmo,  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  confiderable  reinforce¬ 
ment,  by  the  arrival  of  Hafcem, 
fon  of  Barbarofla,  with  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  feled  foldiers, 
commonly  called  the  Bravoes  of 
Algiers.  Hafcem,  who  pofTeffied 
a  confiderable  ffiare  of  his  father’s 
fire,  and  was  ambitious  to  diilin- 
guifli  himlelf  in  the  Sultan’s  fer- 
vice,  begged  of  Muflapha  to  in- 
trull:  him  with  the  alTault  of  fort 
St.  Michael  ;  and  vaunted,  with 
his  natural  arrogance,  that  he  would 
foon  make  himfelf  mailer  of  it 
fword  in  hand.  The  Balha,  whe¬ 
ther  from  an  opinion  of  his  valour, 
or  an  intention  to  make  him  learn 
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at  his  own  expence  the  folly  of  his 
prefumption,  readily  complied  with 
his  requell ;  and  having  added  fix 
thoufand  men  to  his  Algerines,  he 
promifed  to  fupport  him  with  the 
relt  of  his  army. 

Hafcem  divided  his  forces 
with  Candelilfa,  an  old  Corfair, 
his  lieutenant ;  to  whom  he  com¬ 
mitted  the  attack  by  fea,  whilil  he 
referved  that  on  the  land  fide  to 
himfelf. 

Candeliffa  having  put  his  ' 
troops  on  board  the  boats,  fet  out 
with  drums  beating,  and  hautboys 
and  other  mufical  inllruments  play- 
ing,  preceded  by  a  boat  filled  with 
Mahometan  prieits,  fome  of  whom 
were  employed  in  offering  prayers 
to  Heaven  for  his  fuccefs,  or  in 
finging  hymns  ;  while  others  had 
books  in  their  hands,  out  of  which 
they  read  imprecations  againll  the 
chriftians.  Candelifia  attempted 
firll  to  break  down  the  ftacado 
which  had  been  formed  to  obftruft 
his  landing  ;  but  finding  it  much 
ftronger  than  he  expeaed,and  that, 
wffiile  he  was  employed  in  demo- 
iilhing  it,  his  troops  mull  fuffer 
greatly  from  the  enemy’s  fire,  he 
thought  it  would  be  eafier  to  make 
a  defeent  on  that  part  of  the 
Ihore  which  the  grand-malier  had 
ftrengthened  with  intrenchments. 
At  this  important  poll,  the  chrif- 
tiaa  troops  were  commanded  by  an 
ancient  knight  of  the  name  of  Gui- 
ineran.  Thjs  experienced  officer 
referved  his  fire  till  the  Turks  had 
advanced  within  a  little  diftance 
of  the  ffiore,  when  by  a  fingle  dif- 
charge  he  killed  about  four  hun- 
dred  men.  This  did  not  prevent 
the  reft  from  approaching  Can- 
delilia  pulhed  forwards  while  the 
chriftians  were  loading  their  can¬ 
non,  and  landed  at  the  head  of  his 
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Algerines.  But  G uimeran  having 
referred  fome  cannon  charged 
with  grape-fhot,  did  dreadful  exe¬ 
cution  among  them  after  they  had 
landed,  and  many  of  them  began 
to  fly  to  their  boats ;  which  Can- 
delida  obferving,  he  commanded 
the  boats  to  be  put  off  to  a  little 
didance  from  the  fliore.  His  troops 
perceiving  then  that  they  mull  ei¬ 
ther  die  or  conquer,  took  courage 
from  defpair,  and  advanced  boldly 
to  the  intrenchment,  with  ladders 
for  fcaling  it  in  one  hand,  and  their 
fabres  in  the  other.  The  comba¬ 
tants  on  both  lides  difplayed  the 
mod  intrepid  valour.  Great  num¬ 
bers  fell,  and  the  ditch  was  choak* 
ed  with  blood,  and  with  the  bodies 
of  the  dead  and  wounded.  The 
Turks  at  lad,  after  an  engage¬ 
ment  of  five  hours,  reached  the  top 
of  the  intrenchment,  and  there 
planted  their  enfigns.  The  knights, 
dung  with  fhame  on  account  of 
their  retreat,  returned  with  re¬ 
doubled  ardour.  But  they  would 
probably  have  been  overpowered 
by  the  fuperior  number  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  had  not  the  grand-mader  fent 
therp  a  feafonable  reinforcement, 
under  the  admiral  of  Giou,  and 
the'chevalier  de  Quiney  ;  who  fell 
upon  the  Algerines  and  Turks 
with  a  degree  of  fury  that  druck 
terror  into  Candeliffa  himfeif,  who 
was  noted  for  his  intrepidity.  Hav¬ 
ing  ordered  the  boats  to  be  brought 
nearer  the  (here,  he  was  among 
the  hrd  who  fled.  His  bravoes 
fought  defperately  for  fome  time 
after  he  had  left  them  ;  but  were 
at  length  thrown  down  from  the 
intrenchments,  and  compelled  to 
fly  to  their  boats  with  the  utmod 
precipitation.  The  chridians  pur- 
i'ued  them,  and  the  batteries  con¬ 
tinued  flring  on  them  without  in- 


termiflion.  Many  of  the  boats  were 
funk  ;  the  water  was  covered  with 
dead  bodies,  mangled  limbs,  fhields 
and  helmets.  Of  the  four  thou- 
fand  who  had  been  fent  on  thisen- 
terprize,  fcarcely  five  hundred  re¬ 
mained,  and  many  of  thefe  were 
dangeroudy  wounded. 

“  Hafcem  was  not  more  fortu¬ 
nate  in  his  affault  by  land,  than 
Candeliffa  was  by  fea.  After  hav¬ 
ing  been  repulfed  at  one  breach 
with  great  daughter,  he  rallied  his 
troops,  and  led  them  on  to  ano¬ 
ther,  where  he  fought  long  and 
defperately,  till  mod  of  the  bra¬ 
voes  having  fallen  by  his  fide,  he 
was  obliged,  with  much  reluc¬ 
tance  and  forrow,  to  found  a  re¬ 
treat. 

“  Mudapha,  not  unmindful  of 
his  promife  to  fupport  him,  no 
fooner  perceived  him  beginning  to 
retire,  than  he  ordered  the  Ja- 
niffaries,  whom  he  kept  under 
arms,  to  advance.  The  garrifon 
had  maintained  an  engagement 
with  Hafcem  for  flve  hours,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  in  the 
hotted  feafon  of  the  year  ;  yet,  as 
if  they  had  not  been  fubjed  to  the 
wants' and  weakneffes  of  humanity, 
they  advanced  beyond  the  breach 
to  meet  the  Janifi’aries,  and  fought 
apparently  with  as  much  vigour 
and  fortitude  as  before.  By  the 
power  of  fuperior  numbers,  they 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  with¬ 
in  the  breach.  But  there  they 
made  the  mod  defperate  refidance; 
and,  being  reinforced  by  De 
Giou  and  De  Quiney,  with  the 
troops  which  had  triumphed  over 
Candeliffa,  they  at  lad  repulfed 
the  Janiffaries withdreadfui  daugh¬ 
ter,  after  having  lod  more  than 
forty  knights,  and  two  hundred 
of  the  braved  of  the  common  men. 

“  Muda- 
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Muilapha,  enraged  by  this 
invincible  obilinacy  which  thechrif- 
tians  difplayed  in  their  defence, 
and  dreading  that  the  Spanifh  fuc- 
cours  which  had  been  already  de- 
’layed  much  longer  than  he  expec¬ 
ted,  might  foon  arrive,  refolved 
now  to  employ  his  whole  force  at 
once,  and  while  he  himfelf  profe- 
cuted  the  iiege  of  fort  St.  Michael 
with  one  half  of  his  troops,  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  other,  under  Piali,  againft 
the  town.  More  batteries  were 
raifed.  The  trenches  were  ad¬ 
vanced  Hill  nearer  than  before. 
Bridges  of  fail-yards  and  mails 
were  thrown  over  the  ditches. 
Mines,  notwithllanding  the  hard 
and  rocky  foil,  were  fprung.  Af- 
faults  were  repeated  without  num¬ 
ber  ;  and  the  two  balhas,  emulous 
of  one  another,  and  each  of  them 
agitated  with  continual  anxiety 
left  vidlory  Ihould  declare  firll  for 
his  competitor,  exhibited  the  moll 
Ihining  proofs  of  perfonal  courage, 
and  exhaulled  all  the  art  of  war 
then  known  in  the  world.  Yet, 
through  the  determined  bravery  of 
the  knights,  conduced  by  the 
grand-maller  with  confummate 
prudence  and  indefatigable  vigi¬ 
lance,  the  Turks  were  bafHed  in 
every  attempt,  and  repulfed  with 
{laughter.  Mullapha  flattered  him¬ 
felf  once  wdch  the  moll  fanguine 
hopes  of  fuccefs  on  his  part,  from 
a  machine  invented  by  his  princi¬ 
pal  engineer,  in  the  form  of  a  huge 
calk  bound  Hrongly  with  iron 
hoops,  and  filled  with  gunpowder, 
nails,  chains,  bullets,  and  fuch 
other  inftruments  of  death.  Af¬ 
ter  fettirnr  fire  to  a  train  which 
was  fallened  to  this  machine,  it  w'as 
thrown  by  the  force  of  an  engine, 
upon  a  ravelin  that  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  defence  of  the  fort.  But  the 
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garrifon  undifmayed,  found  means, 
before  it  caught  fire,  to  call  it  out 
again  into  the  midll  of  the  alTail- 
ants.  In  a  moment  afterwards  it 
burfl  with  dreadful  fury,  and  filled 
the  Turks  with  conflernation.  The 
knights  then  fallied  out  upon  them 
fword  in  hand,  and  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  confufion,  killed 
many  of  them,  and  put  the  rell  to 
flight. 

‘Piali  had,  on  fome  occafions. 
Hill  more  realbns  than  Mullapha 
to  entertain  the  hopes  of  viclory, 
although  the  town  was  muck 
flronger  than  the  fort,  and  La  Val- 
lette  commanded  there  in  perfon. 
By  his  batteries  he  had  demolilhed 
all  the  out- works  of  the  place,  and 
had  made  an  immenfe  breach  in 
the  wall.  While  his  troops  were 
engaged  in  a  furious  aflault,  that 
engrofled  the  whole  attention  of 
the  befieged  from  morning  till 
night,  he  employed  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  pioneers  in  raifing  a  cava¬ 
lier  or  platform  of  earth  and 
Hones,  fo  clofe  by  the  breach,  and 
fo  high  as  to  overlook  the  para¬ 
pet.  Night,  in  the  mean  time, 
came  on,  and  prevented  him  from 
carrying  any  further  this  great 
advantage ;  but  he  doubted  not 
that  next  day  he  lliould  be  able 
to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
place. 

“  As  foon  as  he  had  drav/n  clF 
his  lorces,  a  council  of  the  Order 
was  convened,  and  moll  of  the 
knights  were  of  opinion  that  the 
town  was  no  longer  tenable  ;  that 
the  fortifications  which  Hill  re¬ 
mained  fnould  be  blown  up,  and 
that  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants 
Ihould  retire  into  the  caflle  of  St. 
Angelo.  But  the  grand-rnafler  re¬ 
ceived  this  propoial  with  horror 
and  indignation.  This  would 
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be  in  efFea,”  faid  he,  “  to  deli¬ 
ver  the  whole  iiland  into  the  hands 
cf  the  inhdeis.  Fort  St.  Michael, 
which  has  been  fo  gallantly  de¬ 
fended,  and  which  is  preferved  by 
its  communication  with  the  town, 
would  thus  be  foon  reduced  to  the 
neccllity  of  furrendering.  There 
is  no  room  in  the  caftle  of  St.  An¬ 
gelo  for  the  inhabitants  and  troops, 
^or  if  there  were  room,  is  there 
water  in  that  fort  for  fo  great  a 
number.”  It  was  then  propofed 
that  at  lead:  the  relics  of  the  faints 
and  the  ornaments  of  the  churches 
iliouid  be  carried  into  the  caille  ; 
and  the  knights  earneltiy  intreated 
the  grand-mafter  to  retire  into  it 
hiinfelf,  alTuring  him  that  they 
would  condud  the  defence  with 
the  utmoil  vigour  and  vigilance. 
No,  my  brethren,”  he  replied, 
what  you  propofe  as  to  the  fa- 
cred  things  would  ferve  only  to  in¬ 
timidate  the  foldiers.  We  muft 
conceal  our  apprehenfions.  It  is 
here  we  muft  either  die  or  conquer. 
And  is  it  poffible  that  I,  at  the  age 
of  leventy-one,  can  end  my  life 
fo  honourably,  as  in  fighting,  to¬ 
gether  with  my  friends  and  bre¬ 
thren,  againft  the  implacable  ene¬ 
mies  of  our  holy  faith?”  He  then 
told  them  what  he  thought  proper 
to  be  done,  and  proceeded  in- 
llantly  to  put  it  into  execution. 
Having  called  all  the  foldiers  from 
fort  St.  Angelo,  except  a  few  wdio 
were  nece&iry  for  managing  the 
anillHy,  he  employed  them  and 
the  inhabitants  all  night,  in  throw- 
ir/g  up  intrenchments  within  the 
breach;  after  which  he  fent  out 
feme  of  the  braveft  knights,  with 
a  felect  body  of  troops,  to  make 
an  attempt  on  the  cavalier,  Thefe 
men  Hole  foftly  along  the  foot  of 
the  wall  till  they  arrived  at  the 


place  appointed ;  when  they  Cet 
up  a  loud  (hout,  and  attacked  the 
guards  whom  Piali  had  left  there 
with  fo  much  fury,  that  the  Turks, 
believing  the  whole  garrifon  had 
fallen  upon  them,  abandoned  their 
pod,  and  fled  precipitately  to  their 
camp. 

“  The  cavalier  was  immediate¬ 
ly  fortified,  a  battery  of  cannon 
planted  on  it,  and  a  parapet 
raifed  on  the  fide  towards  the 
enemy.  And  thus  the  breach  was 
rendered  irapradlicable  ;  the  town 
put  in  greater  fecurity  than  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  a  work  which  had  been 
devifed  for  its  dellrudion,  con¬ 
verted  into  a  bulwark  for  its  de-? 
fence. 

The  grand-.mafter  had  novv 
greater  confidence  than  ever  of 
being  able  to  hold  out  till  the  Spa¬ 
niards  Ihould  come  to  his  relief. 
In  confequence  of  the  aflurances 
given  by  Philip  and  the  Sicilian 
viceroy,  he  had,  long  before  this 
time,  entertained  the  hopes  of 
their  arrival  ;  and  had  often  ear- 
neftly  folicited  the  viceroy  to  haflen 
his  departure  from  MefTina.  The 
conduct  of  this  nobleman  was  long 
exceedingly  myfterious.  The  pa¬ 
tience  of  the  knights  was  worn  out 
by  his  delays  ;  and  they,  and  many 
others,  fufpeded  that  the  real  mo¬ 
tive  of  his  conduct  was  the  dread 
of  encountering  with  an  admiral 
of  fo  coniiderable  ^  reputation  as 
Piali.  But  it  afterwards  appeared 
that  the  viceroy  had  aCted  agree- 
ably  to  his  inliruCtions  from  the 
court  of  Soain.  For  althouo-h  Phi- 
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lip  was,  for  the  reafons  above 
mentioned,  fincereiy  incerefted  in 
the  prefervation  of  the  kniehts, 
and  had  am  u fed  them  with  the 
mofl  Battering  promifesof  affifiance, 
yet  he  feems  from  the  Brit  to  have 

re- 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


tefolved  not  to  expofe  himfelf  to 
danger  on  that  account,  and  to 
avoid,  if  poflible,  a  general  en¬ 
gagement. 

**  A  generous  and  grateful  prince 
would  have  adled  very  differently 
towards  an  ally  fo  deferving  of  his 
fupport;  and  if  either  generofity 
or  gratitude  had  been  the  leading 
principle  of  Philip’s  condufl,  it  is 
probable  he  would,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  have  regarded  the  knights  as 
his  own  fubjeCts ;  and  have  thought 
it  no  lefs  incumbent  on  him  to 
exert  himfelf  in  their  defence,  than 
if  they  had  acknowledged  him  as 
their  fovereign, 

“  But  Philip  was  affefted  by  their 
danger  only  fo  far  as  it  threatened 
the  tranquillity  of  his  own  do¬ 
minions.  He  had  refolved  to  in- 
terpofe  in  their  behalf  rather  than 
to  fuffer  them  to  be  overpowered ; 
but  he  appears  to  have  been  very 
little  touched  with  their  calami¬ 
ties  ;  and  to  have  intended  to  leave 
them  to  themfelves,  as  long  as 
there  was  any  profpedl  of  their  be¬ 
ing  able  to  make  refiilance ;  by 
doing  which  he  confidered,  that 
he  would  not  only  preferve  his 
own  ftrength  entire,  but  might  af¬ 
terwards  engage  with  the  Turks, 
when  they  were  exhaufled  by  the 
operations  of  the  fiege. 

“  Philip  adhered  inflexibly  to 
this  plan,  notwithflanding  the 
grand-mafter’s  repeated  importuni¬ 
ties,  much  longer  than  was  confllf- 
ent  with  his  own  felfifli  views.  For, 
without  a  degree  of  fortitude  and 
prowefs  on  the  part  of  the  garri- 
fon,  and  a  degree  of  wifdom,  vi¬ 
gilance,  and  magnanimity,  on  that 
of  the  grand-mafter,  infinitely 
higher  than  there  could  be  reafon 
to  expedi,  it  mull  have  been 
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poflible  for  fuch  a  handful  of  men 
to  have  withflood,  for  fo  long  a 
time,  fo  great  a  force,  and  fuch 
mighty  efforts  as  were  employed 
to  reduce  them.  Even  the  death 
of  the  grand-mafter  alone,  whofh 
perfon  was  expofed  to  perpetual 
danger,  would  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  knights,  long  before  Philip 
fent  orders  to  his  viceroy  to  give 
them  any  effeftual  fupport ;  and 
in  this  cafe,  as  his  own  dominions 
or  his  fleet  would  have  been  im¬ 
mediately  attacked,  he  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  had  little  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  with  the  timid,  ungene¬ 
rous  counfels  which  he  purfued. 

Whatever  judgment  may  be 
formed  on  this  head,  the  viceroy 
did  not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to 
yield  to  the  repeated  applications 
of  the  grand-mafter,  till  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  fiege  began  to  relax, 
and  the  Turkifh  forces  were  re¬ 
duced  from  forty-five  thoufand  to 
fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand ;  of 
whom  many  were  worn  out  with 
the  fatigues  which  they  had  un¬ 
dergone,  and  others  rendered  unfit' 
for  ad;ion  by  a  bloody  flux,  which 
for  feveral  weeks  had  raged  amongft 
them. 

Inthisfituation  ofafFairs,  when 
it  was  probable  that  the  knights 
would,  without  afliftance,  have 
compelled  the  Turks  to  raife  the 
fiege,  the  viceroy  let  the  grand- 
mafter  know  that  he  had  now  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  inft:ru61;pons  from  the 
king,  as  put  it  in  his  power  to 
fhew  his  attachment  to  the  Order  $ 
that  he  was  not  indeed  permitted, 
to  attack  the  Turkifh  fleet;  buc 
that  he  would  immediately  bring 
him  a  ftrong  body  of  troops  whofe 
commanders  (as  he  himiclf  muff 
return  to  Sicily)  were  to  be  entirely 
S  fubjeft 
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fubjed  to  the  grand- mailer’s  au¬ 
thority,  till  the  enemy  Ihould  be 
expelled. 

The  viceroy,  although  hill  fuf- 
peded  of  interpofing  unneceiTary 
delays,  at  length  fuHlied  his  pro- 
mife  ;  and  on  the  feventh  of  Sep¬ 
tember  landed  fix  thoufand  men, 
under  Don  Alvaro  de  Sande  and 
Afcanio  della  Coma,  in  that  part 
of  the  ifland  which  lay  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from  the  Turks ; 
after  which  he  immediately  carried 
back  the  fleet  to  Sicily. 

In  the  mean  time,  intelligence 
being  brought  to  Muftapha  that 
the  Spaniai^s  were  landed,  and 
inarching  towards  him,  he  was 
thrown  into  the  mofl  dreadful  con- 
flernation.  Senfible  that  his  fol- 
diers  were  much  dilheartened  by 
their  ill  fuccefs,  he  imagined  that 
•  he  was  about  to  be  attacked  by  a 
fuperior  army,  confifting  of  the 
braved  and  bed  difciplined  troops 
in  Spain.  Without  waiting  for 
information  of  their  number,  he 
forthwith  raifed  the  fie?e,  drew 
his  garrifon  out  of  St.  Elmo,  and 
leaving  all  his  heavy  cannon  be¬ 
hind  him,  embarked  his  troops 
with  as  much  precipitation  as  if 
the  Spaniards  with  fuperior  forces 
had  been  in  fight.  He  had  fcarcely 
got  on  board  when  a  deferter  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  Spanilh  camp,  and 
informed  him,  that  with  fifteen  or 
lixteen  thoufand  men,  he  had  fled 
before  an  army  that  did  not  exceed 
fix  thoufand,  having  no  general  at 
their  head,  and  commanded  by 
ofiicers  who  were  independent  of 
one  another.  The  bafliavvas  over¬ 
whelmed  with  fliame  and  vexation 
by  this  intelligence,  and  would 
have  immediately  difembarked  ; 
but  this,  he  knew,  he  durfl  not 
attempt  without  confulting  Piali, 


Hafcem,  and  his  other  principal 
officers. 

While  he  was  deliberating 
upon  it,  the  grand-mafter  improved 
to  the  bell  advantage  the  leifure  that 
was  afforded  him.  He  employed 
all  the  inhabitants,  men,  women, 
and  children,  as  well  as  the  fol- 
diers,  in  filling  up  the  enemy’s 
trenches,  and  demoiifhing  their 
works ;  and  put  a  garrifon  without 
delay  into  fort  St.  Elmo ;  in  which 
the  Turks  now  beheld  from  their 
fhips  the  flandard  of  St.  John 
erecled  where  that  of  Mahomet  had 
lately  flood. 

This  demonflrated  to^Mufla- 
pha  how  much  new  labour  awaited 
him  in  cafe  he  fhould  return  to  the 
fiege ;  but  being  enraged  againfl: 
himfelf  on  account  of  the  precipi¬ 
tancy  of  his  retreat,  and  difquieted 
at  the  thoughts  of  the  reception 
which  he  had  reafom  to  expecl 
from  Solyman,  he  wifhed  to  atone 
for  his  imprudence,  and  to  wipe 
off  the  reproach  in  which  it  had 
involved  him,,  by  vidlory  or  death. 
Piali,  who  from  l\is  jealoufy  of 
the  baflia’s  credit  with  the  fultan, 
was  not  forry  for  the  failure  of 
his  enterprife,  reprefented,  in  a 
council  of  war  convened  on  this 
occafion,  that  as  the  troops  were 
much  difpirited  and  worn  out,  it 
would  be  expofing  them  to  certain 
deflrudion,  either  to  lead  them 
againfl  the  enemy,  or  to  refume 
the  operations  of  the  fiege.  But 
a  majority  of  the  council  were  of 
a  different  opinion  ;  and  it  was  re- 
folved  to  land  the  forces  again 
without  delay. 

I’he  T urkifh  foldiers  com¬ 
plained  bitterly  of  this  unexpedled 
refolation,  and  obeyed  the  orders  to 
difembark  with  the  greatefl  reiuCl- 
ance.  Their  officers  were  obliged 
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to  employ  threats  with  fome,  and 
force  with  others.  At  length  the 
number  intended  was  put  on  fhore, 
and  Mullapha  fet  out  at  their  head 
in  learch  of  the  enemy. 

''  The  grand-mafter  had  not  ne- 
gledled  to  give  early  notice  of  their 
march  to  the  Spanilh  commanders, 
who  had  intrenciied  their  little 
army  on  a  fteep  hill,  which  the 
7’urks  would  have  found  almoft 
inacceffible ;  and  it  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  of  the  principal  offi¬ 
cers,  that  they  fhould  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  advantao:e  of  their 
fituation,  and  (land  on  their  de¬ 
fence.  But  this  propofal  was  re¬ 
jected  with  difdain  by  the  i)old 
adventurous  De  Sande,  and  the 
greatefl  part  of  theSpanifh  officers ; 
and  the  troops  were  led  out  of 
their  encampment,  to  meet  the 
enemy  in  the  open  held.  This 
conduCl,  more  fortunate  perhaps 
than  prudent,  contributed  to  in- 
creafe  the  dejeClion  of  the  Turkifla 
foldiers,  and  to  facilitate  their  de¬ 
feat.  Having  been  dragged  againfl 
their  inclination  to  the  held  of  bat¬ 
tle  ;  and  being  attacked  by  the 
Spaniards  with  great  fury,  both  in 
front  and  flank,  they  fcarcely' 
fought  :  but,  being  flruck  with  a 
fudden  panic,  they  fled  with  the 
utmoft  precipitation. 

“  Muflapha,  confounded  and 
enraged  by  thispuhllaninious  beha¬ 
viour  of  his  troops,  was  hurried 
along  by  the  violent  tide  of  the 
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fug!  tives.  He  fell  twice  from  his 
horfe,  and  would  have  been  tak“n 
prifoner,  if  his  officers  had  not  ref- 
cued  him.  The  Spaniards  pur- 
fued  briffily  till  they  came  to  the 
fea-fliore.  There  Piali  had  his 
boats  ready  to  receive  the  Turks, 
and  a  number  of  ffiallops  lilled  with 
mulketeers. drawn  up  to  favour  their 
efcape.  Without  this  precaution, 
they  mufl;  all  have  periffied  ;  and 
even  notvvithflanding  t?he  protec¬ 
tion  which  it  afforded  them,  the 
ru-mber  of  their  killed  amounted 
to  two  thoufand  men,  while  the 
victors  loll  only  thirteen  or  fourteen 
at  meft.  • 

Such,  after  four  months  conti¬ 
nuance,  was  the  conclufion  of  the 
flege  of  Malta,  which  will  be  for 
ever  memorable  on  account  of  that 
extraordinary  difplay  of  the  mofl: 
generous  and  heroic  valour  by 
which  the  knights,  fo  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  were  enabled  to  baflie  the 
mofl  vigorous  efforts  which  could 
be  made  to  fubdue  them  by  the 
mofl  powerful  monarch  in  the 
world.  The  news  of  their  deli¬ 
verance  gave  univerfal  joy  to  the 
chrirtian  powers  ;  'and  the  name  of 
the  grand-mafler  excited  every 
vtdiere  the  highefl  admiration  and 
applaufe.  Congratulations  were 
fent  him  from  every  quarter ;  and 
in  many  ftates  public  rejoicings 
were  celebrated  on  account  of  his 
fuccefs.’* 
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